|Caricom foreign

ministers agree
on common
approach

CARIBBEAN Commiu-
nity (Caricom) foreign
ministers have agreed
in prmn:ple to take a
uniform appranch Lo
important extra-
regional ﬁ)]‘ElHT:I policy

matters, says Jamaica

g;&r‘nmsnt minister
ur Mullings.
Mullings. who is
chairman  of e
Standing Committes of
Ministers Responsible
for Foreign Affairs
(SCMFAL, said Lhe
decision was taken at
its just-ended meeting
here on Wednesday.

He said the minis-
ters agreed at their
twenty-third mecting
that t was niesld Lo
meet maore ragualarly
and urgently to mup
out united foreimm pohi-
cies on spetilic trade,
economic and o ther
tssues with miarna—
tional partners,

Tha fgsmm i g c]qm-
man foreign policy
a;ppmarh first surfaced
lest vear-when a oiim-
ber of Gaﬂhbean N
frics; including
Jamaica. decided to
individuslly negotiate
the sp-called EEJ_E‘N
agreement with the
United States in the

fight Eﬁnm gt fraffick-

in drgs..
gﬂar badas. and

Jamazaica held out for
an improved pgnee-
ment, while other
(‘Z’H:"th:mn eountries
gigned an  early
ageqsd. ai_lﬁwmg
United States agen-
£ies ACCess 10 na’hi.‘mn‘i

waters and airspace in)

pursnit of saspedt
traffickers.
Although the
Treaty of Chagua-
ramas does not oblige
member countries to

develap joint. a
on Eli?fssnﬂﬁ, E‘ijulhn,gs

pointed to a common
ﬁ‘fgrﬂ&ch Lo st.nmg out

smuggling of arms
into the m;{mn a% an

example of co-urdinat-
25 .4

[

ed [oreign policy in
Caricom.
He said there was

ineed for a united Etratl-

egy oo ‘matters such as

__a “proposed. hemisphar-

¢ trading bloc—ihe
F‘rea Trade Area of the
Americas (FTAA by
the year 2000—and a
successor agresment to
the Lome IV agree-
ment which would
impact on the
Caribbean’s banana,
rice and rum exporis to
Eump.ﬂ
_ communimie
;bemud at the and bf the
confarence also said
the fhreign ministers
have sgreed on the
meed [0 a massive
region:-wide puhha:
Awareness ﬁallipai-gn
aboirt the remonal
in fon movement,
“They agreed that
thie seorslarial, in con-
junetion with the
Government Informa-
tion Services of mem-
ber stutes shauld
launieh o publig/rele-
fiong-and education
drive througiout 1998
to increase public
swaroness of the
ﬂahhbean Communi-
ty.” the 21-page docu-
mapL's
 The agreement also:
ingludes & role fur
emhuﬁmmn. high com-
missions and: consuls of
Crricom membbr
glates to, “inform the

dl&apﬂra and other

gﬂrﬁuns abroad about

Caricom™

Bpesking  with
reporlers, Guyana's
Foreign Miniater
ﬂlemenl: Rohee chided
the media and social
mmmthms for con-

nation
ey
the 0 mt-
nara;htpﬁ w-ﬁ:h social
partners and OH-gov-
ernmental nrgamsa—
tions.

—Cana Georgetown
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