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1. INTRODUCTION. 

In the past, the control of cocoa pod pathogens using 

fungicides has only been attempted experimentally in the field. 

Today, with the rapid development of new chemicals, such as the 

latest copper and organic fungicides, it would, in practise, be 

impossible to try all of them in this manner, due to such factors 

as prohibitive cost, time, limited acreages of available cocoa 

and more important, diseased cocoa. The main idea behind the 

present study, then, was to develop some simple, rapid, laborat­

ory technique whereby samples of new fungicides could be tested. 

From the results the most promising ones might be selected for 

putting into field trials later. 

At the same time, in the case of Phytophthora palmlvora, 

very simple, restricted trials of fungicides on pods in the 

field, might indicate correlation with results obtained in the 

laboratory. 

As the work proceeded,alterations, in both the object and 

the programme, became necessary. These are mentioned in the text 

and later in the discussion. 

II. METHODS AND MATERIALS. 

1. The Slide Germination Method, incorporating 

a Test Tube Dilution Technique. 

An American committee appointed to investigate the 

standardisation of fungicidal tests, recommended the use of 

certain set proceedures (1,2). The following descriptions, both 

general and otherwise, are taken from these works. Any alter­

ations, and other methods, are mentioned separately. 

(a) General Description. 

The fungicide is pipetted, as drops, onto chemically 

clean glass slides. In the case of each fungicide, the concen-


