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I therk you, Hr. President; and your people for
this most pleasent reacon to come home. This is my own, my native
land; and to be here teday, with family, friends, with Stanford all
about mo, is a nostalgic and senbimental hour.

‘ o the Class of 1966, congraitulations end the very
best wishes to you all, This is a day you will never forget, and

may it always be a pleasant menmory.

I sat once where you sit nows Since thet day
a long generation of %ime has gone by, It doesn't seem so long &go -
arnd you won't think so either, for you will take the same road — and

one dsy one of you may find yourself where I now siand.

I sense deeply %cday this passing of generations, of
changing faces. I look at you today and I see the sons and doughiers
of my generation, thas ahildrén of the young people who sat alongside
me down there on that day not so long 2s0.

Fot s long agos did I say?

Stanfordls first comencemsut was in June 1892,

This is June 1966. Exactly halfway between was June 1529, vhen ws
received our diplemas ever in Memordal Church.

In tinme s= mch Stanford history has gone by since my
commencement as had gone by from the University's beginning up %
that day in 1929, ‘

Viewed in that context, I must f;ce‘u@ +o some

dmission of antiquity. I have to admit that 37 full years have

m

gone by.
That has my generation dons with all those ysars?
This would be an sppropriate day to maks a briel
scoounting to you. Lot me do this andy es I do, remember that one
day you shall do the same, possibly standing here, or facing your
children elsevhers or, barring that, in scme guiet hour facing your

otm souls



soounting, for we

1% is proper that I should male an 2
Yoo, like you h ﬁ rogaived %aﬂ blessing of an education. "o whom

mach has %I»»Ji‘a ”‘i.vC‘.ly of him much ghall be reguired." To us, mueh had

been glven.

: T could begin by saying that we lived in difficult times.
Tndeed we did.  The Olass of 1929 had just left the ea when the
groat depression was upon us, and it was June of 1940, only 11 ysars
later, when a very greab man was moved to say: "The battle of Britain

2

is about %o begin. ' U;c_ucx this battle a"hr-:ar.is the survival of Christian
civiliz zt:um s  Such frightening problsus were hallmarks of our time.
Put I want %o discard the provective shroud of excuse bscause eévery ags
has its own particular burdsns, No gensration is w“chcut its full
complement of problems - problems which seem to it ‘even to exceed

those faced by eny other gemsration. Hach men's toothache is acutely
his own. Perbaps you would do well to remember this, tooy and nob
plan fo use your irvheritapce of problems as any advance excuse for

the day when you may shend here,

4
No, no excusesy :to::° we hod our opportuniiies - and we
‘used them! I believe that history will do well by us in some regards.
For example, we will be credited with one of man's brightest pages
for accomplishments in increasing lknowledge of the world sbout us.
You know the evidence:

- The highest stondazd of 1:':.v3’ B u.‘c.e world has ever kmown.

- The age of P\..lc"xtn.i‘a.c resserch,; with no area of humsn
iguerance immume o the searchlight of o"gan..ﬂed

invevtlwatwm ;
- Great str rides in medicine,
- Dramatic ad‘vaﬂces i‘n triénsporietion, commmication.

You lmow all of this -~ 1 c:m't naea G0 bel&bcu.. it.

iy gen c}:ea':: on has paw" civated fully in all of these

great stories. Thege acconplichments didn’t coms about without
- great dedication and szorifice and ‘work by all of ‘uhe traired minds

of those decados. Pérhaps these things alone could be oy
_ they are hailed so often and are indeed of such
sroat significance, Bub they aren't all I have in mind., Ve did
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scme other thi ngSs



% my goneration has worksd ardently
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and not without eraas of human endsavour far remsved Fronm
R \, PRV | | 4 o

the physical seicnces,

Today, some $ell us that pan will destroy himself
before he learns %o live with himeelf. Tt is said that wo are

-i'::‘

opelessly stuck in the sdvance towards peccs, fresdom and human

dignity, With this I disagvee,

-

We poured out our blood and troasure %o dsfeat the
tyrants who would plunge us inte a new dark age, After that, we
4in the United States might have gone on a rarpage of conguest. We
alone had the bomb, We alone had an economy in full vigour, But
the idsal of frecdom is our herifage, Never has there beon so strong

a natien so rveluctant to use its glrengih,

Eistory must honour us for a singular and mighty
pProgramme of aid and encouragement o help rehabilitate a war-ravaged
world, Tooy we bave strived with patience for understending with all
our neighbours everyvherée. . We followed ihis course rot from expedisncy
but because of a deep sirean of intenecmal dedication to the concepis

of freedom and human dignity,

I %alk about freedom and buman dignity and possidly

' you may ba thinking that these words are a bit worn ocut s verhaps even
& 1little old-fashicneds I kmow, I am sure I heard them too 2% oy
comuencement and I am sure that I wasn't very much impressed. But
I came slowly to understand them and %o sce their value, and later
55111 0 cherish them as I have mesn how deeply they are prized by
hone who have oo much less than we. The concept of frecdonm is nod

ot
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going out of siylo. Belisve mey it has never been more precious,
=
o

to understand that siople word freedom requires

i=

can ges now tha
a lifetime of thought and of exposure o i%, perhaps even more of
exposure to where it iz not.

