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For broadcast on Monday

December 31, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: On Friday, December 29, 1978, I rounded off my

year end commentary with the following words: "So it seems that

the worldwide economic problems will persist in 1979, and that there
may be some major political consequences stemming from this in some
parts of the world, How we in Jameica stand up to all this in 1979
will depend on our own hard effort and on our own determination to
survive and to become more self-reliant and less dependent, It is

up to us really." That is what I éaid et year end 1978, and now, at
yeer end 1979, I could repeat this same general\forecast for 1980
which is only a few hours away, The important thing is that we have
survived 1979; and we have survived this hard year with 2ll of our

key institutions still intact. Our multi-party parlismentary democracy
is s8till very much aliive, The Judiciary is still unquestionably free
and independent, The police and the army have come in for some harsh
questioning, but they are still performing and, on the whole, perform-
ing effectively under trying circumstances in which sggg?lgn the
society have done their damndest to undermine public confidence in the
overall integrity of our security forces, Nobody would dream of
denouncing the entire business community becsuse of a handful of
corrupt or dishonest or thieving businessmen; nobody would denounce
the entire political community because of a handful of self-seeking,
dishonest and anti-democratic politicians. So why the wholesale attack
on the security forces if the intent is not to undermine public

confidence for political purposes? The church, too, that other key

piller of the society, has survived some (at time savagely unfair)
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criticism for not seeing or speaking in the way that some special
interests in the society would have liked it to. And the church, in
1979, seemed tc me to have grown stronger in its commitment to the
poor and its concern with the problems ¢f the poor. And the news
in freedom
media - radio, television, newspapers - have survived/a2ll the dire
end dreadful prophecies and predictions and at time: hyst@eited/
screechings., Indeed, there were timé during the year when?sectionﬁ
of the news média/:i:x so self-obsorbed, so pre-cccupied with its
own self and its own narrow little?i%igrests that it served +thewider
Jamaicen community very pocrly. Still, the news media, in 1979,
reflected 2 much wider variety cof views and interests within the
the media has ever done
Jemaican society then/waxkzxsmxsmwmrxkazf before, And that, I think, is
a major advance. And then there are the Jemaican people, this nations
most importent and most preciocus asset, They have been buffeted by
by economic misfortunes over which we really have no control. But
they have =2l1sc been imposed upon by people who performed badly, or
who were allowed to perform badly without being removed from the job,
And they have been imposed upon by price gougers who seized upon the
world inflation to squeeze the people even more, So they have increase
the price of food and clothing and footwear more than the inflation
really justified. So while a majority of the people suffered under the
of inflation
burden/a few actually grew richer, In this sense the burden has not
been shared equally: +the majority, who are the poor, have been made
to carry the heaviest burden, And this is something that must not be
allowed to go on in the 1880s. But the people have survived, and they
will survive next year and the 1980s. And if you have watched the
Jameican people closely and listened to them %ﬁesely, you will know

the ways of the world

that they have more than just survived. They have grown wiser/ more
mature, more sure of themselves, and they ighkist on'thinkig§p£o¥°§hem

selves instead of +Aiad 8 our
the future. Goodnigﬁ%ng told what to think*ARnd that
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Fof broasdcast on Friday
December 28, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The year and the decade draw to their close on a
noteof local price increeses, the most dramatic of which is yesterday':
announced sugar price increases, And we know that the price of fuel
is going up within the first couple of days of the New Year and of
the new decade, and that with thggjgggce increese will come a whole
new round of other price increases., So, as far as the cost of living
is concerned, there is grief ahead for us, It does not make any kind
of sense for any of us to pretend otherwise, Unless we face the fact:
coldly and soberly we can only make the coming herdships more difficul
than they need be, But fscing the facts, and insisting on certain
patterns of behaviour and certain codes of conduct, we can cope with
the hardships snd we can survive and hold on mmxxX while we re-order
our economic structures so that we can better withstand the shocks
and pressures of the future than we have been able to do up to now,
And among cther things, fecing the fects means asking hard questions
and demanding honest answers, For instance, how much of these new
suger priceg increases are the result of downright bad performance?
Is the Jamaican*taxpayer, the Jemaican consumer, egain being asked
" to paytgégﬁghoday performance®R The state now runs seme ¥8 of our 12
éugar factories, Are these now opereting es effciently as they did
when they were in private hands? Is the Sugar Industry Authority

the multinational

maneging tts business as efficiently and as profitably as/Tate and

Lyle did when it ran the West Indies Sugar Company? The figures I
have seen suggests that in straight bsuiness terms the SIA is not
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enywhere neer as effectwalmanager as WISCO was, If SIA were a

private management company which had to account to private investors,
it would, I suspect, be in very deep trouble right now, with ’whole-s
sale firings from top to bottom. I single out SIA because thgfganagers
of any enterprise must take the first responsibility for performance.
If performgnce is good they get the credit; if performance is bad
they must take the blows, But th§7?:rmers, too, have not performed
as well as they could and should have. There has been a general decli§
in the care of the land, and because of this poor husbandry the
quality of the cane they grow has declined. We usedgi:/zgerage of

32 tone of cane to the acre in the 1960s, now we are down to 28 tons
of cane to the acre. Of course there are many and valid reasons for
this decline, One can always justify things and explain failures, But

;\ow\’.\lﬁr‘-aca

;hen one's back is to the wall explanations |are not enough, I remember
et time bk

/ when successive governments of Jemaica, and of both parties, refused

to give bus fare increases or telephone or electricity rate increases
or sugar price increases because they said these enterprises, which
were then in private hands, should pay for their expansion out of
profits and should not be capitalised by the consumer, If we are to

cope with the harships of the 1980s we are going to have to insist

all productive ylike the bmXkxmfxxkE sugar industry,
that/state-owned and state-managed enterprises/pay their own way
wefirly these enterprises

without[taxing the consuming public. And for us to go forward/thay wilk
have to show a profit, whether some of our &oung ultra-leftists

approve of profite or not. Indeed, from here on socialism, of whatever
brand, is going to be Judgé:h by its performance rather than its chat,
And making the poor capitalise one of the highest cost sugar industrié

but ¥
in the world, may be an absolute necessity now/ is both poor business

and poor sociel engineering. It is also a |touchstone of the challenge

we face in the ;?BQQ: To produce as efficientl
n the, sl Yy and profitably =4
gagiig%ebfaig}ﬁofggvassgig;ugoggnggﬁtfor the things which improve the
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For broadcast on Wednesday
December 26, 1979, 6,10p.m

Boxing Day, 1979

Good evening: And I hope you have had a very haﬁpy and a very
peaceful Christmas, and that what remains off the season will be

good and will be safe, Please remember to take care, especially of
the very young and the very old; and if you are driving take it easy
and drink sparingly. One of the dubious blessings - if a crisis can
ever be termed such - of the energy crisis is that, inevitebly, we

are going to have fewer and fewer motor vehicles on the roads as
petrol becomes scarcer and more expensive and as there is less and
less mamay foreign exchange with which to import new cars, And fewer
cars on the roads will mean fewer road accidents, And fewer road
accidents and less polution of the atmosphere will be blessings,
Against this we must set the problem of how people are to getabout.
How do children get to school? How do people get to work on time and
in reasonable comfort if there is a drastic reduction of private cars?
The bus service we heve now, and indeed the unregulated and unsafe
mini-bus service we heve now just will not do. And it is high time
that those who are responsible for providing these services began to
anticipate problems and plan ahead to deal with them instead of alway
waiting until we are hit by the problem before doing anything about it
Whe;}ggzgybody - not just the poor - have to get about by public
transport, as they do in most of Europe, and to a lesser extent North
America, how will we cope? When the tescher and the nurse and the
manager and the secretary and the senior civil servant and the senior

