
Year End, 1979 

NEWS COMM;EN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
December 31, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: On }Tiday, December 29, 1978, I rounded off my 

year end commentary with the following words: "So it seems that 

the worldwide economic problems will persist in 1979, and that there 

may be some major political consequences stemming from this in some 

parts of the worldo How we in J amaica star1d up to all this in 1979 

will depe.nd on our OWil hard effort and on our own determination to 

survive a.nd to become more self-reliant and less dependent. It is 

up to us really.ff That is what I uaid a.t year end 1978, and now, at 

year end 1979, I could repeat this same general forecast for 1980 

which is only a few hours away. The important thing is that we have 

survived 1979; end we have survived this hard year with all of our 

key i11st1 ·t11t1.ons still intacto Our multi-party parliamentary democracy 

is still very much Aliveo The Judiciary is still unquestionably free 

Rnd independento '.l1he police and ·the army have come in for some harsh 

questioni11g, but they a.re still performing and, on the whole, perform-
,, people 

ing effectively under trying circumsl:iances in which some/ in the 

society have done their damndest to undermine public confidence in the 

overall integrity of our security forceso Nobody would dream of 

denouncing the entire business community because of a handful of 

corrupt or dishones -t or thieving businessmen; nobody would denounce 

the entire political community because of a handful of self-seeking, 

dishonest a11d anti-democi:a tic poli ticiana. So why the wholesale attack 

on the security forces if the intent is no ·t to undermine public 

confidence for political purposes? The church, too, that other key 

pillar of the society, has survived some (at time savagely unfair) 
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criticism fo r not seeing or speaking in the way that some special 
-

interests in the society woul d have liked it to. And the church, in 

1979, seemed to mo to have gTown stronger in its commitment to the 

poor and its concern with the problems of the poor. ft~d the news 
in freedom 

media - radio, television, newspapers - have survived/all the dire • 

a.11d dreadful prophecies and predictions and at time;; hyetpertel,( 
a 

screeohings. Indeed, there were time-s during the year when/section,s 
was 

of the new·• me.,.,dia/xcxe: so self-obsorbed, so pre-occupied with 1 ts 
~elf-

own self and its own narrow little/interests that it served thewider 

J amaican community very poorly. Still, the news media, in 1979, 

reflected a. much wider variett of views and interests within the 
the media has ever done 

Jrunaican society than/:we:xuxaxaxaxxluui: before. And that, I think, is 

a major a dve.ncc. Arid then there are the J maican people, this na,tions 

most important and most precious asset. They have been buffe~ed by 

by economic misfortunes over which we really have no control. But 

they have ~lso been imposed upon by people who performed badly, or 

who were a llowed to perform badly without being removed. from the job • 

.And they have been imposed upon by price gougers who seized upon the 

world i:nflation to squeeze the people even more. So they have increase 

the :price of food an d clothing and footwear more than the inflation 

really justified. So while a majority of the people suffered under the 
of inflation 

burden/a few actually grew richer. In this sense the burden )las not 

been shared equally: the majority, who are the poor, have been made 

to carry the heaviest burden. And this is something t ha t must not be 

allowed to go on in the 1880s. But the peopl e have survived, and they 

will survivo next year a:.1d the 1980s. And if you have watched the 

Jamaican people closely and listened to them closely, you will lrnow 
in the ways of t he world 

that t hey have more t h an just survived. They have grown wiser,/ more 
ma ture, more sure of themselves, and they itjmist on thinki:n~ for. them 

•sour hO'pe :ror 
selves instead of b · t And th 
the futureo Goodnigtlng old what to think• at 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

Price Increases & 
Self-Reliance 

Fo-£ bro dee.st on Fride.y 
December 28, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

the True Nature of 

Good evening: The year a.nd the decade draw to their close on a 

no ft.,of local price increases, the most dramatic of which is yesterday'1 

announced sugar price increases. And we know that the price of fuel 

is going .up within the first couple of days of the New Year and of 
energy 

the new deca de, and that with that/price increase will come a whole 

new round of other price increaseso So, as far as the cost of living 

is concerned, there is grief ahead for uso It does not make any kind 

of sense for any of us to pretend otherwiseo Unless we face the facti 

coldly and soberly we can only make the coming hardships more difficul· 

than they need beo But f eeing the facts, and insisting on certain 

patterns of behaviour and certain codes of conduct, we can cope with 

the hardships and we can survive and hold on El:til while we re-order 

our economic structu,res so that we can better withstand the shooks 

and pressures of the future than we ha.ve been able to do up to now. 

And. among other things, f acing the facts means asking hard questions 

and demanding honest answer so For ins ta.nee, how much of these new 

sugar price , increases are the result of downright bad performance? 

Is the J amaioan taxpayer, the Je.ma.ican consumer, aga.in b,eing asked 
~keo.,~c.{ 

to pay l16f' shoddy performanceM The state now runs Nlll'8 :ia of our 11 

sugar f actories. Are these now operating as effciently as they did 

when they were in private hands? Is the Sugar Industry Authority 
the multinational 

managing tts business as efficiently and as profitably as/Tate and 

Lyle did when it ran the West Indies Sugar Company? The figures I 

ha.ve seen suggests tha.t in straight beuiness terms the SIA is not 
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. \ye, °""' anywhere near a.s effect t Lm.anager as WISCO was. If SIA were a 

private management company which had to account to private investors, 

it would, I -suspect, be in very deep trouble right now, with whole-s 
-tq:> 

s ale firings from top to bottom. I single out SIA because theLmanagers 

of any enterprise must take the first responsibility for performMceo 

If performepioe is good they get the credit; if performMce is bad 
C81le 

they must take the blowso But the/farmers, too, have not performed 
e, 

as well as they could and should have. There has been a general declin 

in the care of the land ., and because of this poor husbandry the 
get an 

quality of the cane they grow has declinedo We used to/average of 

32 tone of cane to the acre in the 1960s, now we are down to 28 tons 

of caue to the acre. Of course there are mMy and valid reasons for 

this declineo One can always justify things and explain failures. But 
~o~i'.-ver ieoc\ 

when one's back is to the wall explanations 1are not enough. I remember at time -
/ when successive governments of Jamaica, and of both parties, refused 

to give bus fare increases or telephone or electricity rate increases 

or sugar price increases because they said these enterprises, which 

were then in private hands, should pay for their expansion out of 

profits and should not be capitalised by the consumero If we are to 

cope with the harships of the 1980s we are going to have to insist 
all productive ,like the liB:ikx11.t:xJtiur sugar industry,, 

that/stat~-lowned Md state-mMaged enterprises/pay their own way 
~c,1t~ these enterprises 

without t taxing the consuming public. And for us to go forward/so~ wil 

have to show a profit, whether some of our young ul tra-leftiats 

approve of profits or not. Indeed, from here on socialism, of whatever 
_.,...., 

brand, is going to be judge, d by its performance rather than its chat. 

And making the poor capitalise one of the highest cost sugar industr1: 
but \t 

. in the world, may be an a.bsolu te riecessi ty now/ is both poor business 
~ 

and poor social engineeringo It is alao a ltouchstone of the challenge 

we face tJl"-':lthe ~ B'm, ~ To produce a.a efficiently and profitably a d 
~fl.~i½ ~~e ~>f~a11_°ft.lo fB!f.Vfi86i!f!U~0~'d.nf~tfor the things which improve the 
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\Y Boxing Day, 1979 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
December 26, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: And I hope you have had a very happy and a very 

peaceful Christmas, and tha t what remains of the season will be 

good and will be safe. Please remember to take care, especially of 

the very young and the very old; and if you are driving take it easy 

and drink spe.ringly. One of the dubious blessings - if a crisis can 

ever be termed such - of the energy crisis is that, inevitably, we 

are going to have fewer and fewer motor vehicles on the roads as 

petrol becomes scarcer and more expensive and as there is less and 

less mua,: foreign exchailge with which to import new cars. And fewer 

cars on the roads will mean fewer road accidentso And fewer road 

accidents and less polution of the atmosphere will be blessings. 

Against this we must set the problem of how people are to getabout. 

How do children get to school? How do people get to work on time and 

in reasonable comfort if there is a drastic reduction of private oars? 

The bus service we have now, and indeed ~he unregulated and unsafe 

mini-bus service we have now just will not do. And it is high time 

that those who are responsible for providing these services began to 

anticipate problems and plan ahead to deal with them instead of alway, 

waiting until we are hit by the problem before doing anything about 1 t 
almost 

When/everybody - not just the poor - have to get about by public 

transport, a s they do in most of Europe, and to a lesser extent North 

America, how will we cope? When the teacher and the nurse and the 

manager and the secretary and the senior civil servant and the senior 

technician all have to share the public transport with those who now 
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traditionally use that public transport, how will we cope? These 

people are not going to be satisfied with the shoddy, irregular, 

ill-mannered · and unclean service t he poor now have to endureo So 
trying to ensure 

what will we do? Will go on/•xk:blgxnxax.tui. that this group go on 

running their private cars at greater and greater and greater cost in 

· foreign exchange we cannot afford, and a t the expense of improving 

public transport? This is what we have done in the past and what we 
decent 

are still doingo Or will we begin now to seriously create a/public 

transport system that everybody in the country can use? I think we 

either begin this now or else we will face chaos a few years down the 

road when people will have to abandon their private cars and have no 

alternative to turn to. It is all a question of how we are going to 
best long 

manage the scarcities of the 1980s, and in whose/u:tuaa.t term 

interesto And this sort of decision is going to have to be made 

globally as well. What happens when jet fuel becomes so scarce and the 

price so high that air fares become impossible for ordinary people? 

Will air travel come to an end? And wha t becomes of our, as well as 

the rest of the world 's, highly paid pilots? When you've tasted that 
a&ain 

kind of life it comes hard to/live like an or dinary mortalo Perhaps 

this is why most of us/ are, or appear, so unwilling to really think 

out the implications of the energy crisis. For instance, how the 
at each other 

devil are the Americans and the Russians going to launch/those deadly 

bombs and rockets and missiles which they are now stockpil ing at such 

enormous cost, if they do not have enough fuel? It takes fantastically 

vast quanties of fuel to fight wars with planes and tanks and rockets 

and the like~ So what will these superpowers do when they run out of 

fuel to propel their military hardware? Will they throw stones at each 

other? I looked down on the twinkling lights of Kingston at dawn on 
Christmas morning and I thought of all the twinkling lights in all the 
cities of the world I have seen. Wha t if they all went out? The country 
side, worldwide, woul! of course still be the same. Think of it 0 Goodn 
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;\ ~\rlhris~as 
NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
December 24, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Eve, 1979 

Good evening: This is the last Christmas Eve of the decade of the 

1970a; and tomorrow we ce l ebrate the last Christmas of this decade. 
weeK 

This time nextLWednesday we will be into the decfl de of the 1980a. 

So what do we say, how do we evaluate, this traumatic and now fast 

vanishing decade of the 1970s1 I think above everything else the 

decade of the 1970s will go down in history as the period which saw 

the beginning of the end of Western capitalism's total and complete 

control and management of the world economy. If we cast our minds 

back to the start of the 1970a - to the year 1970 itself - we will 

remei>e:er a world in which the United States,. and to a lesser extent 

its European allies, called the tune to which all the rest of the 
and European 

world danced. It was a world•~ in which the American/multinationals 

determined the price and the flow o~ oil. The Middle Eastern countries 

which owned the oil had next to no say in how that oil was exploited 

and in who got the lion's share from it. At source, in the Middle 

East in 1970 the oil was literally cheaper than dirt. At that time it 

cost the .American~ and European oil companies something like 300 to 

drill and pump and move one barrel of oil to a Persian Gulf port. 

There are 42 gallons of oil in every barrel. At 30c a barrel this 

was leas than le a gallon. And after shipping Elnd refining, and sti::j..l 

selling for only cents, the price to the American and European 

motorist of a gallon of petrol was some 7,000% higher than the cost 

of the oil at source. And of course it was always a little more 

expensive for the poorer Third World countries. And oil then, as now, 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

the world's 
was the energy that made the whole world move. It grove/m1x ships 

lit up the world's 
and planes and buses and trains and cars; i t/i::.tgkna•x homes and 

its · 
made/amE factories and farms produce in great abundance. And because 
oil 
~was controlled and managed by what has been described as the 

'military-industrial complex ' of a certain group of powers, that 

group of powers controlled and managed and, where necessary manipulateo 

world economic power. Cheap oil, cheap energy, was the foundation 

of the economic power of western eapitali11m which created the highly 
age 

oonsumerist/•nl• of post-wo:r-ld-war-two. And that is how 1 t still 

was at the start of the decade of the 1970s. And then, from 1973 

onward, we witnessed that world change at a blistering pace which 

many of us have not fully grasped yet. And the single most important 

factor in t his change was the taking away of the control of oil,. of 
One 

energy, from the Western capita.list powers. /im of the earliest 

and most visible results was the change in the status ot the once 

all-mighty American •greenback'. Because of American eopnomic and, 

therefore, political dominance, nobody ever questioned the wholesale 

printing of -.American dollars without any backitif to them. But when 

a grip o-n oil was removed, every treasury in· the world was suddenly 

anxiously aware of some $600-thousand-million greenbacks which cannot 

be redeemed floating about the worldo And still we are only at the 

start of the profound changes which were set in motion by this removinB 

of control of oil from Western capitalism. And this means that all 

the crises, all the problems, all the difficulties that the world has 

experienced during the decade of the 1970s will be intensified during 

the decade of the 1980s and onward, until this profound revolutionary 

change in world power relations, fin ally settles down° Until 
are all of us, worldwide, in for trying and difficult times. 
wise and the hardworking will overcome, not the trickyo So I 
W~fHr~8Me 8 al~19tafr~,iB~i~liePfaHipwdcMlYB'tliHB:e~g6~ihlhe 

then we 

Only the 
will not 

will to 
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The Cabinet Overhaul: Wha t Next? 

NEW3 COMM EN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
December 21, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: It is now four days to Christmas, anf still the 

political passions and the politicai chat run high. An d over the 
I 

past cou-ple of days the main theme has of ·course been l ast Wednesday• s 

overhaul of the Cabinet; for, like it or not, approve of it or not, 
six Ministers 

the axeing of/aaxa. Cabinet/and the reducing of the number of Minister1 

from 20 to 13 is drastic _enough to be more than just a 'reshuffle'. 

It is, in fact, a very deep end draati .c pruning. The thing to watch 

now is to sea just how far down the line this drastic pruning will 

go. .And this is going to be no less hard. en d diff'icul t to work out 

than mu.st have been the decision on the deep Cebine t cu ts. But just 

to clean up at the top~ and leave t he rot to go on eating away at 

the middle and bottom will not help to grapple with o~r hard problems. 
~ 

So we want to know how that 7lc cut of every tax dollar which goes 

in wages a.nd salaries of public servants is going to either be reduced 

or else justified by providing more goods and better services t6 the 

J amaican tax:payero This is a critical isaueo We are obviously going 

to have to wait for some of the details a.a well as for the outcome 

of t he new round of talks with the I.M.F. I 8J'll one of those who 

happens to think that the Prime ?Jinister is right to bring the weight 
of the influence 

/ of his office to bear in t aking over responsibility for Agricultureo 

There is no more dramatic way of making it clear -to the nation that 
ability to 

our/lu:~aax11f obsor·bug and wi thstandug the shocks and pressures and 

strains of t he 1980s will }J11: depend grea tly on whether we axa can 

provide most of the food we eat from our own land For make no 
we • 

mistake about ito All the food ( import - the cheapest and lowliest 
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like chicken neck and back included - a.re going to go up in price, 

no matter who forms the government of Jamaica or what ideological 

posture that · government strikes. Th.at is something beyond our control 
out of, 

as long as we de pend on imported food. The one way to break/or to 

minimise,that dependence is to feed ourselves from our own land. If 

anybody tells you otherwise, ask: them to spell it out for you in dete.iJ 

And we are also going to haYe to look to the land as our main area 

for the crwstion of new empluyment. So, from here on, the Jamaican 

earth, and how :productively and well we use that J amaican earth is 

going to be almoiat more vi ta.l than at any other time in the history 

· of this island. All the foreign borrowing, and a.11 the foreign 

inveatmen ts, and all the trick financial fineseir.g, end all the 

e,djusting of our policies not to offend this or that great power -

all these are going to heve to be secondary to our dependence on the 

Jamaican earth - if we want to go on being the free e.nd independent 
net 

people we now are. Mining and tourism, our two main/foreign exchange 

earners right now, are both based on the land and what it has to offer. 
should be 

Export a.gricultmre/i:x the other logical net e arner of foreign exchange. 

These three between them should provide all the foreign exchange 

needed for our iJaai:~ essential imports, and they should also provide 

most of the jobs we need. And what of manufacturing? I think export 

manufacturing which is e. net earner of foreign exche.nge must be seen 

a.s essential to the economy. But the Jema.ice. of the 1980s may just 

not be able to a fford, or want to a.fford, the type of ms.hufacturing 

which is a net consumer of large amounts of foreign exchange ::.n return 

for creating a hs.n.dful of jobs. The whole world, not only Jamaica is 
t 61/ i,w;.tevk-C.. ,, 

in ecomordc crisis. L.Israel ha.s & 100% i.nflation rate and ha,s cut out 

all subsid_ies on ba.E!iC foodstu.ffa , Britain's unemployed who now m..1mbeJ 
l ,_,;, .Q><.f>~~f 1o vi,. ~ 

9 35?,000/\. ~ l;i; l'iBe by ruiother 400,000 over the next 18 months. We 
are I in this same tough and difficult world Goodnight 

Wwe..~ 0 
• 
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The Govt.i Reshuffle or el Overhaul? 
-An l mfsiP ii t" t Ntt •e e ikio Q.iWl l Leg i~ t±-sae '"" 

I 
NEW S COMM NT 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
December 19, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening : It ooks like there is going to be no break foilus from 

politics this Chrlilstmas; but do not lej it spoil your fun and your 

enjoyment. We can all enjoy ourselves and still keep a watch on 

developments. You know tha. t for a.11 our troubles there is still muoh 

to enjoy and to be thftnkful for. So don't let the bad news or the 

sourpusses sour up your Christmas. In a couple of hours from now 

the rime Minister will tell us the make-up of his new administration 

and how he proposes that we grapple with some of our most acute 

problems. And let us face it, it is we who are going to have to 

grapple with these problems. The Government must give a lead; but the 

government cannot do everything for us. One of the problems is and 

has been too much government: too many inisters, not all of whom 

have performed satisfactorily, and too big a.nd burgeoning and un­

respons ive a bureaucracy. That is the basic aspect of the government'e 

side of t he problem. And on this aspect r. Manley's statement 

should give us some very olear pointers as wo whether we are being 

presented with just ano ·ther government reshuffle or whether we are 

nai:kaicxwaxaxa embarking on real and serious and drastic overhaul 

of the whole bureaucratic structure, beginning at the top and going 

ail the way down. A reshuffle would of course be easier and less 

painful: a serious overhaul will shake-up things and hurt very deeply 

in some areas. It is like an overgrown tree that puta out more leaves 
fully 

and branches than fruit. To bear/again such a tree needs drasic prunini 

Just snipping a limb here and a limb there may lmok pretty but it will 
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not re•tore the tree to full bearing. So let us watch this closely. 

And then let us all remind ourselves that we too have an important 

part, i11deed the most important part, in grappling with our problems. 

hey, the government, must give us the proper guidelines and the prope 

tools and set the proper ex8JJ)ple; and we, the people, must get on 

with the job. That i~ t he way. And in order not to be unduly con­

fused let us be clear about the Opposition's call for the Prime 

Minister himself to resign. There• s r1othing wrong with that call. It 

is a straightforward party political response to the fact that the 

government is in worries. Any opposition in any p rliamentary 

democracy would make such a call: it is part of the parliamentary 

game. But it does not mean the.t the Opposition either expects or 

hopes tha t the Prime :&ilir1ister will resign 0 They know that theonly 

constitutional way in which the Prime Minister can be forced to 

resign is for the JLP Opposition to move a vote of no confidence in 

Pflrliament and to then try to persuade en6u@l PNP MJs to vote with 

them to defeat the government. And if you bear in mind that the 

JLP has only 13 members in our present Parliament as agains.t the 

PNP's 47, then it would mean that the JLP would have to persuade 

18 PNP MPs to defect and vote with them. And not even the wildest 

dreamers in the LP can hope to attract 18 PNP defectors. So the 

resign a tion calls should be seen for what they are, the routine party 

exploitation of the government's difficulties, and should not be 

allowed to distract us from the hard problems that are going to have 

lse be grappled, no ma tter which party is in power. What, for instance, 

would the opposition do to deal with that shocking revelation that 

between 60c and 70c of every tax dollar goes in paying the wages and 

s alaries of those in government service? This is a fund amntal i s sue 

which has been developing from before 1972. And this s~ould be an 
election issue. So what would this or any other govt do abaut it? · oodnight 
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Economic s of Survival: 
Public Sector & the Productive Process 

NEWS COMMEN 
For bro dcast Monday 
December 17, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Of all the many statements me.de from public platforms 

and public forums over this past weekend the one which has caused 

me person ally most concern and most thought wa• tha.t reported state­

ment by the Prime Minister that between 60% nd 70% of all the taxes 

collected by the government went top y civil service salaries. Just 

pa.use and think about it: be tween 60c and 70c of every tax dollar 

goes to pay wages and salaries. This means that only be tween 300 and 
and maintain 

40c of that dollar a.re left to buy the materials needed to build/ our 

schools and pospitals and the teaching and medical equipment they must 
contra.ct or 

have, and 50 get our road cons true tion material and to pay the/ casual 

workers who must do that road building and maint ining work; it means 

that only between 300 and 400 out of every tax dollar you and I pay 

go into providing and improving and expanding the social seYYtees 

we, as tax payers, are entitled to expect and demand from our govern­

ment. Now, if you look at this in cold business terms, in terms of 

getting value for your money, this is a clearly unsupportable ai tuatior. 

Because such a very high propor·tion of our tax dollar goes into wages 

and selariea and fringe benefits, there just is not enough left to 
moderately good improvements 

make even/mauxa~•x~xaxtaio in the quality of service provided for 
t-bt 
lperson who does the paying, the J amaican taxpayer. If any businessman, 

out in ,ages ends laries 
e.ny manufacturer, any farmer, were to pay/between 60c and 70c out of 

every dollar he earns there would not be enough left to cover his 

overheads, to pay for his re.w material and other equipment and he 

would not be in business for long, especi lly if he also has both 
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local nd foreign debts which have to be serviced nd which have 

to be paid off one day. In cold business terms the paying of between 

60% nd 70% of income in wages an salaries is something no business 

can urvive, no matter how well it i s run or how efficiently it is 

managed, and no mat ter what the social or political system under which 

it operates. And please note very carefully that 60 ~ or 70% of income 

is not the s eme thing aa 60 % or 70% of profits. And if the Jamaican 

government is currenily paying between 60S and 70% of its income from 

taxation as salaries and wages, then doing something about this 
~ tv o-i iol'\ 

untenable i must be a. ma tter of top priority. So what are the al ternati,; 

There is always the simplest and most traditional capitalist solution 

of cutbacks and lay-off? Mrs. Thatcher's Conservative Government in 

Britain has opte fort is course. I do not myself think the. t J amaica 

can afford this course. We already have far too many people uut of 

work. A second nd a lso capitalist alternative is a massive works 

progr amm e such s t he one launched by President Roosevelt during the 

Great Depression of t he 1920s. But the Americans were in a very much 

worse state than we no w are before they were ready to embrace the 

WPA. I suspect things would he.veto get much worse before we would be 

willing to ccept that kind of project. In wartime Britain they buil t 

a land anny which soon had an embattled ri tain all but self-suffient 

in food. ~e were not willing to sustain a national youth serviv9 so 

can you see our bureaucratic desk jockeys willingly being mobilised 

to go out into the country to cut cane and grow food? An d yet, one way 

or another, t he governmer1t, t his or an7 o ther government, 
· w~WJ~ 60" -Ji, 70<- at-~ Tax ckttvJ ~ 

have to change the ratio L~n i~e iee;eme end::::Ythlrt=:t t l' 

and salaries. The moat desireable way in which to do this 

is going to 

r• in wages 

is of course 

to make its workers vastly more productive so tha t what they put in .VI,\. 
vi.. ~ S; 10-ks: 

goods and servic~ is rea ter than what t hey take out~ There is no 
other way ahead. Goodnight. 
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1) The Mood Ten Days Before Christmas 
2) Shearer on Retail Prices 
3) Some Inter nation al Notes 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
December 14, 1979, 6olOp .• m 

Good evening: Older J amaicans will remember that in that now-almost­

unbelievable-past when pebol cost less than five shillings {or fifty 

cents) a gallon, and a loaf of bread cost pence, and you paid l/6d 

{or fifteen cents) for the cheapest beef like soup and stew, and 

between 3l6d and 5/- for the very best cuts - in that past the 

jingles at this time would be about the number of 'shopping days• 
of a pa.st · 

to Christma so By tha t yardstick/of cheap energy and cheap food and 

cheap r aw material - and, lest we forget, cheap labour - we now have 

leas than ten shopping days to Christmas. And even in these hard and 

difficult times - and. they were just as hard and in some ways even 

more difficult for the unemployed and the very poor in the past -
wa_s put 

when Christmas was as near as this partisan politics /wEC% into low 

gear because t his was accepted as the season of peace among men {and 

women) of goodwillo But the sound and sight of the news headlines 

suggest that it might be different this year. With iaaa ten days to 

Christmas the harsh and strident political war of words continues 

unaba•ad. Th.is time there is a sort of attacking line-up of all 
key 

the/private seotor groupings ageinst the government, with the first 

Supplementary Estima tes to the 1979/80 Budget as the main focus of 

the attacko And one of these groups has even gone as far as calling 

for the withdrawal of these Estima teso One of the worrying things 

about this is that the attacks seem not to be concerned with specific 

details of proposed expenditure which could be identified a f ither 
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wasteful or not in the public interest. For surely, some of the 

proposed spending in the Supplementary Estima tes is unavoidableo 

There has to · be additional spending to repair this year's flood 
cancel 

drunageo Are we really to/aua;p the roughly $30-million on this repair 
·-~ 

work? Are .. we to cancelled the 833-million-plus for teachers' salaries 
salaries 

and allowances? And the roughly $20-mill~on for nurses/ and drugs and 

other medical supplies? And the $31-million-plus :for Christmas work? 
to 

Just these four items alone add up/more than $114-million of the total 

of $129-million-plus. So what is it that the private sector critics 

really want? It seems important, in their own interest, that they 

avoid the suspicion that their . concerns are really narrowly partisan 

aad political rather than with. the national good. Both Mr. Eric Bell 

an.d Mr. Hugh Shearer have recently offered the private sector sound 

advice. Mr. Bell urged them to be progressive businessmen an o)women; 

Mr . Shearer urged them to take an interest in the retail prices that 

h&l.\j pressed consumers have to cope with., Mr. Shearer said prices on 

non-contro1·1ed imported items were outrageous compared with the prices -

of those same articles in the United States. There can be no justifi­

oa tion, he said, for price differences of seven to fifteen times more 

than in New York or Toron$$o Mr. Shearer here touched a very raw and 

a very sore point and spoke for all Jamaican consumers of all parties. 

In addition to all their other hardships most J amaican consumers feel 

that they are the victims of massive rip-offs and mark-ups. And things 

are not much more seasonal anywhere else in the world. That 86-a-barre: 

oil increase is bound to lead to further world-wide inflation 0 Even 

if OPEC makes things a little easier for Third World countries with 

discounts on the prices they have to p_ay, all the things they import 

h £ r~m the rich countries will still go up because the cost of producing 
1~f things will go up. So, better we get serious about feeding our.Belves

0 

There are no trick political solutions aroundo Goodnight 0 
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l) Iran: U. S. Calls f or Economic Sanctions 
2) Rhodesia Reverts to Colony Status 

NEWS COMMEN '.1.1ARY 
For broadcast on Vednesday 
December 12, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The two main events on the international scene - the 

crisis cau ed by the holding of American hostages in Iran and the 

Rhodesian indepe·aence talks - h ve both taken new and drama tic turns: 
1. 

and it might be useful for us to try and understand some of the future 

implications of these new developments bee use they could end up 

affecting the whole world, including all of us here in Jam ica. Mr. 

Cyrus V nee, the American Selretary of State is currently in Western 

.Europe to drum up support there for an American move to get the 

United Nations Seouri ty Council to impose economic sanctions on Iran. 

You will re ember that this srune form of U.N.-ordered economic 

sanctions was one of the weapons used in the long effort to end Ian 

Smith•~ white lhodesia rebellion. You will lso remember that on tha t 

one the entlire ecurity Council supported Britain's call for the 

sanction and so did most, if not all, the members of the United Nation: 

11 the indica tions are tha t there will be no such unanimity over any 

call for economic sanctions against Iran. Even if the United St tea 

were to succeed in persuading its N.A.T.O. allies- to go along with 

the sanctions idea - and I doubt very much that it can do this - I 
than possibly 

do no~ see any iddle Eastern country other/~Blmtisrael and Egypt 

agreeing to s nctions against Iran. And certainly, the overwhelming 

majority of Third World countries are not likely to agree . They all 

agree , either openly or privately, that the seizing of the :Embassy 

and the taking hostage of its American occupants, is a violation of 
long-st nding international law and custom, and ell want this si tuatioJ 
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t o end as quickly as possible . But in face of the record of what 

the f ormer Shah did, end did with American support, it is difficult 

for any Third World country to participate in punitive action against 

the I r anian people . Then of course there is the likelihood of an 

almost certain veto by the Soviet Union . So this course of action , i f 
carried out, and Europe 

/even if only supported by ~u Western/bimxa is certain sharpen 

conflict between the Western powers an d the Third World. Indeed, the 

Un ited St a tes is already have problems with its major Asian ally , Jap8l 

hile the other western powers have been trying to discreetly support 

the .American pressures, J pan has been buying larger quantities of 

Iranian oil on the spot market. The Americans are openly angry; but 

t he main concern o.f the J apanese is , and has to be , J apanese self­

in t erest. And they need oil despera tely; no matter from whom or at 

wha t price. Aild so J pan is quietly turning to that other Asian 
untapped and 

giant , China , which has vast/underdeveloped natural resources , includ­
Economic 

ing oil . /tiltaxw~ co-opera tion between Japan an d China is logical 

and makes a deal of sense in the constantly changing alignment and 

realignment of political nd economic power in the world. In this 
estern 

sense/economic sanctions against Iran could end up further weakening 
hold on 

t he a lready declining/global economic power of the West. AndRhodesia ' , 

reversion to being a British colony once more mean, among many other 

t hings, t ha t any r e.ids against Zambia. or Mozambique can , and will , 

from now onwards be placed squarely on the United Kingdom. By resuming 

control of t he rebel colony, Britain also assumes responaibili ty .for 

all its actions. The question is: If there is some hitch over the 

cea s efire, will the P triotic Front then h~ve to f ace the British 

army? This is one of the more dangerous possibilities that also has to 

be thought of. Perhaps it was this thought that made r . James Callagh 

so angry in the British Parliament yesterday. Goodnight. 
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1) The Economy as a Politica l Pawn 
2) .DPJ1gers of The Technique of the 'Big Lie' 
3) 11he Police, t he Journalist & the Public 

NEWS CONlM •. :l'ARY 
· or bro~.dca.at on N onde.y 
December 10, 1979, 6.l0p.m 

Good evening: It was a weekend of 'the same mixture as before' both 

locally and on t he internationa l scene. The U.S.-Iran crisis is still 

very much with us. The y ~till t alk peace while the bloddlettirig goes 
,or some of us, 

on in Rhodesia. And we/in J amaica still continue, in the name of 

pa triotism, to tear this good little country apart because the 

J amaican economy is now seen as the principal pawn in the political 

power game. With some two years more to go before nationali elections 
, both foreign and local, 

ere constitutionally due inv·eators/are being warned that if they do 

put their money into ifm1r:tca investments in Jamaica, those investments 

might not be sate, might not be honoured or respected, if there/ 

were to be a change of government and if such a new government were 

to decide that suoh investments are not in the national interest. 

Thi s warning is not accompanied by any clear statement of what would 

be reggmled as investments which would be in the •national interest• 

and what would be inve s taen ·ts seen as •not in the national in tere at~' • 
very proper, not obviously but 

It is all/vagae, unspecific,/threatening./lUUi crystal clear to any 

would-be investor in J amaica. And the effect is to frighten investors 

away. Thi s is in fact a variation on t hose po s ters carr ied by J eme.icans 

in Miami on November 29 calling on American s not to invest inJemaica. 

And if this warning of f of investor were to succeed, if investment 
from now on 

were to dry up/over the next two years J amaica's very serious problems 

would indeed get very much worse, and you may indeed end up with the 

collapse of the economy. ~hat is no t. so sure though is that this will 
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necessarily result in the Jamaican electorate entrusting political 

po'fver to those whom they may see as responsible for frightening away 

the investors. lllis is the great risk of this particular buaiaess of 

using the economy as a political pawn. It assumes that Jamaicans, 

or at least moat J maicans, put their personal short term economic 

needs above patriotism, above self-respect, above national pride, 

above a sense and feel of national sovereignty. If this assumption 

proves wrong then any change of government may in fact end up sweepin: 
gaining 

away those who have based t 11eir strategy for/power on the using of 
m,: 

the economy as a pawn in the political power game. It is/•s possible 

that a highly politicised Jamaican electorate may feel disgust and 

contempt :for this nationally destructive and degrading strategy and 

reject it. And if they do, where do we go from here? Can our multi-
~· 

party parliamentary democracy survive partisan politicis carried to 

these nationally destructive extremes? We shall see. And what do we 
t he 

do about/obea.h thing which has crept into our politics where people 

repeat over and over and over again that they a.re going to win or 

that so-and-so is going to lose until they really believe it? The 

trouble with this sort of thing is that if their obeah does not work, 
try and 

and to/avoid be- ing discredited as false p~ophets, these people will 

go to all sorts of lengths to •prove' that they were robbed. Here 

again the politics of wild extremes and claims end·s up as destructive 
whose survival 

of a multi-party parliamentary system/wax•• is based on reason and 
certa in 

moder tion and the observance of/rulea by all $ides. I em afraid some 

of our journalists are hooked on this wishful obeah b)tsiness. Perhaps 

they should be reminded that today• s J amaican voter is not easily 

conned or fooled by any side in the power game. And finally and very 

briefly, I do agree that we could do with better relations between 
the police and journalists but thi • , I suspect, will mo~t likely come 
out of better and happier relations between the police and the public. 

GOOdni .o-,._.._ 
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r-;Ews CvNIMEN TARY 

l) 
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For broadcast on -Friday 
Iiecember 7, 1'979, 6ol0p. 

Crisis Deepens 
8 llY Pi tfalla Ahea.d 

Good evening: With .Americf".n warships approeching Iranian territorial 

we ters, e.nd wt th Iranian jet fighte r plnnes shadowing theae war-plane, 

and with ele:me1utme of the Soviet navy also r e ported to be somewhere 

in the Eiree. t he sj_tuation ever U.,S.-Irani~n re l a tion s takes on a 

new delicacy. Mr~ Carter, t he .American President, is reported as 

having t old a. group of Congressmen t hat t he United Sta tes is now 

ahout t o tighten the screws on Iran every few da.ys. An d there ere 

poweTful pressures wi t hin the United St P- tes for the President to 'do 

s omething, an y thing' to hit bs.ck at Ir~.n. The big que stion is: In 

thi s e.tmosphere of J.mericem outrage an.d anger which se ems to be 

t,,Towing almo s t by t he day, how long can Presidont Carter mair1ta.in 

his quie t con t ro l ffi1 and determined use of diplomncy rather than 

military might? MA ke nc mi s t ake a.bout it: t h e longer this thing 

goes on, t he gres.ter will become the pre s sure for the President to 

use forceo An d. sooner or later there will come a point when Mr. 

Ce r t er will be uneble to conta i n the presst:.res. And t he fact that 

we now have a show of J..merican might in tho are s , of Soviet might 

in the e.rea, end of an Iranian show of :i,j 11 tE:.ry defiance - does not 

make matters any easier • .And s o , unle s s t his we ekend shows a sudden 

en d dramatic easing of tension with t he rele ase of sozne of the 

hostages t h e crisis in bound to lurch a little n earer t o that point 

of explo s ion which nobody r e ally wants. And what makes it e.11. so 

f very much . more explosive t han ever be fore 1 s the mounting anger and rus"tra"tl.on 8.Ila 
/ loss of patience of the American people. And the deadly danger is wa 
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The second iss1J.e currently dominating the international scene is 

Rhodesia where, on the face of it, the outlook for an end to the 

fighting now appear much brighter than ever before. There has been 

agreement on a ceasefire formula, a new Govern.or he.s been named 

and Rhodesia returns to legality as a British colony until new 

elections leading to internationally recognised indepa ence are held, 
has · ~ 

1'}).at is what/xa been worked out and if the few remaining points of 

dispute - · s-uch as where the armed forces o!" ~the~-Patriotic .Front are 

to be station.ad and what role they will perform during the time leadin, 

up to elections - if these can be resolved then the Rhodesi,a crisis 

would indeed appear to be over, and independence undef genuine black 

majority rule will be at hand. But rosy and hopeful as this optimistic 

picture see~s, it would not be wise to take it at face value. Consider 

just two matters. Already there are indications that Bishop MuzorW1Ja 

is determined to •steai a march' by making it difficult for the Patrio• 

Front people to elec •tioneer in the country while he himself is already 

hard a.t it. If the eleftions are too obviously rigged and manipulated 

in favour of the present regime, the Pa triotic front is likely to 

withdraw in digust and resume the fighting. And this i s not as unlikelJ 

as those painters of an optimistic picture would like it to be. Then 

there is the second matter. If the elections are fair and if the 

Patriotic Front won those elections, will the South African whites 

stand by while Joshua Nkomo and Robe!\ Muga·be set in pla.ce a radically 

inclinedblack government in Zimbabwe, a government which is more 

likely to turn to Cuba and the Soviet Union for technical and economic 

assistenee than t o South Africa? I frankly do not think the South 

Africans are goin.g to sa,y ' Al r ight, the people of Zimbabwe have made 
their and we will abide by it. So for me personally, there are still 
many pitfalls ahead before Zimbabwe will be really free. Goodnighto 
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1) The North Co as t .Fla sh_ Floods 
..,. / 2) 11he Weather in t he U. S • . 

/ ' 3) ~N. s.ou:r.n.~ IrM 

BBWS OOMMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
December 5, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The sudden and unexpected a.nd unpredictable fle.sh 

flooding in Portland and St. Mary and StG Aun was the lrj test blow 

in a yes.r in which J amaica h a s mad more than its fair share of 
disasters 

natural diaassezs - if such disasters can ever be described as 'fair'o 

And all the damage, or moat of it, has been done by water, the most 
-· 

life-sustaining of all the minerals of the ear:til. Without water there 

can be no life. Ar.d yet, too much of it, and uncontrolled, and moving 

too fast or rising too high, ••tax or ln combination with wind or 

earthquake, water can be■ome a terrible and destructive force, a 

~orce that causes natural diaasuzs. We know all -this, and knowing 

this, we should, long ago have t aken the kind of action which would 

protect us, as a people, from the damage water can do, while we 

enjoy all its ble s sings. And permanent flood control and soil conser­
measu.res 

vationJ and the building of proper roads and gullies which would 

stand up to the kind of sudden and heavy downpours which are a common 
an 

feature of our lives, should have been/obvious and on-goi8g policy 

which cut right across party politics, and which should have dated 

back to 1962 at the very least. The fact that the April and June 

downpours, 1111axxawx~u caused the havoc suffered in the West End of 

the island, end now the lesser but still serious damage on the !forth 
how 

coast, are telling criticisms of/poorly successive governments of 

J amaica have dealt with this problem. Please don't misunderstand me. 

There is nothing any government can do to prevent the kind of 

saturation of the earth which took place in Western Jamaica in June 
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because no governm.e11 t can oon trol the wea ther, and no opposition 

can manipulate the weather to embarrass or unseat the government. 
bo'th 

But if they/know that the ls.nd is prone to retaining water and is 

prone to turning in to a lake in times of heavy flooding; and if they 
a permanent likelihood 

know that heavy flooding is/:t:tk•~ in the rainy season ., then they 

should also know that a certe,in kind and quality of flood control, 

and of drainage, and of roA,d building, and even of -where homes 

should be located, is absolutely essential if the damage from water 

is to be reduced to the minimum pos sible .<> It is here tha t they have 

all failed. And eo each year, after each flooding, we have spent 

more money than the yea:r before or the year before to patch up the 

damage caused by the l ast flooding. An d this patchy-patchy business, 

however necessary, will go on being the mast wasteful u s e of our 

national resources until we have a properly worked out and permanent 

policy of flood control and man agement an d. con servation in place. In 

·t;he long run this &DII%Xlllf policy is the very ohee,peato But, you know, 

man y of us heve slipped in to the habit of seeing only the dark side 

of t hings ; and yet there are so many things that are good and beautifu 

tooo It is very oold and wet anti snowing and miserable right now in . 

most of the United and in much of Europe. For most of us the sun is 

shining and the world is beautiful. And there is a gentle and bre.cing 

coolness to the J amaican hills right now. And there is all the green 

that you do not see in cold countries. Pl ea•e try and get up very 

early one morning, wherever you are, and turn to the hills and watch 

the sun come up. And look at Jamaica with seeing eyes : it is a good 

and beautiful plaee, and i t is ours. For all our troubles, we have 

very many blessings. It i s a good idea to pause and count those 
blessing every now an d thenQ Goodnight. 
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The Political Process and the 
Limits of Power 

NEWS COWMEN'.f'ARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
December 3, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

even ts in 
Good evening: The world political crisis sparked by/Iran continues 

to bedevil the internationa,l scene: and there is the widesprea d 

realisation that unless it 1* handled with delicate care it would 

easily flare up into war with unforeseeable consequences. And one of 

the more hopeful indicators from the very outset of this crisis ha s 

been the American President's apparent understanding of some of the 
and historical 

deeper religious and psychological/driving forces behind the Iranian 

e.ction. Perhaps it is because Mr. Carter is himself a very religious 

person that he has been able to understand the critical importance of 

the hitherto latent force of a now aroused Islam which is at work 

throughout the Middle East and in many other parts of t he worldo 

Ni thout that understanding, with a J'ohn Connally or a Ronald Reagan 

or even an Edward Kennedy in the White House, some •tougher• line of 

action might have been decided on and the Unted States in/particular, 
today 

and the Western world in general, might/have found itself locked in 8lll 

Islu:ic Jihad, an I slamic holy war. Those flash-fire eruptions in 

Pakistan, at the Grand Mosque at Mecca, in Libya end elsewhere, are 

small indicators of just how potentially explosive this whole thing 

is. And any sort of 'holy war• between Islam and western christendom, 

would be as terrible and ugly as only religious wars have proven to 

be in the history of mankind. And I think it isl rgely,~ if not mainlJ 

because dr. Jimmy Carter had the unique ability to see this hidden 

danger that he did not use America's vast power in the conventional anc 

tr di tion a.l way in which problems like these are handled. And so a 

greater imperative than the nationalistic - and if you like chawriB.iat 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

ic impulse to prove to the world that they are. the top dog and 

the greatest and the rest,f compelled Mr. Carter to see the hidden 

dangers and· to recognise the limits these impose,d on .American might 

and power. The fa.ct that Mr. Carter had the power did not mean that 

he could use it - without risking setting our world on fire. And it 

tells u~ something about the man and about hi~ understanding of the 

use and the limits of power in today's worldo In an electioneering 

speech over this past weekend Mr. Edward Kennedy made it clear, to me 

at least, that he does not have this kind of understanding of the 
realistic national self-interst, 

limits that can be imposed on the exercise of power by/a sense of 
to a particular group of people, to a nation, 

responsibility/to mankind, to the world and to the future. But then ., 

there are not very many political leaders or opinion makers in the 

world who hove this killaxof ability to understand the limits imposed 

on power by the need to serve the public good. Here in Jamaica, for 

instance, the now common threat to look-down the country is a demlarat• 

ion of power without any apparent recognition of the consequence that 

would flow from such action. And so you have pfople who appear ready 

and willing to tear down a whole country in order to bring down one 

man. You have a newspaper which lies and distorts the truth and 

defames people and a~sassinates character and then bawls when it is 
~ Sflltll ~ iit-< 

served back in ( i:bts own coin. You have political hotheads who are 

drunk with their little new-found political power end use it to decry 

and denounce end destroy. What these groups appear not ant to face 
if 

up to is the fact t hat/their activities are successful - if they lock 

down the country, if their lies and dishonesties totally confuse,t and 

mislead lime society, if people are tran~formed into obedien t pa.rtioan 
of extreme right or extreme left 

cyphers/walking some tight party line - they will have succeeded in 
restraining .. 

smashing the/limits of power in our kind of political ;rooeaa and 

we would then be forced to find new processes a.nd new sy~ ms for 
handling the business of power in Jamaica. Goodnight. 
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1) -L Olitieal Oonfjonta.tion: Betraying the National InterE 

: I (11 
1 

2) Iran: .An Epochal Hi storical Challenge? 

NEWS CO EH TARY 
For bro dcast on Fri d y 
November 30, 1979, 6. lOp.m 

Good evening: No poli tica,l opponent of President Jimmy Carter, and 

suppor t er of any poli,tic a opponent of 1r. C rter, will go outside 

the United States and tell t he people o f some fore i gn country not to 

invest in the United t a t es. And no political opponent of Mra • 

. rgarat ~atcher will go outside Britain and tell the people in some 

foreign country not to invest in ::Sri tain. Neither the British nor 

the American opposition politicinns and supporters will do this 

bee use they know that to do so would be to betray the national 

interes t of their cou.n trjes. /Ind in parliamentary democracies where 

governmen t s are changed by wa.y of the ballot, all pa,rtisan political 

confrontation stop short of betra,.tying the national interest. This 

is so bee use both the British and the Americans know th(:lt once the 

national interest i s used as a pawn in any party political power game 

t he whole nature of the politics~ system i s changed. And so there is 

a clear under standing that no m tter who is in or who is out, and no 

matter how rough and tough the political contest, neither side will 

betray t he national interes t. And so you do not hear Mr. Callaghan or 

his supporters or even the far-left of the British Labour Party callin 

on foreign investors not to invest in Britain. And you do not get Mr. 

Ronal d Reagan or his supporters or any of the other Presidential 

Republican candidates or their supporters, or even the far-right 

John Birchers, calling on foreign investors not to invest in the 

United St a tes. And yet, in iami yesterday, J un aicans carried posters 
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c e lling on fillericans not to invest in J maica. An d when Jamaicans, 

any maican.s of any political a f filiation, deliberc tuy set about 

to sabotage efforts et economic recovery, that is betraying the J maic1 

nationa l interest. It is not even like someone burning down a house 

to try and get rid of a tenant because the house has to belong- to 
for him to have t he legal right to burn it. only 

that someone in the first place) And J maioa does not belong/to the 
greedy power hungry ones or the :i:~ Jamaica 

/ hotheads of either political party; and/certainly does not belong only 

to those betrayers of both the national interest and, ultimat ely, 

the parli entary sys tem which canno t survive thia type of activity. 

" here the nationa l interest, where national economic survival, is 
the one certain casualty is bound to be 

made a pawn in the political power game/parliamentary demooracy.amas 
multi-party parliamentary 

maoc:txaAnd if/ democracy in J amaioa were to perish those who have 
, those who have frightened away investo: 

de iberat ely sabotaged all efforts at economic recovery/and those who 

h ve aided and abetted them by using the Hitlerian technique of the 

big lie, will all bear a heavy burden of responsibility. 

Next, on the intern tionnl scene, the crisis in r e l a tions between 

t he United States and Iran continue s to defy solution. Iran will not 

attend tomorrow's U. N. Security Council meeting and whatever is 

decided t ere or at the I nternation a l Court of Justice will be ignored 
take 

The U.N·. is not likely to agree to/mili te.ry action against Iran. For 

t h e u. s. to do so by 1 tself will almost certainly plunge, first the 

Middle East, then the rest of the world, into a war of unforeseeable 
hitherto 

dimensions. An so it would seem that t he/accepted inter national code 

of understanding and behaviour among nations is being challenged. And 

when any law, any code of conduct, and convention, is chlllenged, an d 

chal l enged suoce ssful~fi&e it usually mar ks a turning point in the 

relationl.:3 which wer,J r lated by such l aw or code or conduct. In 
this sense the stan!-o?fUoetween Iran and the United States could 
hRve epochal historic importance for the future. Goodnight 
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l) Confronta tion: Who Pays the Price? 
2) Manipula ting the Political Proc.ess 
3) Who Controls Political Power? 

NE S COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
November 28, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

in multi-party systems 
Good evening: Partisan politics/has never been a nice and pretty 

business; it has never been a picnic or a Sunday school outing. It 

has always been something of a rough-and-tough brawl of words, with 

occasional flashes of physical confrontation. All evolving multi-
,because of their very competitiveness, 

party democracies/have this basic confrnn ta tionst characteristic in 

common: 1* is usually at a comparatively low level where the system 

has been in existence longest and where the democraot is most stable 

and most mature. The younger the democrElCY the greater the confront­

ationist tendency and the great the political volatility. And the 

testing time for all evolving democracies is the ability of the people 
it breeds. 

to handle the confron.tation and the poli tioal vole.tili tyj Where they 

do this successfully, democracy surviveso Where they fail to control 

the confrontation and the political volatility it breeds, democracy 
either 

perishes and is replaced by something else, usually by/a dictatorship 

of the extreme right or the extreme left, or else by some a1 sort of 
junta or 

pa ternalistic/one man rule. And recent political developments here 

in J amaica, and some of the uglier outbursts and revelations of this 

past couple of weeks would suggest that we are now well into this 

testing time for the survival of multi-party democracy. Consider 

just a few of the signs. Na tional elections are not due until 1981 
and endless 

an.d yet we have had an ongoing/election campaign which goes back to 
of 19760 Thia campaign 

a few months after the last electionsj ••±•• is now beginning to 

peak again and uxu looks like maintaining that peak until new 
elections are calledo Not even the richest and most stable multi-
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party parliamentary democracy in the world supports or can support 
kind of 

this/endless electioneering because it makes government almost 
~overnment 

impossible. No/~~ - PNP, JLP or No~P - can govern effectively 
· endless 

while coping with an/election campaign which grows dirtier and nastier 

by the month. I think we can predict with absolute certainty that if 
the JLP exampl e 

the JLP were to win the next elections, and if the PNP were t o\follow/ 
and 

/ immediately start electioneering; the JLP would find it almost as 
confron ta tionis t 

impossible to govermJ as the PNP. In other words, this/uxiax brand 

of endless electioneering ends up making the democra.tic process itself 

unworkableo And when democracy fail, it is the people, not the 

politicians, who pay the heaviest price; it is the people who bear 
heaviest 

the heaviest burden. And because it is the people who bear the/burden 
who highest learn 

and/pay the/aao::taai price, it is also the people who must/:hl:atu 

handle and to control and to put checks on the confrontationist 
oharac teristics 

to 

chara•nristtu of this political system, if they want it to continue. 

The hard problem is how to do it. If politicians want to manipulate 

the process it is difficult for people who only have their vote, to 

do much in the short run. And this is t he great weakness of our pr ewen 

system. It is this weakness tha t makes it seem that the politicians 

are in ultimate control of political power, when in fact it is the 
Bu t 

people who control political power./h• once the people really begin 
under a tan d how to 

to/use their trade unions, and t heir church groups; and their citieens 

associations, and their farmers groups and their community organiaa ti , 
through which to tell the politivians 

ns as instruments/2f~•lxinah•xpaa.11XJ1J1x&1tumn.ai: what they want 

and wha t they do not want, the poli tioians 11lii the parties will get 

the message and everyone will know who controls political power both 

during and between elections. This, after all, is what business people 
do through their PSOJ and JMA and what makes them seem strongo The 
~eople are and can be etronger one~ they understand it and provided 

hey never hand over f1nai power or key decis1on-making to anybody 
they cannot control afterwards. That is the meaning of dmocracy and 
of power controlled by the people. Goodnight 0 
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1) The JLP Conference 
2
3

) Security Council Meeting on Iran 
) Patriotic Front Defies British Demand 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
November 26, 1979, 6.l0p.m 

Good evening. It was an intensely political weeaend, both at home 

and abroad. The 36th annual conference of the Jamaica Labour Party 

was the main event here at home, and, predictably, the country 's 

economic problems and prtparations for the coming elections were the 

main themes of yesterday's public session of the conference. The 

JLP has now formally decided to go back to contesting all elections; 

and that is a good thing. The condition is that fair voters' lists 

be prepared. But since the JLP now forms part of the committee which 

will supervise she preparation and 1mpllimentation of all the electoral 

reform processes they can ensure that f air voters lists are prepared 

before ~y election. So the business of 'reserving the right not to 

recognise the results' if fair lists have not been prepared, must be 
the benefit of 

seen as a bit of shadow-boxing for/highly enthusiastic supporters. 

The economic criticisms were very much more telling prefisely because 

the economy is in such a bad state. And since it is the business of 

politicians to get political mileage out of the setbacks and failures 

of their opponents, hammering the government over the economy is fair 

game. No matter that the economic climate and situation, both locally 

and internationally, of the pre-1973 era compared wi th today is of 

two totally different worlds, the fact still remains that unemployment 
according to the Labour Force statistics 
which/stood at =t84, 500 in 1972 was up to 247,'100 I a:S t year. And the 

cost of living has gone up fantastically, and social services such as 

transport, health and education are grossly inadequat e. It is good 
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and fair electioneering tactics to pick out these things and high­

light them. But then there is the question of what to do about t hemo 

Wha t to do about unemployment? What are the tar,gets? To bring unemploy 

ment back down to the 1972 figure? And how? To bring down the cost 

of salt fish or rice or bread to what it wa s in 1972? And how? And 

since those gr'ossly inadequate social services a.re a lready an improve-
-

ment on wha t prevailed ·it in 1972 wha t do we do about them? And how? 
of the Opposition. 

These are fair questions for the electorate to aekj But the government 

of the day cannot hide behind these questions • .Any government which 
sorts of and persons 

cla ims to be socialist - and it seems all/parties/are doing that now -

any government which claims to be socialist must address itself 

urgently to the key social problems of our unemployed youth, in pa.rt­

icular; of our grossly bad public transport and public education 

systems and of our Pl18lic he Plth service. No amount of propaganda, 

no amount of explanation, no media campaigns no matter how well 

managed,- ·can substitute for urgent action on these issues which 

affect the lives of the majority of J amaicans. It is on these basic 
, on how they a.me t ackled, 

issues/that the outcome of the next. elections will depend. On the 

international scene two even ts domina ted. First there was the decision 

of t he U.N. Secretary-General to use his special powers to call a 

meeting of the Security Council today, on Iran. The U.S. which had 

resisted such a meeting up to now until the hostages were freed, has 

agreed to it. The hope is that there will be a cooling of the tense 

atmosphere ar d perhaps negotiations. And second there was the flat 
rejection by 
xaf•aalxa£ the leaders of Zimbabwe's Patriotic Front of today's Bri tis:1 

deadline for accepting ceasefire proposals. After checking with the 

leaders of the frontline states they have dug in their heels. So now 

Britain must either agree to negotiate some more or wreck the talks. 

The stakes are high and the Z,imbabwe-Rhodesia power game is f ar from 
over.. Goodnight. 
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1) Iran Update 
2) Zambia : Sou th Afric an Design Unfolds 
3) Of Guns & Principles 

NEWS COM mt-. TARY 
For bro doast on Fr iday 
November 23, 1979, 6.l0p.m 

Goo d evening: I n spite of t he deary crisis flurries of earlier this 
it i s still very clear t ha t the 

week/•naxm~x%axm:J1xixarcxax•xa%iii United St a tes i s not about to 

try any kind of ' mili t ar·y s olution' to lran' s seizing of its Embassy 

and holding hostage of its citizens . Mr. CBrter' s tough talk of not 

ruling out the u se of f orce wa s, wh en you examine i •t, very carefully 

worded and very carefully timed. So we ha d, for the first time, a 

broadc ast from inGide t he Soviet Union bee ed to Iran C'"'lling for 

t he r elease of the h os t Hg eu n d t he giving up of the :Emba ssy. And 

elmost ai:; t h ough orchestre ted, we had sta temen ts from s ome key world 

leaders , our own . ime Minister amon~ alling tor t he release of 

the host"ge s as a pr e-condition to ever y t hing else. ~trh e United 

I ation s ne cw:i t y Council h Bd m de t ha t call, a nd so ha d many other 

coun tri es an d l e ade r s, mo stly t hrough diploma tic chennels. The United 

St P- tes gover·nment knew of a ll t hese initiatives imd Mr. Carter's 

s t ron g language w s to add furt 1er pressure. There i s of course the 

poin t t ha t if the hostages are ha rmed the/ .Americans may be forced to 
r 

take ction, no ma tter wha t t he c on~equ ences . Bu t even here, the 

P.mer i cP.Jls would prefer t h t any such a.ction should be under the 

au s pice s of the United Na tions. The real joker in t he pack, as we saw 

earlier this week in tha t atta ck on the Americ an Embassy in Islamabad, 

PBki ste.n, is a rampa·ntly militant Islam on the move. There have been 

reports of e.nti-li;merican - a nd anti-We s tern - Islamic demonstrations 

in 1'urkey, in B ngladesh and a s far away as Indonesia. And then there 

was the seizure of the Grand Mosque in t ecca, the most holy of all the 
thtL-J 

shrines of' I sl~m. All of which testifies to a turbulent {ferment ;in 
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the world of Islam. Th e burnin g and t he dea t hs in F k istan were the 

results of ft rumour; and so were the eruptions elsewhere: and we are 

not yet cleRr as to why the Grand Mosque at Mecca was seized. Is it 
all 

all irration a l ? Will it/ go away if non- oslems in general and the 
Chris ti an 

Wster n/ world in pflrticular denounced it as medieaval and primitive 
barbaric? political 

~nd barebatm~ rfuis is the/joker in t he pack which may well dominate 
the decade of 

developements in/the 1980. The other political hotspot whose problems 

Rre bound to loom l ar ge in the 1980a i s of cours e Southern Africa 

where President IC::iunda ' s Zcmbia i s now c au ght in a deadly s queeze­

pl ay mas torminded by South Africa's white r ac is ts and tacitly condoned 

by the United Kingdom government. 1'his i s why they are having t ho se 

anti-British demonstrations in Zambia :i3nd why :Bishop Muzor,>4ewa was 
by 

warmly recei ved/n Soumh;e Africa I s rulers and why he was able to 

threaten Kaun da with a much greater force than Zam.bi.a could withstand. 

' o ., if l{~unda rea cts militarily to t he presan t Rhode sian attacks which 

which are desianed to cut his road a.nd re,il links with Tanzania, with 

Angol a and with!) ozambique, the S8uth Africans may intervene. The 

only links which are not being cut in these at t acks ar e those with 

,hodesia itself. The design is quite s imply to force or starve Zambia 

into turning to Rhodesia. and South Africa for survival. And the Sou th 

Af ricans have chosen t heir target well: Zambi ;:; and Kaunda. are the most 

vulnerable, in every sense, of the Front Line a_tates. So much will 

dppend on how t he U.N. Security Council and t he Africans in the rest 

of t he con ·tinent re act. The South Africans are not going to be 
whi.te dominance 

diver ted from their grAnd design for/racist/•m~x:btai by verbal attack 

and mora l condemnation, no matter how sincere and thundering. And 

finally, the notion of 'One Me~ One Gun' is really no substitute for 

one man one vote. There is 110 uali tative value to the .llfin• It is 
tool to liberate or to eislave. Only the fr)!ely expres~ed choice 
people id the true measure of their freedoml Hope our friends in 
Grenada think this or,e through wi.th great c are. Goodnight. 

a 
of 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

l) ,.iuatice, the Rule of Law & the Young 
Who are f •oor & Bl a ck 

ft Fgd e ~ --.gl Qn • ZtAtc I ·-rn t,, ? ~ a 

Fihr broa.dcast on Wednesday 
November 21 9 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Of a.11 the many end varied problems which beset this 

country at this time, one problem which j, s ca.using a very large 

number of thoughtful Jemaicans deep concern and deep distress is the 
for the administration 

wa.y in which our institutions/of justice and the rule of law often 
men 

deal with the young/of this society who happen to be poor and blA.Cko 
this 

For many of us/:i:kia ;tDJtmkiam is the single moet serious specific aspect 

of the general problem of pov~rty and social neglect in the societyo 

Now, it is very ea.sy to gener1,te a greet deal of emotional heat that 

is of no help, so let me say stra.ightawny that I am n9t talking about 

young men who ere known criminal types. What I e.m t a lking about are 
with no known criminal background 

those young men/who are a lleged to ha.ve threatened the police with a 

stone or a stick or e. knife a.nd who are then shot to deatho How often 

have you heard or read about this sort of thingf over the pe.st year 

or two or three? A dozen times? Two dozen times? More? And usue.lly, 

when the police have shot to death some pou.l'lg man in these circum­

tsancea, the young man was usually alone and there were two or more 

armed police on the scene. Normally one would expect the police to 

wound or rne.im someone so t ha t they can overpower him end arrest him. 

And that would mean aiming for the arm or the shoulder or the leg, not 

for t he heart or the head,. .And have you noticed that it is only when 

the young man has some poli tice..l connection that his killing by the 

police might lead to some enquiry following some row by this or that 

political party? At other tim:es we have a brief news item which says: 

"Police shot and killed a man who is alleged to have attacked a 
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constable ••• 11 or a police party. And the ages of these shot and 

killed youn~sters usually range between 18 and 25. And there the 

matter usually rests, unless of course there is a political connection 
men 

The question is: What effect does thia have on the other youngasaxa 

in the society? \f'.aa t is the:te attitude to a society and a social 

system whose lews and whose law-enforcement agencies seem set against 

them? Seem ready to shoot them down the moment they show any self­

assertion? And seem not to afford them the same due process the other 

people in the society are entitled to•? You know, and 1 know ., some of 

the answers to·-· theae questions a lready. There is no need to labour 

the point that very many of these young men see the law and those 

whe enforce the law as t heir enemies. What we do need to do is to 

remind ourselves just how often we have heard or read that brief 

:news i ·tem: 11 Police shot and killed a man who was alleged to have. o." 

tµ1d jus t how often -we have condoned it by our indif'fez·ence. It waa 

and it remains our responsibility as citizens to insist that the law 

and the rule of law be applied just as fo.irly to those young men who 

happen to be poor and black a.a to a.uybody else in Jamaica. And this 

means that except in provably genuine self-defer1oe the police have no 

busirwss to shoot and kill a man" The rule of law says that only our 

courts sit in judgement ai-id disp.enso,s ptmishment. Why do our courts 

allow some police to usurp that l .. igh respon si bili ty? I ·t seems to me 

that if justice and the rule of law are to continue to prevail in 

tl emaica then we he.d all better respond seriously and firmly to those 
news 

much too freque11 t brief /i tams beginning : u Police shot and killttd a 

L1an whlb is alleged to have •• o 11 There is no way that we can justify 

the taking of human life, any human life, on this basis. And where it 

is done, only our courts must decide whether it was right or wrong •. 
Fa il in this and justice itself will dieo Goodnight. 
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Iran Upda te: 
a) The Crisis Eases 
b) The Limits of Power 

NEWS COMMENT.ARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
November 19, 1979, 6o10p.m 

Good evening: With the release of three of the American hostages 

held by Iranian students at the .American Embassy in Iran, the tension 

in the relations between the United Sta tes and Iran has eased 

considerably. Much of the dangerously explosive heat has gone out of 

the situation·~ The chances of violence have been greatly reduce do 

T'ne frightening prospect of some incident, some act of daring or some 

show of strength resulting in fighting which could flare up into a new 

Middle East war are now la.rgely past. Aud for this easing of the 

crisis, American :Pr esident Jimmy Carter deserves most of the credit. 

Mr. C rter had to resist enormous pressures from the American right­

wing presoure groups a s well as from political opponents within his 

own party all of whom wanted him to act swiftly and firmly and sternly 

to show the world that •nobody Col.lid push us around'. But after the 

first few days,when the shock of the seizure of the Embassy had been 

obsor,ed, and when people began to think t hrough the implicatiomof 

any course of action, most Americans gave their approval to the 

restrained and deliberately measured and slow responso of the Carter 

Administration. And once ltlhe politicians, of all shades amd complexi< 

saw that Certer had the backing of a majority of the American people, 

they all endorsed the President's action or non-action and saw it as 

wise •statesmanship' and sound leadership. Even Dro Henry Kissinger's 

criticism that the Carter Administration was to be blame for the fall 
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of the Shah, which would hs.ve :ilade banner headlines at other times, 

was allowed by the American media ~o die quietly. And. the reason 

for all this, I t hink, i s that suddenly, and with startligg clarity, 

a majority of the American people had come face to face with the 

limits of American power in a situation like this. The cold brute 

fact was that short of ma.king war there was very little that the 

United States could do. And there was no way of en suring that if 

the U.S. marines or a paratroop brigade were sent in everybody else 

would just standby and watch. Anl!l even if the Americans were prepared 

to risk that, there wa.s the haunting memory of Vietnam where for the 

first time a grea t nuclear power, the United Sta tes, went down to 

military defeat at the hands of a poor Third World cou.ntryo And as 

was Vietnam, Iran was half a world away and also shares common borders 

with a great communist power. And do not forget the thousw1,nds upon 

thousands of millions of dollars' worth of highly sophisticated 

armaments Ir~n has t hanks t o t he massive arms buying by the former 

Shah from the United Sta tes. So unlike Vietnam Iran woul~egin any 

fight already in pos se s sion of t he mos t adve.rwed American wea9ons of 

war. In this sense Mr. Certer'a quiet and restrained response to the 

crisis was because he could no t do better. But one of the hallmarks 

of leadership is to recognise t he limits of power: and Mr. Carter did 

just t hat. An d for the Thir d World one lesson must be that if you 
pick a fight with, or form an alliance with 

have to/takaxu a great power, take on one who is half a world away 

and whose great competitor is in your own backyard. The advantages 

are obvious, when you think about it. But even more important in the 

cold-blooded .:terms of geopoli tica.l power manouevring is the fa.ct that 

third World events like Cuba and Vietnam and now Iran, for all their 
any differences - and Iran's just about as different from the other 
two as possible - are manifestations of the fundemantal changes ta.king 
place in the relations between the great powers & the poor of the ear t : · 

Goodnight. 
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l) Wha t Gives at Air Jamaica? 
2) International Notes 
3) On Being Quoted 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
November 16, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: What gives with Air Jamaica? All the recent news 

about our ns.tion al 8irl1ne makes it clear that there i s something 

wrong. We have had a report _of a protest sick-out by the _airline•s 

North American staff over the appoinment of a Jamaican secretary 

at the Toronto office. We hear of an investigation into what could 

be a truly massive overpayment to Air Jamaica pilots - and some, if 

not all of this money, remember, is in for eign exchangea And we 

hear, apparently . three or four weeks after the event~, that the 

Chairman of the Board of Ai r ~ama.ica, has resigned. So, what gives 

with Air Jamaica? Wha t ia going on? What is going wrong? And why? 

The Economic and Social Survey for 1978 gives the clear impresaion 

that 1978 was a reasonably .good year for Air Jamaica compared with 

the year before. It opera ted a fleet of 14 aircraft, and it carried 

some 748,000 passengers - the highest number in its history. The 

one discordant note, according to the Economic Survey, was that the 
in 1977 

ai~line's expenses per ton mile went up from 53.3c/iaatxp~ to 

81. 9c last year. Alllld this was mainly due to the increase in the 

cost of fuel. So, given this reasonably good performance, what went 

wrong? Wne of the problems tha t seems to have surfaced, and I think 

it is manifested in t he sick-out ever the hiring of a J·amaican 

secretary, is the problem .of control. Are the North American 

man e.gars of Air J amaica subject to control and dir ection from head­

quarters here in Jamaica, or are they a law unto themselves? In 

theory the answer is clear .. The question is: what happens in practice?1 
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:problem 
Another -aspect of this/na:blKaaxof control is at the . local policy-

making level. Clearly, the airline's Board makes policy, but to whom 

is that Board accountable? To the Ministry of Transport, as it 

should logically be? Or to the Tourism section of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, which also has a very real and 

practical interest in the airline's performance? I get the impress­

ion of a great blurring of acco-:.mtability and rasponsibility here. 

And this, I am sure, cannot be good for the airline and for the 

morale of the people who work for the airline. Per haps all the 

other pr oblems of 1.ir J amaica boil down to this point of a rather 

diffused leadership which is unclear about~- whom it does oe whom 

it should serve. If this is in fact the case then the sooner the 

Cabinet sor1Bthis one out the better for Air Jamaica, and the better 

for the Jamaican national interest. And,you know, experience has 

shown that whenever governments and government agencies have withheld 

the facts from the people, whenever they have tried to hide mistakes, 

things have got worseo Whenever they have opened up 1 t has become 

ea.sier to grapple with the given problem. So tell the people what 

gives w.ith Air J amaica! And finel l ~ le I am ver~ ~xtensively 
.tJ V~~~ I e,6l,t.~1-Mj 

quottdl today some key parts of what I said t-a-r7~ted out. So add back 

this, and I quote : "All freedom is con di t iona:t" and relative. And the 
owrlers of the press can always cut off the freedom of the journalist 
w!Jose views offend them because the pr ess, as Sealy said, is their 
thing and you cannot do your thing with another man's thing~ It is 
at this point, the point where there is a sharp clash between the 
interests of: t he owners and the freedom of the journalists that we 
f ace the real test-questions : Whose press freedom? Free dom to serve 

whose interests? And ~~fl.\~~ the questions we are~ still side-
stepping. II Journalieti1_ c~n~alism, and upending fact that 

people, not governments, represent the greatest concentration of power 
in elective democracies, are not answers to those real test· ti -ques ons. 

Goodnight. 
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1) Iran Update 
2: ) . Wbo:5 Qi"fM r;,:i:ih MI Jemeic&?-

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on l ednesday 
November 14, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Godd everning: The holding of the American hostages in the U.S. 

E~assf in Teheran is now into its second week and still there are 

no sig of an end to it. Instead the t ension escalates daily. Both 

Iran and the United States have announced the end of the flow of oil 

from Iran to the United States. In what most informed observers saw 

as a kind of face-saving pre-emptive move, President Carter announced 
on Monday 

the oil cut-off/shortly before it was made public in Iran itselfo And 
t he United 

there is no question that/taatXJJazt Sta tes will be most hurt by 

this cut-off, especially in the long run. Iran sold the U.S. 600,000 

barrels of oil every day, and Americans need every drop of that oil 

just to keep up with their present consumption habits. For a short 
from reserves 

wh~le they will be able to make up/for the loss of that 600,000 

barrels a dayo Some estimates are that Americans will not really~ 

.- feel the pinch for the next 30 to 60 days, and then things will 

really begin to hurt. That should take them into the heart of next 
in the U. s. 

January and bitter winter. The poor and the old and the unemployed/ 
this winter. 

are likely to hurt and to suffer grievouslyJ And it is not likely to 

be easy for the Un~ted States to make up for that 600,000 barrel a 

day shortfall by shopping on the open spot market. Iran on the other 

hand will have absolutely no difficulty selling those 600,000 barrels 

a day on the open spot market for probably very much higher prices. 

A great deal will depend on how much of their own oil America 's West 

European partners may be prepared to divert to help her out. But many 
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of them are already very critical of America's high and wasteful 

consumption habits, and may not be prepared to hold strain in order 

to feed those habits, especially with new oil price increases in the 

offing for 1980. And earlier today we ha-q,e news which further 

complicates the picture. Word from Teheran was that Iran was withdraw­

ing all its bank deposits, given as $12,000-million, from American 

banks and transferring these to more friendly European banks. 

Predictably, the value of the U.S. dollar took a nosedive on the 

world money markets, and only _steadied a bit when Washington announced 

that President Carter had decided to freeze all Iranian official 

assets in the United States. Now, the 'official Iranian assets• 

which are held in the U.S. Central Eank are given as $4,000-million 
less 

which is $8,000-million/mua than the si2,ooo-million figure given 

by Iran. So if it is only the $4,000-million of direct Iranian Govern-

ment asses• which is being frozen, Iran would still be able to with- ' 

draw the $8,000-million held 
short-term 

degree of/dislocation in the 

considerable 
in commercial banks and cause some/ 

commercial 
private/banking system. If on the other 

hand the Carter freeze turns out to include the assets held by private 

commercial banks, this move might well provoke wider reaction from 

other oil producing countries with large investments in the United 
in commer,icial banks 

States. If Iran's assets/can be frozen, then why not Nigeria's if 

there is some fail-out between her and the U.S. over Sputh Africa? 
the assets 

Or/~••~ of Se.udi Arabia in the event of some fall-out over Israel or 

the Palestinians or the P.L.o.? Or the assets of Mexico over some 

fall-out about illegal Mexican migration or the price of Mexican 

natural gas? In short if the vast sums of oil money now held by 

private U.S. commercial banks can be frozen at will by U.S. adminis­
trations, the oil producers may think it prudent to quietly remove 
their mq~ei _and keep it elsewhere. And tha~ would open a new can of 
wormsf sa-v,pt is still America that looks like hurting most. Goodnight 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



l) PAJ Annu 1 Dinner: 
a) Gil Noble on the media & the Third orld 
b) Citizen's Enguiry on Gleaner 
c) Who Vrite t e Code of Ethics 

2---).:::Ltte J~ ti-mm J ::Fe to s 

NEWS COUMEN.fARY 
For bro dceat on Monday 
November 12, 1979, 6.lOp.m. 

Good evening: One of t he highpoints of the weekend here at home was 
36th 

the/annual dinner an d Seprod J·ournalism wards ceremony of the Press 

Association of J maica. This was a genuine media occasion, not some­

thing t ~ought up or manufac tured in order to promote some idea or some 

personality or some special interest : it is an occasion which has 
for almost 

taken place /every year of t he life of t he Association, no matter who 

was in or out of politic l power, or who led the Association, or what 

was the mood and social climate in the country. And for fifteen of 
annual "' 

those years we have had the/51!>rod Journalism Awards, whi:h was the 

brainchild of r. Felix Fox when he headed Seprod, and which has been 

a great contrivutor to the rising of standards within the profession. 

So this was no special trumped-up occasion. It was part of a continuin 

process which connects p st and present and is a signpost to the 

future . And to the extent that the news media is a reasonably 

accurate reflection of the society in which it functions, the changes 

within the media and within the Association will be reasonably 

accurate reflections of the changes within the society. The Jam ican 

society is today more .poli ticis .. fd than ever before in its history. 
(;tit.~,~~~~~) 

So the media l ia more politicised than ever before; so the Association 

is more politicised than ever before. Th.ere is political pol risation 

in the society: so you find the same in the media and in the Associat-

ion. And there is nothing strange or terrible about this. 'ha t would 

be strange and terrible would be for the society to undergo these 
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prof.ound, and at times traumatic, changes and for the media and for 

the Association to be completely untouched by these changes. The fact 

that the media and the Association are affected by these changes are 
the strains and tensions of 

prolf of their involvement in/the changing life of the society. The 

very change in the leadership and direction of the Association is a 
,.. 

reflection of the SXJKa shift of the true control of political power 

in the society. The very economic problems faced by the so-called 

public media are a reflection of the dichotomy which comes into play 
· those who control ' 

within the wider society when/~••x&D~aiiaza pplitical power do not 

also control economic power. The debate about whether this is good or 

bad, about whether journalists and their Association should or should 
' 

nut take sands on certain issues, is really a very subjective one 

{and I use the word'subjective• in the same sense tha t Gil Noble used 

it on Sa turday night). I.t is really all a question of what and whose 
any given section of the media 

interests/~•• serve, of what ends ~•• we.nil to achieve. Wha,t all sides 
media and should 

in the/deba te can/agree about are the rules to a.bide by in the conduct 

ing of that debate and in the serving of the ends they desire. This 

is really what journalistic professionalism and our Prof essional Code 

of Ethics which was drawn up by the Presa Association in 1965 is all 

about. And fourteen years ago, when our Professional Code of Ethics 

was drawn up it was not drawn up by the so-called 'radicals• and the 
-{µ,. N.~J! ~ tw-

lJo-called 'lefti•ts'. l-fhe President of the PAJ whBn our Code was drawn 
Mr. Clifton Neita, now ManEditor • 

up 14 years ago was/fnaacirxrra~of the Gleaner; the Secretary was 
only one 

Ken Chaplin. And there waa/ ... Xc single person who could in any way 
"'1;-

be described as•radical' on the Executive~ that w s John Merell. !!he 

others Were Sealy, Percy Miller, Hector Bernard, JC Proute, Morrie 
Cargill and V.G. Beiley. These are the men who wrote our Code of Et hic 
And it is under this Code, and on charges of having violated this 

Code, that the citizen's enquiry into the conduct of the Gleaner is 
being carried out. And this, like it or not, is what professional 
accountability end responsibility is ell a~out. Goodnight. 
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Iran Sei ■ure Update: 
Carter's Dilemma 

NE' S COMM EN :l1ARY 
For ·broadcaa t on Fri day 
November 9, 1979, 6el0 p.m 

Good evening: While some among us here in Jamaica seem to be 

trying desper~ : to artificially create one kind of crisis or 
~...focl, ~ ~ iJflo.MvS 

another where really e~!EHD,, the very real international crisis 

c~used byfaeizure last Sunday of the American Embassy in Teheran, 

and the holding hostage of 60 Americans who were in the Embassy at 

the time, continues to simmer. The pressure continues to build up. 

