
INTRODUCTION 

The survey was carried out by a group of eight post

graduate s tudents of the Imperial  College of Tropical  Agricul ture 

as an exercise in s tat ist ical  sampling and as part  fulfi lment of 

the regulations governing the Diploma in Tropical  Agriculture of 

the College.  

The writer  supervised the selection of the sample and 

the subsequent analysis;  as a result ,  this report  Is  based mainly 

on the stat istical  and associated administrative work of the 

survey. 

CHOICE OF THE SURVEY" 

After considerable discussion i t  was decided not to 

repeat work similar to that  covered by previous teams, which 

consisted of a land uti l ization survey (Buckler et  al  1956; 

Castle et  al  1955),  but instead to consider a topic that  allowed 

different information to be collected and the applicat ion of 

different sampling methods to those used in the previous surveys.  

The subject  decided upon was an investigation to determine the 

composition and hence the possible productivity of food crops 

grown in peasant gardens on the Island of Trinidad. 

A factor which influenced this decision was that  the 

Government Central  Statist ical  Office had recently (June 1956) 

carried out an Agricultural  Survey of Trinidad and Tobago and the 

Department was wil l ing to al low the team to use the data already 

collected.  

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS IN THE COLONIES 

In the Report  of the First  Conference of Colonial  

Government Stat isticians (1950) i t  is  noted that  "there was com

plete agreement on the urgent need for the ful lest  possible 

information on agricultural  output.  The dependence of the people 

in most Colonial  terr itories on agricultural  resources makes i t  

essential  that  every endeavour should be made to ensure that  ade

quate stat is t ics are available for planning the development of 
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these resources".  

The Conference divided the problem Into three parts:  

(a) the output of estate plantations and farms from which 

individual returns could be obtained; 

(b) peasant-grown commercial  crops;  and 

(c) subsistence crops and l ivestock numbers.  

The Conference recommended that  a dual approach be made 

to the problem, 

"(i)  detailed studies of a l imited number of small  areas;  

and ( i i)  extensive sample surveys of areas under the more 

important crops." 

Whilst  returns of a  reasonably accurate nature can be 

expected from operators in sect ion (a),  and from the marketing 

organisations on section (b),  the obtaining of accurate data on 

section (c) can only be gained, in even the most advanced terri

tories,  by a survey carried out by Government t rained enumerators.  

In the lat ter  case a complete census would be too costly 

and would take far too great  a period of t ime to complete.  A 

sample survey is  considerably less demanding on f inancial  and 

labour resources;  estimates are available much sooner;  and 

whereas the results  of a complete census can only be average 

f igures over the whole period,  due to the changing crop pat terns 

from season to season, the est imates from a sample survey are more 

precise in that  they refer to a defini te t ime of the year.  

Throughout the published Agricultural  Survey Reports of 

the various Colonies,  i t  is  noted that  l i t t le or no attempt has 

been made to evaluate the production of food crops on peasant 

holding^. The Second Conference of Colonial  Government Stat is

t icians (1955) recognised the diff iculties of 

( i)  recording crops In peasant gardens especial ly in areas 

where mixed or double cropping was practised; and 

( i i)  making est imates of yields of such crops.  

Though certain recommendations were made,-  i t  was con



- 3 -

sidered that  a relat ively large amount of work was needed to be 

carried out in the f ield.  

Finally,  with industr ial  competit ion for labour and 

capital  in Trinidad, i t  is  essential  that  some definite policy be 

formed if  the island is  to have an economically sound agriculture.  

Jol ly (1954) has stated that  if  only the idle resources of labour in 

the Caribbean can be combined with capital  wisely invested in 

productive farming systems, the area can be turned from a wilder

ness into a garden. 

The present survey may thus be considered in the l ight 

of the two Colonial  Office Conferences,  i .e .  any work done on the 

surveying pf peasant crops is  a useful stepping-stone in devising 

methods of enumeration,  etc. ;  and also as an advance in the 

formulation of agricultural  and marketing policies in order to 

assist  the local  peasant farmer,  
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