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(I) THE SURVEY 

The object of the survey was to obtain an ideal of the 
/ 

methods of agriculture and way of l ife of the peasantry in the 

St.  Augustine area, and to propose any measures which might benefit  

the agriculture and future well baing. The survey was carried out 

between November 1946 and June 1947. The northern part  being delt  

with from November 1946 t i l l  early March 1947 and the southern 

part  from early March t i l l  June. The t imes were not ideal and any 

period of les3 than a year does not give an opportunity of seeing 

the land and crops at  al l  seasons. The southern area was surveyed 

during sugar crop season and there was seme difficulty in finding 

rice cultivation/ many of whom w ere working on estates.  

(II)  INTRODUCTION 

The well  being of any country which has not been highly 

industrialized depends upon i ts  agriculture.  The people of an 
i/' 

agricultural country can only attain a high standard of l iving if  

the best use is  made of the man power and land available; When 

considering agriculture a long view must be taken for soil  ferti l ity 

is a capital asset which must be maintained as increased and probable 

trends of population must be related to the land which must feed 

and clothe the people. Estate agriculture may increase or ticrease 

but even if  i t  increases a considerable proportion of tropical 

agriculture will  remain in the hands of peasants.  The peasant has 

many inherent disadvantages to overcome, one of the greatest is  

his lack of education. He is  often unable to plan the work of 

his holding; what to produce, how to dispose of i t  and the best 

use to make of the money obtained from its sale.  



The area surveyed though small presents many of the 

problems found among peasant agriculturists all  over the tropics.  

There is  yerious soil  erosion in the northern area with wastage of — 

soil  capital and flooding. In the southern area the yield cf 
no 

rice is thought to be falling and^thought is  given to planting 

material.  Much of the man power is  wasted; going to and from the 

holding, clLtting fodder for catt le,  by bad selection of crops and 

in marketing. 

If  any of these problems can be answered in an area l ike 

this and more important s t i l l  if  a means can be found of incorporat

ing these findings in the peasants way of l ife;  informations will  

be available which will  be of value over a wide area of the tropics.  

(Il l)  THE AREA 

(a) Position and Topography: 

The area is  seven miles east of Port of Spain. I t  is 

about a mile wide and three and a half miles long stretching from 

the Tacarigug River In the south to the highest cult ivation on the 

watershed of the Tunapuna River in the north. I t  is between 

610 .  23'.  15'  and 61°. 24' .  15'  west and 100. 37». 15' .  and 

10°. 40'  30». north. 

The topography of the area may best be considered in two 

parts Northern and Southern. The northern area is steep and 

mountainous with slopes of 30° and over quite common. The highest 

point is  about 1000 feet above sea level.  The southern area is 

flat  raising only slightly in the north. Most of i t  is between 

the 25 and 50 feet contours.  The area Is drained by the Tunapuna 

river and i ts  tributaries which is a perennial stream above 

St.  Augustine and seasonal below i t .  A general teemp«n£aon of 

the topography of the area may be obtained from Photograph I .  

(b) Communications: 

The Eastern Main Road and the Churchil l  Rosevelt  road 

the two principal East West roads of the island passes through the 

centre of the area. There are stations on the Trinidad Uovernment 