An anxious world waits to see what happens next. It is the kind of 

situation which could suddenly dissolve overr1ight. The Ayatollah 

1.'bomeini/~~!"'' suddenly order: 'let the .Americans go' and the whole 
quickly and quietly 

thing would be over. The depo sed Shah may/leave hia New York 

hospital and t he United States,and the whole thing would be over 

because there would then be no point in holding on to the 60 Americans~ 
then 

'.l.'he Ayatollah, who is a very old man, may die suddenly and Iran may/ 

be into a new situation; the former Shah, who is a very sick man, 

may die suddenly. Each of these possibilities could become reality 

at any moment e-nd totally transform the situa tion. None of them may 

come to pass and the crisis may then drag out for more days. And it 

is then that President Carter's delica te end difficult dilemma could 
be forced 

get to a point where the U.S. Administration would/kn• to take some 

bold action. The pressure for such action is already building up 

very strongly within the United States, and not only at the level of 

partisan pr presidential politics. That aggressive, righwing Texan 

America-firster, Mr. John Connally, wRs the first to attack the 
President• s handling of development in Iran. It wa.s easy for the 
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Presiden t 's men to brush off tha · a·ttack "'by sayi11g that it was the 

President, and not Mr. Connally, who h a d the reaponsibilj_ty for 

en suring the safety of t he Am.erioans held in Tehe:r.-ari. And the critic ism 

of form~r President Gerald Ford could also be ig11oreJ , Bu·t it became 

a 11 ttle more dif'ficul t when Mr. 1'.e d Ke:ancijy, who i s cha llengirig Mr, 

Car ter fo· the Democratic p:res:i ne . .. ti.al nomination , a lso cri tioised the 

apparent no Bction on lrano And now Ar.aerican Ji&& dockers and aii·line 

ground staf'f have decided not to ha:nclle Iranian ships 2.nd planes, and 

.Americano e,re staging :protest demona·tra tionia tn Lie.ny cities across 

the Unj_ ted S·i;a·tes. And tihi8 pressure is certai21 to grow if the hostagee 
for some sort of bold dramatidflct 

are not released quickly. And t.his pressure/goes cow1ter to what hHB 

emerged very clearly, during ·uhe course of this week, a s ·the deliberate 

and care.fully thought-ou·t ,itactica of the Carter peopleo And those 

tactics are in t he ftrst inatru1ce to ensure thaf othing i .s done to 

provoke the Iran10.1-, students into killing or brutalising the AmericarJ 

hostagos ; to try by quiet diplomacy and through all and ru1y possible 

third parties to ge ·t the hostages released; rmd ·to :make quiet plans 

and :preparations for a ctiorl in c a se the first to efforts fail. So for 

the Carter Adminit;it"ra tion by:ying time was a:n d is ru1 important f a.ctor. 

When you are dea ling with a pr oblem more than five thousand miles a.way, 

end in which othtu· critica l and complex issues are involved, and in 
IL, 

wh ich you.r own op•tions are i11 any case ve17 limited, h a sty and impulsiv 

a.otion, some draraatic show of forc: e , can be d·· ngerou s and s elf-defea t­

ing. And this is the position of -'i.he United States in this matter. 

A::most anything she may do to 'punish' Iran is likely to dmiage 

.American intereota more. If uhe sen ds in the marines the hos tages will 
is likely to 

be killed, war/n:i::t:i erupt which could easily engulf the whole ~iddle 

Enst and suck in the great powers; and the flow of oil conld dry up. 

All this adds up to the Carter, and American, dilemma over Iran. 
Goodnight. 
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A Threa t to N t ional Sovereignty: 
Partisan Poli t ic•,ti Run Amok 

;{it 
NEWS COMM ,N T.AR 
For broadcast on Wedne s day 
November 7, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

J maioan J Rmaican 
Good evening:/ 8over eignty ,/ nationa l sovereignty, means tha.t the 

J amaican people, and only t he Jamaican people, decide how they a.re 
:for how long, 

governed, who govern s them,/and the poli tic e.l an d social systems 

under wh1oh t hey live. Nobody else, no ma tter who, no matter how 

big or powerful or r ich, can t ake away t hat power from the J amaican 

people withou t also destroying t heir nat ion al sovereignty. I think 

in tod¥Y' s J amaica, an d in t oday's world, mos t people would aooe .., t 

t his a s a lmost so self-evident a s not to need any sta ting. And yet, 
clear par tisan 

t here are/trends and tendencies in J maican/ politics today which go 

counter to thi s concept o:f na tional sovereignty, and which indeed, 

are e threat to J amaican na tion al sovereignty. At the very heart of 
in the multi-party context 

:::o:::a:::::::t~::gt;:u:::::::A::1::t;::gf::::.d::f::::::#:d 
an d of not involving or allowing o~\ siders to become involved in your 

inter na l affairs. Some quick and easy examples of this are · to be 

seen in both the American and British poli tica profes ses. The British 

Conserva tive s and t he British Socialists fight like politica l oa ts and 
bo th 

go5s inside ritain,/ in an out of the British Parliament. They do not 
\ 

indulge in t he nastines s an · the sneering an d jeering and the personal 
a ttempts at 

abuse and/char ac ter-assassina tion which ~•u some here use in place of 

serious debate and discus sion .nd comment; but this does not make theiI 

attacks and counter-attacks any the l ess hard-hitting. Indeed, this 

rela tive absence of personal nastiness as a tool JIii of party political 

debate ha s given the British system a healthy vigour and toughness 
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which are good for pB.rliamentary democra.cy. An d the SB.me sort of 

thing can be s~dd ebout the American per-t;y poli tioal system which 

is now going i n to top gear for next year's Presidential electionso 

The deba te s and the struggles for leadership end ppwer :m within each 
b1~uising. 

of the two major parties will be tough and/pJ1aiibK But when that 

is over an d the candidates are chosen, each side will untte behind its 

chosen candidate and there will be another tough and bruising battle 

against the other pertyo But nowhere, at no point, will any American 

Presidential candidate take his campaign for the Presidency outside 

the United States, except perhaps to American voters who are, for the 

time-being, outside the United States. No Americe~ Presidential 
his 

candi date will plead/ease for being elected, or his party's case for 

being returned to power, or will ask for help in his campaign for 

political power, before any non-American audience. And this applies 

to both the Democrats e.nd the Republicane. And this applies too, to 

both the British Prime Minister and the British Leader of the Oppositi 

- on. When these people go outside their countries, when they speak to 

non-American audiences or non-British a1t:,9-ie~cee, they leave their party 
Af~ IV~ 

politics e. t home and speak as British / leaders or American (leaders. 

l..nd they do not ever i ?('vite any outside force to become involved in 

t heir internal party political power struggles. For they know that 

to do so would be to compromise their nation el uovereignty, and would 

be to show contempt for the people of their countries. Contrast this 

with what some of our political leaders have been saying recently, and 

with where they 4ave been saying 1 t, e.nd to what audiences, a11d you 

will recognise the threat to our national sovereignty. It is as though 
all 

they see thet2-Asolution to/Jemaica•s problems - political, economic, 

aocial~ the direction J amaioa should take - as having to be imposed 
from outeide J amaica. Thia would take politioalpower outof . the hands 
of the J amaican people. And this is dangerou:a t <2,i..._our; sov{U981gl)tty. 

lVwt/41-L()..('. Goo d.n i gl'i t. 
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Student Action In Iran: 
A New iiddle Es t Crisis in the Making? 

NEWS COMM N-TARY 
For broadcast on ondaJt 
November 5, 1979 , 6. lOp .m 

Good evening: Yesterday a well-armed force of Iranian students 

stormed the American Embassy in Teheran, seized it, end took as 

hostages the Americans who were in the .Embassy at the time . According 

to a student spokesman there were 90 Amer.icans , according to U. S . 

reports there were 59 Americans , and a smaller number on non-American 

employees of the .Embassy. Reports are that the students seized 

Embassy files and papers which the Embassy workers h d nobeen able to 

destroy in time . And the students vowed that they would hold the 

Embassy until t he United States Government agreed to return the 

deposed Shah of Iran to face trial for his crimes against the Iranian 

people . eports earlier today were that so far nobody had been hurt 

or killed and that the hostages were being well treated and fed . There 

were also reports that the Ayatollah Khomeini had expressed his 

personal support for the action taken by the students , whil e the 

Iranian Government is reported to have advised the Americans that 

it would do everything in its power to resol ve the issue as quickly 

as possible . Those are the bare outlines of what is the most dramatic 

as well a s what is potentially the most explosive new deve l opment in 

the :Middle East. And there are two factors which give this new 

development the disturbing importance of threatening the peace of 

t he Middle "'• st. The first is that the whole of that area of the i 

Middle East - Iran, Turkey , Syria , Iraq - are in varying states of 

soci al and politic l restlessness, with Turkey (next door to Iran) 

being in acute economic and political crisis and even deeper i rlD the 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



-

) 

2. 

I.M. F. debt-trap than are most third World countries who are not 

oil producers. Earlier this year, about June-July, the iurkish 

economic situation was so desperate that the I.M.F. had to step in 

to arrange for the rescheduling of 15,000-million in short-term debts. 

Th e reason for this special trea1ment is because Turkey is pE:trt of 
military base and 

the North Atlantic Treaty Orge.nmsa.tion and is NA1.0's closest/11 tening 

post for spymng on the Soviet Union. But in an area floating on oil, 

Turkey has all sorts of minerals except oil, so she is up to her neck 
in 

in crisis,in debt, and/dependence of the u.s. at a time when the 

·tide of anti-Western feeling is very strong in that part of the world. 

So ·there is no way of knowing what responses the student action in 

Teheran yesterdey might evoke in the area. And the second disturbing 

'fe.ctor is how the United States 1 tself might react to the seizure of 

its Embassy and the holding hostage of its citizens. And the fact 
~ 

that the United States is now into its protracted year-long President~ 

campaign is not likely to help if the matter is not quickly resolved • 

. Alre a dy Pr esident Carter and his advisers have felt compelled to show, 

here in the Caribbean, that he can be as •tough' and 'hardnosed' over 

'American rights• )ias his moat extreme rightwing opponents. And so we 

have the Caribbean Tesk· Force to prove to the American voters that 

Mr. Carter is a' strong• President who is not going to be pushed 

around and is therefore worthy of re-election next year. It the 

Iranian students do not give up the Embassy and its hostages quickly 

the need to prot•ot his new •tough-guy' image may force the PreSident 
\ 

to take drastic action or else stand condemned as 'weak'. And it is 
l 

this essentially domestic electoral need to be seen to be tough and 

decisive and strong which could lead to action whioh deepen rather 

than ease the crisis. And what has happend to that wanin~f ; support 
for the Ayatollah the Western prees has been telling us of? Goodnight 
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' EWS CO?ill,i , :rTftRY 

The Spreading inx Intempera te L nguage 
Gu-e-Prilla Re±d--en-Se~at±o11 
On Censorship & ·di torial ~ &1J;.e£ 

For broadcast on Frid y 
ovember 2, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: A c reful r eading of the statement issued yesterd y 

by the Minister of Finance on t he government's moves to tighten its 

campaign against the illegal importing nd smuggling of godds into 

the country, mekes it very clear that the government had in fact 

set in mo tion its control and enforcement opera tion well before the 

threat by the Jamaica anufacturers' Association to stop paying 

excise duty unless the government did what it was in fact already 

doing. And ao we had another round of confrontationist headlines. 

e had 'Govt. Gets Ultimatum: Excise duty ban threat by JMA'; we had: 

' Manufacturers Threaten Shutdown ' and we had ' No response to excise 

witholding threat: Govt's Silence Unacceptable'. nd now it turns out 
ag~essive 

that this threatening language, this language of/defiance, was not 

really necessary. So why were Jamaictans subjected to it? It is 

of course possible that the JMA and the eaders of the JMA did not 

know tha t all illicit imports which had beendetected had in fact been 

confiscated since July of this year, or that the Ministries of 
· °'1 some 3 days before the JMA threat 

Finance and N tion Security had/set up a joint Police~Customs Enforce-

ment operation to tighten up the fight against illcit imports even 
For 

further./na we must assume that if the JMA hed known 
J,·-:· 

these things / 

it would not 
,I /1.' 

/ have issued that threat. What I personally cannot \under-
I 

stand is why the JMA seems not even to have tried to find out from .,., 

the inister, even if on 
l __ l 

confidential basis, what, it· anythin·g had 
1. 

been done, before i ssuing its threat and unsettling things a 1 ttle 
Cl 

more. This is not the way to create , climate conducive to productivity. 
/. I 
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And still on the business of news headlines we had recently been 

treated to some self-serving and deliberately misleading nonsense 

on press freedom and censorship. Now, there is no newspaper under 

the aun, no radio or lietevision station under the sun, no magazine 

of any kind anywhere in the world, which publishes or broadcasts 

any and everything it gets just like that. Always, no matter what 

the medium of communication, no matter what the social system, no 
what or class 

matter/the political or social/interests or ideological positions 

the radio station or the television station or the newspaper serves, 

always the editor, who is the servant of the owners, chooses what 

will or will not be bro doest or published, how much of it, and how 
election and 

and where. Thia is what is called editorial/control and it is exercisf 

everywhere. In the United States, in Russia, in China, Britain in 

France, everywhere. Our two radio stations and our two newspapers 

here in J amaica exercise that same control. The important thing is 

how and in whose interest that control is exercised, and what 
of a particular medium 

particular interests the editorial policy/is designed to serve. Within 

this framework there can be variety of view and differing opinion 

pieces. But even here there is the ultimate editorial eontrol ·which 
radio or t.v. ,.i 

is exercised by stopping a particular/programme or COIIlJllentator o~"/'"y 

oonsiging some self-important colwnniat to the obacuri ty from ~hioh 
act of totally 

he or she came by simpl,/atopping the colwnn. So the notion ofsome/ 
is . ·· 

unrestricted press freedom is a piece o(fiction : all freed9m/etondi tio:c: 
and relative . \ · 

al.j And tffe ·owners of the press can always cut off the · treedOJ.D . ~ .'the 
whose views of fend them .,,,-· 

journalist/because the press, as Sealy said, is thetr thing, arid you 
11 ... 

cannot do your thing with anothe~ man's thing• It is at this P~f nt, 
t he point where RIIXlllllla : 
:iila.tx-x11.aan11xqa:bla~ Xll:JI there is a sharp cla.ah between the i.nteres 1 

of the owners and the freedom of the journalists that we face t hf 
rel test-questions: \ hose Press freedom? Freedom to serve whoa~ 
inter ,tits? And these are the ½~ &rl,.Se 're all ~ sj/e-stepping. Goodn~ght. 
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NEWS OOMMEN '11AR y 

The Global Implications of 
U.S. Presidential Politics 

For broadcas~ on Wednesda 
October 31, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The man who is President of the United States, the 
political outlook and beliefs of the 

/ man who occupies the White House at any given time, and the strength 

or weakness of that man within the poli tice.l system of his own country 

all have a very profound bearing on what happens here in J amaica, 

and, indeed, on what happens almost anywhere in the world. This, 

whether we like it or not, is the brute fact of geopolitical power 

in today 's world. It was not always like that. There was a time when 

Brita.in, at the height of her imperial glory, was the dominant power 

in the world, and when Britain's Prime Minister exercised the kind 

of pervasive world influence which the .American President exercises 

today. Those were the d ya when little brown and black and yellow 

children in farawf.y places were taught to boast proudly of the fact 
. 

t hat the sun never set on the British F.mpi~eo And if you go back 

further in history,before Britain it was France, and before France it 

was some-now-largely-forgotten entity known the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire, and before that there was Napoleon Bonapaime's empire fashione 

by the sword of war and broken by the swor.d of waro And so you can 

go back in~ history to see the rise of some ~-ax nation or other 

to a position where it becomes the dominant force in the world, 

deciding what does or what does not happen in almost every corner of 

the world. And if you study yeur history well you wi~l also see 

that no matter how great or how dominant or how powerful a nation, 

or indeed an individual may be, sooner or l a ter, by the very l aws of 

nature, some other nation, or some other individual, will rise up and 
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replace the once-dominant nation or the onee-dominant individual. 

And yet, while they are in this dominant position it usually looks 

as though they are so fixed and so strong and so well-entrenched that 

nothing can shift them - until they are finally shifted. !this is the 

position the United States has occupied since the Second World War; 

a..YJd already this global :predominance is being challenged by the Sovie1 

Union, which is really what the so-called Cold War is all about. In 

the meantime, how the man in the White House sees the world and deals 

with it, will con tinue to affect our lives until a new centre of 

geopoli tica.l power comes into beingo For instance, we in Jamaica who 
during the Nixon-Ford Preiidenoies 

/ were under very heavy pr essures from Dr. Henry Kissinger's toughness 

on small nations who tried to go their own way, got abnost immediate 

relief and easement when Mro Jimmy Car ter became P-.ceaident. The new 

President was less of a cold warri or ., an d because he came from a 

traditionally under-developed part of the United States he had great 

sympathy with t he problems of underdeveloped countries. And we, and 

Africa. in particular, were relieved of some of the more brutal manip­

ulati ve pressures we had suffered. We had gone through somewhat 

similar phases of being left alone or being helped durin~ · the ~er~ods 
~~ iM~kf LC~ c,J,,/:iS~~-~ 

of such 11 beral Preaiden ta as Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. John Keaned( e But 

both Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Kennedy were strong Presidents who were 

incontrol of t heir own parties and who commanded vast popular mass 

support. So they could maintain their liberal programmes and policies 

even during ·election times. It is evident that Mr. Carter is ju.at not 

strong encilgh to do t hat. He is having to awing away from liberalism 
appeasing and 

and to the right in hopes of/gaining the support of the powerful 

rightwing forces who control both the economy and the propaganda and 

information media. That is why he abandened Andrew Young. Tha t is why 

we are again under heavy pressure. That is why th t 
strength. It is part of today's Presidential poliii~:: 8 ~ 0 ~fg~¥0 w cf 
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21) A New Assault Ey the Foreign Press? 
) 50th Anniversary mt Crash of '29 

3) Did South Africa Explode Nuclear Device? 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
Octobe# 29, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: When a newwpaper like the Washington Post, with 1 ts 

high reputation for being liberal, joins with other and mainly 

rightwing North ~.m~rican newspapers in hammering Jamaica and its 

elected Government at this time; and when you review all the 

a.pparently unconnected ha,ppenings of last week in North America 

concerning Jamaica, some sort of a design, some sort of a plan does 

seem to emerge. Jamaica, J maica•s Government, and the leader of 

Jamaica's government in particular, seem to be in for a large-scale, 

concerted and well-orchestrated round of economic and political 

pressure in which the 'foreign press' will play a key role. If I em 
J amaica to be in for 

right then we can expect/a really brutal battering from the foreign 
there and are 

press in the days and weeks ahead. All the signs for it are/building 

up. o watch it all very closely and please check what pou hear and 

read against what you know from hard experience. Part of the design 

is of course to hurt the already weak economy even further; and one 
most 

way in which this can/easily be done is by trying to scare awa.y the 
bitter 

tourists. If there is supposed to be l arge-scale unrest and/riots 

in our streets, a a l ast week's Time Magazine s id, then ttourists 

are not going to want to come here. And they are not going to want 

to come to a country in which t hey are told by some of the country's 

own leaders that a military take-over is being planned. And it is 

part of the reality of neo-colonialiam and of the self-contempt it 

inculca tes in th• so-called ex-colonial elite and the intelectual 
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spokesmen of that group that the y will themselves provide, or Sf 

need be, ma~e up or manufacture the necessary 'evidence' to try and 

justify these attacks. And then they will repDDduce these attacks 
supporting 

aa/ ' proot' from so-called independent overseas sources. So watch it 

and judge it carefully as the foreign press and its local allies step 
or anyone else 

up the aaaault. And do not let them/paralyse or frighten you into 

giving up your right and your power to decide for yourself what it i s 

you want and. where it is you want to go. Those are decisions that 

should be made by Jamaicans, right here in Jamaican: not in Washingto; 

or anywhere else. 11ha t 1 s what sovereign self-rule is a.11 a.bout. 

And today, the 29th of October, marks the 50th anniverBBi'Y of what 

has become known as the Gre t Wall Street Crash of 1929, when the 

American monetary system crashed and dragged the whole world down to 

ten years of bitter economic depression and worldwide mass unemploymen 1 

which only really came to an end with the outbreak of Vi orld War Two 

in 1939. And in America, and elsewhere in the world, many people are 
today 

/remembering that terrible economic catastrophy of fifty years ago 

and wondering whether ·e are moving toward another such collapse: 

again there is worldwide inflation, mounting unemployment, and dwind­

ling confidence in t he world 's number one trading currency, the u.s 
do lar, of which there are now something like $600-thouaand-million 

floating around t he world without backetive of any kind. And some 

call our J amaican dollar monkey money! At that time of great · depressi~ 
, which survived best, 

the countries which fared best/were the countries which could feed 

t hemselves from their own soil. Older J amaicans will remember I the 

times and will remember how b sically self-suffiemsn t j,n foof J~aica 

was . We h d better get b ck to feeding ourselves. And finallY,, did 
South Africa explode a nuclear device last month?• I think so '· and I 
think the Am i kn . t r ' er cans ow it. So why the b cktracking now? Goodnight. 
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U ,· S C01 b 1.l 'Ait Y 
For bro dca ~t on ~ri d y 
October 26, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

e· ind the ur rent 
he ?res~ '1 J.;e b te 

Jam ican 
Good evening~ " e public debate within the/n ews edia. on wha t is 

loose ly described as •freedom of t he press• h ti entered an illter~sting 
ai de issue s and 

new ph~se. The trouble i t ha t t here are ao me.ny/false issues and so 
easily 

many red herringQ being littered all over the place tat we can/get 

hopelessly confused ·by 11 t e double-talk unless we get the basic 

issue s very cle r in our o v.n minds. • o w_ at are the bAaic issues 

behind this ebate? First there i s t he ma t t er of' power and irJfluence. 

A neVispaper, a radio tation, a televit:iion stataon, all help to shape 

an d to influence t.1e thinking and t e beliefs and the judgements an d 

the pr ejudices of the aocieties an communiti•s within which they 

oper te. And i f t e people who own the television station or the 

r dio st tion or t e newspaper h ve certain very :::J trong beliefs, you 

can ·be ~ure tnat those be iefs will somehow come through in what i s 

publ i she or bro dee.st by the particular medium. So the very first 

point to be r in mind is ·t hat the new~ medi is, by its very nature, 

source OJ. influence and power an d that t hose who own nd control it 

determine 10 w that in f luence .nd power are u s ed, ru1d in whose interest 

This is so whether t he particular medium is own privately or publicly. 

nd t he ifference bet~ een private ownership and public ownership is 

not, s t e prop gandists would hove ue believe, t he di .fference 

be t een eing ' free' or not being 'free' . A very simple example of 

t h i s fact 1 · t .at no privately owned new paper or radio station is 
, whereas the publicly-owned BBC is free in a de.morao;y 

'free' under a dictatorship/ ' he real di.fference between the private-

ly-owned c public-owned media has to do with the social and politic-
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in which they ere born 
al ~ystems/and in whioh they evolve and t he intere sts tha t they 

s erve. For example aiaaica • s sooial and economic system h s been 
client 

an evol ving/capitalifmt system for all of t he 145 years of the Gleaner\ 
existence 

/ 'l'o say tnis is simply to state a fact,. not to pass ~ judgement . 

Inevi t e bly this has Die n t t hat t he ownership of the Gleaner, and the 

inter ests 1 t re presented, r e f l eeted t he views and in tere•ts of the 

dominant clas::3 in the Jamaican society. M over tioe the views a.n d 

t he i n terests of that class, nursed and nurtured by t ! e Gleaner, 

became t he dominant accepted views of' al.l cla ·ses of the society. 

An d the Gl e . er, as the mouthpiece of that cla ss, did become a power 

in the land. And even when, over the pa.s t 30 years or so, t he Jamaica 

media began to diversify, ana r dio and television came, and second 

pape1·s c ame and fell and came agamn, the prevailing views an d values 

and interests of the society were pretty much accepted as those 

ppoj ec ted by the Gleaner anifl its owners over t ho years . And in the 

service of t hose inter ests t he Gle '"'ner has, am it rightly claims , been 

non-partisan, supporting or att -cking e ach politica .L party , depending 

on whether t e policie s of that party served or hin dered the in tares ts 

of the cl f.jS it served. The r ea ly new development in the media over 
t he view 

last two or t hree years is tha·t/prevailing/of the intere sts and the 
at last 

i rection of the society ad expressed by the Gleaner, has/been seriuou 
by oth , edia outlets 

ly ch llenged/foz• t e first time in all. of the 145 years • '.I.1here is no 
.,s of~ 0.J~~~ cf Jlvn,.a\_(¼ 

longer jul.3 t one Glean~F. yiew of J an aic8/! and t h e real threat that is 
So 61. lt<~l'fL~ , ~' this 

being r e s i s ted l i s the ending of/~aij monopoly of special power and 
I 

in fluence whicti, h k3 been exercised aa of right for ao long. As long 

" a aioa i governed in i tc; present way and under our present 

6on sti tution the ohan ces of the eaner being t ken over worJc.Knatioali ue 

er remote he real issue 1.i part and parcel of the power play 
~e \l~O y hould c~ntrol, and in who ~e interest. The rest is smoke screen. 

Goodnight. 
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' he Moun ting Political Tensions: 
Some Li kely Consequences 

N • w s cor. , : . .1 ' Y 
For bro dcast on ednesd y 
October 24 , 1979 , 6.lOp.m 

Good eveni11g: Tb.a Le a.der o f t,1e Oppos · t · n h " s now replied to the 

.Pr i rne ,: inii:.oter•~ invita tion to a meeting between tie .Pc r ;t'ties to 

·try rd ' de- e ao"'late t e mounting pol1 tica l ten ions' in t he society . 

nd t 1e reply is in effect a qualified rejection of' tha ·t invitat ion, 

unless t he Gove nment does what the Upposi 11ion v a .. ts it to do. So 

read that letter f or you.rself anli y u v ill see t he conditions set out 
see 

by the Oppoaition. ou 111 also/that these condition~ gob ok to 

t ne 1976 General :.lec •tions , an d indeed forn ed part of the JLP ' s 

1976 Bleetion _:, nifesto. J..n ll after reading the let ter and thinking 

it through a f a i r conclus ion might be that the ~overrlllient is not 
and after 

liKely to give in now to de1uands which .it rejected in 1976/u:b:llu:u 

winning an e eotion s par t of that rejection. All of which leaves 

u s wi th the pro d pee t of political tensions mounting r a ther than 
Oppoi.;i tion 

easi11g . If the/~ll says we are not going to de-eac l ate or help,sto 
this and 

de-e c 10.-te poli t ica l t emdon ~unle ss you doxaaX&JUixu that then the 

only alternative open to the Government ru."e either to give in to 

the demands or else pre pare to meet mounting tension • ..:,O whe.t are 

t he likely oonsequen oe of a ~tapping up of political tenion within 
' 

t he society? There are, a s I .Jee it, a t leas t three basic likely 

consequences. Fi r st, all d perhaps the least immedi a tely dang~rous of 

t:ie tree, ia for our party political point-scoring electioneering 

to go in t o top gear an d to stay in tha t gear for the ne~t year or 

so until elcc tiona re ca lled i:r1 1881. In · ome ways this h s indeed 
~,_,___ 
(t he cours e along which we have been going in fits and starts since 
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t he 1976 elec t ion s and the effects o:n tl e economy have been crippling. 

To be sure ~orna governme.u t policies are a so t o be blame d f or our 

economic troubles; bu t so t oo. must be the e dJ.ess e lecti oneering 

c d inten..;ifie party po l itical pr Bsui pl'"'ys wi t h their ~isloceti ng 

and disrup ting tests of strength .nd s h.o\ c ./;' strengt h . l o t e ven 
like Drta in an d t J: e Un i tee St ates 

1·i c h metro,poli t an countrie s/car1 e.fford to ingulge i n t he dubious 

luxury o f c on tinuous e lec t i on carr pai e;nir1g , \ i th a. ne ~ e ection c :paie 

startir1g wi t hin a. c ouple of on ths of a new .,.overnn en t being sworn in . 

An d yet t hi s i s how we have been goi n g or1 ·ince 1976. At best this 

road leads to death by slow s trangul Pt ion f or ar l i n tary democrac. 

fhe ueoond likely con sequen ce of gr e a ter poli tic ..., l e.::1oa l ation is that 
_politica l 

t .. e ua:riderous game ofconfronta. tion and t aking t o the streets may, 

hrough some a ccicen·c or · i8oalcul ation or deliber te design, get 

out of hruidp arid result in : arge-s cele civil di sorder. An d once this 

happen s par i ,;:,men t :.1ry dwumcraoy an t he r u l e o f low ar immediately 

e.ndangered. nd t ie t hird and mos t dan eroua of all t he likely 

consequences of e sca lating poli t ica l t ension i s t ha t s omebody 01· 

;;iOmebodi e a may be tempted by t he gen 4r a l unr e s t t o try to overthrow 

t he duly lected gover nment by f or c e . And t h e main da:ngei:· here is 
once 1 t is made, 

t hat whet.her t he r ttempt suc ceeds or no t, /Cons :f!i tu tiona l government 
and the J amaican Conati tution we now have, 

as we kn ow it/will be overthrown en d will be re pl aced by a. die ft~ tor s h: 

of orl e~ sor t or a110ther . nd t he r eal :m ee.ning of t he overthrow ·) :~f our 
,_ 

Con s titution i s t hat it will ·take from the people of Jamaica t~·( fina: 
t hose who gov·ern '" 1.. 

power t o chooee or to remove/them and give t ha t power to somebody'\ els, 
\ 

In thi s sense the JP.ma.1can people have nothi.t)g to gain and everythi~g 
( ~ 

t o lose from any escala ting of the pr os ent politica l ten uion in1 the .'\ _ 
\ 
I 

soct.8.~YJ"uMthii the bu0i n ess of t ho ..;ervices Commis sions - the_ Pl,\blic 
s ervicei t h · .. - they are a,11 ap:poin ted by the Governor,tCenet:e.l 
on t he reco~eg!~i!on of t h e Prime · inister after oonatil tation wi't.b 
the Lea der of the Oppoai tion. So says t e Conata ti tion. Goodnight. ', 
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NEWS COMMEN TA ... '11Y 

• 

l) Some Implica tions cf the Politics of Confrontation 
2) War for Essential Strategic Raw Ma terit..la 
31 1:J.lh~ -]:)0Q..th.:: of Fiv·EL.f'Jl4.l.d?!en 

For broPdcast on Monday 
October 22, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening : If you have carefully fellowed the political events 

of the past five days - which is the time since the Prime Minister 

sent his invitation to the Leader of the Opposition for them to meet 

to try e~d de-escalate the mounting political tensions - you might 

fairly conclude that political tension is not likely to easeo On the 

contrary, all the indications are cf a stepping up of those tensions. 

When somebody, anybody, i s spoiling for a fight then, sooner or l ter 

there is bound to be fight, tha·t is unless the person who is being 
to+L<...- d-4~~ 

chal~~a;'J;cks away or runs away or submi ts ~in some other way. If 

the l-0 ~i;;~ son is not pre pared to back away or to give in then 9 

no matter how much he may try to avoid the fight, no matter how much 
a_, 

1 he may try to reason, there will be ~ fight. .And that seems to be the 

si tu.ation into whieh we here in Jamaica are right now. When high 

church leaders are vilified and sneered at for the •crime ' of calling 
I" 

for an end to this madness without also taking sides, then we are 
-t~t 

well on the way to the bitter confrontation we all say we do not 
~~~°'-"-

wan to When newwpe,pers an d media houses alUui:ddnn their traditional 

roles of informing, investigating, analysing ~nd providing balance 

and perspective while critically supporting national institutions 
v,/tJ-.~ 

and /'\become instead partisans in the business of incitement and 

confrontation, the prospects of peaoe are gravely diminished and the 
those 

showdown fight is made that much more inevitable. And/iaax:,ttlzt who 

are likely to suffer most in such a showdown fight a.re the majority 
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"4ct V'{lJ-, {-

of the ordinary Jamaican people - not the leaders ~ those who are 

the inciters to political warfare. ni.e poor,and they are the majority, 

do not hs.ve either the money or the Green Cards or the connections 

that would make it possible for them to pack up and run ·to live in 

America or Canada or Europe or elsewhere if their side ·loseSthe fightQ 
always 

frhe leaders and the rich ones can/ru.n,but the poor would have to stay 

here and bear the grief and suffer the consequences. Ill.is is how it 
those at the top 

always is in violent showdowns. So it is easy ior/~kllll: to spoil for a 

fight and call for a showdown; they will not bear the burden if they 

lose; the ,oor will. So it seems to me that it is up to the poor to 

think ·this thing through for themselves and to decide forthemselves 
violent 

if they really want this bitter/showdown political fight that some 
seem to be 

people/ax• spoiling foro And, you know, we do not really need any sort 

of violent political showdown to change our government~ We can vote 

them in or out every five years, as long as we abide by our Constit-
who are 

utiono ~hich brings us logically to the question:Are t~ose/spoiling 

for a fight trying to overthrow the Jamaican Constitution? For make 

no mistake about it, once you ·break the Constitutional rules they are 
carefully 

done f'orever. Please think/about some of these implications of the 
freedom and the 

politics of confrontation ana. violent showdowmo Your/future freedom 
the 

of' your children are involved. And thinking a'bout/freed6m of Third 

World peoples, the very influential American Ser1ator He11ey Jackson 

this weekend suggested that the United States end her European allies 

should create a joint force to 'prote~t our oil sourcesr in the Middle 

East from complete cut-off. '/hat if the !!/iiddle Ea~t decides to cut 

down or not to sell its oil to the U. s.? Do they go in there and take 

by force? Do they go into Nligeria. or elsewhere and take whatever raw 
materials they need by force? And what of the soverliign rights of' the 
Third WorJ_d ne 1 't £his COLlld lead to war, but you need oil to make 
war. So wnere 88 I~ go from here? Goodnight. 
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A Dismal Week : 
a) Aftermath to Heroes Dy Disorder 
b) Bus Stoppage 
c) Alcoa Ly-offs 
d) Railwa,y Union Impasse 

NEWS COMME TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
October 19, 1979 , 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: This has turned out to be one of the more di smal 

and depressing weeks J amaicans have experienced in a very long 

time. We have had that shaming business at Heroes Park on Heroes 

Day and t he depressing partisan responses to it and to Archbishop 

Car ter's appeal for an end to this madness. There are clearly those 

who are more interested in escalating 'this madbess• than they are 

in cooling it. An d as long as this is so, as long as political 

partisans and those who would use political partisanship put their 
and propaganda 

own sectional/interests above the national interest,'this madness• 

will continue and Archbishop Carter's appeal will not be heeded. 
an d the supporters of both sides 

And let us never forget that it needs both sides/to put an end to 

•this madness'. One side by itself, no matter which side, cannot 

stop the ma dness. And right now it does not look as though both sides 

are ready to make peace. And so the indications are for more confront­

ation, more turmoil, more strains an d pressures, more te•ts of 

strength and more bitter power play. And for what? For the cor~e of 

a nation? And is not the decision as to who should rule and for 'iiow 
· under our system ' 

long,one that/is made by the people of this country, not by the ,; \ 
ri 

politicians and not by the political parties? So keep your cool\ end r 

watch it all very carefully, pleas~ and judge for yourself and do 
/Ji 1}'1.0.,k~ d(l,~ 

not let anybody rob or con{you out of your ultimate power of control 

over su those who would exercise power on your behalf. The Jamaican 

people are not, and should not allow themselves to be used as mindless 

and helpless pa.wns in anybody's political power game. And then there 
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is this latest bus company nonsense which has put the entire 

Corporate Area, and beyond, to enormous And unnecess.ary discomfort 

an d distress. How on earth do the poor and hard-pressed people who 

have to riq.e the . buses, and they are the majority, an d who pay very 

high fares for this uncomfortable and doubtful privilege, how on 

e arth do they come into this Provider1t Fund dispute? What has it to 

do with the people who use the buses? Why are they punished? Here 
a 

again the people are being used as pawns in/dispute between the bus 

company's workers and its management. And neither si de seems to give 

one damn a.bout the interests of t he people they ar e supposed to serve. 

J\n d does the Ministry of Transport care? If it does, it is not lettin 

us know. One of the troubles, it seems to me, is that the J.o.s. and 

those who work for the .J.o.s. appear to see themselves as doing the 

travelling public a favour. They behave as if the J.O.S. is really 
for their convenience, 

there/for the main purpose of providing them with good jobs and good 

pay and good fringe benefits, and that the bus-users, the customers, 
which 

a.re a sort of necessary nuisance/um must be tolera.ted. And this is 
often , 

why they are/rude, offQhand, casual and provide an indiffin,en t .so-so 

service. And this is not good enough. If the J .o.s. and those who 

work for it will no't or cannot put the interests of their customers 
, . "'-, 

first, then we must leom to other forms of trans.port which wilit &J:td 

we must stop using public money, t xpayers money, to support it~ , I 
either 

think that if the J .o.s. and t hose who work f or it were forced to;/~ha1 
,. j.· '. 

r '< . 

up or go under the bus usern would soon,e gKii see fewer stoppages and , ,, 

very real improvement in t he service. It is all a question what some 

people think t hey c an get away with. And then we have that impasse 

at the railway which h(l s alrea dy cost us $lj-tinil ion fn losses, and 

which now thre tens the lay-off ba.uxi te workers: and all in the intere 
of a little union power play. Is it not all part of the same madness 
against which Archbishop Certer r a ised his voice this week? Goodnight 
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1) Heroes Day Violence : Easing t he Tension 
2) Rhodesia: Complex Geo-political Manouvvres 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
Oartober 17, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The Prime Minister's invitation to the Leader of the 

Opposition to meet to discuss· ways of trying to~ de-escalate the 

mounting political tensions in the society will meet with the approval 

of the overwhelming majority of J amaicans who were made sick to the 

heart by Monde,y' a ugly even ts at Heroes P rk. And one of the best 

ways for us to contribute to such a meeting taking place, and having 
hope of 

any sort of/succees, is to give it a chance by awaiting it i?}-Silence 

or, if we find silence impossible, by being as sober, balanced and 

dispassionate in our comments as is possible. So let us watch it and 
side 

see how it works out: and remember, it only takes one/to start a 
sides 

war, but it takes two/to make and to keep the peace. And the over-

whelming majority of J amaicans who want to see political peace and 

order in this land have the responsiblaty to see that both parties 

ma.ke the peace and keep the peace. You have the powerful weapon of 

your votes to enforce it. So watch it and let them know you will use 

that power wisely to serve national rather than partisan interests. 

They will get the me•sage. Next, we turn to the London talks on 
which have entered a 

Rhodesia,nmtaxaemaxxnJxRamJiaxcritical stage, ond where some very 
vY\oY€.<i. 

complex geo-political[ exe now t aking pl ce. You will get a sense of 

the complexity of t he power play by noting just a few of the develop­

ments of the past;~~ hours. First y9u had the :Bri tl\sh 
and deadline 

Government's take-it-or-le ~ve-it ultimatum/on their proposed new 

Constitution which seemed almost designed to provoke the Patriotic Froi 
-t;,p,~ 
l dut of the negotiations• This was followed by Nyerere's calling of 
a meeting of the frontline states and his comment that~~~ . 
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London seemed to be creating a crisis a1mosphere which was not in 

keeping with the facts. An d just before that the South African 

r acist regime had let it be known that it was considering direct 

military intervention in Rhodesia if the London talks were to fail. 

Then the Commonwealth Secretary-General warned publicly that the 

situa tion which was now developing in the London t alks was not in 

keeping with what had been agreed on in Lusaka. And then we had the 

United States coming into the picture by the side door with President 
the 

Carter's sta tement that/U. s . will not accord Cuba diplomatic regog-

nition until 0uban troops are withdrawn from Africa and political 

prisoners are released from Cuban jails: end since political prisoners 

are being released from Cuban j ails his real pressure point has to be 

seen a s the call for Cuban withdrawal from Africa. And then to cap 
suddenly 

it all South Africa's Foreign Minister showed up/in London yesterday. 

Add all these strands together and the picture which is emerges is one 

in which it seems that there are powerful forces at work who are 
r;_, 

dltermined to deal the Patriotic Front out of the negotations, arrive 
only 

at the settlement with/the Muzorewa-Smi th group,s, lift sanctions and 
direct 

accord recognition to the Muzorewa-Smith r egime and get/South African 

militar y intervention on the part of a now-recognised Rhodesia against 
white 

the P trio tic Front. In such a setting ' the/Soull African and Rhodesi a 

armies e1omWaii'<t JbtP.Af&oet ~terc,1 ~r-£!be Pa.triotic .Front forces into 

the ground, at least in the short run. And white interests and Western 

investment would be secured for at le~st the next twenty to twenty­

five years. The risk is of course t hat the frontline states ' would 
I' 

declare war on the side of the P triotic Front. But with their . superio: 
,, 

firepower the white minority and their black collaborators, with ~he 

assistance of estern mercenaries could hold for a long tim;e. ~ 
could be the grand design - if only the CUbans could be got an.d kept 
out of Africa. Goodnight. 
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NEWS OOMMEN TARY 

Heroes Day, L979: Of Garvey 
and Of Garvey's People 

For broadcast on Monday 
October 15, · 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: And I hope you are having a good Heroes Day, and 

that what still remains of this day will be fruitful and inspiring. 

For myself, I have spent most of this past weekend reading and thiDkin 

about the life and work of J amaica's first National Hero, Marcus 

Garvey, the black man, the black leader who in his day suffered more 

abuse, more viliification and more misrepresentation than any other 

black leader before or since. Indeed, the news media of Garvey ' s day, 

with very rare and honourable expeptions, did such a successful job 

of nastiness and lying about Garvey that even black people were shamed 

into denying and denouncing this great mano AEd so in the end even 

his native Jamaica did not give him the support and comfort he 

deserved and he died obscurely, a liulg way from home. Some of all 

this came to a point last night as I watched an obviously angry Rev. 

Oliver Daley on television laasuxgld protesting the twisting and 

distorting of the truth of a matter and the telling of lies for no 

higher apparent purpose than ths ■coring of a political point and 

the setting of pastor against pastor • .And suddenly it seemed that 

time had stood still. Nothing had changed. This is how they had dealt 

with Garvey and Garvey's people all of forty years ago and more, and 

still they do it today. Why? Way back in the 1930s Garvey wrote, and 

I quote: "The national disposition seems to be that of enthroned 

selfishness. There is no patriotism, no love of country for its sake. 

Further, there is no love of countrymen, and so anyone going to 

Jamaica will see the most prosperous people on the island are alien so" 

And where there is no love of country or count~ an it is easy to 
( 
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divide and so to conquer and to dominate. Another time, while 

campaigning in Jamaica Garvey said, and again I quote: "My opponents 

say I am against white and fair-skinned people. This is not soo I am 

against the class system here ,, which keeps the poor man down; and 

the poor are mostly black people. It is only natural therefore the.t 

their interest,s should be nearest and de.arest to my heart. I.f I were 

a white man I would have the interest of white people at heart; if I 

were a Chinese, it .would be natural that I would make as much money aE 

I could and send some of 1 t to my people in China. If I were a Syrian 

I would sell my cloth and goods at as high a price as I could get for 

it and help my people in Syria end Lebanon". So patriotism, love of 
and serv_ice to 

jcolllltry and af countrymen was the way to that self-respect and self-
-

regard wnich would be the most effective psychological counters to 

the lies and abuse and distortions which are used to try and dominate 

and so control. And, most important of all, there was the theme of 

economic self-reliance whioh ran right through the life and work of 

Marcus Garvey. As far back as 1920 Garvey foreshadowed today's Third 

World struggle for a new economic order. He said: "A race that is 

soley de pendent upon another for its economic existence sooner or late __ 

dies~ As we have in the past been living on the mercies shown us by 

others, and by the chances obtainable and have suffered therefrom, so 

will we in the future suffer if an effort is not made now to build 

our own economic structureo" That was said more than 50 years ago. 

And tnanks to the diversionary propaganda of Garvey's enemies and 

the enemies of Garvey's people, we paid little or no heed to that 
profound 

/ ~•fmj warning. Even today some of our leaders try to bemuse us by 

sug.gesting that by not angering this or that foreign power we may get 
. 1(Q_ 

more loans or grants or other aid. But treal, though harder, wa; ahead 
for Gervey's people lies in what G tha.n 50 . o -n . + I . . II j ervey said more y~ars ago, 

"3iueA IS t.:e ~lf ¼ U¼ddlvl~ tl! . &>t-1.£liv,J oodn1ght. 
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1) Of oli tic•..a & Poli ticiens 
2 ) Of Politics & Businessmen 
3) The Economy & A I'oli tic al Solution 

NE i , CO 1!! .ENT Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
October 12, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: From some of the many speeches made during the course 

of this week, from what were supposedly non-political pl tforms, have 

come some very interesting and teasing questions. For instance, if 
are 

politifians, or at least one lot of politiciansja~ to be criticised 

for the escelat!ng of political struggle then we ha.d better ask 
~ \\-\'tc.~ ~ 

ourselves what 'f poli ticians are re lly a.11 about. And the simple fact 
L ·\to_ ~ v-.~ }> 

is that politics is about Lthe exercise of power and politicians are 

politicians because t hey want to be the ones exercising that power. 

'.I.1he rirnary purpose of every politician is to gain power and then 

having done so, to hold on to that power; and the primary purpose of 

every politician who is out of power is to defeat the one who is in 

power~ 1his is a basic proposition of the party political struggle; 
serious 

and this being so it does not make/JD:o political sense for anybody 

to go on a.s though there is something terribly wrong and wicked for 
a 
~u party in power to hold on to power. If that party observes the 

governing the 
Oonsti tution and the rules/afx•ia.11%tua timing of elections, then 

~ \k, ~ ~ 
that pa.rty Lmm call elections at a time that it considers most 

favourable to its own chances. By the s me token the party in 

opposition is entitled to do everything it can to try and force the 

calling of elections at a time which it thinks would suit its own 

interests best. And again the one condition is that the party in 

opposition must also observe the Constitution and the ru+.es governing 

elections. So to denouniJ r in some other way try to belittle the 

gove~nmen t for holding on to power, or to do the same with the 
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opposition for being hungry for _political power, is tb miss the 
,and the rules ~overning them, 

point of what our politics and our poli tioians/are all about. This, 

I think, must ·be seen for the partisan propaganda that it really is. 

'I'l)en, too, some of the week's speeches have brought into focus the 

usually un ~asy relations between business and :politics. The business 

community main interest is to get on with business. And the first 

purpose of business, what makes it 'good' business, ia for it to be 

stable and orderly and to be making money and to be yielding the 

highest posai ble proftts: everything else is subordinate to this 

:~ primary objective. uO what suits this primary objective is good for 

business; what hinders it is bad for business. And so, by the very 

logic of its nature, the business community - and this applies to 
and everywhere 

business conanuni ties anywhere/in the world - find politics and 

politicians something of a nece sa.ry evil. One result has been a 

long history of business trying to influence and at time manipulate 

the political process by giving financ i al bac.K.ing to the party or 

parties and politicians who are seen as either best serving the 

interests of business or else as the lesser of a group of evils. 
persuing 

Vhere a polili tical party or politiciam are seen aa/zang policies 

which go against t he interests of business then you can expect 

business to close ranks against that party an d those politicians and 

try to get them out. It is at this point that business and politics 
business 

meet openly. And because/ is a minority it, like the political parties 

must promote its views and interests as if they were the national 

in t erest. But then this is something that practiaally every special 

interest group does: everybody claims to speak in the national intere's 

And if the solution to our problems is a political and n~t an economic 
one, what happens if t he J'amaican electorate again votes for Democrat-
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1) The Political Numbe:f;s Game 
{02) A Little Ea.semen t for our Old 

NEWS OMMENT RY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
October 10, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: Thfa week's statement to the press by Mr. Desmond 

Campbell, the Police Commi s sioner, on the business of estimating 

the numbers of people who were supposed to be at a particular march 

or demonstration or meeting, is, I t hink, of more political importance 

than i:i: would appear at first sight. And as we dra,w closer to electi~ 

time, the business of the political numbers game will tend to assume 

even greater importance. Like it or not, contending political 

groups arJd factions and parties and those who support or oppose them 

a.re goi:ng to use the poli t~cal numbers game to try and build up their 

own confidence and their own support and to try and undermine the 

confidence and erode the support of their opponentso It is a sort 
so 

of variation on the power game of showing your strength and/see.ring 

those who are undecided into join•ina you because they d'l not want 

to be on the losing sideo And once again, the main target is the 

so-called floating or undecided or uncommitted voter. And since, 

in today's Jamaican politics all is as fair as in love and war, 

nobody is going to hesitate if they can get aw~y with x~i:Jl:g deliberatE 

- ly overstating the numbers and with manipulating the way in which 

those numbers reach the public .. So, if I have s a y 100 supporters, 
a claim of 

all I do is to put on a nought and my hundred supporters become/ a 

thousand supporterso And if I have say a thousand support.e11s, and 

if I am a careful opera.tor I will multiply it by five f\...nd claim to 

have five thousendo The important thing, always, is to play the 

political numbers game with care so that what I claim appears reason-
a.J; 

able, or else cannot be easily questioned or checkedo And all politic} 
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pe.rties where the popular ballot d~cides who exercises power, play 
some or 

this political numbers game to/rm:a: degree ola.11othero Indeed, it is 
J 

iIJ itself pert and parcel of the whole electioneering process, of 
trying . · 
H;J to influence and s o win over the voterso It is, in fa.ct, a 

very important part of party poli tice,l propagendao I think if we 

see all the claims end counter claims in t his light then we will 
these claims, 

know what value t o :pl ace on/iixma:, wha t judgement to make about themo 
XJIJIBX%JUl% 

The really importe.nt thing is n o t to allow the/issues to be over-
. . poli t ical 

sha dowed b1fti,: kind of/numbers ga:meo So let all the political 
and their supporters 

contenders/tell us wha. t they will do about the economy, about . •t;, 
~ ~~ r-o..ft~ 4--f~f tb:.,w,.f!.fCVI~ 

unemployment, a.bout the needs and pDoblems of our youtbJ: The issues 

are me.ny, where are the :_qpogrammes to deal with them? 

Next, we mu.at all we lc ome tha t first small step which was taken by 

the Minstry of Social Security this week to give tangible expressioD 

to this society concern for our senior citizens end others suffering 

physica l har1dicaps o Giving these people the right to travel on 

bu.Jes for a flat 15c fare is not very m.uch because many of them will 

not even be able to a fford that 15c; but it ia a beginningo The 

National h:a:i Insurance Scheme ulso ha d very small beginnings so do 

not scoff just because it is small. My understanding is that in 

Britain senior citizens have passes to travel free on t he buseso That 

ma.y be something of a dream to us now, but it should be one we should 

work to c ake ~eali ty o 'l!he old folk have made their COl1 tri bu tion to 

Jamaica: they have an undischarged claim on us. It is time we began 

tp pay off. I think for instance that it would be a very good thing 

if the special identification card for going on the buses could also 
ss.y 

be used to collect/a. little rice to supplement the,(t often near-

starvation diet on which many of them have to subsisto So thanks 

for t his first easement and please try and give a little moreo 

Goodnighto 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broedcast on Monday 
October 8t 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Jamaicans begin this National Heritage Week in an 

unfortunate, and in some ways unnecessary, atmosphere of heightened 
r 

political polarisa.tiono I say unfortunate because in such an atmosphe~ 

in which -everybody seems more interested in poli tic•al one-upmanship 

than in solving or helping to s~e the problems of the country, the 

task of dealjng with our problems is made that muvh more difficult. 
given do . 

And/w:i:ft the '1fery real and very ha.rd problems the. ;/we/face, anything, 
even 

any action, any politicking which makes things/more difficult eeally 

is unnecessaryo But this is how it usually is when contending forces 

and competing and conflicting interests exe locked in a raw struggle 

for power, in a struggle to determine who should control and in whose 

interest that control should be exercised. For this, when you strip 

it of all the window-dr€ssing and of all the 11oeia1 and political 

big chat is what the present political polarisation is all abouto 

And I think it might be a very good thing for each Jamaican to use 

this Kational Heritage Week to try and t hink out for himself or her­

self all the possible impllications of this struggle. And I am 
the overwhelming 

convinced that i majority of the J am.aica.n people can think it out and i 

work it out for themselveso They do not need anybody else to think 

for them or to tell them what to think: all they need is to be given 

the facts as truthfully, fairly and honestly a.a possible and they 

will know how to arrive at what is in their own best interest. And 

once they know that they will know how to choose when the time for 
and with 

choice oomes. This is the ultimate power which belongs to/ the people, 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



., ,, 

2 

not to the politicians, not to the political parties, not to any 

special interest groups, but to the people as e. whole. In whatever 

other ways J amaica's National Heroes whom we honour this week may 

have differed, they WP.re agreed on this one thing: that power should 

be vested in the Jamaican people and that the Jamaican people - and 
· by whom and 

nobody else - should determine/how that power was used and for how 
a key part 

long. And that is/~u:t of the Jamaican Heritage; cherish it; do not 
or manipula te it. 

allow anybody to abuse i tJ For the rest, the weekend news was dominate 

by overseas developments. In J apan Prime Minister Ohira suffered a 

serious political setback partly because he took a chance on the 

opinion polls. Mr. Ohira sees a pretty rough time ahead for the 

J apanese economy next yea.ro Already his economy is under heavy pressur• 

there is a big trade deficit of over $lo5-theusand million; inflation 

is climbing, production is declinins and unemployment is growing. And 

Mr. Ohira''s government held less than hal:f of the seats in the Japanes, 

Parliament and depended on the support of a handful of Independent 

MPs to stay in officeo In order to deal with the coming rough times 

and make the tough decisions needed Ohira needed a stronger hand in 

Parli ament, which means an absolute majority of at least ten or twelve 

seats, and all the opinion polls predicted that he would get that and 
election 

even more. Well, yesterday's/results, thanks in part to rain, mqde 

complett! nonsense of t he opinion polls. Ohira now has one seat less 

in the Japanese Parliament than he had when voting began, and J apan's 

problems are not going to go a.way. The moral is: Beware of the pre­

dictions of opinion polls; they can be hopelessly wrong, especially 

if it rainso And over in East Berlin President Brezhnev pulled off 

a very clever diplomatic stunner when he announced that 20,000 Soviet 
troops and 1,000 Sovie t ta.nks would unilaterally be withdrawn from 
Eastern Europe . Coming he.rd on President Carter's Caribbean sabre­
r a ttling the Third World is bound to make interesting comparisons. 

Goodnight. 
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NE VS CO" ~ENTARY 

1) ' he tand-off Continu.es 
2 ) enezuelan Oil: A iaztaxxaal: Govt-to-Govt deal 
3) U.S. Inflation ~orsens 

For broa d.cast on Friday 
October5, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The party poli tioal stand-off continues and the stree t 1 

ere reasonably peaceful; and this is a good thing • .But the threetenin 1 

split divide 
sounds continue to/xllllii the a.ir and/the nation; and that is a, bad 

thing. And the new and interesting twist to it all is that everybody 
t ake to the a tree ts 

is a defender; everybody will either defend their right to/Jiauabd• 

or defend themselves from attack. But if both aides are really only 
, harmless 

poor,unaggressive/and peaceful defenders then there is nothing for 

either side to worry about. Decause, really, two genuinely pea,oeful 
ere most unlikely to end up in 

defenders/amaixxauxia violence. bamxtkaxa:tilax:pcaxxiDda~XJlllJlt 

That is unless one or the other, or both, are using the la.nguage of 
try to 

peace to/deceive while preparing for violence. And the shooting at 

Mr. Howard Cooke's h.ome, and some of the political chat surrounding it; 

suggest that we had better not t ake any protestations of peace for 

gran ted. So keep on wa tching it very closely, please, and let all t he 

politica l operatives know that you are doing so and that you will 

pass your judgement with your votes, including your judgement on who 

is insulting your intelligence. Next, a word on the latest round of 

price increases on s ome of our basic food 1 tems. There is no question 

butt· is will grievously hurt all of J maica•s lower income earners 
that 

bu t especially those who make up/more than 70 '!> of the employed work 

force which, according to the 1978 Labour Force Statistics, earned 

50 a week and less. For these people, and even moreso for the 26% 

of t he work force which is unemployed, any price increase on basic 

food, no matter how justified, is grief. And when you visit this 
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kind of grief on people, even if you cannot help it, you really owe 

them much more careful and detailed explanations than we have so 

far received. I think people have a right to demand more than just 

the general statement that because the cost of imported raw material 
say_, 

on a particular item has gone up by pe,centage increases of/between 

11% and 25~, as we have been told was thef case with cheese, thep 

have to pay so much more. Don't get me wrong; the increase may in 

fact be justified when all the numbers are examined. But how are the 
had 

people to know? Once or twice when we/xm insisted and all the 

numbers had been laid out, it turned out that here had been cases of 

using imported infla tion to impose unreasonable m.ark-ups. You will 

recall the case of imported oxtail. How e~e we to know that this 
poor 

is not being done in some instances now? Why .should/people who have 

so often been the victims of unreasoanbly high mark-ups take anythl.ng 

on trust? So let us have the whole arithmetic of each new increase -

from r aw ma terials to wages and salaries and mark-ups and profit 

m rgins • . That is the way to convince the people that the main burden 

of this in flation is not being put on the becks of the poorest J amaic: 

They know that the inflation is worldwide. They are aware of yesterday 

news out of Wa shington that the cost of food in the u.s. has gone up 

faster in the month of September than over any other simi lar period in 

t he pest five years. Wh a t they do want to know, what they have the 

right to know, is that the burden is being shared fairly, justly and 

equitably. And the have grave doubts which are not dispelled when the 

Government does not giv~ _them all the facts. So more openness, please. 
~~~ 

And finally a brief [word on what strikes me as the key point of the 

Prime iniater's quick trip to Venezuela this week. At the end of the 

year the government• a contract with Esso to supply our _&:l will end 

8H8 '1i&mm!86!8min1l~wea!i1thi~ttBH ~~1f1i8irGh:m ~ia:0~JciRfJ!I 
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1) 'Taking to the Streets•: the Pause of Reason? 
2) President Carter's New Caribbean Diploma cy 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broa dcast on Wednesday 
October 3, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: In the same way t hat no news i s usually regarded a s 

good news, so we must regard the present stand-off in the business 

of taking to the streets a s a small good sign. J ust perha ps, t h ose 

who have to make t he decisions about t aking to the streets are 

thinking out t he implications and pos sible consequences of what 

would follow. Let us hope that it is so; let us hope that the present 

pause is t he pause of t hought an d reason. But just to hope is not 

enough. I think too t ha t we ourselves need to understand at least 

one very critically importan t reason for t his appe.rent moment of 

pause. An d t ha t is the question of how the overwhllming majority of 
fanatine,t nor 

J amaicans, who a.re neither JLP/u PNP fanatics., will judge the whole 

business. If there is any violence, any bloodshed, any destruction, 

who will tha t majority see as having started it all and of the.ref or e 

being most responsible? Becaus e, do not forget, it is the votes of 

t hat overnhelming and l argely uncommitted majority which is going to 

deci de t he outcome of the next electionso We all know how the 

committed party supporters of each side will vote; so there is no 

effort to influence those who are a lrea dy committed. The big e!ffort, 

all the campaigning, all t he propaganda, all thi1V1~ing ·and ,~ning, 

all the smearing and rumour-mongering, all the na stiness - ere ' \all 

designed to try an d influence the views and opinions and, therefpre, 
f 

the way in which that l argely uncommitted majority will vorte. If 
it -Will ha~e 

that majority knows and understands this fact clearly/UJixifxiai . 
the power to greatly unfluence t he behaviour of the poli tic"ians • "h 
Jl•l:t~:ta:t1u1:axuaxulaxa:txfia~xontaagaxnaxua•z•DJ1a:tJlg \ 

~ \ 
' \ 
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If tat majority tells the politicians that it is sick and tired 

and fed up with all the shouting and screaming and all the threats 

and coun te'r-threats, and all the double-talk, I think the poli ticiana 

will read the message loud and clear. And once they know you are 

going to keep your heads and watch their every move and judge their 

every word and every deed and then pass your judgement with your vote 

when the time comes, they are going to cool down; ar1 d they are going 

to treat you with the respect due tot ose who are the controllers 

of power. So there is much that the citizens of this country can 

do to contain our present political madness and to safeguard all that 

is best in J meica. Instead of the politics of taking to the streats 

let us insist on the orderly politics of policies and programmes to 

best serve the national interest. Where are their policies and their 

programmes? Let us have the details and the timetables for grappling 

with all our multitude of problems, social and economic. And let us 
enough time 

insist on/axu&J1:u to examine and compare the proposed policies and 

programmes of each side so that we can know what it is we are voting 

for. Tha t is the real alternative to our present duppy politics: and 
on it. 

those described as t he 'uncommitted vote• have the power to insist/ma 

I t is cold comfort but it is noteworthy that little Jamaica is not t he 

only place where duppy politics can result in dangerous and unneces s ru 

crises. For reason beat known to only itself, the C rter A.dminiatrat-
has 

ion/painted itself in to a very difficult corner over some Ru~sian 
l 

troops who have been in Cuba, by invitation, for at least te~ year 
\ 

\ 

and probably longer, according to U.S. intellegence sources themselve : 

Why? Because Mr. Ccrter's popularity is very low in the opinio4, polls 
\ 

t he presidential and Congressional election campaigns are sh~pf~g up 
I 

nd some drama t ic foreign policy issue was seen as a sa:f'e po}>UlEf{i ty 
' booster. But this time it backfired badly and all this s abre-ratt~ing 

11s really a desperate face-ca.rd effort. The moral: it is dangero~ t o 
P ay party politics with foreign relations. Goodnight. 
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"Taking to the Streets": The An atomy of 
The Politics of Destruction 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadc a s·t c:1 ?f on d a.y 
October l, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

{;oo d evening: On the surface t his pas ·t wee.ktH'.ld was comparatively 

peacefu.1 and tranquil here in J ~ ,.ric.ica: under the surfa ce it was 

distur oe d an d tense ari d 1me r -.,,y, wi t h a hint of t hreat an d menace to 

it. An d t he t i'1r ea.t 8.nd t he menace -,vere e nused b y t he hot political 

talk about one side 'ta,ing to the streets' and the other side being 

there t o de f end t he str eets. b i;n oa& ~ ihere wer oL t ~-~ ati\Jns ea 
But whether today or lat1 

tha t -the 'taking t o t he streets' migh t start t oda.y./i:tx.ii:ixaai:,::xxlDJISX 
-

11.he promise of 'taking t o t he s treets', and the pr omise of a response 

t o it, r emain, fin d with them the t hr eat and t he menace to the entire 

J amaica11 l;jo ctety. So why this bu siness of t he :poli t ics of ttaklng to 
us' 

t he str eets? WhELt is t he poin t of it? And where is it likely to lead,t 

No:r·mally, t hoss who t t:i ke to "!ihe st-.ceets do so because they have no 

other way of bri:ngir.1g t.tl.eir case to public a t t ention •. You do not, for 

i nstaIJ ce, se e ei t her of the two m11,jor political parties in Britain 

t aking to the streets when t hey are in opposition o An d likewise you 

du not see either of the tw o major political pstrties i n the United 

Sta tes t aking to the streets when t hey are in opposition. And the 

main ree,son is tha t the politica l p8..rties in both of t hese countries 

do not want to upset or weaken or undermine the politica l systems in 

which they opera te, and which allow~ them to peacefully bring t0 

public attention anything t hey want too So why should we, with our 

basically sim~lar parli amentary democracy go in for the politics of 

•taking to t he streets'? I think it is very important for all Jamaican, 

of all _parties as well as of no party, to think this one out very 

ca.refullyo The dangerous fact is that once partisan politics takes 
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to the streets, once it becomes a busine s.3 0f v.rb.o controls the 

streete, then political violence cannot be far offo And no matter 

who vlina in ·m1J '3uch confron tati on and en counter on the streets, 

the nn tiona.l in -~ere3t ia bound to suffer, is bouna. to be damaged. 

And, of ccur se, once we are in to the pob. tics of t aJdng to the 

str eets all :Jo:rts of inr.:ocent ri:nd uninvolved peo:p~e e,re bound to 

get hurt or ki lled e:nd hnve their :r,roperty d~:rua.gedo You know and I 

know that this is so because it is in the nature of tE1king poli.tics 
overheated 

to the streuts., And given our :p:cescm t/polj tical climate and theugly 

politic~.l deve lopments of recen t weeks, it is f1u1l±:1~ politically 
, or self-serving, 

naive/for anybody to expect any on e side to sta y off the streets 

if the other si de t akes to the streets . '.!.'he argument about one side 

staying home A.n d getting on with the job while the Gecuri ty forces 

en,3ured the t the other side wmt:tri: ke1;;1p the pe t1ce while te.kir.g ;;o the 

streets, is, in roality an invita tion to commit politica,l suicide. 

Liko it or not, ar1d I do not like it, the cha llenge has been posed 

i11 terms of ta.king to t :rn strC3ets and the al terna tivc to capitulation 

a.nd surrender is to "t'espond to it by t Pkir1g to the streets. This is 

the ugly and menacing si .;ua.tion into whj_ch J amaican politics has been 

manouevred. And the real t.,:agedy is t hat there was and is no need for 

it. We have a constitution rind we h aYe upoli tice,l syster.1. and social 

and legal structures which make i;; possib:.e for us to de o.l with all 
and to make all the changes we want 

our problems a.Hi disaereements/wi thout ha.ving to resor t,, to the 

dnngerous _politi...;fd of •taking to the streets•. But aa I h ave told you 

A.gain and again, i "'I. t akes two sides to make our system of government 

work but it needs only one side to wreck it and pull it downo So if 

the majority of Jamaicans do not want this sytem to be destroyed, 
Jamaican people, 

and I believe -they do not, then it is up to/t.kam:, up to all of u9, 

to call on both parties, not just ~ne 1 to back away from the politics 
of •taking to the streets'o Coodnigh~o 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



NW OOMMEN TARY 

South Africa Embattled: 
4partheid Prepares its Defences 

For broadcast on Friday 
September 28, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: While we here in Jamaica, or at least a powerful 
determined to make 

and vocal minority among us, seem/aa:ii~)Jn.i xa m:akbg it impossible 

for our ver·y good demo era tic parliamen ta:z\f-:"'system to work ., people 

in other countries with ugly and undemocratic political systems seem 

equally determined to ensure that their ugly systems worko And so 

we with our good and decent democratic structures were this week 

goaded w'ld manipulated to the point of nearly tearing each other 

apart on the streets of Kingston; while in Sou.th Afrioa they were 

carefully and methodically preparing themselves to use their 
to try 

intelligence, their skills and all their powers/to ensure the survival 
C6V\~ of v-~ feltJtcJ '8 tC~'l¾ie, -power. 

of their r~cistL~ e:f:=i;:par -theiEl,... And so we had the two pieces 

of anuJUli startling and apparently radical news items out of South 

Africa this week. On Tuesday there was the item which was later 

headlined; South African Blacks Get Union Rig~tso And on Wednesday 

there came the story, of the South African Prime Minister talking of 
:make 

changing the laws which/sex and marriage between black and white 

criminal offences. And for the Western world's major news organs 

this item o~ sex and marriage was the stuff of sensational headlines. 

To some it amoUllted to nothing less than a rev,1ution of policy by 

the racist regime; to others it, especially when coupled with the 

trade union bit, it was the beginning of the end of Apartheido file 

fact is it is nothing of the kind; and it is important fer us to 

understand the oold politics of survival that is behind it all-. 

To the, east South Africa has a very long border with black ruled arid 

~~t-led Mozambique. Tb the West there is Namibia e.nd tbere is 
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Angola. South African control of n~ Namibia is rapidly coming to 

and end, and when Namibia becomes independent it is almost certain 

to have a radica.lly-inclined government tha.t will. be hostile to 

South African racism, and which will ma.ke common cause with Angola 

in any future mili te.ry clashes. To the north-west is Botswana which is. 

o.ne of the frontline states in the Zimbabwe struggle, And directly 

north is Hhodesia itself which will, in the not-too-distant fu:mu.re, 

become the independent black state of 'Zimbabwe. And this means that 

within the foreseeabihe future Sou th Africa will be ringed by a group 

of radical black states, all of whom des••• Ape.rtheid and all of whom 

want to see an end to it. This, by the way, is not only my assessment 
white 

of the si tuatio:n. This is also how/South African poli tica.l and 

military intelligence see the situation unfolding. And it is the 

South African military in particular who have warned the white 

political leaders of the dangers and problems of having to defend ----­borders stretching all the way from south-east Africa to south-west 

Africa. And the military he.ve made it clear that they would not be abl< 

to even begin to think ot' defending those very long borders if they 

are also to deal with internal uprisings. And so the government has 

decided to try and appease the blacks by getti:ng rid of what they call 

'petty Aparthe·id' whicll includes the business of sex and ma.rriage and 
discrimination in dJ 

/ clubs and hotels. Black trade unions have always existed; well organis~ 

workers were always able to strffike or shut down a place, whether they 

were registered or not, whether they were recognised or not. So that 

one is part face-card and part attempt to gain some kind of control 

over the hither-to unregistered, unrecognise~ but very vigorous black 

union movement. So there really is no change; they are not prepared to 

share, let alone give up, real economic ·or political power• B:1t i~ is 
:a me~a}tr~ 1. tr · , s}. ae"term1nat1on 
~gi gli Lnaf gio~e~~~Re ~, e~l~f If ~fi~ o~:~Bt~ u~f. ~lai~ilij~XEJ1&XupdlQ;; 
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l) A Dismal Week: 

a) KPH Closes 
b) Unemployed Teachers; c) Flood Damage 

. ~ ~ .. ;i;11tu- uaaaP1111!11ii-e 

NEWS COMM NTARY 
For broadcast oh Wednesday 
September 26, 1979, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: The marches and counter-marches, the hints of violence 
political 

and counter-violence and the general/ugliness and nastiness and 
were 

short-changing of all that is finest and best in Jama,ica/ ••• enough, 

by themselves, to make this a dismal week for J ame.ica. But there was 

more unwelcome news in yesterday's closing down of the Kingston Publi 

Hos~ital, in reports that flood damage for thffi s month of September 

alone, according to preliminary estimates, stands at over $14-million. 

And to cap it all we had that report of trained teachers being unabl, 

to find jobs at a time when many of our school children were reportedl: 

unable to find school places. You know, it really is not good enough 
any ' 

for "The Ministr y of He al th( to )regret/tu inconvenience to the public. 

·as though it is into some sort of customer-rela tions business. The 

Ministry of He alth had no business to allow the situation to deteriore 

te to this point and then blame it on industrial action by its 

pharmacists and ancillary staff. Workers in the medical s'rvices in 

par ticular are noted for not taking strike action lightly .• To be sure 
importfll) t 

there are/aaxxua money problems involved but I believe that urgent 

and serious and sincere reasoning with the workers while these money 
were 

problems/ax• being tackled could have prevented the closure of the 

hospital. The KPH is the main hospital to which the poor of the 

Corporate Area turn for medical help and to shut it down for even one 

day is to do a great dis-aerttce to the poor. And the business of 

having unemployed te achers at this time is only a shade less dismal 
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and deplorable than the shutting down of t he KPH. I sometimes find 

it hard to arrive at any kind of understanding of what makes our 
bureaucracy 

educational/lmx&K~&Q tick: is its main concern the providing of 

education for the natioJs children? Or is the providing of education 

just the excuse for the existence and self-perpetuation of that 

bureaucracy? If you look at the Chapter o~ Education of the Economic 

and Social Survey of Jamaica for 1978 you will see that in spite 

of all our economic troubles spending on education increased by more 

than 8% in 1977-78 compared with the previous year and by more tha?l 

16% in 1978-79 compared with the year ·before. But when you look at 

the breakdown of these figures, especially those for 1978-79 ., you 

will see under the heading 'Central Administration and Support Service , 
figureof $14.64-millionfor 1978-79 

a spending/:btmaaaxa1xi&i~ compared with only $4.1-million in 

1977-78. And this, expressed in percentage terms is an increase of 

246:'. We are told that this was due to salary increases for teachers • 

.And if you average out the increase in the school enrolment in all 

departments - infant, bas ic,primary, all-age, secon dary - ecept Jamal, 

the school population grew by less than 4·% in 1977-78. So, when you 

put the children of Jamaica and the interewta of the children of 

Jamaica, at the centre of things educational - as they rightly should 

be - these figures tell us that the children are being short-changedo 

We, the taxpayers are spending more on U~S~ education ; and they, 
of the benefits 

the children, are getting the smallest share/of that increased spend-

ing. It is as though the educational bureaucracy comes first, then 

the,{ teachers, and then, last of all, the child.reno And this is not 

right a,nd cannot be right. As with the KPH, our priorities here are 

just about as va-ong as they can be. And that S14-million-plus which 
rlooa damage, caused mainly by 

we are going to have to spend to repair/our previous patchy-patchy 

flood control work will again be wasted unless we do better work this 
time around. Goodnighto 
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The Politics of Confrontation: 
Some arning Notes 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
September 24, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: At this time on Wednesday of ast week r warned t hat 

" i1here are sign s tha t unless we are very careful, we may be in for 

yet another round of the kind of negative and destructive partisan 

politics which ha.s so badly hurt Jamaica 's best interests in recent 

ye rs". Well, the even ts of this past weekend have confirmed my 

warningo We are now firmly into a new round of the politics of 

confrobtation, and no ma tter what the ultimate outcome, J ~1naica is 

bound to be hurt and damaged while . the cont,rontation .1 st.s . The 
(,...1. s .__ 1;..p1 1 ~ ~<o ....... , .. -1: -- 1½v'f~ · story 

first signs of it were there over the weeken cV. There was the scare / 
the J... 

a.bout ·tourism which the Pre sident of/J maica Hotel and Tourist 

Association, Mr. Gilbert Byles, has described as totally false. But 

still the reports persist , quoting unidentified sources. And one of 

the troubles wi th unidentified sources is tha.t you cannot check them 

to find out whether t ey really s a id what they a.re supposed to have 

s a id. Under normal circumstances, in a non-confrlbntationist situation 

where degree of trus t exists tha t we will all behave with reasonable 

honour and honesty t he tendency is to accept the truth of what we are 

told and to find some sort of excuse f or the anonymity. But in our 
of the on~ enemies 

pre sen t climate of the politicat s avaging of/aa«kxm.tllax by fair means 

or foul means , everything is suspect, everything is questioned. So 

who are those who deny Mr . :Byles' sta tement of last night? Do they 

really exist? And the sad thing about tourist scare stories is the 

fact that tourism is such a sensitive and panic prone business. It is 

not difficult to frighten tourists away• Almos t any idiot can do it. 

But when it is done all J amaica suffers, and especially the workers 
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who depend on tourism for their living. And this, I think, brings 
one of moral 

us to/the grea,test of all the/dangers to come out of the politics 

of confrontation: and that is the assumption that all means justify 
. what lie you tell or 

the ends, that it does not metter/what damage you do or whom you 

hurt an what you destroy, so long as you win. This was once a charge 

levelled almost exclusively against that Soviet brand of communism 
,against 

practised by Jospph Stalin and/•J the Nazi and Fascist dictatorships 

of Hitler e.nd Mussolini. Today some of those of us here in Jamaica 
same 

who shout loudest about freedom and democracy are using these/morally 
dirty . , 
ElSECa•x• methods of all means justfying the ends. And so that 

I 

sordid and ugly and na,sty and degrading advertisement is possible. 
there is no way that 

The trouble is that/fa our brand of Parliamentary democracy can 

survive, once we take this direction. Think it out for yourself. 

At the heart of our system is the assumption that we all want the 

system to continue and that no matter how hard we fight or how much 

we disagree we will not do anything to upset or undermine the system 

itself. And that being so, we all voluntarily submit to certain 
and conditions 

rules/and certain limitations. And one of the limitations is that 

those who lose an election will not do anything to make it impossible 

for those who win to carry on the business of government until it is 

time for new elections. And the reason is simple: if one side makes 

it impossible for the other to govern, then the other, when it becomes 
and will 

the opposition, can/do the same and then our system of governm~nt 
to work it 

will become totally impossible/and we will have to change/ And this, 
threat 

it seems to me, is, right now, the single greatest/~ we and 
the 

our democracy face. Confrontation, escalated to~ &azsau level 
all present 

where/so means justify the end, is bound to destroy our/ democratic 

system. If we do not wAnt that to happen then we hed better be on 
our guard. Goodnight 
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2) ;;~3) 

The Referendum Squabble ends 
Free Speech and Diplomacy 
Who Speaks for J amaica? 