Yechnician all heve to share the public trensport With those who now
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traditionally use that public transport, how will we cope? These
people are not going to be satisfied with the shoddy, irregular,
ill-mannered and unclean service the poor now have to endure. So

trying to ensure
what will we do? Will go on/makimxxzmxmxtkat that this group go on
running their private cars at greater and greater and greater cost in
foreign exchange we cannot afford, and a2t the expense of improving
public transport? This is what we have done in the past and what we
are still doing., Or will we begin now to seriously oreaizc:?;ublic
transport system that everybody in the country cen use? I think we
either begin this now or else we will face chaos & few years down the
road when people will have to abandon their private cars and have no
alternative to turn to, It is all a question of how we are going to

best long
manage the scarcities of the 1980s, and in whose/imtzxExt term
interest, And this sort off decision is going to have to be made
globally as well, What happens when jet fuel becomes so scarce and the
price so high that air fares become impossible for ordinary people?
Will air travel come to an end? And what becomes of our, as well as
the rest of the world's, highly paid pilots? When you've tasted that
kind of life it comes hard ts iige like an ordinary mortal. Perhaps
this is why most of usf are, or appear, so unwilling to really think
out the implications of the energy crisis, For instance, how the
et each other

devil are the Americans and the Russians going to launch/those deadly
bombs and rockets and missiles which they are now stockpiling at such
enormous cost, if they do not have enough fuel? It takes fantasticelly
vast quanties of fuel to fight wars with plenes and tanks and rockets
and the like. So what will these superpowers do when they run out of

fuel to propel their military hardware? Will they throw stones at each

other? I looked down on the twinkling lights of Kingston at dawn on
Christmas morning and I thought of 211 the twinkling lights in all the
cities of the world I have seen, What if they all went out? The country
side, worldwide, woulf of course still be the seme. Think of it. Goodn
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on Monday
December 24, 1979, 6,10p.m

Good evening: This is the last Christmas Eve of the decade of the
197083 and tomorrqw we celebrate fhe last Christmes of this decade.
This time nex€7ﬁﬂénesday we will be into the decade of the 1980s,
So what do we ;ay, how do we evaluate, this traumatic and now fast
vanishing decade of the 197082 I think above everything else the
decade of the 1970s will go down in history as the period which saw
the beginning of the end of Western capitalism's total and complete
control and management of the world economy. If we cast our minds
back to the start of the 19708 = to the year 1970 itself - we will
remebber 2 world in which the United States, and to a lesser extent
its European allies, calded the tune to which all the rest of the
and European
world danced, It was a world mf in which the American/multinationals
determined the price and the flow of oil. The Middle Eastern countries
which owned the oil hed next to no say in how that oil was exploited
and in who got the lion's share from it At source, in the Middle
Esst in 1970 the o0il was literally cheaper than dirt., At that time it
cost the Americang and European oil companies something like 30e¢ to
drill and pump and move one barrel of oil to a Persian Gulf port.
There are 42 gallons of oil in every barrel. At 30c a barrel this
was less than lc a gallon. And after shipping gnd refining, and still
selling for only cents, the price to the American and European
motorist of a gallon of petrol was some 7,000% higher then the cost

of the oil at source. And of course it was alsays a little more

expensive for the poorer Third World countries, And oil then, as now,
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was the energy that made the whole world move, It grove/mmx ships

lit up the world's
and planes and buses and trains and cars; it/xghtxaxx homes and
made/::: factories and farms produce in great abundence. And because
g;}was controlled and managed by what has been described as the
'militery-industrial complex' of a certain group of powers, that
group of powers controlled and managed and, where necessary manipulated
world economic power, Cheap o0il, cheap energy, was the foundation
of the economic power of western capitalism which created the highly
consumerist/nig;i of post-~world-war-two, And that is how it still
was at the start of the decade of the 1970s, And then, from 1973
onward, we witnessed that world change at a blistering pace which
many of us have not fully grasped yet. And the single most important
factor in this change was the taking away of the control of oil, of
energy, from the Western capitalist powers, /gg;x of the earliest
and most visible results was the change in the status of the once
all-mighty American !greenback', Because of American ecpnomic and,
therefore, political dominance, nobody ever questioned the wholesale
printing of Americen dollars without any backitif to them. But when
a grip on oil was removed, every treasury in the world was suddenly
anxiously aware of some $600-thousand-million greendbacks which cannot
be redeemed floating about the world, And still we are only at the
start of the profound changes which were set in motion by this removing
of control of 0il from Western capitalism. And this means that all
the crises, all the problems, all the difficulties that the world has
experienced during the decade of the 1970s will be intensified during

the decade of the 19808 and onward, until this profound revolutionary

change in world power relations, finally settles downe ontil then we

are all of us, worldwide, in for trying and difficult times. Only the
wise snd the hardworking will overcome, not the tricky. So I will not
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broasdcest on Friday
December 21, 1979, 6,10p.m

Good evening: It is now four days to Christmas, and still the

political passions and the pelitical chat run high. And over the

rast couple of days the main theme has of course been lzst Wednesday's

overhaul of the Cebinet; for, like it or not, approve of it or not,
six Ministers

the axeing of/saxam Cabinet/and the reducing of the number of Minister:

from 20 to 13 is drastic enough to be more than just a 'reshuffle',

It is, in fact, a very deep and drastic pruning, The thing to watch

now is to see just how far down the line this drastic pruning will

g0, And this is going to be no less hard and difficult to work out

than must have been the decision on the deep Cabinet cuts, But just

to clean up at the top€ and leave the rot to go on eating away at

the middle and bottom will not help to grapple with our hard problems,

So we want to know how that Tlec out of every tax dollar which goeé

in wages and salaries of public servants is going to either be reduced

or else justified by providing more goods and better services t0 the

Jomaican taxpayer. This is a critical issue, We are obviously going

to have to wait for some of the details ass well as for the outcome

of the new round of talks with the I.N.F. I am one of those who

happens to think that the Prime Minister is right to bring the weight
of the influence

