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GENERAL COMMENTS

Therewerevarying levelsof performanceranging from excellent to poor with the overall performance
being comparableto 2007. Severd candidatesdemondrated highleve sof linguistic competence, oontaneity,
fluency and accuracy.

It isimportant for candidatesto be exposed to as many real-life situations as possible. Teachersare
encouraged to beinnovative and creativein teaching their studentsthe difficult aspects of thelanguage.
L earning through dramatization, s mulation and other fun-filled activitiesfacilitatesmuch retention and the
development of communi cativeand other skills. Vigitsto Spanish-gpeaking countriesand weekend intensive
practice sessions could be organi zed by teachers.

DETAILED COMMENTS
Paper 01—-MultipleChoice

Thispaper, which comprisestwo sections, testscandidates' ability to listen to and understand anumber of
aural itemsin thetarget language and to read and understand anumber of writtenitems. Both sections
require candidatesto have sufficient mastery of essential grammar and vocabulary.

Theoverd| performance on this paper was satisfactory. The main difficulties candidates seemed toface
wererelated to vocabulary and idiomatic expressions. Words such asenfadada, casamiento, periédico,
revista, deportivo proved challenging. Candidates should betaught how to recognize cognatesand use
them to guide comprehension. Euférica, should have been associated with euphoric. Additionaly, candidates
should be guided to make connections between different words. For instance, studentsknow casarse,
theverb. Hence, casamiento should have been easy to understand.

Paper 02 — Free Response
Section | —Directed Situations

Thisquestion demandsthat candidatesidentify thefunction for which the situation formsthe context, and
demongtratetheir control of appropriate grammatical structuresand knowledge of relevant vocabulary in
clearly worded, concise responses. The better candidates were able to satisfy these requirements.
Candidates performance onthewholeranged from outstanding to occasionswhen no attempt was made
to answer the questionsin the section.

Candidatesarereminded that they must rel atetheir responsesto thesituation provided. Thereisatendency

for candidatesto write general responseswhich do not fulfil aFUNCTION which relatesto the specific
gtuationgiven.

* An asterisk indicatesan incorrect form, spelling or structure.



Situation1

You aregoingout with friendsbut would likeyour brother to collect you at a specifictimeand
place. Writethenoteyou leave him.

Themajority of candidatestended to omit thefirst part of therubric“collecting the person.” Insome
cases, theverb coleccionar was used and those who attempted to use the verb venir, used parainstead
of por for “comefor me.”

Situation2

Send an email toafriend giving detailsof an end-of-year activity at your school.
Candidateswho attempted to usethefuturetense used it incorrectly in many instances. Therewereaso
candidateswho used thewords haber or hacer, instead of tener. ‘A’ wasalso frequently used instead
of ‘en’.

Situation 3

You havebeen given an assignment but do not under stand thetask. Writetheemail you send to
your teacher requesting assistance.

Many candidatessimply stated that thetask wasdifficult, but did not request assistance, whichiswhat
they wererequiredtodo. Thefamiliar formtiwasfrequently used even though candidateswere speaking
totheir teachers. Additionally asistir wasrepeatedly usedin place of ayudar.

Stuation4

You have applied for ajob but havenot recelved any response. Send an email to the manager
eXpressing your concern.

Many candidates did not perform the function of stating/expressing concern. They wrotevery generd
answersand in some caseseven lifted sections of the comprehension.

Situation5

Your parentsarereuctant tobuy you an articlewhich you really want. Writethenoteyou leave
in which you makeapromisetothem if they purchasethearticlefor you.

Thiswasfairly well doneathough in some cases, candidateswrote* promio, or * promito for prometo.
Situation6

Your friend hasbeen hospitalized after beinginvolved in an accident. Writethenoteyou send
expressing your regret.

Severa candidatesssmply wrotelo siento without reason. Many of thosewho used siento que, failled to
usethesubjunctive.

* Anagterisk indicatesanincorrect form, spelling or structure.



Stuation7

You gowith friendsto thecinema, but aremet with anoticestating that thefilm you wanted to
seeisnot being shown. Writethe note which explainswhen and at what time the film will be
shown.

