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Jo_untary women’s asscciaticons nave a long history wnich 1s only
now being researched to reveal ~he mulriple ways in which women
have participated in naticnal development.

-~ the case of Jamaica, =he Jamaica Tederatiorn of Womern (JEFW)
which was “ounded in 1344 by Lady Molly Hduggins wife of the
coionial governcr is the sub’ect of this study. The JFW drew
meinly on the legacy cf the pro—imperzal whize dominated
sonservative women’s associations which were active in th
country from the late 19tnh century. IT neutralised The more
naticnalist-reformist and Afro-centric tendency among women which
had raised a women's rights agenda from the 1930s and deve_oped
as & _arge organisaticn which artracted membershiz from rural

poor women. Through their brancnhes these women -—ried tc respend
ro the varied needs of their communities and to inf.uence changes
in national life.

Jsing the extensive manuscript colliecticn of the JFW which i3
‘ocated at the National Library of Jamaica and at The
orgarisation’s headguaxters, gevernment documents, cral tesTtimony
and observing the JFW at close hand and consu~.ting varied butT
re_ated seccndary sourzces, the study sxamines tne oolitics,
ideclogy and programmes oI the organisation to 1962,

The wesearch revea.s that tne JFW Taught women Ilmpcertant ife
sxills, stimulated thelr leadershir capability, cocrdinated a
significant level of contribution to social wellfare develcpment.
Sowever because tnhe crganisation was mere influenced by “he
political agenda oI British imperialism than by women’s expressed
nterests it weaxened women’s tarust for social change at a
srizical stage in the nation’s develozment.