/ of his office +to bear in taking over responsibility for Agriculture,

There is no more dramatic way of making it clear to the nation that
ability to
our/kuapzmxaf obsorbimx and withstandimg the shocks and pressures and

strains of the 1980s will z® depend greatly on whether we axm can

provide most of the food we eat from our own land . T -

mistake about it, All the food(import - the cheapest and lowliest
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like chicken neck and back included -~ are going tc go up in price,
no matter who forms the government of Jamaica or what ideclogical
posture that government strikes., That is something teyond our control
as long as we depend on imported food, The one way to break}g: %g’
minimise,that dependence is to feed ourselves from our own land, If
anybody tells you otherwise, ask them to spell it out for you in detail
And we =re alsc going to have to lcok to the land as our main area
for the cresdtion of new employment, So, from here on, the Jamaican
earth, and how productively snd well we use that Jamaican earth is
goeing to be almost more vital than at any other time in the history
of this island, All the foreign borrowing, and all the fcoreign
investments, and all the trick financial finessirng, and all the
edjusting of our policies not to offend this cr that great power -
ell these are going to have to be secondary to our dependence on the
Jamzican eerth -~ if we want to go on being the free and independent
pecple we now are, Mining and tourism, cur two main/?g:eign exchange
earners right now, ere beth besed on the land end what it has to offer.
should be
Export agricultare/xx the other logical net esrner of foreign exchange.
These three between them should provide a2ll the foreign excheange
needed for our kamiz eseential impofts, end they shcould also provide
most of the jobs we need. And what of manufacturing? I think export
manufacturing which is & ret eerner of foreign exchange must be seen
as essential to the economy., But the Jemaice of the 1980s may just
not ve able to afford, or want to afford, the type of mehufecturing
which is a2 net consumer of large amounts of foreign exchange in return
for creating a handfql ofAjobs. The whole world, not only Jamai?a is
in ecomonic crisisi?fgizziﬁhas e 100% inflation rate and has cut out
ell subsiégigpggwbgaiiwipodstuffs « Britain's unemployed who now numbe;

1,350,000 witi-rise by another 400,000 over the next 18 months. ie
are|in this same tough and difficult world, Goodnight,

v we (Lpe
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For broasdcast on Wednesday
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Good evening: It looks like there is going to be no break forus from
politics this Christmas; but do not legy it spoil your fun and your
enjoyment, We can 2ll enjoy ourselves and still keep a watch on
developments, You know that for all our troubles there is still much
to enjoy and to be thgnkful for. So don't let the bad news or the
sourpusses sour up your Christmas, In a couple of hours from now
the Prime Minister will tell us the make-up of his new administration
and how he proposes that we grapple with some of our most acute
problems, And let us face it, it is we who are going to have to
grapple with these problems, The Government must give a lead; but the
government cannot do everything for us. One of the problems is and
hes been too much government: too meny Ministers, not all of whom
have performed satisfactorily, and too big and burgeoning and un-
responsive & buresucracy. That is the basic aspect of the government's
side of the problem. And on this aspect Mr. Menley's statement
should give us some very clear pointers as wo whether we are being
presented with just another government reshuffle or whether we are
whatherxwexxxg embarking on & real and serious and drastic overhaul
of the whole bureaucratic structure, beginning a2t the top and going
all the way down, A reshuffle would of course be easier and less
painful: a serious overhaul will shake-up things and hurt very deeply
in some aress, It is like an overgrown tree that puts out more leaves

fully
and branches than fruit., To bear/again such a tree needs drasic pruning

Just snipping a limb here and a 1limb there may ldok pretty but it will
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not restore the tree to full bearing., ©So let us watch this closely.
And then let us all remind ourselves that we too have an important
part, indeed the most important part, in grappling with our problems,
They, the government, must give us the proper guidelines and the prope
tools and set the proper exampple; and we, the people, must get on
with the job, That is the way. And in order not to be unduly con-
fused let us be clear about the Opposition's call for the Prime
Minister himself to resign. There's nothing wrong with that call, It
is a straightforward party political response to the fact that the
government is in worries, Any opposition in any perliesmentary
democracy would make such a call: it is part of the parliamentary
game, But it does not mean thet the Opposition either expects or
hopes that the Prime Minister will resigne, They know that theonly
constitutional way in which the Prime Minister can be forced to
resign is for the JLP Opposition to move 2 vote of no confidence in
Parliement and to then try to persuade enGugh PNP MPs to vote with
them to defeat the government. And if you bear in mind that the

JLP has only 13 members in our present Perliament as against the
PNP's 47, then it would mean that the JLP would have to persuade

18 PNP MPs to defect and vote with them. And not even the wildest
dreamers in the JLP can hope to attract 18 PNP defectors. So the
resignation calls should be seen for what they are, the routine party
exploitation of the government's difficulties, and should not be
allowed to distract us from the hard probgkems that are going to have
e be grappled, no matter which party is in power. What,for instance,
would the opposition do to deal with that shocking revelation that
between 60c and 70c of every tax dollar goes in paying the wages and

salaries of those in government service? This is a fundsmntal issue

which has been developing {ﬁm1 before 1972, And this should be an
u

election issue.So what wo his or any other govt do abagga%fght
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NEWS COMNENTARY

For broasdcast orf Monday
December 17, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Of all the many statementis made from public platforms

and public forums over this past weekend the one which has caused

me personally most concern and most thought was that reported state-

ment by the Prime Minister that between 60% =nd 70% of =2ll the texes

collected by the government went to pay civil service seslaries, Just

pause and think about it: between 60c and 70c of every tax dollar

goes to pay wages and selaries, This means that only between 30c¢ and
and meintein

40c of that dollar are left to buy the materials needed to build/our

schools and hospitals and the teaching and medicael equipment they must
contract or

have, and o get our road construction material and to pay the/casual

workers who must do that road building and meintaining work; it means

that only between 30c and 40c¢ out of every tax dollar you and I pay

go into providing and improving and expanding the social seriiees

we, as tax payers, are entitled to expect and demand from our govern-

ment. Now, if you look at this in cold business terms, in terms of

getting velue for your money, this is & clearly unsupportable situatior

Because such a very high proportion of our tax doller goes into wages

eand salaries and fringe benefits, there just is not enough left to

moderately good improvements
make even/maREXaiZXRPEIXIIXEN in the quality of service provided for
(person who does the paying, the Jemaican taxpayer. If any businessman,
out in wages and salaries
eny manufacturer, any farmer, were to pay/between 60c and 70c out of

every doller he earms there would not be enough left to cover his

overheads, to pay for his rew masterial and other equipment and he

would not be in business for long, especieslly if he also has both



2

local and foreign debts which have to be serviced and which have

to be paid off one day. In cold business terms the paying of between
60% end T0% 6f income in weages and salaries is something no business
can survive, no matter how well it is run or how efficiently it is
maneged, end no matter what the social or politicel system under which
it operates, And please note very carefully that 60% or 70% of income
is not the seme thing as 60% or T0% of profits. And if the Jamsican
government is currenily paying between 60% and 70% of its income from
taxation as salaries and wages, then doing something sbout this
untenablé?m&g? be a matter of top priority. So what are the alternativ
There is always the simplest and most traditional capitalist sodution
of cutbacks and lay-off? Nrs. Thatcher's Conservative Government in
Britein has opted for this courses I do not myself think that Jemaica
can afford this course. We already have far too many people uut of
work, A sepond end also cepitelist alternative is a messive works
programme such as the one launched by President Roosevelt during the
Great Depression of the 1920s, But the Americans were in a very much
worse state than we now sre before they were ready to embrace the