Freedon iteelf is £%ill in peril - perhaps it alwiys
will be - bub the voice of freecdom waz paver strongers Listen to

these wordss

T

-
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see fresdom in the world today as the great
life-giving river of which America is the source, It

will be whatever we ave, not more, mot less, o, if we



o =

spe to meke the principles of fresdom meaningful

o T e o A o -
mighty moaning for curselvash,

Recall once again the best remember line in Jobn
F. Kenvedy's inavgural address:
Mily fellow-Americans, ask not what your country can

do for yous ask what you can do for your country®,

I think that greater s81ill is the one that followsd

iy fellow-~citizens of the world, ask not what
America will do for you but whal Hogether we can do

for the frecdom of man',

The concepty the basic zight of the idea of human
frsedom was never more ardently schraced or more vigorously fought
for than by my comemﬁbmries; Wis have deeds as well as words to
show, Fever have a people trieci harder; nor guccsesdsd more, in

xpressing a basic belief in freedom and human dignity in grac‘bical-

acts of generosity and falth around the world.

_ Indeed, much vemains to be done. It goes without
saying that we had no corner on wisdom, In meny a land the cmincus
eycle of ignorancey poverty, hunger, disease and ignorance once
agein proceeds upon its anci&nt round., Thess battles are yet o be
Wolie

Just one other example of zccomplishment outside the
geientific laboratery, this in the area of education.

The idea of mass educationy or as I would prefer to
say — everyone educated o the limit of his ability = may not be
an American invention, but it might as well have been. For nowhere

ig it practised =ov well,
I saw a little printed verse on a wall in Bangkok.
It was edtributed to Confucing and went as fello 7S 3
e you plan for a yoav,; plant rice
I# gou plan for a decade, plant a tree
If you plan for a century, educate™.
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- Qur wisdom isn't new, bul we are seeing it sppliedl

28 never bsiorc.

in :;e:irg other lands, I am impressed again ancl‘ a:::m
with how unigque America is 'a’; ite dedication $o education for all.
How sad it is thai we are 'em,csuo, for the world so desperately nesds
+he 4rained mind, Universal education stands out as one of tho mosi
visht and proper os wall as practical concepts ef modern socistys
Eiucation in its widsst, most universal sense is probably the only

hope, probably the only pa‘bh to ultinete pesce.

tion hes contributed hore. The task isn't

a
finished, but we have helped bring it fer. In proporiion to total
8

=

porulations the United States has 70 per cent more .;;s"m.z vts in higher

ecucation than Russia, nearly three times as many as Canada and Jepany

&

and from four to six times as many as the natlons of Western Europe.

There did all those years go? let me uze my wordss
they went in a great humen effort morked by basic goodnsss and great

accomplishment, They went in decades of hard work concerned as

rch with buman destiny as with scientific research.

But the year is now 1966. Indeed, 37 years have
passed and you, our sons end daughbers, begin now ¥o take a greater
involvement in this world that we have had our hand in fashioning,
In our remaining few minutes I would like to pacs on %o you a few
thoughts about what I believe you are going o encoumier in your

lives leading ocut from today.

In facing now this ever increasi ing involvement you
pass in a sense f:com the role of the critic to that of the actor.
Tn no generation boforo you has there burmed more brightly the
spirit of free inquiry. I suppose some university presidents in
thig fair land might uvse other words, bub at Stenford we use
dignified %:orcls:, As I says free inguiry. Some of your
contemporaries, perkeps not particularly you, have been having

$heir sg.y oen A@wiaar campuses shout what is wrong here and there.

a!a a1l applaud md encourage the privilege of fres
inéuiry and mre not oo shaken by seel i“' ske novel forms in
gollege years. . Duk it is true none'bheless ’.r.hat youth is the {ime
of black and white, while maturity is for shades of grey. We

'|

welcoms whole-hsartedly your fresh and consiructive infusion into
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our worlid, but you will face ithe necessily of developing a ceriain
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2bildity to dake disappointment end to compromise, There is the
ptinald s o e

sobering roguirement for even the most courageous zebel %o find

some time that no one is granted the power to oreate a mow earii.
e X

-

i’ 2
While revelution will seom simple at 20, there is a day when on
learns it mey be better to live with a durable non-aggression pacty

hopefully involving no major sacrifice of principle.

