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After the abolition of slavery it is seen Lhat nesroes
demonstrated resilience in copling with their situations,
tany of them moved away from the estates, acqguired lands
whether by purchssing or squatting and settled in the hinter-
land of Southern Middlesex. This stimulated the estvblish-

ment of towns end villsges in the interior of these parishes,

These urban centres developed in response to the basic
needs of the settlers for facilities such zs shops, markets
and government egencies such 85 courts of law and post
offices. Therefore some of these centras were initielly
offering services as aress of axchange or serving administra-
tive functions. On the other hand, some of the 'old' estab-
lished towns which had been in existence before abolition
9xperienced & change of status as they lost their prominence

to those established since Emancipation.,