WPA, I suspect things would heve to get much worse before we would be
willing to accept that kind of project. In wartime Britain they built
& land army which soon had en embattled Britain a2ll but self-suffient
in food., We were not willing to sustain a national youth servieg so
can you see our bureaucratic desk Jjockeys willingly being mobilised
to go out into the country to cut cane and grow food? And yet, one way
or another, the government, this or a;g ¢ ther government, is going to

windar 1€*\d fax cltlay F€
have to change the ratio| ke YOOmE BTy atit—paye in wages

and salaries., The most desireable way in which to do this is of course

to make its workers vastly more productive iglﬁggfgzggg they put in 'i
goods and servicesis greater than what they take 'outf, There is no
other way ahead., Goodnight,



1; The Mood Ten Days Before Christmas
2) Shearer on Retail Prices
3) Some International Notes

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Friday { []j;;}

December 14, 1979, 6.10p.m |

Good evening: Older Jamesicans will remember that in that now-almost-
unbelievable-past when petrol cost less than five shillings (or fifty
cents) a gallon, and a loaf of bread cost pence, and you paid 1/64
(or fifteen cents) for the cheapest beef like soup and stew, and
between 364 and 5/- for the very best cuts - in that past the
jingles at this time would be about the number of 'shopping days'

to Christmas, By that yardgiigkyggtcheap energy and cheap food and
cheap raw material - and, lest we forget, cheap labour - we now have
less than ten shopping days to Christmas, And even in these hard and
difficult times - and they were just as hard and in some ways even
more difficult for the unemployed and the very poor in the past -
when Christmas was as near as this partisan politygz/zﬁ;x into low
gear because this was accepted as the season of peace among men (and
women) of goodwill., But the sound and sight of the news headlines
suggest that it might be different this year., With Xmax ten days to
Christmas the harsh and strident political war of words continues
unabddédd. This time there is a sort of attacking line-up of all
thefgzivate sector groupings ageinst the government, with the First
Supplementary Estimetes to the 1979/80 Budget as the main focus of
the attack, And one of these groups has even gone as far as calling

for the withdrawal of these Estimetes, One of the worrying things
about this is that the attacks seem not to be concerned with specific

'

details of proposed expenditure Which could be identified a%either
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wasteful or not in the public interest. For surely, some of the
proposed spending in the Supplementary Estimates is unavoidable,
There has to be additional spending to repair this year's flood
demage, Are we really to/iiiiil the roughly $30-million on this repair
work? Are we to cancelled the $33-million-plus for teachers' sslaries
salaries
and allowences? And the roughly $20-million for nurses/and drugs and
other medical supplies? And the $31-million-plus for Christmas work?
Just these four items alone add up};ore than $114-million of the total
of $129-million-plus, So what is it that the private sector critics
really want? It seems important, in their own interest, that they
avoid the suspicion that their concerns are really narrowly partisan
Bad political rather than with the national good. Both Mr, Eric Bell
and Mr. Hugh Shearer have recently offered the private sector sound
advice, Mr. Bell urged them to be progressive businessmen an?homen;
Mr. Shearer urged them to take an interest in the retail prices that
had¢ pressed consumers have to cope with. Mr. Shearer said prices on
non-controlled imported items were outrageous compared with the prices
of those same articles in the United States, There can be no justifi-
cation, he said, for price differences of seven to fifteen times more

than in New York or Toronds. Mr. Shearer here touched a very raw and

e very sore point and spoke for all Jemaican consumers of all parties.

In addition to all their other hardships most Jamaican consumers feel

that they are the victims of messive rip-offs and mark-ups. And things

e —————————
mme——
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are not much more seasonal anywhere elé;vin the world, That $6-a-barre
0il increase is bound to lead to further world-wide inflation, Even

if OPEC mekes things a little easier for Third World countries with
discounts on the prices they have to pay, all the things they import

from the rich countries will still go up because the cost of producing

Q@
HLﬁ’things will go up. So, better we get serious about feeding ourSelves,

There are no trick political solutions around, Goodnight,



l) Iran: U.S. Calls for Economic Sanctions
2) Rhodesia Reverts to Colony Status

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broasdcast on Wednesday
December 12, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The two main events on the international scene -~ the
crisis caused by the holding of American hosteges in Iran and the
Rhodesian indepedence talks - heve both taken new and dramatic turns:
and it might be useful for us to try and understand some of the future
implications of these new developments because they could end up
affecting the whole world, including all of us here in Jemeica, lr,
Cyrus Vance, the Americaen Sefretary of Stete is currently in Western
Europe to drum up support there for an American move to get the
United Nations Security Council to impose economic sanctions on Iran,
You will remember that this same form of U.,N.-ordered economic
sanctions was one of the weapons used in the long effort to end Ian
Smith's white Rhodesia rebellion., You will eslso remember that on that
one the entire Security Council supported Britain's call for the
sanction and so did most, if not all, the members of the United Nation
All the indications eare thet there will be no such unanimaty over any
call for economic sanctions against Iran, Even if the United States
were to succeed in persuading its N,A.T7.0, allies to go along with
the sanctions idea - and I doubt very much that it can do this - I
then possibly
do nof see any Middle Eastern country other/xRikKIsrael and Egypt
agreeing to senctions against Iran., And certainly, the overwhelming
majority of Third World countries are not likely to agree., They all

agree, either openly or privately, that the seizing of the Embassy

and the taking hostage of its Americen occupants, is a violation of
long-standing international law and custom, and 2ll want this situatio



to end as quickly as possible, But in face of the record of what
the former Shah did, and did with American support, it is difficult
for any Third World country to participate in punitive action against
the Iranian_people. Then of course there is the likelihood of an
almost certain veto by the Soviet Union. So this course of action, if
carried out, and Zurope
/even if only supported by xkm Western/Rawmxs is certain sharpen
conflict between the Western powers and the Third World, Indeed, the
United States is already have problems with its major Asian ally, Japa
While the other western powers have been trying to discreetly support
the American pressures, Jepan has been buying larger quantities of
Iranian oil on the spot market. The Americens are openly angry; but
the main concern of the Japanese is, and has to be, Japanese self-
interest. And they need oil desperately; no matter from whom or at
what price. And so Jepan is quietly turning to that other Asian
untapped and
gient, China, which has vast/underdeveloped natural resources, includ=
ing 011./§§§2§§:; co-operation between Japan and China is logical
and makes a deal of sense in the constantly changing alignment and
realignment of political snd economic power in the world, In this
Western
sense/economic sanctions agesinst Iran could end up further weakening
the already decl?g%gggzlobal economic power of the West., AndRhodesia’
reversion to being a British colony once more mean, among meny other
things, that any raids against Zembia or Mozambique can, and will,
from now onwards be placed squarely on the United Kingdom. By resuming
control of the rebel colony, Eritein also assumes responsibility for
all its sctions., The question is: If there is some hitch over the
ceasefire, will the Patriotic Front then have to face the British
army? This is one of the more dengerous possibilities that also has to