NEWS COMMENTARY _ 
For broadcast on Friday 
September 21, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: It looks a s though we may h ave a chance to dry out 

over t his weekend; which i.s very good and very welcome. It was 

wo.nderful to go ou.t early this morning and feel the sun on one• s 

body an d to look up at clear blue skie~ with only a touch of snowy 

white here and there • .ril'l d the Blue Mountains were re e lj:y blue in 
early 

first clear cloudless/light of day this morning. We tend to take 
something like 

all this for granted most of the time: ar. d then we are hit by/the 

b_ad weather of these past ten days. And when it passes we realise, 

often with a hint of wonder, just how beautiful and caressingly 

warm~ and comfortable J amaica is most of the time, just how good 

it is to be alive in J amaica. In my youth and young manhood I wandere ci 

across half t he world and I found no other pla ce J.ike this. And still 

we have our problems and our troubles emd our poli ticel warfare 

which continues to escalate , t hough in a rather W1expected form 

this time around. The little squabble - as it ha.a turned out to be -

over the type of voting in next year's referandum on the Constitution 

seems to have died down as quiokly e.s it he. ei flared UPo And just as 

wello 1'he re was clearly no r1eed for the flare-up in the first instance 
think we 

end J/must insist t hat all future point1:1 of misunderstanding, con-

fusion, changing of minds, clarification or what you will,be dealt 

with at the level of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Constitution 

al and Electora l Reform and tha t anything t hat needs to be made 

public is made public through that Committee or by way of Parliament. ' 

That is the best way to ensure that the Electoral and Constitutional 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

Reform process is not sidetracked or stalled or sabotaged or recan­

verted int<? the party political football it has been for so long. 

So watch this one closely and you will soon see who is serious about 

it all and who wants to play poli ticb with it~ Another issue tc., watoh 

with gre a t care is the war of hot words now going on between the 

Daily Gleaner and i ta friends and supporters on the one hand ar.ad the 

Cuban Emba.ssy on the othero This one seems to have Ell the mfl.kings 

of a, long and susta ined campaign, and if it is, then it is going to 

be important for us to try and keep ouE cool and not be confused or 

panicked by any torrent of hot words. So let us try and put the whole 

thing in context by posing some basic que'i:ltions. First, I do not 

think any fair aJJd reasonable person will argue that, putting 1 t very 
not 

mildly, tell Gleaner -publications ha.ve/e1tereised their right and freedo: 

to say whatever they wanted to about Cuba and Cubanso And this, as 

you know, has been going 011 for a ve!y long_ time : they have said 
K..6'w ,~ ~ie1d --zo S¥0 Lr 

exactly what they wanted to say l when t hey wanted to say ito So 

question one is: Do the Cubans have any ris}lt to rsply to the things 

that have been said aoout them? Or a:re they s11pposed just to ta.ke the 

licks and to say nothing? At this level it is~ ciuestion of whether 
!CA-v .,, ... _ ... _ \ 

freedom of speech me ans one side does all th~ 1 ovrsN g"' and bad-mouthing 
I 

while the other side must take it all in silenoeo And if you bring the 

business _of diplomacy i~to this then Y.?.u h ave to think in terms of 
1)1, r,L ,dz v' t k: 1\ n. k t &--~~ ~ 

all of us1observing the correct and proper be haviour l a id down by the 
· Here again, it is not a one-way street with one 

rules of diplomacy. /WaxirD1a.11~xaa;,:.xaruEaJlj•a11XJU:J1i;u••·•x••xaiixj;ja 
or some part or it, 

side observing the rules while the other side/is free to do whatever 

it likes. An d this is so whether you like or dislike. the diplomats 

involved, whether you love them and their countries or whether you 
ha te them• And, lest we forget, under our system only the duly ele cted 
go!ernment of Jamaica speaks~utor Jamaica: nobody else does - no matter 

ow self-important. Remember~ his aa the hot words fly. Goodnight. 
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A Time for Tl)ought: 11.'ime to Reason 

.t;N TARY 
or bro dcast on ednesday 

~eptember 19, 1979 , 6 . lOp.m 

unless we are very c reful, 
Good evening: 1''her e are signsxanaaXJDxa t at/we may be in for yet 

another round of' t e ind of negative and destructive p rtisan 
c-

po l i t ics which has so badly hurt Jamaica's best interest~in recent 

years. nd I am not thinking now of the stepped-up party political 

activity which is inevitable as eleotionaxa::iqm11aamtime draws near; 

tat is par t and parcel of our political system and we have to put 

up with it s best we can . het I am thinking bout i s the nationa l 

mood and t he political climate which Bre created by the manner in 
we 

which/de l with some of the most sensitive issues in the society. 

T ke the i s sue of Constitutional and electoral re f orm. H ving got 

sf r s we have with this, do we really now w~nt to stall or side­

track t he whole exercise by taking it back onto the point-scoring 

party politic l platform? I think most Jamaicans would say no. An d 

yet t h t danger now exists, unless our pol1 tical leaders pause and 

t hink carefully of just where t heir often intemper te language would 

lead. hat is for sure is that once the argument about the so-called 

'free' ballot versus t he so-called 'tied' ballot in next year ' s 
of the bipartisan committee 

referendum is move d from the discussion room/to~e political platfom 
h.:Z 

t e whole process is in trouble . The big point/is not whether you 

believe in t his or that type of b llot but whether you foll ow the 

laid-down and a.greed-on procedures to h ve t hat point discussed, 

examined and , perhaps , agreed on . An~ bypassing of this proper 

procedure i s wrong, no matter from what quarter it comes . And you do 

not correct one wrong by committing another . So, please , let this 
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matter be trashed out at the level of the joint Parliamentary 

Committee where it properly belongs, and not by way of party 

political ·propaganda. There ~y is no need to slow-down the 

constitutional and electoral reform process in order to resolve 
certain 

t his ~ tter. And I am re sonably/••~• that the joint Parliamentary 
work out mechanicisms to 

Committee will/ensure that each J m ican voter really votes aocordinf 

to his or her conscience on all the issues. There ...r:ettll-y is no need · 

for party politicking on t his one. o hush the hot words and get on 

with the job please. One of tne problems with hot words is that 

they tend to inflam.e passions r ther than to encourage thought and 

re son. ~nd the Prime Minister's speech to the Non-Aligned Conference 

in H-vana has provoked the kind of reaction in some quarters which 

has resulted in the hot words coming hard and fast. And yet, you 

know, if you go b ck over the record you will see that this so-called 

'new foreign policy direction' about which hot words are now flying 

all over t he place is the same basic policy which this government has 

been persuing for many yea.rs. You will, for instance, find the 
as 

outlines/mui well as some con s idef;able detail of this foreign policy 

in Ministry Pape• No. 40 entitled Relations ~ithin the Hemisphere, 

No. 41 'J maica and t he Commonwealth', I o. 42.' Relations with the 

Third Vorld' and No. 43 entitled 'Foreign Economic Policy' ; all of 

which were tabled Sn Parliament on July 30, 1974. And there is 

nothing in any of t .\ose vUnistry Papers or in the speeches made at 

t he United tions or on other internation 1 platforms by any of 

the of ficial spokesmen of this government which goes against or is 

at variance with anything t he Prime Unister said at .H vana. This is 

f act which ha nothing to do with whether you approve or disapprove 
hot 

of what he said. And sober thought and reason, a opposed to/prop -

ganda, demand that we set even our quarrels in context of factual 
concern for whet is truly the public good . Goodnight. 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 

l) PNP Conference: Re turn of D.K. Duncan 
2) IMF eport : Gloomy Prospects 

For broadcast on Mondey 
September 17, 1979, 6.lOp~m 

Goo d evening: The highpoint of this ~ast wet weekend here at home 

was , of course, the annual conference of the People's National Party · 

which, fo r all practical purposes confirmed the return of Dr. D. K. 

Duncan to .t he key post General Secretary of the party. And Mr. P.J. 

P~ tterson• s warm public endorsement of the return of Duncan puts 
gener a ted ma.inly by f orces outside the PNP, 

paid to the hopes,,Jlfx:tll*••xmai:•i~x•xiia%Jl:aii;JXg1UU1JCR:tallxfaE11aa tha t t hE 

return of Duncan would split the party. The hope had been that the 

so-cA.lled ' modera tes' in the PNP would lea d a movement of revolt 

against the Duncan c ndidacy and that the fear of a split would 

result in the so-called 'radicals' e i ther dropping or deferring the 

Duncan can didacy. .A fter all, a somewha t similar t actic had force d 

t he resignation of Duncan before; and a more subtle and complicate d 

variation of this same tactic many yea.rs earlier ha d led to the 

purgi~g of t he •Four Ha' from t he party during the leadership of 

Norman Manley. But things were different this time round, mainly, 

I suspect,because oft every high degree of pf,litical maturity and 

political sophistica tion of the overwhelming majority of Jamaicans, 
---.. ~ ~ 

in and out of our politica l parties. ost J maioans are no longer 
frightened 
frigsl'n•ad by ideas or labels; and most Jamaican, today, see through 

a ttempts to manipula te t hem. hat is more to the point is whether 

t he PNP has lePrnt t he l esson of its 1976 mistake of merging the 

then party secret r iat so closely with the Ministry of Mobilisation 

as to almost m ke them indistinguishable. This, I thought, was' at 
••, 

the heart of t he many problems which were exploited by Duncan's, 1 ,. 

enemies nd which ultima tely forced his resignation. Under ou~~ ty 
political system the r l tions between the p rty which wins an electio 
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and the government which it then forms are much more complex and 

delicate than are the relations between governments and parties in 

one-party .st tea. For instance, 
the existence of, p 

our present Jamaican,s Constitution 
our 

does not even recognise/or m ke mention of/political parties. They 
if our politicians want 

are not at all constitutional entities; sp/tltxu.u to give our 

political p rties some sort of legal authority then the present 

constitutional reform exercise should deal with this matter as · well. 

Till this is done t he separation between party and government must .. 

be sharp and clear. And the most important weekend item on the world 

scene was the release in 1 shington yesterday of the Annual Report 

of the International Monetary Fund - the IMF- for 1978. It paints 

a gloomy picture of the whole world - rich and poor countries alike, 

the big as well as the small, the highly developed as well as the 

underdeveloped - being in the grips of an economic crisis to which 

no end seems in sight. And for the first time, to my knowledge at 

least, th• IMF does not sound as though it has or knows the answers 

to a.11 the world problems: there seems to be a hint of doubt within 

the IMF itself that the traditional IMF solutions will solve the 

world's problems this time around. But it has no other olutions so 

it urges the governments of the world to persist. And for countries 

like Jamaica the IMF forecast is for further serious deterioration 

in t he balance of paymen ta position. And this of course means that 
and all the foreign exchange thiefing 

unless we really cut out all the waste/that is still taking place 

in spite of all our bawling, life is going to get even rougher and 

h rder. We have talked for years about idle hands and idle lands: 
' < when do we bring them together to drastically cut the food we ~port? 
\ 

·, 

When do we,•~•~ public and private sector alike, stop talking SJld 
' 

poli ticing around production and r•all;y; uc~1 the. things we lle~ 
r.n,-,-..vv qt~( itlt/2.)'VI. \ • ', 

to eat or wear or export? Even the IMF [ . s oing the moment o:f ;•trut~ 
When will J Amaica do so? G6odnight. 
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'l1he Poli tics of Our Foreign ~hange Crisis [l ) 

NEWS COMMEN 'l1AR.Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
September 14, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: However you care to interpret or to restate that 

disturbing piece of financial news which was first carried on this 

station last night, it still •• adds up to a da.nger signal that we 

had all better think through very carefullyo The news, you may remembe 

was that the government had been in discussions with some of thf' 

North .American banks to whom we owe roughly $450-million, in order to 

examine the po~sibility of re-financing and getting additional 

standby credit to the tune of $200-million, and that nothing had 

come of this. So, however you interpret it, the fact is that we did 

not succeed in persuading those banks to agree to the refinancing 

and/or the additional standby. And this, unless we can tap some other 
already 

loan sources, must mean that our/tight foreign exchange position is 

going to get even tightero So where do we go from here? It seems to 

me th~t when a person or a family or a business or a cowitry reaches 

the point of paying more than one quarter of the income from a 

particular enterprise just to service debts, not to pay them off, 

then that person or family or business or country had better stop and 

ask some ve·ry serious questions. And that is the situation with our 

foreign eachange earnings, our foreign borrowings and our debt servici­

ng costs. And this, lest we forget, is a problem that goes back a 

very long way. From way back before in '·pendence Jamaicans have consumed 

more foreign eachange than they have earned, eveiri in the boom years of 

world trade. For instance the Economic Survey for 1959 talks of the 

economic recovery of the manufacturing countries a.nd the greatly 

increased trade between those countries. And Jamaica, please note, 
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in the boom year 1959, spent £68.6-million on imports and earned 

£.46-million on its exports°' In other words ,, we spent i:22.6-million 

more forei~ exchange than we earned. And in each of the years 

before 1959 the pattern is the same: we spent more foreign exchange 
spent and still 

than we ee.rned • And the more that we/spend a.ll added up, over the 

yea.rs, to make the external debt on which we now have to pay more 

than a quarter of every dollar we earn or borrow from overseas just 

to service that growin.g ex t ernal d.ebt. But let us note that while 

the external debt grew by tens of millions of pounds between the 

1950s and the 1960s it grew by hundreds of millions cf dollars in 
afford 

1970s. So what we could,.( as a society, between the 1950s and the 

1960s is very different in both quality and quanti -r.y from what we 

can afford todayo And if you want to see how easily and neatly and 

tidily a national budget of £42 o 7-million can be balanced then look 

at the diagram on page 7J:. of the Economic Survey for 19610 Some of 

the figures will me,ke your flesh crawl. And one of the things today' a 

Jamaica cannot afford and has to review urgently, is the type of 
screw-drivering productive 
liax11iatJ111:BJ1:txuJixnum11:fa&DJCDg enterprises which are net colilsumera of 

vast a.mounts of fo:e:eign exchangeo When we are -tol·d1 tha.t a particular 
for example 

sector like, say manufacturing.( creates 100t660 jobs, I think it is 

reasonable to ask: at wha t cost in foreign exche.nge? And what foreign 
, if any, rigorou~.se para ting 

exchange/does it bring i-n? And I t hink the/•••'i'bc«x••:.t of the truly 
enterprises · selfish a.nd 

productive/with foreign exchange earning c epaci ty from the/self-servinf 

net consumers of foreign exchange is long overdue. A relatively small 
. . _ disproportionately 
handful of Jamaicans have tradi tiQnally consumed a ia.i11µar1Ji■*i.u11~ 

large' share of Jamaica's foreign exchange, whether earned or borrowed, 

than can be justified on grounds of national economic bettermento 

'.fo be sure, these people have bettered themselves; but they have 
beggared the nation. Thia, however, is only one aspect of our acute 
foreign exchange crisis which no amount of borrowing will solve 0 We'll 
look at some of the other Rs~ects next week 0 Goodnight

0 
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--1) Hur ric,..n e Frederic & the B,., d Weather 

2) A~ ostinho Neto & .Angola's Future 
.YJSminE& fG@Jllffl'eF Ei-i o @ I g 16 a 

NEWS COMM EN TAR Y 
For boradcast on Wednesday 
September 12, 1979 7 6o10p.m 

Good evening: Frederic is now a full-blowm and violent hurricane 

with raging winds of more than 130 miles an hour, and earlier today 

1.t was threatening the Mississippi-Louisiana-Alabama coastline on 

the Gulf of Mexicoo The fear is that Frederic could do the kind of 

damage there that David did in the Caribbean. And yet when it passed 

near Jamaica it was a comparatively mild tropical storm with winds 

of less than 50 miles an hour. And if you consider the kind of wet 

weather we have had over the past 24 hours, and the flooding and the 
the suffering of 

dislo.arntion tha t came with it, it is not hard to imagline/the people 

of those Gulf Coast states on which Hurricane Frederic is now 
social 

advancing. Here at home, one of the most depressing/:illbp aspects 

of this kind of weather, for me at least, is the knowledge that so 

much of our very scarce national resources are going to h veto be 
after the r a i n 

spent on cleaning up and repairing and patchingi I have talk of this 

before so I will not labour the point too much. But, you know, the 

hundreds of thousands of dollars, perhaps adding up to millions, 

which are going to have to be spent on roa d and gully and drainage 

repairs, would not have needed to be spent if the roads and gullies 

and drainage systems h ad been built properly and to withstand this 

kind of weather in the first instance. That money could then have 

been used to make more school places for our children, or more 

training centres for our young people ,, or to create more job opportun-

ities for some of our school leaverso Instead, each year, that money 
- --
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has to be spent on pa tching up the t:1 ame roads and gullies and drains 
which were 
BJ1xlldl:iaca patched up last year, and the year before, and the year 

before for as far ba ck as you c are to go • .And "this, ir1 a developmental 

aesse, ia a wasteing of na~ional resources and a key reason for our 
. ' 

still being unde r developed., We re ··,lly must ta.ckle this problem serioui 

I ex t , on the .African pcli tica l scene the death of Angolan Pre sident 

Agostinho Ne t o is a serious se ·t;b c k f or the overall Southern African 

s ·~ruggle., Angola is iri the fron tline of the s t ruggle against South 

J fric an r a cism; an c.i you ma.y r emember t h a. t j_ t was af t er the white 
military 

Sou t h African/inva sion of An gola in 1975, r:md the CIA-sponsored 

Holden Roberto's ct ttack from Zaire ., that Neto asked, and received 

mili:JtaFyhelp from Cuba. It was with this assistance tha t Ne tots 

f orces were a bl e to drive back the South .Africans, drive Roberto 
and backed 

ba ck irJto ZRire arJd defeat t he South-African armed/forces of Jonas 

Savimbi. Vith out the help of t he Cubans Ne to' s peo p1e just would not 

have been ahle to successfully fight t he war on three fronts. :Sy 

winrdng t ha t war the Souther n African geopolitical power picture was 
and in favour of the freedom struggles 

cheriged r adically a g a in s t t h e f orces of white r acism/in both South 

Africa. and Rhodesia. The curr ent London conference on Rhodesia as 

well a s de v elopmen t s on Namibia. were a ll pr o fo un dly influenced by 

Neto' s victory in Angola. And t his i s wby Cuba has been so passion-
and bitterly 

a tely/ denounce d fo r going to the help of An gola. Wilkli:out that help 

An gola would have been turne d into a puppet regime of South Africa, 

an d white South Africa anlli White Rho de sia woul d have be en that much 

more secureo But the enemies of Angola ar e still t h ere and they may 

well s e e t h e dea t h of Neto as an opportunity to try again. That is 

t he gr ea t d nccr. How t h e le a dership 1 ft behind by Agostinho Neto 

f aces up to that de.nger An d to the cha lle~i8B of na,tion-buildingis 
a ma tter of profound concern to Garvey's people everywhere. 

Good.nigh to 
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l) A Wet But Sa fe Weekend 
2} Tvv o Important Conferences : 7 q / a) Rhodesia /\ly b) On llus aian Troops 

EWS OOMMEN T.ARY 
For broa dcast on Mon day 
September 10, 1979, 6.lOpom 

in Cuba 

Good evening: It was a wet but rea sonably safe weekend for us here 

in cJamaica. The remain s of tro pica l s torm Frederick, like Hurricane 

David, gave us a very wi de berth in the end : f or which we ere all 

thankfulo Reports are tha t Frederi ck will ga in strength as itft enters 

the Gulf of Me xico, and tha t if that ha ppens, it could still do grave 

damage to the l andw border the Gulf. And on the electricity front 

t hings were r a ther better than we had any right to expect; there were 
our 

no power cuts F.tDd I understand/in soldiers gave a very welcome 

helping hand with that urgent w~lding job. So it would seem that 

all the nasty ones notwithstan ding some body up there is watching over 

us and protecting us from some of the wilder ravages of the elements. 

The important thihg is fo r us to do better a t helping ourselves if 

we expect t he Lord to go on helping us. An d tal king about helping our­

selve s , I t hought t he Pr ess Association of ,Tamaica ma de a very valid 

point in t hat part of its l atest sta temen t de a ling with the starving 

of Guyana ' s ' Mirror r newspaper of newsprint: the point was that when 

our own I Beacon• newspaper in Mon tego Bay ha d similar newsprint 

difficulties nobody came forward to of fer any he lp or any relief or 

any token gift of newsprint. The qu estion is : Why? Plea se don• t get 

me wrong, I am no t against the he l p t ha t i s be ing given to the 

' Mirror' newspaper : all I 8Jil a sking is why the 'Beacon ' did not 

qua lify for similar he lp? Wha t i s t he me a surihg rod? 'ha t the yardsticl 
al 

On wider regional and in tern a tion ,Ana tter s, the weekend a.lso saw the 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

ending of the very successful 6th Summit meeting of the Non-Aligned 

Movement. This time around Cuba was the main target for attack in 

t he massive orches trB. ted effort to disrupt, discredit, or in any other 
divide and 

way/weaken the movemento If you care to check back on the record of 

t he s e non-aligne d meetin g:, o·ver t he years you wi l l fin d t hat this is 

.how it has been at e ach Swum i t. And this is of course one of the main 

rea sons why the Third World is pressing so determine.dly for a new 

~n f ormation order w:hich would reduce a.nd, ultimately, put an end to 
Western news manipulaticm and 

the/ai:llll'.tx•~ s ervice monopolJ which makes possible the k ind of/u-
presented 

.c}11urkaa slanted an d distorte d reporting which/a&ll all the most serious 

problem s and concer ns of t he Third World e.s mere extensions of the 

power play between 1:"he United Sta tes an d t he Soviet Union: to them 
all 

we ar e/just pawns and ciphers i11 t heir big game; we are not people 

who judge,d and decide,d issues f or our selves and in our own interests. 

And this is the essence of t he :neo-colo11ia ldism of the We s tern media ; 
comes to really 

until the ·vest/understamd t hi s issue i t will rrnt really understand why 

it was singled out f or such specia l condemnation a t Havana, or why, 
all its 

despi te/aasista11ce, it is so di str usted by most of t he Third World. 

So t he charge abou t the 2,000-3,000 Soviet & ba t t r oops in Cuba was 

countered with : what about the 2,200 U.S. com·ba t troops who are a lso 
in their case 

s ta tioned i n Cuba, and/ against t he wishes of t he Cuban government? 

Wh a t about n a tion ~l s overeignty? The r ight to deci de who does or rloes 

not come in to your country? Increa singly , with each Non-Aligned Swnmi t 

the issues them-Selves, rather tha n doc tor·e:d or slanted reporting of 

t hem, will decide t h e crucial matter of trust between the Thir d World 

an d t he West. Ano ther aspect of this will come out in t he l a test 

Bonferenc!r ~ ,: hodesia which opened in London earlier today. The P trio 

tic Front does not trust the British en~ h to stop the fighting durin~ 
the talks; so the proposed new constituii~n is being negotiated by men 
who are still at war. Goodnig~t 
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l A Weekend of Power Cuts 
,.2 n Guba Ge l d We.r-Pe-litios? .. 

-- :3 - ~e4-a_,,.,.;:::ElEaJ:iru:~l1! f.o~ 3-on-f'e en ce 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For bro adcast on Friday 
September 7, 1979, 6ol0pom 

Good evening: Al.l the indica tions are that all of Jamaica is in for 

a weekend of power cutso The Jamaica Public Service Company''s 

maintenance workers at the Old Harbour plant, or the majority of them, 

are not back on the job, in spite of tu Wednesday's resumption 

order from the Industrial Disputes Tribunalo My information is that 

most of the 70-odd Old Harbour plant maintenance workers did in favt 

turn out this morning; but they were stopped at the gate of the work 
and threats 

place by the bad-mouthing/of a handful who were determined that there 
maintenance 

shall be no resumptiono And so only some ten/workers finally got in 

to the planto And this number is just not enough to do the work that 

needs to be done on the four boilers in order to bring any one of them 

into service. And my understanding is that one of the boilers could 

have been brought into service after just a few hour s of weldingo 

But one of t he problems is that no outside firm is going to send its 

welders into a place where there is industrial troubleo So, for 

this weekend, all four of the power generating units of the Old Hqrboux 

plant will be completely out of action; and for all practical 

purposes the Old Harbour power plant is shut down. Hhis is what 

some eight workers have been able to achieve by defying the order of 
by defying 

the Industrial 1ribunal,/the weak-kneed le adership of their unions·,. 

and by intimidating the majority of their fellow workerso And let me 

say straight out that t he one group I sympathise with most in this 

whole sorry mess are the majority of those maintenance workers who 
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turned out at the plant and who were then bullied into turning away 

again. It is all very well for the rest of us to talk about putting 

the public interest first and showing responsibilityo The fact is 
among the best workers 

that i ·t is something of a binding article of faith/in the labour 

movement t hat workers do not arose a picket lineo And the natural 

and logival assumption is tha t when picket lines are drawn they are 

drawn by order of the union calling the particular strikeo If the 

union or unions involved have not called a strike, or if, after 

having cal1ed it, they have called it off in order to f acilitate 

negotiations, it is the responsibility of those unions and their 

leaders to see t hat the picket lines are removed and the workers are 

ordered to resumeo Did the unions involved in the Old Harbour issue 

follow any of these correct procedc.res? As far as I have been able 

to find out they have noto '.I.'hey were not there to defend the workers 

they represent from the abuse of the minority; they were not there 

to lead them into the plant. If the union leaders had ~een there, 

if they had discharged their responsibility to both their members and 
there 

to the wider society, I am co.nvinced that/:t~• would have been a 

full resumpti on at Old He,rbour by now. The problem here, it seems to 

me, was a straight lack of courage and leadership on the part of those4 

union leaders involved. And this serves nobody's interests: not those 

of trade unioDism; not those of the majority of workers involved; not 

those of the society as a wholeo And so the nation fin ~ itself in 

the very preca~ious position thia weekend of having only half its 

normal electricity capacity. If the Hunts Bay plant ca.n continue at 

its present capacity then t he best we can hope for is to go on having 

the present three-hourly load-shedding. But if anything does go wrong 
at Hunts .Bay, if there is a ~ jor breakdo~ ,.ft1is nation will be 
plunged into ?rllf/<I1~~1~ a minor diepute, t the ..,:,Vogance of a handful 
of bullies an ~ l ~ck of courage of trade union leaderso Goodnight 
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l) Non-Aligned Conference at Mid-point 
2) Economic & Social Survey: Some Key Points 

NEWS COM EN TAf Y 
For bro dcast on Wednesday 
Sep t ember 5, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The on-Aligned Summit in Havana, 1s now halfway through 

its weeklong deliberations - and still there is no signaa of any 

roaring crack or thundering split in the movement. Castro has spoken, 

and Tito has spoken, and there were no flashes of verbal and ideologica 

thunder and lightning. What came through instead, for me at least, 

was the contrast in style and mood and expectation between the old 

revolutionary and the young: the old one was a tired old titan who 

had fought long and hard and who had gone just about as far as he 

can. Now it was time to hand over to younger hands and there was 

anxiety to ensure that the younger ones do not betray the trust; and 

so there was the reminder of where the movement had come from and a 

quiet appealing statement of how the •i• very t .ired old ti tan would 

like to see it proceed. But the old dialectician knows, b•tter than 
decide or 

mos~, that no one generation of men have any right to/define for 

another generation of men how they should see their world or how 

they should conduct their struggles and their relations with each 

other and with their world. This is something each generation decides 

for itself; and Tito knows it. The most that any old~generation can 

hope for and strive for is to carry out its t asks so well that the 

succeeding generation will want to and will be able to build on it, 

adapting and adjusting it to the needs of the new times ·and the new 

generation. And it seems to me, and Tito's quiet low-key speech 

confirms me in this view, that the most important non-hard-news 

event of this conference is this overall transter of the leadership 

and, thereforeof the shaping of the future of the Non-Aligned Move-
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men t from one genera, tion to the next, from the old to the new. And 

I think it is because the enemies of the Non-Aligned Movement knew 
one 

t hat their/n:iJ: big hope' of successfully discrediting the non-aligned 

movement or of bringing it into doubt and disrepute, was to try and 

cause some sort of breach between the one gener tion and the other; 

to, if you like• break the succession and therefore the continuity and 
thus bebg able to say 
)J~xn~:o:g it is no longer the same movement bec~use it he.a been 

captured by the communists. And one of the ironies of this effort is: 

how do you explain away the fact that Tito and Castro are both 

communists, in precisely the same way that the Soviet end Chinese 

Governments are both communist governments? Tito's communism did not 

prevent him being non-aligned - with a markedly an ti-Soviet tilt. Why 

should anybody' s pro-Soviet or pro-Chinese or pro-American tilt aaae 
them any l ess non-aligned? And let us repeat again and again that 

non-alignment is by definition concerned with the self-interest of 
rights and indepedence 

the non-aligned: those who help and support us and respect our/~.au~±• 
to , 

are our friends. Those who try to carry us down and/manipulate us end 

to exploit us, are not. This is what the new genera tion of non-aligned 

leaders will carry forward from H vana in a woild which is r adically 

different f#om the one in which ll'ahru, Nassar, Nkrumah and Tito foun de 

t he movement. And finally and briefly, a few figures out ff the just 

released Economic an d Social Survey for 1978 to illustrate what Mr . 

Manley was talking about when he told the H vana Sum.mi t yesterday 

that the "current disarray in the gloilal economic system is a mani­

festatio:i of the crisis in De capitalist economic system". For 

every $100· -that Jamaica earns from 1 ts exports of goods and services 

S5.l% which is a little more than $25/~8is0 fnigerie~~9~ng the cost 

of our foreign debts. This is what you call the 'debt trap•= and 
nearly all Third world countries, as well as some bigger ones, are in 
... ...L l'!t. - ~ .:l-.1: __ ,_., 
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1) Hurricane David Spares J amaica 
2) Conferences & Observations 
3) Who Administers Justice? 

NEWS OOMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
Septe~ber 3, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: All J amaica must be relieved that Hurricane David 

passed us by; and our concern and compassion and help must go out 

to those who were less fortunate. Some reports would suggest that 

by the time· the final count of the death and destruction caused by 

Hurricane David is completed t he death-toll could stand somewhere 

near 1,000, and the destruction to agriculture and pro)lerty is 

likely to run into the hundreds of millions of dollarso We have 

had a cha.nee to get some idea of the havoc caused in tiny Dominica; 

but the shock reports of over 600 peo ple being kill•d in the 

Dominican Republic is mind-bogglingo This is the kind of death-toll 
t erms of 

you think about in/a fierce one-day eDcounter between relatively 

evenly matched military forces. For a storm to do this kind of 

killing in a few hours it has to be truly terribleo And it is with 

a mixture of relief and concern for other likely victims that we 
moves out of' the Caribbean 

listen while Hurricane David/maanxx%aax£xlllln and, we hope, out 

of existenceo Looking back on last Friday's preparations against the 

likelihood of the storm getting closer to Jamaica than it eventually 

did, two points of concern struck meo The first was how very difficu 

it was to r each most of the top officials and bureaucrats from whom 

the fommunity had a right to expect information and guidance. Fer 

too many of t he se officials were in seminars or meetings which could 

not be interrupted, at a time when they should have 'been most 

accessible to the public in general and to the media. The great and 
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honourable exception was the Ministry of National Security, and 

where the Minister himself was one of the most easily reached 

people. Lest ·we forget let us repeat that the first business of 

good government is to be attentive and responsive to the needs and 

concerns of the people. And the second point of concern was that 
late 

it was ft Friday afternoon *hen it still seemed possible that David 

might sideswipe us. And late Friday afternoon, as you know, is the 
weekend 

last time you can do/shopping in mo s t hardwe.re placf3s. You cannot 

get nails and laltb:nss and bee.rd on a Sa turday morning. And yet 

l a te on Friday after noon t here wee no hint t hat it might be urgent 

to lay in stock these items where neededo We were lucky and David 

veered away: but it is dangerous to push our luck. Perhaps that is 

what ha ppene d in the DomiJJican Republic •. We must be better prepared 

by those whose responsibility it is: and seminars and meetings which · 

cannot be disturbed are not necessarily the best way at all times to 

look after the interests of the peopleo So do better next time, please 

And one of the points of relief is that Hurricane David did nothing 
w:k:tu 

Summit !R,lff~8n to disrup:t or disloccite this week's Non-A.ligned 
which 

/you will hear a great more during the course of· this weeko I think 

the wishful predictions of the collaspe of non-alignment are prematurE 
British 

And I think, too, that the predictions that the/T.U.C. conference 

which opened in Blackpool earlier today, will seek to conf'ron t Mrs. 
Tory 

Th.a tnher' s/ government, a.re :f'aaile. British Labour's plan is to allow 

the tories to fail all by themselves so that they, and not the Bri tisl:. 

labour movement, will have to take the blame when the British economy 

seaks deeper into trouble in the not too distant future. And here at 
J}olice 

home that reportedly wide-ra,nging speech of the Commissioner of JBpa•:el 
raises the very important question: Do the police administer juBtice~ 
or do our Courts?o This is a critical question if the rule of law 
is to continue to prevail in Jamaica. Goodnight. 
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1) Preparing for Hurricane David 
2) How Not to Sell J amaica Short 

NEWS COMMEN ·TARX 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 31, 1979,, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: 
That terrible brute of a storm, Hurricane David, is now in our part 

of the Caribbean and this coming weekend looks like at the very 
, very 

least being a/wet one for us. There is, of course, the remote 

possibiiity of some dramatic change .::. i t could, for instance, break 

up o~ be greatly weakened if it crossed the mountain.~ of Hispaniola, 
Or hover back and forth to theeorth of us, . 

or it could turn north through the Windward Passage1/whi:ch, you may , 
for two oi three days in October 1963. 

remember is what HurricBlle Flora did/x••caixxa~uxaxu%•axx••x•x•a~ 

But while we must hope a11d pray f or some such dramatic change to 

minimise the threat and danger to Jamaica, we must also make all 

the preparations we OBll in case there is no such dramatic change. 

You know the old saying that the Lord help~thoae who help themselves. 

Both of this morning's new• papers set out very clearly the safsty 

meflsures and precautions that we should all take to ensure the least 'i 
possible damage and loss if this hurricane should come at or near ' 

us. So please check those lists of precautions very carefully and 

then make th preparations they suggest, e~d, above all, observe 
I sincerely hope I am wrong,. but 

those safety rules they set outo/ illnt:.txi:axa.txiill&Jixi:i:uxsaaaa 

even if David were to pass 100 miles from us I do not see how we 

can avoid being hit by gale force winds and very heav; raino So 
a disaster 

please be prepared. It is better to be prepared for/am:ma~k:m:g that 

dones not happen than to be unprepared and to be hit by disaster. 

And it is at times like these, 

to remind ourselves of some of 

when danger threatens, that we need 
~ vfrt&es. 

the great strengths L and f inner 
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some among us 
reserves of the Jamaican people. The way/-.. sometimes carry on, 

gain or 
usually for partisan political gain or to/retain financial and 

economic control, you would not believe that most Jamaicans are 

decer1t and upright and honourable people .. The fact is that they 
just truths 

are. So let us list/a few simple self-evident/~JmD which do not 

make the headline s or even the . mic!dle ''filler• stories. The over­

whelming ma jority of J amaicans are honest: they do not steal from 

each other or from tho se who employ them. The offl!•helming majority 
' 

of Jamaicans are peaeeful: they do no t mui:der or maim or rape and 1 
. 

rob each other. The overnhelming majority of Jamaicans are law­

abiding which is why you have hundreds of villages up arl down this 

country where the peace is kept and differences and disagreements 

are settled without bloodletting even though there are no police 

V . ,~ ~ 

-~i 

i 
stations within m-iles. The overwhelming majority of J amaicans live · i 

, l 

in harmony -with t heir neighbours and give a helping hand to each · 1 

other in times of trouble and misfortune. I could go on and Ol'.l with 

this sort of list, and so could you if you set your mind to it. And 
it is because of these truths, which 
.ua:xm:fxttaxm~~:.to:JiX11a~axmxnnu we all really know,that the 

over"Vhelm.ing majdlri ty of Jamaicans cP..n stand up to disaster and · 

survive. A really weak and worthless people, a people who ere all 

either fools or dupes or rogues or thieves would break and fall 

a.part in the face of disaster. And this is now how it is with the 

overwhelming majority of Jamaicans; and you know it and I know it. 
~ done 

What some , cxr us have done, and/very stridently in the recent past, 
r both to us and the wider world 

has been to hold up and to project/the very small minority of ugly 

and nasty and worthless people in this society as though they were 

representative of all J amaica and. all J amaicans. This is part of 
what is known as psychological warfare to undermine self-confidence. 
Well, the overwhelming majoritY. of JaJ11aicans have every reason to be 
self-confident• They are a good and decen~ and hono~raba peopleo 

~oodnight. 

i l 
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The Non-Aligned Movement : 
A Perspective 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
August 29, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening : First reports have started coming in from the Non­

Aligned Conference which is now gathering momentum in Havana, Cuba. 

And, predictably, these reports tend to dwell on the differences, 
on 

actual and po tential,an d/the likely clashes and explosions which 

are expected to take place. And, if you go by the Western •n• 
news agency 

reports, and especially the/wire rep0rts, then the most important 

clash of all is likely to be between forces led by Yugoslavia's 
pro-Soviet 

President Tito who will resist a/take-over bid of t he movement led 

by Cuba's President Castro. This, with respect, is to rather 

trivialise an important movement and some of the very important matter' 

its representatives will try to grapple with at their meetingso So it 

might be useful for us to try and see the Non-Aligned Movement in 
cau~ht up or 

perspective so as not to get too/confused by some of the attempts to 
make 

/~ai. us to see it in the narrow 'cold war' terms of Western interestsi 

set against Soviet inter ests and vice-versa. The cold fact is that 

the Non-Aligned Movement is by its very nature a repudiatio11 of the 

notion t ha t all the rest of the world is there for the sole purpose 

of being the running-dog or the lick-spittle or the satellite of 

this $r that great power, or this or that great power grouping. Just 

consider its founding fathers: Jawaharlal Nehru, the great social 

democrat; Gamal Nasser, the great Islamic socialist; Kwame Nkrumah, 

the great Pan-African; and Josip Broz Tito the great and independent 

communisto 1be ideological diversity was there from the very start 

of the movement way back in September of 1961. Each of these four 
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men saw their world from the perspectives shaped by their experienceE 

and the needs of their societies in their times. Central to Tito's 

perspective ·was his, at the time daring, defiance of Joseph Stalin's 

ine:tilsaBDee on casting all communists and communist parties in a 

mould decreed by the Soviet Union; Nehru 's perspective was fashioned 

by the needs and struggles of the Indian sub-continent under the 

British Raj; Nkrumah's by a passionate Pan-African Garveyism; and 

Nasser's by an equally passionate Pan-Arabismo And being strong men 

each wanted the movement they founded to see the world through his 

perspectiveo An d non-alignment was not, for any one of themp the 
and j. ts allies 

so-called even-handed balance as between the Soviet Union/and the 
and its allies 

United States/that some latter-day propagandists would have us believe. 

The non-aligned movement, mon-aligmmen t, was always partisan 011 

behalf of its own interests, as those inter ests were seemo Amd of 
are 

course there were always differences in how thos e inter ests were an d/ 

seen. For instance, in South- East Asia countries like Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines tend to ti1 t their non-align-
the West and 

ment toward/capitalism, par~y because of t heir de pndence on the 

multinationals; others tilt toward the Smviet Union or China. 1bis is 

how it has always beeno And one of the big points about the non­

aligned movement is that no great power, East or West, -has any direct 

say in its deliberation so They all try to influence, of course, but 

from outsideo An d the other big point about the non-aligned movement 
. any 

is that nobody has/veto power; not even the surviving f ounding 

father• So when you hear and ' read some of the more startling reports 
most of . 

out of Havana try to remember that this is how/the western pr ess in 

particular ha s always reported non-aligned meetings. And above all 

remember that no matter in what direction who tilts at any given 

moment the basic moncerns of the movement are with it o_wn ~n terests, 
the inte. rests.£-~~ peo:ple• not those of ei ther~ s1u ~ China 
or Europe or ~ ri ea. ~~'ttoodnig~t. 
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l) Those N.AaASO Speeches : Publish Th.em 
2) The Poli tics of Accoun ta·bili t __ 

4::) ·:;;;;stti"~~~ ~~al:~e ~ 1!mfce 

NEWS CO? aiIENTARY 
For bro a dcast on Mon da y 
August 27, 1979, 6.l0p.m 

Good evening: F.rom a ll accounts I have received the highpoint of 

t t.e news here a t home over t h is pest we e:..kend was t.rw frank and 

h onest t a l k ing- out of some of our key political proble~a by t~e 

Frime Minister an d t h e: Secre tary of the Jamaica Labour Party at 

th.:.. t 't:lanque t in Ochos Rios of the .American- ba.sed Na. tiona l .Association 

of Jp,maican a n d Su pportive Organisa tions. So far we have only had 

brief s ummarie s of what was s a id. Eut even these suggest t hat much 

o f wha t was ea.i d wen t be yon d tf.l.e routine :party poli ti.cal postures 

of which so msny of ue are so tired. If this is so then it might 

be a. useful public service for either or both of our newspapers or 
M, 

t he API to pu.blishe-ct the full texts of the speeches and the resolutic 

s whi ch were pa ssed. I think most of us would want to :c ead for our­

selve s an d judge f or ourse lve s t he relative merits of what was said. 
and decide 

1'here are time s when it is important f er people to judge/for them-
e n tire a 

s elve s on t he ba sis of t.he/c ontents of/i:kltXK:&m:i:11 ma tter instead of 

having t h e.t ~ ma tter .ftl%1t:XKK s ifted an.d filtered an d rear:ra11ged for 

them by someone else who may or ma y not bring his or her own biases 
and how and 

an d pre j u dices t o bear on what is pre sen ted an d/ wha t is left out. 

From a ll I bee.r d of what was s a id at Och oa Rios an d in the interest 
t h e screaming an d s houting of 

of putting a damper . on/some of t he more violent :politic a l partisans, 

t his mi!ht b e a go od c ase f or unedited publice tion.. An d , still 

telk ing about 

a s pec ·t of the 

need to t hink 

the s ifting an d filtering of t bings, there is one 
and Elec t oral i~seems to 

pre sen t Constitutiona l/reform proposa ls w'hich/we 

a little more about than we now seem to do : end 

me 

that 
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i s the question: "Does this proposal enlarge or reduce the ultimate 

power of control of the people over whoever has to ce:rry out thj.s 

particular thing? " th erever that power of the :people is enlarged 

den10cra cy is enlarge d; wherever it is reduced. democracy is reduced. 

I have alr eady told you that a.ny executive president w i<: is ch o Ren 

directly by t :he p<rnple is bound to "he more sensi.tive to the wishes 

of -t;he pe ople t haz1 one who i s chosen by Pe,r:iBn1er1 t or b~- some 
directly 

electoral co l lege; i11 the f irst c e.se he will depend/on t he peoJle for 

hie 1 ower; in the sec one~ case it will be more j_rnporten t for him to 

pleese or a.ppe A.se s ome pe,rliamen t or electoral c0llege. So please 
put 

1)e on guard ags.i.n st any pror•osel wh::!.ch would/some fil tejing special 

&rr oup bet:ween you a.nd those who ere supposed to exercise power on 

your b.ehF.tlf.. I am frankly aga inst the giving of any kind of serious 

cons ti tu ti-o:n a.lly eN.trenched and un-challengaable power to anybody 

who i s not accountable to tne J amaican people by way of the electoral 

process. I think we do not even want to give Parliament that power, 

for a day may come when o. wi cked P::i.rli amen t may ·1mnt to pe<petuate 

its elf in power . An d ·t;he. people must always have the _ ower to say no 

to t ha t .; Or to s ay no to any ce:&fioniaJ. 
( 

or execu tive Pr e sident who 

may ·vr:;.nt to veto something whi ch may be in the na.tiona.l interest but 

not tb the liking o:f som e power -f u l spec5.a.l interest group. So please 
out th.at no who are not 

wa tch/m:u..txfixxa:.11;J s pecia l filtering group s/:mm::br~xJuetxit~ accountable 

to you., either directly or throu gh yov.r el~eted repreeenatives, are 

given s weeping constitutional powerso We are not dealing with, 

per son a.lit1es and their integrity; we are not even dealing with just 

whA t t he political :rn,r tie s ere ee.,:,eed on G We are des.ling with the 

guidebook to t h e continuing fr·eedom, arJd the enlarging and protecting 

of the freedom of all the J amaican people 

as we can see in our limited and fallible 
the people must have the power to correct 

for as far into the f'u ture 

human judgement. Which is 
any mistake they make. 

Goodnight 
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l) The J PS Dispute : 12 Heroes 
2) The Sanctity & Inviolability of Human Life 
3) Do Pedestrians Animals Have Road Rights? 

NE' S COMl1 NTARY 
For broa dcast on Friday 
August 24, 1979, 6 . lOp.m 

Good evening : The only rea son why we did not have massive electrica l 

power cuts on Tuesday was bee u e twelve men de&ided to keep the one 

unit still. in service going at Old H rbour; and the only reason why 

we did not have massive power cuts or a shutdown on Wednesday or 

yesterday or earlier today was because these same twelve men had 

kept that one genera.tor going. And it is because these twelve men 
considerable 

h ve been at the job for up to ·· 36 hours aud more, in the face of/ 

strains and pre sure s, that we h ve so far had the light and power 

to keep our manufacturing an d business activity and home appliances 

going without too much dial oca tion. I think it is important for us 

to pau.se an d t hink about t his fact . e are very good when it comes 

to finding f ult; and we do not hesti tate to point the finger of 
some of us' especially) 

blame or to denounce; and•• are/quick to/deplore the selfishness 

and indiscipline of J a a ican workers . Let us now be just as quick 

to recognise an d pay tribute to service which put the public interest 

first . Vi ithout going i nto the rights and wrongs of an issue n which 

the laid down concili ation processes hed not yet been exhausted, and 

in which strike action was therefore not yet called for , I think 

Jamaica should salute the high social responsi 'bili ty of those 

twelve worker s who ke pt the Ol d Harbour power going; I think we 

should prise them and thank them very arml y . And let us hope the 

other workers learn from their example . 

Next , murder , cold-blooded and bru t al murder , f or whatever reason, 
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is always ugly and distressing and deeply damaging to the moral 

and spiritual health of the society. Any society in which the life 
, any citizen, 

of a citizen/can be snuffed out with the premeditated casualness 
iA'I ¾tS'°I\ of i Ki 11 ii15s 

which seems to have been t he casel yesterday~needs , I think, to 

examine itself very critic ally. It seems to me that every member of 

this society needs to as· himself or heraelf: Do I, 1ie we, as a socie~ 
I 

really believe in the sanctity and in the inviolability of all human 

life? And if the answer is •yes•, then how do we express that 

belief? Do we put the same value on the life of some nameless Ghettoe 

you th, or some lumpen unemployable'? As we do on the life of some 
_ . -, and dangerous 

highly respec ted and socially useful citizen? The reallj dread/thing 

is that if the nameless ghetto youth and the lumpen unemployable 

believe, or are led to believe, that the .society places e. lower 
it does --value on their lives than/on the lives of the so-called top rankin, 

the 
then the act of/reducing of the value placed on the lives of the top 

If my life is worthless then all life is worthless. 
rankin becomes a tragic assertion of equal humani ty . /And in that 

context the taking of life becomes cheap and eaeual. How we as a 

s ociety deal with this one is going to require very much more than 

just tough repress ive measures . Somehow we are going to have to 

rediscover and re-educate ourselves to the sanctity and inviolability 

of all human l ife , not just some . And fin a lly a question provoked by 

what seems a tendency to cast pedestrians and animals in the role of 

villains. J cmaica is the on ly place I know where a ' pedestrian 

collides with a car or truck ' ; everywhere else cars or trucks kncok 

_down pedestrians; or where animals a.re blamed when speeding motorists 

hit them. The question is: do pedestrians, especially chi ldren and 

old eople, have any rights at all on our roads? And what of the 

.poor animals, the so-ct=illed , dumb things'? Is this part of our 
present confusion about the sanctity of life? Goodnight. 
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1) J a aican Poli tics : Lull before the Storm? 
2) A New F ctor in the Middle Eest Power Game 
3) The Drawback of Anonjmi ty 

NEWS CO ENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
August 22 , 1979 , 6. lOp. m 

Good evening: There is a sudden rather strange and uneasy calm on 

the J amaican political scene . It is a little bit l ike a boxing match 
.knocking out 

in which the ch llenger has punched hims e l f out without/ uanxq 
the champion and is now waiting a little anxiousl y for the counter­

attack. Those who have been doing a l l the verbal punching and 

pushing and shoving seem suddenly on the defensive , ready to cry 

foul , nd protesting that fighting is not reall y a good or patriotic 

thing after all. It is an interesting spectatcle to watch . The 

question is: Does it mean that the wilder among the more fanatic of 
pol itical 

our partisan/activists have finally come to their senses and are 

no '.-v going to give J amaica a chance to get on with the hard job of 

producing for survival ? Or is it just a tactical retreat to reeroup 

and get ready for the next round of attack? My own guess , and I woul d 

very much like to be proved wron.g, is that it is just a t actical 

retreat. Still using the boxing simil e: when a boxer has been t hrowin 

his punches wi th little or no retal iation , there is a tendency to 
his 

get careless and co~y and to show-off and to drop/~ma guard. If 

he is then staggered and al.most floored by a couple of jolting l eft 

hooks to the stomach he will panic and cover up and retreat and cry 

l ow blow. I think we are seeing something like this going on right 
calm 

now. And I think that if this uneasy/is sh ttered by a new and 

in t ensified round of party pol i t ical cut-and-thrust then those who 

are good at l icking had better be just as good at taking their l icks . 
e. 

The indications are that :tbom here on we are not · to see one sid going ,/ 
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doing all the licking while .the other side does all the taking. 

And hitting out and then bawling 'foul' when somebody hi ts back is 

a rather cheap way of seeking special treatment. And freedom of 

expression, which includes freedom of political debate, discussion 

and the exchange of invective, is not the special preserve of any 
any one any one 

one single group or/party or/class or medium. We are either all 
a fraud. 

entitled to it or it is/meaninglessj And it is this knowledge that 

those in the public domain whom we attack have the right to attack 

back which should ensure that when we do attack it is on solid and 

responsible grounds. And the freedom to express our views and our 

opinions id, of course, one of the key ways in which we try,~• as 
individuals, 
ill1buaa or political parties, or special interest groups, to 

most 
influence the thinking of our fellow citizens. And/often who says 

a thing is almost as important as what is said. If we know a person 

to be a liar or the twister of facts to suit some special interest 

then we put a cer t ain weight on anything that person says. If we 

know a person to be honest and straightforward then we put a certain 

weight oh any~ing that person says. If we know a personto be 

especially knowledgaable on a certain matter then we pu a certain 
on that matter. 

weight on what that person saysj But when we do not know who is 

supposed to be saying something the tendency is to question the point 
purpose 

and/Jax•- of what is being said and to question why that person hides 

his or her identity. This is the main drawback to the whole business 

of anonymity and the difficulty wijhi anonymous brains. And finally . 
-u.s. 

and briefly, the iddle East politics of Arab-Israeli/relations has 

ta.ken a dramatic new twist with the leaders of America• s moughly 

25-million blacks siding with the Andrew Young position that like the 
Jews the P lestinians also h ve right to exist and to be consulted 

in the de~ermining of their future• So now the black vote joins oil 
as a crucial factors in U.S. Mi ddle East politics. Goodnight. 
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Electoral Reform: ~ho Elects? 
Who Stands for Election? 

NEWS COMMENT.ARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
.ugust 20, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Prime Minister Manley yesterday told a political 

audience that he expects the talks between the Government and the 

Opposition on Constitutional reform to lead to a national concensus 

so th j when a referendum on the matter is held next year both parties 

will ask their supporters to vote yes. '.lhis is a good thing. The one 

point of concern is that by the time both of our .two major parties 

have agreed on the reform package and are ready to present it to us 
further 

for discussion, it may be too late for any important/changes to be 

augg-ested. It seems to me important that we should all do everything 

we can to avoid this: and one way is for all of us to start from 

now talking about the changes prople at the grassroots want to see 
radio 

in any new consti tution. So please use the/call-illll programmes and 

the letters-to-the-editor columns to say what you want to h ve added tc 

or subtracted from the present Cons ti tut.i on or what you want changed. 

For myself I am not at all happy about those sectfons of the present 

Constitution dealing with who is entitled to be an elector, and there­

fore to be elected to Jamaica ' s Parliament. The basic requirement 

right now is that a persom must be a citizen of Jamaiaa resident in 

Jamaica at the da te of registration; or a 6ommonwealth citizen residen1 

in Jamaica at the date of registration and who has been so resident 

for at least a year before the date of registration. There are of 

course the other stipulations like the person must not be insane, a 

bankrupt and so forth. And I personally see nothing wrong with this 

as a condition for voting in Jamaican elections. But I do see a great 
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basic 
deal to be questioned in having these same/qualifications for 

people 11ho want to stand for elections. Under the present set-up 

it is possible for somebody who holds both Jamaican and British 

ei tizenship, or Jamaican and Canadian citizenship or Jamaican and 

a form of American citizenship, to be elected to our P rliamen t. 

And , as you know, anybody who is elected to the Jamaican Parliament 

can ,, technically, become Jamaica's Prime Minister. And so it is 

possible for us to have a Jamaican Prime Minister who is a British 

citizen or a Canadian citizen or who is a holder of an American Green 

Card. And such a person, at the very least, is likely to be 

ambivalent when any really tough choice or issue comes up. In any 

case, it makes nonsense of our talk of national sovereignty to have 

as elected r~presentatives people with split nationalities and 

loyalties, and with one suitcase always ready and packed for a quick 

. getaway if things go wrong. So I, for one, would like to see that 

those who offer themseives for election to be our national leaders 
. ~ be required t o express their commtiment to Jamaica and their confiden~ 

in J Amaica by not having orb¥ renouncing dual citizenship or dual 
whenever they decide to stand 

residence/JE1xai0Kbtg for elective office. 1his would not take away 

a single right of the ordinary Jamaican voter; it would simply impose 

a reasonable responsibility on those who want to exercise political 

power . And this is the way to begin to put an end to the political 
the a aked power-hungry and/ )oya1ty interests 

adventurism of/those whose first/11mm:tiamd. is to/ds$aar than the 

iHu Jamaican national interest. It is really very simple: if you 
i1okhe,aL Jamaica 

want to exercise [power in/and on behalf of J amaicans, cut-off your 

other interests; i f those interests are more important then do not 

seeKpoli ti cal power .. ~n JA~~ica. . ~ think this piece of electoral an d 
,,;-~«re.~ ~se, tt 

Constitutional reform Lgoes to the heart of who exercises power and 

and in whose interest. Goodnight. 
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92nd Anniversary of Garvey's Birth : 
Garvey's People Embattled 

NEWS OOMMEN TAR Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 17, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Today, August 17th, marks an important date - and 

one which will grow in importance with time - in the history of 

J amaicao For this is the date on which Marcus Garvey was born 92 

years ago right here in J amaica. And the mass rally which takes 

place at the Mico College in less than an hour from now, and at 

which t he Prime Minister is to report on the Commonwealth Conference, 

is to commemorate t he anniversary of the birth of Marcus Garvey and 

to pay homage to t he work of this first of Jamaica• s Natione.l Heroes. 

So, looking back over the years between Garvey's birth and Ge.rvey' s 

death, and t o the years between, and the years after, we ask the 
-1-\~ 

que stion : How~ Garvey's people fared? What have they achieved, 

what have t hey f ailed t o achieve? On the political front Garvey's 

people have achieved mucho When he began his work more than fifty 

years ago the only two independent states on the African Cont:tnent 

were Egypt and Ethiopia : and at t hat time both denied being black 

nations. There was Liberia, too ., which was nominally an independent 

state; but ·she was really an economic colony of ~ne Firestone companyo 

~illaaxtlUDI Today all of Africa, except for its southern tip, is 

independen t and in the political control of the blacks, Garvey's 

people. And to day Ethiopia,i and Egypt and Liberia are proud to 

identify t h emselves a s part of t he Orggnisa tion of African Unity. 

nd at the he a d of most of these black African states are people 

who were strongly influenced by the teachings and by thef xemple of 

struggle and sacrfffoe of Marcus Garvey. And in the Caribbean too, 
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the trumm~tmDn from colonial status to political independence is 

almost complete. And here, too, the Garvey influence played a major 
part. 
».uxflli. So, politically Garvey's people have done very well over 

these pest fifty odd years. They have done in a comparatively short 
historical time span 
tma/what it took Europe a century or more to do. Not because they 

historic 
are s pecial or unique but because we are into a/period when the 

processes ·of change are being accelerated and telescoped. And I think 

we can •xpect this telescoping of change to be accekfa ted even more 

between now and the year 20000 So the managing and the directing of 

that speeded-up process of change is going to become even more crucial 

in the days ahead, because the k,ey issue, this time, is not who will 

control political powe~ but who will control economic power. Already 
have 

some major battles in this new ec_onomic conflict/ua been e:mgaged. 
oil priee 

The energy crisis and the OPEC/pressures is one manifestation of this 

ecomomic power struggle at a crucial global level. And one question 

behind it is whether one-fifth or one-sixth of the world's population 

is entitled, as of right, to consume three-quarter's of the world's 

energy; while four-fifths of mankind must be satisfied with just one 

quarter. And when you view it at the local level it is the same 

question of whether all or most of the available goodies whether in 
serve the interests of 

energy or foreign eschange DD special concessions should go to/a small 
the interests 

minority or/of the wider community. And who makes, and who ~nforces 

t hese decisions, is what the new struggle for economic control is 

all about. If Garvey's people understand this, they wilijundersta.md 

why some of their political leaders are being subjected to the ugly 

abusive nastiness they now get from certain quarters; and they will 

understand why people like Dr. Hedley Brown, the Trade Administrator, 

is being sneered at, maligned, abused and jeered at in hopes of 

undermining therr confidence and driving them from ~ffice. They did 
it to Garvey too It is all part of Garvey's people~ str~gg~e, h • , .. nn n nin 
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Energy & the Economics of Survi val 

1: EHS cotrnEN 1.[IAH y 
Ro r bro:;dcast on Wednesday 
August 15, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: There are those among us who, f or rea sons of their 

own, would have us believe that nowhere else in the world are 

things as bad as t hey ere in Jamaica. 'rhese are the ones who are for­

ever selling Jamaica short; who are forever trying to undermine 

J ema.ican self-confidence; who are forever trying to promote the 
notion 

neo-coloni8list/1ntilmmk that the only way out of our difficulties and 

the only hope for any sort of decen t future is by being somebody else' 

dependant satellite. :But every now and then some piece of hard 

i nformati on pops up which dramatically gives the lie to this brand of 

propaganda. For instan ce, it has come out recen~ly that even under 

our present hArdships the quality of life in Jam~ica is better thrut 

in most other 'l'hird World countries and even compares favourably with 

some metropoli t A.n countries. Some of you may recall Prime Minister 
recent 

• ~nley in his/Budge t s peech q_uoting from a forld Br:mk Survey which 

made precisely this point. nd the orld Bank, let us remember, is 

no propaganda arm of either the government of Jamaica or the People' s 

Na tional Party. And the World Bank figures tell us that with all its 

problems J·emaica is still very much better off than most other :third 

World countries. To s ay this, and to know this, is not to make light 

of our problems or to try and excuse our failures, it is simply to 

try and see ourselves And our problems in ba lanced perspective; to 

see things as t hey really are rather than as t he propagandists of 

one side or the other try to con us in to seeing them. And, you know, 

when you know how things really are , and when you know that the main 

reason for things being as they are, is not because of some wickedness 
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or lack of judgement or inability to choose wisely on your part, 

it does make a difference: it makes a difference to the way you look 

at your problems,· the way you understand them, and the spirit in whicl: 

you handle them~ And, most important of all, it helps you to get rid 

of tha.t self-doubt and self-contempt which are the two most crippling 

enemies of true self-reliance and true independence. And these, right 
true self-reliance 

now ,/axKxnaxxit:i: and a true spirit of independence, are the two 

qualities we need almost more than any foreign loans. I am sure you 

have heard it said , and it is generally accepted by her friends and 

foes alike, that Israel is perhaps the most efficient, hard-working 

and best run of the smaller sta tes in the world. You also know that 

israel is getting American government aid on a scale no single other 
now 

country/gets. And then there is the economic assistance Israel 
And she is only now in process of giving 

receives from world Jewry./ Wallµumllngxnxi:aa.tx•••kiaxiaaaaxa:fbac 
the Sinai oilwells which she 
.xma.xm:agasncaxxaxaai:Dtawxua seized from Egypt and which she has been 

pumping for her own benefit all this time. Well, according to last 

week's time Magazine, this same Israel is now in jhe grips of an 80% 

inflation rate which they say is likely to go up to over 100% by the 

end of this year; Israel, t hey sa.y, has a balance of payments deficit 

of nearly 4,660-million, and her totaJ. foreign debt now stands at 

$13,000-million. And there are many other countries, big and small, 
that 

with roughly similar economic indicators. The point is/••.t t here is no 

need for us to make our very real problems more difficult by spreading 

crippling self-doubt. The tasks ahead are going to be hard enough with­

out that, no matter who governs. And, no ma tter who governs, the way 

out of this economic crisis both for us and !or the wider world, is 

going to be long and pa.inful a.lid will transform our world. The real 

question, the real political issue of the time, is in whose interest 
that long struggle will be waged and who will be the main eeaaficiarie l 
of .t~at trassformed world. It is at this point that domestic &forei 

politics and economics all meet, and all touch our lives. Goodnight. ©'l 
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l) Electoral & Constitution Reform: 
Systems & People 

2) School Uniforms 
3) Notes on International Scene 

1 EWS COM . ENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
.August 1.3 , 1979, 6 . lOp. m 

Good evening: We start the week's coL:1men ts with a quick look back 

at one or two of the high points of last week ' s passage of t ne 

Interim Electoral Reform Act by the J ~maican P rliamenat. Fi rst there 

w1:1s t he harmoniouB spirit of the debate and the apparent goodwill f rom 

a ll sides . Su ddenly , these people a ll beh ved like J 2maicans who 
~?-

put Jamaica ' s interests first ~ some of these were the same 
wti SvL~~ 

people who Lha d threatened war an d confrontation and all sor ts of 

eru tions of t he society. Question: wfere t ey being sincer e now , 

in t heir show of goodwill and . harmony , or ~.'":hen they were thre a tening · 

fire and brimstone? It is almost impo s sibl e to answer this sort of 

que s •tion : but it is importan t to ask it , and to think about it. And 

then there i s the t hought that if these leaders can work as peace f ully 

a.nd harmoniously with each other , · Call cra ck a joke with each o t her 

and take a drink with each other , why should not their followers do 

t he same . You do not hear or r ,, ad of the lea ders mashing each other 

u p or shooting e a ch other up; so why should t he followers do i t. 

And when you think of the subst nee of what they have agreed on it 

does l ook like an improvement on t he pre: sen ·~ system. But it is n o t 

foo l proof becAuse there is nothing devi~ed by man that man cannot 

manipulate . 00 I think it would be a mistake fo r the electorate of 
~ cV 

this country to Lbe led into t hinking that we now have a per f ect aystem 
, no matter how good, 

which crmnot be corrup t ed: all systems/can be cor rupted ; and the best 

way to safeguard against corr uption is t o devi se as good a system as 

you can and f or the people t hem sel ve s t hen t o act a s the guardians 
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and protectors of that system. I think that the ultimate respo:nsibilit 

for the protecting of the integrity of a good electoral system must 

aha be in the hands of the people. So anyone who has any veto 

power over critical aspects of the operating of our electoral system 

must be subject to the will of the Jamaican people. It is not too 

early to start thinking and talking very seriously about these things 
the majority of Jamaicans, the wider community, 

if/•• are determined to ensure that 'power for the people' is more 

than just a political slogan. Next, I see that the Joint Committee 

for Women' s Hights ha8 communicated with the Ministry of Education 

about the vexed question of school uniforms.•~xgbi:JI I really do 

not see any reason why we cannot have just one national school uniform 

for boys and one national school uniform for girls throughout Jamaica. 

You could have the present khaki for boys and you could have a blouse 

and skirt for girls. And to distinguish one school from another you 

can have either a school badge or a school pin or school colours. 

School colours which can be easily pinned on or removed strike me 

as the moat economic form of school identification. Anyway, let us 

hope that those concerned with education work out something much less 

costly than the wide variety of uniforms our schools, especially for 

girls , now require. And finally some notes on the international scene. 
up 

Things seem to be hotting/again in the iddle East with Israel accusin1 

the U.S. of 'tilting' in favour of t he Arabs and Egypt calling for 

Soviet involvement in the pe ce process. The cold fact is the American , 
a little 

have little option but to 'tilt'/that way to ensure the continued flow 

of Arab oil; but I doubt that the Soviet Union will want to pull 

Egyptes chestnuts out of the fire for here So Egypt is going to have 

to make her peace with the other Arab states, if she can, without any 

Soviet help. And the British Government is now trying to persuade 
South Africa to endorse the new proposals on Rhodesia. If South Africa 
refuses there will be a new and deeper crisis situation. Goodnight. 
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Electoral & Constitutional Reform: 
The P1irs t S teps; The fun dam en t e l Issue 

NEWS CCMll EN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 10, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

The Jamaican 
Goo d evening: / Perliament this week passed an Interim Electoral 

Reform Act which should finally Dk& put an end to the long and 

wasteful and often s hoddy party-political point-scoring wrangle 

which passed for public debate on electora.l reform. This same end, 

which was achieved this week, could have been arrived at a year or 

more ago. '£he trouble was t at some of our politicians were much 

more interested in squeezing every last inch of propaganda mileage 

out of the issue than t hey were in arriving at an acceptable solution. 

Please don• t get me wrong. There is nothing wrong with squeezing all 
get 

the pro paganda advrantage you can/out of a touchy and sensitive issue. 

That is what our brqnd of compet:t:tive party politics is all about. 

But compet:t:tive party politics is not t he central reason for our 

system of Parliamen t sry democracy or even its JLain justifies tion. 
the 

And one of the c auses for some of/m recent ugliness and nastiness 

in J amaican politics has been the seeing, or apparent seeing, or 

pretend seeing, of competitive party politics as the primary and 

central point of our democrfiCY. And t 1,e result of this has been 

the extreme political tribalism which would tear down the society 

itself if that were the only way to come out on top in the competitive 

party political power game. And so, even though we all agree on 

electoral reform, or on any other issue for that matter, we squeeze 

it and squeeze it until we can squeeze it no more, and then, perhe.ps, 

we say allright and then go on to the next thing that can be squaezed. 
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11.!ld there will always be something to squeeze, no matter what the 

circums tances, no matter who is in power . The real danger in ai:i: 

competitive party poli+ics carried to this extreme is that it usually 

ends up making parli ementary democracy impossible. And parliamenta ry 
d~~ 

democra.cy , l et us ~ .torgl)-t ~ i s not there primarily to serve the 

in terests of the poli tica.l partie s or the people who lead them. 

Parliamentary democracy, let us never forget, is there to serve the 

i nterests of the people, to ensure that the interests of the people 
parliamentary democracy is there 

get pride of pl a ce; and, a bove all,/to ensure that when the people 

a.re not satisfied with those whom they have put into power , they can 

remove them end put others in their place; o.nd when they are satisfied 

they can confirm them in power . /md this power of the people to hire 
or 

or to fire . those who govern on their behalf, this power to elect/ .. • 

reject, must always be a.t the heart of any exercise on electoral 

or c onstitutional reform . So it seems to me that a key thing the 

J am ican people must always be on the alert for i s whether what is 

being done in the name of electoral or const itutional reform, adds 

to the power of control or takos away from their power of control. 

So look closely for this behind a ll the complex an d f ancy formulations. 

Does it increase your control or reduce your control over those who 

make decisions on your behalf • . And the asis of your control is your 

power to elect or reject. And if the political parties and the 

politicians themselves are not sensitive, or become insensitive, to 

what you want or do not want , have you given them the kind of power 

to set up structures and institutions which can go against your wishes~ 

For i nstance, if we re to have a President with executive powers, I 

would want such a President to be directly accountable to 

so I ould want him to be elected directly by the people. 
irke an electora college chose him e would alwa . 
that group. To put the people first he must be thl8 eff~t 

the people ; 

If some grouJ 

think of 
&t the people. 
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1) Rhodesia: What Prospects 
2) M'Bow on Press Freedom 

, 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadvasi on Wednesday 
August 8, 1979, 6.lOp.m. 

on Rhodesia 
Good evening : While the breakthrough/achieved at the just ended 

Commonwealth Conference must be welcomed, it would be wise for all 

of us to take careful note of Prime Minister Manley's statement 

setting out the very rea l limitations of what the conference has 
six-point 

actually accomplished. The Conference achieved a broad/agreement 

on how .Britain should proceed from here on to try and resolve the 

Rho.desian problem. Britain is to call a new constitutional conferencE 

of all the parties, including the Patriotic Front, the Frontline 

States and the present Muzorewa administration; and the hope is 

that out of this conference will come agreement on a new constitution 

to replace the present Ian Smith face-card thing, new elections, 

the end to the fighting and the lifting of economic sanctions and 

the acceptance of a truly free Zimbabwe as a member of the Common­

wealth and the world community. This is the broad outline on which 

the Commonweal th leaders agreed. But it is important to note that 

neither the Patriotic Front nor the Muzorewa people took any part 

in arriving at this agreement. Only Britain, as the responsible 

colonial power for Rhodesia, is committed to this. So what happens 

if sts•wr Muzorewa, egged on by Ian Smith and South Africa, were to 

decide to defy the British colonial authority? After all, that is 

what Ian Smith's rebel regime did and got away with for all these 

years. Wii.ll Mrs. Thatcher's Conservatives be any more prepared to 

impose Shis solution on Rhodesia than pre-vious British governments, 

both Labour and Conservative, were? And on the other side of the 
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coin, what happens if Mugabe and Nkomo, the leaders of the Patriotic 
. 
Front were .to decide not to sit down at such a confeeence with their 

enemies? They have fought the war to this point; outright military 

victory is now much more of a possibility than ever before. So why, 

after all they had suffered and endured, should they now sit down 

to negotiate? .Md if they decided not to, would the Frontline States 

withdraw their suppor t and drive them out of the sanctuaries from 

which they fight? And remember, some years back President Nyerere 

persuaded them t o scale down the fi tihting because there was then h ope 

of a negotiated settlement; :tthat settlement did r10t come about and 

it took the Pa triotic Front something like two years and heavy losses 

before the will to continue the fight was fully restored. So t he 

Pa triotic Front is not likely, this time around, to quickly lay down 

arms on anybody's say- so. Th.en there is Britain's position too. Mrs. 

Thatcher may have a rougher time getting approval for this plan from 

her own Tory supporters than she had in the opening days at Lusaka. 

A fundamental issue is the level of British and Am.erican investment 
future 

and the/safety of that investment, as well as of the strategically 

importe..nt Rhode sian chrome. 411 these are seen as safer under the 

internal structure devised by I on Smith than they a.re likely to be 

under .any genuinely black government which might include such radicals 

as Mugabe and Nk omo. All of which makes the prospects rather unsetttlm 

and uncertain. .And finally and brief~ when UNESCO• s Director-General 
Dr. Amadou M':Bow 

/ was here in April of t his year he pointed out that in all of the 

developed countries some of the news media was owned or con trolled 

by the government but nobody said there was a lack of press freedom 

in those countries merely because of the fact of government ownership 

or control. And he thought it was hypocraoy end an atti tude_teminiscen1 
0 ~_col~nialism for _the metrol)(llitan press and its agents to criticise 
1b,1rd World countries for such ownership8 Goodnight 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



~~. 1879 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
August 6p 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: And a happy an d peaceful Independence Dayo It has 

been a good weekend this far; the we a ther has been good ; and the 

children, especially, have been having a marvelous time. And it is 

this matter of the growing involvement of the children in the 

celebration of Inde pendence, and the quality of that involvement, 

which I person ally find most heart-wanning. In towns and villages 

all over J amaica t he children now a.re at _ the centre of t he celebra tio?J 

To be sure, the children were always part of t hese celebrations over 

these past seventeen years. But they were not always at the centre. 

And they were not always as relaxed and uninhibitedly themselves as 
now 

t hey are now. They were not a l ways as sure of themselves as they/are. 
them 

When I watch/singing their songs and what. they call • doing their 

thing' I see the beginning of the end of the self-doubt and the 
sense of 

sense of inferiority and the l a tent/self-contempt which are all part 

of the colonial and racial heri t age. And it is a very wweet an d 

rewarding axgia experience to be witness to thee~ ery important 

cpanges of t he spirit and of t he mind. An d seven3een years is not 

too long _a time to wait for this. So it is the children, singing and 

dan cing and showing off . their skills at the Festi-va l con tests who 

symbolise the true spirit of independence for me. And you know somethj 

if you believe, as I do,that all real an d lasting change takes place 

in the mind and in t he spirit in the first instance,, then you will 

agree with me that we have come a long way, baby. ~oday•s children 

who will be tomorrow's adults, are and will remain a much freer and 
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respecting 
ore self-assured end more self-xaxxllll.% group of men and women 

than ever we were. It is there already; we see it in the way they 

look at us, at each other, at the world. i any of us are unsettled 

an d distl~rbed by ~his new awareness of our young. They are not afraid 

of ideas, of unsettling questions. And they do not long outward, to 

others in metrpolitan centres for either ideologica l guidance or 

approval or support. Everything, whether from ashington or Moscow 

or London or Peking is examined and judged on merit. And they will 

not allow any so-called pun di ts to think for them or to tell them 

wha t to thi nk. Tha t i s the mood and apiri t of our young mn this . 
perhaps 

seventeenth armiversary of Independence -/not as s harply focussed or 

c l early stated, but there all the same. And this, I think, is some­

thing tha t today's adults, and t :ie founding fathers of our independenc 

can t ake pride in. We mus t h ve done someft things right to produce 

this breed of child. And it has taken us all. of seventeen years to 

come fully to t he realisation of just how fragile political indepen­

dence can be if it is not butuessed by a rela tively strong economy. 

We know now that not even the super-powers are really economically 

self-suf ficient • .America's crippling dependence on OPEC oil and 

Russia's equally heavy de pendence on Canadian and American grain are 

j ust two examples of economic inter-dependence, even at the level 
economic· 

of the rich first · orld. The/problems of the Third orld are made 

worse by the fact that Third World economies have traditionally been . 
primarily 

client economies, geared/mli1l4 to serving the interests and the needf 

of t he metropolitan economies. Th t i s what coloniali}3l!l . and imperial-
~ ~ {a.~ <3-f- ~Hz;.., ~ . ~~e...0-

ism and neo-colonialism are all about. To re-order l these Third orld 

economies so t hat th, put the interests of the majority of the local 

people first ia provin8 a much more difi cul t task than was the winninel 
of pnli tical independence. And this if3 the cha.llenging task ahead. 

Goodnight. 
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Of Followers and Leaders 

NEWS COIIIMEN TARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
August 3, 1979 9 6ol0pom 

Good evening: lll.e start of the long Independence Weekend is a good 
at 

time for us to look/the relations between those who lead and those 

who follow, between the lea ders and t he followers in the J amaican 

community. You know some of the old sayings about this business of 

the lea ders and t he led. The sayingw 'People get the government they 
-

deserve' or' They are no better than their leader' are rough-and-ready 

short-hand ways of pointing at some of the complexities of the 
follOWo Tb.is is 

relationship between those who lead and those who/axaxi:••• ~rax:.tu 

i:aaI&X true of all for ms of am:s.txi: organisa tion, whether religious, 

s ocial, political, cultura l or economic : the inter-action between 

the leaderp and the followers is complex, important and often 
attitudes, patterns of reaction, and the 

determines/:.tu:.tmi1i•-•xdxKiu::.tax.:zx~x~.t•ax:.tKQXaxa likely outcome 

of t he enterprise on which they may be engaged. For instance, it is 

extremely difficult, if not downrigpt impossible, for anybody in 
national 

today's J amaica to become generally accepted as a/leader without 

first being identified with some nationally accepted institution 

within the society. A would-be church leader must be indentilied 

with some nationally accepted church; a would-be labour leader must 

be identified with some nation ally accepted trade union ; a would-be 
identified 

political leader must be/a«:••~:.t•• with some nation ally accepted 

political party. Alternatively, the would-be leader has to undertake 

the long an d painstaking task of creating a new institution and 
it 

kee ping/ a live until it becomes nation ally acce pted. So, one way or 

ano ther, the would-be national leader has to work his or her passage, 
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has to be s een to have served his or her apprenticeahip, before the 

followers will accept him or her . And this does tell us something 
an d important followers 

interesting/about the leaders and t he followers. The/ sang enthusiast 
... 

ically ' We will follow Bustamante till we die' - and then at a later 
Bustamante 

stage they turned/km out of office: the followers were im obYious 

awe and boundless admiration of the intellectual brilliance and 

personal integrity of Norman Manley who gave shape and substance to 
. nationalist 

their sense of/self-worth - and then they turned him out of office, 

too. But in each case, when they turned out the one giant or the 

other, - -mey were sure of the alternative and of wha t the li.ternative 

meant for_,,, them. So, in the case of Jamaican politics _at least, the 
have 

relations between the followers and the leaders/na t ... , generally 

speaking, been dynamic and open-eyed. These were not, and still are 

not,blind followers. They relish the scandal inherent in anopen 

party political system. So when dirt came out about one party or the 
sheer fun 

other they enjoyed it doubly, f i rst because of -the/stuff of muckraking, 

and second because they knew what was going on inside both parties; 

and to know is to be in control. So those who shroud the seamy 
behin d a curtain of 

goings-on within their own party/b secrecy while making public the 
·= 

seamy goings-on within the othe, party, may in fact be hurting their 

own interests. For Jamaica' s followers want to know all about those 

who would lead them, warts and all. And if you have been watching 

the evolution of the Jamaican political system and t he evolution of 

the relations between lea ders and followers within that system over, 

say, the l ast twenty to twenty-five years, you might well find that 
· · - politic ally, politically 

the followers have cha.nged more/and matured more/than have the leaders. 

