
Foreword. 

Tacao growing is ,  perhaps,  the most vital  industry in 

Trinidad. Over 200,000 acres are under the crop at the present 

t ime, and this area represents approximately one-sixth of the 

whole area of the colony. At f irst  sight other industries,  such 

as sugar and oi l ,  appear to be of equal importance with cacao, 

for the value of exported produce from these industries compares 

very favourably with the value of exported cacao. 

Table 1.  

VALUE CF EXPORTS 0? SUGAR. OIL, ALID C ACAO INDUSTRIES PROM 

T RIITI DAD DURING 1929-31. (1) 

Year Values of Exports in Pounds Sterling 

'Sugar and 
Molasses 

Mineral Oil  
Products Raw Ca cao 

1929 1,068,321 3,059,651 1,446,127 

1930 787,564 2,800,497 1,136,050 

1931 918,917 1,956,116 826,333 

There is ,  however,  a fundamental difference between cacao, 

sugar and oil .  Cacao is  owned largely by people living in Trinidad, 

whereas sugar and oil  are largely owned by people resident outside 

the colony. Profits from cacao remain as part of the wealth of 

the people of Trinidad, while the profits of sugar and oil  are 

distributed to shareholders abroad. On the other hand, a sugar 

estate cannot be neglected in a year when prices are low; the 

cultivation must be kept up or the lands will  deteriorate almost 

immediately.  A p oor return for sugar is ,  therefore,  nor reflected 

immediately on the country, for local labour is  st i l l  employed in 

routine cultivation. The reverse is  the case in cacao growing. 

Neglect of routine cultivation does not cause such immediate i l l -

effects on a cacao estate,* and so when prices demand that the 

* This statement is  not intended to imply that routine cultivation 
is  not of ultimate importance on a cacao estate.  prolonged 
neglect has disastrous effects .  Pests and diseases are allowed 
free rein,  and weeds gradually smother the crop. The accumulated 
effect of these factors,  i f  they remain uncontrolled for a few yea: 
is  ruinous.  Gilbert (2) has stressed the fact that the danger 
from Witch Broom is  greatly enhanced in neglected areas.  