be thought of, Perhaps it was this thought that made Mr., James Callagh
80 angry in the British Parlisment yesterday, Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
December 10, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It was a weekend of 'the same mixture as before' both
locally and on the internationsl scene. The U.S.-Iran crisis is still
very much with us., They still talk pesce while the bloddletting goes
,or some of us,
on in Rhodesia. And we/in Jemaica still continue, in the name of
patriotism, to tear this good little country apart because the
Jamaican economy is now seen as the principal pewn in the political
power game, With some two years more to go before nationaly elections
y» both foreign and local,
ere constitutionally due investors/are being warned that if they do
put their money into Xamzxmx investments in Jamaica, those investments
might not be safe, might not be honoured or respected, if theref
were to be a change of government and if such a new government were
to decide that such investments are not in the national interest.
This warning is not accompanied by any clear statement of what would
be reggnted as investments which would be in the 'national interest!’
and what would be in vestments seen as ‘'not in the national interestg'.
very proper, not obviously but
It is all/vagae, unspecific,/threatening;/ams& crystal clear to any !
would-be investor in Jamaica., And the effect is to frighten investors
away., lhis is in fact a variation on those posters cerried by Jemeaicans
in Mieami on November 29 calling on Americens not to invest indesmaice,
And if this warning off of investor were to succeed, if investment

from now on
were to dry up/over the next two years Jamaica's very serious problems

would indeed get very much worse, &nd you may indeed end up with the

collapse of the economy. What is no. so sure though is that this will



necessarily result in the Jemaican electorate entrusting political
power to those whom they may see as responsible for frightening away
the investors., This is the great risk of this particular busimess of
using the economy &as a political pawn., It assumes that Jamaicans,

or at least most Jemaicans, put their personal short term economic
needs above patriotism, above self-respect, akove national pride,
above a sense and feel of national sovereignty. If this assumption
proves wrong then any change of government may in fact end up sweepin
away those who have based tneir strategy %gi?;gser on the using of
the economy as a pawn in the political power geme, It is/;::g possible
that a highly politicised Jamaican electorate may feel disgust and
contempt for this nationally destructive and degrading strategy and
reject it, And if they do, where do we go from here? Csn our multi-
party parliamentary democracy survive partisan politicis carried to
these nationally destructive extremes? We shall see, And what do we
do abo&%}obeah thing whieh has crept into our politics where people
repeat over and over and over again that they are going to win or
that so-and-so is going to lose until they really believe it? The
trouble with this sort of thing is that if their obeah does not work,
andtgg/zggid be ing discredited as false phrophets, these people will
go to all sorts of lengths to 'prove' that they were robbed, Here
again the politics of wild extremes and claims ends up as destructive

whose survival
of a multi-party parliementary system/whigk is based on reason and

cer tain
moderation and the observance of/rules by all sides. I am afraid some

of our journalists are hooked on this wishful obeah bysiness, Perhaps
they should be reminded that today's Jamaican voter is not easily
conned or fooled by any side in the power game. And finally and very

briefly, I do agree that we could do with better relations between

the police and journslists but this, I suspect, will most likely come
out of better and happier relations between the pg%ggg end the public,
iﬂ"'\‘l_
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1) Iran: The Crisis Deepens
2) Rhodesiay-Neny Pitfalls Anead

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
December 7, 1979, 6.,10p.

Good evening: With American werships spproeching Iranien territorial
weaters, end with Irenian jet fighter planes shadowing these war-paane,
and with elememsss of the Soviet navy =2lsc reperted to be somewhere
in the asree, the situetion cver U,S.-Irsnisn rclations takes on a
new delicacy. Mr, Certer, the American President, is reported es
heving told & group of Congressmen that the United Ttates is now
ebout to tightern the screws on Iran every few days. And there sare
powerful pressures within the United Stetes for the President to 'do
something, enything' tc hit back at Iran. The big question is: In
this etmosphere of American cutrege snd anger Which seems to be
growing almost by the day, how long can President Certer mairtein
his quiet control =f and determined use of diplomeey rather than
militery might? Mske nc misteke about it: the longer this thing
goes on, the grester will become the pressure for the President to
use force. And sooner or later there will come a point when Mr.
Certer will be uneble to econtair the pressures. And the fact that
we now have a show of American might in the erea, of Soviet might

in the 2rea, &nd of en Iranien show of military defiance - does not
meke matters any essier, And sc, unlecs this weekend shows a sudden
end dramatic easing of tension with the release of some of the
hostages the crisis in bound tc lurch 2 l1little nearer tc that point
of explosibn which nobody rezlly wants., And what makes it =11 so

PAL TS E%Eénmaﬁﬁ explosive than ever before ie the mounting anger and

/ loss of patience of the American people , And the deadly denger is war
1
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The second issue currently dominating the international scene is
Rhodesia where, on the face of it, the outlook for an end to the
fighting now appeer much brighter than ever before. There has been
agreement on & ceasefire formula, & new Governor has been named

and Rhodesia returns to legality as a British colony until new
elections leading to internationally recognised 1ndep§ence are held.
That is what/iisbeen worked out and if the few remaining points of
dispute - Such as where the armed forces of the Patriotic Front are

to be stationed and what role they will perform during the time leading
up to elections -~ if these can be resolved then the Rhodesia crisis
would indeed appear to be over, and independence undeP genuine black
majority rule will be at hand. But rosy and hopeful as this optimistic
picture seems, it would nct be wise to take it at face value, Consider
just two matters., Already there are indications that Bishop Muzorwewa
is determined to 'steal & march' by meking it diffiacult for the Patrio-
Front people to electioneer in the country while he himself is already
hard at it. If the eleftions are too obviously rigged and manipulated
in favour of the present regime, the Patriotic Front is likely to
withdraw in digust and resume the fighting. And this is not as unlikelj
as those painters of an optimistic picture would like it to be., Then
there is the second matter., If the elections are fair and if the
Patriotie Front won those elections, will the South African whites
stand by while Joshua Nkomo and RobeﬂiMug&be set in place a radicelly
inclinedblack government in Zimbabwe, a government which is more
likely to turn to Cuba and the Soviet Union for techniecal and economic

assistance then %o South Afriea? I frankly do not think the South

Africans are going to sey 'Alright, the people of Zimbhabwe have made

their and we will abide by it. So for me personally, there are still
meny pitfalls ahead before Zimbabwe will be really free. Goodnight.



/ 1) The North Cozst Flassh Floods
i1/ /| ~/2) The VWeather in the U,.S3,
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BEFS COMMEN TARY
For broeadcast cn Wednesdey
December 5, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The sudden and unexpected and unpredictable flash
flooding in Portlend end St. Mery and St. Aun was the imtest blow
in a yeer in which Jamsica has had more then its fair share of
disesters
natural dissséees - if such disasters cen ever be described as 'fair’',
And all the demage, or most of it, hes been done by water, the most
life-sustaining of all the minerals of the earth, Without water there
cen be no life. And yet, too much of it, and uncontrolled, and moving
too fast or rising too high, wmaxax or in combination with wind or
gerthquake, water can bemome a terrible and destructive force, a
force that ceuses natural disasdéeess. We xnow all this, and knowing
this, we should, long ago have taken the kind of action which would
protect us, 2s a people, from the damage water can do, while we |
enjoy all its blessings., And permanent flood control and soil conser- |
vatiﬁg?s;ggsthe building of proper roads and gullies which would
stand up to the kind of sudden and heavy downpours which are a common
feature of our lives, should have beei?obvious and on-goigg policy
which cut right across party politics, and which should have dated
back to 1962 at the very least. The fact that the April and June
downpours, mmExmawxtkm caused the havoc suffered in the West End of
the island, end now the 1lesser but still serious damage on the North
coast, are telling criticisms of/?gzrly successive governments of