This is certainly what I have found. At this moment, and intheir 
contending 

intuitive understanding of the/forces at work both in Jamaica and the 
wider world, the followers iua•xlitihxBxbm are ahead of their 
leaders. And that's no ba d thing for the future of our indpedence 0 

Goodnight. 
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~ Commoriwe .J.tl1 Corifererice Operis 

NEY/; COMMEN :uRY 
For broadc~st on Wednesday 
Augu st 1, 1979, 60 l Op . m 

Good evening: T.he Commor1we 1:1 l th Heads of Governmen t Con f erence opened 

in Lu.saJ..:a, Zambia. earlier today with all the tension and high drama 

t ha t a d b een anti c ipated; and t here wa s one unexpected a.nd dr ama. tic 

surprise a s well. re s terday , on the eve of the opening of the 
all 

conference, t h e government of Nigeri a nati onalised/the holdings of 

t he g ian t Briti8h ?e t ro leum oi l com:pany in t hat coun t ry . And this 

s en t s hock wave s r ight through the Western wor l d which had the 

pound sterling dropping sharply on the world money mar kets. British 

Pe t roleum is one of t he s o-called Seven Sister s of the worl d 's giant 

oil companie s who still domin a te the worl d oil busine ss, despite 

OP.c.C • .And sin c e Br- i tish Pe t ro leum is t he f i fth l arge st of these oil 

g i an ts, and since Ni geria is n ow the second laegest su·;Jplier of oil 
Glise hs wM 1v 

to t he Un ite d S t a tes, t h e :possible c ori s equence s of t h is n a tionali s at- . 
~ -~d-CO ~ 

ion of :Sri tish .Petro le um ho l ding s l_!yl!tft. be worl dwi de, .,.m.e,.Pe than just 

a Conunonwe l t h mat ter. So why di d Nigeria. t ake this drastic step on 

the eve of t he Commowe a l t h 60:n f e r ence? Was it t o sign a l a warning 
her efforts 

to :Br i tai1:i t o ba ck off from/xsu,a~iai::JQs x.tx.iix;J to g a in support for 

the recogmttion of t.he Muzorewa puppet reg ime? I do not think this 

is like ly. Afte r all, 1/lrs. Tha tch er's government h ad Rl e a dy in dica ted 

an acce p tance, however re luctantly, of the f 9c t o f maj ority Common-
from 

wea lth opposition. The Tori e s (with gentl e ·but fir?D pro dding/:.,: the 

Ca r t ~t\{dminiistrati on as we ll) h .re S c id the y will insist on changes 

in the Rhodesian Constitu ti on which would make it more acceptable 

t o bla ck intere sts. So Ni geria's earlier quiet dimplomatic signals t o 
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Washi ngton and London had already don e t h e job of b l ock ing quick 

reco [:,ni t ion f or Muzorewa. Bu t I t h ink t her e i s l i t t l e doub:t,t that 

the t i ming o f the takeover va s r e:::.. a te d t o t he opening of the c onferenc 
in May of this year 

Reports are t ha t /a South Af r i can oil t anke r wa s permitted by British 
en te:c 

Pe trol eum to/a .._ ii gerian por t t o t ake up Ni g er i an oil f or South Afr i ca . 

T...½.i s woul d b e a logi ca l and un ders tandabl e reason f or t h e Ni gerian 

ac ti on. Bu t so f ar the Niger i ans h av e given n o offi c i a,l r eas on f or 

t he ac tion ; and whi le a British Gover nmen t sta temen t r e j e c ts the 

r eas ons g i yen for t he na t i on a li::m tion, it t oo doe s n o t ma k e pu blic 

t hose reas ons. For myse l f , I am iri olined t o t h ink t hat t h e Nigerian 

acti on s hould be se en in terms of t he wi der Sou t her n Afric an c onflict 

involving Namibia anu. r a c ist Sou t h Africa itself, r a t her than in t he 

narrower t erm s of just this ConunonvveRl t h Conference and Rhodesia. 
heightened Pan- African orien t a. tion 

~1i s/ha s been a v ery n oticeable and growi ng tren d in ii.be wa y Ni geria 

is usi ng i t s oil weal th a s an i n str urnent of i t s forei gn policy . Bu t 

t hen , an earl ier genera tion of' Ni g er i an pol iti c a l l eadP.r s were am ong 

t he IYi.oneer3 of . an-Af rican ism. '.11he r est of t he conferen c e~ even t s , 

fo r t h i s openinir da.y at least, ar e boun d to be~ a l i ttle an ti - climati c 
clear 

a f t er t },.e Ni geri an firewar k s. Bu t s.lready t here are/indica tions t hat 
s pi ri t of 

t .te/ c om promi s e ar.d ac c omruodati on on wh i c J. t he: Briti sh par liamentary 

system is based i.:, at work . Presid<:mt rryerere has a pproved o f Mr s. 

Tha t cher open i ng spee ch ; t he Iron Lndy has promi sed reas on an d 

c on sulta tion ; Kaun da h a s urge d n o qu i ttj_n g s becaus e of differences 

( a f ter all, he s a i d, the Bommon wt=!al t h is no longer Brita in~ proper ty) ; 

and s o the pr o s pects of t he l oudly pr oclaimed ' Sh owdown in Lusaka' 

ar e rat her slim. As l ong a s e ach o f t he member sta t e s h as more to 

gain from mem ber sh i p than t he y c an b y going it alone , t h e Commonweal tb 

will c ontinue. An d i n 8.}1gi:eat v ariety o f wa "j;s, ma terial an d oth erwise 

the y all still h ave mor e to ga in. Goo dnight. 
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1) The Commonwe 1th Conference 
2) Ener y: t he moves to .mid rationing 
3) Ideol ogy: an a fter-thought 

t,~E S CO r.EN T RY 
For broadcast on ond y 
July 30, 1979, 6 .lOp,.m 

Good evening: It was a peaceful weekend which S"'W t e start of 

t he tional Independence Week Celebrations hich rvi ll reach their 

clima on Independence Day, i,onday August 6th. So J Rm ica moves on 

to its 17th armiversary of Independe ,ce, ldtill free, still open, 

still committed to Par i mentary democracy an.d freedom of expression 

and freedom of associa tion an freedo of conscience. «an you 
can you 

remember and/ list how often e ere told t ese things were dead or 

dying between t r...e start of Independence Week last year and today? 

Our b sic institutions ve survived for yet another year the death 

which some among us have ishe for them so loudly. n d the longer 

they survive again t t nis type o-f onslaught, the stronger t hey 
One 

become . d · ger is that the sustained assault on these institutionE 

can undermine confidence in hem: ve ust be on guard against that . 

Another, and in so e ways 
doom are 

self-serving prophecies of 
ore worrying,danger is that because/i.i.xxx 

until people shut them out, people may also /repeated and repeated 
warnings of 

,1smiss/x!UiX1ixxg xa rea l d n ers. is i s a little like the joker 

who shouts 'fire! fire!' hen there i s no fire; and when there is a 

real fire his house burno own because the ne i ghbours do not believe 

hi cry. Still, for this eek a t east politics will have to take 

second place to fe t ival here in J~maica. And that i s nob d thing. 

One ongoing preoccupation ot here and broad ill of course be 
petrol shortages, 

i t h the energy cri is. 1 the indications are t na t/ e ideut Carter 

and he OPE pres ures h ~ve fin lly s haken the . erican people into 

seeing t nt the energy crmmis is real noth iths t anding the massive 
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profits announced by the oil co panies. So it looks as though the 

Congress may yet reverse itself and give r. Carter those s tand)y 

r tioning owers and it also looks as though t hey ere taking his 

long-term energy propos ls seriou~l y at last. d when the Americans 

really put their mind to a ~ technologic .. 1 problem of this kind 

they usually overco e it. They showed this when they put men on the 

moon ten years ago. Sp , whatever r. Carter's personal poli tica.l f a te, 

ten years down the roa d P..merica will most likely be energy self­

sufficient and perhaps an energy exporting country, bee use of the 

ecision made by CArter l Ps t eek. e in J p. a ica ay lso be in a. 

r a ther diffe ent position ten year don the rod if we find offshore 

oil . But bet ·een no, and then we too are going to h ve fol l ow the 

contiervation route with some form of r a tion i ng. 11he l rely public 

r ela tions con erv tion programme we have con ucted up to now see s to 

e to have succeeded a.sf r as it can . People, especi l ly the poor, 

have cu t down drastically on the use of oil-based energy . The new 

ph se now , it seems to e, should be to ork ouJt patterns of priority 

for bu ·iness consumption of oil-based energy, with effi cient foreign 
alloc t ions, 

exc ange earn r ge tting the highest/Jix:imx:i:ii~ nd the other sectors 

receiving alloc tions in descending order of pri ori ty. lnevitably, 

t ere ill be ho l s And protests bu t we are going to heve to cut our 

cloth to suit our pur es . In thi~ context, lest we f orget, ideas, 
only 

ideologie, cone pts, blueprints ,/provi de fr ev or s for action . If 

t he ac tion itself does not follo t e ideology rbs wor hless . And 

fin lly abd briefly, the Commonwea th Conference which opens in 
Q;,.,J J;.;;:i., ~J'o U f~"' f; llul;i¢~ Can 

Lu saka on r1 edne da.yLis sttidy in what/i:amE f i rly be de ::;cribed as an 

almo t irreconcilea11e diversity of r 8ce , r e ligions, cul t ures , 

politica l ..1yste s • The one thing tha t akes it a.11 po · i bl e i s the 
bu iness of compromise and acco o c. t i on on which the l3ri tish 
parli entry systen is ba s e d: you c t ve one i t hou t the ot her, 

~ " n rl n.; ,.,.1-. + 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



~1!? 
1) ./1 ddi tional School Pl a c e s : Alloc a tion for Teacher s 
2) Return J .A.S. t o N'." inistry of Agriculture 
3) Non-Vi olence & Southern Africa 

NEWS CON.lMEN TAR 'f 
For broadcast on Friday 
July 27, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Goo d evening : Tne best news t o come out of the very dismal and 

depressing education a l front this week is, firstly, today• s publishin~ 

of the names of the young people who have gained those restored 

3,000 secondary school pla ces; and secondly, yesterday's information 

from the J emaica T9achers' Association that there will be no cuts 

by the Ministry of Education in the amount of money _provided 

specifically for te a chers' pay . But we are not quite back to where 

we were l as t year because t h e t wo-shift system h a s been scrapped 

in s ome seventeen new secon dary schools, reported because of poor 

a tt,endance, a_nd this is a step backward . For rryself, I would still 
sud.den 

lik e t o know why the society has been subjected to these/wild and 

:eaZta.tic moves from within the education2 l bureaucra cy. A Usual past 

complaint a ga in s t the civil service bureaucracy has been the 

difficulty politicians found, or claimed they found, in getting the 

sluggish civil service machine to respond quickly to the changes 

or innovation s they wanted to make. I n this instance, and with a 

com paratively new Minister, the whole thing se ems to have been 
of the kind 

t hrown into an u."lcharacteristic turwoil of sudden activity/that 

seeITls hell-bent on shaking us all up, or else to self-destruct. 

So what is really going on in that beamtiful, spacious air-conditioned 

edifice? The J amHican taxpayers have a right to know. And perhaps 

it would be best for both agriculture and agricultural education in 

Jainaica for the J amaica School of Agrmcul tu.re to be again placed 

under the Ministry of Agriculture under whose gy:idance it has served 
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When a new experiment does not 
t his coun try s o we ll in t he past./.Mm:Jtxgi:i.:x2kxllg.KrillXlllf£..1Illlaaai:i:y: 
work9-
g11:111i it is wise to f a ll b ck on tne ol d tr i ed and tested ways/ in 

good time a n d before things f 11 apart; and our Ministry of Education 

an d its large l y anonymous bureaucrats who maRe the day-to-day 

deci s ions , seem not compe ten t to over see and guide t he running of 

this ra ther specia l agri cultural schoo l. 

An d on t h e economy Fin anc e :Minister Eric .Bell g "ve a poin t er of what 

we ere up against when he talked of a 'leakage ' of f oeEign exchange 

earn i ngs from tour ism of some $35-million this ye r . Mr . Bell was 

reporte d as saying t ha t h is own view was t hat the 'leakager f igure 

was much h igher - s om ewhere around $60-million o I t doe s make economic 

recovery t hat much more difficult when f ore ign-exchange is plundere d 
13o4% 

on this sc a le. And the record/inflation which is n ow h itting the 

Uni ts d St a tes is bound to have some s pin-off effect on us, a s indeed 

it must on a ll America ' s trading partners, big or smallo So t h e 
energy 

sooner we pu t re a l tee th in to our/conservati on efforts, and into 
a s possib le 

our efforts to produce as much/ of the f ood we eat , t he ·be tter will 

we be abl e to stand up t o the new inflationary pre ssure s which are 

being l et l oose all about us . And the West,e end of t he island, 

J maica's tr ditional f ood basket, is not producing much t his year 

thank s to the flooding. We must ma .Ke up f or that or we will hurt. 

An d f inally, t he Reverend Jesse Jackson , a respefted black American 

civil right s leader yesterday advi sed bl.· ck ('outh Africans t o resist 

Apar t he i d non-vio l ently. If Mr. J ckson h d checked ii out he would 

have found out that the b l a c k s and the Indians had in f ac t t r ied that 
"'" t k-L, ~ '''.Jc 

rou te iunder t he leadersh i p o f an ila l GamUli - son of the grea t 

. ahatma. I a s t h er e . I saw young whites put on running shoes and 

knuckle- dusters and t ake bets on who would knock out mo st passive 

resisters and then line up an d do it• We tried n on-vi olence and it 
was a joke to them. Goo dnight. 
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NEWS OOMMEN TARY 

1) I deo l ogy , Production, Contro l 
2-) -jlll:at -f-:ts=-Elxc:e ss heftt:a? 
3) ~e Psl.t tiww of i:u•= ~ 

For br oadcas t on e dn e s day 
July 25, 1979, 6.lOp. m 

Goo d evening : The Administrative Staff College, which is the newl y 

created tra ining centre for our seni or civil serva.n ts, is presen tly 

holding a semin ar which is designed t o expose t he se civil servants 
on 

t o ideology an d its i mpact/and its rela tions t o t he various sectors 

!hf t he Jamaican s oc i e ty. And so you have such panel discussions a s : 

I deol ogy and the Public Service, Ideology aI1d t he Pri vate Sector, 
t he wor d 

Ideo l ogy and t he State an d so f or t h . And since/i deol ogy has often 

been used a s a po litica l cus s wor d in J amaica, it mi ght be helpful 

f or us t o try and demys tif y i t. Now , Webster 's New Tw entieth Cen tury 
whi ch is Am erican 

Di c tionary/givew f our def i n i ti ons of 'ideol ogy 'o lo The study of i deas 

t heir natur e and t he i r source . 2. The t he ory t ha t a.11 ideas ar e 

der ived exclu s ively t hrough s ensa tiono 3. Thinki ng , speculati ng , or 

the or isi ng, especia lly when t he t heory or sys tem of theories is 

i deal i stic, abs trac t , i dl e , i mpr actical, or f ar-f etched . 4 . The 

doctrine s, opi nions, or way of t hinking of an i ndi vi dual, class e t c o 

The is t he Am erican definition of i deol ogy . The British defi n i tion 

whi ch is a reasonably accurate reflecti on of t he gen er a l Waa% European 

definiti on of i deol ogy is given in t he (fonci.se Oxf ord Di~tionary as : 

'the science of i deas'o Ideol ogy , then, is quite s iwply~he study of 
\ 

ideas , of all i deas, n ot j u st of one set of i deas. An d once you see 

it i n this ligh t t he word 'ide ol ogy ' ceases t o have sinis t er or 

frightening implica t i ons becau se you see at once t hat all s ocial 

systems , a ll human or gani s a tion must be ba se d on i deas and must t here 

fore have s ome ide ol ogi cal foun da tion. Thi s i s as true of capitali P 
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of imperialism, of colonialism an d nee-colonia lism, of racism as 

it is of communism, of socialism, of socia l democracy, of liberalism. 

All are ba sed on ideas, all are i deologies. And, as t he fourth 

defi nition in Webster make s clear you hav e ways of t hinking of 

indivi duals and classes, an d i t is at this level that ideology can 

and does become an in s trument in t he service of power. R~cism has 

been used and is being us ed, with extreme r efinement in places l i ke 

t oday ' s South Africa, but elsewher e too, as the ideological justi­

fic a tion f or t he econ omic exploita tion of one racial group by another. 
col on ialism an d 

A by-pr oduc t of/rac i sm with which mo st of us are f amiliar throgghudit 

t he Third World is the massive inferiority complex which makes &cJ. 

peopl e doubt t hemselve s an d doubt t heir capacities t o do things f or 

t hemselve s without s ome s or t of exter nal guidance or approval. This 

is no accident, no specia l weakness on our par t. This is the result 

of centuries of i de ol ogica l indoctrination. It was the sheer power 

of i deologica l indoctrination that made it possible as recently as 

the 1950s for a young British District Commi s sioner in his middle 

20s to almost single-handedly control an African area of several 

t hou sand s quare miles and anywhere f r om 60,000 to 100,000 or more 

human beings. The idea of Bwana Ku.Bwa - big ~or d - had been planted 

dee p. An d it needed a deep an d brutal inter nal :ppychologice.l revolt 
i mposed 

t o s hake free of the ho l d of tha t i dea, that/i deol ogy of black 

inferiority. The truth is that ideology is r eally all a.bout uso We 

u s e i deas t o promo t e our own inter ests or t o belittle t ho se who 

threa ten our interests. In this sense even J amaica' s economic pr oblems 

ar e indeed ide ol ogical. I think we all know tha t if we all really 

set our minds t o i t we could deal much more e ffectively with some of 

our key problems. The big stumbling block is : In whose interest is 

t he economy to be reviv ed? Who is to be in control? Wb o the main 
bfiliaf~g~~,lt~?af~id ~, r%~ag~gG!8aHtiH;;al rub. So think it out 
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1) JSA Closure 
2) Pre sident Certer Under Fir e 
3) 1he ·OAU & t he Wire Services 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For bro adc a.st on Monday 
July 23, 1979 , 6.lOp.m 

Good evening : It has been a c ompar a tively :peaceful t hough wet 

weekend here in J amaica. We had the tragic crash of t ha t cargo 

plane carrying ha tching eggs for J amaica Broilers, in which two 

people died; and we ha d the now s a dly familiar gun-crimes and gun­

killings in re ported shoot-outs between the police and criminal 

elements. The flooding, following the he avy rain brought on by 

t ha t tropical de pression, was no t a s ba d a s we ha d fe ared, an d 

damage, t hi s t ime , was limited and lives were spared. So, a1l in 

all, a compar a tively peaceful J amaican weekend for t his time of year • 

.And one of the more welco e bi t s of news was t he sta tement from the 

Ministry of Educ a tion t ha t t here is no inten tion to close the J amaica 

Schoo l of Agr!bcul tureo The question is : How did this no tion of the 

closing of t he School of Agriculture get s tarted in the first place? 

Who star ted it? An d why? Is it part of the propaganda of making sur e 

t hat t here is always s omething f or u s t o worry about, t o be anxious 

an d concerned about? Far to o many worrying t hings about e duc a tion 

are popping up in quick succession for us no t t o wonder whsther there 

is some design to it. So please watch this closely. We have enough 

real problems in education :xx:.tk1Dt% we do no t need false and artific i e 

ones manufactured to 'erupt' t hings further. And on t he political 

front t here ha s, on t he whole, been less screaming an d shouting and 
tA;J Vo...l 

cursing an d t r acing than R'Gz'ffi ~ y. To be sure there ha s been some 

printe d persona l na stiness but t his was minimal and most of our 

politics this weekend had t o do with i deas and issues; and this is 
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good. Perhaps the mess ge is fin ally getting through that most 
persuasions, 

J·amaicans, of all poli tical/Kim:~i:ax:i:llll: are more than a little sick an1 

tired of a11 · the nastiness and all the short-changing of Jamaica 

and Jamaicans which now passes for political debate. Let us hope it 

has. And, irorniially, while t he nastiness seem to be easin~p a 

little here, there ha s been an almost brutal eruption of it agaiz:ist 

President Carter in the United Stateso Following on last week's 
some key sections of 

events,/the American new11 media and some mem·bers of the American 

Corlgress have gone as far as to question Mr. Carter's 'mental 

stability'. They have suggested that $he job of President is too 

big for him and that t he pressures of the job have ca.used him to 

lose his balance~ Some of you may remember the name of John ErlichmanJ 

who, with H.R. Haldemann, made up the heart of the Nixon conspiracy 

of suppres s ion which led to the Watergate investigation and the 

downfall of Richard Nixon. Well, the same Mr. Erlichmann is now a 
rat 

radio commentator and he is one of journalistic/pack now trying to 

rip 11r. C rter apart. Bob Moore, another commenta tor, describes 

Mr. Carter as nov. being ia l ame duck President'. And Geofr:ey St. 

John, a not<f' conservative Washington columnist, specula tes on what 

could hpppen to an merica led by an 11 erra tic and unbalai.ced 
g 

Commander-in-Chief" o How Mr. Carter stands up to this kind of hammerin, 

i~ going to determine t he fate of his 6-point plan as well as his own 

political future. But what is for~ sure, win or lose, is that ~•d the 

national unity and the self-confidence Mr. Carter urged on the Americw 

people is not going to be achieved by the brutal savaging of the 

American Pre sidento Anirt further afield, after last week's Western 

wire news service reports out of Africa, it seemed as though we were 

witnessing the collapse of African unity and the disintegration ofthe 
OAU. But the news was misleading: fo r all the di f ferences African 
unity is real and the OAU lives on. Goodnight. 
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NEV co . T 

The Coca-Cola Shutdown 
n · d to U. s . Cons erism? 

1rouble at the OAU 
ri t in Again ejects Death Pen 1 ty 

For broadcast on Friday 
July 20, 1979, 6 . lOp .m 

Good evening: In the old d ys of primitive industrial relations 

w .en ' ight as rig t' companie s often shutdown rather than accept 

unionisation . Sometimes the s e company would stay shutdown for 

a few on ths and then re-o en with either an en tire ly ne ork force 

or else with ix of only t e mo t acceptable of the old work force 

dilute with ne blood. So e ti es companies would shut down and 
the 

re-open un er different names . And here p. level of .iorker orgruiis-

ation and tr d union ilitancy made t hese kindsof move s impossible 

companies often just shutdown and relocated elsewhere where the 

wor k force wa not as organised or ili tant . And all this ,.as of 

course done in the interest of maximising profits and having s 

trouble-free an operation s possible • .And every now and then, even 

in today's comparatively sophistic ted new in us trial relations 

cli ate, we re reminded of how it was in the old days . Jp.maican 

workers this eek h d a bitter reminder th t the old days are not 

completely ended when OCP.- Cola decided to pull out its bottling 
All 

operation in Jamaica and transfer the f anchise ./illlXK companies are 

in business to a e a profit; nd ome co panies , e pecially trans­

national or ultinational companies, h ,ve very clear and specific 

i eas on what m kes up a re sonable and acceptable level of profit 

on inves ent . And usually profit targets are set for each branch 

of a multi-n tional co pany; they do not usually use the high profits 
l ow profitabli ty or 

of a branch in one country to offset the/loses in another country. 

E~ ch branch must make i t s own profits or risk being closed or sol d 
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Tb.is is how it is, hether we like it or not; and t he sooner e 

really unders tand this the be tter ill we be able to cope . And t here 

is no a of any group of wor kers kno ing hat i s going on in any 
unless 

co panyj D.alxfi tl ere ia :ful l disclosure , bnless the orkers can 

examine the books for themselves and so see for themselves what is 
obviousl y 

and ~ht is not possible . It i s/not in the orkers• in terest to 

make demands which really cannot be met and which would lead t o a 

shutdo n . :But e ually, it is not in the i r interest to t ake anybody 
fin ancial 

else's aapa unchecked say-so about the/st te of a co pany. They 

have been decduevea and liea to far too often for that. So let us hope 

that out of the bitter Coca-Cola bauiness will co e a full realisatiot 

of the import nee of have the long-promised di s closure legislation . 

ext , couple of no t es of economic interes t to our local hard preseec 

consumers . Among Pre ident C rter's Cabinet changes\ s the transfer 

of r . G. ,iliiam iller from the Chai anship of the Federal Reserve 

Board to be ing ~ecretary of the Tre sury, which i s the rough 

equivalent of our Finance ini ste:5 . An the first thing the ne 

Treasury 3ecre tary c lled for as a shif t by J\mericans from consumeriE 

to produc t ion and expansion . Sounds f ili r doesn 't it? Bu t how can 

the orld ' s largest and most wasteful consumer of energy cut back on 

ener gy consumption and still increase production? In Israel the price 

of petrol has gone up to 2 . 50 US per gallon, which would make it 

near on 4. 50 a gallon by our oney; and projec t ions re of a 

doubling of Israel's inflation rate . And in Britain where domestic 
entire 

gaw has lw ys been very cheap I remember he ting a flat for an / 

evening, and cooking a meal , and having a hot bath in a very cold 

inter, all for just one shilling - they have just decide d to 

increase the price of domestic gas by about 35%. It i s cold comfort 
but it is still a fact that the hard times are not only in Jamaica. 

Goodniah t. 
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, 
1) Electoral Reform : Some Progress 
2) A Cutback in Teachers? 
3) The Carter C binet Resignations 
4) Central America After Somoza 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wedn esday 
July 18, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: The report that some progre ss has been made on the 

electoral reform discussions between the Government and Opposition, 

is very we lcome. Not s o we lcome are t he ongoing efforts by some 

political activists t o ke ep the political kettle at boiling point. 

To s ay this is not t o call for an end to vigorous discussion and 

deba te on the important issues of the day . It is simply to say t hat 

most of us are more than a little tired of the personal tracing, and 
rude and 

the character aaa:bi:a~xam:a assassinations, and the downright/vulgar 

screaming and shouting and cursing which now pass for debate and 

discussion. And, you know, if you really believe in freedom of 
just 

association then you do not denounce people/because of the company 

they keep; if you really be lieve in freedom of expression then you 
,or anybody else for that ma tter, 

do not try t o t hreaten or intimidate or bully journalists/who do not 

say wha t you want them to say ; and if you r ea lly believe in f reedom 

of conscience then you do not try to whip up hatred against people 

whose views you disapprove of, and you do not t ry t o suppre ss those 

views. And, lest we forget, freedom of association, fre edom of 

expression and fre edom of conscience are assured t o every citi zen of 

Jamaica by the Constitution of J amaica. Please bear this in mind 

whenever t he screaming and shouting gets t o fever pttch. Next, the 

ma tter of education and the rights of our children. The Fundamental 

Rights and Freedoms enshrined in t he J maican Constitution do not 

include t he right of every children to free education. And t hat, I 

t hink, is one of the major shortcomings of the present Constitution. 
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But twen ty years ago, in 1959, we had the United Nations Declaration 

of the Rights of the Child. And one of the things that Declaration 

said, unconditionally and without any kind of strings was: "Every 

Child has the right to free education"o And twenty years laEer, inthis 
still 

Inteitnational Year of the Child, we in J amaica have/not yet a.f.faaliaJi 

provided every Jamaican child with that basic right. Precise figure s 

are difficult t o come by but estimates are that somewhere between 

60% and 70% of our school-age popula tion are in school. This means 

that between 30% an d 40% are not. And in this context t nat reported 

circular from the :Ministry of Education about the 'over-employment' 

of teachers just does not make any kind of social sense. I sincerely 

hope that our two te achers orgainsa tions will talk some sense into 

t he Ministry of Education and its officials before real damage is 

done. The one economy J amaicap can afford least of all is to 

economise at the expense of the education of our children. On the 
Caribbean 

wider/%ka scene the fall from power of Nicaraguan dictator Anastasio 

Somoza is bound to create a completely new political climate in all 

of Central America. Until yesterday Nicaragua, El Salvador, Honduras 

and Gua ta.mala were all rigid rightwing mililtary dictatorships with 

democratic f aca des and strong support from rightwing groups in the 

United Sta tes. They also ha d a military alliance known as the Council 

for the Defence of Central America, and it was when the other members 

of t hat Council refused - under U.S. prodding - to give him military 

help that Somoza realised the game was up. And with the game up for 

Somoza, the other rightwing dictatorships know that it is only a 

ma tter of time before the same sort of movements develop against them. 

And this time around neither the CIA nor the Marines will be able 

t o do much inter fering. So who will be next, after Somoza? 

Goodn i ghto 
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1) President Car t er 's Energy Pl an 
· 2 ) I n di a: .orar ji .De sai Re sign s 

NEWS COMMEN TARY I~ 
For broadcast on Mon day 
July 16, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Go od even i ng: TTe sident C r ter' s propo s a ls t o t he American people 

l a st nigh t t o try and break the OPEC oil strangleho l d on the American 

economy, and t he resigrrn tion of In dia's Pr i me r: i n ister Morarji 

De sai, were t he two dliiminant t opics of the weekend news. ~"'o ~us in 

Jamai ca t he American news s t ory Iftust of necessity take prid.e of 

pl ·ce bee -- se how t he .Americans deal wi t h t heir energy cr isis is 

boun d to a ffect us very directly, for good or i l l. So a very brief 

comment 011 the Indi an deve l opmen t before de e.ling with the AII1erican 

s ory . On 1Ji prch 2lst 9 1977, in · Commen t ary dealing with the electoral 

defe a t of Indira Gandhi by t he J ,rrnta coa li t i on of Ol d r,Ten led by 
ended 

Morar ji De s a i, I/:sxi:j: and I quo te : 11 i ghtl.y or wrongly the Indian 

people s aw Indira ' s Congress Party a s no l onge r be ing t he ir Congress 

Party and s o they repudiated her, ironj,c e lly at a time of great 

e con omic prosperityl An d they f uture? I honestly c annot see the 

Old M ., n ho ldin g together for rnuoh mor e than the next two years. And 

then t here will be a n e w beginning for I nJia -di f fe rent from wha t 

ha.:::; be en 9 difficu l t and. dangerous. But then that is what life is all 

about. " Tha t i s how I s aw it a l i t Gle over t wo years ago an d tha t 

is how it has un f ol de d. And v.rhoever b1.~con e s PrLTJ1e Mi n i ster now will 

only represen t a pau se bef ore that diff icl 1 t and uangerous new 

beginning w.a. ich lie s ahead o f India. And now to Mr . Carter's energy 
I 

pl an . You heve h d the ou tlin e s of the Pr e s ident's pl an so I ( ill 

not restate them here ,. Oil i mport s are to be he ld c the 1977 level ; 

and domestic energy i s t o be deve l oped to s a tisfy all n eeds above t hat 

level. So~e~iing of t he order of $85,000-million will be s pent over 
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t he next ten yea.rs t o deve l op thet e a ltern a tive dom 2sti c energy 

s ource s. The det ils o f the Six-Point Carte r Plan will mo st likely 

appeRr in your new s papers t omorrow , if t hey do , r e ad t hem carefully. 

I t i s a bol d an fl-'ub i tioua pl an which , if carrie d out , can and most 

like l y will break t he OPE C hold. So two q_ue ati ons c ome t o mind: 

First, can the C2x ter Pl an work? And secon d , will t he .Arr; ericans 

meke it work? . Now, the Presi dent only made h is s pe ech l e st night 

and all the det&iled proposals, the legislation t he. t woul d set u _p 
the choosing of 

agen cies and/ who is t o do wnat, a r e still t o be f or mula ted an d 

ann ounc e d, bu t br·oadl y speaking, I t hink the plan I listened to l a st 

night can be made to ork . The Arr,cricans h ave the ability t o make 

it work : they have the technology, t he s kills an d t he scientidric 

experti s e. Ari d we t en d als o t o forget t hat ~Im r i ght now the Un ited 

St ates is still t he world' s third 1 r gest oil producer , wi th t he 

Sovi e t Uni on be ing the fi r st and Sc1 udi .Arabia t he secon d . Indeed, 

s tatistics f or 1956 - a mere t wen ty- t hree year s ago - s h ow the 
single 

United S t a te s '"'S by far the/1 r ge s t oil pro ducer in the world, 

a c c ounting for more t han one- t hird of t otal wor l d oil production at 

t h e time , wi th Vene zuela e. very di s tant secon d and t h e Soviet Union 

an even mar .. d.i s t'"'nt t h i rd. An d in tho s e day s Mexican oil output was 

re por ted c s stea dj ly decre a sing . 'l"be b i g change was t he di scovery of 

dirt c h eap Mi ddl e Eost oil. With that cheap bon an za n ow c oming t o an 
increasingly ba ck 

en d t he United S t e t e s must turn/to 1 ts own oi.l and o the r energy 

resources. But soft liv ing 
and de~ermination 

become a s addictive and 
and huge pro fits c an/inll[X.Eri corrupting to 

t 1 e will/ t o hard e ffor t and ha.rd.er 
other addiction­

cho ice s, a s any/a%kDt:X kami%*£mxmill1 

f or mi no- habi t 0 A.rHl t h is , it s e em s t o me, is t he major obsta cle to 

li.mer:!.ca doing what i t must do nd whe.t I think it can do about its 
or appear to be 

energy c1·isis. As long as t here are/easy ways out, a ll peopl e , but 

especially t ho se f or wh om life h s be en e asy, will opt for the easy 
ways and t h i s may be r. Carter' s biggest problem. Goodnight. 
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1) Muzorewa ' B ~i s sion Fil s 

{b 
I 

2) In ia: Collapbe of J Rnata Coa i tion 
3) U.S. Rece s sion : J maica's Survival 
4) Tanzania: Underwriting the defeat of Amin 

NEW COMMF.,I'TARY 
For bro r. dcas t on ]'riday 
Jul y 13, 1979, 6. lOp .m 

ood evening : The week which began on such an unsettled note draws 

to its close on a much more stable note, relatively speaking. 

Skylab is down and once a ain mankind is fortunate t ha t i t did not 

turn out a major and tragic disaster, But with all t hose thous nds 

of pieces still hurtling out there in space, an d ith more likely to 

be sent up, it is only a matter of time before one of these t hings 

will drop o~ some densely populated pl ce - unless mankind m ke s 

s pecific provision to destroy or otherwise control such vehicles 

before they f all apart and plunge to earth. And it is not beyond 

the ability of the scientific community to do this. This , I think, 

is one of t he import nt world issues non-nuclear powere should take 

up urgently at the Un ite .N e tions . Any\· y, Skylab is down 'safely' ; 

our own electoral reform talks seem to be progressing rea sonably; 

.-llr. arter ha s completed his week-long eries o:~ consultations on 

energy and how to deal with the national conomy; the days of the 

Samoza dicta.torship in Nicaragua seem at last to be coming to their 

end; the Carter administra tion h s turned down Bishop 1uzorewa's 

appeal to end sanctions; in India r. Desai' s Janata coalition is 

falling apar t; and Tanzania has appealed to a number of the world's 

richer nations to help with the financi a l cost of the V:ar which 

finally got rid of the brutal dictatorshi p of Idi Amin in Uganda. 

11he · anzanians say that war cost them something of the order of 

500-million and they f eel that the world community, which had as 
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gr eat an i n t eres t in the removal of Amin as they did, Qhould he l p 

out with the cost . And suddenly , governments which hPd little or 

no mo r nl scruples bout financing the military efforts of Mobutu 

in Zai re, or of Ho l den Roberto and Jonas S vimbi ir1 Angola, or 

t e like s of . peror Bokassa of the Central frican Em pire, fin d 

themselves a bi t touchy about being s een s •helping to finance an 

African war . The view i s t hat t e (yerer e claim for t his kind of 

financial help is reasonable and j s tified and that the money will 

somehow be f orthcoming: the view i s tha t t here is no ques tion that 

the Tanzanian s di d both Afr ica d the worl d a service by gett ing 

r id of the Amin dic t atorship ~ But, they go on, it would h ve been 

so much easier if 
l 

esident yerere ha d not been so publicly i nsisted 

in saying this money was to pa y f or the cost of the war against 

unin. I f only he had aske d for a i d without re A. ting it to the war 

and t he cost of t he war, things would have been so much easier. [y 

own guess i s t h t Nyerer e did not want t o ake thi ngs ef!s ier or to 
assistan ce. 

be ecre ti ve or to a s f or some sor t of generRli s ed/.ttlurxi:.t~ He wanted 

things to be clear, opec ific and above board. And t hi s puts those to 

whom he ha ri tten , on the s po t . '11he other impor tan t African deve l op-

men t i s t he fai lure of the .. .,uzorewa i ·sion . The Bishop h s been t ol d 

that the £:i:% pre-conditi on f or lifting sancti ons i s t hat the Constit­

u tiona lly entrenched veto power of Rho desia ' s whi te minori t y must 

f irst be removed . Tha t a s t he me s age he got in 'e:;;.hington on d 

whic is being en dorsed by the Con s erv tives in London . And t de 

rea l negotiati ons from here on ill be on ho r, uzorewa can do this 

and sti l l ho l d on to poli t ic 1 power . After all, Nigeria is now 

Brita in ' l:> l argest tra.di ng p rtner in Afr i ca as well a s a ey supplier 
s the mul ti-na tional s h1:1ve shn.wn us 

of oil t o the Uni ted St a te 8 ,an9t in a worla. OI ec<il'To!ffl:c crr srs, ' 

econ omi c cons i deratmons of s elf-interest usually t ake prece dence 
ov ' naroow nati on,:i l is t in tA r ~ At:.A _ ~n nthd o-n +. 
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NEWS COMMEN ~'ARY 

1) The Skyl .b Lesson 
2) C ,r t er Decide s agains t De-con trol 
3) CFtr t er See s Mu zorewa : Fron ·t l in e S t ate s 

warn Br i t ain & U.S . 

] 1or broadcas t on We dnesday 
J uly 11, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good e t ning : The be st news we hav e ha d her e a t h ome s o f ar this 

we ek i s t hat t he governmen t and t h e Opposition h ave agr eed t o f ur t h er 

discussions on elector a l reform: they h ave agreed t hat t he resumed 

di scussions wou l d be c on f i denti a l and ths.t neither s i de would issue 

s t atemeu ts while t rrny are in progre ss • .And s o , f or t he pre sent a t 

l eas t , the u g l y arid s triden tl¥ v i olent scr ef'illl i ng and cursin g on 

e l e c toral r f orm , an d the thre a ts and counter- t hreats , will give 

pl a ce t o qu i et and s ober negotiati on . We must a ll hope tha t this 

apparen t re ·~u.rn to s an i t y i n 'the c onduc t o f our political. a f f a i r s 

wi ll hold and will be·~r f rui t .. The troubl e , and the danger , is of 

c ours e that t he re ar e JIM many runong our po litic a l ac tiv ists an d those 

who would i ncite t hem t o f everish part.;_ s ar1s h i p , who do n o t want any 

atmof:lphere or pea c e and tranquility and c o- operati on: t h ey want t he 

wh ol e pl ace to be ' erup ted'; they wan t strife an d turbul ence ; t h ey 
What 

want fear and c onfu s ion. / .ill .ve can do , and wha t we can let tgem 

lrnow we are do ing, is to m tch them, and t o take n ote of their doin g s ; 

s o that when t he day of v o ting come s around, we can use oull v o tes t o 

expr e ss our disapp1·oval. So watch t h em c lo s ely , a11d let them kn ow we 

are ws.tchin g and waiti ng f or our turn. Tha t , not gun s an d bombs and 

bullets, i s the final au t hority of the pe ople un der our system of 

par l iamen t ary democracy . And what are e , a s c i t i zens of the v orld, 

t o learn f rom t he Skyl ab aff a ir? Firstly , tha t t he bus iness of science 

and sc i en tific de cision- making can n o l on ger and must n o longer be 
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s een as the s pecial pre serve of any one nation and any one group 

of techno l ogica l~y advanced nations. Last year , in J nuary , t he 

Rus s ian nucl ear s pacecraft Cosmos 954 fell t o ear th scatt ering some 

of its radio-active ma tter . For tunately i t f ell i n t he r emo ter 

uninhabite d regi on of Canada. It could have fa llen on Dehli or 

Calcu tta or Jakar51i or SingBapore or Tokyo or Lagos or any other 

heavi ly popul a te d are a of t he world: an d the damage and t he death- t oll 

coul d have been t erri bl e : i t could have come down over us. It was 
radi o-a f alling 

pure acci dent t hat t hat/Cosmo s s pac ecraft f ell where i t di d . And 

t he Russians sen t it into s pa ce 
anybody 

without consul t ing/ u:,:Jn,:li:,: or 
ri th anybody 

discussing/the danger s and possibili t ies of i t f alling ba ck t o ear th. 

And a s with l a s t year 's f alling Cosmos, s o wi th t oday 's f a lling 

Skylab. The Amer i can s con sulte d. nobody. Like the Russians they behaved 

a s though s pace is t hei r pr e s:e:vve to do with a s they ple ase. An d yet , 
doe s 

a s we have seen, the con sequence s of what t hey do,i&BJI: an d li:11:a:a can 

concer n all of mankind f a t ally . They have pl a ced many of these vehiclef. 

i n s pa ce ; they have buried dangerous r a dio-active waste in t he oceans , 

and under t he ear th ; t hey have rele ased chemi cals which have ollu te d 

r i ver s an d ki lled f ore sts. An d almost f our- f i fths of mankind have ha d 

n o say of any kin d i n t he making of the scien t ific an d t e chnol ogi cal 

deci s ions t ha t l ed t o the s e t hings. I think t he world must insist 

on a t l east being consul ted by t he t wo super-powers on sc ien t ific 

dec i s i ons t hat coul d wipe us a ll ou t . An d a t Camp David , ~$day , 

where he has already dec i de d agai n s t t he de-contro l of pe t roleum pr i ce 1: 

Presiden t Car ter me t with Rhodesia' s Bi shop Abe l Muzor ewa who is 
to 

lobbying f or an end/ t he sanctions. An d at an OAU meeting in f araway 
Tanzanian 

Af r ica yester d y a/s poke sme.n gave no t ice t hat e.11 t he fr ontline states 

bordering Rhodesia will see any lifting of sanctions as an act of 

war against all of t hem by Britain an d the United Sta tes . And the 
crisis of racism in Sou t hern Africa continue s t o deepen. Goo dnight. 
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NEWS C · EN T.ARY 

Carter 's Se arch f or Solutions 
Muzorewa & Rhodesian Scn c t i ons 

Caxlton Alexander's Sane Call 
The Fa l ling Skylab 

For broadcast on Monday 
July 9, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Goo d evening : It has been a very unsettle d we eken d, both here at 
unusual 

home and abr oad. I t is not t hat anything s pecific and more/11:Rmax 

t han normal took pl ace: it is jus t t hat an unsettled mood and 

a tmoaphere seemed t o pervade t he whole wide world. F'or one thing, 

People the wor l d over were wondering uneasily just where that 

mons trous 77-ton s pacecraft; Skylab, which is now hurtling to ear th, 

wi ll l and . Will it be over some heavily populated area? If it is, 
pieces of 

it is bound t o do damage and kill people. If/space debris - they 

tell us t here may a s many as 500 such pieces - were to hit any single 

t arget area t he damage and t he death toll could be as heavy as in a 

wor l d-war-two type bombing raid. Bu t we are t old tha t t he pieces 

are like l y t o be sca ttere d over very wide areas, which would make 

any damage slight. But the hard truth is t hat neither we nor the 

experts of the scien t ific community know with any cer t a inty just 

where those lethal pieces of hur tling me tal are likely to str i ke. 

So all we can do is wai t f or Wednesday or earl y Thur s day when the 

pieces of Skylab ar e expected to hit the earth : all we can do is hope 

t hat t hey fall i nto some ocean or onto some uninhabited desert. But 

t here is nothing t ha t the experts or anyone e lse can do about it : 

we cannot stop its falling and we cannot de termine where it falls. 

So we wait, un easily, appr ehesively f or Skyl ab to f all. Andof course 

here at home t here is an un easin ess of ano t her kind. We waitto see 

what come s out of Tuesday 's Parliamentar y debate on the electoral 

re f orm bill, and t he une a siness is because of t he screamin g and 

shou ting and threatening which have acc ompanied t he apparen t c ollapsr 
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of the understandi ng re Ached between the Government and the Opposition, 

In this connection I thought I r. Carl ton lexander' s spee ch of 
. struck 

Saturday n ight/a very welcome note of sanity and sober balance which 

2re especialiy badly need at this time . I t h ink Mr. Alexander is 

abso lutely right when he calls for matters of critical nation l 

importance to be debated in P rli ment, r ather than in the press 

electronic or print . That i s what Parliament and P rliamentary 
are 

democracy/±&: all about: that is where the elect of the people should 

conduct the people's business in the .first pl ace . {hen critical 

national i ssues are deba ted in t he press , rather than in parliament, 

the role of parli ment , the importance of parliament, t he value of 

parli ment, are automaticall belittle . nd you cannot belittle the 

role and the impor tance and the val ue of parliamen t without also 

belittling t he pr ocesses of parliamentary democracy. And there is .no 

ay that anybody, anywhere , un der any circum s t ances can a dvance and 

promote and strengthen parli amentary democr acy by belittlingit. I 

personally do not and I have never seen the role of the press as any 

sort of al t rnative to parliament . The pre ss has an import ant critical 

watchdog ro le t o performp. But nobody elected the press; and a maj or i t J 

of the pJ,ople do not contro l the press as they contro l parliament by 

way of regular and manda t ory elections or rejections . So parliament 

ust be the first and mos t import n t f orum f or conducti ng the peo ple• s 

business . It i s good that r . C l ton Al exar1der reminded us this . 

On the wider world scene we all await the outcome of Presi den t Car ter ' E 

i n t ense search for an American ans er to America• s energy crisis, 

because what Am rica does, or does not do, is b ound to affect us 

intimately, w e t her we liKe it or not • So h t comes out of that semies 

of meetings at Camp David ,and which is expected to be made public on 

'ednes ay, i s something to watch closely. Goo dnight . 
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21) Collapse of El ectoral Re f orm greement 
) Hotting Up the Poli t ica l Scen e 

3) The •\est Predic t s Recession: v'ha t for Ui? 

NE\ S COMD ENT Y 
For broadcast on Friday 
July 6, 1979, 6 . 100~ . m. 

Good evening: The agreement between the Government and the Parlia­

mentary Opposition on electora l reform seems to have come t o a 

drama.tic and startling end . It seems that the l ong an d painstaking 

meetings and discussions spanning many months, have been to no real 

:point , a waste of time , a mis-ua.;e of human energy . It is part of 

the problem of t he un erdevelope d of wastei ng and dissipating t he 

meagre :mesources - human and ateri a l - that t hey have. And so the 

stage is set for the adding of ,more fue l t o an already dangerou s l y 
mai n 

over-heated screaming and shou ting m t ch between ou:m t wo/parties . 

The hot words a.re all about us a lready. The l anguage i s extreme , 

violent, threatening: abuse and invective and name-calli ng take the 

place of argument, reason and debate . So where is thi s likel y to 

lead u s ? hat is it that is likely to come out of this screaming and 

shou ting and threateni ng and cursing which now rent the air? ho is 

likely to benefit from it? And is thi rea ly the best way f or a 

parliamentary democracy to go about the conducting of the bu siness 

of a poor but free people? It would be useful for us to s pen d some 

part o:f t hi s coming wee end trying to think throug some o f t ese 

ques tions . And for b ckground we might take the e con omic real i t y of 

our t i me as a point of departure . Out o·f .. aris thi~ .. or n i ng came a 

re port by the Organisation .f or Ec onomi c Co-operati on and v elopmen t , 

(OECD) predicti ng a rece sion for t he rich Ve s tern coun tries l a t er 

this year . The OECD i s creation of t he r i ch estern countries , set 
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up pecifically to serve ,estern economic in terests. So when it 

predicts trouble for the ajor · e tern nations we h d better take 

it seriously. This i s no t the h a l:f-wi hful propqgand of t he ene i es 
careful 

of the West. And the thing e had better take/note of is tha t any 
gr ea tly 

new rece sion the "ies t is bound to/hurt t hose weaker Third orl d 

eco.nomies ~ hich are depenen den t on t e e st. I f the Ameri.can econo y, 

which i~ already battered , were to get a fur t her squeeze l ater thi~ 

year , tee is no ay that J aica can escape the pre ssure . And the 

est ,ay that f amilies and people and communitiaes and nation s stand 

up under pres ' r e i in unity. A people who re united can survive and 

pull t rough where a people who are divide d will f ai l nd lo se out. 

So where i s this hot ivisive par ty poli ticing taking u s? And , you 

o , t his confidence trick i e a double-edged sword. It is as easy 

for one side to gen er . te doubt an u.ncer tain ty and lack of confi dence 

as it i s for the other . 'o be sure inve stors can be frightened away 

by houting communism . But those s . e investor can a so be kept away, 

in the event of a c hange of governme11 t , by arn ing them tha t commit­

en ts entered into itb t hem ay not be honoured when next there is 

change . So it i s a game t at two can pl ay . And hoever plays it , 

J err.aica i the lon term sufferer . Is thi r eally the way we want to 

go? And t en there i the . atter of demo cra cy - . govern ent by the 

fre .ly expressed ill of t he people - in whose name so much of the 
carried 

sere ing and threatening and cur ing is/ga:bll; on . The simples t and 

os t stark reality about our brand of de ocracy in J aica i tha t 
t he a ree ent of 

you nee d , at the very lea t,/both t e PNP an d t e J LP to make 1 t work . 

P P cannot ma e lie ocr cy ork a lone ; JLP canno t ake democracy ork 

alone. So i f either refuses to co-operate or drops out t he system s 
wi ll mah up. And na ture does not a l low for vacumms -

we now .,m o it /~e~~~l~~i 
political or other ise; s e c l ay s fills them pr e tty quickly. 

Goodnight . 
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1) Crisis: A Prty Political Football? 
2) ig Oil Compani es 
3) b'a-19i~..:.::5~ 1 ± ¾--~ Q" ~J..A--'1-'JHr-· 

CO:MM Y 
For broa d ast on onday 
Jul y 2 , 1979, 6.lOp . m 

Good even i ng: The after-shock of the latest OPEC oil price increase 

continued to dominate t e weekend news, both at home end abroad. The 

increase in t he oca l price of petrol as in itsel f much more modes t 

th n I, for one , had expected. nd if you chec it out you wi l l see 

t h t the govern ,ent has, in this ca e, stuck t o i ts own call to 

eep increases down to 10%. The new price increase on a gallon of 

petrol i emactly 10%. But of course even t his relatively odest 

incre se in t he price of pet ol i s bound to set off pres . .,ure s for 

a ne round of increases in t he costs of all other petrol-based 

goods and s ervices . And we are going to h ve to s tch t his very 

carefully and very closely if we are to n 11:i:Ji contain our inflation 

within tolera le li its . ,hich is why I question hether groups like 

t he petrol retailers are entitled to an almost au ton a tic increase in 

t heir wergins ju t because the price of petrol ha::3 gone up. There are 
have t o go up 

cost which wi l l / iltualllla bee use of the increased price of petrol -

but not everywhere a d on everyt ing. So atch it , p ease. And un e s 

e all show easure of ia. turi ty an of ocial r e s ponsibility and of 

self-re trai nt t her i s t he distinct danger of our allowing the 

energy cri is to joi ng ruti-co unism, the Cubans, the Ru ians , 

guilt-by- associati on,. end who was s een i n whose co pany and where , 
and newest 

a t e atost/party political is ue on hich to divide and confuse 

the nation an so distract it from the hard proble sat hand . nd 

tat wou be a gre t pity. Ur mt i eise by all eans , especiall y where 
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t he criticism could help to improve things; but pl aying party politics 
could only 

ith what i a very real, and worldwide energy cri:3is/c Rlll hurt J ma.ica 

further by diverting ttention f'rom national to partisan approaches. 

So ease it plea e. And it might be useful to examine some figures 

to see who g ins most from the high oil prices hich have plunge.d 

the orld into thi s energy crisis . The propaganda from the est is 

t hat it i s t he wicked 6PEe oil producers who are squeezing the rest 

of the world but t he figures tell a rat er different story. S udi 

abia , the/sin l largest oil exporter in the orld ast year earned 

i an esti a ted 83 5. 2-tho sand- illion from its oil . Exxon or Esso, 

t e largest oil company in the WDrld earne an estimated 60 . 34-

t housand- million . So E so e rned vastly more than S .udi Ara bia - not 

f ar off twice as uch - f.r:om ast year . Iran, the second largest 

producer e arne roughly 20 . 7-thousand-million l ast year . Royal tch/ 

Shell t he second largest oil company earned 44-thous nd- •illion l ast 

year - more than t ice as much as Iran . Iraq, the third largest 

exporter, earned 10 . 8-thou.;) nd-million la t year . obil the t h ird 

largest oil comp .ny earned 34 . 7-thousand-million last year - v.hich 

is more than three times as much as I r aq earned. Number four, Libya., 

earned 9 . 8-thous nd-million to Texaco • 28 . 6-thousand- illion. 

Nigeria , number five earned "'9 . 5-thousand- illion to British Petroleum 

$27. 4-thous .. nd- illion. d so you c n run right down the list. Every-

one oft e big ultinationa l oil co panies e rn vastly ore from oil 

than i tB co parable op1.osi te number from t e oil producing countries . 

he oil belongs to and comes from the E countries but the lion' s 

h re of the profits go to the oil companies . Par t of the OPEC pressur, 
Third \',"orl d 

i s o en this situation which, in the language of/politics, is 

econo ic imperialism on a. t 1uly gr nd scale . Goodnight . 
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Measuring the Diimensi ons o f 
Tne 'ivor l d .i.!.n ergy Crisis 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broa dcast on Friday 
J une 29 , 1979, 6.lOp. m 

Good evening : Beginning on July 1st - which is this coming Sunday -

t he official price o f a barrel of OPEC oil on t he world mar k et goes 

up from $14055-US a barrel to $18 a barrel in the c a se of Saudi 

Arabia and on e or t9o o f the Persian Gulf emirates, ar1 d to be t ween 

$20 and $230 50 a barrel in t he cases o f the other OPEC members. 1I.1his 

wa s t he outc om e of that v ery critical c onferen ce i n Geneva about 

which I to ld you a t t he beginning o f t his weeko .And t he second 

conferen c e I men •tione d , y ou will remember , was t he one in Tok yo 

between t h e leading 'le stern power s and J apan which was a lso concer ne d 

with oil and t he pri ce o f' oil. The results of t he Tokyo conference 

are n ot a s clearcut and specific as tho s e o f t he Geneva c onferen ce . 

The hope had been t hat t l1e United States , Canada , i' e st Eu rope and 

J ,.. pan would arrive at a unifie d plan for dealing with t he energy 

crisis ; and t h e i dea was t hat a ke y part o f such a plan would be 

agreed oil quota s a.n d c~backs. But t he Eur opean pr opo s als turne d out 

t o b e more dr a stic t han t h e Americans and J apanese were prepare d. to 

buy . So a compromise 
and c onservation 

c on sumption/ targets. 
be 

t ha t there would/ an 

whi ch wou ld a llow fo r 
was worked out/wtik each grou p setting its own 

For the United Sta·tes, P-.re sident Car ter ann ounce < 
se t 

oil im port freeze/ at 1977 levels a:nd that t h is 

wou l d be h eld until t he year 1985. Now, t he s pecial t hin g about t h e 

1977 l eve ls is t ha t in terms of t he amount of oml produce d by the 

OPEC countrie s since t he s tar t o f the energy c r isis, 1977 wa s a 

very good year. It ·,'\'a s the ye a r t ha t OPEC production hit a r ecord 

29 . 6-million barrels a day: a.nd t he United S tates, a s u sua l, bought 

u p the lion' s snare of it. The next year , 1978, OPEC producti on 
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dropped t o 27.7-mi llion barr e ls a da y, and pr ojec ti otjs for 1979, 

thi s y e ~~ , are of t h e order o f R l i t t l e over 28-million barrels a day. 

So choosine 1977 r s t he ye rat whi ch U.S. oil i mpor t levels would 

be fr ozen ensured t he b e s t possible level o f oi l impor ts for the 

U.S •• 'fhis point wa s not missed by the Euro pean s and it a ccounted in 

part f or s ome of t h e hP.ra t hing s they s aid a bou t U.So intentions 

about energy . An d of c our s e key elements in t he U.S. news media made 

it s e em t hat it was t he Europe ans who wanted 1977 as t t.e base year 

for any l eve l of f r eezing - which is kn own a s managmrlg and manipulat­

i ng t he news when it is don e by 1.rhi r d 'No:-t·ld state-own or gans and 
'free' journalism 

B.gencie s but p(?rfectly normal/ when done by Western wire services. 

A.."l yway,the key point is tha.t the We st did arrive at o. compromise cut­

back agreement in Tokyo . And t he consequence of this, according to 

one .Amer ican view, is t hat from here on any ec onomic grow th which is 

de pen dent on oil-ba sed energy has come t o a virtual end. And if this 
big an d rich 

applie s t o the/Un ited St a t e s h ow much more must it a pply to small, 

poor Thira \ 'orld countr ie s like J amaica . It was wi th this likely out­

c ome in mind t ha t I t old you on Mon day t hat those two conferences and 

what c me ou. t of t hem, wou! d h a ve a more direct bearin g on the lives 

o f e a ch o f us than any in de pendent dec isions we made f or ourselves • 

.An d still i t s eems t hat n either we , nor most of the rest of the world 

have tak en the t ruli measure and meanin g for our world o f t hi s energy 
and som e o f our o:p1n1on-ma :irnr s, sti ll 

crisis. Some of our leaders,/both here and in the wi der world,/playthe 
old much 

/ poli tics,xa::tkix/like Nero fiddled while an c i ent Rorr e burned. The 
t o 

real and h ar d needs of the time i s for us t o adjust/the . tac~ ~hat 
't,\.v-e.i,,trcv.h~d l(/(':.f~i.~·\ , 

t he old c on sumerist competitive world born o f imperialiW,.mltBJ. based 

on che a p oil ha s gone f orever, and tha t t h e hard chali.en ge is f or us 

to fashion a new world without cheap end abundan t energy in which we 

can still feed an d clothe and house most, if not all, of God's childrer: 
An d there are no quick or slick or cheap or easy answer s. 

Pe a ce and love. Goodnight. 
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1) Budget Debate as Media Event t 2) Ba.ta Affa i r: Danger s of i n LFi bour 
. 3) Discord in Tokyo 

✓r 
NEWS COMMEN,TARY 
For br o 8 dc a ::3t on We dn e sd· y 
J une 27 , 1979, 6. lOp .m 

Terrorism 

Goo d evening: With yesterday's broadcast and televised contribution 

by the Le a der of t he Opposition, and ith to day's broadcast and 

televised contribution by t he Prime h inister, -~he headline-grabbing, 

'media-event'aspect of t he 1979/80 Budget Deba te is coming to its 

closeo After J_r. Eric liell' s reply tomorrow the rest of t he Budget 
-~ 

deba t e will revert to being a straight Parliaman tary affair with 

each s peaker earning t he level of media coverage he or she gets by 

t he quality of the con t ribution. For mys elf, I have very mixe d fe eling1 
of these very 

indeed about the total, unedited presentation of some/Jx«%%~ long an d 

tedious speeche s. Still, mos t peop~e trea t t hem as a sort of word 

variation of 'dip and f a ll back' - listening a l ittle then going away 

t hen coming back . ~ut i t does happen only once a year. A M~tter of 

vastly more serious concern is t he lay- off of some 450 workers at 

the B, ta Spanish Town Roa d plant, and the ma.in reason given for that 

aetion. This is obviously a matter of some complexity and I hesitate 

to comment on the rights and wrongs of the issues under dispute. But 

what I do think we all need to be very clear abou t is the profound 

danger to the whole industrial relations process if violence and 

in tirnida tieo:n, if t he be a ting up of people, be t hey workers of manage­

ment, is brought into play a s part of t he way of resolvin g disputes. 

Like it or not, when anybody punches down somebody else in hopes of 

intimida ting t ha t per son into compliance, the puncher-down is using 

terror t actics. When a group of wor kers beat up some man ager or make 

him sign something on threat of being beaten up if he does not, that 
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is using terro~ tac t ics. ~nd given t he in du s tri a l r e l ations sit­

uati on in J mai ca today , and given t he power and au t hority of the 

trade union movement in J amaica to day, and given t he f act of a 

government in s trong s ympa t hy ith t he l abour movemen t and a Labour 

inister who is as protective of t he r i ghts and in terests of worker s 

a s any union eader , t he use of terror tactics to f orce any issue 

is hi ghl y i rresponsible and downr i ght dangerous t o the i n terests of 

t he workers t hem selves. I t seems t o me t hat it is i mpor tant f or the 

trade uni on movement itself t o t ake a strong st n d against this 

dangerous and de str uctive t endency. There was in deed a time when 

wo r ker s had t o figh t with fists and stick s and ston e s f or the right 

to organise and protect their own i ntere sts. But t ho s e days are long 
t oday 

gone and/the workers have won and en j oy the rights for which an 

earlier generation of wor kers often had to re s ort t o physical force. 
So cool it, pl ease ; and use you~muawheads instead of your fists. 
Jrm:xx±kiBX~IUIRXXXiEtXlll:fXKlllXkllX»-/;. lll:fXXJllr 
On t he t wo conferences i n Geneva and Tokyo , the one on t he price of 

OPEC oi l and t he other on t he Western respon se, t here is very li ttle 
come s out of t hi111ii a deal more 

t o s ay . OPEC/wiiixmut111m:J1:aue:xi:t.11-,:.11xi211:xill&XR!Ul.11: united t han t he Western 

Power s. There is bitter discord between t he Un ited States nd her 

Eur opean allies and no amount of dipl om tic white-was hi ng can al te r 

t he t ruth of t he har sh criticism l evelled ag i ns t the Unite d State s 

by the French Pre sident who s e views reflec t the t hinking of mos t if 

no t all EEC members. So t here will be no e stern unite d front against 

OPEC ' s new price s. The Americans are s t ill no t ye t ready t o , a s they 

s ay , ' bite t he bullet'. But sooner or lat er t hey will h veto: the 

days when i mperia l powers coul d oc cupy o t her people' s oi lfields or 

other s trategi c r aw materia ls a r e over and done with. But America , an d 
-

t hos e of u s who are t ied t o her , may have to go through some very 

turbulent times before t ha t le s s on is t aken ino One shock statistic 
tells it.In 1973 29.5-million barrels of oil a d!3,y e rned OPEC 
$23ol- billion ~his year 28.5-m barrels a day e arned $160-billion. 
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NEWS cot . f 'l'f. y 

' · e Veekend: 
i) Coping ' i 
2) '.r o Cr::ttic 

a) 
b) 

or broadcast on :ond y 
Tune 25, 1979 , 6.lOp.m. 

Ot.tr Dis s ter 
· Con f ere1 ce s; 
OP C Geneva 
CPrter Tokyo 

ood evening: For us here in J. ·aica the main preoccupation of 
ongoing 

the past ~ee end h s been the/buGiness of coping 1th the relief 

effor following the disastro s flooding in We tern Jamaica . And 

it haB ta.ken us all this time - just about a fortnight no - to 

gt tne full measure of the scope and scale and intensity of this 
one 

disa er. the ide of~ thousand mi l l ion tons of water pouring don 
, unendingly, 

steadily/for sever days · over one co paratively small l and area, 
and washing a ay and destroying everything in i ts path, 
x.axa:xkunm«£x%«rlusxi~xu«xaE utxam:«ximmKxa±ua - such an 

idea is not easily absorbed and fully understood: but we have seen 

the deve.station nd the dis ster and o we understand. /ind the elcomE 

news i~ the informa tion that the relief effort has no begun to ave 

soothly and that the ghouls and the vultures who would prey on the 

misery of the people are beginning to be put under · ners. If the 

citizens of the effected ~.reas themselves police d t he relief effor t 

to detect c: n root out any corruption or victimi • tion those twin 
soon 

evil \ ould/xm be ·removed . d it seems to me th t in the very long 

haul that lies ahead if we are to restore ··nu rebuild e tern Jamaica 

there should be no room for corruption or vict· isa tion or, inde d, 

for playing any: kind of partisan poli.tics with this effort. It is 

really all up ~o the p ople and I am sur they can hand e it. 

Ont e interna ioncl cene preparations for two conferences dominat d 

the news o The one conference, that of the repre entatives . of the OPEC 

co ntrie s, open in Geneva tomorrow; and the other, tnat of the leadP 
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of the United s·tates, Cnnada, auutJ apan and \ es tern Europe - the 

world's major oil conswning countries, is scheduled to open on 

Thursday. And what comes out of these two conferences is going to 

have a more direct bearing on the i ves of each and everyone offs 

here in J~ aica then almost any decisions we make for ourse l ves 
dic tate 

independen tly. So both national and individual self-interest/th t 

we follow both these conferences very carefully. The O EC meeting 

will be concerned ith the setting of new oil rices and hethee oil 

production should be cutback further to try and force the world's 

big consumers, pri arily the United States, to consune less. Also, 

Iran's oil spokes an, Hassan Nazih, i~ reported as taking a proposal 

tote meeting to sell oil at one price to the rich Western countries 

and at ariot er, lower price, to Third lorld countri es. If this Irenian 

proposa is Rccepted the expected new oil price~ increases fill bear 

down less eavily on countries like Jc aica than on, say, the United 

States: ana this would be as all .ove in the direction of the new 

econo i c order . But there are formidab e problems to be overcome to 
tiered 

bring about this kind of two-tiir e d pri cing ystem . And, in any case, 

this is not the sort of thing that ce.n come about overnight, so even 

if they agree to it, e are going to have to 
any 

pay/.tk• highe:pr pr.i ces 

decided on until the sy te is put into effect. One of the key concernf 

of the Tokyo eeting il::3 l i ely to be an J,. erican eff ort to get all 

the astern powers and J pan to agree to a common policy to ards 

OPEC. Cne idea is th t i1the .est joi ntly agreed to refuse to pay mor 

than a. certain price for oil , n i f it were to jointly use its own 
ili tary 

economic and diploffiatic and/miii:x ~ and political 'musclep' it could 

force the OPEC countries to hold the lie on rices. One ifficulty 
pre Prea 

· s th t th 1 t · 1 are not/to ke big sacrifi ces 
1 a e opeans n er icu ar . . , · 
to support America 1 s , s ·t :rul rue.L bi ts; ::ind ~u ~ pan s economy ~ 
80 totally e en den t on OPEC oil that t ev r e n£tdgffe d0 [fCAtit& 
all a matter of no ho dSt e h ndl e end no ne q a • g 
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( /"v:1,,,-j ( Common Entrance , ' Free Places' If ~ 1 \p / pose of Education in J•m aica 

NEWS COMM~ RY 
For broadcast on Frida y 
June 22, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

the 

Good evening: The results of t he Commmn Entrance I:xaminations under 

which some 6,009 young J"maicans will be awarded 'free places' to 
.,. 

secon d.g,ry high schools 9 were made public today. For the 6,600-plus 

youngsters who h ave earned thc3e awards, and for t h eir parents and 

guardians, this will be a great of joy and celebration and with 

high ho pe)lt for the future. But for the roughly 29,000 other youngster 

who also sat t he Comnui>n Entranee Examination but who did not 'win' 

free plac e s it will be a day gloom and misery and grief. And so we 
youngsters who 

end up with 6,000/iaxam.aixa&J1.i.11x11x11 see themselves, and who are seen by 

t hose around them as 'high achievers'; and we er1d up with 29,000 

other youngsters wno see themselves, and who are seen by those around 

them, as failures and 'losers' . And I think we might begin by asking 

ourselves seriously whether thffi s is the kind of equity or social 

justice or e galitarianism a bout which there is so much big chat. You 

know, and I know, that children from a certain social and economic 

b a ckground will always come ou ·t on top in open competitions of t he 

Common Entrance type a gainst children who come from a l e ss privileged 

background. The child who is well nourished and lives in a stable 

fam.ily and with electricity and running water a n d access to books and 

magazines will always have the edge over t he under-fed an d poorly 

cared-for child from the ghetto with few or none of the arneni ties. 

This has nothing to do with intelligence; this has to do with social 

and economic a d he a l th cirJOumstim ces. '.L'he poorer children start out 

with massive handica ps, which is why the 'free place' s y stem had the 

70-30 built-in bias in favour for t he primary schools from which the 
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poorer younggters in the society came. And when you have an across-
of 30% 

the--board cut/in such a free place system the poorer children are 

bound to suffer most of the cut and feel the burden most. And all 

this in the name of socialism! And, you know, when you look a little 

closer at the statement from the Ministry of Education that there 

is no cutback in the size of the high school population compared 

with l ast year, that we will have the same 48,093 high school places 

this year as lasj year, you can begin to measure how far we are 

moving back ard. The Demographic Statistics for 1978 laid in Parlia­

ment at the opening of the Budget debate show11 that after alib.owing 

for death s and migration the J Amaican population increased by 28,100 

in 1978. In t he same period the population in our primary school 

system increased by a little over 5,000, and the population in our 

secondary high school system by just under 1,000. So our population 

is growing at a dramatically faster rate than our school places. 

And this, with slight variations, is how it has been every year since 

1970 and earlier. So figures showing the same number of secondary 

high school places for this ye ar as last year are re lly telling us 

that we ar e slipping ba ck, not that we are holding our position. And 

my understanding is that when the shift system was introduced, which 

made possible the increase of the free places to 9,000 under the 

Common Entrance Examination, the intention was to make the shift 

system permanent, and base d on that the 9,000--odd free places would 

become the norm, no t a kind of one shot 'bon anza'. The big school 

population increase in 1978 as compare d with 1977 took place in 

what is de scribed as t he New Seconary or High school system which 

carrie d the very we l come shift sys t em. It was in this stream that 
L 

enrolment shot up from 36,446 in 1977 t o the 48,093 t o which the 
rJe. ~ :rk; 

Minister referred. But mt cannot and (must not l stop theEe. GoodnighJ 
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1 ) Trade Union Unity : A 3rd Force in Po litics 
2) The 'Free School Place Debate 
I) What Non-Aligne d Foreign Policy? 

NEWS COMMEN'TARY 
For broadcast on We dne sday 
June 20, 1979, 6,lOp.m 

Good evening : Ye sterday it was the turn of the Opposition t o make 
reply t o t he Revenue prop~sals 

its opening statement in/%kaxxiiit&&xk•ga%x••~•~• which were 

presented t o Parliament by Finance Minister Eriv Bell l a st Thur sday. 

And Mr. Hugh Shearer who opened for the Opposition mounte d a slashing 

attack on what, borrowing Sena tor Richard Fletcher's phrase, he 

described as "a bloody awful budget" . But since the Shearer speech, 

like the Bell s peech, was broadcast in its totality on both radio 

and television, there is no need to recap on · the high _points here. 

You heard it for yourself and you can make your own judgement on 

both of t he se speeches as well as on the s pe eches still to come from 

t he Leader of t he Opposition and t he Prime Minister, in t hat order. 
might be 

What/±• of great interest t o us here is to ~ey and read the signs 

behin d what Mr . Shearer said, and how he said it, yesterday. I, for 

instance, had the s harp and distinct impress i on of being witness t o 

something strikingly new in the J amaican power political balance of 

f orce s. When he spoke f or the trade unions and announce d t he 

contribu tions of each t o t he Na tional Re lief Fund, and when he then 

announced Lady Bustaman te's contribution of $500 and his own of 

$1,000 - the same figure as t hat of t he Prime Minister and of the 

Leader of the Opposition - it was, in effect, the very casual and 

low-key announcing to the. nation of a united trade union movement 

as a potent t hird force in nationa l politics, and a f orce that had 

the blessing of t he widow of the ~eat Bustamante, and, what is more, 

a force that saw itself as equal in stature with out two major 
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political par ties. If I am r ight in this, and I think I am , then 

J amaican P8:rty poli t ic_!..s is likely t o un dergo s ome very interesting 

changes over the next c ouple of yearw. For make n o mistake a bout it, 

a united traue union movement which sees its role as more than just 

making t he be s t l abour contracts possible for it members, and more 
just 

than/being an affili a te of this or t ha t poli t ica l par ty, is bound 

almost by definiti on to bring into being a whol2 new set o f socio-
elements in 

political cond:ttione. And I rather suspect t hat/both our main poli tica. 

parties a s well as the sun dry i deologists o f the far right an d the far 

left an d the more ba ckward sections of the employer groups, may end 

up r egretting the pa s sing of the old-s tyle par ty- trade- union line up. 

Of course t here are some hard problems ahead . In the e arly days 

especially,the leader ship of someone with the stature and authority 

wi thin the labour moVsement o f a Hugh Shearer is almost indispensible. 

But while a Shearer in opposition is t he i de a l l eader an d spoke sman 

f or a united labour movement, what happens with a Shearer in power? 

'.l'here are mariy other e qually hard ones : but these are e arly days yet 

and I am sure t hey will come out in the wash. What seems for sure is 

t ha t t he old- style politics is go ing oti t rti'f fashion faster t h an we 

t h ink. And this, I think, is why it is important f or our 

to have a proper debate on foreign po licy. Non-Alignment 

capitalist pers pective is bound t o be different from n on-alignment 

viewed from a s oc i a l democratic perspective; and bo th a r e b ound to be \. . 

" different f rom n on- alignment view fr om a communist perspective or 
an d educational 

f rom a f a scist perspective. It would be useful/for the Jamaican 

Parli ament t o debate a resolution s e tting ou t clearly what we mean 
what 

by n on-alignmen t an d/the J amaican pers pe ctive on non- alignment is. 

If we don 't do this the c oncept of non-alignment, a n oble Third World 

concept, may be turned innto another J amaican parJy political f oo t r 
Oo rl,-,.: 
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1) Significan ce of S.A.L.T. I I 
2 ) War Over Oil? 
_3.+--Gb-a-n- - n happy Pr-e-ee-den-t-

I 

EWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
June 18, 1979, 6.lOp .m 

Goo d evening : After the turmoil and t he turbulence of last week an d 

t he weeken d before it, this pas t we eken d was dry and sunny and 

peaceful. Even our partisan politica l sho ting and screaming was 

muted, as t hough awe d by the terrible events of last week; and s o 

t here was a welcome pause, over this past we ekend, in the ranting 

and raving and abusing which passes for political debate. The really 

big and impor tan t politica l nevvw of the weekend took pl a ce in faraway 
well-to-do 

Vienna, t he capita l of Austria,a relatively small/moun t ainous country 

in Centra l Europe with a po pulation of seven an d a half million people 

For it was t here t hat t he leaders of t he world's t wo super nuclear 
over 

powers me t/m::f this weekend to sign a treaty which has been nearly 

seven years in the making an d which could have a direct bearing on 

the lives of all the people now alive on earth. The document which 

President Carter an d President Bre zhnev finally signed e arlier today 
second 

after t heir weeken d of talks is known as t he/Staategic Arms Limitation 
2 

1reaty - SALT/for short. And its main purpose is t o set a mutually 

agreed upper limit on the numbers and types of nuclear weapons which 

e~¢h of the two sides can have during the life of the treaty. It is 

called SALT 2 because it is a successor treaty to a similar one which 

was signed in 1972 and which was known a s SALT 1. An d t he hope is 

that after SALT 2, which is scheduled to last till 1985, there will 

be other similar trea ties, SALT 3 and 4 and 5 and 6 and so on as far 

into the future as possible. An d the basic thinking behind sll this 

is t hat i f the two super nuclear powers can agree between themselves 
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t o have roughly the same number of nuclear weapons, and if they 

cana■11x set up systems by which each can check to make sure t hat 

the other one is not cheating and building more t han the agreed 

number of nuclear weapons, each side will know axac t ly and precisely 

just how much death and destruction t hey can let loose on each other 

and t he world. I nd knowing tha t they can wipe each other out, and 

most of the rest of us in the process, ea ch will be less inclined to 

'take a chance' with a sneak attack on the other. This is what is 

described as the mutual ba lance of terror, a situa tion in which, no 

matter wno star1B it, both sides would be wiped out in a nuclear war . 

