INTRODUCTION

The nutrient requirements for pigs in the tropics is a subject
which still needs a great deal of research.

Very little is known about

the requirements of pigs in the tropics and how these requirements
fer, if at all, from those in the temperate areas.
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Some preliminary

trials have been carried out in Trinidad (Butterworth & Houghton,
and these seem to indicate that pigs in the tropics have better weight
gains and food economy than pigs in temperate areas, but the carcases
are of poorer quality, largely due to over fatness.

However this pre

liminary experiment also showed that a restriction in intake of feed,
thus restricting energy intake, tended to reduce the back fat thickness
and decrease the amount of food required per unit of live weight gain.
This experiment was therefore designed to further investigate the pos
sibility of improving carcass quality and the food conversion efficiency,
by restricting food intake.
Food conversion efficiency and carcass quality are of great
importance to pig growers in both the temperate and tropical areas, but
the importance of these two factors cannot be over stressed here in
Trinidad because of the following reasons :1.

Nearly all the ingredients of a feed have to be

imported, thus the cost of feed is high.

The food conversion

efficiency of pigs must therefore be good to make pig farming
an economic proposition.
2.

Good quality pork can be imported at reasonable

costs from New Zealand, Canada and other countries.

The

buyers will therefore only buy locally produced pork if it is
of the same standard as pork that can be imported.
The aims and objectives of this experiment are therefore to
investigate the nutritional requirements of pigs in the tropics so as

to be able to compare these with requirements in temperate areas, and
specifically, to investigate the possibility of improving the food
conversion efficiency and carcass quality of pigs by restricting food
intake.