Jemaica have dealt with this problem., Please don't misunderstand me,
There is nothing any government can do to Prevent the kind of

saturation of the earth which took plece in Western Jemaica in June
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because no government can control the weather, and no opposition
can manipulate the weather to embarrass or unseat the government,
But if thzgjﬁnow thet the lend is prone to retaining water and is
prone to turning into a lake in times of heavy flooding; and if they
a permanent iikelihood
know that heevy flooding is/xxkzxy in the rainy season, then they
should also know that a certain kind and quality of flood control,
and of drainage, end of road building, and even of where homes
should be located, is absolutely essential if the demage from water
is to be reduced to the minimum vossible, It is here that they have
all failed. And so each year, after each flooding, we have spent
more money than the year before or the year before to patch up the
demege caused by the last flooding. And this patchy-patchy business,
however necessary, will go on being the mest wasteful use of our
national resources until we have & properly worked out and permanent
policy of flood control and management and conservation in place, In
the long run this zmxixmf policy is the very cheapest. But, you know,
meny of us heve slipped intc the habit of seeing only the dark side
of things; eand yet there are s¢ many things that are geoecd and beautifu
too, It is very cold and wet and snecwing and miserable right now in
most of the United and in much of Europe, For most of ue the sun is
shining and the world is beautiful, And there is a gentle and bracing
coolness to the Jemaican hills right now, And there is all the green
that you do not see in cold countries, Pleame try and get up very
early one morning, wherever you are, and turn to the hills and watch
the sun come up. And look at Jamaica with seeing eyes: it is a good

and beautiful place, and it is ours. For all our troubles, we have

very many blessings., It is a gocd idea to pause and count those
blessing every now and then. Goodnight.



) . The Political Process and the
= >277 Limits of Power

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Monday
December 3, 1979, 6.10p.m

events in
Good evening: The world politicel crisis sparked by/Iran continues

to bedevil the international scene: and there is the widespread
realisation that unless it i$ handled with delicate care it would
easily flare up into war with unforeseeable consequences. And one of
the more hopeful indicators from the very outset of this crisis hss
been the American President's apperent understanding of some of the
and historical
deeper religious and psychological/driving forces behind the Irasnian
sction, Perhaps it is beceuse Mr, Certer is himself a very religious
person that he has been able to understand the critical importance of
the hitherto latent force of a now aroused Islam which is at work
throughout the Middle East and in meny other parts of the world,
Without that understanding, with a John Connally or a Ronald Reagan
or even an Edward Kennedy in the White House, some 'tougher' line of
action might have been decided on and the Unted States i'particular,
and the Western world in general, migh%?ggze found itself locked in am
Islamic Jihad, an Islamic holy war, Those flash-fire eruptions in
Pakistan, at the Grand Mosque at Mecca, in Libya snd elsewhere, are
small indicators of just how potentially explosive this whole thing
is. And any sort of ‘holy war' hetween Islam and western christendom,
would be as terrible and ugly as only religious wars have proven to
be in the history of menkind., And I think it is lergely,¥ if not mainlj
because Mr, Jimmy Cartér had the unique ability to see this hidden

danger that he did not use America's vast power in the conventional anc
traditional way in which problems like these are handled. And so a
greater imperative than the nationalistic - and if you like chaumynist



2
ic impulse to prove to the world that they are the top dog and
the greatest and the rest,” compelled MNMr, Carter to see the hidden
dangers and to recognise the limits these imposed on American might
and power, The fact that Mr. Carter had the power did not mean that
he could use it - without risking setting our world on fire. And it
tells us something about the men and sbout his understanding of the
use and the limits of power in today's world., In an electioneering
speech over this past weekend Mr, Edward Kennedy msde it clear, to me
at least, that he does not have this kind of underdtanding of the
realistic national self-interst,
limits that can be imposed on the exercise of power by/a sense of
to a particular group of people, to a nation,
responsibility/to mankind, to the world and to the future. But then,
there are not very many political leeders or opinion makers in the
world who have this kimixof ability to understand the limits imposed
on power by the need to serve the public good. Here in Jamaica, for
instance, the now.common threat to lock-down the country is a deglarat
ion of power without any apparent recognition of the consequence that
would flow from such sction. And so you have ppople who appear resdy
and willing to tear down a whole country in order to bring down one
man. You have & newspaper which lies and distorts the truth and
defames people and assassinates character and then bawls when it is
| Sihadl MLodid
served back in(&ts own coin., You hasve political hotheads who are
drunk with their little new-found political power end use it to decry
end denounce and destroy. What these groups sppear not towant to face
up to is the fact thaé;their activitiee are successful - if they lock
down the country, if their lies and dishonesties totally confusef and
mislead the society, if people are trensformed into obedient partisan

of extreme right or extreme left

cyphers/walking some tight party line -~ they will have succeeded in
restraining
smashing the/limits of power 1P our kind of political process gngd

we would then be forced to find new processes and new sy/gms for
handling the business of power in Jsmeica. Gocdnight,



1) Political Conffontation: Betrsyiéng the National Inters
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For brosdcast on Friday
November 30, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: No political opponent of President Jimmy Carter, and
supporter of eny political opponent of V¥r., Carter, will go outside
the United States and tell the people of some foreign country not to
invest in the United States. And no political opponent of Mrs.
Vergardét Thatcher will go outside Britain and tell the people in some
foreign country not to invest in Britein, Neither the British nor
the American opposition politiciesns and supporters will do this
becruse they know that to do so would be to betray the national
interest of their countrges.  /’nd in parliamentary democracies where
governments are changed by way of the ballot, all partisan political
confrontation stop short of betrafying the nationel interest. This

is so becasuse both the British and the Americans know thgt once the
netional interest is used as & pawn in any perty political power game
the whole nature of the politicel system is changed. /‘nd so there is
& clear understanding that no metter who is in or who is out, and no
matter how rough and tough the political contest, neither side will
betray the nationsl interest., And so you do not hear Mr., Callaghan or
his supporters or even the far-left of the British Lsbour Perty callin
on foreign investors not to invest in Britain. And you do not get Nr.
Ronald fieagan or his supporters or any of the other Presidential
Republican candidates or their supporters, or even the far-right

John Birchers, calling on foreign investors not to invest in the

United States. And yet, in Miami yesterday, Jemaicans carried posters



celling on Americans not to invest in Jsmeica., And when Jamaicans,

any Jamaicans of any political affiliation, deliberntely set about

to sabotage efforts ef economic recovery, that is betraying the Jemaic
netional interest, It is not even like someone burning down a house

to try and get rid of a tenant because the house has to belong to

for him to have the le right to burn it. only
thaet someone in the first place{ And Jemaica does not belong/to the
greedy power hungry ones or the Xt Jamaica

