
A chip down memory lane
The Alexander Ragtime Band: the
pioneer steel band from Newtown
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illustration by Kellhos showing Red Annyand Invaders steel orchestras.

The Alexander
Ragtime Band took Its
name from an
American movie of the
same name. Around
November 1'138, the
movie Alexander
Ragtime Band was
shown at the De Luxe
and Empire cinemas In

II nn

~.,.- ....,_ (....- .>d ." •• ,-, -.•".' 813'r, 'l', ,_
, .~_ :;.' ..l,.",~. '

Port -of-Spain.
Prior to this re-chris-

tening, the nant:~f the
band was the ~ "vary
Tamboo BambooBand.
In the mid to the late
1930S, when the
Waterfront in Port-of-

y
Gaston services Umlllld provides distributorship services to a leading manufacturer and marketer of
packagedBakery goods InTrinidadand Tobago. The Companyhas been in existencefor the past thirty-four
(34)years and prides itself on developing quality employeeswho sell quality products.The Company Is known
tor i1s atlraclive wages.

Gaston services Umited is looking for Field sales Personswho are dynamic and committed to serving and
valuing customers, candidates must have work experience in the sale of Fast Moving Consumer Goods,a
willingness to go beyond the call and the ability to work in a fast paced environment.

Be assigned to a route where the requirement will be to service all customers on
the assigned route
Collect cash after sale of products
Be required to submit dally orders to the Production Department and balance stock
reconciliation sheet at the end of the day'Swork
Assist with duties at the finished goodswarehouse

As a salesman, you will:

•

•
•

•
The successful candidate must have:

• Three (3) CXCor G.C.Ecertificates, two (2) of which must be English language
and Mathematics
Class 4 licensewith experience in driving Heavy-T vehicles
Valid Driver's permit
Excellent interpersonal and communication skills
A warm and approachable personality

•
•
•
•

~youare interested in applyingfor this position, kindly send your resume to:
Gastonservices Limited
TheHuman Resource Manager,
12·14 Gaston Street,
LangePark, Chaguanas
Unsuitableapplications will not be acknowledged

DeadlineDate: Wednesday15th June, 2011

the band to sing with
more gusto and enthu-
siasm.
From the Calvary

Tamboo Bamboo Band
of the previous years,
the transition was in full
effect to the metal/steel
and iron band.
As the legend goes,

the ARBwas coming up
Park Street with the
people dancing and
having a goodtime, and
as they tnrned down
into Charlotte Street,
the people from Hell
Yard were amazed and
in awe of what they saw.
Some members of the

pioneer ARB included
Carton "Humbugger'
Forde, Victor UTotee"
Wilson, Victor
"Mandoo" Wilson,
"Buddy" Colston,
fj Popoyack," Leo
Warner, "Peche,
"Police" and, the
Alphonso Brothers.
Reginald "Popo"

Alphonso was also one
of the ARB famous iron
men. Other legendary
names and characters of
this era, all contributing
to the preservation and
progress of the steel-
band (both the instru-
ment and movement)
were George Goddard,
Freddi Maroon, Maifan
Dr~on, Cwo, Johnny
Rab, Ronnie StHill, Lio
Terrible, the Corbeau
Town Section, the
Mayers Brothers, Candi
Boucan Steel Man,
Gumbo Lie Lie, and
Gumbo GIesen.
Years later, in the

period after World War
Il, Alexander Ragtime
Band spawned the Red
Army Band, located on
Green Corner, and
Commandoes on
Edward Street.
Today, thememory of

the legendary
Alexander Ragtime
Band continues to live
in the pages of steelpan
history in T&T, across
the globe, and in the
hearts and minds of
those surviving pio-
neers and pan lovers of
that glorious era.
Some residents of the

Big Yard community
were the BishopFamily,
the Coombs, MissNora,
Beryl Hughes, Hasting
Huggins, Adams,
Desmond Huggins and
Claire.




