
A COY/PEA VARIETY TRIAL 1932-33, 

INTRODUCTION 

The cowpea (Vigna sinensis), is really a bean and not 

a pea, and was the bean most commonly cultivated for human food 

in the Old World before the discovery of America. 

According to Piper (1) and Hardenburgh (2) it is indi

genous to Central Africa, because in no other region have wild 

cowpeas been found. In the past there has been a great deal of 

controversy as to the correct nomenclature of the cowpea. Piper is 

of the opinion that it is the "phaseolus" referred to by Pliny, 

Columella, and other Roman writers, but the terminology "phaseolus" 

is now applied to the kidney been following its introduction into 

Europe from America. In Italy the blackeye cowpea is called by 

the sans name as kidney beans, namely *fagiolo.* Today the cowpea 

is generally given the generic name of Vigna sinensis. 

The cowpea has long been grown in the West Indies. 

Some authorities claim that this plant entered America via the 

West Indies, but the evidence is n ot very conclusive. 

In the United States of America, the cowpea has played an 

important role in improving the standard of agriculture, especially 

in the Southern States. It owes much of its great value as a soil 

improving legume to the fact that it is well adapted to growth on 

a wide range of relatively acid and infertile soils, bu t good 

drainage is essential, and like many other leguminous plants it has 

been known to fail in areas where the necessary strain of bacillus 

radicola is not present. Hardenburgh in his book on bean culture (2) 

says that the cowpea is to the cotton belt what clover is to the 

dairy, corn and potato regions further north. To-day, however, 

especially in the Northern States, the cowpea is rapidly being 

replaced by the Soy bean (Glycine max.) (3). 

There are many varieties of cowpea in cultivation to-day -

Morse records fifteen varieties as being in common cultivation (4). 

Varietal distinctions are numerous, e.g., habit of growth, length 

of growing period, resistance to pests and diseases, and differences 

in shape and colour of the pods and seeds. The varieties, however, 



may be divided into four main groups, depending on the purpose 

for which they are grown:-

(1) As a food for man 

(2) As a soilage crop 

(3) As an ensilage crop 

(4) As a soil restorer 

In this paper we are only concerned with group (1). 

Object of the Trial. 

The object of the trial is to select from six varieties, 

hereafter referred to as A, B, C, D, E and F, the variety wilich is 

best suited to local conditions as determined by:-

(1) Desired type 

(2) Yield 

(3) Uniformity of ripening 

(4) Habit of growth in respect to tillage operations. 

Previous History of the Trial, 
the 

The cowpeas grown/on^Imperial College farm normally 

consist of a large number of varieties. In 1931, progeny row 

tests were made with a number of varieties, and six types were 

selected on their merits concerning the aforesaid characters, and 

sufficient seed was retained to lay out a variety trial on a field 

scale. Unfortunately, as a result of inclement climatic conditions, 

the trial was a failure, and when the time came to harvest the crop, 

it was not considered worth while to harvest each plot separately, 

and instead the plots were harvested by varieties. The seed of 

each -variety was weighed, and placed in cold storage at a temperature 

^of 55°C. 

In November 1932 it was decided to carry out another 

variety trial on a field scale. The six varieties were taken out 

of cold storage, and a germination test was carried out, which 

after four days gave the following results. 

Variety A - 52 per cent 

Variety B - 94 per cent 

Variety C - 98 per cent 