/ hotheads of either political party; and/certeinly does not belong only
to those betrayers of both the national interest and, ultimately,
the parlismentary system which cannot survive this type of activity.
Where the national interest, where national economic survival, is
the one certain casualty is bound to be
made & pawn in the political power geme/parlismentery democracy.mammat
multi-party parliamentary
sxxxkxaind if/democracy in Jamaica were to perish those who have
s those who have frightened away investo:
deliberstely sabotaged all efforts at economic recovery/end those who
have aided and abetted them by using the Hitlerian technique of the
big lie, will ell bear a heavy burden of responsibility,
Next, on the internstionel scene, the crisis in relations between
the United States and Iran continues to defy solution. Iren will not
attend tomorrow's U,N. Security Council meeting and whatever is
decided there or at the International Court of Justice will be ignored
take
T™e U.N., is not likely to agree to/military action against Iran., For
the U.S. to do s0 by itself will almost certainly plunge, first the
Widdle Iast, then the rest of the world, into a war of unforeseeable
hitherto
dimensions, And so it would seem that the/eccepted international code
of understanding and behaviour among nations is being challenged. And
when any law, any code of conduct, and convention, is challenged, and

challenged successful%géeit usually marks a turning point in the

1 by such lew or code or conduct., In
gg%gtggggewg ghs¥g£ -ggfuﬁggggen Iran end the United States could
have epochal historic importance for the future. Goodnight




1; Confrontation: Who Pays the Price?
2) Menipulating the Politicel Process
F 3) Who Controls Political Power?

7
NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broesdcast on Wednesday
November 28, 1979, 6.10p.m

in multi-party systems
Good evening: Partisan politics/has never been a nice and pretty

business; it has never been a picnic or a Sunday school outing, It
has always been something of a rough-and-tough brawl of words, with
occasional flashes of physical confrontation. All evolving multi-
sbecause of their very competitiveness,
party democracies/have this basic confrontationst characteristic in
common: i% is usually at a comperatively low level where the system
has been in existence longest and where the democrack is most stable
and most mature, The younger the democrgey the greater the confront-
ationist tendency and the great the political volatility. And the
testing time for all evolving democrsascies is the ability of the people
it breeds.
to handle the confrontation and the political volatility/ Where they
do this successfully, democracy survives, Where they fail to control
the confrontation end the political volatility it breeds, democracy
either
perishes and is replaced by something else, usually by/a dictatorship
of the extreme right or the extreme left, or else by some mf sort of
junta or
paternalistic/one man rule. And recent political developments here
in Jemaica, and some of the uglier outbursts and revelations of this
past couple of weeks would suggest that we are now well into this
testing time for the durvival of multi-perty democracy . Consider
just a few of the signs. National elections are not due until 1981
and endless
and yet we have had an ongoing/election campaign which goes back to
of 1976, This cempaign
a few months after the last elections/ wkiek is now beginning to

peak again and whxzhk looks like maintaining that peak until new
elections are called., Not even the richest and most stable multi-
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party parliementary democracy in the world supports or can support
kind of
this/endless electioneering because it makes government almost
, overnment
impossible. No/xaxxx - PNP, JLP or No#P - can govern effectively
endless
while coping with an/election campaign which grows dirtier and nastier

by the month, I think we can predict with absolute certainty that if
the JLP example
the JLP were to win the next elections, and if the PNP were tdFollow/
and
/ immediately start electioneering, the JLP would find it almost as
confrontationist
impossible to governy as the PNP, In other words, this/kxxxkx brand

of endless electioneering ends up making the democratic process itself
unworkable., And when democracy failp it is the people, not the

politicians, who pay the heaviest pricej; it is the people who bear
heaviest
the heaviest burden. And because it is the people who bear the/burden
who highest learn
and/pay the/hRmaximmXx price, it is also the people who must/imzxzt to

handle and to control and toc put checks on the confrontationist
characteristics
charatséerbstkax of this political system, if they want it to continue.,

The hard problem is how to do its If politicians want to manipulate
the process it is difficult for people who only have their vote, to
do much in the short run, And this is the great weakness of our prewen
system, It is this weakness that makes it seem that the politicians

are in ultimate control of political power, when in fact it is the
But
people who control political power./ima& once the people really begin
understand how to
to/use their trade unions, and their church groups, and their citisens

associations, and their farmers groups and their community organisati
through which to tell the politievians
ns as instruments/afxpaXitizaixexprEsxismxanixgantrsx what they want

and what they do not want, the politicians whd the parties will get
the message and everyone will know who controls political power both

during and between elections, This, after all, is what business people
do through their PSQOJ and JMA and what mekes them seem strong. The

eople are and _can be stronger once t i '
%hey never hand over f?nai ﬁower o% k§§yd%3fgfgﬁfﬁgk gga%g Eﬁ;{%g;d

they cennot control afterwards. That is the meanin of dmocra
. c d
of power controlled by the people. Goodnight, * s



o 1) The JLP Conference
£ 1 A7, 2; Security Council Meeting on Iran
3) Patriotic Front Defies British Demand

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Monday

November 26, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening, It was an intensely political weelend, both at home

and abroad. The 36th annual conference of the Jamaica Labour Party

was the main event here at home, end, predictably, the countryxé

economic problems and préparations for the coming elections were the

main themes of yesterday's public session of the conference. The

JLP has now formally decided to go back to contesting all elections;

and that is 2 good thing., The condition is that fair voters' lists

be prepared., But since the JLP now forms part of the committee which

will supervise #&he preparation and implémentation of all the electoral

reform processes they can ensure that fair voters lists are prepared

before any election, So the business of 'reserving the right not to

recognise the results' if fair lists have not been prepared, must be
the benefit of

seen a8 a bit of shadow-boxing for/highly enthusiastic supporters. ¢

The economic criticisms were very much more telling prefisely because

the economy is in such a bad state. And since it is the business of

politiciens to get political mileage out of the setbacks and failures

of their opponents, hemmering the government over the economy is fair

game, No matter that the economic climate and situation, both locally

and internationally, of the pre-1973 era compared with today is of

two totally different worlds, the fact still remains that unemployment

according to the Labour Force statistics

which/stood at " 184,500 in 1972 was up to 247,100 last year, And the

cost of living has gone up fantastically, and social services such as

transport, health and education are grossly inadequat €+ It is good
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and fair electioneering tactics to pick out these things and high-
light them, But then there is the question of what to do about them.
What to do about unemployment? What are the targets? To bring unemploy
ment back down to the 1972 figure? And how? To bring down the cost
of salt fish or rice or bread to what it was in 19727 And how? And
since those grossly inadequate social services are already an improve-
ment on what prevailed %% in 1972 whet do we do about them? And how?
of the Opposition.
These are fair questions for the electorate to ask/ But the government
of the day cannot hide behind these questions, Any government which
sorts of and persons
claims to be socialist - and it seems all/parties/are doing that now -
any government which claims to be socialist must address itself
urgently to the key social problems of our unemployed youth, in part-
icular; of our grossly Dbad public transport and public education
systems and of our pulBlic heslth service, No amount of propaganda,
no amount of explanation, no media campaigns no matter how well
managed, can substitute for urgent action on these issues which
affect the lives of the majority of Jamaicans, It is on these basic
y on how they ate tackled,
issues/that the outcome of the next elections will depend. On the
international scene two events domineted. First there was the decision
of the U.N., Secretary-General to use his special powers to call a
meeting of the Security Council today, on Iran. The U.S. which had
resisted such a meeting up to now until the hostages were freed, has
agreed to it. The hope is that there will be & cooling of the tense
atmosphere and perhaps negotiations. And second there was the flat
rejection by
xefxxaixaf the leaders of Zimbabwe's Patriotic Front of today's Britis:
deadline for accepting ceasefire'proposals. After checking with the

leaders of the frontline states they have dug in their heels. So now
Britain must either agree to negotiate Some more or wreck the talks,