And knowing this, both sides will hold back from a nuclear war. That 

is t he basic thinking behind the SALT treaties. And the one certain 

thing about the SALT trea ti e s is that if t hey are ratified and if bo th 

sides observe them strictly, they will slow down the nuclear arms 

race. But t ha t is the only certainty. Some critics say that the only 

way to prevent nuclear war is to destroy all nuclear weapons, anythini 

else, they say, just postpones the day of nucle ar holocaust. Others, 

America's cold warriors foremost among them, do not believe in any 

sort of mutual deterence. They want the U.S. to outbuild the So~iets 
:auclear 

in bigger an d better/weapons: but a not mu°' puglicised opinion poll, 

according to one American 

the latest SALT treaty by 

< f1 .. s i ,..;--,., ....... ' 

radio station/~ found that 

more than two to one. How 

Americans favoured 

the Congress will 

deal with that one in the coming debate will be most revealingo Then 

there is the fact that even without nuclear weapons, the Americans and 
already 

the Soviets/h!:}.ve enough s o-called convention a l weapons to destroy most 

of the world and kill mo s t of its people. Add to this the ugly talk 
from some Western quarters dwindling 

/that in ten years' time or so n a tions may go to war over /petroleum 

and oilfields, an d the prospects for peace do not look so ~ood• But 
the thing which has carried mankind to this point of its history has 
been the will t o overcome and survive which is wha t Carter & BrezhnP 
were a ll About in ViennA this past weekend. Goodnight. 
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1) Afte r t he Fl ood 
2 ) 1979/80 Bu dget Deba te Opens 
3 ) Carter, Brezhev in Vienn a for Salt 2. 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadca st on Friday 
June 15 , 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening : This week ha s turne d out t o be one of the most 

disastrously tragi c in t he life of indepepe.sns J amaicao An d what 

gives t his week 's t ragedy its espe cially painful twist is t he extreme 

youth of s o many of t ho se who perishe d in t he flo oding . When peopl e 

who have a lready lived most of t heir alotte d t hree-score yeaas and 

ten die tragica lly, it is bad en ough and painful enough, especially 

for close relatives and intima te friends. But when young children 

ranging in age from t hree to fifteen die in t his way t he sense of 

loss t akes on an extra di men sion. The se youngsters were just beginnint 

the bitter- sweet busin e ss of l iving ; were jus t reaching t owar d aware­

ness of the magic and t he mystery of being alive on this earth ; an d 

some were j ust be ginning to ask t he big que stions which make of the 
and t he human brain a 

human min d/tut miraculous box of curioi3zty and won der an d daring and 
wide-ranging 

imagination and compa ssion and love and/judgement such a s no t even 
l arge st and 

t he/mo st complex an d sophisticated computer can begin t o match. An d 

when all t his potentia l flowering is suddenly cut off before it ha s 

kKg1Ut pr operly begun t he trage dy is particul arly acute. It i s this 
potential 

awar eness of t he loss of unknown an d immeasur eable human/~xmtEtt±m 

t ha t makes the de a t h of t he very young so hard to bear. Who is t o s ay 

what grea t artistic t a lent or what great moral or r eligious or politice 

wisdom were not lost t o our world when t hose children died? If Garvey 

ha d died as a baby, ·in some accident or disaster, we would not have 

known of our loss because we would not h ve had the record of Garvey 's 

life a s a challenge and an inspira tion. But we did have Garvey and 
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knowing what he has contributed t o the psychologica l liberation of 

black people everywhere, but particularly in Africa, we can use our 

imagination an d speculate on what we would have lost if Garvey had 

died z~xaga in some disaster at age three or six or t welve a s did 

t hose very young children in Western J' maica this week. The dimension 

of our loss in the death of t he se young children is as immeasureable 

as that. Think about it : If Shake speare 's life had been snuffed out 

before he could write t ho se great plays. If Ghandi or Churchill or 
or 

De Gaulle or, nearer home, if Bustaman te/a•• Norman Man ley ha d not 

live d long en ough to grow up we would never have known what they had 

to give t o their world. The que stion is : Would their world, would our 

world , have been t he s ame without what they gave? Imagine for a 

moment that wa Jamaica had only Busllllante or only Norman Manley fr om 

1938 onward until independence : woul d Jamaica be what it is today? 

How can we measure, in terms of human po tential, what we lost when 

we l ost those children this week? Of course, if they had lived, the y 

may have grown up into just ordinary average or even below average 

citizens ; but we can never be sure that one or t wo of them may not 
genius 

have had t hat touch of gglimas which can transform the world and which 

can flourish in t he most unlikely of places. This is why we have an 

especial duty to cherish~ r young. I hope that as J amaica t ackles 

the massive tasks of relief and r e,lconstructi on which now lie ahead 

we will all remember to build for the children, first and foremost. 

Building fo r them mean s doing a very much be t ter job this time aroun d 
( ~ 

t h an we have done in t he past ; and it means careful forw(d planning. 

All the rest of t he news, in eluding yesterday's open ing of t he 1979/ 

1980 Budge t debate, and t he arrival in Vienna, Austria, of Presidents 
to sign a n ew ~~~gic Arms Limitation Agreement, 

C r ter of t he U.S. and Brezhev of t he USSR,/tended to be overshpdowed 
by the tragi c events in Western J maica. Goodnight . 
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A ong- t erm I?l oo d Con t r ol Hhlicy 
Cu t b::wk i n Free Sc hoo l 1->1 a ce s ? 

E'NS CO a}li EN TARY 
For broadc st on Wedn e s da y 
J une 13, 1979 , 6 . l Op . m 

t he rna.ssi ve l oss an d 
Good even ing: The one t h in g t he rain and the flooding and/damage o f 

once again 
t his past week has under s c ore d/is our ver y urgent 8nd de s pera t e n eed 

:for very c ar e fully t hought -out l on g- t er flood contr o l po licy whi ch 

is tru l y nation 1. J 8me ica j u st c nnot go on en dur ing t he kin d of 

l os se s we have experien ced ov er t he past t e n days and s ti ll do all 

t h e i mportan t pr oduc t ive and developmenta l thing s whj_ch need t o be 

done . As i + j_s , the gov e r nmen t is go ing t o ha.ve t o diver t l arge s um s 

of mon ey which was, or which c oul d and s h ould hav e "been put to other 

u s e s , .i n to re pairing t he present fl oo d afu ~ge and givi n g s om e relief 

to t he v i c tims. And t h is is how it ha s been BDt:Ltlt: almo st every year 

since i ndependence and even be.for e o Every .Year we s pen huge sums of 

mon ey clean i ng up a f t er t h e floods ; and t hen we wal.i t f or it t o happen 

a gain in order t o s pend more huge sum s of mon ey on t he s am e cleaning 

up. And this, when you come t o t h ink of it, is a k i nd o f madnesso We 

are wasting , in one s ense , l arge s l ice s o f the national patrimony 

p~ tchin g u p t he same t h ing and t hen w i ting f o. i 1,_ to ~~e t knocked 
d, 1 ' ,__;,;J '-' ~ 1. \, ~ 

down and t hen pa tching i·t u p all over_aga in. An d / ~ p armin g , we 
vi-(., L_ 

have t eam s r eady t o go in to a.c tion r a:sc:ES{)@·~,a,s, the damage i s done. 

An d t h is, wi th respect, is j u st n ot good e:bough. I f t her e had be en 

r eal an d s e~ious f or wa d pl ~nin g f rom t h e very be ginnin g of t his 

nation's in de pen den ce t hen our n a tion a l flood c on tr ol policy would 

have been in its 17th year n ow. An d if we had s pent a s little a s 

$5 million a year on permanent flo o d control work base d on a clear 

and t h ought-out nati onal plan we would 1 by now, have s omething like 
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88 5~ ill i on wor th of - eal p o t e c t i on agai nst f l ood damage . Instead 

we nave, un der bo th PNP an d J LP a dmini s t r tion s , s pent t hat amount 
after-th e- floods 

and much mor e on t h e k i n d of/xR&iX.ti.YK patchwork which is a re action 

t o disa s ·-er ra t h er ·than an an ticipa ting and preventing of i to It is 
a sta te 

t hi s k in d of f olly wh i ch io/:tiuc t rue measure o-f:' t 1at menta.l/m.1111:11ll:U: 

Ji1Dt:e:i:a11nuua:ii wh ich makes f or tmder - develo1,"m en t. Un de r -dev e l oped countr i 
-. 

ew- a.rid peoples t end t o wa s te mor e o f t e little t h ey h ave t han do 

dev-eloped countr i e s. An d s o t he highl y deve l ope d Scandina vian coun t ries 

with t heir very much mor e s avage wea t her h ev e l ong ago built floo d 

con t ro l s y stems t o prevent t he y earl y havoc V'e n ow en dur e. And a s with 

t he weat her , s o wi t h o t he r t h in gs. ve waste s o much o f our subs t anc e 

on thing s t~a t ve s hould pr odu ce f or ourse l ves . Anl instead of ou 
or s epar ate ly and t hink ing out our probil.hs 

l eader s sitting down ·t;oge t he / a.nd p l ann i n g wh a t i be s t f or t h e n a tion 

t hey , i ssipa t e t heir ener g i e s "'n d t ry t o c onfuse us vi th t h e i r di v i sive 

s creamin g and s hou tin ·• h i s i s on e o f the h ar ·er :p ob l ems of be ing 

un der-developed be ~aus e it is a probl em of sta t e s of mi nd wfd of our 
tha t c om l ex 

at ti t u de s t o/:tk2xxx.t:t.ur c orpor c t e c on c ept of t e n a tion an d the in ter-

e s t s of t he n a t i on : which is why s ome Third Wo r l d. l e e r s an d intellect 

uls almo s t rou t i n e l y de f am e and s hor t - ch n ge t ... 0 i r own countries an d 
f or s hort-term se c tiona l inter sts. 

peo pl e/'il~:fl&ltiI:x:mH:.n.®:Jll!Il::i::tJut:xi.x:tBx ll[J1a:;ta And the need t o t h ink this one 

t 1 oug' i s quite a s urgen t a E the need f or a l on g-te f lood c on trol 

policy. ~ :-i d while we n - e abou t i t , l e t u :a urge V'lrn eve r it wa s who 
with the idea s e c on dary 

came up/o f a cut-bac k c f on e- t h i r of t he free/:.rnhool pl a ce s t o go 

b ck an t h ink ga in. Of a ll the t ings J am ica cann o t affor d this 

mu s t be t tbe t op~ of t he list. Cu t the bure au c a cy of t h e Ministry 

of Educa t i on by one-- t 1i d i f you 1u s t, but do n ot cut t h e f r ee pl ,ce s 

re~r 0 c:t il r en by one. Educa t i on i s the mo st critical o f a ll t he 

e l ement: f or freeing ou r s e l ve s fr om t he men t a l i ty of undor--devel opmen t 
and n o Ihird Wo r l d Governmen t with any pr e t ense at s ocial justice 
dare cut ba c k on it, n o ma tter what. Go o dnight. 
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The Week en d Rain : 
D n ger s of Portmore Epi demi c 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For br oadca s t on Mon day 
J une 11, 1979 , 6.lOp . m 

Go o d evenin g : I t h s be en a v ery we t we ek end here in J ma ica ; damp 

everywhere, and f l ooding in l ow-ly i .n g p l . ces. An d 1ior t ho s e J amai c ans 

who live i n t he l ow- l y i ng pl a c e s i t ha s be en a cu t e l y un c om f orta ble. 

·he i r home s An d po s s e s s i ons have been damaged ; some have b e en flooded 

ou t ; and most, especia l ly t hos e wi th small children , f a ce v ery s erious 

he a l t h risk s. \' henever y ou hear or re ad o f r oadways and homes be ing . 
ed 

floodj " n d o f s ewage s ys tems being b lock e d and o f t o i lets b a ck ing 

u p t he f irst concern is usually f or t he a c tua l damage don e which c an 

be me a s ured in dollar s and cents : t h e c ost of a hou s e, t he c ost of 

a c ar pet or an o ther piece of f urniture , or t he c ost of pa t ching a 

wa ll or a l e aking roof. But there i s nother and much more sinister 

re l i t y t o the flooded ro adway s and t h e b l ock ed and ove r f lowing 

s eweage s ystem an d t o t he toile ts which ba c k u p t he was te matter which 

you try t o flush away. And tha t i s t he gr av e danger o f t h e dirt and 

muck getting i nto the dr ink ing wa te r system , n d s om o f it settling 

ana drying ou t in da r k corn ers, an d bre edi n g t he d¾~ a s e s which kill. 

And the f irst, and for the very y oun g , t he mo s t d nge r ou s o f t he se 

dise a ses t ha t c an c ome o f thi s k in d o f we Rt h e r is enteritis - or 

r unnin g belly~ which is s o de adly to li tt l e children wh o are no t 
~ -

v e r y well fe d . Potuted wat er is t h e gr e t enemy here. An d fla t an d 

s pr awling Portmore with its r elative l y y oung p opula ti on of anywhere 

berwAen 60, 000 and 70, 000 s ou l s is, right n ow, an a lmost c l ssic BKK.ll 

bre eding gr oun d f or t h e die a ses t ha t a r e Bpawn ed by water pol l utiono 
and f a t hers 

So will t he mo ther s/of Portmore in par t icu l ar , a s well as a ll t h o s e 
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who live i n other f loo ded l ow-lyi ng areas, pl ease be on guar d. Even 

though t he wa t er au t hor i tie s will do every thi ng in their power t o 

ensure t hat drinkin g wa t er is trea te d , t her e is n o wa y t hat the, :tu,: 

can guarante e t hat no pollution will s ee p into t he system a t s ome 
-j oint or al some ou tle t . An d one of t he easie st an d s a fe st ways of 

guar di ng agains t wate r po lik.u ti on i s t o boil a ll your drinking wa ter 

and all t he wa t er i n whi ch you are goin g t o mi x a.ny baby fe ed . So 

pl ea se bo i l your wa t er and be a.o c l ean a s possible and a t the very 

f i rst sign of r unning belly in li t tle 0hildren t eke t hem to a clinic 

or health centre . And then, when a ll thi s i s over, when t he r a in ha s 

gone and the floodi ng has subsi de s and your home s are dri ed out and 
and i nsist 

your chi l dren are s a f e demand/tha t t ho se who provi ded you with t he s e 

con ditions make amends. Un l e s s you in sist t hey wi ll do no t hing . An d 
or seem t o be , 

what a gre a t pi t y t h8 t s o man y of our politi cal le der s are/wor e 

con cern ed with t he i r own spec i a l p~r t y po l i ti c 1 power game s t han 

with t he hard probl em s o f pl Hce s l i lte Portmore and t ho s e who liv e 

thereo I f hal f t he ener gp and drive whi ch are pu t i nto t hi s point­

scoring party power game ha d gone i nto coping wi th t he problem s of 

Por tmore t hings t here woul d have been much better t oday . An yway , please 

keep your wa ter pure an d clean an d s o keep t he childr en s a fe. And 

t hen demand a bet t er dealo Ne x t, a small bu t i mpor t ant point of 

corr e c t ion oh my commen ts of Fr i day on Presiden t Car t er' s decision 
t he 

no t t o lJft/s anc t i ons agai ns t Rhode sia. ThtJ Ni ger i an Government, whose 
-

var y s trong pre s sure was ma.i n l y r e s ponsibl e for this, s u.pplie s the 

Uni ted St a t e s with on e million barrels of oil a. day - no t one billion -

n d for t his t he Un ited St t e s pays Ni ger i a roughl y five billion or 

5 ,OOO-million a year . So it is on e milli on barrels of oil a day f or 

$5,OOO-mi llion a year. Keep dry an d goo dnight. 
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Rhodesia: Corter Refuses to Lift SP.nc~ions -
A Tri ph for Nigeri an 'Diplomatic ' Pressure. 

COMMENTABY 
For b oadcast on Friday 
June 8, 1979 , 6.lOp. m 

Good evening: Pre ident C rter 1st night ·announced that the United 

States will not lift its U.N. ordered economic sanctions agains t 

R.g.odesia, even though there i s no a supposedly bl ck majori ty 

government in control . By this decision the CP.rter Administration h s 

confirmed the general Third orld judgement thnt lPst April's elections 

in ihodesia under Ian Smith's so-called ' internal settlement • was a 

fraudulent f ce-card . Indeed, in his state ent to reporters ast night 
Ian Smiths 

:r. C rter IDede a point of s ellino- out just how much real power/.tka: 
still 

white minority wi ll/exercise behind Bi shop uzorewa's bl8ck fac e . And 

so, r. C rter s a id, the ifting of sanctions ' would not be in American 

interests in Africa and elsewhere i n the world '. So it was American 
~ictated 

self-interest hich/Jli::i:llii:2 :t111Ii t he C _rter decision • .And to get some 

sort of idea of the n tur of that self-in terest in this par ticul r 

case we need to remem er a few basic facts. And first, and most 

important right now, is the over-riding erican need f or oil . American 

oil supplies for thi~ year are estim ted to be short o~ requirement by 

anyw ere bet een 5% nnd 15 ; end s o e ery b rrel of oil that Ameri ca 

can get is important . ig ria alone supplies America with 1,000-

million barrels of oil a day - ihich i s about 15 of total .American 

oil imports . .Anti for this mass i ve supply f oil Nigeria is paid 

around $5 ,000-million a year by the United States . V en tageria fi rst 

sent its strong diplomatic si§n l s to the Carter dministrationtoward 

the end of April and e rly in ay that it would «a11 wi thold its oil 

f rom anybody who recognised the ho esian puppet r egime the very 
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/...~ o t her 
s tron g ,rightwin g1 grout\ -Of- U.S. Sena t or s an d/Congre ssmen, le d by 

- ------- - ., .. 

f ormer CIA dire c tor Senator Jesse Helms , a n d back e by powerful 

busin essmen with huge inve stments in Sou the rn Af r i ca , in sis te d tha t 

Niger i a c ould. n ot a fford t o l o s e t hat $5,000-mil.i. ion a year she was 

etti ng from t he U. , • fo r er oil. An d so , g amblin 0 on t h e proposition 

t hat Ni geri a n eed.ed t he ir doll rs more than t r_ey n eede d her oil , t h e y 

pushe d t hrough t hat Senate vote on May 1 5 c a lling on the Presi dent t o 

lift s an ctions a ga in h o dH sia . That wa.s a great mom ent o f victory for 

t he r a cists of Southern Afr ica an d t he i.r powerf u l rightwin g a llie s in 

the Western world . And South fr i c a c e lebrated it by defying _the U. :N . 

in Namibia and setting up j . t~ own pu ppe t regi me t here, a n(l l aun ching 

wha t it c alled a 'Southern Af r ica Soli darity Bl oc ' on who se behalf 

it t hen sugge sted t ha t world w2r t hree should be f ought in Southern 

1 frica to s top communism. Ugep i a re s pon ded by tightenin g her economic 

s anction s a ga i nst Sou t h Af r ica , ~hode sia an d I sra e l, an d sent out even 

stronger di pl omatic signals , which t his t i me i nclude d t he excludin g 

o f Br itish firms fr om biddin g f or a hu.g pro j e ct on ender . Wa shing t on 

got t he mes sage, an d so did Lon don. Just a s t h e United St a t e s c ann o t 

a fford t o l os e Ti ger i an oil so Br ita in cannot eff ord to lose Nigerian 

contra cts and marke t. An ~ so we h a d r. Car t er ' s s t a temen t last night • 

.And the new British Fore i gn Secretary h a s s ent out si6n a ls tha t there 

will be no lifting of s an ctions on Rho de sia f or now , ari d t he ma tter is 

n ot like l y t o be discussed in t he British Parliani en t be f ore somewhere 

around Nov ember . And n ope in both London e nd ~a s h i ngton is t ha t by 

t hat time t h i ngs woul d hav e ch ange d suffiuien tly f r a more a cceptablE 

de a l t o be tr i ed . But fo r ~igkt now Ni geria has, almos t sin gle-handed, 

stoppe d the mountin g We s tern pres ure play f or t h e quick endin g of 

s anctions a ga.i ~s ~ Rhode sia , and her eerly recognition• And this is a 
. . Third Wqrld ann 

maJor t r iumph fo r whe; wfiol e non - alignee.n movement. Goo dnight 
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1 ) Of Si t -Ins, Sick-Outs~ Honesty 

~~x ~{if!i~K~~~ ~~~i#o~~fx xffl~t~{~~! Expresion 

3) Self-Confidence & tional Sovereignty 

NE s crn· iEN A y 
For broadcast on 7ednesday 
Jun e 6, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The simk-ou t or work-to-rule or si t -in f orm of industri} 

action is , by definition,a r a t her sneaky form of activity. Those who 

take part in it are really indulging in some form of limited strike 

action withou t c lling i t by that n me . I f it is wor k- to-rule it 

means you show up a"t work but do ittle or no work nd only make some 

pretense at working: if it is s i t-in you do not even pretend - you 

go to ork and do no thing ; and if 1 t i s a. s ick-ou t you stay away fr om 
on strike 

work. And in each case you c a im not t o be/acwa:J:x:fi:.am:xwiu.k a.nd you 

expect to be pai d a.cl t hough you are giving a full day ' s work . And 

this, whatever t e justification and hatever the excuse - and there 

~ere times in t he p st when there was great oustifica tion - this is 

anea y and dishonest . In today's J , maice wor.kers do not l ose t heir 

job for be ing me bers of trade union s; tiey are not dismisse+ y 

b,~ckward managements be e use they are tr de union mili t n ts ; even 

those i n the so-c lle d essential ervices h ve s truck without lo sing 

t heir livelihoods. So why this kind of sneaky action at this time? 

Plese don ' t get me wrong . I think our teacher s h ve h d a r un- roun d 

and I think t hey h~ve rea son to be good and m d . But why no t express 

t he i r anger and t heir pro test in ways that are stra.ightforward and 

upr i ght so that the children they teach ad t he community t l arge, 

and even those ho di sagree ith the, ill be able to look up t o 

the ith respect? And sure ly, i t is not beyond their· it and -

i magin tion~ to devi e forms of protest hich will hit hardest at 

their e plmyers, i nt e forms of t he ini s tries of Educa tion and t he 
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Public Service, rather than at our children? As i t i s , our chi ldren 

are not, generally cpeaking, getting the kind nd uality of education 
our children 

they deserve . Penalising/~Kltll: further beccuse we are angry wi th the 

govern ent may be good pressure play. It is not good for ou~ children. 

_/Ind then tnere i s the i mportant mat ter of example. So ple se t hink 

again. Next, t eon thi ng t ha t I think should be of constRnt concern 

to our politic i ans of all parti es when they drag other nati ons and 

countries in to our loc8l parti san po 1er pl ays i s the matter of 

consequences. For in stance, if there were to be a change of govern­

ment after the next elections, whenever they are held, would the 

Cubans want to continue the very real he lp t hey have given J ::imaica in 

the fields of he 1th and construction after ell the nastiness which 

has been directed at them by those who would lead such a government? 

You Psk the people of e stmore land what woul d h .ppen to them if the 

Cuban doctors were withdr wn. And no matter who for s any future 
and no m tter what its ideological posture, 

government of J ica,/diversifica tion of trade and commerce is going 

to be the name of the survival game f or Jamaica . o survive we are 
business 

going to have to do/with a ll kinds of people ~nd a ll kinds of political 

system - provi ded always that it is in Jamaica's best in terest to do 

so . So if we mus t have witch-hun ts let us hunt dometitic witches. An d 

will the wi tch-hunters p ease remember that t e Jam ica Cons titation 

i tself guar antees to e ll J 8maicans, without exc ption, freedom of 

as oci t ion nd freedom of expression. So wi tch-hunting i s itself 

contrary to the spirit of the J amaican Consti tuti on. A.pd remember, 
~ ~ ea:~ i1¼> ~ ~ ~ r""; ~ 'ft. 

nobody can make you believe hat you don't ant to believe , l so there 
~~ 

is no r e 1 need for the terrible Lfear hich i the breedi ng ground for 
J,l 

witches and t r1ose who ou d hunt them. It is creally a question of 

i rselves to deal ith the hole wnether we h ve enough confidence n ou , · -
wide orld on our own terms and in our own interest. That i wha t 
nation 1 overeignty i ~ re -lly a 1 about . G66dnight . 
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I Business & the Number s Game : 
Many KGB, DGI 9 CIA, MI5 etc, etc.o ? 

C . ENi'ARY 
For "broa dcast on Mon day 
June 4, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

\L 
Good evening : The l atest round o f the artif~al ho~ting up of the 

party on 1 

loc a l/political scene is tak ing/a r a t her J ames Bond- type form. We 

are told that KGB ( Soviet) and DGI (Cuban) agents or spies, are 

crawling all over J·amaicao The Le ader of the Opposition on Saturday 

night told a party banquet that, and now I quote : " ••• our own reports 

tell us that there is something of the order of 5,000 Cubans operating 

in and out of J ama ica now". He did not tell 1u1 his audience the 

number of KGB s pies wh o were opera ting here but he did name twoRussiam 

wh o are in J Bma ica with the Soviet Embassy an d whom he described as 

'highly r a ted intelligence officers' whose presen ce here underscored 

'the importance which Russia pl "-"' ces on J amaica'. Now, I am not to o 

clear as t o just wh a t is me an t by t he s~atement tha t 5, 000 Cubans 

are opera ting 'in an d out o f J·amaica ' • .Does it me an t ' a t some of the 

5,000 are operating in J ma ica, a n d some ou t side J ama ica? And if s o , 

wha t a re the numbers who are a llege d t o be oper ating inside J amf.I,ica.? 

~n d what t he numbers outside? An d why c1 r e we intrested in what the 

Cuban s ar e a lleged t o be doing outside J amBica? Or, does the 'in and 

out of J amaica' me an that the alleged 5,000 are re a lly based here 
elsewhere 

and carry on their activities/from a Jama ican ba se? And if this 

latter is t he case then we ha v e the que stion : 1hy would they do such 

a demnfool thing? Anybody who tries to c arry out any kind of secret 

opera tion out of Jamaica must h ave huge holes in their headso We are 

renown for not be ing a ·ble to keep anyth ing secret. Not even what goes 

on in the Ca binet. So no self-respecting s py organisa tion is likely 
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to use Jamaica as a base from which to operate 'out of Jamaica'. 

Indeed, t he CIA which ranJ a very tiny 'shop' here during those rough 

and tough days when Mr. HBary Kissinger's people 'leaned' on us, and 
l oca l newspaper 
t he/headlines screamed : 'Kingston Burns' - that tiny CIA shop had 

dozen or s o 
t he names of all its/operatives pamphleteered up and down the country. 

And you know, and I know, how well informed and even over-informed 

J amaicans in such faraway places as Miami and Toronto and Washingt on 

and New York are about secret goings-on here in J amaica even before 

these things happen. So J amaica as a sort of big spy base would be 

ou t in my judgement. But I could be wr ong and we may indee d have this 

kind of big spy base here. But in that case you can be very sure of 
.An d thm.s i s : 

one thing./The other spy organisa ti ons in the gre a t big world are 

going to f omlow suit and set up their own spy bases hereo And s o the 

CIA and MI5 will enlarge whatever shops they have here now: and the 

Royal Canadian Mounties, and t he French Deuxieme Bureau, and the West 

GermMi and t he East Germam Md the Israeli spy organisa tions will 

not wan t to be outdone and will all try t o match that alleged 5,000 

operating in and out of Jamaica. Just think of it : at total of 

roughly 40,000 spies of %X~ all t he spying nationalities in the world 

operating 'in and out of J amaica•. It could be very good business for 

J amaica, especially if these people live in the style and on the 

scale we have been le d to believe they do by the J ames Bond and the . 
I Sapt and other such stories. But then the question arises : Why? Why 

would all these spies wan t to go crawling all over J amaica while the 

whole wor ld looks on and the simplest J am aican can identify each and 

everyone of them : the non-English s peaking by their broken English and 

accente d s peech ; and t he English-speaking by their different Md 

di stinctive a ccents?Wi thtlitrie latest da t e 1 .for Armageddon Day just six 
on ear vo.s.r "~1-t.,t.,o tl3 

mon~hs a way, what/would all these ,s pies want from J amaica? ,. Go ~.<iD.~ i h+ 
Inc1.den tally, the Cuban Embassy says there are oply~ O 6uoa~ lfere' 
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1 ) \, ge s Pr ices & Hol ding Strai n 
2) Esca ating olitics of Oil 

I~ 
3) Uedia ebate: the control of i deas 

·s CO .lw Er T RY 
For broa cast on Friday 
J une 1, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: ele phone rates go up 10% as f rom t oday; on ednesday 

of t his v eek the price of most of our soa p - both toilet and 1 un dry -

as increased; on last Sunday's ' Exposure' programme on this station 

in w ich both the . inis ter of blic Utilities an d the Chairman of 

the Ja aica Public Service Company took part, it c e out that 

electricity r a tes are almost certain to go up. And the people who 

do the daily or wee ly household family shopping ill tell you tha t 
f ood 

excep t for the handful of ti htly controlle / i terns, t he prices of 

a ost everything else keep going u p. The prices of paten t medicines 

an drugs seem to go up capriclhously on a ort of week-by-week basis 

and ~o e people now go from pharmacy ·to pharmacy bee use the sa e 
may 

item/be found for a fe cents less in one pl ce than a.nother. And 

these e thing appli es to clothing and footware and hou 'ehold utensils 

And nobody sees to care or be eriously concerned about these 

erratic price movements . And, of course, where t hings Ar e short, as 

wi th car part an t he . i ke, t he prices re what the r cket can stand. 

t he s t ndard excuses and jus tifica tions are in flation an d 

deva l uation , even where these do not realiy apply. And so e have, 

it rare exce ptions, t Li open season on prices . d t he thing t ha t 

t e govern ent as t o f ace, the thing th t ha brought org nised 

l abpur together to conf'ront t e govern ent n t he priva te sector , 

i t he brute f act t ha t in a situa tion where you have 'open season I on 

prices an d profits, you c nnot h ve a closed season on wages alone , 

I . '1 •• or no I •• F. If there Pre only token restrain t s on prices then 
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t ere must be the same token restraints on wages: if the commitment 
to be 

t o restraint is/v olun lisry and a promise to • try ' on the part of 

employers, including t he government as an employer , then you cannot 

ask for more from the workers . Al ready, the workers and the poor 

generally, h ve carried the main burden of the massive economic 

hardships of the past few years. You o:annot, in conscience, expect 
And they wi ll not , in any c a se go on doing it . 

them to go being the ain bearers of this burden . /So if there is to 

be a holding strain on wage s then there must be an equal and an 

equ lly measurable holding strai n on prices . Unless this government, 
in both sacri fice & reward 

and this society, faces up to this central fact of equi tyj then, I 

think, we are in for further grief a the worldwide escal ation of 

the politics of oil continues . Already, the 'most powerful nation on 

earth' is besieged and rendered almost impotent o f decisive ac tion 
desperate 

by its desperate need for oil . And in this/efutuation a fu l l 64% of 

its people, ccording to a Lou H rris Poll m de public this morning, 

still do not be l ~eve that there is a real oil crisis ; they believe 

the oil companies are trying to rip them off. And any society which 
"1~ 

has this kind of deep distrustf and suspicion , and[ areas of ignorance 

must find it immeasurably harder to d al with its problems than a 
MJ i7' jta.C,L,!"i ,~ 'o.. 

society which trusts itself and its leaders Land accepts the f acts 

because it is usually told the truth . And this, . i:n c i entally, also 
~ lCA'lA. Very many 

tells us something very important about the [ news edi·a . /1i.a•~ ordinary 

Americans are almost as suspicious of hat t ey are told by their 

news media as they are of Bi g Labour , Big Government , Big B s i ness , 

Big Oil, nd the like. And so they don ' t believe the t ruth of an oi l 

crisis which is all too real becvuse they do not trust t hose who te l l 
them thi s truth. I do not think J"' aica wants to go that rou t e, even 

on t he dvice of Freedom House . To survive this orldwide crisis 

J aicans, all J maicans, not just some, arld not just the politically 
p r tisan, need to t rust each other; and we will only t r ust each othe~ 
and pull t ogether when we share bo t h r eewards and s a crif ices equ lJ ~ 

Goodn i u h+. . .J 
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1) The Pro s & Cons of t he Hanging Debate 
2) Rhode sia 's New Cabine t 
3 ) South Afric a on Wor l d War Three 

on Wednesday 
6.lOp .m 

Goo d evening : The uestion of capital punishment - t o hang or no t 

t o hang thos e convicted of murder - is t he t opic of the moment her e 

in J ~maica . An d it has resulte d in a vast out pourin g of s ound an d 
invo lved 

f ury and pa ssion which has don e little t o make the issue s/ an y clearer 

t han t hey wer e be f ore t h i s l a t est outbreak . Those who are in f avour 
it, 

of hanging ar e den ounce d by t ho se who ar e against/a s'the blood-thirsty 

ma j ori tyt, a s though blood- t hirstiness and ma jorities go t ogether : 

an d t hose who are against hanging are denounced by those who are in 
minority 

f avod of it a s/ leftists or communists or bleeding he arts or radicals. 

An d so you end up in t he one case with a sneering, whether intende d 

or not, at t he ma jority for holding,i a certain view ; and you end up 
~"Mf.b~ 

in t he other case with a condemning of t he minority view by Ll abelling 

it subversive. An d wha t ever else t h is kind of confrohtationist 

posturing do es, i t doe s not help us t o t hink our way through what is 

r eally a very complex and difficult problem. 
cvJ.e--1M~ 

persuade or convert anybody by abusingLthem . 

those who are against hanging have a m ssive 

You do not educate or 

Afl d it seems t o me tha t 

educa tion job ahead of 

them if t hey ar e t o persuade the rest of the society t o at least 

examine t heir side of t he matter with re a s on and t oleran ce. And in 

t he democratic process t he views of ma jorities, however misgui ded, do 

ma tter and have to be t aken into account. Bu t this is n ot the s ame 

thing a s saying t ha t governmen ts must slavishly reflect t he nar r owest 

of ma.Jori ty views an d prejudice so The ch llenge of leadership ~ :t;o ----r 
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is t he people, 
at its very be st i s t hat i t/a l ways a step ahead of x%kaxxaa, of 

and e duca ting 
t ho se it l eads, stimula ting an d challenging/them t o great er effor t,to 

· to clear~r 
gr ea t er under stan ding and/the/gxaa%xpercep tion of impor t ant social 

issues on which all pr ogre ss an d change must be ba se d. This, r a t her 
present is 

than t he/pr o an d con cussing an d shou ting on hanging ,/what is nee ded 

a t t his time. An d this, let us note, allows f or a healthy an d creativ t 

and dynamic relationshi p ee tween t he minor ity with one view an d t he 

majority with ano ther . The issue, it seems t o me, is not who is right 

or who will win over this question of to hang or not t o hang. The 

r ea l i s sue, it seems t o me, i s t he kin d of society we want t o create 

and the kind of people we wan t J maicans t o be and to bec ome in their 

dealings with each o ther . I thought t he commen t s by t he l ady named 

Hazel Brown which appear ed on t he f r on tpage of t his momning' s Daily 

News touched on s ome very key i s sue s. And s o di d t he points raised 

by Bobby Fray here last night and Bar bar a Gl oudon' s Stella column 

t hi s morn ing . And you know , laws, an d t he concept of t he rule of law, 

and of social justice are all _as dynBllJ.ic, as changing and evol ving as 
W ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ -p ~ww:t want 

life itself. ( And for ryself I would , like Hazel Brown ,/to s trive f or 

a s ociety in which ~anging i s elimina te d excep t in very extreme and 
The question is : How t o get ther e. That, rather 

special c ases./illlaxixamXRa%x~axmmltllXm«xxxamxu.inxx%kRXJD:xaaxax t han 

all t he quarreling and cussing tha t is now going on, is what I would 

like t o se e discussed an d de ba ted an d rea sone d about. An d fin a lly an d 

very briefly. Bish Muzerewa to day announce d his new Cabinet for 

Rhodesia and it consist of only his faction an d Ian' Smith's. Smith 

bec omes Mini s ter without Portfolio - t he r eal white power behind the 

black mask. An d in welcoming t he new setup t his mor ning the South 

Af r ican Pr i me Minister in effect invited the Western World t o fight 

· world war t hr ee over Southern Afri ca ij the Cubans and Russians wer e 

t o step up t heir help t o the free dom fighters. Goodnight. 
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-EYt S COn n Tt, Y 

End o f ) 11 Hope Fo r Soc ~ a 1 Contrc ct? 
rgy Crisis & Gloomy Economic Foree ts 

i eria Ti ghtens Its Oil Boycott 

For broadcast on oa day 
f- y 28, 1979, 6.l0p.m 

Good even in g: N • Hug!z Shea.i-:-er' s sta temen t at the annu 1 general 
of the :SITU 

assembly/ t his P"' t weekend th t t he book i .:> now losed as far a. 

the pro pose d social con tract Le; conce ne wol.~il.d seem to end any hope 

of the t idea now ge tting off t he groun d . For al though he was spenking 

to a ITU g ,thering, ,.,'ir. he rer \ s a lso expreosing the views of 

a t le,..,st four other tr"de tmions - if not t o.3e of the entire trade 
on t ~e social con t-rac t 

uni.oz move ent. I n the n e oti tions/bet~ een t he unions, the govcrh-

n t and t l' e e player 6--roups, ~nr. 3hearer i the spokesman f or the 

HTU , t e _ ·u, JALGO , the 1UC an .J POi:E. And i ''· i -> reasonable to 

aBsume t a t the vie s he expr es ed on ::::a t urdey as a fair represent-
of -the views 

~ t ion/ of 1 f ive un i on a. An if t } ese unions reject the social 

contract i n its pr e sent f orm then t here i s no way that th t c on tract 

coul d vor.u., no n, tter who e se mr-, y support it. ~.ae agr ee ien t of 

orgru1i ed .L bvu.· i t he one ess<:n1 ·tial ingredient in this c se. The 

government an d orgcnise~ bour, by t he ~selves, could \Or k a socia l 
entire 

contrac t of uorts, even if t ·e/b ·sir1ess comniun i -ty a.n the politic" l 

opposltion ere oppose d to it; on t he ot er h nd, ·t e government and 

the bu~in e~ · co unity and the political oppo :-5 i tion combined, could 

not ~ork any k i nd of oci l contract i f org ni8ed abour were oppo3ed 

t o it . 'h i s i jut a f Rct of current J~ , ican lif e , ,het er we like 

it or not, ae t t er we ap rove of it or not. An , you ' IlO , .. he basic 
the unions 

tbings/ix»ana -B ,ed for were no W1ren.sonable. flt. -y -.an ·t e some kin d 

of en . t i - l ayoff l a·· an t ey w ,te d more tan jus t verbal promi s e 
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incr nses 
to ' try' to eep pri e/3 own to th- s 0 me l evel s wage incre ~es, 

and t hey wan ted a firm commitment th t more j obs would be cr i:> ated. 
e re 

1.t'here/other issues t hat they a lso pr_ ' sed f or but these were the 

'Key ones t h e union ' c.n ted as condition for en doruing the socia l 

contrPct. IL union s got 11 0 clear co · i tmen t on MY o f these points 

which i · why lLr . • h e .rer called t e book closed on c-; turday. .... i ke it 

or uot, t he unions and t heir members ..,re n o t pre pared t o accept being 
proposed 

the only ones c a lled on t o a.Ke s crifice s f or t he/s ocial contract • 

.::io v here do we go from here? · 1 e next rr,ove n ow i n up to t he govern en t 

end t he pri v _ te sector groups. And ha tever move "they decide on, 

jointly or sep~ra tely, will no t t-e e an eas ier by t h is morning' ... 

gloomy e c n omic forecPs ta,e out of hl!le Unite .::i t a t t1s . .,erica' s 

i nfl tion rate, which had seemed t o be en.sing off a little, bas be en 

forced up 0 a in bJ t .. e latest round of oil price increaseA ; an d nt 

the s e ti :e there is a s l owi .ng down in e co:nomi c ctivi ty, a notice-
s. 

able decline i n outpu t , end th<i: .fir.3t signs of /growing unemploytient, 

e speci a lly an: ong the bl cks n d the young. Ln d apart frmr. C ,li.fornin.' s 

odd-even petrol r ticn i ng y te t nere is as yet no coherent energy 

policy ta.king h pe in tn~ ni ted ' tates .. A.11 of hich means that 

t hin.:;;:.s could ecome very unco .. fortabl and very ugly f or lu:nericans 
over t he next 
E!!D«ErXX.!!W t {elve onths or :llOre. An since our e con omy i s o 

de pendent on t e er iean econo y we c nnot avoid c .., tchi n cold vhenev 

tne snoe.ze, h ich i the strongest ar en t for econo uic diversific-

ation. ·vhat co • poun ., erica • ~ troubles even ore is that Ss.udi Ara b i• 

i no lon ,er her c o est fri end and efender in OPEC; nd .Nigeria, 

which i · now A er ca' ~ ·c ond l nr ge , t su plier of oil, h ~ decided 

to tighten her eco.no . i c boyc o t t gai not Hhod0sia, ..-.,outh ~fric n nd 

Isr a el. And of course Nige r ia' , i n econo :le wee pon i • her oil ~h:ich 
s e y i thold from anyone ,i:h0 tr de s i tn or supplies -~ hoc esia , 
. outh Af r i ca and Isr a e l . Some hard ones for es i en t C .rter. Goor 
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NEWS COrJ ,EN 'f. 
For broadcast on Frid y 
iay 25 , 1979, 6.lOp. m 

Go o d evening: Here on the domestic J a ican politi cal scene the 

most interesting recent developments which need very close study and 

carefuly thinking about are , firstly, t he ste pping up of the cam paign 

to try and force the government i nto c a lling e arly general elections ; 

and , se condly, t ne insistence of tne vorkers P rty of J aica that 

it is en t ering into an electoral a llian ce with the PNP even though 
of t he PDP 

both Prime Minister nley and the executive cornm.i ttee/beve rejecte d 

out of hand the idea o f any such alliance . To begin with the pressure 

play to try and for e ar l y elections: this is, of course, nothing new 
an 

as J :-:imaican par ty po litics in recent years has tended to be/almost 
imitation of an 

unending/election c amp ign . i, nd this endless campaigning and this 

endless pressuring for new elections ha c ontributed almost as much 

s anything else to the disturbed and unsettled mood i n the country, 

which i s then used as a f Jt'°t her argument f or stepped-up calls f or new 

elections. This time around the camp ign i s around t arget da te of 

October; and the talk i t hat elections must be held by October . And 

thi s time around one of the scarify i ng pr es 8 ure poin ts is the rumour 

t hat i t i s the IMF hi ch i insisting on new elections. So pl ease 

watch this one very carefully. ft. s k yourself : I it bu~ine ss of the P 

which i s an internation 1 money-lender who i s here at t he request of 

the 2m ican Government, t o tell any governmen t o f J maica when t o 

hold nati on .1 election s? An d , more impor tant, will any government of 

J•3maica, be it PNP or JLP, submi t to such an in s truction if it were 

given . 

~ IX.., 

Think about j t ~d decide .for yourself h ow f easible this i\.~1-

i-'. it._ ~JtLAk ~ Lt 1t;__uu. Lt~-
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Next , sk yourself just how feasible the rumoured Oc tober target 

date for e l ection s re lly i s . The JLP hRs s id that i t does not 

want to fight ne elections under the old electoral system. So the 

question is 'can new electoral system be worked out, be debated and 

agreed on by all the par ties ~nd then be put in place in time for 
ost un l ikely . what woul d be 

October elec tions?/ So tne real que s tion is: Wha t is/the point of such 

a ~tepped up campai gn forte cal ling of elections betwe en now nd 
the 

October? Is it to 'erupt• ft country eaa little more and so distract 

us f rom t rying to cope with t he hard and h rsh economic probl ems? 

Next, the PJ' electoral alli ance . Now, the cen tral fact about any 

a lliance - electoral , pers:onal, national, what you will - is that it 

t akes mor e than one side to a.ke it. I f only on e s i e wants an allianc 

nd the· other or others do not, then there is no a l liance and there 

can be no alliance . So why the WPJ i nsistence? It seems to me t hat 
field its own candi dates to 

once t he WPJ had decided to/f ight the next e l ections ther e ere only 

two option s open t di it : f irst, to f ight the two electoral giants on 

its own as e third party and risk the oblivion which has be f a llen all 

previous third p rties which have rushed into J ,,maican elec tDDal 
second, i f successfully 

politics , or/•i:a• to try to fo r ce an alliance which,/2.txll1ta:t 

pulled off , could men one or two seats in arliament, or at the ver y 
even 

least , could mean the surviva l of t he par ty/after ar1 elector l 

defeat . The catch here , the flaw in this WPJ strategy from t he point 

of view of the PNP, is tnat in ei ther case the PNP would JlK stand to 

l ose: i f t e ~ PJ won any seat i t would mostj..J likely be at t he expen sE 

of the PNP, not the JLP; simil rly i f any a llmmnce wi th it went down 

to defeat, the surviva l of the iPJ woul d i n f act be at the expen e of 
hard 

the PNP. So in terms Qf the straight col d-blooded/f acts of J qmaican 
such an all iance 

e l ector l politics/can, in t h4 short run, only benefit the PJ and 
the JLP, no t the PNP• And J emaican electora l po l iti cs is by defi ni t5 
short-run pol i tics 1_ . GQo dn ight . , I. ,- . 

. l'f- t{. J i.l-jpcf t;_ ~ ~ ~ V~ • 
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1) Labour Day, 1979 
2) U.N. Anti-Apartheid Sessio,n 
3) Honouring Our Own 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
May 23, 1979, 6olOpom 

Good evening: Labour Day, 1979, this Labour Day, may well be 

remembered in the larger history of the world not because it is a 

Jamaican occasion but because on this Jamaican occasion a special 
. 

session of the United Nations Special CommitEtee Against Apartheid 

met here in Jamaica to do honour to six outstanding West Indian 

leaders and to plan the final attack on the ci tidal of racism in 

today's worldo So on this Labour Day of 1979 you can, if you want to, 

see and make a clear connection between past, present and future; 

between Jamaica and the Caribbean; between Jamaica, the Caribbean and 

Africa - and so, between you and I and the whole wide worldo Apartheid 

which is just the latest and ugliest of a series of ugly names for 

racism is under attack by the United Nations and because of the part 

it has played in the fight against racism Jamaica has been chosen 

to be the seat of this session of the Special United Nations Committee 

When the record of thefo fight against Apartheid is finally compiled 

Jamaica's place in that record will be a proud and honourable one -

with yesterday's honouring here of Marcus Garvey and Jose Marti and 

Dantes Bellegarde and George Ppdmore and Sylvester Williams and 

Franz Fanon being a very high pointo All these men were West Indianso 

And yesterday's honouring was essential of West Indian fighters 

against racism - which is why other illustrious naraes in the struggle 

names like that of W.E.B. DuBois and Kwame Nkrumah and Wallace 
Albert Luthuli 

Johnson and Martin Luther King and/N.eri:xrurxMx«ii&.ia and Clement Kadali 

and a host of others - were not called 0 Clement Kadali, for ir.stance 
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pioneered trade unionism for black~in South Africa in the early 

1920s, at a time when blacks had been so brutalised psychologically 

that even they doubted their common humanity. And some of you may 
the great black American scholar 

recall that it was/W.E.B. Dubois, once the enemy of Marcus Garvey 

but a great Pan-African and Garveyi te later in life - it was DuBois 
1910 or 1912 

who at the very start of this eentury, in 19IDID or 19ID2, made the 

prophetic declaration that the problem of the twentieth century is 

the problem of the colour-line, the problem of the relations between 

the darker and the lighter Eace3 of men in Asia, in Africa 7 in America 

and in the is~ands of the seao And this century of ours, as no other 

in recorded history, has been bedevilled by the problem of racism. 

And as men grappled with this problem it has become increasingly 
over the years 

clear/that behind the face of racism was the reality of the will to 

economic and political control: the control of resources, the control 

of energy, the control of technology, the control of ideas. And the 

thing that runs like a strong connecting thread through the lives and 

uork of the six Caribbean leaders who were honoured yesterday is the 

steady fight of each to rip away the mask of racism and so reveal the 

naked will to power behind it. Race and racism were the tools and 
clearly 

once this was/recognised the real struggle for economic and political 

control could be engagedo It has taken a very long time, nearly all 

of this century, but we are getting there at lasto The peoples of 

Asia and of Africa and of America and of the islands of the sea have 

begun to recogtjise the reality of economic and political control 0 

P~d everywhere you see, willy-nilly, willingly or unwillingly, grace­

fully or gracelessly, the transfer of economic and, therefore, real 

power, to the dark-skinned natives in their own lands. The ppocess 
hes only just started, and Southern Africa is now the focal point of 
resistance; hence the Special UN Committee meeting hereo And by honour: 
our own we assert clearly that t h e problem of the 21st century will 
h ave nothing to do with racism; we are settling that one in the closint 
days of this fcenturyo Goodnighto 
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Cyrus V1:1 c e i n Br i t i n 
The Con tinuing Energy ri i s 

N .. ,·,s co ,. 1 • .E.N 1 .RY 
For br o dc a t on ,, on day 
~ay 21, 1979, 6 . l Op . m 

Good evening : 'he pr e sence in 
I raqi 

Pi ica , nd i n the " i er C ri bbea.n, 

of a l nr ge (I.Pq4. 1;U sion, he ijde d by no less a person t rm t he Vice-

... esi den t o f Iraq , Pnd t he anner in w ich tha t ji 'S ion hRs been 

r eceived in bo th :Brazi l n 

i s certain to be r ece ive d i 

uyan a r n d now , here·, nd in h ich it 

i t> c. pre t ty ccura te pointer 

to some oft e very critica l ch nges whi ch hcve t ken pl ce i n our 

world , nnd hich r e still t ing pl c e in our world . Ten years 

ago no de l eg a t i on from I r al.J. , no tter ho he a de d it, i ould have 

ma de t hi .. k i n of i pa c t i n t his par t o f t h e orld . ft.nd I t hink it 

i s e f a i r guess t •t i f t11i ' present i Bsion er e t o jue:,t suggest 

t h t it i 0 t b interes t ed in vifii ting ··,,f'l s h i ngton e very'bo y would 

f a l l over t hemselves to " i.e ::3U C h vi s it possible. An d t h tis 
a s 

a e a ur e of t ne power of oil . I r aq/ix t e t hird l r e..;t exporter of 

oil before t he Ir n i an revo l u tion . At t h t ti ie S u i Arabi exported 

ju~t a o t t hree 1 d · n lf ti es as mu ch oil s I r aq , n d · Iran 
since 

expor t ed sligh t es than twi ce a much. I ran h,. u/•11 cut ba c her 

o i l expor ts dr ~stica ~ y so a · t 4ou I r a q i s still t ird, it i s a 

very much o e si~ific n t t hird t han it was be fore t revolu t i on 

i n Iran . il i s power ; ct in toctay t s en r gy hungr y ·orld who has 

oi l has t he power t ha t c o and t he t tenti on of the or l d . d if 

you Ave w t che recen t develo ent closely you 1i gh t just h ve 

s een the ver y fir t hints t t at l ea some of the oil- rich coun tries 

are begi nning t o use t eir po er t o erve cert in b~ s i c Third orl d 
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I 
ends. On e exa ple was t n t very quiet di plomatic Wr• rningfrom Nigeria 

I 
t o t he c~-rter /. dministration t at any swift recogniti on of t he 

pu ppe t b ck regiJJje in ho esia could jeopr r dise Ni gerian oil 

supplie s to the U. S . Another was t hat renewed Venezuelan ove, 

under a ne e i dent, for t he setting up by OPEC o f that 800-million 

dol ar fund t o help poor '1'.hird orld co n t ries de l wi th t heir 

ener gy problems . et , no t her is t he pparent un erstanding arrived at 

L s t wee.k bet½een Cub!:l' ' 1.1 i · 01 c ..._ stro and the new exican President 

t.ha t '\ exi · o ~· ill use tne ne · influence gained .fax by her po session 

of oil o furt er t · e drive for a nev-, internation l economic or er. 

n ye ter day Iraq's !~ini ter f In f er +ion told t he J maica press 

ere in ings ton t t his government h d offered to ssist Jamaica 
, if oil was f ound, 

i n i tB of'fshore oil explor tions rmd stood re dy/to train Jamaicans 

in the variou.... .... pee ts of the oper ation of the oil industri And then 

the ini ster s . id, c.n no w I quote: n , e purpose behin d our readiness 

t o assi.st in t i s ay is to free amai ca. from any pres~ures or con­

ditions t_ t f oreign co pan ies may attempt to i mpose . ,,ur aim is to 

he p s:m a.i c t ake c or1 t r ol of t his re ource , if i t exi ts " . 11 the e 
ind, 

ar small str •,' s blo ing in the wdlni but b l owing clearly in the 

irection of c new ord.r. ~d i e all rea~ly b s ic changes t h i s one 

i s going to t e time. It i s a rdnst this ba ckground th need 

fol lo t h t meeting in ~ ris o f tke 20 ajor oil con~uming coun tries , 

as ell as U. S . oreign .. ecretary Cyrus , n ee' s meeting with 11 r • 

hatcher's people in on on on Rho e sia -nd :rela. Led ma tters . Oil and 

who has it and ow i t is disposed of an on w a t political n ec6n6mj 
for the 

ter s ill go on b ing the n ame of t he a.in game/as long as/ Americans 
who re jut now beginning to feel t e fir st shocks oft~ pinch, 
cannot or ill not con t rol t e ir e.s tefu l conswnption habits . i»:ii 

:f:iJa2li7 Goodni ht . 
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1) A First Look at 1979/80 Budget 
2) A Covenant between Landlords & Tenants 

,,:Y) The Year of the Child : Freedom from Hunger 

i 
NEWS CO TARY /" 
For broadcast on Friday 
May 18, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: A first look at the 1979/80 s pending Estim tes of 

the Budget shows that the Government plans to spend less money in 

this new Financi al Year t han it did l a st year. This is part of the 

continuing and painful effort to cut our cloth to suit our purse, 

part of striving to live within our means. This mornings papers 

carry what appears t o be conflicting figures of the amount of the 

cutback in Government spending. The reason is that in one case they 
yesterday's 

are looking at/tu figures aga inst last year's approved estim tes, 

and in t he other case t hey are looking at yesterday's figures against 

l a st year's revised estim tes. Against l a st ye ar's approved estima tes 

Government spending for this year ha s been cutback by $64½-million ; 

against l a st year's revised estima tes the cutback is some $56-million. 

It is all a uestion of which set of figures you prefer to use : both 

are cor rect; no need for confusion. For me, a t first glance, the 

overall good thing about the s pending estima tes is that just a little 

under one-third of the total amount is earmarked for capital or 

develo pmental s pending, with the rest going into nation al housekee ping, 

I wou~d have preferred to see a greater runount spent to enlarge the 

nationa l wea lth; but at least a rea sonable amount is being earmarked 

for this. And it is important tom ke sure tha t this amount is in 

f Rct s pent on enlarging the assets of the nation and is not wasted 

away on patchin g up old capital projects which were badly done. 

And the most disappointing and depressing thug about thase spending 

estima tes a t first glance is t he large runount of money tha t will go 
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into the servicing and repa.ymen t of the Public Debt. The varying 

amounts add u p to something of the order of $397-million. The fact 

that we have to borrow does not make this kind of debt servicing an d 

re payment any more palatable. The important thing is to make sure 

that every penny of it is used productively 4nd pruuently and 

efficiently. And, above all, that it is used to help increase food 

production to the point where prices can be reduced and all our 

children, especially the younger ones in those early critical years, 
the 

can be adequa tely and properly fed. I get/i;}utJ; impression every now 

and then, in this Year of the Child, that we tend to get carried wway 

by the big and dramatic and glamonous events of the Year to the point 
need 

of glossing over what strikes me as the single most important,( the 
need 

single most ba sic/and, therefore, the single most important right 

that we can give our children in preparing them for life. And that 

is the right of every single J amaican child to freedom from hunger. 

A child who does not enjoy this right while growing up is forever 

handicapped a s against the child who grows up properly fed, Neither 
and un dern ouri shed 

the body nori the brain of the hungry/child grows properly : both 
grow 

bra~n and oody/aaR stunted and they do not learn as well, and in 
for jobs or anything else 

manhood or womanhood t hey cannot compete/on a ba sis of eqlil.ali ty with 

those who grew up well feed and better schooled. In this sense, under 

nourishment in childhood, often decides a person~ future for the rest 

of his or her life. So equal opportunity, if it is to be more than 

a nice slogan, must begin, I think, with seeing all our children 

adequately fed. That would be my first priority for the Year of the 

Child. And I am glad to see that Housing Minister Anthony Spaulding's 

very controversial amendments to the Rent Restriction Act which is 

no w before the House will stop the business of refusing to r ent to 
families with children. But more on t he proposed amendements another 
time. Goodnight. 
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1) ~orkers e ek , 1979 

,,.--- 2) Rhode i - "'rter' Lile a (0/j ~ Southern Afr ic .. n ~oli d ri ty loc 
/ fer-shock of Prchie ingh, m 

N ,. S O 1 JE f .rf, Y 
For broadcast on ·,edne d 0 y 
Ii r, y 16, 1979 , 6 .lOp . 

Go ev nin ·.r a t _politic 1 bo b e ll dr opped y .Archie Singh m 

t the now- d journe 3 i th Con i~s i on 1 ut Fri d y conti nue s to -
r bl e 
:ri:J?ll« through J rr ic poli tica cir,icle s li e ri ~ort o f after-

shoe • There is a Kind of bemuse , shell-8hoc1rnd rePction in some 

quf'lrter ; in others it i::; , • t hough o e t . ing Ne shoul d no t really 

t .£t l k Bbout s suddenly been brought out into t he open - r t her 

lilrn the time "vhen Borne of ll s , id ' CI ? hP t CI A? ' P.n t hen, of 
nd 

cour se , t ere io th ancient/primitive res onse t o the bringer of 
c .il hi o liar, 

b tidings :/ denounc e him , cur e hi , stone h i with words if not 

wi th stones . But sooner or la ter, l i ke it or no t, we i ll have t o 

re lly ook nt h':lt rchie ..., ingh . fl id, and · eigh it c,Ild examine it 

nd t ink t lk about how we !'.'.i r e going xm: k~x« to dea l with thli! s 
Vi hich we 

crobl em hich we 11 r eally kn e w bout 1 .~long bu t /pr~ tended 1u1: did 
exist 
if.1.i/be c u e i t suite our ·pecial in teres ts arid our parti s n po er 

g, u e s . ' o le t ~ se , ho long i t tak es before we stop screa ing and 

cur ing t Archi •. >in g.h~ !'rnd st rt t hinki1 g , n d rea oning <,mong 

our ve . h t i · for s ure i d we c<.nnot · ohove t h i ting bR ck in to 

ad r k clo et ,nd pretend it n ever c .e out . An d t e drys when they 

estroyed t h~ ~inger of bad e s e lo t in the mi s t s of anti ui ty, 

a ., are t ho , e of t ' e u ting and burning of i t c he s . ext , and turning 

to the i ntern tion l cene, y~ t rd y 's vote int e Uni ed States 

enate calling on e i ent C ' rter to en ·. t e U. N. decreed economic 

s an ctions on .1. odesi a put Mr. Cc rter and h i s dministra tion on t he 

horms of an i ntere tin ,nd elic - te politic dilem a . In t he 
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vo t ing - and the whol t hing w · ed R i zn nage by Sena tor J ess e 

Heln:s, e h,, r line r i ght 'linger who onc e headed t r e IA - 75 Sen t ors, 

whic is t ee-quarters oft e enti re Senate, supported the call. So 

though .it iv n o t leg lly bi ding on the 4 e ident , i t i s impodsible 

f o him to just i ggore it . A a i n st this s e t the fRc t th t Nigeria has 

r: e i t very c lear to t e , rter 1 dministr tion t , t she will c u t off 
-

oil ' Uppl i cs to t h e Unite d 3 t.- tes i f sr=-nctions ~gf' inst Rhodesin ?re 

li f te in prese t circ Burne . ~ the United St es, r i ght n ow , 

needs Ni geri an oil ·o$t ore d, spe Ptely t hnn s .e needs anyt hing 

r e ctv thcr .re uo r ports of an oil a ortf~11 of some 

'00 , 000 bar rels a d y i n term of c ov erin 11 her .«Hm:«..s require ents. 

:hich i s hy t ey hF-ve r a ionin i n C i fo rnia n d the prospe c t of 
shor tage s nd disloc ati on 

n tion · ide/t' i o sum 1er -nti i, orse fo the c oming win ter . o lo e 

Hi geri o i in t h i s c ontext ould be to inv it 

T i tJ i t .e d< ng rous ener6ry-relP ted poli 'tic!!i 

1 .i n d of di sas t ers 

i ne fi ld Mr . Cnr ter 

• • . i::; to de 1 with in t e w e ks ahead . i ft i ng Gane ti on ' L n o simple 

rna tter . But tie very f ct of t he Sen te vote, in eed of t e Br i t ish 

e e ction r e sult, is gre t boost for t r , cist in 3outhern Afr i ca 

nd they are now tAl ' in 0 of sor eth i n g c .l l ed a • Southern Af r ican 

Solid· r i ty Bloc ' cons i ..,ting of Sou·th Africa , ~ b c k-nuppet-ruled 

Rho esia , c puppet dmini s tereo. Nrunibi , n d : r-i lawi . '.'1hei r pri m r y 

aim i d to get reco i t i on nd support f r o the \ e s t . How t he · e t 

r espon s y well etermine \ h t k i n d of r ole , nd. whPt k i n d of 

re tions t e We st~ ~· with B c k A:fric or the oresee b le future . ''11.!1 
i s age in s t r Rc ism , hich is t e f irs t ene-

,lh t/&2Dnl cer tain i B th t t he strugg e/in vou thern Af rica will 1 

i nfiens i fy. An ll t ue "' o i ht 1·e go ing to a e f riends nd asooc i a t 
·nd pr o otes 

i on P- ,d commi i en s on the is of w a t serve s/their own i ntere sts 

n fin a 1 a t oug t on orkers Week17whi ch run 8 un til L bour 

.y . Qughl y one o~t of every f our vorkers i d ithout a job right no· 
• a t i t labour mov ent doin bou t thio? Goodnigh t. 
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1) Archie Singh · ops a Bomb 
2) ·ne r gy Cr i s i s Con tin ue s 

) Bri t fl in & .::, ou t hern Afr i c B 
( 4) 0en t r Pl Af r ican . pire - e yrann y 

NE S Y 
For b on Mondy 

e y 14 , 1979, 6 . l Op . 

Good even ing: A in t lking point in poli tice l circle s here in 

JR a i c over t hi s pas t we eKen d wns t he ev i den c e gtbven to t he ·Smith 

Comm i ~sion on Corrupti on by of e~sor Arc 1ie Singhan1 l ~st Fri d y . 
ha s 

I ndeed I t h i nk it i s f i r to , y t ?. t . r c hie Si ngham/droppe d some-

t hing of bombshell whi ch a s ffiany people ~n in ti tu tion s all 

' s .hook-up ' . 'i'h t h . s a i d , t h e .ide a s he pu t; forwar , had a j a.rring 

and j e r ki ng s hoe effect on an en · iry hi ch h d 1 r ge l y se ttled 

i nto t he f Fimiliar pe tty p rty poli tice l point- s c oring power pl y . 

J , ~t con oider a few of t he t · ins chie Si ngham SAi d: I deology is 

a genera fr am ewor_c w ich l l owc people to know where t hey are 

goi ng: it i s a ruor 1 corre~tive hi ch i s i mpor t ant f or political 

s urviva . He i d t e oppo s ite to i e ology id mora l oppor t un i sm: 

i f a party ha s no ideo logy it i s very ard t o judge . Hes id i n 

soc i etJes i e ours t he govern ent is the on l y agen cy wh e re the 

ma jor ity of t he people h .ve Bollie fina cia l c ontr ol over the goals 

d ob j e t i v e s • . e s a id i t is i m er a tiv e t a t t e overnment involve 

i t ·-elf i n poli t ical d cation . ••~ui~xa:ia•xxi:io:xg11:ill:gx.t«xdaxi.tzb He 

s i d in a ociety here t he priva te s e c tor do i na t e tne bu l k of 

t e oli ti c educati on come s fr om the pr i v a te ec tor and t hej; 
He s a i 

pe p esen t t he ir own i t e r e sts . / ne gover n ent B to t a.lee a ection 

of t he bu dget a .fxn xiat gex n d evote it to e duc a tion an d info tion 

f or n obo dy el e is goin g to do it f or t hem . And ~hen t he Commi s ioner 

a e d him : " Ho~ oe s one c onv i nce anybo dy t h t i t i s not s pen din g 

t axp yers money t o a dvan c e t . e cau::,e of on e poli tica.l ppr ty s 
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~1 tinct fro e u catin t he po ulace? 11 rchi e Singham replie : 

' · o mr tter what you do, by being a politic l being you are going to 

-et mileage. One has to judge very c arefully . One tends t o believe 

th t technical solution is political ~nd a political s t te ent is 

partisE>n . That thin line cf doing things f or the national i n terest 

s line that one ust be constantly vigil nt abou t. t• So ther e you 

p;ave it. Just a fe of the l:i t - temen ts made by of es~or Archie Singham 

to the 3mi tb Co isoion •hie i ' now looki ng t allega t i ons of' 

corruption made against the 1inistry of .obiliciation. I suggest you 

you carefully read the ful l text of Archie Singham'.:i pre pared st te-

me:nt as ell the first phase o.f his eing 1uestion on 1 t-. r ot 

surprisingly, the 1P attorneys ne e ded time to study wh t Singham 

s id n to pre pare to cross-e x8J.L i ne him . You do not just rush in 

to d al \ i th the Kind of political bo b hell Archie Si n hrun had ~u s t 
An most of us, I t hink, 

dropped . /JallC.t suddenly, for/2.m.: xa.fxK:a.;.xx::txi:.ll.a :.t, the goings-on at 

t e Smith Com.mi s ion hnvc been inve~ted with an import n t new hird 

\' orld di mension vhich tr<~nscends our loc· 1 par ty pov.er game . Another 

ma t t er of impor L nee to us i b at t he ' hrone peech at tomorrow's 

operiing of t he e w Briti sh Prli ament will s y bout Southern Africa 

in pA ·ticular . I t i no ncc i dent that the South fric n Government has 
chosen this time to 
· ax/announced its decision to set up a puppe t government in ,ibia 

the efforts of 
thus ignoring the U. 1'. a we ll /t e five ,cstern Powers. rs . 

Thate r had given the t ego-ahead by de 1 ring that a govern ,ent 

led by her ould veto any U. N. ruove to apply s nctions aga inst South 

Africa. ' ill the the 1hrone ~Pf~ch mention bi s, <nd · hodesia? And in 

the Cen t ral Afr ican pire the police and ilitary o f .t.mperor 6kas a 

is reported to have br·ta l y mu dered so e 100 sch ~l c ildren for 

refusin to ear uniform. Id in as not he only black tyrant in 
J frica. And tyranny, est e forget ~ ome f in a l l shade s and co our ' 
po itical o t her ise. Goo ni t . r-

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



U.S. Energy Crisis : 
r he Politics of the 

NEWS COMlVI •. TARY 
For bDe.adcalit on Fridr~y 
May 11, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Se tback f or Carter 
Socia l Contr ct 

Godd evening: Pre sident Carter's St Andby Ga s R tioning Plan, which 

wa s approved by the U.S. Sen , tee rlier this week was 1st night 

decisively defea t in the U.S. House of Repre senta tives. And this is 

a serious setbAck for the President's efforts to get the United StAtes 

prepared against the shocks and dislocations which lie ahead as the 

energy crisis deepens. It seems that most of the Representatives, 

t he vote was almost two to one against the Plan, were still r10t 

prepared to f ace the harsh prospects that lie head. And this ihed 

one of t he ir fellow Congressmen to describe the decision as coming 

from '' the most gutless Congress he had ever seen '! . So they will 

carry on a s usua l till disaster strikes. In the meantime the 
petrol 

c~- lifornians seem to be adjusting painfully to the/rationing which 

was forced on them after l a st weekend's dislocation. Indications are 

tna t r ea lly bitter politica l row is in the making as C lifornians 

begin to a sk why their St te seems to have less petrol than the 

other States of the Union. So energy nd petrol r a tioning may yet 

become a hot and divisive political issue in the U.S. - wnich is 

not r eally going to help things very much. Here t home, our simmer­

ing politic 1 power g me seem to be on the verge of becoming heated 

up again; Rn d you do not h8Ve to be told how easily it can get over­

he a ted, once the process starts up Again. And the issue, this time, 

i s the Soci Rl Contra~~. If the report in yesterday's Deily News is 

correct then one of the conditions made by the J Amaica Labour Par ty 

for its support of the soci l contrcct w s that the Government should 
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c all new gener 1 elections in six months time. The r epor t says the 

Government si de r e j e cted this demand en d s o t he t a l ks be t ween the 

two sides which took pl a ce a t Gordon House on Tu e sday broke up within 

five mi nute s. Its t he s 8me old power gam e which ha s bec ome so s ? dly 

f nm ili8r over t he p s t fe w ye ar s : it has be en p lRye d with electoral 

reform, with se.arce benefits and j ob dis tribution, with victimisation, 

with spi e s, with corruption. The one si de make s charges or dem an ds 

or accusations ; t he o t her side re plie s or rejects or denie s : and a 
time, 

massive am ount of/energy and ingenuity i s diver te d t o the cut an d 

thrust An d push and shove which t hen t akes nride of pl ace. Inevitably 
tak e second or third or fourth place an d~uffer . 

t h e h ard problems an d t he r eal n eeds o f t he na tion/sDI:ffffX. And this 

is B pr e scription f or ultimrte dioa ster, no m •• tter which par ty is in 

power o .And, you know, t her e i s wha t strike s me a s a r a ther simplistic 
in 

ass um p tion t ha t t here are on · y two a l ternati ve s/ ±m: this dangerous game 

and tha t t he se e.r e str i ghtforward and un derstan dab le and predictable. 

Bu t in t h e very proce ss of gtiappling with each other , n d with the 
or 

problems of surviving/xmi be in g pulled down , as well a s w'i th the wi der 

pr obl ems of chan ging world, t h e parties themselves h ave under gone 

and are undergoin g serious end im portant chAnge s ; ,=md s o ha.s the 
Iii.al 

society. ~m:x.tlu[;ia .. u1:Dtm11iiDDJt Indeed, on e of the se changes is seen in 

the very n a ture of the type of poli tics we n ow c onduct. So the 
or that 

as sumption that if you pull down t h is/one, by hook or by cr ook, you 

will automatic lly rep~ace it - t his a s s ump ti on ma y turn out t o be 

t he mos t monumental misconception o f our time. Those who are hell­

bent on a demolition job h a d better t hink this one out c arefully. 
carcas s or <fl,, 

Pulling down is compara tive l y easy ; inheriting the/rubble mhi- the 

s ke leton not s o e a sy, especially if t here are many scavengers as 
Rebuildin&,;s hardest. 

well a s other and persuatsive cla iman ts a bout./.And t hen, too, there 
i s the judgement of t he people t o consider = will they entrust any ve-
building job t o any demolition crew? Goodnight. 
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1 ) Pe t r o l R t i on i n U. S . 
2 ) Pu t ing J , :' i c , Firs t 

NEWS CO ,EN TARY 
For b oAdc ~ot on " edn e ry 

ay 9 , 1979, 6.lOp. m 

Good ev ening : Ye s t e r d y t he Presi aent of t he Unite d St nte s va s 

reported a s t e lling t h , / mericPn Congress , 'in d t here f ore the 

.Amer i c n people, ·tha t · he United S t t e s h d little mor e t han two 

week' s suppl y of crude oil stocks. An d l s o ye s ter d~y , t he st t e 

of Californiabegan r t i oning petrol i n t hose p rts of it wher e 
f1r e 

supplies/w1tx• v ery short. nd a l so yes ter y Presi dent c ~r t er' s 

tan dby G, sol ene Rt i oning Pl an wa s ppr oved by the Congre s s. Th i s 

me ns th t i f t he si tu( tion g e t s ny orse t he Americ A-n Pr e s i en t 

wi l l h AVC t he -uthori t y to quick l y , nd e di te ly in s titu t e pe tro l 

r c1 tioning t .ri.rou ghou t t he country. 'he pr esent C,. liforn i A r t i oning 

.:3y s t em does not, on the f ROe o f it, seem e i ther tigh t or foo l proof 

at t he moment . But After the ma s sive disloc t ion of the pr st veekend 

when c r s v. ere abandoned at petrol s t ations, any thing i be tter 

t.nan noth i ng . f hi 0 s y tem will t l e t bring some sort of or der 

hile t e C liforni an s try to think ·t hrou gh the ir v er y s pe c i a l 

problem~ . For thi s i s pe r t of t h Uni te d St t e s wher e peopl e u p 

t o no t ought nothi ng of driving one or to hun dre mi l e s t o work 

an d .fif ty mi les or more to go to a su per m · r · e t or a s how or to h ve 

a ha i r cut : i t i s l . d o f s pr av l an d h ving a powerfu l ca r i th a 

tnnk f ull of pe tro l , s a s es s en tia l s 4 ving 

et. Op to no~ CBlifornien s cou l d not im g in e ho 

home n d fo od t o 

i fe could go on 

wi thou t th t c a r n d the t ankf u l o f petrol. hen c me 1 s t e eken d . 

o they a re r es tr i c t ing the S?l e of eig tro l a fter midnight . And on 

odd numbere d d ys pe trol wi l l be o l d on l y to peopl e who e c ar s hFve 
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o 'd number pla t ed: 011 even numbered day~ ij will be the turn of 

people whose c ars ,1ave even number pl a-i;es . Jrnd nobody 1rvill be 

allowed to buy more tllF..m 20 g _llon:;3 -t time . hnd if you think 

tha t SOL e smart mo torist will go from g · station to g s st tion 

till he he.:;) 8.ll he wrm ts, just be r in mi11d t h t the dist n ces ore 

such ·tha t it m y t 1ke more -thail 20 g, llon u to go from one g s s t tion 

to t he next nd b, ck. ,inyv-. ey , thi.o is the outline of the first quick 

>' lifornien response to the petrol s 1ort ge which suddenl! hit them 

last e e kend. But i ld not r a tioning suppo ed to be something 

communiot? 0 n you imagin e wnat a politic 1 field dRy we would hPVe 

had here if it Vlias in u _,maica rather th n Californi that petrol 

r a tion i ng w< s introduced! I cf-in almost see t e sc ry he dlines 

a.bout communism taking over Md r tionin g being the fir st step on 

the roa.d to i t . And w iat a floop. we would h"ve had of what the 

current issue of Ti me ?..i a gazine describes a s II the.., t curse of t he 

1960s, opinionated advocacy journali sm". nd coming just about a 

de c ade later than in the United St tes i t would , ve been in perfect 

char ct,er . :But it h ppened in C.--. lifornia , not J , Ft ica. So nobody 

thought the communi s ts h n d t Rken over, or tha t the U. S . was g-0ing 

cornruunist or tha,t the Governor of Cri l i forni or the President of 

t he Unite d St . tes were to bl me au d h d to r e sign or be driven out 

o f office . Inst ,ad, everybody there seems to be trying to get on 

with the job of coping with t h is problem e be t t hey c an. To be 
nd promote 

sure , e ch group is trying t o protect/its own special interests: 

but if you look close y you will see t hat each group sees its own 

s pe ci a l interes ts as tiea up with the overall nation 1 American 

interest. An d so, fro far right to fr left, they tend to put America 

f i rst . When ill we , all of us, o.f wh tever grouping put J m ica firs·· 

Goodn i ght. 
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The ~, eeken d: 
a) Still Pov, er cuts 
b) Rights & Re s pon s i bilities 
c) US Pe trol Shortage 
d ) Inti-nuclear Rallies 
e ) Namibia - Agressive R cism 

NEWS COl'lil\tIENT!•RY 
For broBdc a st on Monda y 
M~ y 7, 1979, 6.lOp .m. 

Good evening : It wa s, gener lly s peaking, q pe aceful 11:f an d quiet 
inconveniences of 

weekend her e a t home, t hough the/po er cu t s were still with us , 

thanks l arge ly to t hose 47 irrespon s ible gentlemen a t Hunts By. 