Thewriting of both the date and time proved problematic for many candidates. Common errorswereen
—*en el jueves and son —*a son las doce.

Stuation8
You are shopping and go to the section whereyou know your favouritefood iskept. However,
you find theshelvesempty and anoticeinfor ming customer sof a problem with theitem. What

does the notice say?

Many candidatesincorrectly used theword mimado for spoilt. They must bereminded that thisisusually
used with children.

Situation9

Your sister hasjust bought anew book. Writethenote of adviceshehasplaced in it.

Many candidates misunderstood this situation and described the book without giving advice. Other
candidates provided advice, but did not relateit to the book. General advice such asjCuidado! wasnot
appropriate. jNotoguesmi libro! would have been better advice.

Situation10

Writeanoteexpressing good wishestoyour friend whoisabout to participatein acompetition.

Several candidates offered congratul ationsinstead of good wishes beforethe person had participatedin
thecompetition.

Section I —L etter/Composition
Thissectionisintended to assessthe candidates’ ability to producewritten languagewithinthe parameters
set out by the syllabus. Inaddition to mastery of relevant vocabulary, idiom and language structure, the
ability to expressideasclearly and coherently isemphasized. Thetwo optionsgivenweretheletter and the
composition, each of which wasmarked out of 30.
In general, the performance on this question was satisfactory. The essaysand |etters showed that the
writing skill needsto be given more attention. Fairly good scripts showed good structures, idiomatic
expressionsand attemptsto usethe subjunctive accurately.
Weaker scriptsreved ed thefollowing:

» Lackof vocabulary

* An asterisk indicatesan incorrect form, spelling or structure.



» Frequent errorsof grammar
- poor useof pronouns, for example, No puedoir con ta*
- expressing sorrow —estoy mucholo siento
- confusion—ylavar and levantar, for example, levantarélaropa
- problemswith* ser’ and ‘estar’
- problemsof agreement —la comiday la misica es muy bien*

A few scriptswereincoherent as candidatesjust wrotewordsin any order and without any consideration
for how languagefunctions.

Candidates could be hel ped by exposing them to morewritten Spanish. In other words, they should read
more and practise writing short prose pieces more frequently. A good knowledge of vocabulary is
indispensabletothisexercise.

Section |11 —Contextual Announcement/Contextual Dialogue

Thissection wasfirst tested in the May/June 2007 examination. It requires candidatesto choose either to
write (i) aContextua Announcement or (i) aContextual Dialogue Completion. CuesgiveninEnglishare
provided for both options.

M ost candidates chosethe Dial ogue Compl etion, but few of them used the opportunity to uselanguage
creatively and innovatively. The use of language showed basic structures, and copying from the
comprehension. Candidates should be cautioned about taking entire passagesfrom the comprehension
without relating them to the context given.

Candidates need to be guided to write the Contextual Announcement either asacontinuous paragraph or
inbulletedformat. Either way al the cuesneed to beincluded.

Themagjority of candidates performed satisfactorily. A small percentage achieved superior performance.

Candidatesmust be reminded of the need to establish register —formal or informal —tt or Ud, based on
the context provided.

Section 1V - Reading Comprehension

The performance on this section was good. Most candidates attempted this section and in general,
demonstrated good comprehension of the passage. Themain problemidentified with candidates’ responses
istheir difficulty with English. When candidates cannot expressthemselvesin English, themeaning they
want to communi cate can becomedistorted. While candidates are not penalized for English grammar,
they need to uselanguage clearly and effectively. Somevocabulary problemswered so evident ascandidates
often trandlated mujer as“manager”, presentarse as“to present” and isimo at the end of contento was
misunderstood by some candidates, so that “ very happy” wasunderstood only as* happy”.

* An asterisk indicatesanincorrect form, spelling or structure.



Responses to Questions
Question1
What had Ramén just completed?

Some candidates wrote that Ramén completed hisexamsleaving out thefact that they were hisfina
examinations.

Question2
W hat was heconcer ned about?

Most candidates emphasized Ramén'’ sfinding ajob, while the question was about what hewasgoing to
do after he graduated.

