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Challenge to law faculty dean

UWI hunts whlstleblower

BHOMNDA KRYSTAL RAMBALLY

The Unbversily of West
Tndies, 51 Augustine, is in-
vestigating wholeaked con-

e re-appointment of the
deain of the Facilty of Law.

Thee probe follows an excha-
stve story in yesterday's T&T
Guardian, which highlight-
ed 4 serbes of complaints amnd
allegations againsl Professor
Rose-Marie Belle Anfoinge amd
o challenge to ber four-year
re-appoinimaent.

Several ploces of correspornd -
endck detailing alleged victimi-
sation, along with letters by
lect urers expresging disconbent
orvier A olne s re- appaintmant,
which they said was unbowdfial
accoding bo The LW s statules
and ordinandes, were providisd
1o the TAT Guardian.

Visgterday thene was said babe
suspicion and finger-pointing
at the campus a5 university of-
ficials searched for the source
of Ehe leak.

A meeting bo be hebd by the
West Incdies Group of Univer-
sity Teachers (WIGLUT), the
andon representing lecturess,
R aiddress the claimas of victd-
mization and secret recording
af comersations was also re-
schidalid.

Efforts to contact LPWI pro
vice-chancellor  Sir  Hillary
Beckles om the matter were
iisiecesstul, bal Ese newsga-
per uniderstands the o was
drrwn to Sir Hilary's attention
as it was major topic of déscus -
slom at law Exculty’s across the
RO,

Mesnwhdle, at weshenda's
Socomd Ol amd Gak Law coa-
ference hosted by the faculty
af the Hilton Trinidad, Antoine
confromted the T&T Guardizn

Professsr Rose-Marie Belle Artoine, left, speaks with Torya
Ry durieg the Sacond O and Gas Law Conferance at Hiltes
Tirimiclad, 58 Ann's, yesterday. FHOTO ANISTO BVES

pheotographer 1o indicate she
wis not friends with former
prime mindster Kamla Per-
sanl- Bissessar as neparbed, but
was friemds with Shamon Row-
lew, wite of Prime Minister Iir
Kedth Rewley. Mrs Rowley lsan
AMorney,

Antoine aleo said she was
e ol wih (name called) was
behind the story.

Anteine was appointed in
2013 and a May 1, 2007, press
redease by The L'WT confirmed
Tt - apgpotil sk kot anc ke
fomir-year term.

It stated, “The Undversity
Connel, which held its mest-
fing at the Cave HEll Campus o
April 17, ks the poverning bady
af the regional university and
exercises powers such as mak-
ing appointmends as authar-
isedby The LW Chartor and
Statutes, managing finences
anid all buosiness aifalrs of the
Ueibversity

Besponding tobecturers’ oon-

cemns over her re-appointmeent

warkier this week, Antoine sald
shi was umaware of any legit -
imate concerns thal “some™
staff members may have and
was confident that The UMW
woizld have followed a1l appeo-
priate procedures and protocols.
She dismssed any allegation of
victimisation bul admdlted 1o
the secret taping of a comver-
sation with anofbher Becturer,
in the event that she would be
misquatied,

LW campas principal Prof
Erian Copetand had s e ds -
suwes raised by the Jechumers wene
being addressed and some had
been dismissed “as there was
a lack of umderstanding of the
= appointmeet b peocess.”

1m a better fo Copeland dated
Mimy 5, sendor lecturer Dr Ardl
sl saidithe re-appodntment
was made in wiolation of The
P T's Charter and Statutes.

He drew reference o Statute
12, which peovided in sil-rule
1 that deans of faculties hall be
appointed only after the camgus

principal has comducted con-
sultations within the fxcalty;
sub-rube 44 clagified that this
requiTemnent slso applies bo any
exhemsbon of term granbed toan
imcumbertt dean; and sub-rule 5
mamidatis advertisement of amy
vacancy in the office of dean
throughowt the university, and
even externally, if deemed nec-
eszary by The vice-chamcellor,

Bulkan =xid he viewed the
apparent breach if the statutes
with “profound alarm and dis-
appointmiend.”

But Antoine does have the
suppost of lecturer Alicda
Elias - Roberts. darig
yisterday's O and Gas confer-
enie, Flias - Roberts said she had
e Izsue with Anboine's tenume,

Incontradiction o Copeland's
ownscomements and that of clh-
er lecturers, Elias - Foberis sajd,
“The principal met with senior
lpcturers, e consulted with the
senior lectumers of the faculty
about the re-appointment of
Pl i, 2o Rhst {2 wethin the
slatules and ordinance af the
umiversity.

“And in any case [ would fust
Iike tounderscons that if you're
bt ne--appointed, thenyou'te
ol responsible for Ebe oonguld=
Lt poocess, Fiat would be the
umiversity's  administration.
I support the Dean's me-ap-
paintment and § think she is a
vislomary leader and she adds
b U'WTs bramd and guoality”
shi gaidl,

Acked if the Brue surroumiding
Aurrhaine was heing blown out of
proport ion, Eias - Roberts said:
“Ithink maybe comamunbeation
Is thee kssne, 1f there ane prob-
leme with o few [ectuners then
mayhi you have to nip things
e that in the bud and com-
municate with them mare ef-
fectivety on the ground before
you o oubside.”