Ji n d most people Ptr e quietly disgusted with t he kid-glove trea tment 

t he se men h v e received from t hose whose duty it is to protect. t he 

public interest . Rightly or wrong ly - and I t h ink rightly in t hi s 

c a se - t here is a wi de ly held view t hat t hese people got away 

unpunished be c ause of t heir tra de union conn e ction. An d this is n o.t 

e qu a lity. before t he l ~w. If you or I, or 47 ordin ry individyal 
scattered 

citizen s sc ,_.tteree.J,t a ll over J amaica h d been responsible for a 

simil r amount of econ omi c loss, disruption and dislocation we woul d 

have f e lt t he full we i ght of t he l aw o Indeed , many citi zens h ave b e en 

imprisone d or severely fined f or do ing a fr a ction of the harm . So 

why have t hese people been tre a ted so differently? In setting out 
to 

t he right/a:f freedom of a ssembly.# a n d associati on of any citizen or 
the exercise of 

group of citizens t he J amaican Cons ti t u tion,s ecifically s ays tha t/ 
should 

such rights/m•x~ not be at the expense of the righ ts or f ree doms of 

other persons. An d t he l aw i s t here to enforce this view: but only 

if those in authority are prepared to invoke the l aw . By not invoking 

t he l aw they re in f ct discrimina ting age inst one group of citizens 

as a ga inst another , ag a inst those who Qre not organi s ed in favour of 

those who re organi s e d, ag in s t t h e weak in f av our of t he strong. 
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nd it i s t his t ha t make s the Hn ts Bay affai r a r ea lly ba d busiEess 

for u s all. It i s impor t ant fo r all J amaicans to a t all t imes insist 

t ha t you do not, in persuit of your own rights and freedoms, viola te 

t he rights an d freedoms of others. An d this applies just a s strongly 

to freedom of conscience and to freedom of expres s ion. The J amaican 
depending on ideology or whatever, 

Constitution does not say tha t some J amaicans/have gre a ter or more 
or less 

/rights an d f r eedoms than o thers. And i t is up t o us ~to insist tha t 
of all the people 

t he elect of t he pe ople protect these Constitution a l rights/by invokin 

the l aw when t he need ari se s. Next, it i s at l ast beginning t o look 

a s though t he American s have begun to t ake the energy crisis serious-
-· 

ly. Over t his past weekend long lines of motorcars were parked at 
all over C lifornia 

petrol statacns/wai ting for this morning' s openin~ of the sta tions. 

Becaus e no petrol wa s available the sta tions had all close d for the 

weekend and Americans ha d the extraordinary experience, for them, 

of being up against s ome t hing t hat money could not buy. I think it 

is import nt tha t vv e t ake note of this straw in the wind. ve consume 

9nly a tiny fraction of the amount of oil and g s the .Americ ans do, 

but if t hings bee me r e' lly tigh t we may get into a position where 

even t ha t fra ction t hat we consume might become more than they are 

pr epare d t o let us have. So we ha d better plan ser iously for the 

day when we may not be able to get oil even if we have the money. 

And , a lso in .Amerio t his weekend, t here were r allies , nd demonstrat­

i on s ag in nuclear energy plants, following on the accident at 

Three Mile s s ome we ek s back . And yet, with oil r eserves declining, 

t he world, not just .America, i s going to h veto depen d more and 

more nculear power a s one of its key energy s ources. So the an ti­

nucl:ee.a things i s abit like the B:eitish Lud dites who thought they 

could stop the lndustrial Revolution by destroying the machines. 
But it wont work, any more than South Africa's new agres s i v e r a ci sm 
in Namibi a , after Tha t cher's win, can stop the coming changes. . _ 

Goa r 
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·he ri tish El ec·t1ons : 
: o e Li k ly don ~e qu enc 0 d 

NEI S CO :C? T' Y 
For brondc P ton i y 
M y 4, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: ] rs. ~~ arg ret · hatcher' -~ Con erv tive Pr rty h s \, On 

deci ively in yesterd y's briti~h General Elections nd it i ht 

be instructive fo us to XPI.ine so e of the li ely com::ie uences of 

t t vi.ctor y . irst, /Cl go ing by it election m n i f esto , t e 

h tc er Con.;erva· i ve c rty · ich v i l no form the ne ri tish 

Gov rnmer1 t , i :J ·the most right i ng r ory p .rty si11 ce t le st world 

of ritish p· rty politics the Tory p(rty is by 

been: but vithin it definition a righ twin prrty nd 1 ,, ys h 
"' ~ ~ -- 4 ~;~,-- · ~ 

t ere h $ e l w ys becn L fr rightist element · ich ha , l vAy exerted 

con i derable influence on policy but , h ich, until now, h . not 

c ap tured co plete contro of t ' e party. ~o , un u.er 'Lrs . Thatcher, 

th t e e eut h s conplete contro of t ' · p rty o g .ni t i on, h ving 

c.Apture d it fro t e ore n odera t e Con ' erv ti v e;s ele en ts . .::i 

re presented by r . Ed ~. r Re ~h. n d sot e new British Government 
Con serv · tive 

is l i ke ly to be the o t ri ht ing/eve to rule x~ po · t-w~ rits in. 

t n don 't forget t h t r.:l ajori tp o f t he Bri ti h elector te h ve 

free y m. e t h is c oice; hich mer n .., t t Brit in itself h, s vung 

to t l e right. , t ple s e lso note ·t J. c- t t ' e r r cist f ·cists of t e 

r tion F ont "v0 r e r ejec e deci 1Jively . t the poll~: o swing to 

t e ri tin thi ' c , e i not nece.,.u rily goin ;f cist. One very 

i ntere sti ng ~p cu tion i t t tni •in to e rig t by t e ~i tisb 
po erful 

ei ctor c- te out of i t nd ger dth /trP ' e union mov me t 

. . h d ev ic · · verly i sr p ted t heir live . ere s noul be mor 1 in 

t _ i B for .1.oc trr e nioni ·t . In Rny c , oe, if r · . ' h tcher ioes 
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try to get t ugh i th the tr e unions, a::.; ::;he hA.s s id she ou ld , 

then we r e l i ke l y to i tneso a re l l y epi c struggl e . ut I t h ink 

this i t le t ye r or so do ·ri t · e road. · 1 if i nc om t x i s 

cut indi re c t t x tion - hich i s hor de s t on the poorest - wi ll nr ve 

to exe up for lo~t r evenue or else t here i l l h ave to be m osive 

cutb cks in overn ent bpending on al.l the soci services . 11 of 
thi ngs 

· i ch is ikely to ru P e/very much rougher on t ever y young , the very 
n bro n 

old, t .he poor and t 1e bl c1/ inori ties f r om f.:l i , Af r i ca nd the 
none of the defeated perti e ~ 

Caribbe an . Wh t e c .n be :;;ure of i s th t/xu ~ui~ i s going to c a ll 

for ne election in Brita.in next ye r or t he year f t r: e .mpaig,ning 

· ~ for ne electi on will no ·t ~t rt up i n six ont i3 ' time: you ill 

not _v polls ever y few months ::-s in who i s o t popul.. r or !Vhat 

,oul h ppen if electionB ~ er e hel today or to orrow or next week . 
vi th i t:d comfor t able jori t y 

In Bhort , the ne overn ent/ .r i ll b e allo ed to get on wi th the job 

until its five-ye ar and .te :runs out or i t i tBelf goes to t he country 

o rli r . · 1h r e will be no uusta ined c ,mpai gn to bring i t down by hook 
t .e ha. tcher- on ~er v c t i ve wi n is 

or cr ook. .An d from a Thir ·wrld perspective/one of t e ost 

seriout1 etb c ~s f o t e freedom struggle i n outhern Afri c , ,hich 

io w y the S uth fri govern en t nd 1r. I n ;_, i th of Rho de s i 

have e comed it ·o warmly. he Thate er govern 

CKilA ill veto any U. N. proposBl to impo sanctions on South 

fric for ha tever re son . d even if it ooes no t iromedic tely 

recogni. e t ' e ne -ho asian regime b sed on those hi§ly uestion­

a b e ' elections of l a t onth , it wi ll c o- oper, te hard with the 

u . . con 8erv tive obby ich i no trying to force esident C rter 

t o ift t e s ancti ons on no esia nd o open t e J y for genere l 

'·e tern re cognition . On e cert in con .:> e uence of t hi new irec tiorl 

ill b to forc e ose fight i ng for t he i freedom to t urn even .ore 
to Cub a~ t h e Sovi et Un ion for lp: in short i -c wi ll lec:d to a 
f urther r die . l i s t i on of t e Souther n Afri can struggle . Goodn i g)I t 
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1) The L· test J ?S S toppFge 
, fxmga:e:~ife1X"Dt3fee~xn2Ptimci':fi: 

x~~~~~M X~ ~l X~ Xf~ XHn~ 

'E S CO "" ·ENT.A Y 
For bro~dc ton ,edneBd y 
"~y 2, 1979 , 8. l0p . m 

Good evening: 47 worker of the J -maic bli c Service Comp ny 

h "tlJe once ag in pl .ye havoc wi th the electricity supply of the 

na tion . n d if ever t l ere as vork stopp ge which ho ~ed almo t 

frivolou conte pt for tie publi c good and the public i nteres t , this 

one il;j it. 47 I1 en w nt to s i tch f r o one un ion to another; and 

t ey do not ant to go t ough the a i down procedure . 1hey ant 

to do it here nd now a . on their terms . And that i ha t this 

latest stoppage i~ all about . It i frank and open pr es ·u.re pl ay 

by 47 m n mo wa t to by-pa s all the care full y wor ked- out and 

agreed-to rules n regul t i ons govern i ng union repr esen t ation and 

governin the settling of di sputes , and slam tbroug~ t t hey 

Ant, regardles of th cost to others or to the ociety . An d you 

kno , nd I kno the terrible d tm ge t h iB topp ge , as e ll a , t e 

ear ier one , by these srune men , ha a re dy c U.:>e.J. Ho e Eµld 

industri al appli .nces have b en dP. ged or recked; food h, ~ s poiled. 

·~ ter upplie h ve been disrupted . In short, 47 ~orkers have 

effectively held n tion of ov r t wo million people o ransome . 

So the ue tion is: •hY are t e allo ed to do thi s? hy hr v e they 

been e llo ed to do thi ? And it i s not just nger t , t prompts t e e 

ue tions . '·o be , re people r e both angry d fed- up it thi s 

whole s ho ay buuine Eut behind the anger nd di sgust are v ry 

erious questi ons about hat e e oi ng to t e in s i tu tion l i oed 

process s on. w i ch our nole con cep t of the rule of l i b sed. 

t ile rule of i d r e l ly very clearcu t. For the goo ! oft e 
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:society, vhic eans for t he oo of a ll its people be they rich 

or poor , i h or low , po erful or eak, wear all nequired to 

submi t to a body of rules and re lations codified into the l s of 

the lan over a period of time. Ard i f you or I or our neighbour 

bre the l a.w nd are c ught a t i t , e pay t e penalty. And so, 

p~rtly because it i s civilised w y which is protective of us, and 

partly bee -use ~e w n t to a.void the punishment, e ab i de by the l aw: 
hr ve to , 

when e don ' t, · we/take the pun ishment. Sore come ba c to t he question: 

oes not this s me process of the rule o.f la lso p l y to t t. ose 

47 J ~S orkers? The Induotriaa Disputes Tri bun ~l h d ordered them 

b,c ck to · ork once before v en t ey first struck a·t the en of arch. 

hey efie that order for :::,everal d ys before fin Plly going b ck; 

an t ey suffered no pen a lty . And once anybody ets away with openly 

bre king the l a it is a Otit an incentive to do it again . So, did 

the Indu trial · isputes Tribunal refer tha t first defiance of its 

order t o ·the irector of Public Prosecutions? dis not this second 

stoppage e. new flouting of t at s e order? If the Indu ·trial Disputef 

Tri bun l h s done no thing c bout the first nd no~ the secon~ flouting 

of' its order then it i s guilty of condoning flouting of the rule 

of l a • ·,e know , of course, t at the tr de union ove ent is such 
and , norm.ally, po s itive 

an impor tant a n powerful/force with i n the society that no -maican 
eit er inclined or 

govern en t since in ependence has been/prepared to ee t it in a 

he d-on collision. is, l thing con 1 ered, is en understandable 

position . But il3 not t is, hen manifested in t e do-nothi ng respon e 

to t he gross 1:>ocial i r responsibility of the 47 JPS or ers a sort 

of condoning of the tactic.., of might-is-right hie goes totally 

ga in t the conc~pt of le lity nd the rule of 1 w? If v e re not 

preps.re d to enforce them t hen i t i better not to hPve in dustri 1 

re tion or any other ind::i of le s . Tootnl e s l a s, held in conte· 
are t e door t oter e of the juna le . Goodn i~bt 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



1 ) A e ekend of Drying Out 
2 ) Adams on ' Cuban Pre sence i n Cari com' 
~e :i ■ a · & Sou t&-= Af x·:t , 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For br oedc st on Mondy 
April 30 , 1979 , 6. l Op.m 

Good evening : Here a t home most J am icans have s pen t the 1 st weekend 

of Apr il 1979 i n drying out f ollo i ng l As t Wednesday ' s dev sti ng 

fl ood r ain . I nciden t a l ly, one of our l eading buildevs called me t o 

say t hat my commen t s of 1st Fri dBy about f looded home s were not 

ba l an ced bee u s e I singl ed out on l y pr i va te developers for cr itici sm . 

He s i d t hat Cooreville an d Gar veymea de, which are publi c housing 

developments were j ust s flooded . I took and s t ill t ke hi s po i nt . 

Bu t , you know , until quite r ecentl y , mi ddle-in come housing , whi ch 

wa s wha t I was commenting abou t , ha.s been m inly in the h nds of 

pr iv t e deve lopers ; nd the peopl e , ambi t i ous young mi ddl e-income 

peopl e , who h v e suffere d most f r om disa ppearing n d de f aul t i ng 

deve l oper s , from esc al ati ng costs nd f r om ver y poor socia l ser vi ce s 

have been invo l ved wi th private housing deve l opments . Thi i s how 

it has been. ••~w•~; t her e a l wRys have been and s t ill a r e uprigh t 

and honourabl e peopl e in private housing development , an d t hey are 

t he one s who h ve rema i ned and who ten d to suffer f or t he sins of 

t hose who have de f aulted an d r un. But thi s doe s no t a lter t he h rd 

f acts of what ha s happened . The r e 1 poi n t i s t hat we seem t o need 

a who l e n ew s e t of gui de lines for hous i ng development , whether done 
t he 

priva te l y or public l y , if we a r e to avo i d/~m crue l hardshi p of 

waterlogged homes ever y t i me we h Ve flood rain . And while we ar e 
~ ek 

abou t it coul d we so pu t a stop t o the en f orce car pe t ing Lon 

rough-cas t flo ors - whi ch avoi ds doing a pr oper floorin g j ob; ~ 
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when t hese carpets get a t er l ogged t he grie f and mi sery and c ost t o 

t he victims re compounded. And then t her e is the bus iness of the 
( and. of fice buildings for t hF.t t ma tter) 

hous i ng units/ being s o built t ha t air- conditioning be~omes a 

nece s sity if people ar e not t o suffoca te. J maica could not rea11i 
even 

a ffo r d this/in the days of che ap energy: t hi s was one of t he n on­
our 

es sen ti 1 luxurie s in t he bus ines of/living beyon d our me an s. Today 
energy-cost of the 

the/aircondi tioner in every be droom and every office building is 

blee ding both t he individua l an d the na tion 1 economy. An d let us 

a l s o remember tha t the fin e st guideline s in the world are usele s s 

unless t ey ar e s t rictly enforced an d monitored. Next, an d a t the 

r egiona l l evel, t he que stion of po s s ible Cuban military assista~nce 
rightwing 

t o t he new Grenada government in the event of Eric Ga izy trying a/ 

counter - c oup with ex ternal mercen ary assistance, is the current 

t a l king-point in the E stern Caribbe an. In a ne wspaper interview 

ye ster day t he Barba dos Prime Minister is r e por t ed a s s aying tha t a 

Cuban military presence in an y C ricom sta te i s not to be c ondone d . 

An d t he s ame newspaper, the '11rinida d Express, then called ediftoria lly 

for a meeting of Trini da d, Guyana, B rbados and J ama ica to deal with 

t he matter. Obviously, i f the four le ading Caricom countries were t o 

agr ee to guarantee Gren a da' s integrity from atta cks from outside forc e 

t hey would be liln a very strong position to advise Mr. Bishop not t o 

seek help outside Caricom, and to advise the Cubans t hat there was n o 

ne ed for t heir ass i stance. But this, s both the Adam s intervi ew and 

t he editoria l i n dic ted, i s not likely. So n ow it is up to Britain, 

C~nada and t he United St a tes, whom Gren a da i s lso re ported to have 

askit>-for help , to come forward i f only to ke e p out the Cuban presence. 

If they don't, then, like it or not, Grenada will take help from 

wherever she can ge t it. All this is, of c ourse on the assumption tha t 
Eric Gairy will try a thin g - with mercenary help. Goodnight. 
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Wednesday's Flood Rain: 

.I: v:s 
For broadcas t on Frid y 
Apr i l 27, 1979 , 6 .lOp . m 

Th 0 Etate of ur Ut111t1es 
The State of Our Building 

Good evenlng: Wednesday ' s floo d ran ha cau ed terr .ble damage which 

will t ur n t his coming week-nd 1nto a ma slve clean- up t ime f or very 

large numbers of Jamaicans all overt e country . The government h a s 

set up machinery to giv h l p to p eop l rho have s t.1 :ffer d serious 

loss , and this is l-4elcom . But, inevitably, th~re are goin~ to be 

some losses for which no a.mount of hel p can m""ke up . The nat i on as 

a whole,-tho..t corpora cone pt which i'"' at once ch and everyone 

of us an more than ju.Et t hat, b cause it reaches a.ck i nto t he pas t 
longterm 

and forwar into th~ fu t ure - 1 probabl y the ~reatest/l oser . For 

the millions of dollars wor t h of da age to road an fo th ut1lit i s 

add up to a t wo• fold los s: it is a le es of resources al ready sp nt 

and al so the loqs whi ch i s inherent in spending mon y t wi ~ over on 

t he same Job . ! t 1 like paying to urfac a road an tb#n d i g ing 

1 t up e.nd then payin !'Z a •ain for rest: rfe.cing t a t/earn road . An t his 

E:.l ~.,, e_ys means that r.2 nationa l resources which houl go into t h 
of th nation ..... ,x. ::rJ!!:f~ ii; x :&~x ii:.& 

enl argin of t he mt.tt ~llltx wealth/so that f uture . aenat ions of Jamaica 
ar 

may enjoy bett er soc al ser- ices ., t• being was ted . Anr! this kind of 

wast :l part of what contr ibutes to our. continuing in a state f 

underde,,elopment . The fact 1e~hat 1t 1s poseibl e for our roads t o be 

built so t hat they wi ll . tand up to We dnesday kind o h avy floo in . 

There are roaa. in many parts of t he world tha.t h veto and t hat do 

s t and up to t hi k1nd of heavy fl ooding . Crop l ose ar e ch more 

ifficult to rovi de against and t o prevent . Bute en her e prop r 
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l and use methor1 s - proper contouring , proper terracing, proper watersl!d 

prot€ct1on (an area in which the lat Harold Cahusac worked so hard 

an long) • could greatly redu c th level o{damage , It i s in t his 

s nse a an ' s lands oul not be se n as exclusively his to do with 

xactl y as he pleases , to abuse and burn if he wants to . Tffi:eee is the 

great social responsibility o leaving th l and in reasonably good 

condition for future Fenera t1ons of Jamaicans . In t &is r spect one 
haw'l d o n 

of the best thins/~&~ ffij to this pr sent g n ration of Jamaicans 

by th eneration of Al xander Bust mante and Norman Y. anley, and t his 

applies e P cia l ly to the citiz nti of th corporat Area. ho are now 
ls our pr -se 1t 

something like a qua.rt r of t tot al population,/ s x:tk massi ve 
draina~ 

gully and/- XU~ scheme ~ Just think for a moment what Wednesday' 

damage woul d have een lik :tn th Corporate Area if w..., were without 

this system . l.ru t perhaps th ugliest and most depressing thin about 

t he aftermath of dnesday flooding was th revelation of just h ow 

v r y, very badly l rge numbers of Ja aican house- buyers have b en 
t lev1sion 

served by som of our pri vate housing develop r • Those /pi---ctur s 

of homes 1n one ad two and three fe t of water , with people ' s 

belongings damaged, was jut abou th bit e:rest. criticism po sible 

of private ousir development in J· aicM . If tin is how t come 

out w· en you l av it to tbe private sector t,h n thats ctor is 

digging a very de p hol , for itself . Ti1 eoµl who ar' the ' suff rer ~' 

i n this instanc are pr ound, ard- working people who ha 1n most case 

i nvested year· of joint - a ,ai_ in ord r to own a home of t h ir om, 

and ;, ho h v ace pted th b a tiful promises of the d velop r s in 

ood f ai th . Since then thy hav had to cope w th disappeari ng 

developer , with esc lating costs , nd, ve oft n , with v y poor 

social servL .. ~s . It 1 ~ h re, 1 t see e to me , at t ·~ l evel of 1 r e -
~ 

seal .i clle i come o s1n'2'. that the aspir1,n .[ rnemb rs of the Ja aican 
comm I.ti ty hEnre_ b_e _n_ mo t poorly s rved . Wedrie day I s f loods underlin, 
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l) Elect or al Re f orm : We l come Breakt hr ough 
2 ) Scarce J obs: Scarce Benefit s 

'Wo C "1 THY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
April25 , 1979 , 6.lOp . m 

Good evening : Last night' s final sitting of the 1978/79 sess ion of 

J amaica ' s arli ament was made memorable by t h e unanimous agr eement 

r ea ched on electora l reform . And I, f or one, would l ike to very 

war ml y congra tulate all the members of t he Specia l J oint Select 

Commi ttee of ar l i ament who have worked har d and long to achieve 

t his welco me br eakthrough . r ow t here i s on l ess i mportant bone of 

.. e ntention on wh ich to div i de t he nation; one moreirnportant issue 
be 

on whi ch t he nat i on can/united . I know there are p eopl e who will 

say tha t t his s or t of agreement on electoral reform could h ave been 

arrived at a long t ime ago and without all t he party political f u s s 

and hot air t ha t t hat we have had t o endur e . An, h ey are r ight. But 

it is in t he nat ure of our br and of party politts for everybody 

invol ved to ma e as much noi s e as possible an d to s qu eeze out of it 

every ounc e of pollti ca l mileage b f ore settling dwn to r eally 

dealing with a problem. And this is all t a t h as really happened 

with el ectora l ref or m. And this is of cours e one of t he t h ing s 

which make s of our political system a creature of sutti grea t delicat e­

nes s which demands v e r y great car e and ver y mature aml balanced 

judgement i f it i s to survive. Dicta t orsh i ps, efficiency regi me s, 

one party sta tes of t he far left or t he far ri ght, all a r e much easier 

t o operate t han is our kind f multi- arty repre ent a tive democracy . 

And this is part icu l arly true of poor Thin Worl d countries wi th very 
41',\,J. (' '-"'t{t.S . 

limited resources . And s o t he peopl e l who would op er at e our kind of 
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system, especial ly in the Third Wor l d , have t heir work cut out for 
h ow and 

t hem . They wust know j s t / hard/f a r t hey can safely push the system 

wi t hout mashi ng it up . And let me confess frankly t hat there have 
s ome of · s ome o f 

been times of late when i t had seemed t hat /oUI\p ol itcians , and/their 
\ 

over-zea l ous supporters , of bot si de s, wer pr e}ilred to push our 

sy s tem beyond its point of t oler ance , beyond what it can s t and with• 

out collap sing . And ele ct oral refo r m - a matter rof hl ch both of 

our major pol i ti cal par ties have campa i gned when in opposi tion -
pot enti a lly 

was one of the i ssues which provdlked this/d.an~erou s s i t uati on. I 

t h ink myself that i t was l ar gely the stubborn l evel - headedness or 
the ordinary J amaican people which kep t th is i s sue from boiling 

over into destruc tivenes s. So now, thanks to themr sobriety which 

was uphel d and endorsed by t heir Parliament yeterday , electora l 

r efor m has ceased to be a party political i s su e . I f all the other 

issues concerning Cons t itutiona l refor m can~e r esol ved in this way 

t hen Parl i ament ary democr acy in J amai ca will itself be the principal 

beneficiary . But lurki ng out t her e as t hr ea t ening sh adows we h ave the 

very much more vexed twin problems of sca rce jobs and scarce~benefits. 

I remember t h e time when Bustamante and anley senior worked out a 
contracts 

formula f or KSA job,i as 40: 40:20 . 40% of t he contracts went t o each 

party and 20% to non- party peopl e . In par ty t er m thi~ seelrf pr etty 

equitable except t hat t he ma jority wer e non-party an1they were p enal i sed , 

And the r eal t roubl e was that there were v ry many who got nothing a t a lJ 

under this formula be cause t here wer e jus t not enough j obs or enough 

s carce benefi t s to go around . And thi s , today , i s even more a t the 

heart of t he probl em,< than i t was in thos e days . I f t he parti ee only 
t o 

agr ee on how ;t:bl:e share the jobs and house s and s ervices now availabl e 
among their own supporters the real pr ob l em woul d s till remain . Fol' 
J amaica belongs to a l l J amaicans: not just to NP and JLP J amaicnei . 
And what i s avai l abl e must be for all Jamai cans . 

Goodni ght . 
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co l.L•i ,· T . y 

~l c t i on · , 11Act1one~rin~ & 
1ak 1ng . mocra cy Work 

Fo r bonadca~ t on ,o nca y 
1 pr il 23 , 1979 , 6 .lOp . m 

Goo d eveni ng : El e ction and ele ctioneP.ring 1 ver y mu ch i n the 

air r i ht now. Her e 1n J ama ica Hr. Dougl a s Vaz of t he JLP ham 

pr ed i cted early ener al elect i on~ . In Rhoae~ia , over t he· pa~t 

weekend vot ing was co mpl e t ed in a etrange gener~l e l ection 

which wa,~ mana ed and supervi ed by a whi te - cont r ol.led a r my 

and police f orce under a. white- domina ted govenmen t in a country 

whi ch 1 2 over whelmingl y bl a ck A D I W ICn 'I' 1E BLAC ~ :Ei:~REEOOM 

fi ght e r !\ ar t adi l y w nning t he war . h j oint l eaders of t he 

tri ot ic Front, Robert Mugabe a nd J oshua Nlcomo, y L terlay flatly 

repud i a t ed t h ee e e l e ction~ and vowed t o cont i nue t h e f ight . 

And election r eturn of morP than 100 .· vo t e r turn• oute in ome 

a r ea- h av e p rompt ed f urther que ~t on abtbut t he~ lue or va lidity 

of t h wh ol e exerc i e a ~ a true m a~ure of wha t b l ck Rhodee i a n 
·ec ator11hip s 

r eally t h i nk . ...l ectioms underj C!INP.:r.x:br. , or coe rcive r e g i me of 

one ki nd or a.no t ner ar kno m to have ~hown e oLe dramati c vot er 

t urn- out , like 99 .95 • So wha t a lue are we t o l a ce on thi 

highl y re i mented Rhod•si an voter • t urn- eut ? P ·r onally, I do not 

l a c e mu ch a l ue on i t . xsxax~e z«rlf On t .e other hand,( Mr . I an 

Smith , hi suppor t r n - colla bo1·a tor a 1much of t he Lotern 

press , e s pe ci a l ly t he wi re ervic , are tr a tng thi a s a grea t 
=1,re _:~ 

victory for t he O• "alle 1.nt r nal ettlemen t and ¢e ca l ])' on 

t he United rat i on to lift the s anction a ga i n t Rho e 1a . Then 

t her e are the Brit 1 h e l .ct i on . whi ch ar e now appr oa ching the 

l ae t week of cam. ai ning . Brit1.ah voter ■ go t o the poll s on Mc.. y 
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3rd in what is s a id to be t he mot crucial e l .ction Britain h a 

had in a very long. Cf r tainly, 1~ the 86n ervative win it will make 

a dramatic impa ct on even t in Southern Af"rica a well ae on 

~ritain ' coloured mi grant m1noritiea . So this one, like the 

American re idential election, 1 a lmo t a i mportant to us a tt 

i to the Pr iti h people. And o t o Mr. Vaz'e pr ediction of early 

general election her. en you top to t h ink about,. it seem■ aa 

though we in Jamai ca have b en caught up in one long, unending 

e l ection campai gn. Ca. t your min ba ck over the l a t five years 

or so. Do - it not seem as t hough our live ■ have been dominated 
ck 

by a s ort l en 1 t"?le ctioneerin • Think back to 1974, a nd 1975 . 

'hen , after the 1976 ele ctions, how long wa i t efore we were 

off' campai gning ae;ain? It seems a9 t h ough ce lling or election , 
then 

and/ca paigning a though ele ctions were jut around t1e corner, 

ha."' t ecome the domi nant po it1ca.l a ctivity i n J c1 ica . So the 

que!! t1on 1 : where do we o f' rom her ? When do we top the hard 

campaigning and hard runn1n · and settl~ down to dea.Ling wi t h t he 

nation• hard :prot l em·? ,. we keep it up until thil! overnment 1• 
this " ' __ ,.. 

defeated an another t akes it .... p l a ce? d what i fjtlh .overnment 

wln · gain at tha~ next electione? ~ we .1uir t continue the * 
tha. hi 

campa igning a though nothing ha ha.pp ned, But let y:e a ■um tka 
at do w do if 1 t dec1d s l 

"'Overnment 1 ef0ated.,E.Ex:tm:a:txi:txrieEin•xi11xiil!t2a; t hat a /"'be 

new op o it1on it 1.· go,ng to p l ay tlLe same game, and be lna 

el ct1oneer1ng tra i _h t m·Jay? Ar we going t o < ay tha w 1at i 

auce for the goo emu t not also be auce for the - Gn;er? It 

eem t o me that we have got our 0 elve into av ry tr1cky and 

dan erous box of brick wh re, unle s we are very careful i ndeed , 

we may e nd. up usint5 ele ction a nd e l ectioneerin to make it 
i mposs ible for any gover nment to su cceed: u ed thu election and 
elect1oneer1n would d~s troy electora l de ocracy. noodnight . 
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The Shapin g of t he Social Contract 

NEWS 
For broa dca st on Friday 
April 20, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The J amaica Chamber of Commerce, the Jamaica Manufact­

urers' As sociation, as well a s the Jamaica Labour Par ty, have ell 

n ow given their initia l responses to the Prime Minister's call for 

a Soci 1 Contract to a chieve maximwn production in a context of 
in 

economic stability and indus trial peace. And/e a ch ca se the reply 
,to some extent or other, 

r e flected/the main area of concern of the particular organisation. 

A key Cb.amber of Commerce concern, for instance, wa s t he man-hours 

l ost because of continuous strikes and other industrial action; tor 
more more 

the J l'JIA it was/import licences,/foreign exchange, better credit 
If stopping '""' 

facilities, reduction in t axes,/Xl!ll:J[][DI~ all radical and communist 

ideas from being promoted on government- con trolled media., stopping 
the an d criticising of response 
/ c on demning/capitalism, imperialism and the IM F. And the key/RIDlIR:nt 

of t he JLP is t ha.t there be a poli tica1 contractf o deal with hu an 

rights and victimis tion before t here can be any social contra.ct. 

We have not yet had this kind of public response from the tra de unions 

as a group or from the ~rivate Sector OrgBBtismtmn~ of J amaica. An d 

what these t wo groups say, and how they react to the call for a 

socia l contract, especially how the trade unions react, will be 

critical to t he success or f a ilure of any soci 1 con tract. What it 

seems to me we need t o be quite clear about from as early on as 

possible is just what it t akes to make A soc ial contract work. So, 

what are the minimum requireme11 t a for any workable Socia l Con tract? 

First, there has to be a simple and straightforward common objective 0 

A cla ssic example is a war situation when all the energies of a 
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society are harnesse d and f ocussed on one single t a sk, whivh is the 

wa.ging and winning of the war. Th e political and ideological and 

s ocial and ec on omic differences do not sui!denly disappear from that 

s ociety ; end it is not suddenly demanded of any section of that 
it or 

s ociety tha t/~••~ gives up wha tever it stands f or/believes in. All 

tha t is required of every s ection of that society is tha t x~ they all 

temporarily subordin a te~ their sectiona l intere sts to this one 

common ob j e ctive. And the second minimum requirement must of course 

be a clearly defined time-frame whthin which the Soci a l Contract is 

to operate. And when tha t time is over and the particular crisis 

has been overcome t he s oci e ty an d all its c omponent parts can return 

to business as usual. And the third, and perhpp.s the single most 

impor tant minimum requirement of any workable Social Contract is the 

accept ance by all those who enter into it of the principle of 
equality of 

relativeJi atp1ax sacrifice in order to achieve the common otijective. 

And for this the c ommon objective must be clearly stated and clearly 

under s tood by every section : an d t he s acrifices required from each 

section must be equally clearly stated and understood and accepted. 

Any contract which requires only the government, or only the employerE 
e.11 or moai t or 

or only t he workers t o make/the necessary sacrifices just will not 

work. IJirleed it 11 very unlikely t h t any Socia l Co ntra ct ck 

work which doe• not bring i n t he principl e of equ ity in both 

• crifice and rew,cd . And t he que at1on 1• not whether J m le asmd 
J maic n• can mak2 meet t hoae t hr ee mi n i mum r equirement • to m k• 

Soci 1 Contr -ct work . The r e ul qu at1on 1• 1• wh t her we w nt to. 

Th r f a l qu a t i on 1 • whether t h i• effort to fo r g e So c1 1 Con tr ct 

will be turned into yet ne t her p wn in our bitter politic 1 parwer 

ame . So w tch t he mo • clo 1el y nd ca r efully. They will t 11 you 

nd w..-.e-
who c r e~a bout o th r 
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Trade 'ith ussia 
rll king Our own Cheese 
lei littgs a• · 7 tl 

NEV S CO c1 ENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
April 18, 1979, 6 . lOp.m 

s:t 

a year 
Good evening: The sale of 200 ,000 tons of alumina/to the Soviet 

Union and Hungary over the next four years will bring in for 

Jamaica 40-m U. S. a year over that period. And this alone removes 

the Prime inister's trip to the Soviet Union from the arena of 

duppy politics and makes of 1 t an import nt and very successful 

trade i s sion of which all J m icans can justifiably be proud. 

You do not have to be either p rtisan or political about what is 

an obviously good piece of business for J .maica. And the business 

of opening this kind of new market for what Jamaica has to sell 

would be good thing, no m tter who did it . So let us ease off 
party 

t h e negative/politics around this business. The fact is that no 
party 

government of amaica, from here on, and no m~tter under wh t/label 

it goes, is going to wan t to shut off this tra de opening to a v st 

new market that is obviously going to be profitable to Jamaica . 

For if we do our part, if we £JU[ deliver the 200,000 tons of alumina 

for next year, and another 200,000 tons for 1981, and the same for 
~.e.l ~ . ~ 

1982 and 1983 , t he e rnings from this would l make it possible for 

us to build that long-deferred Sou th Manchester plant in good time 
~~ 

to honour the commitment to start de ivering a tot 1 of 550,000 tons 
year 

of alumina/to Algeria, Hungary and the Soviet Union from 1984 onward s 

And all this, let us re ember, does not in any way interfere with 

our present b uxite n umina commitments and arrangements with 
tra de 

the United Stetes and C n ada . The/opening to t he East i an addi tiona: 
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and new market. ~l.1he n ame of the game is diversificati on: doing 

bu s iness with both East and West, wi th both North and South : and 

with the main consi der t ion being what is in J maica' s own best 

national se lf- i nterest . The i mport nt t h ing is for u s to honour 

t hese agreements by producing and delivering what we have promi ed 
export agriculture, 

t o . And if we are really serious a bou t/:i::t.xrlx, and if we :produce 

seriously and package properly and de liver when we say we will , 

t hen there .JI.XJl is a n ew marke t of well over 250-million which c n 

take almost all the t ropic l agricultura l produce we have t o offer. 
A new 

It i s really all up to u s now./.fxa mar ket has been opene d : it i s up 

to us to take advantage of the + pening. And still on production, 

but at a l ocal level and for internal consump tion, t he shortage of 

cheese over t he Easter weeke.ne.,d struck me a s an unnecessary hardsh ip . 

Some h rdships we cannot help; thi s one we can do something about . 

All cheese is mPde from milk: milk i B the b sic rew material of 

c he ese. I~ is cheaper to i mport milk powder then it is to import 
i mpor ted 

ch eddar cheese. And we n ow u s e/cheddar cheese a s t he r aw material 

for the making of our very popular processed cheese. An d in order 

t o give t he processed cheese t 1at redlil.ish colour we import a colour­

ing substance ca lled Bixin which i s ade fr om annatto. All of which 

is just bout the n:.ost costly way of doing thin gs . e can use the 
and use annatto for the colouring. 

recons tutied mi l k JJllll.iax · to make our own che esej Th e Cu.bans do it 

and the Cubans have the technology. They make something like 17 

di f .fe ren t kin s of cheeses r angeing from che ddar to processed which 

re very good. I h ve t sted a number of them and I know. So why 

don't we sk the Cubans, or the Hung rians for that matter, to provid, 

us with t h e technology t om ke our own chee s es from reconstituted 

milk? I do not think t ha t either the Cubans or the Hungarian s would 

refuse us the technology or demim d a f at royalty for it. So l et us 
sk them ,nuh! No need for a cheese shortage. Goodnight. 
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J amaica in t he World Context 
of Easter, 1979 

t. 
NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Monday 
April 16, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: And I hope that the remaining hours of the long Easter 

weekend are as pe aceful as the en tire weekend · has been for most of 

us here in J 8maica. Up in our part of the hills it was so peaceful 

and quiet that the word •tranquil' comes to mind. And tranquility is 

something t hat is very r are almost anywhere in to day's world. so those 
- tranquility, 

of us who experience/±±, and it is xa± experienced at some time or 

another by nearly all jamaicans who live awa y from the cities with 

t heir overcrowding and noise and screaming and shouting, have reason 

to count our blessings. It is important to remember this if we are 

not to be totally overwhelmed by the headlines a.nd the news reports 

which only tell us what is wrong with J amai .ca. To be sure there is 

much that is wrong with Jamaica; but there is lso much that is right 

with Jamaica. The trouble is that what is wrong is news and what is 
and lawlessne11·s 

right is not. So the violence/of the minority is news, and the pe ace-

fulness of the l a w-abiding ma jority is not; the few who kill and rob 

and lie make the headlines, while the many who are honest and helpful 
a re not news. 

and co-opera tive/•xKXi~xu Failures and setb cks ane played up and 

dramatised, while achievements and successes are either ignored or 

else damned with faint pr a ise. If you try to a lwa ys be ar this in mind 

it will give you an interesting perspective on what is going on in 

J ama ica and in the w~ger i.worl!i. 
~tt~ .%~ 

For instance, we know tha.t we have 

very serious economi c ( problems and that there is a serious crisis of 

confidence in the society. And bees.use of this many J amaicans who 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

t hese 
could afford t o and who wan t ed t o esca.pe/:tu problems , left . Some 

went to t h e United St a t e s , s ome t o CRnada , some t o Britain, a few t o 

some o ther countries. And a lmost without exce ption t hese people 

have discovered that t he pr oblems t hey were trying t o e scape, or 

variations of those pr oblems, existed in t he pl ace s t o which t hey 

wento They discovered, in short, that t he whole world, not only 

J am" ica, is c ught up .in ver y serious econ omic, politica l and soci al 

problems. An d those who thought they were running from chaos found 
but a long way from home . 

t hemselves running into chaosJ The result ha s been some very unhappy 

persona l t ragedies of peo ple who have uproote d t hemselves, sold off 

a lifetime's effort and po se s sions, discovered t hat t hey could n ot 

:make it and were l es s happy where they ha d gone, but f ound that they 

could not make it home again. The lucky ones were t hose who could come 
our 

home again. It seems t o me tha t one of mzx gr e t f ailures a s a societ 

is tha t we were so ill- prepared for the devasta ting and traumatic 

changes which have hit the world sinc e t he energy crliisis ofl973. And 
most 

t o compound this we have di s sipa ted/axx our energies and much of our 
partisan 

substance in playing/poli t ics with this crisis ,lUlI t hus misle ading 
nature and 

the J amaican people a s t o its true/meanin~ The essentia l point 

about this crisis is t ha t our world has changed radic ally, and it 

will never again be a s it was before 1973 : not for us ; not for the 

United Sta tes ; n ot for Canada ; no t for Britain ; no t for any country. 

Change your gover nment a s many t ime• as you like and this central 

f act remains. We are en t ering an age B~ that is totally different 

from anything we have known Hn d we, the people a s well as their 

leaders, have no t yet adjusted ourselves to this new reality. Until 

we do we will have this cr isis of confidence. And again this is s o 

for t he entire wor l d , which is why Trinidad with all its oil and wealt 
f aces grea t llpr oblems than we do . The f act is t ha t Jamaicans are ridin ' 
this crisis with mor e balance and wisdom than most: end I am t alkin~ 
of the ordin ary people who are f ar aheAd of their leaders. Goodnip' 
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African Perspective : 
. 1) The Fell of Kampala V 2) Rhodesian Elections 

3) Tories & Southern Africa 

II 
NEWS COMME T RY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
April 11, 1979, 6ol0p.m 

Good evening: The fall of Kampala, Uganda; t his week a,nd next week's 

Rhodesian elections ba sed on I an Smith's 'internal settlement' ; and 
b'-~~ . 

Bri t ish Conservative Par ty policy[ as s pelled out in t heir just 

published election manifesto - all these indice te that it is time 

f or us to try and update our African perspective. The news of t he 
very 

fall of Kampala. broke in the/early hours of this morning; an d this 

was followed, a li t tle after eight o 'clook, by an announcement over 

t he sta te-owne d Ra di o Uganda tha t Idi Amin was no longer incontrol 

of Uganda . And so, eight years after he seized power and became the 

most brutal despot in post-colonial black Africa, Idi Amin seems t o 

be on the way out. And for this, a s for so much of the liberation 

struggles in East, Central· and Southern Africa, grea t credit must 

go to Julius Nyerere and his people who h ve s acrificed _much of the 

ver y little they have t o give aid and comfort and suppor t t o other 

Africans struggling t o be free. In the particular cese of Uganda 

giving support to those who opposed Idi Amin was a 

difficult business. The Char ter of t he O~ nisa tion 
on the point 

complex and 
Unity 

of African/2~rl•s 

is clear and specific/that n o member state should intirfere in the 

in tern al affairs of any other member state. So until Amin attacked 
itself 

Tanzania/last October Tanzania could only give asylum to the Ugandan 

re f ugees. But a fter that attack (an d especially since t he OAU did 

nothing about it) Tanzania retaliate}"in the face of clear and 

es tablished a~ ession. And the Ugandaf'exiles and refugees seized the 

opportunity and launched their own attacks on Amin. And t oday's fall 
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fall of Kampala is t he result of tha t combined operation. But a s 

long aw Aipin is still at 1 rge inside the country and as long a s he 

has men to -fight for him the shadow of his dictatorship will be a 

threa t over the country. So he must either be captured and brought 

to trial or driven out of the country before any provisional govern­

ment can begin to deal with the hard problems of Uganda~ '11d perhaps 

the hardest of all Uganda's many problems is the changing of the 

attitudes §lld the psychological and physical conditions which made 

it possible for Idi Amin to e stablish his brutal dictatorship in the 

first instance~ The challenge here, it seems to me, is to a new kind 
leadership of 

of leadership of which there is so far no sign in the/present Uganda 

Liberation Front. But these are early da.ys and the complete defeat of 
t he 

Amin must come first. Further south in Rhodesia, round one of/Ian 

Smith'p staged elections saw the filll;ing of the 28 seats reserved 
200,000-odd 

for the/whites of Rho desia. Hext Tues day the aixx 72 seats reserved 

for the six million blacks will be voted for. This means that the 

whites who make up roughly 3.5% of the population will have 28% of 

the seats in Par liament, will have all sorts of veto powers and will 

also have control of the security forces. And they describe t he se a s 

one-man-one-vote elections leading to ma j ority rule. And without 
so 

saying/explicitly, the election manflem<Jo of the British Con serve. ti ve 

party makes it clear that the Tories will support this Ian Smith 

arrangement if they are returned to power in Brita.in next month, which 

the British opinion polls say is likely. And the Tories make it very 

clear, and in very explicit terms, that if they form the government 

of Bri taiu they will resist all attempts to impose economic s anctions 

of any kind on r acist South Africa. All of which is going to give 

great comfor t t o the r acists in Rhodesia, in South Africa and in 

Namibia. They will dig in t heir heels. The bl vks will fight more 
bitterly, fin d help wherever t hey can, n o matter what the label. 

Goodnight 
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1 ) anley In J.l l O~C OW 
2) PR in6 the F _e st 
3) Pt1 tro eun, ri ces: op t e Poli t ic s 
4 ) • £ t 211 AT I r 

N WS COM EN1I' A Y 
}'or broRdc s t on tl on y 
April 9, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: i me ini s t er Michae l !t nley tod y begins his o f f icia l 

vi s i t t o t he S oviet Union, nd on tbe BBC t h i s mornin g in the 

pr ogr amme Tmrn t y-Four Hour s,e which foll ows the 8 o ' c ock ne s , Hu gh 

O' Sh ugneasy, inter na tional a ffa irs expert of t e Lon don Economi s t 

w s que s ti oned on the i .plica tion o f t e t:. anley Mi sion to Moscow. 

Wh at, h e a s s k e d , wa s t he p'aj>po e of t he r .. r,nley trip. 0 ' Shaugnessy 

s i d it a s a cold-bl o oded se rch for new mar k ets for the kind of 

t r opi c .l pro ducts produced in J maica . I t we s an effort to diversify 

trpding r ela tions for J 1a ica as ell As for t h e other producers 

of tropic 1 products who h v e h d something of r deal fr om the 

Westo The Soviet Union ha s not, up t o now, bought much of the pro duce 

o f the s e coun t ries 8nd if t his mi sion could open that market the 

bird Wor l d would benefit. 0' h ugnesay w s a lso as ed whether the 

visit me n t t hA.t J r, a ica wa s seeking clos er poli ti ce.l connections 

wi th the Sovie t Uni ono Hi s n sw r was fla t 'no' ; hes id M nley 
fu.rt ering 

w s not in terested in the Soviet s y s t em but only in t he/furlies:tigg 

of t he J ,a ica.n nat i on al self-interest. I thought you niight be 

in t ere sted in t h i s very brief summary of t h e views of an expert on a 

mB tter which seen s to hav e genera ted a gTeet d8 1 o f useless hot a i r j 

her e t home. Pe opl e .nd o ffici a ls n d experts in other countries, 

in clu ding Bri t in en d t he United St a tes, see nothing e ither sini s ter 

or d ngerous in a J meican Pr ime .. 1ini s ter vi i ting oecow. The re lly 

i mportf!n t thing, it s e e s t o e, i s wh t the J eican Prime 1ini s ter 

comes back with : an I am t h in ing of trade rather than aid. 
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even 
And is it not e. pity t a t we do not seem able to/discuss our very 

serious energy problems without somehow injecting point-scoring 

:p rtisRn poli •~ics in to it. Surely it should not b e all that difficult 

for a:ny government official or any Member of our Par liament to fin d 

out from the Trinidad High Commission in J maica whether tha t coun try 

woul d be willing to export refined petroleum to Jamaica : at what 

price it would be willing to do so: what quantities it can m k e 

available: an d for how long it can do so. li'or instance, some figures 

I have s een on Trinidad ' s oil reserves and oil production suggest 

t ha t at her pr esent r~te o.f extraction 11:rinidad' s reserves of oil at 

December 1977 would only last f'or 7 yea:B. Obviously, if you increase 

t he r a ·te of extraction t he lengt h of time t he reserves will last will 

be reduced correspondingly. 
's y' 

but if you/double the rate 

Seven years from 1977 t a es us to 1984; 
1'rinid d ' s 

of extract1on/%ka reserves might well 

run out D¥ 1982 , which i s jus t around the corner. And then what do 

we do, e s pecia lly if we have scra pped our own refinery? Sm let us 

please cool the politics over our energy crisis, rind let our experts 

provide u s with t he fullest information and the m.ost balanced advice 
whi ch e.re truly 

on which to arrive at sober decisions/in the na tiona l interest. An d 

finally , we have p s s ed t he .arch llJF test bee use, as Mr. Eric Bell 

told us realistically, we have learn·t how to pas s these tests. The 

importent thing now, it seems to me, is for us to learn the lessons 

of the harsh disciplines imposed on us by the whole business of 

de lin wi t h t he Il;F. And perh ps the single most import nt lesson 

t ha t we still need to take in and digest properly is that of ljving 

within our mean s, f producing the bulk of t he food we eat nd earnin 

the money to p~y for what we import. And on this last the kind ofworld 

in which we live and do business with is qui te a.s i mp~ ant c s our O'I' 

efforts: hence the search f or a new eeonornic~ sion to Mo a c ✓ 
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Uanley ' e Soc i a l Con t r ct Proposais: 
How Do we Stri.e t h e B lance? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro dc a st on Friday 
April 6, 197S., 6 . lOp.m 

t he opening of 
Good evening: In a s peech a$/the J amaica .Exporters As i:,ocia tion~s 

Nfl tional Export Week the Prime Minister SBid that all the experts, 

both local an d from t he IMF, are agreed that J amaican exports are 

now in a s e tisf ctory competitive position on t he world markets. 

An d I think we are a.11 of us r a ther painfully a.ware of just how we 

got to the pcmnt where most of the things we produce m1 d sell 

a bro a d can no w compete successfully out there. The price we paid 

was the bitter medicine the IMF made us s wallow by way of the ma ssive 

deva lua tion follo wed by those debilitating mini-devaluations known 

s t he er wling-peg which month-by-month ma de our Jamaican dollar 

buy fewer a:.~ d fewer of ~he sic things we need. And we none of us 
sma ll 

liked this medicine. And so it wa s something of a/relief to be told 

t h~ t it has not been to no point. J maican exports are now, as far 

a s prices ana coat of pro duction are concerned, in a s a tisfactory 
.J 

compettitive position. $'id in order to keep this s a tisfactory competr 

position .ixx%aXIU for our exports while at the s ame time trying to 

e a se the terrible pressure of t he crP-wling-peg the .:'rime Minister 

propo sed t he idee. of a kind of 'soci al contract' between the 1:redes 
movement, 

Union~, the business oommuni ty and the government. Under such a 

'contract' all three elements, l abour, man egement and the government 

would JIBll come together to work out agreed policies on wages, prices 

a.nd pl.ans for expansion and increased production so that more people 

could be put to work. And one of the attr ctive things about the ---

(',t1,l 'soci al con tr act' iciea is that it ha s been tried in some of t he more 
developed countries, note.bly in es tern Europe, when they faced the 
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kind of s er ious produc t ion-for-export probl ems which we nov h ve. 

An d , generall y s p e eking, it h s wor k£,d for a t leas t a limited period 

h ich h ns ~elp ed t o get tho se coun tries over the wora t of their 

troubles. You may remember t ha t Britain entered into such a 'soci a l 

con t ract' be t ween l abour, 1P.mRe.ge111. en t an d the gov er nment after she 

ha d to go to 't .i.e HH!' for a $4, 000-million loan ewcoru:pen i ed by the 

k in d of bitter me dicine we n ow kn ow. So 1 t c an work fo r a time, given 

t he will . And perhap s the most t elling r gumen t t he Prtme Minister 

m~ de in f avour of the •~ociPl contrec t' for us, at leest as far a s I 

rur~ corJcer ned, •vas when he pose d the two al t ern e.tive s cenarios on the 

wage guidelineo. Accordin g to this 1:, r 6 ument an y new Il\'1 F agreement 

will insist that we mainta in t h e s a ttaf8ctory corupeti t ive position 

we now h v e; so if we insist 011 h olding on to our pr e sen t 15% wage 
I t.;: ' _;[111 F 

guideline t hey 'm y &gree to it but insis t j_n e Echimge t hat we under-

take e1_.n other 6% devalua tion to maintein our compe ti.tive position. 

On t he other h an ds, i.f we agree to a 10% ceili.n g on wa ges the 

sstisfa o t ory competi t ive po sition c ould be me.j_nta ined without eny 

f urther devalu tion an d without t h e crawling-peg. Now, if the numbers 

in t he s e alterna tive scenarios s re corr ect, e.n d I have no wa y of 

c hecking t hem, then t h e one without the 6% dev a lua tion is obviously 

going to benefit moat amaicana; e s pP- cially if it is associated with 

a strict holding opers tion on prices 8nd ma.rk- ups. A 6% detmluation 

would lick e a c h an d every one of us, the unewployed most of a ll, 

wherea s a hi gher wage ceiling woul d benefi t only or meinly the 

300,000-o dd unionised snd well r epr e sented workers. In t his sen s e 

the choice boils down t o whether it is only t h e strong and organised 
,,f, 

minority who s e interests are protected; whether the interests o.f the 

whole J"amaicen oommuni ty , especi n.lly its weFikset members are also zi 

i_ protected. And how do we strike the ba lance? Goodnight. 
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N I s cow • ' . T y 

1 e J ·S , ..- ilw y .:-, trike s: 
u stion of V lue s 

or bro de st on ,ednes y 
April 4, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

bitterly 
ood evening: ;:oat J me.ioans are/1111 gry about the grievous dem ge 

and 1 ts economy 
and arm one to almost the en tire El 1 fl 1 c ~n community / by the strike 

o.f so e 140 l · 1w y orpor . t ion wor era an the stri e of' som.e 50 

aica ublic Service uompen y wor era . 

nd t e lo ah ve been wides read . There 

d rightly so. he de age 

s been de 1a ,e to e eotric 

pumpin _ equipmer t in our wr tar supply S)l:stem; there h s een d a g e 

to household n bu iness electric , l e uip en t; produc t ion h been 

severely un ermined 

food n s s poiled; there 

in one in t ances co p etely nalted; eople' 

ve been lay-of fs; nd we h ve not begun 

to li t t e on -term a fter e ffects of t ese t wo strike s. T e for 

insta ce a str i ghtfor •ard a tter s t e ing of shoes: it t 

~ set period of e t · nd prvs ·ure t o fix fir ly · nd properly the 
of he t pres ure 

so es of pair of oes. ino e t e - S t ri e t t set perio /h s 

been in t errupted a the c h o,a re that t e shoes de during 

thi~ period a loo good but t e so es y come y f ter A short 

ti of earing. hi 1 t e 01· t of fter-e .. feet t at we cannot 

even begin to c a cul te . An "or c ountry in our in of economic 

troub et ese kin s of dn a ing triKes, even where t ey are justi­

fied, Elr not to be un er t en •i t hou t very seri ous examination of 

11 t eir os ible imp ic t1ons. An d t ' ere i one very profound 

i plic tion be ind 

o e ent , 0 well 

ou t v ery c r efully 

e o. rren t t rikes VI ic t e en tire labour 

t h e enti e aioan co unity nee s to thin · 

co e to an un derstanding bout. Oon s i er t . e 

nwn.bera of t i~ tter. 140 railway wor era .n 50 J c. workers: a 

total of eat an 200 str1 in g wor era . An ~ t e 1 sue over which 
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t ey r e s triking i s essen tially a repr e s en t a tion 1 one, which m es 

i t a ind of o er tru le wi t int e 1 bour ove ent. You h ve 

thi r oup of le as th n 200 wor ers who r n ot sati f i e d with the 

unionu w ich now r e r e sen t t hem nd ar gain on their behalf, an 

t ey t to c n e to o other union s. ' h t i .e b s ic i s ue. 

Set · in t this 
h d 

• e f c t t at you h .ve over t wo ,1111on a ican s 

re not oh v e/ not ing to do i th t hi s r ti cular f i ght, who 

inv olved i n i t , W 0 
brutally 

PVe been/punished d : ose intere•ts 
j obs 

rH1/ e curity end uafaty, even t o t he poin t of r isk of life, h ave 

b en j eppor di s ed. 1~d, a your sel f , i s it r ight f or any group of 
in th i s s ocie ty 

190 people/ t o do t _is to more t hen t wo mill i on of t · eir f el o ci ti ze 

cl i t mor . ly right ? i t pol itic l ly right ? I it soci lly righ t ? 

I ·· i t e oono .. i c lly right? I t ere &1y point of principle, any _point 

of v l ue which can j u · t ify thi s m s aive t r ampling on the rights of 

two ill ion eople by les t han 200 ot era? et us say that t hese 

eo:ple hav e right on t ieir s i de. oea t hi s ju t i fy t heir trampling 

on t he rights of others? e there no other ways for them to persue 

t e ends t . 1ey seek? If the i r anawer i s that t .. ey h ve the mi gh t to 

cr ipple our lives n t his ive s them t ne r i ght, then they are 

i nv o ing t e l of t e ungl e; nd t ey shoul d be arned t h t un der 

t he l e\ of the j ungl e in ori t i e s o f 11 in ds re ys te atic lly 

wi .pe out by e j ori t i e s. th re i s n o ~my, un er j ungle rul e s, 

t .t any 190 C n win a in t an aroused end angry 0 million. oa t 

io ns } V e i t 0 e ,.r, gain ,nd a in, t .. a t t .. ey ao not ant 

t o i v e by t. e r ul e s of t e j un gle . Thi 1 ::J why we have the elabor te 

true ure of e r u le of aw t h 1ts an C eeks a d l an e s and it 

r.neny t ol er noe s hie ome peopl e i t e for weakness. Un dermine 

thi at a:n y l evel, po i t ic 1, economic or in l abour relation.a , an d yo 
0 en up V ole new b 11 g me. I t i .:, a que s t ion of the va lues by w i c. 
we choo e to live s society. Goodnigh t. 
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l) Oil & The Economics of Survi va __ 
2) The Industrial Scene 
3) Some International Notes 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro dc~st on Monday 
April 2, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: ~he l a test oil price increases, our own local increases 
industrial problems, 

in t he price of petrol and petroleum :products,/ and our continuing 

and r a ther negative and destructive poli tic s.l screaming and shouting, 

these domin a ted weekend thought an d di scussion here a t home. On the 

world scene t he one news story which domin a ted almost every other, 

was that nycle ar accident on a small river island ten miles from 

Harrisburg, U.S.A. Last week Wednesday the cooling system of that 

particular nuclear reactor f ailed. This resulted in a d ngeroue 
t hen 

build-up of r adiation which/damaged the reactor its~lf and r adio-

active fumes escaped into t he atmosphere. The thing about thase 

radio- ctive fumes is that there is nothing t hat people can see 

om feel or touch or ell: it is an illVisible and intangible poison 

which can maim or or±pple or kill. The experts say that the r adiation 

which escaped from that nucle ar plant ne ar Harrisburg was too small 

to cause any serious harm. The gre a ter problem, they say, is to 
reactor 

try and keep the nucle ar fuel within the damaged/cool enough to 

prevent it from reaching temperatures which would set off what they 

describe as a 'me\tdown' cha.in-reaction which would release danger­

ous and killing l evels of r a diation in to the atmosphere and the 

land and the water. And what is complicating this business of keep­

ing the damaged reactor c6oled-down is the fact that there is a 

bubble of hydrogen and other gases inside the sea led reactor which 
from 

is preventing the full flow of the cooling stuff/reaching the 

nuclear fuelo Until this bubble of gas is removed the reactor cannot 
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be cooled down sufficiently for the nuclear plant to be shutdown 

completely and so be made a fe. And t his is the problem that .American 

nuclear sc1en tists have been gr appling with all through this weekend 

while an anxious industrialised world watched. Many ~estern countries 

are now using nuclear energy to supplement, P..nd, they hoped, to 

one da y replace, oil a s t heir main source of energy. In Britain, 

for in stance, there are 11 nuclear power sts,t•on a which are con troll-, 

ed by the elect~ i ty aut- ori ties and another 5 such stations which 

are controlled by the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority. And 

in 1976 nucle ar energy provided some 13% of the total British 
as well 

lectricity public supply. So you can see why the Britiah,•-i:• 

as other nuclear energy producers, will be watching what is going 

on rjea:i:· Harri\ urg, a11 d i ·ts outcome, with very gre a t concern. The 
e,,, 

outcome of this accident may well dtermine world action on the use 

of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes for a very long time to come. 

Already, a a trong w~ve of an ti-nuclear energy is building up in the 

Ut)ited Sta tes. If thei accident results in disaster tat wave may 

become world-wide. And yet Britain has been using nuclear power 

s a fely since the mid-l950s} so it may well bt~ as safe s the care 

people take or as dangerous a s their care le sane as. Ax1yway, for the 

world, as for us, the eoonomica of survival dictate both ma ssive 

conservation as well a an ongoing search for alternatives. And no 

'if amount of pulling down or tearing down is going to help that. We, 

here and in the vvorld, are e,11 going to have to abandon the cheap 

and ea sy luxury of pulling and crying everything down in persuit of 

this or that special interest, and get on to the very much h rder 

and more painstaking business of building up. There is no other way 

ahe a d - for us or for anybody else in tod y' s world• So ke e p your 

cool and think about it, pleaseo Goodnight. 
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1) Enetgy: Ne Prices Comin 
2
3

) L bour Front unaett ed 
) , ges, rices, ..-. #§"" Mo..rk ups . 

fE ~S COIi• , Y 
For broe dc at on Frid y 
IPrch 30, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Goo d evening: A number of very diff icult end com plex matters appe r 

to be coming to a hee d e s we come to the end of arch and the first 

quarter of what looks like being perhaps the moat trying year in the 

economic history of in dependent J aica. Some time tomorrow evening 

we should be told the ne price th t we are going to hAve to p8y 

for petrol and for petroleum products. An d this is one price increa se 

over which we h ve literally no control. OPEC - t e Or ganisa tion of 

Petroleum Exporting Countries - ne s upped its price, nd that is 

t hat: you t ke it or le ve it, you like i t or lump it: OPEC is not 

going to hold down or scele down i ta prices to give any sort of 

ea se to poor developing countr ies of the Third orld. The t is a hard 

one to swallow bee use most OPEC countries are themselves oft e 
The rub is that 

Third v·orld 0 /aai the majority of the people in most of the OPEC 

,. countries are themselves poor, under-nourished, b dlj hous ed and 
are 

generally as istressed s/the poor in the non-oil producing Third 

i orld countries. So it i s r ther unr alistic to expect the present 

rulers oft e OP O countries to be more c aring end more comp ssion te 

about th e poor of other l ands than t hey are a.bout their own poor. 

Int is sense t he external policies of t he OPEC countries are a 

pretty ccurAte reflection oft eir domestic policies. It is a f air 

c onclusion th t we ill only see changes in OPEC policy toward the 

rest of the hird , orld when we see chang s in the domestic policies 

of OPEC member st tea. So for now opes for a sort of'special' 
~tu poor n' price for oil sees unlikely, and we are g ing to 
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have t o be r the :full brunt oft e OP C increases. And it seems to 

me importept that the government spell out as clearly and as :fully 

s possible ~11 the det~ils of the coming incre sea. Let there be 

no kite-flying or s peculative testing of the wind t his time: and 

ple~se justify every last cent of any proposed increase and explain 
existing 

why it c nno t be bsorbed into t he/•p•JUl~ high petroleum t ex. hat 

i s for sure is that oil prices are going up and will keep on going 

up an d that supplies are shrinking and will go on shrinking. And the 

sooner we really adjust to t his the better our chances of coping 

with this harsh new r e lity. The 107' cut in energy use tha.t we are 
token 

no being a.s ed t o make is r a lly just sm 11/beginning. We are 

going to h ve t o do at least t wo or three time better than that to 

really s t art to cope when the prices climb higher and the supplies 

become even shorter. hings like airconditioning nd structures lit 

by electricity 11 d y long 111 have to end. e wi~l h veto knock 

holes in w lls, put in windows nd let in God's sunlight end f esh 

a ir. But it is not only otj energy th t we are going to need new and 
~ . ~ 

frish thinking in order to~ wi t our problems. We are going to f 
\. 1,1,Wif~~ ilQ..O 

need lon the bour front s well. Mr. Bell t his week s pelled out (t he 

bleak alterna tives to public s ector workers. ut how can it be jus t 

or equitable t o put t is kind of rein on workers and t heir w ges 
fl'\ en I< ups 

without doing the a tme for prices andLpc-a:,...,.? Remember that list 

of price m rk-ups on ba sic 
g p 

foods I geve you on Fe bruary 21st? And 
of an item 

the guge perfen t ege/~K•~ between 
¾lt 

wwkker h d to pa'1! emember? 25 / and 

the l nded price/ nd wha t the , 
. ti-£U b ~ ~ ru~ 

30% and 40% and 50,t If workers 

w ges are to be regula ted and sc r led down then, IMF! or no, there 
~~ 

must be co responding an tching sceling down onl prices and 
mFirk-u~EI f _ R The alternative is a deepening of the 
present unsettled state on t he l abour front. r Q..~ ~~ Jtgx 
~ ~ [,s ~ Goodnight. 
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1) The Civil Service Sick-Out 
2) The OPEC Increa se & Conservation 
3) Ideology & Economic Instability 

NEWS COMMEN TARY 
For broa dcast on ednesday 
March 28, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The sick-out by civil servants seems to have brought 

some very important sections of this nation's business to a halt. 

The strike by elements of R ilway Corpor tion workers thre a tens to 
the opera.tions 

shutdown/of a t least one of our major bauxite companies, which could 

lea d to large-scale lay-offs of bauxite workers. And if this were to 

h ppen at Aleen it would be only a ma tter of time before Alcoa is 

a lso hit. And on top of all t his we f ace t he prospect of a new 

round of price increa ses on petroleum products next week. You would 

h ve t hought tha t in f ace of all the se very hard and very challenging 

economic problems f acing this na tion, moat, if no t all of our energie1 

would be devoted to grappling with these hard problems. Instead, it 
the party political and · 

looks as t hough it is/ t he ideological warfare which is receiving 
of the 

most time and most a ttention, and on which most/energy of this 

nation's leadership at almost every level is being spento As Chief 
on Monday 

3ustice enneth Smith summed it upj and I quote: "Not a soul believes 

tha t anything can be done without politics, which is messing up the 

country" o And so, while our public a dministra tion and our economic 

activity are drastically slowed down poli tica.l an d ideological 
going on 

warfare are escalated. And one of the very real dangers of/conducting 

our a ffeirs in t his way, it seems to me, is tha t given what is happen 

ing on the energy front, we could easily slip into a much deeper 

economic instability than we have experienced up to now. And economic 

instability, when it r eaches a certain point, provide s t he ideal 

conditions for politic8l t ake-overs by totalitarians of either the 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



I . 

J 

2 

extreme right or the extreme left. ~- And J maioa, right now, 

is moving in the ux~•xm direction of tha t danger-point level 

of economic inst bility. So if we are re ally serious about democracy 

and t he protection of the democra tic process then we will stop 

%kXJ1UEQa:x~uuixnJ1.D1aa:axd playing politics with the Jamaican 
istead . 

economy and devote all our energies/to halting the economic drift. 
, if we do not halt the economic drift, 

If we do not do this/then no matter how much we strut and posture 

our ideological positions, no ma tter how much we screBlil our &llti 

anti -communism or our anti-fa scism or our anti-anything-else-ism, 

we will in f act be helping to l ay the groundwork for what we all 

claim to oppose. One of the hardest things about democracy, about 

parliamentary democracy of the multi-party variety, is that it 
or parties 

requires at least t wo sides t o make it work. The party/in power and 

the party or parties in opposition must both agree to make the system 

work and must both agree to abide by the ground rules of that system. 

But if one side, any one side - the side in power or the side in 

opposition - decides not to make the system work, then it cannot and 

will not work. So it t akes two aides to meke parliamentary demoracy 

work, but it t akes only one side to ma sh it up. By the s ame token, 

if the two sides want to make this parliamentary demoracy of ours 
both 

to go on working then they are/ going to have at le ast agree t o stop 

playing politics with the economy end t hus halt the drift to deeper 

economic instability and ultimate economic cha os leading to 

totali tarienism. 
J, 

That, more than any postures or slogans or positi on 
I 

cries is what the J amaican ~~conomy and J amaican democracy need for 
:r.n ~clo..,1S- ~trt't <,Jt l..~ 

survival right now. A ffei ther the Bri tish1nor the Russian~i n~~ !!,Sto 

.Americans 1nor the Chinese 1nor the Canadiens ,nor anygody else /\e.a 
en slave vs 1 _.far 11S' 

either Msave us, or solve our problem!" Only we cen do either: and 
we. will reap wha t we sow. Goodnight. 
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1) :e E ypti n-Isr ae-i _e ce ~ e t y 
2 ) aJ · ··c ' r i s t o .. e-assert Co~1trol 

.c· E : S co·iM . .-11 T RY 
For broAdc.e st on on d y 
(.r ch 26 , 1979 , 6.lOp. m 

Good even ing: ilO ev en t s whic domina ted the weekend news, nd one 

of which r eache d its highpoin t enrlier today, took pl a ce f ar away 
t r.:. ae e-v-e ·t s 

from J ·na.i ca . Bu t/ru:i y well in .fluence our 11 ves more profoundly than 

anythin g which h ppened here in J amaica, or anywhere in the Caribbe n 

over t h i s pfl st weekend. 'he first i s t e process which led up;t to 

t oday 's s igning of an Egyptian-I s r aeli Peace Treaty in shing ton. 

e second .i s t he cur rent me e t ing of OPEC Oil inisters in Geneva 

wJ er e t1e oil produ cin g countries r e trying to re-establish some 

s ort of control over oil price s which h nve run amok. Th e se two 
vor y clo sHl y 

eventc Are/~Dl~D • • x~ in ter-r e la ted, and t he ul t i ma te outcome of 

either one, or of both , can A.n d will influence t he sh pe of thing s 

to c ome f o.r a ll t he world, 8.l1d t heref ore, for 11 of u s here in 

,Jam .i ca . We l ook firs t t so11 e of t he ey imnlic tions of the 

T _raeli - 'gy t i an Pec ce Treaty an d the s in : le mos t i n:.port nt t hing 

ebo i t it i ~ t ha t with gypt out of any military line-up of the 

ab st tea, t he kin d of war we have seen in t he ·d ddle East since 

1948 , now beco , es a lmos t i mpossible. Egypt was, and still is, t h e 

s trongest an be s t f.:! r med of t he Arab s t a tes which fought again st 

Isr eel· without Egy p t the other ArAb a t tea will not be able to 
c onv exiti .,_ P.l 

m k e effecti ve/we.r 111ti.k a i ns t I r el i t h t he ali hte at hope of 

winning . This i s one reason among ny why ~ e rest of t he Arab 

world i s s o bitter ag inst S .d0 t and t hi s e ce Tre ty. One obvious 

d nger i s t h t pe opl e who know t ha t t ey c nnot fi ght a convention~l 

er and win y s t e p up unconven tion Al ways of warfare: t hey ma y 
re s or t t o ore t errorist a ttr c ks, more s sasainetio~s, mor e hij eking 
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- in short, the wor d c ould see a drP...matic eso la. ti.on of terrorism 

nd counter-terrorism in pl a ce of f. the prsepects o:f 8.l'l Are.b-Israeli 

wAr ,h t migh t suclr. in t! e ,re t powers . So it wou.ihd p ear that 

teday' s Pe ce Treaty bet .een Egypt an I2r el reduces the cha.noes 

of worl a. wa r t.nree sterting in the i ddle ,e.• st; but it would also 
re likely to 

13 :-ipe , r t b8.t vi <?/w.11t1.xJt see ,i greP ter loeali sed iuste.bili ty and 

violence • .An d if t his were to :follow the pr ttern set by Iran then 

pl? ce e like 01 dan , Seu di .Ara bi a n t .1e SI:J l ler btl t o 11-ri ch Gulf 

.:, t . t~ s _a,r ,i,1;3 0 enbr ce t he kind of non- ligned r ~dica.l Islam chosen 

by I ran · nd whic it 12 - moot i .. :possible to put down from outside • 

.. resident Car t er's greet gamble 1.., .na.t this would n o t happen; thAt 

inste ..., d t h e ot_1er Ar b s would see tl1e benefit of : eece and be 

led t . join e process t•0rted y •gy:pt f,r>:d If rr--el. .o ths..t end 

t he An ertc~ ·,..i gover n en t, wi th t he a p rent aup:portt of both Renublic­

'3.n> And Democr ·ts i n t . e @ongress, ha.;i committed itself to finance 

the Is a e l:l-~gypti1=:.n PP.s ee to tne tune cf r oughly · 5,000-million 

over the nex 3 years, ·i t h I~rael get ting the J.ions s .are but 

;E;gyp t lr.io p t;tting q .si ze bl2 air. c.unt • ..;o tt1c _.,rice of this peace 

treaty come very htgh in a.ee d for tne T eri.c e..n tiu:"9r,,yer . And wh t 
he lp to 

rr. ,., .t/VJHio t his hi gh- priced dee l is t he de c isi on to 'PUt off until 

198 5 eny seri ov. s aecision on ?. f A. estini£1n state: t he l e stini ns 

0 re no t ,O"oin &: to v,ai ·, quie ~l y fo r -L;.h nex t ~1 ix ye~rs. ~\nd s om e of 

tnem are presuring t _ o .~e OPEC Oil · iitji sters nov me e ting ln Geneva 

to once a.ga in Ul!!e ' the oil w~ T)on' t o puni sb the inj_ t ea. Sta tee Md 

. inisters ·e more concAr ned ri gh t no i th bringing some sort of 

order t o world oi l price s~ h e h ope ia to simbili e pri .ces t 

between 18 .n ' 9 a b r rrel by next month, otherwise the sky ' ,3 the 

limit . }!;ither way spells grief - with or without t he 11 punisningnof 
the Americana nd Egy tiana . Goodnight. 
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VY ges ~ .',. .c ices ~ 3 torm ,- ·. 1,nings from 
Civil ervants, Nurses Te c,ers 

l nws CCrtJ',. .1 · T.A,. Y 
For bro, dcast on Frid2y 
~ ch 23, 197 , 6 . l Op . m 

Good evening: If you were to go into a superu r ket t ,is evening 
to 

/••• buy just four essential ite a of food fer pert of tnis weekend 

you might, if you were civil servant in the middle c erica l ades, 

or if you were e teacher, or if you were a trainee nurs•~i, degide 

to buy one t hree-po·und chicken, one 1 . r ge loaf of bread , e . . two-pound 
~Tecuftfy dSfflJ 

pack of rice and t wo cartons of milk, e.11 i tams whose[ prices are 

controlledo The chicken would cost you 3. 96, the bre a d would cost 

1.12, the r ice would cost 1, t he milk would cost 1 . 50: and with-

out any vegetables or anything e lse, you would s pend on juat the se 

four items , 7. 58. And this is 58c more th .n the 37 a week t he govern-

en t h s offered our oi vil servants as wage incre se; and it is 

8c more than the $7. 50 a week which was offered to the tea chers and 
. h J.ch no · r :jcei e. 

/the tr inee nurses,i And one ch icken, one lo f of bread, t wo pounds 

of rice nd two c rtons of milk might just about serve one couple 

for tomorrow nd Sund y, provided they did not waste anything and 

provided they did not have anybody else to feed . If' they had two or 
gr, wi ng 

t hree/c · ildren tat food would not l ast more than one d y without 

doing grievou na.rm to the basic nutri tione.l needs of grwwing young­

sters. Thia is the · a rd bread-and-butter reeli ty behind the l a test 

w ge offer m de by the governruent and which h s now been rejected 

by the Civil Service ssoci tion, t he Tellchers' At:1soci tion and the 

N tional Union of. DeII.! OCr tic Teechers . At today' s prices and in 
{)- c,'V 

c(fa., 
f ace of t he continuing inflation, l $7 9:fH1 7.50 a week l is ree lly no 

more than tokenism; d one can understand the anger with which t ne ae 
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groups ra acted t hese offer s. T'ninge are herd fo:c 11 but a ho.nd­

ful of t r ealaq rich an ong ua. But t:iey are hardest on the peo,le 
, a ccording to 1977 LAbour Force~tetisticf 

a t tho lo 11er l ev P-la of e arnings • .Az1d if you be :r in miild thP.t/lese 

t han 10,~ of t h e en:tire e41p oye d labour force earns over $100 a 
over 

wee k or/ ~5,200 a yer,,;,r you wi ll r ealiae h ow wi despread tnose lower 

levels of earning rea l y are . nu these e..re the ones who feel the 

h igh pric e s and the roaring in f l ticn most, the ones who have been 

hurt most by t.ni... almost 50% drop i11 the stand r d of living. But 

behiz1 u t he se, r:u1d suffering even more grievously are those at the 

lowes1i levelld of e arning end th.e unemployed: an d t hey hav e no 

&socia tion s e,11d unions to sp13ak up for t l_ieir intere sts. So where 

do we go from here'? •J:ne govermaen t seye it has no money to pay the 
without i mpc s in g .or~~ texea. 

c i vil servan ts and the tea c hers mor,~,1 But 1 t is also llowing the 

high prices 1io bear down he vily on t 11ese people eind, by definition, 

heaviest of all on t 1ose who ha ve leas or nothing tall. If civll 

serve.n ts and teachers :f:1.nd it he.rd to live on their e rnings, 

what ,uua t 1 t be like .:i.or ·t.ne c aua.l l a.tourer tmd tne Impact worker 

nd t he unemployed'? '£here are no e P- sy an s wers to these h erd que stior 

but nswers h ave to be f'ound, and governments are elected to find 

and to i1n:ple:men t t he ,r1swera. And if, in t he face of the kind of 

in flation we i?re now experiencing, the government s ays it must 
, ~ CM! iMXis t 

put a rain o:n wag~ s then [ it must elso put a m~ tch ing rein on prices ; 
o-rt;;r 

and, in d'.,ed, wherever possible it must roll 'b• ck prices. And one (_way 
ovvn 

it c an put littl e more money in to the hands of its,/and $$her 

workers is by e s ing up on t xes. One o f the c tches here is tha t 

any _t xes it outs,or cuts down on, mey in f ct mean e cutting ·b8ok 
-s f~d "'-9 

Lon the bureaucrpcy -na that could meen lay-offs end cu tba cks in 

t e civil ervice it elf. Thi i a tle ind of di.lemma we f e,ce now 
end will go on f cing until we strike new kin d of balance between 
wh t we produce end e arn nd wha t we want in a h ~ h new world. 

f!nn nn-i a "h + 
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NEWS CO M TARY 

Day of Pryer ~ epentenoe: 
0 Justice, 1'ru th & Love". 