Question 3

Towhomdid hewrite?

Themgjority of candidates responded accurately to thisquestion.

Question4

Why wasRamon disappointed?

Candidatesfocused on how Ramon had studied hard but was unableto find ajob.
Question5

What career did Ramon wanted to pursue?

Theword abogado wasinterpreted as banker, business man, accountant, school.
Question6

Whofinally telephoned him?

Many candidates did not state specifically that awoman from thebank called. They smply said the bank
caled.

Question7
What information did Ramon receiveviathetelephonecall?

Most candidates mentioned ‘interview’ but did not statethat theinterview would be on thefollowing day.
Some candidateswho did not understand presentar se wrote that he had to make a presentation.

* An asterisk indicatesan incorrect form, spelling or structure.



Quedtion8

How did hereact totheinformation hereceived?
Contentismo wasinterpreted assmply ‘happy’. A few candidates said that he cel ebrated.
Question9
With whom did Ramén sharethe good news?
Most candidates responded appropriately. A few wrote‘father’, instead of ‘ parents’, for padres.
Question 10
Explain why therewasafeeling of anxiety among everyone.
Most candidates answered appropriately. However, somedid not understand * anxiety’ .
Paper 03—Oral Examination

This paper tested candidates’ ability (a) to produce appropriate responsesin thetarget languageina
number of simulations; (b) to read a oud ashort passagein thetarget |language; and c) to respondinthe
target languageto general questionshbased on 3 out of 6 topicsindicated inthe syllabus.
Section | - Responsesto Situations
Thissectionwas, for themost part, well done. A few candidates showed alack of understanding, while
others seemed to lack the appropriate vocabul ary or were unabl e to expressthemselvesfluently. Asa
result, their responses were halting, limited and jerky. The more competent candidates, however,
demonstrated agreater degree of confidence and correctness of expressions.
Some of the common problems demonstrated by candidatesincluded:

» Difficulty expressngrequests

* Incorrect formation of theimperative

* Incorrect formation of thefuture

» Confusionof “t0” and“ Ud”

*  Migrepresentation of somesituations

* Incorrect useof direct and indirect object pronouns

» Thesubjunctivemood
Section |1 - ReadingAloud

For the most part, this section waswell done. A few candidates had problemswith intonation, fluency,
stressand vowel sounds.

Main challengesfaced by candidateswere:;

 Incorrect pronunciation of consonants - j, 1, - jamaicanos, tegjidos, |1egd
* An asterisk indicatesanincorrect form, spelling or structure.
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e Mispronunciation of vowe soundsin cognatessuch as.

cultural coltural*
multicolores m-olticolores*
procede procide*
celebra celibra*

*  Some cognateswere completely mispronounced, for example, mayo, ingredientes, colonizacién
Thesewereanglicized.

e Dipthongswerenot properly pronounced

Dieciocho dicioicho

Bautizo bautiz6*

Riquezas often pronounced with an English Z sound.
Territorio pronounced teritorio

» Wordswith accentswere stressed onthewrong syllables

*précticawasrendered aspractica
*tomandola was rendered as tomanddla
*foaaneos was rendered as foranéos
*significa significa

*encontro encontro

* Vows soundswere mispronounced. For example, europeoswasrendered as* urupios’.
Section |11 - Guided Conver sation

Performance on this section ranged from excellent to weak. It was evident from their performancethat
some candidates had not been adequately prepared for thisexamination. They showed littleknowledge
of grammar and vocabulary, did not understand the questionsand lacked fluency. Some candidates
lacked the confidenceto supply meaningful answers.

Themaingrammatica problemscandidatesdisplayedinthissectionincluded errorsof verb form, incorrect
word order and problemsexpressing time.

Other problemsincluded:

*Confusionof ‘por’ and ‘para’

** Ser’ and festar’

*Useof infinitivesingtead of conjugated verb forms

* Agreement of subject and verb

* Expressing thetime at which something iswasdone: ¢A quéhoratelevantas?

A son las seis*
or
Son las seis*

* An asterisk indicatesan incorrect form, spelling or structure.



