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This paper investigated the history of Point Fortin
in the period 1900 to the 1930s. Secondary material in
the form of books, theses, journals, newspapers, govern-
ment reports and papers, as well as oral interviews with
knowledgeable people on the topic suggested that the oil
industry played a central role in the development of
Point Fortin in most of the period covered in this
research paper. This view was further substantiated by
documents and the 'in-house' magazine of the oil company

based in Point Fortin.

The evidence shows that the activities of the oil
company had a great impact on the social and economic
development of Point Fortin. The Company succeeded in
setting up a social structure based on categories and
grades related to employment. Senicr Staff workers
represented the upper class, Junior Staff workers be-
came the middle class, and the labcuring class repre-

sented the lower class. The policy <f the Company was



ive

to make living conditions of the upper class as com-
fortable as possible, to provide some semblance of
comfort for the middle class, and the labouring class
was left to fend for themselves. Yet, the activities
of the company in Point Fortin led to a growth in its
population, the promotion of business activity, and
an improvement in communication links with the rest
of the world. These results indicate that in the
period 1900 to the 1930s, the oil company in Point
Fortin was, to a great extent, responsible for the

shaping and development of Point Fortin as a distinct

oil-town.