For bro~dc st on ednesday 
~ rch 21, 1979 , 6 . lOp . m 

Good evening: The J a a ica Council of Churches and the Seventh De y 

dventi s ts have called on t h e nation to observe today es a D y of 

Pr yer and e pentance. And for ref action on t is day the chu.rches 

have suggested a Bible re a.ding from tne Second .Book of Chronicles 

in t he Old 'es trunent, s well s t he fol l owing pr yer: 0 0 God the 

F t er of al mankind - . 'e pr y th t you will in pire the people 

of this lPnd with the spirit of honesty nd integrity t hat in ill 

our de •1ngs one with another we ay show forth jus tice, truth and 

love. Bless a a ica.. Guide our le ders. Gu . rd our people. And give 

u s ho pe - For Chrj. st' s SFl ke. Amen". That ' s t he pr ayer for t e day: 

a pneyer for justice, truth ~nd love and for J maic to be blessed 

and to be given hope. And you m ow, if we were a ll to tflk e this 

pr Byer to he .rt n to try to l ive it out, wh t chan ge there would 

be in J m ica . Just think ~bout it for while. Think bout the 

screaming . 11 shouting n t he person 1 abuse w i ch p 88 for politic 

di s cussion Pn controversy t h se days. 1hen think how it would be 
cursing and the 

if t he/n r e-c l ling an t he tre eing - even to a per oOD I "" height and 

si.ze nd weight end person l m nneriarns- were to be toned down; and 

the i .asues, r t her than t he persona i ties, were to be discussed 

quietly and soberly nd 1th reeson Bnd a lanoe. Think how it would 

be if all our politicians, and all our journalists, nd ll our 

chu chmen, nd ll our business people, r eally tried to quiet things 

down by being quie.t themselves. For, do no t be misled: it ia 
.):, dcc;.o..~ve.e. 

possible to feel l trongly and to express strong views nd strong 
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feelings without sere ming nd shouting an cursing nd sl ndering 

tho 'e wi t 1;1 whom you disagree. All it needs i the kind of self­

respect which respects t he other person's right to disagree. There 

can be n o r eal respect or self-respect, no real love of truth and 
in 

·ustice/~~ people who t ell lies e · inst other people simply bee u s e 
or wish to win political point, 

t h ey disagree i h t hemj ho twiBt the truth n cl a s asin a te 

character as mo na of expressing i oagre e en t 11d opposition: and 

people who re l y believe in 1ones ·ty n d in t e Ti ty will not abu ae or 

suppress either t he tru·th or those 1ho ex resa views t ha t t hey are 

oppo ·ed to. It i s one of our cri*ioisms of communism tha t it tries 
and control 

to manage/ end manipulate popul r opinion: if we looked in the mirror 
open 

honestly we would be surprised at how/ma&k t o the same criticism we 

are to day. Honesty ad integrity are not ju~t quali t ies e mu~ t 

e and of o t 1ers: we , too, must h ve and mus·t show honesty Md 
11 

integrity in/ our de lings. Th tis wha t t he par ble of the ote and 

t~e e un is all about, l es t we forget. ~o if the sere ing and the 
and busing 

ahou ting and the cursing/end the lying an t he manipul ting QX-» f om 
what i s reAlly a v ery vocal and artioul te minority of us were 
to qui e ten own , t e people of this land can "'n·d 1nill be inspired 

to p le with today 's proble, s d. h rdi::ihips, t h ey h ve done 

with past proble a and hardships t hroughou t their history, and as 
future generAtions of Jamaicans 
:.itaxfwill have to do in the future becc use there is no end to t he 

problem s of being hun an on t i s e~rth. d to gr pple suoceesfully 
passing 

with i ta pr o blerus e ch/ generation, ever ywhere on God's earth, needs 

love nd hope. An d love and hope re not buil t b oneering and 

jeering or byte ring down everything. An d t here is uch that is of 

gre t value in t his land; I t h ink more than in mos t o thers. So, 

bless J ica; guide our leaders; gu. rd our people; give us hope. 

Goodnight. 
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l ) Gr en a P: J . tt r of eoogni tion 
2 ) 'l: e ' er y 
3) ~ ter ' .,i 

-risia: <-"o e . n Q i. OV B 
le E t n 

r Y 
bro at on 1 on d y 

ch 19 , 1979, 6.lO p.n 

Goo d evening: IC twee feusd<Y' events in Grenada continued to 
throughout the region 

do in te news and discussion/ over t his p .st weekend. And et the 

hefir t o the iscussion s t ile · tter of recognising or not 

recogn i s ing t e government es t bl.i s ed by . r . ' ·rice ishop and 

1 bro d-based eople's 111 nee. Un erst nd bly, it is the e ders 
of t he 

/ i s l Frid of t e Ees ri bbe Pn/ who a e · os t biv ,lent bou t 

recognisin g t e ne r e gi e in Gren d • 8 f r these le dera ar e 

concerned t o ive recognition, n quick recognition At the t, to t he 

Bi hop reg i e, would be 11 e eudorein ' violent revolution as a way 

of ch ng in t eir own governments . An so the tur .l impulse is 

to f:lt 11 nd do no thing w ile s .ying ' hen s of f'. If some .of t 1e s e 
could 

as t -ri bbe le ders/ n ve t eir w y they wo ld wan t to put 

GrenAde in to kin d of qu ran tine - a. k i nd of ieihltkiied poli tio l 

i bo - u.n ti ne election s re hel end Kft auly elected govern-

ment 1 inst lled wi th which t hey could s .fely 0 business . h e t, '-. 
' 

unfortun te l fo 1 t he 
' 

i not po i b e so, tomorrow, t ey are going 

to h ve 0 A e he hr devi sion of ho 0 live with nd de 1 with 

t e i lOP regi e in G en • ·ust how the i s l nda li e St. Luci 
' 

~t. Vincent , o inic n lm tigu will h n d e t is h rd probl em 

n, y well deter ine how t ing eve lop in t t art of the ~ ·orld for 
r e soneb e 

t he next ten to t enty ye rs. think it i .s / xaJu1aua Assumption 

" 

t t rbedoe, uyen a. ic i ll r e co ni se the i hop govern en · 

fte r to orrow' s eating in tigu • r y in f o tion i tha t these 

govern ents hav de ayed recogni ion prim rily bee use they re all 
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p rtnera in IC end they all w n ted t hose CARICO members in 

t he A .::iOC i . te d t a.tea t o sort out t eir own problems an d concerns 
public 

without the pr essures of prior/announce enta. And in any c ae, 

prudent en d reapon siblJ governments do not normAlly rush to ccord 

recogn ition wi thout f i rst wei ghing a l l th complex implica tions, 
giv en the uniquesne s of w a t 1 :ppene d in Gr enada. 
On the o ther h nd, t o delay r ecogni t ion unduly, once it has been 

decide d on, wou d in f ct UXJI cont ibute t o en a tmosphere of 

i n t ebili t y. .And a wee s eems a re sona le t i me-s ,Pan in which to 

weigh up t ·ngs and rrive at s ober judge ents. An ince i t is ol eeI 
in Grenada 

by now th t t he shop r egime i s in control/we can , I t 1ink, expect 

reco i tion fo r it by rbedoa, Guyen e nd J :)maica tomorrow ni ht. 

Trinid d' a behaviour up t o no uggesta that even if she does not 

f or mally ~nnounce recognition, she will be willing t o work with t he 

new govern ent in CA I C • t, ext, ener y an d .America ' deepenin g 

preoccu.pa tion with t he poli t ic s of oil w s t he ain topic on the 

in t er n tion l scene. <'xxon ( f or erly Euso), America n d t he world ' s 

biggest oil co p ny, ya i .t will top i ts a e a to 'third p rty' 

cus to era wo l dwi de : hitherto it h s be en selling about 10% of its 

oi uppliea in thi ay. o t e eric n s nt all that oil for 

the elves. Tllis, I suggest, i t e in of pointer to the f uture 

whioh should m e us in J ioa plan hr n d f ast f or altern tive 
t un ts B y nd e lsew ere 

ys of powering our e lectr ic -l gen er tor ( if we do not w n t t he JPS 

ligh t · to suddenly go out 
an oil orlgBs 

turr,i/a br eak-loff t he Pedro 

f our or five ye~rs f o now. Let us hope 

nka, by 11 e n s ; but l et us also pl~n 
11 

inc se i t doe s not ppen. u r in du s try provi des one/model 

fo l t ern t ive ~ys t o power our e· ectric 1 ener tors: let us 

. tu y d i mprove on it. 
bout · r e siden t ar t er• 
he s t ill r e e ber r p 

n fin lly, everybody 1a s been very guarde d 

ppasen t bre k t hrough in t he i d le t: 
vid. Goodnight. 
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Grenada: 
i) U. K- U.S- n adian Hands-off 
2) T.t e estion of ecogni tion 
3 ) Implica. tions'Jmf ~he ' e a tm in s ter odel' 

N s co · E Y 
For bro de st on Friday 

rch 16, 1979, 6.lOp.m. 

ood evening: Tue day' s political coup in Grenada continues to 

domin t e the news in t he gli sh-spe king C ribbean: and two of 

the moat significant develo pments this fer are, firstly the quiet 

but very appar ent decision by the governments of t he United Kingdom, 

C nada an d t he Unite d St a tes not to respond to ric Gairy's appea l 

to them to provi de him with arms an d manpower to stege a counter-

coup. f course t he se grea t powers will h ve t aken note, an d may 

even h ve consulted with some of t he governments in t he region, ••i 
for t heir r eac t ion, but all the 
aiix.tilaxauau&axaqpaixttd evidence suggests t ha t nobody h d to 

press or pr e ssure them into adop ting a, hands-off policy. So a f Pir 

conclus ion is t h t rit in, C n da an d the Unite d St tea re 

s a ti sfied th t wh t h~ppened in Gren de on Tue s day we s a purely 

intermal tter an d t hey would not therefore ihterfere. And in t he 
' 

world of diplo cy and of the menipul tion of power t h i s British-

C din-American pos ture will be seen en obj eft lesson and a 

werning t o others to do likewise an d desist from interfering . So 

the ch no es of Sir ric Gairy getting any s ort of milit ry help 

from any other country to st e counter-coup is out. And even if 

some rightwing dicta torship such a s t ha t in Chile wante d togive 

secret help t o G i ry , the f ear of being foun d out, f being exp6sed 

nd denounce d by th se t hree We s tern powers, v, ould inhibit. rvhioh 

le vea G iry 1th only the possibili t y of r i s ing a for ce of mercenar 

ies. But mer cenarie s c ome t very high price s nd it is doubtful 
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that Eric G_iry could find t e kin d of money to fin ance even a sm 11 

me cen ry invading force, or that the three estern powers involved 

nd t he countries of the region, would a..-llow it. o, unless the 

people of Grenada went him b ck, Eric G iry would seem to have no 

vay b ck. The second signi f ic n t development is t he f ct tha t the 

IUnLote:m from the region who met in Barba dos to review the events in 

Grenada celled for non-in terferenoe an d for a re turn to con sti tu tion-

li ty as soon PS po sible but aeeme to have arrived e.t no common 

posi tion on recogni s ing the nev dministr tion in Gren0da. This 

matter of recognition i clearly a tricky and dAngerous one, especi 1: 

for t e le ders <, f t e sm ller islands. To appear to sanction what 

happene in Gren ada on Tue~day may, s t hey see 1 t, be to, dig a hole 

for themselves tomorro. Eut the hard f act is that what h ppened in 

Gren ada on Tue.sd y did appen; and t here is no way that we oan 

ma e it un-ha pen or shut our eyes to it. Like it or not, approve 

of it or not, this week's events in Grenada h ve fin ally exploded 

t he notion that the ' estmini ter mo el' all by itself, is enough 
ah ys 

to en sure th t we will/be free of political coups end that we will 

a w ya ch nge our governments in one w y only. I happen to be one 

of tho e who believep that the ' estminister mo el' provides the 

best and most orderly nd most democra tic way in which a people can 

choose, an change t heir governnent: it provid s for stability end 

it provi d ;s f or continuity. But it alao denands a very high egree 

of politicel sophistic t ion ~n a flexibility and sense of community 

from tho se who would oper te it successfully: and bove all, it 

dem nds a sufficiently deep reg ra an d respect for the elector te 

to bow to their wishes, r ther than to subvert or distort or manipul 

te tho se wi shes. And the' e tmini ster model' is doome to f 11 e 
unless all t e p rties m ke it work. G iry wanted to use and menipulet 
it, so 1 t ~ailed in Grenada. 111 w le rn the lesson? Goodn i ght 
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he Cou in Gren a d : 
The Problem with Coups 

!lf~ 
NE,.,..,,__ ___ ,,,.,,.,.,,.,,,,., 1AR Y 

For broadca st on ednesd y 
M~rch 14, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: YesterdPy' forcible overthrow of t he G- iry govern-

ent in Grenada - for that is w a t a coup is - has provoked a 

aeries of predictable re actions. It is leftwing coup so the 
political 

peo le on t e/ Left an d t hos e who support t hem h ve welcomed it; 

a.nd t he people on the politica l ight en d t oae who support them 

have either conde ned or deplored 1 t. This has been t e broa d 

general re c t ion in ica, in t he C ribbe n and in t he world 

gener lly. If it h d been righting coup the po s itions would, of 

course, h ve been reversed. ' he political Ri ght would have supported 

a rightwing coup an d t he political left would h ve opposed it. That 

is one f cet of t he tter. Ano ther f cet is the question of wh t 
t he politics of 

e feet thi s leftwing coup in Grenada is likely to h ve on/th t arc 

of English-ape ing isl nda known as the ind• rda and Leewards. 

ill other unpopul r regime s in these all islands •ax be subject 

to change by coup, now that the first one h ~ taken place? I 
and must be 

suspect t hat t hi s question must h ve been/uppermost in the minds of 
earlier 

some oft e ini~tera who .et in B rb doa/todey to review yesterd y'e 

events in Grenade. There re those who wills y the t no other island 

in the E s tern C rib bean i s quite like Gren d was under ric G iry, 
wh t its 

/ wi t h 1 ts goon squads,/physi.c 1 in timida,tion, uJiitli dictatorial · 

politics and its open saooiation with end support from extreme 

righting regimes such s that of Pinochet in Chile. True enough, 
he 

G iry w s a par ticularly un ple s nt political type, but/~~ snot 

t he first or even the only and he is not likely to be the 1 at. at 
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one won ders, ould have ppened i f t e people of St. Kitts-Nevis-

Anguilla h d yeaterd y' ti prece~dent before t hem during their 

troubles ·with tne late r r. Hobert radshaw . The br te f ct i s that 

t ere are enough explosive problems, n d these are likely to increase 
t ere are 

end/enough disconten t_j to lea d to any number of coups, onoe tha t 

p rticuler door is open~ It i s for t his r eason tha t how r. urioe 

Bishop an his supporters handle t he itua tion from here on becomes 

so very important. r . Bi shop ha good record a s a real oh pion 

of human rights: on t e record so far he h s not tried to manipul te 

t he human rights issue for party political gain. Now he will heve 
, s quickly as possible, 

t o put th t record on the line by demonstr ting/tha t he has the 
genuine 

/ suppor t of t 18 overwhelming aj ori ty of Grenada's people. This, . I 

think, i s ul timPte l y the only way to ain any sort of legi tim oy 

for government that did not a chieve power by way of the ballot 

box. In terms of the specific ca se of Grenada, one uestion puzzles. 

d the answer t o t h t puzzling question m y also provide a possible 

re on for t he staging of yesterd y's coup. All the evidence out of 

Grenada in recen t ye ra h s shown the ste dy erosion of Eric Gairy' s 

ower. In 1972, for inst nee, he had won 14 out of the 15 parliament­

ary seats; int e ye rs between~ i s power over t he .el.actor te h d 

dwin dled t o t e point where in t he last elections in 1976, he could 

only hold on to power by winning 8 seats to the Op o ition's 7; 

and tis amid char es of a ssive electore. l f aud. So why then h ve 

a coup when it seeme pretty clear that G iry would be swept from 

power t t he next elections? Those of us who 11 tened to aurice 

Bishop when he was here and who ve red wh the said elsewhere, 

will recall hi s often-expressed fears that there may not be any next 

e lections if ric Gairy had his w Y• And recently Eric Gairy hes 
been hunting f o arms to put down communi s t plot. So the ueetion 
is: Was t his a leftwing coup to forest 11 rightwing coup? 

!Jon drd ah t _ 
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l) rt in t h e 
2 ) o a on e 
3 ) ,Vh i te , dven turi 

w 
For b · ~on doy 
rerc. 12 , 1979, 6.lOp . 

e ·t 
h n in ~,or d 

Southern fric 

Good evening: .p rt f · om. t e current t erfront tri e t hings were 

co p r tively quiet on t he in ~u t ri l cene over t hi p s t ,; reekend: 

t e ~ov ooti workers re b c t work, ~ t e par ties re talking 
t he 

in/ o thet; sensitive l bour Rr ea a . ut it i s 11 ery e ic te an 

need s C'"' ref 1 w tch ing . And it see s t o me th t J ica is v ery 

f ortun te ri · ht now in the n w o sour very edica ted anli very 

erd- or ing ini.ster of L bour ho oee not ever1 see to h ve a 

free week en d t o im elf t ese day • And p rty politic .ctivi ty 

e so muted over tlis ee end, wi t h .' emph e ai,s bein 5 on ,est erd y ' s 
\ 

\ 

In tern t i on A. '"omen • s y r lly an t he promise tha t the a terni ty 

Leve "W will be on t e a ican vtatute boo~ by l f . ~\ 
u y o t i a Y8t~·. 

' hen, too, t ere · s t1e u sual a t e of eoci e \ ~and crime; gut all 
\ " 

on 0 lesser sc le the in o ther ti ea . The higbi prices, the Wlemploy-
, the low pro uctivity 
ent/and t e shorte es - e~pec1Flly for t } e poor - were wi th us 

i/ 
s but in t he .1 in t e n d , s quiet , i n t e n i n the 

people were pe ceful, int e Pin e were phy J ~c lly comfortable 

nd free . On t e intern t ion l scene :the wee en\i as vastl y ruor e 

unsettled with hfi re 1 ent rter • ., trip to the iddle E st be i ng 

t he ingle o t impor sn t new s develop en t . Pr ent in di e tion s are 

t h t t e C rter vi sit not a c ieved the ,dr · atio breakthrough 
\ 

t e Ameri c n r e siden t h d g b l ed on. By ;~ersb11All y going firs t 
I 

t o gypt an then t o I r el t n try en d readlye t e remain i ng di f ::·ere 
i 

nc e a w ich atoo between an \ gyptien- Isr eli peace treaty , Mr . r t er 
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sin f .c t gembling i th hi s own olitio 1 f uture . A~ . if that 

g nb e er e to f il t e i p ic tions cou d be very serious for 

very ny o t er countries besi et e nited St a tes. Con ider a few 

of the e implic tiona . First, if this ~rter initiative wer e to 

.;, il An t he e ce process were to coll ae com lately in the 

a ~dle · s ·t t e Islan ic r di cali am wh ich i s no s 'eeping the are 

is bo .... nd to ·be step ed up And countries l i ke udi Arabia, Jor urn 

n t he ulf s t tee will be unabl e to resist it: an 

am , As vents in Iran h ve shown, ia a anti-V, e1:ttern a it is anti­

communist. And t he oil of the r, i ddle ,a.st , under I amic radicP.liam, 

ill co e very high in deed , n w1 t hou t an y i deologio 1 commitment 

to eit er side. And in such A context t ne u siana, who re less 
·,! 

dependent o~ ii ddle -; as t oil than i s t h e est, will en.erge the more 

aalf-sufficien t in en ergy needs nd t here fore t he s tronger o f the 

t wo power wlocs. An d I lamio r . aic liam vill w nt to go to war 

Fi in t Israel. n d these re t he ingrediet,fts '!for the ind of conf 1, 

t ha could h •ve orld i de r epercussio.ns. econ d , the f a ilure of this 
\ 

rter ini t i a t ive is boun d to furt er seriously dama g e t he resi­

den t's o ances .for r e-election, en all we heive to do is to ook 
Ci, 

b ck to U. • policy towr da J 
l 

ica an t e O ~ibbe n as a whole 

durin the Nixon- ord- i singer period to r ealise just how very 

· iffliren t thing:3 could be for u , end in deed for t 1e en tire hird 
\ 

orld , if )r . C r ter wer efe t ed by o e con ~e~vat1ve epublican 

li e , s y , • on ld e an, in t ie next - , ~ i en ti al elections. 

Or .e o t he cri ti ci sma of •·r . CRr t ,r in the Un~ ted 3 t tes i sth t he 

n ot been to gh enou gh in f oreign policy. An thotJe o ay t 1a 

re t he eople w o uppor t t whi te r ciwt l'(lven turism of Ian s i th 

in hodosia n 
want · to in t ern 
t e success or f .ilure, 
i n nor t .&nt i mnJtca t ion ~ 

Co . in outh /l fric -nd mibia , " hich 
t conflic t there. o , 11 e it or not, 
e vi ory or efe a. t of Jimmy Car ter h s 

or ~11 of u s , 1"' --~--i ~ .. "'" 
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N! S 
•or bro 

?-l rch 9 , 
st on Fri d y 

979, 6 . Op . 

e trol 
to re 

.. r d 

Incre ase? 
1ving St 

nuch? 
r a 

Good evening: ' he rice f ,. etrol for the J 

up by 200 a. ga lon a. o t exectly tnree on tbs 

ican motorist went 

o . hat increase 

w b sed on the f ct t at t e 0 ~c countries were going to increase 
for 

t eir s elling price/a:f crude oil by 14½ - ced out e.s 11 

,u rterly incre ue over 1979 . y t a t for ulr the 14½ tot l 

incre se wes expecte . to come in to f orce by t e l t quarter of 

this ye r . But inste d of t e price of our petrol to the motorist 

be in tepped up in the e · art rly in t ent.s , w h it in one 

' 
s otori ts, 

lick . ->0 we/ , ve been p ying so et ing over t e 14 % inorealile 

since · DU ry of thi ye r. ,All t i eans t l t the J . .. eican otori~1 

h . inf ct be•n ying lit ' le more than as diet ted by the 

trig t ari t etic of e P O increa~e of 14, %. ut event of 

the l t coup e of wee a seem to be over t in th t step-by-step 

p forrnul nd we he r ari re d of rioea going up by more than 

t e forreu • everybody bl _ es it on t i: e events in r n • 

In s o e C es producer c oun tries h v Id pped on from between 2 y.:; 

to 7% ore t an t e ·a-agreed for: iul on first or second qu ,,rter 
~ 

ri ces . ~~~~~~~~.... Iran 

un er the 
CPEC 

e;\ p ck, t e o d man out , hah, e ild joker in 

pl ying n indivi ua 1 t e ge red to very pecial interests: but 

w tever th t e, 't e cri is of sup lies set in otion by events 

in I r n 1 very re 1 . n I:, or t es nd high rices go hand in h nd 

herever p l ce . And so no t ere i the beginning of t l 

here in ic t ; t t he price of our llon petrol 1 . oing to 0 
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up in by next nionth. ow, t e t ing i t see ' to me tl t we, s 
in p rtic lar, nd consumers in gener l 

otori ts;( , ant to w ch very c r .fully i t t ~ re not de to 

p y ore th n the nctu.el incre se above t1e OP~C 14 which · e re 

a rea dy p ing. For int ce, if uhe cu rent incre ~es were to 

pus up t e price f our oil by ten o:c twelve or even fourteen 

perfent i t in t · - next t ree or four onths, s lon a .... the 

i ere se i · below t h 

be p yin t t incre .. e 

we 1ti.i:.i:, P. consumers. will ,lr dy 

rice, so ny e. di tion l increa ea to us 

ould h · ve o be explPined encl u tified in very r e t careful 

detail. ' o ' y ' t'1 e ican consumer i s in no n.ood to jus t be t old 

' worl rico a re oing up so t h e price to you u t t herefore be 

incre s e d by t n is or t h t igure' . ··a ~~..n t t o know t at the incre se 

i not e hidden new t x, or t .o in of add-on which s ys th t if 

any price go u p by, y, on c ent, it is f ir • e to dd-on t wo 

or t ee ore A. kin d of cree of. bviou ly, ny price increase 

over nd 8 ave PEC':,:; 14:a1' will h VO to be p ssed on. t let us 

k e at it is t t, th t 
~ 

ssed. be .:>Ure t d a one, wJ::r.i:-ctr i .P on . 0 

• I 

on ' tch rid in i t th t 11 the f igures re expl ined nd ju tif'ied. 

n I incer el hope th t our o i t ic1 ns of 11 p rties u.r1 derat n d 

t hen ar t i es hit, people, all people, beco e bitterly and 

hly intolerant of ya . d be viour t t t ey see cont ibu.t-

ing to t h eir trou l ea . And n e r fifty percent out in living 
1o ~ ~ V--Ofat.t ~u ~~o e.. an t:r wing 

t n rds Li t rouble enough to generate a v st/impatience and 

intolera ce of pub •ic eotor stefulness n priv te s ector high 

prices; · of t e kin d of 
.uu)v.. ~ 6\ ·tttc.~ 

of lP rty synonymous ··i t 

rtisan :poli ics which puts the inter est 

then tion l in ter est . And so, in ny 

corn ers of t e d the po i t ic 1 proc e ss 1 ·1s issed as a c ontest 

between bl .c dog and on li:ey. An t · is, hatever else it is, is 

not cod in l ich people overcome their problems. p ht re 
we to do? Goodnigh t . 
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he Energy Crisis: A GlobPl erspective 

Ewe Oru Y 
For bro dcas on ~ednes y 
i rch 7, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: The world 's m jor oil compan ies - all of t he either 

North .1 erican or ·es tern • ropean - h8ve st rted cutting back on 

the an ount of oil t ey supply t o their custo ers. An this cutb ck 

in supplie s is hitting everybody, the big rich n tions swell s 

t he poor Third orld countries. nd one oft e inevi t ble by-product 

of this cu tbec i s t he ou tbrea · of panic buying hich al a.ya comes 

1th sho t ge or the t hre t of shortage. nd o b rrel of crude 

oil which should be selling at just little over 13-U~, is today 

fetching any t ing from 20 to 2 5-US on the so-called open m rket. 

Go all t he indic tions are th t e can ex_ ect t wo t hings to h ppen 

in t he months and week~ head - and I a not just thinking of 

J maica: these two things re likely t o ppen all oger the worl d 

nd in ·11 countries which do no t produce their own oil. The first 

i s th t t ere will be less and less oil, and t herefore, less end Le s 

oil-b sed energy, available to the people of the se countries. And 

t e second ie t h t the d scramble for what oil i ~ vailable is 

going to send price 
see e 

pricing formula/±• in 

shoo ting t, rough the . ceiling. Alr ady the O E 
doll r 

sh mbles, with/rich countries like J pan, 

and gold rich countries like South frica pa ying huge prices to 

corner the avail ble oil on t e so-c lled open r et. And a s 

access to oil from t e ,i ddle st beco es restricted to them as 

t he oil-producers either out t hem out or by-p ss t hem, the e s tern 

oil comp nies er e bound to go after the beat pr ofit rgina 

possible from t he ir dwin dling oil r esources. nd they ere of course 
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goil:lg to try ~n d m ke this profit bon enza 1 . t for as long s 

possible. So they will these vea buy up wh tever oil they can, 

stockpile it, nd rele se it inc refully controlled quantities to 

heir most favoured custo ers. And in any such arrangement it is 

the poor nd the weAk of t he earth, the non-oil-producing hird 

World, w10 are going to feel the double pinch of short ge and high 

prices most. And when the point is r eached when t here just is not 
non-oil-producing 

enough oil to go around, the/Third orld ill be the first to h ve 

its supplies out off by the Western oil companies. Will t he Third 

' orld oil producers then come to the id of their fhird 1orld 

brothers? '£he evidence of OPEC' s performance · his far does not 

encourege any au.ch hope. So where do we go from here? ~i thou t a 

sense of history, without an a Areness of the connecting link of 

past present ,n future, it is easy to give iu/4 to depair end to 

penic re·-~ ction. So let us r e r eru ber that as recen ·tly as fifty years 

go our world w a not dependent o- petroleum oil, and still it 
J 1 nd 

survive and flourish . Pe ople the wor ld over trav e led vast/distances 

by tre ins using 00•1 and o t her fossil fuels; they crossed oceans 

by ship; to be sure, i t wa,s much slov er than oulb pre ssn t jet-age 

p ce; but pe ople did get eround. An f ctories end foundsriea and 

furn ces were supplied with energy by col and othe fossil fuels. 

Indeed, the greqt in ustrial revolution w s not fuelled by oil - n d 

it noeded s ive ener y. And some of us who re live od y can 

still r e em·ber a. time before ir-condi tionin g n d e lectric lights; 
ligh ted up and 

but there was light. Homes and offices were build to be/cooled by 
•l 

sunshine and fr,13h a ir. So t he drying up, n indeed, the end of the 
L 

flow of e t roleum oil, oes not nd nee~ ot ftR... 

sort of new d r k ages, a some people fear. LScience an technology 'tj 
put tote service of man can, n will see to t hat. Our sugar in dus+ 
for in otan ce, i s energy self-sufficient without oil. The hardest 
~iffi:ilorPI ct'f' filff'1d~~ J-EGn~J-"'~'1 d:f:ffic\1}-t!_ 0f!tn~ 
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N ws COM!l-1'· 1 1 Y 

1) BITU Rejects Guideline Propos ls 
2
3

) Chin , ithdraw• from Vietn 
) ~nergy: he Crisis Deepens 

For bro r. do st on on d y 
rch 5, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: "he hi hpoin t of t e wee end neww he1 e t home w s 

y e s ter ay ' s ver y impor t nt all-isl nd I '.l:U de egate me eting w ich 

re j ected t e government's propoced amendPments to the wa e ui delines 

' i s decision, comin g h rd on the eeting l e s t wee between t he 

Prime Mini ter 1d t l e l.ea ders of our t welve jor tr de unions, is 

boun t o ere te s o every tric y problems forte govern ent in its 

de lin a with the Fla ter tis ont, 
or co-o per te with 

which tr di tion ,lly support/t e PNP. 

s well s for tho s e unions 

The rd f ct is tat the 

govern ent could only wor t e se ege guidelines for ong a s the 

unions were pre red to tolerr te them: for m e no mist ke about it, 

none of the unions - n eit er t he pro-PNP, t he pro-JLP nor the pro­

anyt ing-else - ever r u ly ap roved oft s e guideline s . The most 

t ey were prep red to do in t e f ace of an acute economic crisis 

w s t o ~t nd b ck , reserve t eir positions, eel re their reserv t ion 

~n d see how t e uide ine s wor ed. o, fter y terd 's I U 

eeting, one of our a jar unions woulj seem to h ve given cle Rr 

notice t h t t 1 a position c n no lon er hold. An I t hought myl;Jelf 

t t ffr. S eerer de very cle rte rigidity an inflexibility with 

w ic t he in t er ests of the unioni oed workers w:e1re m de subordin te 

to 811 ot er in erests by e t rs oft ele uidelines. And if it 

ic t rue t h tit i s t e IMF which in s ists on t e se very stern nd 

rigid guidelines, n d if it is true tha t one of the I 4F conditions 

f or abandoning t 1e 'crawling peg' mini-dev lu tion is to continue 

wi t h t he se ri id ge guidelines only slightly modified, t hen, i t). 
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ligh t of yester y •s BI U decision t he overnment i s oing to find 

1 t:Jelf caught be t ween t he devil nd the deep. For to either abandon 

or e se r e lly dr s tic0l ly change t he guideline s could re sult in t he 

I NI F w lking w y ; an ' t o s tick by t hese slightly modified guidelines 

would l e Ad to an a ost inevi table esc le.tion of in dustrial s trife 

from which t e other unions ill not be abl e to stan d aloof, without 

as ive desertions from t eir rank-and-file. So, one way or another, 

t e government i going to h veto do gre t de 1 more about the 

wage guidelines th nit h so fr indicted. And youi guess i s as 

good as anybody else' s about wh t t his i s likely to do to our de al-

ings with t e F and to an economy in crisis. ht i s for certain 

is t ha t there are no e sy answers, an the days ahead look like 

being rough, especially f or t htse at t he lower levels of the economic 

ladder - t e un e ployed, t hose who subsist on t he minimum wage end 

for t he young people joinin he l bour force. And turning to an 

equally bleak inte nationa l scene, r eports out of South Ea st Asia 

re t hEJ t the Chinese are getting r~~ady to pull out of Vietnrun, 
ne rly 

having Administered t eir so-c lled 'leaaon'by t Aking/three weeks and 
t housPnds of 
ny/Chinese de d ·to dv nee 25 mile s into Vi e tnam. In Africa Idi 

min still holds on, d I n mi th i s doing everything he can to 

in ternationalise hi loc l w r in hopes of bringing in the British 

an d ericans . In t he 1id le E ,st t1e ch nces of peace betwe en Israel 

and •gyp t have r eceded; even t he con serv tive Arab sta tes h ve 

denounced t et lk of U. S. ilit ry p esence to protect A eri.can 

oil in t ere sts. The mul tination l \' e s tern consor tium which con trolled 
all 

the s ale of/I nian oil h s been expelled and t e Iranians h ve 

t hemselves sold t heir f i rst shipmen t of oil unuer the new regime to 

to J pen at some 50% bove the current O EC pr ices. And Amerio na 
seem to be just beginning to realise the energy cri is is rel Rnd . 
re t a l king of r tioning. he times are •herd and un settled. Goodnjgnt 
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l) F: t l~ ioe t e c Pl of Ap roval 
2) Unemp oyment an d Overt 
3) nsic -ood ..-.: ices: 100 he.in 

- A y 
or bro dcast on Frid y 

~ rch 2 , 1979 , 6.lOp. m 

Good evening: e price of bre a.d is up , which 1 ba news for t 1e 

aican consumer; an d t e urice of K iser Corpor .tion's prim ry 

luminium on the wor d 1ar et i a so up , wl': ic i i:s good ne~ E'i for 

mice' foreign exchn.nge e rning prospects.- A s o welcome s the 

newa t ha t ; um1na rtnera of aica , Alpert, i s considering 

re oc ting and expending i to mining op~er tiona cost o f so e 

100 illion. l part's old ines are being exh u~ted n will run 

out in an other fiv o six ye ra , o t e co p ny either s to f in d 

other mines or else pull out of ica. ~e c o p ny h e s deci ed to 

stay here n to fin ot er min e s, nd this i/3 elcome. Another 

we co e tter is t e app ~erit ·eeting of minds which h s take11 pl P. ce 

in tho e discu sions between t he · ime inister nd the le dera of 

our twlav e aj or t r de unions . 1,1 t hout thi s sort of un derstanding, 

d in face of t he ver e vy strains an res urea the wor ing 
be 

have to endure at tis time, nic might e ll/iuac.KX1allEr hit by 

in ustrill c os . In eed , unl ss gr t c re is exercised i n our 

industria re ions in e onths ahead , we my yet end up in 

eopl, 

the · in d of crip_ ling abour situ t ion hie hit ri t .in 1 st mon th. 

rn d t e 1can economy is imn;easura ly esa able to wi thasruid t a t 
Kt'nd. 
effl3 of s oo than i s t e ri tis econo y . So it is good to note 

t t t here w 

bet~een t e 

app rently no int .of confrontation i n the meeti n s 

ime ani " tor nd t e union eeders . o ay thi s i a 

not t o suggest t hat t ere s ee ent on verytning . I know, for 
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in t .ce, th t e unions would h ve pr eferred to ee the 15 

cei ing on t e w ge gu.idel1nea scr p e together; but to thi 

t e govern ent could not ee, iven t e I TF gr e er ent. Butte 

di ousaions did r esul t in ~ome iinific nt conce ssions to the 

or ers, on e of t e mo t impor ant being t h t ge negotations 

for wor era in t e public sector \Vill be c anged from t he present 

three-ye r cycle to a two-yeer cycle, while till m in t a ining t he 

prese t incre ent l incre aes . An t he I MF n its e ffects :ta end 

t e craw ing peg were discu sed an are to be i cussed f urther t 

a l ter meeting. hi.Le 1 t 1 ~ un er tandable th . t the primary 
t e interests of 

concern oft e union must be witb/t .eir memee•a, the labour move-

ent cannot, p .rticul rly t tis t i me , ignore the Pr d proble a 

f ced by tho e who l ve lo t t heir jobs, end the 20 , 000 odd young 

people who come onto the l bour ar et e ch year, mo t of them to 

join he r,m B of t e une · p oyed. 0 I s incerely hope that a t on e 

o .f t ese meetings the un.i on n t le ime ini ter will knock he ds 

repe t, f or i n~ enoe, t e sugge tion th t here on thi 

be a. lt to overtime o as t o create new job openings for t hos e w o 

no h ve none . Ther e are m ny other t ing t h t oan be done to e ae 

a tter, once there is e will. It i not ,uch use con emning t e 

rich ·orle for ho it tre ta the oor orld, when we do preci ely 

t b.e se e t ing on oui se ves. hey a .y C ri ty , to be real nd 

e ningful, noul · e irl t 10 e. An ){ t e F en of proval 

notwiths t n ing , e id no t get in 11 the foreign eachange we h d 

ope f or . Int t sense t e F route nd t e shook therapy t.a t 

c e 1 h 1 t , s not succeede d . y more s ock t her py ight we 11 

.kil t e tien t n think t e , F s oul be w rned of this. nd 

fin lly, · e t bout toe f .t tic m ~ ps on the 1 n e d price 
of b sic foods to whic I eferred l s t L 'e dnesday? . ill , r. nny 
V 11 i ams do nyt in bout t i ? Goodnr h t. 
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Fo bro doest on iedneaday 
Febru ry 28 , 1979, 6.lOp.m 

1979 : 
a crifice 

Goo d evening: If 1.,his orning ' o dbe : t progr mme i nyt ing t o 

go by, an I thin it is, then o t ions are not go i ng to give 

up anything for L ,n t this ye • ne ey r e son put for ard w s: 

I on' t un erst n i s en t bu~inees so I a not going t o give u p 

anyt ing. if yo ·et this 1ft t e context of .n ten eRson 

st ting with our pct service s snut down, an stri e s at the 

flour ill, t e telephone co pany, on e of our o ne~ s apera, one 

of our bo tling co p nie s n our .f in t nnery; an ' i th the 

threPt of 0i 11 r strike.a Action h nging over our civil ervice , you 

~il ge t e pretty 1 i e oft~ oo t t exits in t e 1 nd. 

hi r o r ugh n c one of us , e oh groupt, e c or ni s . tion 

is out f or self-protection . n f or furt. ering the self-interest . 

'e r e none of u s in ny oo d to i ve up anyt ing r t me e ny 

s crfices. hin r e b enough e P. y 1 t out our be ihg c lle d 
Intjtea.d, we, 

on to ... e further a crffice s or t give up enything. / fiillx:.tax~ 
or n10 L;lt o f us, try t o gr b uch s e 
ma.aulxxiuntxixamXJlana.i•xw•xJi.axUxtxa:.ti:&a can while pu tting in 

little we c n et w y vi t h. •e WAnt , na fi ht un til e get , 

t e i ghe t y o t. e oweat output: e ant all t e frin ge 

benefits pos·ibl ore n 

on't 

e do not ive dr n ho the money 

i . oun ong ve to y an y more t xe a. ,e nt 

prices rolled b o ; ea 
.J:. ~e. k)(t>neS 

ore ood l i po ted. 

n s .lri s incre sea; t x a r e duce 

hun re ds oft ou 

ini um , ge; an 

te r no t r 
tr to 

a •ho £ Ve to/live 
b 

i f we l t nin • bout 

V r orried about t e 

on t e cur rent n tion 1 

e ov r one qu t er of 111101 
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of our fel ow citizens y we beh ve oes 

no t s it. i 

o re une p oyed,the 

ood, for od y • ica :n or the needs 

of t o y' J c a io, 1 jut bou t coun ter-pr oduc ti ve anything 

c n be . 
l2, 

o , dpending on your ux~mt.JC economic osi tion an d your 

po itic l oint of vie your soci outlook you ~il bl e 

hi s or the t force, or group or person in the socie ty for thi s oo • 

:But it a es t o me thet one of t he r eally 1 - port nt i ssues th t we 

need tot in t 1r ough i f we . re to cope 1th t 1a mood h s t o do 
li\k~ ~1)€.'E, ~ncl 1Jea.fo3c'cal Weis of /1:q_ ·Ris'J" er ~ left. 

th purpo e obj ectivef It oes not 1 tter where they are, 

who t hey are , @t their o "" i g in s an bAokground, peo . le just do not 

e a orifices to no purpose. If t ey Ve to m e sacrifices they 

w nt t ho e s cri f ices to be to ome point, to son e pur ose . If t here 

i no point then w y s orifice"? y 0 d str in'l w y endure? f 

t ere i no point, i f it i a ll a free-for-ell wi th the devil t e.lcing 

t e hindmo s t the each man mutJt be out for hi self an grab A 

uch s e can et a ay with. Ana this, t aeema to e, is one otjour 
o o ent. · ur national e derahip, at elmo t 

of 
h .rd probe s/aj; 

every 
and example 

evel , of fer no wor thwhile an ennobling re aon/why people 

should endure t l eir r 11 ent h rdahi s nd respond to the calls to 

s ori fice . ori fice f or t ? To ht end? o c ieve hat? I 

re e ber e d yin June 1946 in gl n d . It s • D y t 1e · t he 

r · i l end t eir 

thou~ n s of youn g 

11 a inv ded Hi ler 1 •urope . ' ny hun reds of 

1 en en t t o t1eir d a th t t a y one 

r son y ey v, nt willingly s bee use big, bluf f or ingc s 

· n eat evin, tr de union turne govern ent ini ter promi ed 
for t eir c il 

tlem an end/ tote ums t d known, n t e 1 s ive unemployment 

t e ole n t he oci neglect of -ener tiona: promised them 
t e we f e state d th t, in p rt t e s t, a t e r e son for 
t ir s orifice. ' o r vive rosper in tod y ' hr orld J ~ic[ 
v i ll h c v t o rf'fi ce . ut ·to ht purpo ■e? o W J. tend? Goo nigh t ~ 
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1) An Unset le d Worl d: 
e. ) Chin -Vietn em 
b) Ug 8 J da- '.I.' nzan ia 
c) North-v-South Yeman 

2) Energy Crunch starts hurting 

NEWS CO ~.1ENTARY 
For broadcast on Mondy 
February 26, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Goocl even ing; It h' s been e violently unsettle wee1ouid in many 

pert ::.. of t e world. The bitter warfare continues in Vietnam with 

the Chinet:ie t hrovviu g in more and more of their manpower and trying 

to swamp the Vietname se by the sheer weight of their numbers. Alr•ady 

'' couunts of tLe numbers kille d t ake on a nightmarish quality. At a 
ra e of killitjg of 

/ between 16,000 and 20,000 a we ek, how m&ny human lives will h·ve 

been wipe d out in one or two or three months? An d the irony of' it 

all i s t 1at t he se are two communist countries, t wo As ian countriesi 

vhose p eopl e h c ve more in COIIlI[ On than not, d t wo countries who 

n ot so l ong ago were allies in t he fight ~g inst the .Americana in 
only 

I n do-Chin. Bu t Vietn an is/one place where there was bloodletting 

thi s weeken d . There was bloodletting in Af ic ,., too between the 

people of Ugand "nd Tanzania. And here the indio .tions are that 

the en E:mi e s of I:di Amin are beginning to sh ke free of the paralysis 

in to which he hEd ac"red t hem . Perhaps , now, people in Africa. and 

elsewhe e ce.n be ·in to t h jnk of what is to b., p-pen to that unhappy 

countr y a fter Idi Amin. Bu t first Ami .n will have to be removed and 

it i.s not unlike ly t hat s ome group insi .e h is own a r my may do tha t 

job ..,n d seize pov er. If that hc:ppen e d it could be the r epla cement of 

one bruta military t yranny by an other. And fur ther south on the 

Afric' r1 con •tin en t Ian Smith ' s Rhodesian Air Force h as been bombing 

wha. t they cl im are bases of freedom fighters inside Zambia and 
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Mozambique, but which J o shua Nk omo' s people s a y ar e refugee c amps. 

You t e.ke y9ur pick en d y ou de cide which e ocount you want to believe. 

An d s t ill t he fr e edo :fi ghters press olo er ~nd clo s er t o the heart 

of white Rhode sia. The qu e stion now is : which comes fir s t the token 

han d over of power b¥ I an Smith or t he colla p se of white rule under 

t he r e ssure of t he free dom fi ghter s. J..D d in t he Middle East, t h e 

k ey po in t f t h e s o-ca lled cre scent of crisis, t h ere a.re in · ica ti ons 

of increa sed instability en d perh p s a new flar e-up of fightin g 

between Nor t h and Sout.ij YernaR. So the bloodletting and t he instabili•1 

y are wi de sprea d en d ca..~ , a t almo st an y oint, trigger some s or t of 

gre t power confr onta ti on. And over t h is weekend two key Cabinet G 

Defence Secre tary :3ro wn & Energey SecremeiJy Shles s i""g· 
officers of Pr e sident C x ter's Admini s tra tion/have flown a kite 

a bout t h e pos sibility of an American mili t A.ry presence in the Middle 

East. Mr . Brown hRd just come b0ok from a tour of t h e area and a 

f a.ir a ssump tion is t ha,t the Saudis must hav e t old h im t hat if the 

Americ ans went e contt n u ing s t eady flow of oil from them t h en it 
t he l i kelihoo d 

must help po s i ti velj: against/i:i:k1u1x111i'. of wh t happen e d in Iran , or 

e l se. But of course, somebody i s g oin g to have t o invite t h e Americ01 

t o sen d in militar y f orce s and tha t is go ing to be tri cky . And while 
I 

we are pr eoccupied with such ba sic i s sues a s a rollba ck in fo o d pricei 

and wages an d unemployment , t h e Israelis h eard at midnight l ast night 

tha t the price of th r~ir gallon of petrol h a d g one u p to something 

like $4 e. gallon. An d in t he United Sta t e s Tran s-- or l d Airlines 

c ancelled seven of t eir scheduled fli gh ts because of a shortage 

of jet fuaii and s i (l th t five mol'e fli ghts mi ght be c ancelle d today. 

So the e:nergy c r unch is ree.lly beginnine; dso hurt. An d still people 

seem to t hink it is just a me. tter of money: 8n d so they do n o t 

begin to p:eepare for t h e dree.d da y when not even money will buy energ~ 

When will we all learn t ha t the days of abundant and cheap energy 
and food r eally are over? The ~~e.fe ~Vf,? c..h~~,l ~ e"'JiFe°f_je~ f,!ft i!a-9 Goo - '-f 
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The China-Vietnam War 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Friday 
February 23,' 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: While we have been preoccupied with our very serious 

economic problems, and our rather negative and destructive partisan 

politics, much that is of major importance to all ma:-:kind has been 

taking place elsewhere in the world. And perpaps the single most 

important as well as the single most dangerous new development is 

the bitter war that is now raging between China and Vietnam. In 

the early hours of last Saturday morning soldiers of the People's 

Republic of China launched a massive invasion of Vietnam across the 

common border between the two countries. Since then the fighting 

has been fierce, bitter and bloody, with reports of very heavy losses 

on both sides. Even if we make allowances for over-statement, all 

the indications are that much more than 10,000 soldien. from both 

sides must have been killed in the first three or four days of heavy 

fighting. The Chinese are now reported to have captured one 

Provincial capital in the north of Vietnam and to have advanced up to 

17 milesft across the border at one point. The Chinese are said to 

have thrown 100,000 soldiers into the first attack and to be bringing 

up another 100,000 reiefvrcementso 66,000 Vietnamese soldiers are 

meeting this assault and another 30,000 reinforcements are being 

moved in. Elements of the Far Eastern Soviet Fleet are cruising off 

the coast of Vietnam in the South China Sea and Soviet military 

supplies are being delivered by sea to the port of Haiphong as well 

as by air. The Chinese are said to be bombing the supply routes and 

the supply dumps to try and destroy the Soviet-supplied arms before 

they can reach the battelfield. That is the broad military picture 
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and at least one of its most dangerous implications is obvious. 

If the Chinese, in the course of trying to stop the Soviet arms 

getting to -the battlefield, were to ·shoot down a Russian plane or 

sink e Soviet ship, the war could immediately be widened and 

escalated. And if the Soviets were to then go to war against China, 

what would the United States and her NATO allies do? This is one 

reason why the U.N. Security Council, which has been urgently called 

to meet today, is so anxious to defuse the situation. Any accident, 

any miscalculation, any piece of over-reaction from any quarter, 

could widen and escalate the fighting and bring World War Three that 

much nearer. And nei tha- the Americans nor the Russians want World 

War Three. And perhaps it is her clear perception of this central 

fact which has emboldened China to launch her attack against Vietnam 

If she is satisfied that the two nuclear giants are unwilling to 
nuclear 

risk/war over some local incident in Vietnam then she is free to 

'punish' Vietnam for helping overthrow the Pol Pot regime in Cambodi 

And that is what this attack is really all about. By punishing Viet­

nam China makes it clear to all Asia, and in deed the world, that 

she is the dominant power in South East Asia: not the Russians, not 

the Americans. And if she can do her 'punishing'quickly and then 

pull back, the point will have been made. But what if the Vietnamese 

pin down her forces so that China cannot disengage on her own terms? 

Don't forget the Vietnamese have a battle-hardened army of some 

600,000 who helped to break the back of the American forces~n South 

East Asia, while the Chinese have not had any real battle experience 

since the Korean war of the early 1950s. And then, too, there is the 
massive 5,000-mile-long border between Russia and China; and if ther 

were any need to ease the pres sure on Vietnam Soviet forces co~-ld 
I 

cross the border anywhere along that front. So it may just ne that 
Vietnam will teach China a lesson, especially if Mr Tenq is right 
about America's indecision and · 1ack of political will. 'Cfoodnighto 
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J, E',1 s COMME.N TARY 

'.l'he Ne w Price Incre sea: 
e.) I m-ported inflatiion 
b) Loc 0 l i nfl tion 

For bro 8dc a at on Wednesday 
Febru~ry 21, 1979, 6.l0 p. m 

Goo d ev ening : 'he inister of In du s t:ty end Commerce, .. r . Danny 

i lliam a, over t he p at weeken d beg en t o an swer s ome o f the many 

question s which h v e been a s ked since he announced ·tho se massive 

n e v, food price increases some ten d ys ago. An d while the Minister's 

first statement did s h e d some light, the very ata tia• ic al figures 

he of fered us r a.ised more que sti ons and demanded more detail and 

more an swers. ake , for ex ample, t he ma tter of t he price of rice. 

I n 1977, a ccording t o t he inister's own fi gures, we paid 29c for 

a pound of rice, wh ich hen c arrie d no subsidy. Un der the l a test 

increa ses rice h a s gone up t o 50c a pound, nd bu t f or a Bmall 

subsi dy it would .ave gon e up t o 52c a pound . But i f you go a 

little clo ser into t he fi gure s you will see tha t the landed price 

a t which we i mpor t a 100 lb b g of r ic e is ~33.SJc, which would 
after 

work out a t 33.90 a pound. So,/ t he rice iB grown an d shipped to 

J a iaice. , an d after t he cost of the f oreign inflation en d the 

deva luation r e added on, the ri c e arrive s in J smeic e t $33.93c a 

100 lb b g or 33 . 9c O p ouJ1 d . .An d t he gap b e t wA en t h i s figure and 

t he 50c a poun d we have to pay i s 17.7c a pound or ftt,7o70c on 100 

lbs of rice. It i...., thi s 17.7c a poun d w :L eh ,r . rilliems' statement 

de scribes a s the'co st of wor eh ous in g an d di s t r ibution' an d which 

incl u des a profit of lo45c on every pound of rice. And so we end 
a bag 

up wi tl1/'Jlllxi:1ima of rice for which t he people who grow it, re a p and 

process it, and bag it get $33.93; an d be tween the J pmaioan wharf 

and t he J maica.n consumer it goes up to $51. 63. And this adds up to 
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increase 
a loca l increa se that is more than 3Q%. And this 30%-plua /ia our 

own in tern.al in f l tion, not e,nything we can blAme on t he crpwling 

peg or t he worldwide devaluation becµuse that h s already been 

t aken into account in the landed costo So why this massive local 

increase? It seems to me that it is at this point tha t Mr o Danny 
look 

Willi ms and the government need to/~•bk: carefully to cut baok 

on the brutal loca l infl tion implicit in these figures. An increase 

of 17 o 7c cents on the landed price of every one pound of rice is 

really gross and it should be possible to achieve a roll-back here. 

And what applie s to rice applies even more sharply to counter flour. 

The landed cost of a pound of counter flour works out at 21.2c; 

locel coats on each pound of flour works out at a staggering l6o4c 

which is an increase of nearly 50% and only a subsidy of 5o,6c 

makes it possible for us to buj counter flour e.t 26c a pound. But 
l anded 

egain there is the question: why add nearly 50% on to the/price of 

every pound of flour? What heppens to that $10o40c which is added 

to the landed price o f every bag of counter flour? In the ca se of 

chicken n•ck s and bee.ks - the protein of the poorest of the poor -

t he l an ded cost works. out at 33.20 a pound but then locals costs 

of nearly 20c Rre edded on to the cost of each pound a.nc. only a 

small subsidy brings the retail price back to 47c a poUlld. To be 

sure t here is the problem of refrigeration here; but even so a. 
of chicken necks and bac1 

looal increase of nearly two-thirds oft e 1 ·nded cost/i s severe. 

An d then you have s ardines where handling and risk are almost non-
38. Jc ax for 

existent. So why is the l anded cost of/each tin of sardines increaed 

by 10.,c of loca l costs? This is a roughly 25% increase on the landec 

coat ~~ ~n~ G, r di nea and that is outrageous. So really 
justify cw rollback, please. Goodnight. 

. A 
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No~ N tional Strike: Where do We 
Go <rom Here? 

NEWS CO 1ENTARY 
Forbroadcast on ondoy 
February 19, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

A , , .. A-•• u ..... aat .£' '--""""'-. 
-l(C? -;--~- c.. .. .... ...... -:::ro~- . 

Good evening: I -t--4. s nG-W-c l e~hat - the ' N tional StJ;-ike' called J.• 
.. ' I M-.d Arf>attiJ ~ ~ 9c!,,u MA-ili4.e.'9~ ~lltl...S 

for today by the J maica L bour Party has not come oft. J\ To be ,t;_,; • 
.j, cMlvl~ 

sure there were some stoppage s/_: hut they were nowhere near being · 

'national'. An d there was_.. disruption; but nothing tha t was a 
a s 

f r action as damaging or/crippling as were those three days in the 

second week of J anuary. So today's planned 'national strike' 

can f airly bes id to have f ailed, In this sense, and in terms of 
in 

the narrow party politica l interests/xtik which such events are 
and its affiliates 

usually assessed, t he JLP/~x:a•~~-- and supporters have suffered 

a .-.ri-e'INJ poli tice l setback. Consider the background to their 

'nationa l strike' call. We have just had a ma new round of ma ssive 
were 

price increases which/11• presented to us in just about as clumsy 

and inept a manner as pos~i ble. For a whole week the governm.en t 

made no serious effort to expl ain and justify the increa ses to the 

people. And all this came on top of last year' a 40% inflation rate, 

the scandalous Dexter Rose business, t he question able killing of 

a ghetto political personality, an d short gee, lay-offs and 

unemployment. Fertile ground, you would think, for the calling of 

a popular mas s-stay-at-home-pr otest, especially if those with jobs 

were also assured t hat t ey would be paid for staying away. It 
t hey 

looked like something on which/~a• could not lose. Not even the PNP 

denied that the there was a mood of fraatration and disenchantment 
,Mf pwl,{ «:t fli( ~ ? 

a broad in t he land. So why did t e y ( 1:e-ee 1 V'H'~1:;,iy"""1 ~-Q~:i:-Ati*~~ita,:.:h'S;::::--1111H1~111~;:'l:i:>flpm:J1&i 
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Mi"-ik:e: ,. __ bhiz u •t➔ anal. d:&J cf pz.~rt, :£:a!:]£ t o--~ e -.6if-'J Clearly, 
UtA 

t h is time qround it not be a .i d tha t i t was bee use the BITU 
~ 
~ no t giving the JLP its support. This time around .. r. Shearer 

himself is reported to h 0 ve expressed the W1ion's support for the 

s trike call. In deed, in an article ir1 touay ' s D ily News, erry 

Sni t h deals most interestingly with the likely consequences for Mr. 
for 

Sheerer,/the BITU and for the J'emaican trade union movement in 

gens~al, of the BITU's support for this n tiona l strike call. If 

you have not done so, plea se read that article nd then think of 

some of t he key points Terry Smith raises. Is Mr. Shearer r eally 

the principal loser because of the f ailure of t his na tional strike? 

And is t he BITU stand as serious a setbe.ck to trade union unity e. s 

' erry Smith suggests? '.rhese ere some of t he deeper and longer-term 

implic tions of t his 'nati6na l stri _e• which filed. But why did it 

fail? I suggest it f &iled bee use at bedrock a majority of J amaicans 

are tota lly and utterly fed-up with the politics of tear down and 

pull down and de s troy. Against the death-wish of which Mrs. Avis 

Henri~ues spoke toward the end of l e st week there is also a deep-root 
W\~~ 

e a/,l_ will to survive and to overcome the hard problems we face and to 

create the kind of society in which mos; J ma icans would wish to 

live. And those who pl anned and proposed this 'national strike' 
conc:rately 

offered nothing/positive to those with this deeprooted will to 

survive and overcome and createft a decen t society of peace and love. 

To be sure the ra ge was and is still there, nd it will go on being 

there until we get a leadership which responds to this deeprooted 

will to survive and build. So I think the PNP would be tragically 
strike' , 

mistaken if it sees ~is/failure as some sort of victory or vote of 

confidence in it • Al ~~l a majority have amid is 'Not this way'. But 
it,i<. ~ivv1v>--tw~ 

t hey are still waiting for ~ih,Q way ahead and those who would lead it 
If the PNP and J LP can't others will be found. Goodnight. 
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1 ) Avi s Henriques on ruaic en De a th ~'ish 
2) \ 'ages, Prices, Protests, Demons t r ations 
3) "he L bour Sc ene: t he Pli ght of the Unemployed 

NEWS COMMEt1TARY 
For broa dca st on Friday 
Februar y 16, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Goo d evening: TheTe is gre t confusion in J :waica righ·t no w, and 

unle ss t h i s con fusion i s dispelled, and dispelle d quickly, we ma y 

be in for even more unsettled times than we have 101own up to now 

for thi s year. And t he only voice of ba lance ana rea son which I, 

for one, have h e ard so f ar t his week has been t hat of N rs. Avis 

Henrique s who la.at night wondered aloud t o t h e Portmore Kiwanis 

whe t h er some a ong us di d not have a kind of de a th-wish for J amaica. 

'rhe bru·ta l f '=' ct is t h t we can ell demon s tre.te until we are purple 

in t h e faee; we can a ll c all for r:.a tion a l or in tern a tiona l strikes 

until the cows c om e home; we c an picket and bawl until we are 

br lt less - and the i11f'l tion and t he high price s will still be 
\.. 

wi t h us. Che.ng e the government an d these thing s will still be with 

u s . An d perha ps t he mos t awful part of t 1e whole thing is that 

even if we ha d done all the t hing s tha t we should have done since 

1973 t he infla tion and the high price s and the short ges would still 

h av e been with ua. The only rea l difference is tha t if we had 
and developed other atti tudea: 

fo110 1tv ed other policies,' if t he gos;-ernment h d been more tight­
all 

fisted in i t s s pending policies, if we h cl/been more serious about 
a¾l/ /k.01.e.. SeY10 ,t 

import substitution, if t h e private sector h a d made a grea ter /\ 

effort to produce a t its maximum c apacity, if there h ad been fewer 

l rge-sc le rip-offs of the nationa l economy by opera tors in both 
and if the labour movement h a d been 

the puglic n d priva t e sectors,/w•xm~uxax.tim.xui:arlmxrl..­
tt. u,tir-e~ts 

•~x~K%ll~ serious ly c oncernsd a bou t production an d a bout[ all those 

who e8rn t heir daily bread by the swe a t of t heir l a bour, - if all 
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by now 
or most of t he se things had happened we would/hove been petter 

able to handle t h e stra ins and pressurss of to day's inflation end 

today's high prices . :Bu t we did n ot do these things an d so there is 

confusion and some of us are still being :fooled into thinking that 

it is s mehow :po1;3sible to manouevre or IUlllipula.ta or finesse or 

politic or borrow or 6 amble our troubles away. And so each one or 
an~ seeks only to further 

ench brroup sees only/its own interestso So the w1ioni s ed wor ers 

and t heir unions are only concerned about t h e v ery serious de cline 

in th;~uying power if their ,age increases ar e held at 15% in the 

context of a 40~ infla tion r a te. And within the limits of their 

n arrow s e lf-interest they ar e right. But the union:J s.,. uak f or only 

ar1 elitist minority of tho work force - _pe rhap3 for less than one­

third of the labour force of over 900,000. Who car 0 s about the 

o ther two-thi • ds who make up the n on-unionised work force? And 

even more importan t, who give s a damn about the roughly 300,000 

who are unerr..ployed, who are mostly young, and whose numbers are 

s welled by s ome 20,000 every year? If any of our unions ar d their 

le Ei ders care, they h ,-v e n ot s h own it . . An ~a privA-te .. ector wh ich 

t thi.3 time agita t e s t o keep some of i ts f oreign earning s a broa d 
five days 

is no moro serious t han a government which/.mu1xmtll af'ter it has 

hit -us with mas s ive new price increases has not ye t explained and 

justified these increases to a c onfused, disturbed ar1d angry n a tion. 

In t he words of Mr. Richard Fl stc .. 1er: 'Blco dy awful government; 

bloody · awful private s e ctor' And , I thin k we c an f airly add, ::>loody 

awful l a bour movement. But when we haves id all th~ iq~ 1 p~oblems 
~ t k1~ ..:;---. 

are still with us an t h o solution a ar e still t o be fee.ma . And for 

this ,e need to be ~ c alm as possible; to t hink out things for 

ourselires ; to depend on ourselves an d not to be stampede~ into 

self-de struction or t he giving a y of our ba sic freedom i ~ And key 
to the solutiori' is t hat we must all work for what we went. GOdnigh"', 
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The L test .Price Increases: 
w✓ t hey be justified? 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broadcast on Wednesday 
February 14, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: A number of questions need to be asked, and answered, 

about the etest increases in the prices of some twenty items -

mainly food - which are in common d ily use here in J maica. It is 

not good enough for us to be told that these increases a.re due to 

higher prices overseas as well as to our crawling peg devaluations. 

To be sure, this is the basic reason. But how do we know that these 

are the only increases being passed on to the hard-pressed J maican 

consumer? How do we know that higher mark-ups, higher margins of 

p:tofi t, are not also being passed on? How do we know that we are 

not also being made to pay extra for local inefficiencies and local 

rip-offi? It just is no use anybody putting their hend on their 

hear t ~ nd swearing tha t this is not so. Rightly or wrongly, the 

Jamaican coQeumer is in no mood to take anybody's word tor anything 
IV\ 

when it comes to new price increases. And if you remeber that but 
and demonstration 

for that outcry/over the price of petrol the increase might have 

been higher than the 20c extra we now pay, you will understand the 

skeptical mood of the J amaican community. To s ay this is not to 
i 

question Senator Danny Williams' general eli:planation for the increasE 

We know that world market prices are going up all the time; we know 

that there is worldwide infla tion end that the Americen dollar, to 

which the J am ican dollar is tied, is taking a battering on the 

world money marketso Wha t we do w nt to know, end what we have a 

right to know, is that the increases which are being pa.seed on to 
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the J amaican consumer are not a penny more than the cost of that 

worldwide inflation. And the only way we can begin to know that 

is for Mr. Danny Williams - end indeed the entire government - to 

take us fully into their confidence and show us, in a detailed 

step-by-step process just how they justify each new price they ask 
e.nd. propagandist 

us to pay. It is self-serving/nonsense for anybody to pretend that 

we in Jamaica can somehow avoid the high prices and the inflation 

which is hitting all the rest of the world. Some of you may recall 

that on Monday January 15th, I gave you a short list of prices 

published in the issue of Time Magazine of that date to show j ~ t 

how much prices had gone up even in rich America. So the argument 

is not against price increases which can be justifiedo The argument 

is that the latest increases which were slapped on us this week 

have not been justified. Was it really necessary, fo r instance, 

for the price of a pound of rice to go up by nine cents, from 41c 

to 50c? And how was that figure of 50c arrived at? I thini+,e have a 

right to heve this, and all the other increases, broken down end 

justified, item by i tam. And how do we know that the increases in 

the price of sugar are not to cover inefficiency and bad operating 

priactices in the Sugar Industry Authority? Here again a spelling 

out of the figures is needed to reassure us. And what of th1oils and 

fats items which are processed here: can we have the price movements 

of soya bean on the world market which would justify the increase of 

the price of a. gallon of soya. bean Gourmet oil from 84. 90 in April 
the 

of 1978 to/$9.65c just announced? Without such explanations, 

complete with facts and figures, for each and everyone of the items 

whose prices have been increased, we can never be sure that these 

increases, and at these levels, are jus"iiifiedo So give us the facts 
N.c,t,Vk-t di.I Ji; 

to justify the increases: that is t e way of openness[ and of 
participatory democracy. Goodnight. 
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Iran : A Ge opol i t ica l B lance Sheet 

, ' P.RY 
For bro dcas t on ond y 
February 12, 1979, 6.lOp . m 

h-.ve 
Good evening: evelopmen t s in Ir n h TiJ domin ted t e news in 

almost every c orne# oft e world over thi s pas t weeken d; and 
c reta er 

rightly so. or the fin a coll p ae of the/regi me set up by the Shah 

just before he l eft t he country five weeks ago, i s a j or turning 

point in world power politic s . Until the even ts of this weeken d 
o ret er 

t here was a l w ys t e poosibili ty t h t the/regi me left behind by t he 
of the commanders 

Shh, n d having the full support/of t he Iran i an army as well s the 

Americ ns nd t e i r • . '. o. l liea, could ri de ou t t he demon s tra t -

ions, hold on t o power n d , perhpps by ay of military coup , 

restore t he Shah to power a t a lter d te. T e t w ~ in de ed t he 

gran d design. Afte r ell, a roughl y simil r power pl ay hed worke d 

very suoces ' fully wAy b c k in 1953 when t he governmen t of ,. ohamme d 

os edegh was overthr own in a CIA- men Aged coup bee u s e it h d 

na tion l ied Iran• oil in dustry abd w s therefore r e ar de ' s 

hostile t o American in t ere s ts . he erican then r c s t or _, the Shah 

t o po er n over t he next t wenty-five ye rs Ir n, un der t he Shah, 

bee . e Key f c t or in the N. A. T. o. policy of 'con tainment' of t he 

Sovi e t Union. Some of erica ' t:3 mos t dv need an d so phi ~tic ted 

we pons, pl anes an intelligence e uipment w s s t tione d in Iran . 

P.n d t he Shah' s ar y s pr ovided wi t h t he est er s av i l ble . 

rioan sup ort for, confi dence in the Shah, w s total. In 
economic, 

return the Shah' s comm i tment t o ~es t ern/ s tra te gic n d military 

i n t er e sts w s eq lly tot 1. No a l tha t hRs be en ah ttered nd 

the tot coll p e of the Shah mean s e t once the equ lly llram.a tic 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

coll se of estern in terests in that rt of the world. And 11 

t is h .., come bout i th-ou:t t e uQ s i ans, w o ere suppos ed to be 
for 

'con t ined', do.ing one striking thing/Kun which they could be 

denounced s interfering in Iran's internal aff irs, or for foment-

ing r evolu t ion. Indeed, t1e one thing mo s t observers s e em agreed 
little or 

on i s th t the Ru s i ans h a/nothing to do 1 t h the events th t led 
fin 

to the/coll pse oft e Shah, nd t he est, in Iran this weekend. 

So where does t he trouble lie? I suggest th t it lies in the very 

notion of 'cont inment' and all t t the t implies. The Amerio ns and 

t eir a lies want t o cont in the s pread of communism; and fof them 

th t e ns confronting and 'f cing down' the • oviet Union and its 

ellies anywhere and everywhere in the world. It eans anybody who if 

an ti-Soviet is an lly; e..n body who i pro-Soviet i s n enemy. And 

so, bee use China i s no anti-Soviet diplo a tic n d tr de relations 

c an be es t blished. u t bee use Cube. ( hich i in the American sphere 

of influence) is bo th communi s t n d pro-Sovie t, she is t hre tened 
or 

nd bul lied. An d tis eans tha t the Americans c annot/a.a will not 
those of 

see peoples and societies in terms other th n/being pa,wns of one 

side or t · e otner int eir own rticul r po er run.e. .And so they 

tot lly misre d Ho Chi inh an d Vietnam Ci p i d de rly for it. An d 
j us t 

t ey r e going t o pay/dearly for •wisreading ju t s totally the 

forc es t hat broke t eir hold on limn n d w ich re at work in 

different forms in f r ica an d A i n and Ptin America . For in s t an ce, 

the .American view an t h Af r ican view on the Cuban pr esence in 

Africa is j ust bout · s far apart st e North Pole is from the 

outh Pole. ut the ericanq t e no cooun t of tn t African view 

and so, s f r · they are concerned, t here is only one view. And i n 

persui t of t . t one view, _t he _V eat march~s, with custom ry arrogance 
..,_ 1rL h.d-E•st IVM1V'11c. 

to coll p se and dis.,t ster•[ hodeaia,[i n d e lsewhere. Goodnight. 
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E CO Y 
For bro c st on Fri y 

ebr u ry 9 , 979, 6.lOp.m 

of SurvivE> l 
l ob ·l context 
ontro s? I n hose I n t er a t ? 

Goo ev ening : n he in f or a tion now coming out of the s econd report 

by the uditor Gener 1 on t e J ica . evelopmen t ank un erscores 

yet a ain just ho un-businea 11 e, and t herefore jus t how open to 

corrup t pr o t i s es, t e con ducting of government en terprises h s 

been. And o you h ve t he r ent t hat the government should get 

out of oper t1on 11 e t e JDl3 nd t he TC an e ve t hem to priv 

enterprise w 10 · i :::i 6 0 uch ore C pa.bl e of running t h em . An yet, 

te 

the he d of . e J un er whom 11 t •se things h ppened , came fr om 

t he priv te ector an d ll his banking tra ining nd experience 

in t e priv t e k,ector. And. one of t he roble s i s t hat becaus e of 

h i s priv te sec t or kn ow-how and reputation, he seemed t o h ve been 
DB 

l eft lone t o run t e/ llllll• peetty much a s t hough 1 t were his own 

pr i v te .Li t t l e ingdom. Ana ua t or t e record, le t u no t.8 that 
8 8 

aa f r / KJi• ' y n d Per ui s i t e ' oonoer ned , it i st ,nd r d 
e5 

pr actice in he pri v , te s ec t or f or f irm a to give t eir s enior empl oye 

b ~ic s a ary, lus t he free u s e of motor cer (including fuel an d 

up eep), plu ei ther free hous e or ren t a l a lowa.nce, plua enter-

t a inment allo ance, l u s f r e e te e hone. So~ person' b sio/ :ai.ill1 
y be one t i n g , one fi re, w i le h i true e arnings when ll t e 

' p r ka' nre uant1 f 1e , y be ome t ing els e ein, per p more 

t o ble hi A io p y. he eation i s : I s it all right for 

i s ort oft ing to be done in tl e pr1v t e s ec t or n corrupt 

en one in t e public eo t or? if a person i a tran s ferred from 
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a. eo t or where tis sort of thing 1 the norm, would you not expect 
es eoi lit if 

t hat eraon to o rry that norm over to the new aector,wuxa he h a 

t e po er? y point is quite simply t hat this ind of practise is 

pervasive .nd if we re no t to oper te ell sorts o.f double nd 
we 

tr1 l e trmdards then/will not see only one ind of corruption an d 
eye s to 

shut our/all t he ot er inds. As long s the 'big thief' whet er in 

t h e pu.blic or pri v te sector, o n et aw y 11 e .1 Qt;:je erld . yne, or 
or t he 11 egal currency exporters , 

the def .u ltin developers,/or t t ' gentle an who'lost'us more than 
and wrongdoing 

20 uchools, cor ruption/in high plac a will fllburiah nd sorely 

needed resources will be lot. T survive we must stop these 'big 

thi.eves' whoever t ey are, wherever t .ey ere . And thi a i a why the 

buainesa of worker involvement in the £ ire of both public nd 

priv , te sector mena e enta ia so critic 1. If wor era have access 

to comp ny or statutory body books and financi l etails, du§ious 

traaaac t ion ~ n p yments will soon be brought to light nd be 

· uestioned. There i s un derstanda ble resistance t o t is because it 

goes to t . e eart of t.e question f who controls an in whose 

interest. :Sut control n th stamping out of corrupt practices in 

high pl ces nd low i .:) onl one f c•t of our problem. Getting to 

re lly un derstand what i a going on in t od y ' s world i important 

too. · 1 thout tha.t un derstanding we 111 not be able to withstand 

t he shocks ari d pr es urea an str ins that re boun to hit us; 

nd 1 thout t t un erst nding we will go on pankering a fter a world · 

n _fter econo ic co diti6n a tat are gone forever; an d wit out 

that un erstanding we v. ill e ither allow governments an d poli tici ns 
vvWi ~Jttl~ ~ 0JUte 

1\tO put more burdens on u t han r e re lly necessary, or else con u s 

in t o g iving up our b uic freedoms in exchan e for promi s es t ey 
c no t fulfil. he e conomic of survival dictate tha t J . icfllls ~r 

SU-"¥' ·~ f.fl. ~a.vo .. o -~ ~/ 
t 1e e cold an · hard crttic look t 11 our old saumption ' A 
n then s ourselves wh t we nt and det a bout wor~i~t . f ~kf t • 
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SurviY l ~: 
l blo for n a~in ~ing r e source 
2 . . ~eri u l usin~ s~ enterprise 

EWS 001 l., ' r;'!'( 

For ro dee t 01 We dn eb d y 
l:'Gbr·u · ... y 7, .1.979 , . lOp.m 

oo d evening : 

t.be G s olene 

n 0un y 1-..r. . IJ . · nn: tellie told e g a ,:,l ering of 

t i lers' f , usoci t ion t hF t t current exchan 7 e r tes 

by t hu ye . r 1 J82 ~meic could be peying 607- 1111on a ye r for 

its petroleum i ml)orts, s ae, inst the ,,225-nillion 1 t now peys. This 

of cours~ Bseu.mes t wo things: fir s t, tha t we will bo i mporting the 

... .- 1 e volun.e of petrolmin:. ; and second., thet he stuff will be avail-

e f or us to buy. '.I.'. e bi question 1 s : Wha t if th0ee two sawnptiol 

~re wron g? ih a t if we c nnot i mport t ... e s me volume? Or, even more 

likely, what, if in four ye"' rs• t ill!e t he stuff i ~ so tic roe that 

::r al l coun t ries lilre JE' a ica :v i th little or no in ternFltione.l muscle 

re denied t he stuff': For, r keno mistake a.bout it, a time will 

com', whe t rw world' s petroleum sup 1 lies and r e s erves ere so low 

tha t i t will "t, ke more .. h n jus t n;oney to get eny • .P lready t ere 

r e hin ts of t h s po ... ~ibility. Th - re is, r i gh t now, e. frnntic 

s cr .:ble on for oil. The rich V1e stern countries who consume the bulk 

of t n e orld' oil output are buying u p Hnd stockpiling all the 

oi . t : ey o n get ; Sout . Afric a i. offering t o barter go ld for oi ; 

L .. r el is h vine; ae cond t hough ta about gi virJg up t e cap tured 

gyptian oilfields in the Sinai dt- sert • . .An d s t ho acr mble for oil 

get more u.rg n t an d more de aper te t l e t:1 ell n . t he week a re 

going to be squeezed out o f ev en t he sr Ei ll supplies t rny n.ow get. 

n d sense of r e a - ism s houl te l l u s thAt if the merican oomp 0 ni es 
ever h 1d 

on whom we depend/uxll to choose between us an "'- their Amerio n 

001u,1.mera we would be the ones to lose out •. :> o it is not just a 
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-
.ueation of w t petroleum will cost by the ye r 1982 - which is 

only four ye s aw y - but t e muc mor e i port nt uestion of 

what petroleum, if any, will be va ilablo to us. , .g inst this 
our eff or t at con ~erva ti on 

b c ground/ t .:.txwni:JixHHxaxunl.iax»•••• are not anywhere near AS aerioli 

es t he economics of survival would dictate. \ e see1 , still to be 

riding the g mbler' s hope tha t the next throw of t he dice, the next 

c rd we turn up, will c . n ge o r luck. And so . e hope to find off-
ir. e e d 

ah ore oil or gas or both : if we do, it ;· oul d/ cha n se the whole 

picturA f or us. But wh t if we don't? Good government, good manage­

ment, good bu~iness pr ctice, llbwever you~ nt to cell it, Always 

kea provision for thet ' what if we don't•. n d it see a to me 

th tone of our r e lly hard proble sin the stru gle to survive ia 

t o redefine t e purpose of our oli tics. tr . Ronald asso of the 

Roye l B ·n of ic ~ouched on it when he poke to his ahareholderf 

yesterd y. I think he is right when he s id t h t poli t ics end 

poli tice l riv lry e.re atr E'l ngling the country. .An d yet, pol.i tics 

nd politica rivelry r r a lly suppos e to provi e us with the 

best government ossible . And the best government po~sible, let us 

remind our selves, ould be t he o,ne which would define nd articulate 

the soci l An d economic di rections of t he s ociety, Pn which would, 

a.bove 11, conduct the bus iness of the natior, in a serious and 

businesslike enner. It should basic.ally be similPr to any other 

~erious b9t.uiness <?n.;terprise, only bigger, bee u s e i tu business ia the 

nation's business. .maice.n 
cu-J. e;...C:.etl>Sµ 

government since a dult suffr ge h • ever functioned as e serious A 
COJ:JI S ieri ~ t 

And you mow, end I know, th t no 

business en erpri e. In t he compBra t ivel easy/world of che p and 

abwiaimt energy, r w 
~a 

me teri els a11d food, J m ioan governments of both 
'i)(f\~tti,~ ~f w..wl. . 

p rtiea could l get aw y with 

h bits die hard,so they kee 
when ~vernment P-s A 

saive w ate an d sloppinea~• And old 

on plying ne a ive p riis n politics 
!:::u~-r; ,.,,, ~ 'h,, a-4 .. ,,. oo ""' "' +- - ---J _ _ 
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he Economivs of SurvivFl : 1) '~ric -=--- ~1-1.--·-..e--n-y~i-n_g ___ o,_ur ~ y 
2) ~mt l li e on ~J'ler gy Cos t s 
') IV t n agin g our Re sour ce s 

iR Y 
For . · ton ·on d y 
r b unry ✓ , 1919 , ~ .10 ) . m 

G-oo d evezling: r. Eric Bull, the Fin ance .inister, ··:1d 1i,r. O. D. 

