R el s e e

i
1. vinpent (which also includes the Grenadines) is a very small ex-oritish
|

culony c,mg:iaing s lend erea of only 150 square miles. Pernaps because of this, its
vory intaeresting political history has been largely unnoticed by Caribbesan politicel

scisntisto. |Yet, in a miniaturs forwm, it proocadly regresents most of the striking

festures oF the pelitics of tho Conmonucalion Caribosan stutas. Thus, Ul Gowol)
horo has Lucn to subject an impoeriant sector of the Society - “labour® o acadeumic

scrutiny in an effurt to learn more about the way in which a small island sucicty

.

wich "levcdr® as cur central concern, wa heve exemined its relaticnships with
1
otner important layers in the soclety, principelly the Guvernment, political partics
|

and erployerse )Ey analysing thnese several relationships, we have isolated the concept
of politiual;unionisw wnich has been of very grect significance to St Vincent cver
ths yeers 1555—15?3. Political unionism has shown itsslf as a crucial permanent
srganisaticnal Tuerm of the lsbour force in the country,

In acadenic terms, this study claims Lo have made two modest contricutions,

firstly, it is the first eltempt to analyse "lapuur® gyctematically in cne cf thne

swaller ex~urilish colonies in the wsst Indies. Secondly, it nas bruught to light

gome hithertg un¥nown data about St. Vincent oecause of the author's access to

urces

unpublishsa Sa rces such as the files of #ire Ebenezer Joshue = the ceminant political

lacour leadsr for tne past tusnty years.

Tha tﬁcsks itself is divided intu eix chapters throuch which the sub joct matter

‘-‘d»-r
is arranged in a chronological order which cunveniently fits tne cevelopment of the
|

central ticscge Chapter I deals with definitions, conceptual Pormulations of labcur's
1

ecology and aibrief histcrical intrccducticns Chepter II surveys the pericd of the

turbulent mid+thirties and summarises the political conseguences of tnc 1335 riots,

' l

Chapter 111 abalyses the emergence of political uniunism in the 1940's and surly
1

1950t s, tnap?er IV shous the cdvent of the Pirst labour unicn « political perty

Gtuernm_nt, u&d Chapter V cumments on *hw crnisllenges which faced the qovernment =

~union ngxus_ih the 1960's, The concluding section, Chepter VI, eveluates the

empirical dat? and atittudes of tne wurkers. In additicn, it offers a final

tverview anuy grospect of Vincentian unicnisme °
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