It hes been said that some of your contemporaries
"don't think much of the lsgocy that has been left them". Sheus
on them! Let them think egain about that legacy, much of vhich
is not God-given., = Det them think about the simple privilege of
being students with the rare freedom of being allowed o dissent.
Tet them rememher, toc, thabt the critic of his father will stand

Jsi'ial before his o?m ehildrenl

mt after this admoniiion, may I predict that, in
what I hope will be your never-ending campaign for change,; you will
be net. by and large with tolerence and reasony for one of the great
underiying strengths of a very large segment of owr society is a
reasonably enlightened population with an inherent sense of fair
play. | i : |
A I would believe that your zebellious contemporaries
in our land have been treated with a good desl of patience and
understending,  You, in furn now, will begst a generation with
its dissidentse lay I bove that you will be equally patient and

understanding of them as weo have been of those omong you.

; ¢ wider world you will' face a full agenda o
problems, The onie of population is going to be on youxr doorsiep
the day after fomorzow. You will have to look sguarely into ithe
deadly eye of the }.\;ﬂ,r&ragen bozb.  And peace will be fleeting and
insecures . o

T Put joung America faces an additionel burden.

Here is something I see everywhere I fo. The regponsibilities

we foce as & nation sre sobering. IEverywhers, everyone is locking
=0 G o #

to you and me for every form of helpe HNot only food for hungry
rouwthe, or military aid for ths preservation of thelir liberty, bui
for leadership inm thousht, for edusation, for fechnology, for the

o

rudiments of copability, and the demands are not going to lessen.



for will have %o face those demends - and face then
with everlasting pationce and faith - %o friends and fos aliles -
lmowing full well thet many of your schions s concoived in generosity
and kindness, will be nisunderstood. You will not always be loved.
And seme day you may face a lonssoms dosizion in some distant lend -
to choose between being despised for weekness and being respscted for
the justice of your zctions even when they huet., And I think yeu
will learn, ss have others who walked the path before yous that there

czn be only one choics.
They will be times that {ry mon's souls.

‘  You will live in a world of emerging national uniis,
of people who are clamouring for a fairer share of the basie
necessities of 1ife. And you will lmow %hat the answer, both
morally and pragmatically, is to narrow the gap bstween the haves
and the have-nots. Tou will find 4hat some 0ld and tried
institutions, like free enterprise and privete investment, will be
required imstrumonts %o this end., You will need to bring both
tried practice and new theory to the %task, You will have to lscd
and insplre, even while practical needs demand practical answers.
It will call for the very best in you.

"The final test®, as Jusiice Holmes said, "is batils
9 3

_ in some form, - It is one thing %o witer a happy phrase from z

protected cloister; anotheor to think wnder fire - and to think for

action upon which great interests depenid®,

I say these thﬁzgs not to alarm you, tut to tell you
that they are there. TFor this is the world in which you will maks
your lives. And I know that you will not turn away from your
obligations. Porhaps you couldn't, but you wouldn't if you could,
for you coms of a great people and & great tradition.

David Starr Jordan writes of his fivst meeting with
Senator Stanford, whon he was being invited to coms out and head up
the new uwniversity. Saiil Stanford:
"I hope to develop in California o umiversity
of the highest order, whers students can be %trained

for uesfulness in life",

Usefulness in life. The one, final measure of

success. Hers again you are blossed, for the world mever nesedsd
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wlite, every trained mind will face the greatest

for being uveeful to his fellow men,.

To whom mtich has been given, of him much shall be

required.”" o you, muich hes been given, but you will merit our $rusi.

We admire you so much. We heve great fzith in you. One day you will

%

face your swming Up. Vhen g1l of your achievemernts have bheen cheersd

end 21l your shoricomings acknowledged, mey there remain a solemn pride, -

a kind of Joy, and self-respect.
One lagh thoughtbe

Heny of you today take leave of these beautiful hills,
these lovely skies and red-tiled roofs. These are exteriors, but their
meening is more, for they enshroud a great wniversity. Part of it
¥ill go with you snd will be in your substance forever. It will bs
the spirit of the founders and of svery toacher and of svery one ef us

vno have gone before youe I% will be a nostalgic, sentimental, but

nmeaningful pazt of af your 1ife.

~ And for this blessing may I ask ouns thing, that you be
forever a champion of the concept of the Muniversity™, a champion of
the old ideas of truth; knowledgs and, above all, of freedom in 21l

its moanings,.

John Masefield, the English Peet Laursate, summed it
up sbsolutely when he wrote:
"There ars few earthly things more beautiful than a
university -~ a place where those who hate ignorance may
strive to knows where those who :gsefcaiva truth may

strive to make othors see'.

I charge you to resist the efforis of anyone who,
under any pretext whalsoevery attempis o divert this or any other
wniversity from its hard-won classic objectivess Be a champion of
good and universal education — it's really the one, great hope. In
that same first meeting with Dr. Jordan, Senator Stanford said it wells

T insist that there can rever be too much education®.

If we could only be here, one more goneration down the

road from the Farm, to hear your accownt of stewapdship, TVhat a

story you will have! CGod bless you alll
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