.,. mt llie, t e P r l i men t ry e cre t ar y in tne I ini s try of · U11ing 

an d i t u.r l Resources, both t l ed y~atel_'d y e bou.t_ wh t ~ n~e 
ilt:S ~ /.s-(__ oluJ w-1. It ~ . &-Us ~ . 

de s cribed s t l e econ on ics o f surviv 1./\ In a n -, t ionwide broadcast 

1 st nig 1t .N r. ell l e.i d out t h e bru.t e f e ctt3 of our pre sent economic 

s i tue t ion an d expl a ined why price re bou.n d to gc on rL.:iing t his 

ye P.r, though no t t o the s me extent a s 1 st ye r. In 1978 , he s id, 

ou t consumer price in dex h'""d, by t e en d of ·"ov t1:r..,ber,r1 s en 39%. whic 

s hould wor out a t roughly t h e 40% inflat ion for t he year whic h he d 

been f or eoaa t. For t hi s ye ar, 1979, t e forec est w s for a l ower 

r < t e of inflation, n infl t1on rte of 25%, provided we did not 

up set t he government' i ncourn s policy, provi ded we increa sed our 

pr oduc t ion for expor t~, n provided we in ta in our budge -'ciJry 

b ~J.anoe. An d jus ·t living up t o t hese proviso s i s , oing to oe 110 

e ay thing. Au do no t f or et th t t hi s ' r ~duced' 2 5/ infl tion 

r te fore cast f ort is y e r ill, i f i t is succe ~afuly ill t i11e d , 

be on top of i;J t year ' · 4O~ infl tion. o t ie very beat pr ospects 

t , t 'r. e l l could of fer u s for 1979 i to s l ow down tha r ~te of 

in f 8 t ion ~bile we try to e rn ·t he foreign 0x.ch a..vi e necess r y f or 

u tc, pay ou r 1J ny i n t _e wor l d. Jtn " to r e a lise just wha t er1 uphill 

t s we h ve on our h n s jus t con s i der on e ~tr f ' ct: right now 

r oughl y on -third f t e ·ore ign exchan a th t we earn or- borrc 

mu st be pR id out er in to r p a y n d i:1ervice olcl debts: one clollar 
out of' ever y t roe dol a.L s o .f f a e i g11 e c h 1 e t h t we e . r n or borJ 
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oes ou t in this ay. \\ e borrow t hr .e a .c we n.ave -~o p y interest 

on t . t t nree, but we receive only two. Thi s i~ t e debt trap ve ere 

in m,· t ne more we borrow t ,.e deeper in to t h t tr p we sink. here 

· re othor c otmtri eu in th orld. who are deeper in t he debt trap 

t h n we re. ~omo 

~s much ~ 60% o· 

veto p y out f orty · ercent, some 50% nd soree 

l.1. their foreigu excha1ge e r nin ,sand borrowings 

to s ervice the±r deb _s. If ;o 0 re not t o ~in k to the ~evel of 

ill deb tedn e ss of ;;)o .e of t ie sa ot ers ·chen we must stop r:;eeing some 

sor t of v irtue in our ere di t-wort iness. 11 tha t 0 011 do for ua 1 s 

to ruur "tg ge the f uture of generation s of - a ican s ye-r, W1born bee use 

,:;here is no y i:;n t we c -n borrow our ·tr oub es a¥¥ y-. An d a s money 

b eco es de ar•r and i:; 1ere.1.. ore scarcer those who will be re.pared to 

lencl uo ny will not on y eman d increase interest and. inoro sed 

seouri ty tney will lso in~ist th t we put up our nation a l 1t1nnhood 

• s colla teral. l.'.he .,ooner we all un er.., t; p..n d this c a r y, t he soorier 

wil a.il o:f ua, not j ust s or. e o..i: us, '~et own t o t he h ard bus ine ;:;i a 

of ear n ing our kee p fl rld -p ying our w.y in tough orl h:tch does 

ot o e us living. And t he ina of mismnn -ge erit of our r osou.rco s 

·v i ch. .Llowa ... or t e ki n of plunder~ng f:>hown u.p by t .ce lette ot 
~~ ik (¼~vf;y 

· TO e t i'a.ir will ..,._Nfi:JH ~ 9 :iJ-f'tbusie to t he point of mr. lting 

ow.~ tas1 t h t much mor e di ficult. or ti, r e, son lone it is 

import nt t :rnt the gov ernment doe s every t hin g in its p ower, us ing 
in terna.tional 

11 the/goodwill 811d inf uence ii c -n oo , n11d , to brine ba ck Dexter 

o e nd Se d ey Pyne to an ..,wer t n J oh r ges de ag in st them . nly 

thu:;3 do you wPrn off other would-be plunderers. If they .:iee t ", $0 

men brou ht t o book t e. will tuinkxHl!BDI before t ekin r B oh r nce; 

i f' net, i wil-. b c _ r si~ al to un der And run. 
m&-cvli 

bucik land buil ' public (iipjpfji•PB!t f or t e t a s s he ,d. 

o brin g t '_cm 

Goo ni ght. 
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1) The STC: Full Di sclosure , nted 
~ ::t;t f I I ~ :a i: ~ ~ c-e P ?f)fl= I OCACL Gt &t, 0 

:}:}=--1-pe =:n o eJ:•m 0 I m u d r11t:... » io =• • s s 

I E S CO~lM . RY 
or ·bro dca.st on ]1ridey 

Febr ~ry 2 , 1979, 6.lOp.m 

we received 
Goode ening: It a on :&i oncl y evening t a t / e shock ne a of 

·th e f i rizlg o f \ • .1. DextE:ir ·:tose f ... •om tb.e po8t oi ]1 aging Director 

of ti ' tate ' ~r e <lin Corpo.r· tion. In t 1 t ann0UIA0ement of the 

dismis s a l of :r.rr . o~e and 'i.r. ciedley Pine, CoIDrtior oe Minister 
were 

1 .nJ. y Nill i ,s a · id t:a t t ' .. ere/ .L.1 gations of 'cei·ta in irregular-

ities in t e o:per-- ion of J rurmica l~ l.l tri tion ol ing Lt ".' r. 

',il i8lls ' st .. t enient wen on to s ay : I wil.J.. not at .jhia atage 

di..,clo e t .(le de t il:d 'but iijves t i ., , tion s tiCi f n a ~e r . i bed qu e stions 

r elating t o t h e ·xchan~e (.)olltrol .L&1 " ; ru1u a l ittle further it adds: 

'' l'he relev n t docUU1en ta 111 ·up ort of tie allega tion a .i1- ve been 

broug.h t to J a ica an e being ex ..., ii11ad by t he pro·per e.uthori ties", 

ha t wa'b a ll orl J on a.y e-ven i ng . An it es a. shock; t he State 

' r a ing orpor ion h d be en recogni~ed , J rightly ~o, as t h e 

ou tti te ding ex le of a llig,,1l y succes1:d'ul public en te:r·_prise. There 

could be .no argu ;lilg \ ·i th t c solid successes of ·the ·· ·0 in finding 
all over the world 

b sic foods arid r a· , · · teriald/ a. t the best poi:,si ble prices and buying 
cheaply thought 

wi uely/ t the best momelta . An you~ uld h -ve/t.hat being aware 

of tie shock i mp ct of this busines&, and having in 1 ta poeaession 

'the releviuJ t uocumen ts in suppo1·t oi' the llse;a.tions', the governt9 

nent would let J a ic ns .know a aoon a s pos ible all the ava ilable 

f acts behind t is·" ~ist-1.1rbin~ b4sinea~. Instea d, after that first 
-k~K&idl+,.~ ~~-s ~M~ 

atatement, L~e:r• ½s a 1:ucu the kind of silence whi ch is the beat 

bree ing ground for ·11d rumour and wilder speculation, nd for the 
~ ~ ~ttMM 

1 a ,· e aring ~ by hint, sugges tion :bl:...-a an innuendo thet h s lready 
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begun. An d I pl ce t h e bleme for t his s qu rely on the government. 

Once eg in i t has f a iled to live up to its de c ... ar ed intention of 

being 

enough 

An d so 

iri f'orm 

government of openness, government which trusts the people 

t o tell them the truth, even if tha t truth is un pleasant. 
a ppe ~ring to have 

i -t h o a again put itself in t he po s i ti on of/kuiq imp or t an t 
~~clio-. 

tion forced out of it by[ its critics an d its political enemie1 

In t his sense this government is of ten its own wors t enemy. For 

instance, why could not t e government tell us on ond y or Tue sday 

the key detai ls tha:t led to t h e diamiilsala. First, tha t the 

irregul arities so far dol'fumen ted were for the years 1975 e.nd 1976, 

which was befor . the se t ting up of the State Tr ding Corpor a tion, 

and involved J. "maica Nutrion Holdings Ltd. ·hy coul d we not be 
<4tose 

told of t he/bank ccount in New 
re _ ortedly r egi ster~d 
~x••••gaxiunai in Liberia 

ft.n d of the c om any which .is 
York?u:ta.axxxxal!ltxux~xtax.a•x 

in the n ame of Rose end his wife? 

And ot' t he de a ling s be tween t h i .s Liberian-registered company and 

J"NH? If we had been told aii the ae things on :uo s dey it would have 

ma de no differ ence t o any on-going inve stigation en d the comrounity 

would hflve h <i a sense of 1 ts government levelling with it. In stead 

the w ole s orry s t ory i s being a llowed to unfold in this unnece lJaar i J 
importan1 

clwn sy way whi ch c n only do damage to the good name of a very/t.D.• 

J aican ata ta organisa tion e.n · t he people ,. o work fo:r 1 t. There 
SU •e 

i s n o/way t ha t we can guarantee the hon es ty and integrity of any 

in di vi dual in pos~ tion o f trust in any 1n s t1 t ution, be 1 t public 
M <!lfl(k, cf ~t..i,ts or o oun try 

er priva te. Anct [ every now an d then a c ompany or a comm.uni ty/\1ill 

be plun dered by some greedy person who sees anp opportunity and 

seizes it. Vhen tha t h ppens, e s e oi lly in ·che C • se of a country 
'P~ 

or a community, t h en e axly an fullL di s closure an d puni shment of 

ci•e lWl derer are the be s t ways to s erve the public inter e sto ,·o 
why a st 9 ·e1ellowed to le ve J nm,p_io a.'~ t :, s 1 t :noth er ca se pf tae 
conunwi1 y s n~eresta oelng s crrnmeu o one man•snuman r1gn~ to 
fre edom of movement after plunder? Goodnight 
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.r i s i s: in in 
Co pro i l3 

" rty P l i t ic..l i n 1 · pe c t ive 

on? 

lfl1 ', r: t Y 
For c on edne d y 
Je ,u -ry 31, 979 , 6 . l C , ~m 

"' oo evening : Al t .l'I . i nc i c tiun G , t .1r t t ho JLI> lo -derahip 
to 

er· ;;Jis h.. EJ egun to qui eten down r, / "11n d do\\n . .~he tr~n-atio 

r i e -: tion w were ro .. i :::; d fr: m o O e qu arter s 1 ot \' eekend just 

:11 not n D ter i i ,:; e : ,;l ert wi l l 

co o .p nyj_n g ~.on,c en 8 t er poli io 0 l P, l'l. 

der ro-1 ligh tBilllgg 

' ""ic .-m politic l 

eq · i velen.t of ,' OL € v t i ff-legg ~i ~ow dowr. t sun s t be t ween t he 

tgood guy ' 

wi l s et bout vh ti ~ ghou d ~ve ~ona in 

a.ni p of t he L.P 

plr.ce , which 

is t o qui etl y Ftt C; wi thot~ t frmforc tr t • d idcu~a ar. s ett le s ch 

p in t.., o ~ corr !lmt :; i t hn a i,::i. t h t he I '!ltJ enc. Mr. vh .erer . hi s 

ouer1 ., i 1 t n :.:. : will no be 1uui.1t a l i t t l. mor o di -Pf1cu l t than it 

nee .ve bGf.lrl, th n ~, to a.11 r:t n sty Fin . ;hol -,l y unnec e;:i s ry 

icn ·,• e.. .., l v l led r~inst r . She rer , 

e r oft ~ un i on. ~n i f you rc~d , or. P~y •~ evcnin • ota tement 

r m t; e -... n aging .. x C " t 1 v , ,o : .i tt e of t h 1 .U, "' s pccie.lly the 
becon ea 1 tsel f 

~1r a p r· r a h , i t/ i x c , r t .. c t t l G .m'!" 1 t tee/ a es t e e a tt cks 
orchestra ted 

as &x.ak.il11js*ar.ialiii and • w1 · 1 i.lteri or oti v t:.d '. An t h i will not 

eln in t &e de i c t ~ en d o t en cm plex buoin ~ of E~r i ving a t 

l=!C Cep t Rb e C'"' J r orr. i . - ..., ' . ccoJTJI od, ti on s . XlUi All t hose of u s 

•11h o l j_ V •fl in "r-e i mpo t .ce of t ... e o-p::-r ty p rli ~ en t ry y s tem 
l sun art 11 s eri ous 

. !l W '. t t o S e i t ontinue in J,:;, iccy ,ua.>t/aa~B .:iJUtJl%%XXKX£-

efforts at cc m o t i on. 

..- s e i t er oapi tul t ion or· 

ut ,_cco o cn t i ,n i d no t the a .e t ing 
pr e? sures nd 

ive submi ds i on t o t ake-over/ ttF_ pt~ 

t 1'lni_pu l ~tior1. he ur1ion □ t t men -_, , ke s t h i po !hn t very a l e r 
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fl I t hink ~ i suo wou Clict te t t he p I ty e~ders ip t akes it 

very seri ou - y,. 
~~ 

or. y ~ r. t 

n e .i t ur in aeve lo n t i ._, the 
tw,... 

tes t ~ . 1 

t t e r · Bl t ouble w with .~r . Frank 

.hipps an · ·h t wi t hit.'3 r osi , tion e .. ,rnr y thinc 1 in order onc e 

~ore nd . r . 0. ga CP h ,.,,., h1 u con ' 'tio1.i, r , s · gx1Ftion. If 

t .~ ie is _,h f ~ce-RP d u t t h :rmrty v1·!l. • t a + pr 'fl t t o t e country, V 

111 
f i:r tQ . ,h ; e cr· " e u .. f .oe C ·r ~/~Klld• do , . nc ·-- r eal (' ccomm oa t i on 

hflL been v ed . Bt,;,'t i no I' · .l 1:- ti on · r-,a h -en a c h ieved 

-n i; ier b i t o ~ so f-deco tion 1 •hi h will only over J;> t i:: e · roblema 

th t w t 1 t t s e nr ,1:il __ r ,.:; -... uld re a.in 

I 
, C C OD,n 0 , - t i cn ha c b r · l ; . r ~ ~i iier " 13 on ~-h i e 1 it ia based 

:r"' r t 3 P!H. tm ion, the rel· it i ve s t re, g t !--"111 weaKno ;,;s of' .s ch, em d 

tL <:l rAeods of i;he pre.:> n t J emci 11 Gitu ion. n ➔• i 1-., rr. . ea it very \ I 

C l" Ore t "' ru a :.:.or t of po · ~on ,l it · g · r ' -~ V, .1 0 ·• ir lJ rm d who lo es, J. 

wbo er ':' tur e s v hat r •w Ao ou t-"y.neaoa v:c -• vdrnm ,, 1 - wh ts , t s squeeze d . 
Jt 1::. ~~i~ • ~t,w. ~ ft.L ~eA+l~Y\ -xS ~M..~~ .f ~ k, M,..S-litilftons.:. -

' c be };u_r e , ;ne per;;;,c,m, .· i ty e ·. i ~ w•ft. t rr,. •es f r the r ama. J:Sut 
in 1e a.ff irtJ of n a tions 

in f pc ·ve ..:/ t 'l ➔ f flr , onnl · ti .., c cri.e ,. ,d. go , pl y 

· .. e ir i t ,lo 11 rt f> n t i .u , n r t on, · ill .a.n e l y or unwil ingly, t he~ 

AX . e. ove f . toge. i! o on " :l "' i1 a s ··o :;, i b l ; no one is ao 

.y ceive w 10 ~r y to prejeri 

I., .... utur e o f r-i coun try de; en d on rin y one F-m. 

, n fot · din : f, thara o f o ~ rn Jru::1Aica - di e d .., 

.d surviv d. An 0 i t rl'i ll C with tod . y ' le ers nd w1 · 
to ay ' p ti a. The urviv of either or ny of the is not a 
oondi tion f or t surviva l of aI 1ca. t 1 i mportant th t we ee 
our p rtisen 011 t ics in h•s Wi er perspective . Goodnight . 
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) JLP Le a dership Troublew 
) Teng Hsiao-Ping in Washington 

3) Iran: More Bloodshed • 
4) White Rhodesian Vote Tomorrow 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For bro· .dc As t on Monday 
January 29, 1979, 6.lOpom 

Good evening: Once a 6ain it has been a compara tively quiet and 

pe a ceful weekend here at home when you look at the goings-on in 

most of t he rest of the world. One of t he highpoint s of public 

discu s sion here was, of course, the ma tter of the conditional 

resignation of rt r. Seaga from the leadership of the JLP, and the 

concerted and orchestrated atta cks on Tu;r. Hugh Shearer by the 

political opera tives of J 2mai can journalism. If the intention is 

r eally to try and per su ade hlr. Shearer to play a more po s itive and 

le a ding part in the affairs of the party; if the real desire is to 
and the union's 

mobilise his/support and co-oper2 tio 11 and solidarity, then, surely, 

this public savaging of the man is hardly the best v- ay to go about 

it. So, unless the grand design is something eL"e again, this public 

s 2vaging of Mr. Shearer may turn out to be a serious t 2ctical 

blunder which could further widen, r a ther than narrow, the gap betweer 

p~rty Rnd union. And then, too, there i s the matter of the political 

vacuum which has been cre a tedo It is the party, not the union, which 

i s now conditionally wi t:hout a. lea_der_. _ H_ov~ Jon_g_ can i t __ go on being 
.k 
T ~ ~ ~ ,.c-end·i tio-nal.ly- 1-eederiess?- The- -a-s sump-tion s eems to be ·ihat the next 

move is now up to IVi r. Shearer and the union. Bu.t wha t happens if Mro 
She arer and the the union 

/±~ei do nothing? Ple ase wa tch this very inter e s ting power play 

closely, an d please t:hink c a r efully about it. 

Next, and on 

- epublic of 

the world s cene, the segiorVice Premier of the Peop~e's 
~~ 

China, Te ng Hs iao-Ping,ltodP.y began an official vi sit 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



,. 
2 

• to the United States with all the pomp and ceremony usuelly re s erved 
I 

for a Hecid of State. 0fffrl:rl:mai.l,: Mr. Teng is not China's Heed of 

State, he is only the number two man. But in fact he is the mo s t 

powerful man in China today and Amerj ca' s red-c arpet tref:trri ent of 

him i s a simple r eco gn ition of th a t fc1 ct. In s or,1e thing over a ye2r 
MF- oist 

r,' r. Teng hcis tr an s formed the rie:idj_ties of/commun ism in China into 

s ome thing with all t he a ppe e r an ces of the f lexibilities and openness 

which flouri shed so briefly in Czechoslovakia under Alexander Dubcek 
apparent 

in the 1960s. .PJ1 d ir. part at lea s t, it is thi s/new openness which 
an almost de 8 perate 

seems to f ascinate the Americens. There seems to be/~xknrixNf hope 
permanent 

"tlta.Et Communi s t Chir.a would become the kind of/special American friend 

who can be relied on in any s howdown with Eu s sie.. i'Jl d all thi s hope 

i :s besed on the chenees brought about by r:; r. Teng in a v e ry short 
to 

time. There ere s everal catches/±~ al l t h is. As in Czechosovakia 

the openne ss c an b e shut o::f any time and rigid cooforrtd ty reimpo s ed. 

r,:r. Teng i s 74 years old which i s very lnte in the lifespan of any 

man a.nd there e.re many vmi ting for his death who will want to restore 

either l\: aoi:::m or good reletions with the Soviet Union or both. The 

ri sk here is, that as in Iran, P..werica msy supply ChinH with a very 

high level of sophisticated technology which rr.e,y, in two or three 

dec 2des, be used again :3t .lunerican interests. This is the dilemr,1 a 

inherent in the geopolitical :rower game. i'J1d it also shows up the 
I 1 1j L · , 

Jur.e rican :mor21l · posturing ove1· Cuba. In the Middle East there has 

been a nev, round of bloodletting in the streets of Iran; end in 

Rh odesia the 95,000-o dd white voters will tomorrow vote for DD acein s · 

bl c. ck rr,a j ori ty ru l e. P. year ago this referendum r::.i gh t have1 h P d s or.;e pol.n "'t ess ar10 
n.ec1r. ing for tr.e 6 □illion Rhode s ians. Toz:iorrow it will be a/futile 

gesture fro~1 2. v:hi te minority which we.s too greedy to recogni s e its 
O\'in best s elf-interest in time 0 Goodnight. 
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The Seagi Resign ation: 
The JLP & t e ~ITU 

NEWS COMM EN D!RY 
For bro dc a at on Friday 
J anuary 26, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: It is f ast becoming clear tha t Mr. Se ega's 'condition­

al' resignation - a s the omen's Fre edom Movement described it -

as le der of the J amaica Labour Party is designed, primarily, to try 

an d forceft r. Hu&h Shearer and t he ustamante Industrial Tra de 
ctive 

Union into giving gre e ter/support for the policies and t actics 

per ■ued by the present JLP l eader ship. When, accordin& P rty 

Secretary ruce Golding, .r. Seaga was asked to withdraw his resign­

ation, Mmr. Seaga "put forward certain proposAls and stipula tions, 

which if met, will persua de him to change his mind." And because 

t hese proposals an d stipula tion s h ve not be en made public we can 
informed 

only guess a t them • .Al!l.d the one guess on which most/pm,aa observers· 

seem agreed i s that the role of r. Shearer and the ~ITU are at the 

heart of the matter. I t hink myself tna t we can ea sily get ourselves 

into all sorts of sta tes of confusion if we look a t thi s thing solely 

in terms of personalities. Of cour se t he personalities are important, 

but t hey are only one a spect of t he matter, an d not the most critical 

And it seems to me tha t in order to understand the most critical 

a spect of t hi ma tter, we need to go beyond the personalities and 

look at t e nature of t he relationship between union and party. 

And in J pmaican politics, like it or not, approve of i t or not, t he 

rela tionship between union an d perty is critical. We h ve the 

~I TU and we have t he J LP ; en d we have t he PNP and we have the NWU . 

In e~ch c se t he union repr esents t he bro dest b sap of working­

cl ss support for t he particular party to which it is affiliated. 
1'> ~ 

And it lha s been a rela tionship of affili a tion, not of membership, 
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to 
and not of one being subordinate/or t aking orders from the other, 

be it union or party. The union could not m ke policy for the party; 

the pcrty could not make policy for t he union. The role of the party 

when in power was and is different from the role of the same party 

when it is in op osition. The role of the union, on the other hand, 

is fund amantaly t he s ame whether the party to which it is affilia5ed 

is in or out of power. And all this make s fo r a complex and delicate 

and aubt£ relationship between party and its affili a te union. And 

what h s m de this complex rela tionship seem ordinary and straight­

forward in the past is tha t with very rare exceptions all our nation­

al political lea ders have either come up through the r anks of the 

unions or else had close ssoci tion with the labour movement. The 

two gi nts of modern Jam ica, ustamante and Manley senior are 

cla ssic examples. Donald Sangster did work for the union. Shearer 

an d Mich .el Manley wen t from being union officers t o become Prime 

Ministers of J me ica • .And what appli e s t o those who bee me Prime 

Minister pplies a lso to others who stood out in politics, like 

Nethersole and Gl a sspole and Newland and Wills I sacs, and others. 
bee use out of their 

The y oint is t hat/ the se men/Kilia:u1~••• intim te rela tions with 
ftt, k'~ ~\it 
~ understoo d the complex and delicate n ture of t he connection 

between par ty and union, t hey did not try to push the relationship 
~~tilp~~~ 

beyon d its point of toler nee. So the ~ITU could At ake s trike action 

ag inst a government department when t he J LP for ed that government ; 

and the NWU could do the s me when t he PNP formed t ~e government. 

Of course t here was closer co-oper tion between party and union on 
'fl!/\ 1,r. ~ ~,J 

straight p~riy political i s sues when [l abourim iters did not arise or n .. our1sm 
were only mergir. al, ut how &ould a ~ITU workezihelp cripple the ? 

tourist tra det on which his dail~ bread depends, whatever the politic~ 
il.~ C.. V\ia{i 1,\~ ~ . 

And c n the ITU survive {giving the JLP full and uncon ditional su~port: 
j +luJ.z_ -tuif. These are some of t e hard ~ behind this JLP( crisis_. Goodnigh • 

~ ,&J.e,1,fl4f° 
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l) Tourism: Qood News 
2) Qovernment & Ga .blin 
3) Upnda - Amill attar 8 Ye rs 

ijEWS CO · ENTARY 
For broAdc ast on edne s d y 
J anu r y 24, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

9:e ••• 

Good evening: Ve tend, in J am aica, t he ses d ya, to bury the good 

new a an d to ply up t e bad. So let us for a c ange highlight 

one i mpor t an t piece o f good news. A new• release from the Jamaica 

Touri st oard s ays that t h e unerican magazine ' oney', which is 

publi shed by the s ame company which publishes 1me M gazine, ha s 

in its ye ar-end survey of business an d consumer trends, named 

tT mr. aica s t he winner in f oreign travel for 1978. In 1978, thank s 

t o the efforts of t he Tourist oard, 30% more Americans visited 

maica t han did so in 1977. And this is good news in any en's 

1 nguage. So just remind yourself that t here are good things 

happening too - like the ~wuth in domestic food production: it is 

not all gloom an d doom. And t he one and only way to increa sing the 

number of good t hings th t are h ppening i s sustained and systematic 
work nd 

hard/effort. And this is why I agree with tho se who feel that the 

governmen t must stop being a.1 biv lent in its tti.tude t o gambling. 

I t cannot, at one and t he s me time, encourage us to seet our 
being only, 

s lvation/through hard work/an d also appear to encourage, however 

indirectly, t he notion tha t some of us, aball:'.tx at ea st, can win 

our troubles away. It must, I think, be consistent in keeping a 

clear distance be tween it self and gambling. And a little further 

afield, byt a t ill in the Caribbean, I was intrigued by the news 
300-odd 

report in today's Gle ner tha t the/locked-out workera of t he Trinidec 

Gu rdian newspapers have, this pas t weekend, published their own 
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t or ers u,,rdien. 
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one-shot publice tion 
en 

oos not, of course, a e 

new ap per . ut i t is~ in ter e ting res 
is 

onee to a situ tion in 
and de on s sr tions 

oun t pro t a ts,ian d to w ic 1 t..he nor 1 t erl ency/for war ers .ta to 
then pie et or 

/w it 1 t out or else find o · er Jobs. 'his 1 b •1 ic ly wh t h s 

ppene d here i n J , n1 ioa inc e l e- c le 1 y-off of med1 
in 977 

or ers hi b e n/xKx:ix,:1nut , wnd which till c10es not look like 

ein t eu • ( · h e< poc i 35 th Anniver ry i ue of PAJ . ews , 

ju t o f t 1e re s , gives o e vi t l in form t 1on on t he 
of t e 

of the 

h Ve 

orkera? I 

ican 1 edi ,, in erestin · ueldtion i 0 
, . 

e; .1n 
looked-out 

nyt in to ec rn · 'rorr. t .e/.is:Jca,ta•:t ' rini d d Gu r dian 

hope ve o . ext, n< on t e fl fric n .3cene, t o orrow 1111 er the 

ei ht rmivers y f t ie seizin of po er by I .i Ail, in in Ugen a . 

or l o f t e se eight ye rs, until e r ier tod y, ilton Obote, t e 

an ~ in overthrev)V h u 1ve in silence in n n u : i a: 1 t h P een a. 

cond'tion of hi Bt yin ' nz ni t th s ould . e no public 

po iticel st t o ent . After 1, _ t e tie the t f yerere g v Obote 
Tanz,mi , Ug ,nd and ny 

politic l sylum/:t}u1xi:xa:tx:i:fxbu,io:bdcx wer ember s of n , t 
co-o er r te 

Af ic n Co on ~ r et iich ut1ll/ waua:f effe c t ively in the are of 

tr ee evelo_pn · n t n l red c ertairJ co mon ervices . · ut th t 

unity h s n ow Pll bu t coll~ ed , 

in tern t ion l e barr s ent fo 

tJ Ugi:mrl under ft. in h w become en 
e rlier today, 

o s t Africans . !In o , / JB.8~UDJ, 
over r dio 

ri s p e . •in fr o , t e c p i · zenie , ;•,11 ton bote lled on 

t , peopl e n t e r ,y f U ,nd to rise up d o, ert row t e 

tyr n o f 1 i in. r coul not h ve ~e such ., bro 

? st fro an an i i t out t p J; rov l o t e ov!ii'Ilfimt of th t 

country. ,n 'l' u an~ , 

bor 
of 
I 1 

r 'Jar 
o e of it t 

in ? . h t h 

d 

t .;1 re e ber, is in f· cv'in 
ocoup tion 
llXJUlliWI b r nbt y ar ' o 

Is t i en 
orrow shoul 

the beginning 
be pointer. 

t te of 

in' s force .:i 
of t e end of 

Goodn.i ht. 
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1) J : r. t uring 
) .111 t t la on t 

3) 1he bl of 11 1 lcul - tion 
in e eopoliti 

· S CO, RY 
For broAdc at on onday 
J nu, ry 2, 979, 6.lOp .m 

ood evening: Cpmp .red with the goings-on in the rest 0% the 

world, e ve h d Delatively quiet nd a ceful n comfortable 

weekend here in J ice. An one oft e ore we come signs in thaa 

n tion' " un erstandable nd Justified preoocup ~ion . i th its own 
J.1j ecting 

economic nd politic l proble s i the gener~l/atutaa:tag of the 

r t ef; si14 pli tic ter s in hich so e politic · 1 p rtisana h ve tried 

o po~e tho~e problems. Incre sin ly, public di1::1cuasion see to be 
s•11m to be 

, oing itt e deeper th n the P P-~LP po tures;/ ittle ore 

concerned with t e question1::1 of options d of principle n of 

ireotion than with t er t er Juvenile cult of heroes an vill in s , 
p, st 

of oo 
ost of 

guys nd b d guys. One of the/tr gediea of 1 ti a.at a t 

/ its bri htest n best n d braini at int llectu ls ot tr pped into 
either an tota ly 

be ing/ .t3siona te ly/ committed to one e er-figure or else p saion-

vely and totally opposed to him. The commitment was not to p rincip l 
s 

nor to cause but to ersonali ty: t e person/»aaam:a the ca.u e. is 
as 

victory or hia efea.t/Ju.KKUII the victory or t e defeat of the c use. 

n this, I 

it 1s t o ey. 

ug eat, h gre t e 1 to o with why H, 1ti 1 whe t 
efforts a% h~~;yover the recent p st t 

e hr v e h d/ simil nYllft»UxU m king the en the 

c use, in li1•1n . oli t ic l i cu.1:Jsionu ro cert in u rter : you 

h d either the god-le er or the devil-le er, de pending on hich 

one yo ed to ro ote. or tun el for us, n fortun ·ely for 

i c ' future , a 

th t that i not t e 

jority of 

y they 

ic s see · ab olutely clear 

nt to o. An I, for one, f ind th t 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



aican people - not some 
ho pronote 
e/ oul /either - will deci e 

or not, 

c use f or hope n d confi enoe. The 

aot-le der o · s o e devil-lea er or 
,11 e it 

t ne J , ma.ic .n future: n . het/is wh t de ocr cy i s really all bout. 

El ekkere in the word mill ion s of people experienced gre ter dis-

comf ort , re ter ciialoc tion, re ter violence n d r e ter un cert in-
t i u st wee end . 

ty 'th,· n ost of us h ,,re,i In parts of' he Uni tell t tee h\Uidreds of 
maroone d nd 

f e ilies were/cut off f ro etting f ood n ting by bitter 

cold n snow n floo ing . ny ied n still the disco fort of 

a h r h n bitter inter continues . In Euro pe the ri tish econo y 

is lmost t a t ndatill bee u e of e.onflict b t ween ·oci~li t 

au govern ent an t he pov erful ri tish tr de union move ent which 

norm lly is i ts n,. tur a ly. The conflict 1 s over wa e guidelines 
th strii es an t opp gea h ve 

nd ·eporta r e t.nat/.ttxaax re dy c euued over one illi.on wor er s 

to be e une ployed; P-n unle s aettlenen i rea ched quickly 

or e or era v. il lo s e t l e ir Jobs . Alr ady the ritish people are 
n\. 

reported hit by :food s ort ea, t r na ort hold-ups n dimiiahing 

h t "'nd light t ti e when temper tures are at or belo f r eez,ng . 

And on t e oli i c 1 front the s i eri n crisis in Iran continues, 
fur ther 

wi t h all 1 t i mplic tion s for/di s turbing of t e l eady unsettled 

i le ~. st . An ere t he ne f · c t or to watch is t he e e r gence of 

I · a 111 nt n ggrea ·ive anti- e tern well s anti-

~lntedly , t 1e Isr eli s s e to realise that it 

i in t eir in ~t to try hurry up their settl ent with 
and so stren then t he :Alclt ~o-c lled Ar b mo er t es 

E y t/before this n ew ilit n t I l am ge t d in stri de an e a the 

ypti n- I:.1r i ef forts s irre ev nt a I n i th' !'; 1.;Jt llings 

an isc cul tion h .ve e t he nflo-A r ic n a.f111 peace oves 

in ho e s i a. . C u~e I n i,) i th t hought he could do tter by 

·t llin n ol in out i oing to l ~ e everyt ing in ho e si 
\_ 

he t es re even hi er for t I r e 1 • oodnight. 
• 
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The geo il: 
1) I r e Shah-, 
2) U o i ti cal ove s & Oil 
3) frica e opments & Oil 

NEWS CO • TA Y 
For bro? dcast on Fri y 
J nu ry 19, 1979, 6 . l Op . m 

Good evening : »ec use of the strategic importance of oil, what 

h ppens in the iddle Eas t is s importent for J icans s anything 

th t h -ppens in ide ica. L st week ' disruptions were a dramatic 

illustr tion of this truth. And wha t is t rue for us in J mAica i s, 

in t od y• s world , tru.e for lmost every other country on this e rth . 

Consi der the uestion of war and pe ce. If war were to br Q k out 

between t he super-powers t he power or group of owers who control 

mos t of t he energy resources - the fuel to l UDDh t heir rockets 

and pl nes and submarines nd tanks, and t o keep these moving 

longest - is most l ikely to l st out nd win. For it is no use 

h ve the most sophistic ted weapons int e world if you do not h ve 

the energy to propelt those weapons . And this is hy the Americans 

nd their North Atlantic ~eaty r88Ilisation partners re so 

deeper tely worried bout what i s going on in the id le E st right 

now. he forced de parture of the Shah from Iran is, for the estern 

powers, very uch more than the political defeat of one de potic 

tyrant. If that ere all it es, you would n ot have the agonising 

t h t is now going on in i:3hington and . onn and P ri s and London 

and Rome. The agonising i s not over the man but over all that 

important strategic energy that the est does not went to lose contra 

of. lre dy we h ve he rd tha t South Africa and Isr el re going 

to be denied ny further supplies of Ir nien oil. fuen the West, 

through the Shah, w sin control a£ t he Iranian oil supplies to 
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South frica were s sured, no Atter how loudly some stern 

le ders denounced partheid and r cism. An when outh Africa 

received Iranian oil r Pciat Rhode sia could be supplied and t he 

Unite d Nations e bargo a s sick Joke m de worse by what h s 

recently e , erged a ri t ish Government collllivance. i th Iranian 

oil supplies to South Africa cut off, t he white r ecists there are 
built up, 

going to wan t to conserve the oil stocks they h veJ n d so they 

e going to stop sup lying R ode sia. And i .f t he Israelis re 

starved for oil, ·and if they cannot find other sources to fuel 

t heir mili t ry m chine then 1 t will be -only a matter of time before 
that m chine 
iaaux~xami grinds to a standstill • .And how will the Israelis fare 

ain s t the Pal estinians and the other reJectionist Arabs if they are 

not able to fuel that sophistica ted military m chine? And what of 

oil-rich »•i S udi Arabia hos rulers are, if anything, even more 

pol itically backw rd nd bankrupt then w s t he Shah of Iran? Like the 
backed by 

Shah, the S udi rulers are/~axu. the United St a tes nd t he \ est 

ropeans. If the S udi people rise a ainst the se rulers s they 

h ve done g inst t he Shah of Iran, would t he e s t ern powers lose 

their present relative control of t he flow of oil? An d how will 

the greA t ·es tern powers react tb this kind of d velopmen t? And 

what imp ct will these developments have on the dey-to-day live s of 

ordinary people everwhere in the orld? hat i s for sure is that 

even the f eedom struggle in Southern Africa is going to be as 
standard of living 

powerfully influenced s is our,s, and t he world's standard of living. 

o this busin ess of oil is strategic n d mili:&ary; it is economic 

and it is political. To see 1 t simply in terms of running cars and 

bu es nd in ener ting e lectricity is to completely misunderstand 
the world in which we live. ho controls oil y well lead to war 
as oil gro ' 8 scarcer. So v tch the develop ents over oil. Goodnigh• 
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) 11 on .t • · ~pe ts f r - 979 
2) Iran: A t r t , :..h"" - '' h At? 
3) i f i -HJ ve Op l! en t s 

s t n 1e<ln . y 
979, 6.lOp . 

oo even in , : rn Jl ini ter of in ce, r. i rj c 11, ye er ay 

spo e in · rli nt bou t e e cono ic proppects for i, aic in 

1 79. An the pic t ure he p in t e d s d ,J O bre one in hich 

we c e on di fficult choicBs . If yo h, V . ot hfl rd or r . d r. 

. e l l' o s t e . e t t o P r i ent , 1 e do so. Jt i i m ort nt th t 

we Bhoul 11 KllOW jus t i t is t t w Are up Sc in t, bee use 
u t il l Ul'.l er n 
JIJlillJSJI "'e 0 / t he true r n full t nt of the economic 

probl s we f ce, ·e will o n tin in th t w c n o ehow 

m neouvre, or trick, or fin s se , or olitic our \ yo of our 

pr , ser t tro b s . n t h t: br t f ct i s th t t ere i s no w y we c n 

o thi s . f e .ov • t e NP ~nd brin • in the JI,P n the proble :J will 

s ill e there; then r ver · the thin .,,. . tiain en the • ro ble s will 

~til be there . uggle it ny y you ~i e • . r ing b .ck t e .fulls c c e 

cri i t, li t f r e en erprise f ee m rke t 'y t1 te of t ,e~ 950a and 

t.rn 1960s t e roble ' 8 wi 1 t ill b t ere. H C u :.;e there is 

n o -.,, y in w 1ich ll the re s t of t h e world c an be c u ,ht in t h e 

gri of n in fl tion en we c Rn o .ehow e cape it . ether we like 

it or not, no tter w. t poli t ice l y t m we have, a long 

we heve to i mport the bul of our fo od n d t he r _ teri la 

d ertili sers n c inery e need f or our wn productive effort, 

for o long will ·e b e t the ere of thPt i or dwide in 1 t ion . 
(t1.. itt.., ~ ~ IM-l.f-0\t ~ ttiim, 

hen -Pr ice s go up in the Uni t ed t t a [ u ey ill go up here by ore 
the 

th n t ey o up t here be cau o we will a l s o p y f or/ tr nspor& n 
'Pric..c 

du ty n rof i t muka.h: 11 r ins ·th t re dded on . So if the ~ 
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of n i te goes up by, s y , fo or :fi ve enti:J i n t C n ite t e tes, 

v·e y be · U e to p y Ci h or e n t s Ii r Cl f r h 

lh t i:::i son: t n ing OV r h e h ve li t e or n o ontrol . ut vhe.t 

b A::.. 0 ten h p ene i s ·h 1'hir 1 orl eo les h ve een m de to 

bear or then Just t coot 0 ... thi in fl tion. t en , O !J V 0 

pr uce or proc ::3 or move t ese i te .rn f rorn poin t poi_nt h--ve ~ . 'Y6l cik~ ~ 

U.J ed t e ini'l • tion to ke a illin n ouge ·b e con umer .L 41k~ umber 

of JOr er1o,. n oil CO . n1 ,s ,re no bein ch- 'le d i t n doin g 

~u ..;. t . t t o t e tun e of over ,., thous n d i lion oll ince 1973. \, 

ou c . r be sure t t t o e oi co , nies wou l d not do thi s to only 

t e P~eric n con~ .ers . I w-rc don i t 
th ople of o· n 

ould be doe ore h rshly 
of curse 

on/ t e Toird :,or d th n on t he i :c/ ' k i th ~nd in'. ct/ , ny of our own 

oc l people, f rozr the big erch n t to the hu t i n 6 ~ g ler , see 

no in on di... profi t earing r•ou~ i B• 1 hi i s h o·rv 1 t . a an d 

t i i s ho l . t i s ost i e ly t o be for the rest of thi · ye -r, no 

tter . . t br n of 0 i t ic o we .. lay. ~'! t ~ e C n do L,to f ce I 

ni .... 0 lity of in f t ion an d t o ttty ·nd use a 1 our s 1 ls ndall OUJ ... 
o.,~\ ~i ~ 

i n tel i ence to n ge Lit n d ee p it to e lowest vel po s sible, 
to 

wt ile e 'try to ro uce n /wor our t roub es (; way. ut 111 d t e -d of 

e c. ~e 11 i :pating our ener,(l'iea in politic l po ,er 
ere i s i tt e or o e c ono i c grov ,th. 

~ tis, I su g . a t , i the zre t failure of n t iona l le er-

a 1i in ic' od y . ' h e f ct t t r, r . · 11 mer1 tioued thi poin t 

in i ee ch ye~~erd y 1 l~ hope ul ign. ht e need mo t 
ri ~ht n o ,~-n fvi--& ~ 

of 11/ • t o obili se and unle sh t he will n d t e ~roduc tive energy 
. ~ 

of t 1e J , ican e ople. ~ y ou o n on ly do thi s i t 1 a peopl e ~ ho 

rv ul~y i n or e d o . l t f .. cts 
on 

honesty n integrity o t h d w o 

ho h ve con f i dence in the 

or sacrffdlce,s. -et u s h ve 

no ore of . t dubiou v, ay in hich t he e t r ol rice 1ncrea. e was 
h n d ed . Trust t h e people; e l l t e 1 t he truth; n I e PY hold 
to et er t rou h t hi r - ye r . oodnigh t . 
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l) P on ·bul r1 t \ e 
2) ' ~e of In l t ion 

:3--}- I n tc ... ..... , iii 2:1 · ere:£ t 

fl 
t on on y 

r y 15, L979, C.l p . 

ooct evenin UC 0 st we e end here in J ~t n icR h · been 

s en t of • .a t c f·irl y be eapribe d a i n f PO or te -type 

e.1: in a tion of .L t ee r ' eve ts . An d po tmorte s , by their v ry 

ri ture, c n te l ua :.i t ere ture or an i n ti tu tion died of: they 

c rmo t brin, b· ck t . t ere ture or that in ti tu tion. o the r al 

v ... ue o any ~ucce::isful o tz orte i s v. b t c l e rn f ro 1 t to gui e 

us in e future . An d by t.bi...., y Ar tic , n by 
a t e 

r "io _nd/re a d in t e ne up pers over t i pri t 
e i1st those 

xxx«xi:axxat ~ o old led an i n ·truct us, -ee 

very i t le f'ro 

h t v. he r d on 
or at 

ee en , we,a■max~• 

to h ve leP.lmt 

u li tene to the p 1 

p rty politic l 

the events of a t wee. 
y e er y 

r o de ts/you will kn ow ho N violent n a eg-ea ive 

Pn d i f the , n party pol i t ica t · 
all ef:'e ssion 

violence/of so e of t~ 
ore 

an wful lot of/innocent 

ngu J e s fro both si e s . 
~ d\vv ~f<lf~,y"{, 

rinte nguage Lwere tr nsl ted into 

bl ood wou d h v e b en satid all ove. 
t h in t hat t is 

c t ion 

a in. 

An t h i s io very de r e ~s ing fort ose of us w o/••xxaix%k:.btkxt%xxa 
~~ 

country can flnd ,uat cope ·1 th it problems in A p c ful l n orderly 

anner . An even ore e pr suin g 1 the thought t hat unless our 

poli ici ana c n tle elv e s free cf t n Prro· t unnel-vision 

which JUUi equates the interests of party v,i t t 10...;e of country, 

rr.or e i ... ru tion r .. in tor for us . It i no u e the NP lo sing 

over 

down to 

to or 

ery re disc on e ts i t e oociety pu tting it 11 

f cist plot : t e y t o dee 

to r e ove t e di s contents on 

it plots of any in d i s 
il,l€ k-tLJ . 

ioh t h e y f-emi.• And it i s n o 
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u ·o t. e 'P Ob ' in OV t.1e ver real · r n.rd in l · ion which 

h s hit 1 t e world, no t j · t ice. , retonding th t i t 

vou d c n e once t i bovern en t is re oved . · he proper nd 
iu-4 ¾it iffe.. .:ii 

con · tructivc L roz.d to .P O\ er woul +.s ~J~ ~ th u P to t e ll thi 
pe t rol 

e/a:i:l prices 

nation 

bout i n >Jpe cL.ic ter .s ~ha t i t woul dq~ ! bout t 
ric e s of we all know tt6~ ~, 

nd 

/t t · i o.; of other i t ell /xi. BXJ;» wil o u • ti~, s ee sy to play 

roph t o doo 1 00 .: 

otie who w ~n pm: er ve 

herd proble -s , h ov, t ey voul 

i t is o disrupt an i1:3lo ate . u t 
to ~iti-arJ 

utyl to s . o 1 u - h o th y ouJ. 1.-:l0lve 
if we entrust it 

u e the po~er , iim~xnxxillgDH to 

t 1en .• flucxEJlll OW wil · hey ca w 1 r cripplin ; infl t ion? 

in t :: sti.l g ... L ·t of price 

1967 n d 1978. ' hey u e 

I 
C C rront i s sue of I e gc zine h~.s ... 

in cre . ~ g in t 10 United ,. tes bet, e 

fi -ures f or A tlr.mmsa, eor ia which t y s y ro f ect t o n a tion nl 

A ,ric, n Pvere.ge. in ___ t . criod he pr ice o..o p un o.P nince 

b elf h u ·i en f r o 590 US. t o l. 4 , tr1 i ncre . e o 1 53, ; n c t l ey 
a 109 incre e 

r 1, e ~ha t beef. A lo f' o f r ea d ha one f ro 35c to 7 c,(and they 
a 68 · increa e 

ero , tl. he t . " 'cke t of c.:: ig c ttcs hR.3 · one f r o · 32c to 5-4c,(and 

t ·1e y gr ow th , to b cco. .P d _ _.,.ol v e din ring hfl one f rom 35 

to !. l 70 , 386,-, in e re e ; nd e r : .n e . l h t g l d in "ort Cnox. 
it 

1r, L ,.,t i G one □o ch • o -::/!UUt a e i;or oc .... i th . o 

e 

poi t i~ t ·u 1.,t · enounc e hig prices ·¥,i ou · .v!t--1J-J;-~t~ug what is 
evryywhere in the orld with out of fering a 

oj_ng oni . ,ai;Jmaj; to try tnd erupt the c oun try/:t•111taaatxm:fx~ 
cc r to deRl with it. proble s 

/B.H ltern tive ys/1~ oing no ·ervioe ·o J • ica. o i seams to 

e both p rtie s til h vo to earn en un der tend t. e deeper l 
of t hese unle , rned 

0 perh p 
~'(~ 

con t inue to pl y Ln rro 

l t eek . one of t e · f ir t/1 ssons 1~ t,. t t ey 

p rty oli t ics t ir OW p •r il, n 

the p il of dem crrcy in ic • Anc. hi s tory will n ot fl olve 

i f t .r le,.,rn 
li,k-~t 

cy .J. 1 110 t is ne . n ~ t l 
f C of J..:~•• 'Wrif!'t. 1. 

~ 
n il t ere . ( pro .. ecu ti ns, h he y f the ru.l.e of l 

Goodnight . 

sons 

t 

t l8 

l ss-
• 
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The \·' ee k ' s J)isrup tions: 
ha t Are t h e Lessons to Le arn ? · 

I EWS COvhTi' ;fARY 
.For broa dc a st on Friday 
J nu&:ey 12, 1979, 6.lOp. m 

Good evening: Wh t are the lessons to be le rnt from the tragic 

and disruptive events of 'thia week? I think the very first lesson 
y e t 

must be for ua to no t e/once aga in Just how easy it is for this 

kind of politica l cti vi ty which deli ber tely challengu 1 the rule 

of l aw to get out of hand and to end up with the killing of people. 
~ ~ !to. ~ a.,k.M.lv 

Wher1 any gToup decides to brt!ak the l aw on the sca le Lwe saw this week, 

the po;;:;aibili t y of violence and of de a th are l w· ys present. You car.i 
an d :non-violent 

s ay you are being pe a ceful/until y ou are blue in the f s ce and still 

the: events you se t in motion can end up c ausin g the k in d of deaths 

we h d here in J nmaica this week. The ~log ns of 'non-violence' and 

p a ssive reiatunce are not, Emd c nnot be used a s, trick party poli ticaJ 

·tactics. To be effective non-violence an d 1' s s ive resistance, the 

tiI·eat moral weapon a u s ed by Mahatma GarHll1i ar d by artin Luther King, 

must be inves ted with great mo al purpose and great moral authority. 

An d those who u se these great mora l we· pons, an d those wh o follow 

them, niust thewselves be n1orelly clean. ArJd we h d rJei ther mors.l 

purpo~e, authori ·ty nor cleanliness in wh t h appened this week. Indeed, 

even though most J amaicans were very angry with the government and 
even t h ou.gh they 

the way it ha11dled this &im petrol price bus iness, and/initially 

we cowe d v,h a t seemed spontaneous protests, they were soon 'turned-off 

by the naked and at times brutal p ower political JX~ manipulation 

that soon became ev•dent. So the the first lesson, which r e ally is 

as old e. s the stor y of man, is tha t you do not bring ~ustice and 

pe oe by using l wlessness and violence. An d the second lesson, and 
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..... 
political leaders 

I t hink this is a ~articularly import nt one for our/Jali~xaxam:a~ 

and would-be political lea ders to note, i s that today's J amaicans 

are not preps.red to tolera te any poli tica.l con ,ob, evep when they 

are most angry . An d make no mistake about it: they were very angry 

with wha t they saw as a government 'flyer' to increase petrol prices 

by more t han Just the OPEC incr e se; and very many, if not most of 

t hem, are convinced tha t but for Mond y•s demonstrations we would 

now be paying 50c instea d of 20c a gallon more. And they are asking : 

why did we not ge t t hat careful and detailed explanation from the 

Prime Minister be f ore the disruption and dialoca ~ion? :Jut having 

SP. id that they are a lso s aying that they are not going t o allow auy­

body to stampede them into swopping black dog for monkey - or worse. 

And t his is why, in spite of all t heir anger, the~a~d reJected 

t ha t ejtreae and reckless call to political violence implied in that 

wild comparison with Iran. J amaica is not like Iran,and you misread 

J amaicans and you insult their political intelligence and political 

sophistication if you think you can con them into t hinking it is. • 

And so we come to t he third lesson of t he even t s of this week. If 

we are to avoid this kind anger and disruption whe~ bar~ ~eviaions 
~ ~6(,v t<t. VII- t'~~ 

have to be t ken in t h e fu tureJi"i and they will have to be takenf then 

t he government will have to level honestly wi t h the people before, 

not af ter t he event. And we will r eally have to be convinced that 

the increa se i .a the sm alles t possible. For instance, how much are 

we payin g for br nd n ames, packaging end l belling in t he l a test 

oi ls and f a t s incre a ses? ~••ter spell that one out before it blows 

up . And if the Opposition cannot do better than tra ding on the people 

frustr a tion e~d anger then ~11 it will be able to do is the kind of 
~ 

wrecking activity we s aw this week• And is t his~what i t hopes to 

inherit if it ever came to power? Think it out carefully, ple a se o 

Goodniaht 
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NE " ·• 01v1 -E.NTM{Y 

The Week' ~ Disruptions: 
1'irne to Think 

For bro dc ast on Wednesday 
J , nuary 10, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Good evening: Ii: is time for us to pause and ta ... ~e stock of what 

ha.s ha ppened here in J maica since 1t ond y. On Mom d y morning key 

streets in Kingston an d St. Andrew were blocked with the skeletons 
huge boulders, 

of old cars, huge cement blocks, massive tree trunks/and all manner 

of hard-to-move rubbish. .At first it seemed that this was a 

spontaneous m~ss protest against the impending increa~e in the price 

of petrol. TherP. h. d been rumours and speculation of increases 

r anging anywhere from 50c to a dollar a gallon. And to the extent 

that this was a demonstration to try and warn the government against 

any such outrageous level of increase, it made a grea t de al of s nse 

and engaged the sympa thj_es of even the people who were being 

inconvenienced and disloca te d by it. And the disloca tion was ma ssive. 

Public tran sport was brought to a complete stand**ill, and other 

business an d productive activity soon ground to a halt. ut those 

who were out on the str ee ts, and thowe who moved from roadblock to 

roadblock, will tell you that in its early st~ge s the whole thing 

seemed emi Bble and fr iendly. An cl this wa4 why the compare.ti vely 

small nwnber of peo ple involved in the actual blocking of the roe ds 

could do what they did. And it soon began to emerge +h. t what they 

were doing was no c aual and random bloc ing off of roa ds. This 
8nd organisa tion 

was no spontaneous thing. A grea t deal of thought and pl nning/h d 

obviously gone into it to m ke sure of achievaligg maximum di sloe tior 

an d meximum disruption. And you know, and I know, tha t they achievec 

Just tha t on Tu on d _y. And so the inister of Fin nee announced to 
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t he n 2 ti o11 1 ::. t ~ on r✓i ond r-:, y n i gh t t \8. t t h e pri c e o f ga llon o.f petrol 

wou l d be i n cr ease d by 20 c s from t h i s morningo ?o t 50c; n o t 75c ; 

no t do l ar; n o t even t he 40c whi ch was moo te d l ate on Monday a fter­

noon . J u s t 20 c. An d t h ose of you who li .:> t ened t o my co entary o:f 

l a.st We dn esday wi ll kn ow t hat a 20c a gallon in cre a sa i s Just 5c 

mo re t han t he fi l,rure I -r:ri v e d t a fter a car 8ful exam i nation of all 
f e cts an d fi gures 

the/ !ll:&i:i.HllHx.fi~llXIUI t=1vai l s ble t o me . Go I, for one, cannot 
seriously 

quarrel/with a 20c in creas .• I lon ' t l ike 
unavoida.bleo 

it; but it i s/XlllXllXllaKJl~:t• 

The i mportmt poin t is t hRt it i s not t he unreasonable incre a se we 
Ana with this ma tter dealt with, the disruption and the 

fear e d . / Tk.1L-x:JB:bt.ixi:axikR.tx:e:fi1rx.xiii111xx~..1n,u.aurnut.x11fxtki.BxBuJ.11:l'.di:xa 
disloce tion whi ch stemmed from i twau shot,ld logically h ave ended 
i¥xxaaimtU~«xill1n:ua»extkaxi»xa2xMfitARx~xi2•xsfx~•neixau•l•x~• 

or be en so led down - t hat is 1 if th e r ~al concern of those who 

moull t e d t he roadblocking s wa s iri f ct t h e price o f pe t r ol. So why 

t h o l te s t t a l of esc c lating t h in e;;s? An d e sca l a te wh a t? D;10re 

disruption '? , or e di sloe ·tion? And to wh a t point? The r·e ference to 

I r an is, I t hink , a v ery sigi1ificant pointer here . Is JCi..,a.ica re a lly 

l i ke 1ran? Or tu.rn the que stion around : who elected the Shah oir 
b ::/ \t..t.s Mt,..·~ 

I r p...n ? An when and f or how lon g? Pl e a se do not b e mi s le dLinto 

forge ttin g tha t we hare in J nmaica c an chang,3 our governments, of 

v hich ~v er par ty, l ega- ly an ' pet cefully and ·'uy way of the ba llot box. 

I t i s i mporte.n t t o r emember t h i s even wh en we are most angry. And I 

think people had goo d r e a son to be Rn gry with t he inept &n d insensi ti1 

way in which t h i s petrol pr ice thin g ,as han dled until it blew up 

in the government's f a ce. :But I a lso t hink tha t we need to be very 

clear in our own minds about on e b e. s ic t h ing: · nd tha t is tha t onc e 
outside 

we g o ou t side the J amaican Constitution an d/the rule of l aw in order 
any 

to try an d bring down/fi.11 elected government of J an1aica, no ma tte r 

of which party, we are ma shing up democr cy its elf. And thi s t s not 

wha t most J maicans want to do, even when they are most angry. So 
be on gu rd please. (toodni ght 
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1) C bodia: o er Shi f t in Iu o-Chin 
2) U. S . drops t e hah 

N nm Y 
For bro dcast on uond~y 

nu ry 8, 1979, 6 . lOp. 

l,vk tJ ~~ W)Y.~;ct· (~ ~~ 
ood evening: L It h s been a co per tively pa&R quiet and pe ceful 

weekend here at home; but terbulent and at times brutally violent 

one in mos t of the rest of t he world. bile our ain concern w s 

what ·t e government was 11 ely to do bout t he price of pe ·trol, the 

peo p e of rope l orth Amerio were in t he gr i ps of a savage and 
bur t lly col d s well s 

/ winter, transport stri ea,u.li/the s e mounting price s and rising 

une ployment th t e f ce. In co.mmunist .unggry t ey announced a 

series of r eally steep pric incr a.sea on e wide r nge of comsuner 
crippling 

i tems over the weekend. ....ri t in is in the grips of a/lorry river• s 

s trike; t he j or eric n oil com pani e s have been cher6 ed by the 

United t a t es Government wi th l r rescale profiteering by overch rging 

on t heir oil lea to the tune of hundreds of illiotja of doll rs . 
scene 

ut it is on the glob l power politic 1/~t&~••• t h t t he past weekend 

h been in most turmoil, all t he w y from t J,e Persian Gulf t o the 

ulf of i em n the outh China. .,ee. The brutal tyrflnny which 

too over in C bo i a after the coll,pse of the eric ns in the 

Vietn run war, w . yesterday overthrown by a Vietn -b eked C bodian 

guerrilll:l force . hi s force c lls it ·elf t e N tion 1 United Front 
up 

for tional S lvation and its procla imed aim is to set/a government 

which is ' humane' in pl ace of t e ' inllUJilane ' government of Qu ,m P n 
a bout 

n Pol ot. If you reme ber th t/this time l st month no n a tion on 

e rth, i t h the sole end solitary excep tion of the eople's epublic 

of China, h d Any t h ing . ood to s y bout the e ~am P n-Pol Pot 

governrent in C m:bodia , it m y come a s a bit of a surprise tha t is 
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over t hrow should provo e the storm of r eaction we . re no witne ssing. 

Ji.his, a f t er a ll, v as t e government whic drove UI1told numbers of 

its own people, t e old nd t h e sick among them , out of t he capital 

hnom Penh, tp perish in the Cambodian iUI1gle. An this was the s e 

govern ent which group of United St a tes Sen a tors accu ed of 

genocide An d ur ed t h e Unite d a tions to a.ct again s to So why t he 

sud en concern about the overthrow of this bruta l tyr8nny? The short 

nswer is t ha t ba sically t he consi era tion which h ve been brought 

in to ply here have n o t hin g to do with either concern for territoria l 

i n ~egri ty, or human rights or ideology. In terms of ide ology the peopl 

who ve takaa over ar e s oonunUI1ist vs t hose they h ve overthrown . 

( o be sure , t here version wi l be more like tha t of Vietnam en d so 

e ss bruta l than the s vage t hing they h ve overthrown : but it will 

be the s Ame ba ic ideology f or ell t hat . In terms of hum n rights 

i is aim o t cert in to be v at improvement on wh t it repl ce s. 

.t n d even 11r. Andrew Young h d to remind his fello w Americans that 

f t er t heir own record in In do-ChinR any t 1k about territori a l 

integrity comin from them would rin very hollow . The real r eason 

f or t he su d en concern over t he Cambo di an take-over i s that t he new 
t herefore, 

men t here re seen a s a li8'l}e d with Vietnam an d/the oviet Union, whil 

t e en t ey r epl aced were aligned with China. And this mean s t hat 

t her e ha s been an import nt ne power shift on the Indo-Chin a Penin su 

a . oviet influence has been atreng ther1ed; Chin ese influ enc e h s 

be en wea ened . An d ince t e Chinese are now seen, by the Americans 

at e st, as a ey a lly in t he busine ss of containing Soviet in f luenc 

thi s s etb CK for t he Chin e se in Cr mbo ia i · l s o setb ck f or t he 

We s t. If the people ho took over in C bodia over the weekend h d 
f orce 

seed off with been pro-Chine sAl ~JDJU> t e whole1 t hing w9ul h ve 
'nlere-~ s very Iit~ e mo~ lity 

h_ . l y _ ripple . iRx:taaxa11wxJa1uucx1d:i.oaoix in the hard po er game 
which 1 why t he U. • i s qui e tly dropping it... sunnort o:£ t b A _S h Rh _ 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



/ 
,t( 

S Cvuu,,,,... , ft Y 

1) otrol; ' hy ore th n 14½ ? 
2 ) oli t ic~l SWLmit a t Qaadeloupe 
3 ) China the U. S. 

For brordc st on FridPy 
'nu r y 5, 1979, 6.lOp. m 

ration l nnd equitable 
oo evening: If there is /o se th t would Justify t he incr e asing 

of t e price of a gallon of petrol to the J .maic n motorist by more 

than OPEC' 14 ·% then th t c se is still to he de. 1 r. orace 

Clar e ' st temen t of a t ednesd y does not make th t c se. . 11 

it trike s me as oing is r tion lising what see s to be an lre dy­

tak en- ecision to hit t he J n ican otorist for or tan the l4i% 
P C increa se. Pl · ~e don't get me wrong. I am no expert on the 

oil bus iness n d t here ay inf ct be a strong ce se to be m de to 

ex in why a allon of cnude oil which coats 60c nd which when 

refined into etrol, (with all the coats of ~e;t':i,n_ing, wa es,prpfi ts, 
(AA~ 

tran sport, margius for dealers n d retailerJ) works out at $1.lOc 
why this T. 

a gallon be f ore tax -/should be increased by more than the · EC 

incre se. If t here i ~uch ca se then 8 ell it out for us bee use 

it h s no.m yet been ade. And f ,:,ncy verba l f ootwork does not m ke a 

c e. To be sure the govern ent h a the power to impose :til hatever 

incr e se it decides on. 

profiteering erchant who 

sorta of t hings are boun 

ut would no t this be behaving like the 
Jl 
Lcondemn so virtuo~ y? Prices of 

t o go up this yea:r. 1tUYS ho v. e handle 

11 

t he se incre s e a, n how we respond to them i s going to depend very 

much on t e public per cep tion of 
t c ah ring oft e ae burdens 

/ ikQ are. An It in t h t t he 

a very uch be tter example, ~ 

how fir, how Just an how equitable 
i tse f 

overnment/1a oing t o have to set 

deeds an not Just words, this y e r 

t ,.n it id 1 t ye r n the ye r e fore, in the ah ring of the 

s ecrfices i t de n f rom t e re s t o us• o le us h ve either 
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t t str igh t 14i- EC inore se on crude or else a very clear, 
f < otu l 

f if/ n r tional Juoti fica tion fo r anything ore. 

oil i o boun ·· o be a. key 1 sue at th t eating of t e 

lePdevs of ri t in, Fr nee, · eut Ger ny nd t e United St a te a 

Which b e . down in Gu de o pe er ier t od y. o be oure the four 

eetern l e ers will be concerned pri rily with rriving t so e 

common over-vie of t . e world politic 1 picture: r1d oil and who 

controls it, n d ho in f luence s tho s e o control it, ,.re key politic 

tters in t oa .y • s orld. o it is ost likely t t develo ments · 

in t he i dd e a st n · ho to influence those developments , es eoiall 

if t e 'hall i s re1 oved, will t , e up uch tie . hi ia the are 

where t he eat h lost 1 oat ground d where the Soviet Union h s 

ined oat ground over t e 1 t t rnlve to ei h t een onths. Then 

there is . i ely to be t ne F:rench aident • s pet n reject of 

s eein Afrioa s part of t e · orth Atlantic e ty r anis tion' o 

frontline of defence. he thin 1ng behind this is to try and oo-qnter 

t he oviet Pn Cuban influence in Afric • On catch hore 1 th t 

wherever ou .fin d t ,ubans r d t he u 1.;,si ans in fric a , t ey re 

t here by invi tetion . n it 1.s oing to be exceedingly difficult 

for t he 1 e 8tern po era to arrange ai ·1ar invita tions, except from 

11 ll 1nor1 ty of blRc French- pe in s t tes w · o re little ore 

th . n econo io a tel11 tea of ance. And he e are "lax from the hot 

otion centres in ,entr nd 6outhern fr ica . ,o will h ve 

proble a bout going in there s a friend of anybody exce t the 

w i te r A ci sta . Ho t e e tern e dera de with thi one 
t ey 

o t int r e sting n reve i n • An t hen of course /~z.-. 
111 be 

Ji cuss 
11:i/Q 

t he r e lly big coup: 1 s t on d y • s f .or l est bli hmen t of di plo atk 

r e ations bet een t e Peoples pubic o China t he U. S. This 
8VijDt ~ i t . one;mos t 1 ely to tr n form the eopoli tic 1 picture in 1979 

oodni gh t. 
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1) Petrol: How ~ig an Increase? 
~) ;iron a Sh.ea tr i ! up ism. 
~,e, @h iiau i'iiI&ffioP I Wz:r:TaN! in the m@m:ing'.f 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For broa dcast on 1/ednesd ,­
J anu ry 3, 1979, 6.lOp.m 

Qood evenin~: The price of petrol, and of 11 petroleum products 

will be increased within t he next few d ys. We h ve known about 

this coming blow since the middle of December. The only thing we 

have not known was the weight of the blow and when we would feel 

it. And this we will now soon know; perhaps by this weekend. So 

what is the size of the increase likely to be? How is it likely to 

be arrived at? And what should be a fair and re asonable increa se. 

We have already ha d speculative news stories suggesting that we 

might have a 50c a gallon increase, a 15c a gallon increase and 

$1 a gallon increase. Now, if you remember that the oil price 

increase announced by OPEC was a spaced-out 14i% then some of these 

speculations ere outrageously high. For the incre se to be a s high 
50c 

as 50- on the gallon, it would mean that as well as passing on 

the OPEC 14½% increase the government is also increasing its own 

tax t ake from the motorist by more than 14½%. ecause if yuu 

just slap a 14½% increase on the $3 a g8llon we now pay the increase 

would work out at 44c and the new price would rise to $3.44c. Jut 

in that $3 a gallon which we now pay there is already whopping tax 

take by the government of $l.90c. So it will not only be the 

petrol which will go up by OPEC's 14¼%: it will be the government's 

tax t ake too. And I f r ankly see no reason or Justification for tha t 

kind of new tax increase to the motorist at this time. What I think 
~d 

would be much more r e sonable and f air 'f:Rli:B be to apply the 14½?& 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



2 

OPEC increase to the price of petrol before the government's tax 

t ake is a dded to it. So let us esamine some of the figures in 

terms of · 14½% incre ae which does not include additional hi dden 

taxation. Now, the OPEC increase is on the ba sic r aw ma terial which 

is the crude oil, and on nothing else, and that crude costs us 

600. And lli% o• 60c is leas ~han 8¾c. So if the increa se were only 
/ 

on the crude oil the increase to the motorist here would raise the 
3.10c 

cost of a ga llon of petrol to not more than $3.IOc. Anything else 

would mean that we are also giving the refinery opera tions, the 

pelfiae1 profit t ake, the charge for Round the Island movement, the 

mark~ting companies and everybody else involved, an increa se of 

14½~. For instance, if we add in all these other charges the cost 
before tax and 

to the J amaican motorist of a gallon of refined petrol,/before the 

new OPEC increase,add up to ska $1.lOc a gallon. If you add to 

this only the 14½% increase on the price of crude it brings~ t up to 

a little lesa than $1.20. And if you then add the government's tax 

of ~vl. 90 you come up with a maximum new price 'of $3. lOc a gallon. 

And if you want to offset that 1st 4.95c a gallon increase which 

was given to the re ·c;ail petrol dealers, then you add another 5c 

to t he price which would bring the new price of a gallon of petrol 

up to a meximum of ~3.15. And at SJ.15c a gallon, please remember, 

we would be paying the 14¼% increa se from the very beginning instead 

of spacing it over the 12-month period as the OPEC increase would 

b~ ~ <!k ft;__, / 4 ~; <'f>EC ~ tM.~ 01'. C/vvult_ ~ I 

(r f r ankly can see no ~ustification for any bigger increase than 

a am.ximum of 15c on the price of a gallon petrol: and that i s being 

extremely generous. Goodnight 
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e er' 

n ond y 
, · 9, 6 . lOp. 

y , 1979 

Good evening: iaa And y 1979 be s h pp · 1 d productive a year 

for all of us a we w ut 1 t to be . 1978 was n hRrd year f or most 

ic na; ball e survived it, even though there were times when 
when t ey one 

t he dooms yers \I ore thf!t e would not and/even announoed/%aa d te 

fter another when we ere sup pose to crash . e did not crash in 
for us end the rest f the world 

1978 . 1979 loo i "e bein another hard ye r/an I h ve no oubt 

in y own in th t e 111 survive this one too . ~o the i mportant 

devision f or us t o a e on t 1 f irst d . y of a br .- nd ne year i s 

wauxxaXJallxipaili,: not ether we will ~urvive or not we kno 

we \' il u 'rvive - t e i portA t decision is t what level we ill 

urvive, v. .h t u i ty we rmt tha t surviv 1 to ve . I re e ber a 

coup of ye ars b c when th young eople , e eci ly fro the 

n ston n t . An rew, t e l ke lmost s sort of poorer ares of 

everyd, y tin out the d · ire t e ill for us 11 to, A they 

to live in pe ce with t em-put 1 t, 'l.ive lovin '; for 

selv ~s nd on the elves. An if you ook roun d yourself, s 

tri e t o do over thi s p t holi d .y .;)eason , you y be surpri ed 

at ju t ho uch pe 

t i oci e ty. here 

ce d h 

h ve been 

ony 

ti es 

oodwill t here i i t hin 

en it h s ee ed thoijgh 
h · d 

t ere p not in bu · ug in , ss ft in ica: we ve/a Fi ly 

diet 0 t e u ly in our new• 

ere it see a th t t t ..,. 

t er pea, t e rob ries , t 

s 

an in 

al t 

our 

ere 

le ines to t he point 
ofcfoJ'Se. 

as . f\ 1:'here were t e illings 

un dry vio nee n ~ lessnesa . u t 
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t here we r e a so very, very any · ore eta of c o s aion : v stly 

ore 

whaiming 

ic n hel pe d e ch other th n harmed e ach other ; t he over-

ority of J ic ns were n d re pe cef ul 

an t oughtful clp ful to e h oth er . You kn o n I 

w- abidin 

ow that 

t h i i ho i t r . Al y 1 • o why thi s ugly self- im ge of wha t i s 
. b s ic lly decent 

a inly pe ce ul P-n though tful / aooie t y n people? lt seems to 
u ly much of 

e th t on e ,ms er 1 t o be found in e pr oent/n ture of/our 

, r ti n poli ica , n on e of t he ays in ic \ e c an improve t he 

qu a.li t y of our living in 197 i s to try t o r e ove sone of the pl -in 

n s tiness f rom our rty oli t ics . An . .1 t hin t t dif the .J ioan 

. voter - that overwhe lln i ngly decen t ~ori ty - w re to t a e c r e ful 
conduct 

not of how those concerned ith poli t ics/ t e selve s in word flnd dee, 

and if you e t t e o t h t you r e oing s o an d tha t thi s will 

eci e ho you v o te , I am 8Ure i t ou d el p to remove uchp f t 1e 

ugline s n stin ess f rom our o l i t i c • u t thi doe s not Pn er 

1 o t e question of y e ve t hi s ugly self- image of h t i s 
ost of oso people, 

b s ic lly decen t socie ty/ u:i:ux:ta:iaunlaXJl•xa1 perh ps 99 . 9 , e 
ple ae 

l ~- a i in en h on our ble . o/ mX6• t h in a ou t thi s , nd .K: 

s o1e ;::;ere in ue tion :1 ou t it. hy thi u l y s e f-i age ? An 

h o i · er a tin i t? n d to wh t end? 1979 is &oing t o be h r d an d 
extra an d 

lli f ficul t enou gh f or us . ·e do no t n e e d/crippling paycholo ica l 

urdena of ~el f - doubt and self-conte p t t o m ea hard an d difficul 
~ '2.. -~~ ~4 ~ a e.q_ ~ <k,t:,._,.,u .-i.. ~~ Tri ~ . 

ye r ore ao .[ o let u ~hed t e ae burdens and e t he lead a 

l ittle e i er. ot every thing in al ica i t> be.d n u ly. . h re ~~F'l(l~t~~ 
re any ood n be u iful thi r1 s n d[ people too . An d there is 

a s pirit t ti~ unique l y ican n thich eu br cos t he whole 

n t ion n i ch cu t 
of ,.., rti c l ar t i e 

aero s t e pet ty n 
nd ece• o lase 

narrot p r k,~_,an 
on ' t l e f:tJ J ~:;iiE i c 

in 979 . e ce rui ove n a ppy e Ye r . oo ni t . 

ivi s iot 
shor t 
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