The stakes are high and the Zimbabwe-Rhodesia power game is far from
over., Goodnight,



1) Iren Update
2) Zembia: South African Design Unfolds
3) Of Guns & Principles

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Friday
November 23, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: In spite of the deary crisis flurries of earlier this
it is still very clear that the
week/AeXBXupxeRIRXaRXIxanxaxexsxixX United States is not about to
try any kind of 'militery solution' to Iran's seizing of its Embassy
end holding hostage of its citizens., WNr., Corter's tough talk of not
ruling out the use of force was, when you examine it, very carefully
worded and very cerefully timed., OSo we had, for the first time, a
broadcast from inside the Soviet Union besmed to Iran calling for
the relesse of the hostages and the giving up of the Imbassy. And
eimost as though orchestrsted, we had statements from some key world
leaders, our own Prime Minister amoné%mgalling for the release of
the hostrges &s a pre-condition to everytiing else. The United
hations Cecurity Couneil hsd mede thet call, end so hed many other
countries and leaders, mostly through diplomatic chennels., The United
Stetes government knew of all these initiatives and Nr. Carter's
strong lenguage wes to add further pressure. There is of course the
peint that if the hostages sre harmed they Americans may be forced to
teke action, no matter what the consequences., DBut even here, the
fmericans would prefer that eny such action should be under the
auspices of the United Netions. The real joker in the pack, as we saw
earlier this week in that attack on the American Imbassy in Islamabad,
Prkisten, is e rampantly militant Islam on the move. There have been
reports of anti-American - and anti-Western -~ Islamic demonstrations
in Turkey, in Bsngladesh and as far away as Indonesia., And then there

was the seizure of the Grand Mosque in Mecca, the most holy of all the
YIS

shrines of Tslsm. All of which testifies to & turbulent(ferment jn
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the world of Islam. The burning and the deaths in Pskistan were the
results of A rumour; and so were the eruptions elsewhere: and we are
not yet clear as to why the Grand Mosque at lMecca was seized., Is it
all
all irrational? Will it/go away if non-licslems in general and the
Christien
Wstern/world in perticular denounced it 2s medieaval and primitive
barbaric? political
and barbbmieé® This is the/joker in the pack which may well dominate
the decade of
developements in/the 1980. The other political hotspot whose problems
are bound to loom large in the 19808 is of course Southern Africa
where President Xaunda's Zembia is now caught in a deadly squeeze-
play masterminded by South Africa's white racists and tacitly condoned
by the United Kingdom government. This is why they are having those
anti-British demonstrations in Zambia 2nd why Bishop Nuzory¥ewa was
J
warmly received/im Soulthg Africa's rulers snd why he was able to
threaten {aunda with a much greater force than Zambia could withstand,
30, if Kaunda reacts militarily to the present Rhodesian attacks which
which are designed to cut his road end reil links with Tanzania, with
Angole and with Mozambigue, the SButh Africans may intervene, The
only links which 2re not being cut in these attacks are those with
fhodesia itself, The design is quite simply to force or starve Zambia
into turning tc Rhodesia and South Africe for survival. And the South
Africans have chosen their target well: Zambis 2nd Kasunda are the most
vulnerable, in every sense, of the Front Line states, So much will
dgpend on how the U.N, Security Council and the Africans in the rest
of the continent react. The South Africans sre not going to be
whi te dominance
diverted from their grand design for/racist/smxxixax by verbal attack
and moral condemnation, no matter how sincere and thundering. And
finally, the notion of ‘'Cne Men One Gun' is really no substitute for
one man one vote., There is no qualitative value to the . It is a
tool to liberate or to eislave, Only the freely expressed choice of

people is the true meesure of their freedom. Hope our friends in
Grenada think this one through with great cesre, Goodnight.
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
November 21, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Of e2ll the many end varied problems which beset this
country at this time, one problem which is causing a very large
number of theughtful Jemaicens deep concern and deep distress is the
for the administration
way in which our institutions/of justice end the rule of law often
deal with the young/gznthia society who happen to be poor and black,
For meny of us/tﬁiispxnhilu is the single most serious specific aspect
of the gereral problem of poverty and social neglect in the society.
Now, it is very easy to generste a greet deal of emotional heat that
is of no help, 80 let me say straightaway that I am not talking about
young men who are known criminel types, What I em talking about are
with no known criminal background
those young men/who are a2lleged to have threatened the police with a
stone or a stick or & knife and who are then shot to death, How often
have you heerd cr read about this sort of thing/ over the pest year
or two or three? A dozen times? Two dozen times? More? And usually,
when the police have shot to death some young man in these circum-
tsances, the young man was usually alone end there were two or more
armed police on the scene, Normally one would expect the police to
wound or maim someone so that they can coverpower him and arrest him,
And that would mean aiming for the arm or the shoulder or the leg, not
for the heart or the head. And heve you noticed that it is only when
the young man has some political connection that his killing by the
police might lead to some enguiry follcwirng some row by this or that

political party? At other times we hzve 2 brief news item which says:

"Police shot and killed a man who is alleged to have attacked a



constable..." or & police party. And the ages of these shot and
killed youngstiers usually range between 18 and 25. And there the
matter usually rests, unless of course there is a political connection
The guestion is: What effect does this have on the other youngliiil
in the scciety? What is there attitude to a society and a social
system whose laws and whose law-enforcement agencies seem set against
them? Seem ready to shoot them down the moment they show any self-
assertion? And seem not to afford them the same due process the other
people in the society are entitied to? You know, and I know, some of
the answers to these questions already. There is no need to labour
the point that very many of these young men see the law anfl those

who enforce the law as taeir enemies, What we do need to do is to
remind ourselves just how often we have heard or read that brief

news item: " Police shot and killed a man who was alleged to havec.."
gnd just how often we have condoned it by our indifference. It was
and it remains our responsibility as citizens to insist that the law
end the rule of law be eapplied just as fairly to those young men who
heppen to be poor and black &s To anybody else in Jamaica, And this
means thet except in provebly genuine self-defence the poiice have no
business to shoot and kill a man, The rule of law says that only our
courts sit in judgement and dispensef punishment. Why do our courts
ellow scme police to usurp that high responsibility? It seems to me
that if justice and the rule of law are to continue to prevail in
Jdemeice then we hed allnebvsstter respond seriously and firmly to those
much too frequent brief/items beginning : "Police shot and killed a
men who is alleged to have..." There is no way that we cén Justify
the taking of human life, any human life, on this basis., And where it

is done, only our courts must decide whether it was right or wrong.
F2il in this and justice itself will die. Goodnight.
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X/ b) The Limits of Power
,/"

Good evening: With the release of three of the American hostages
held by Iranian students at the American Embassy in Iran, the tension
in the relations between the United States and Iran has eased
considerably. Much of the dangerously explosive heat has gone out of
the situation. The chsnces of violence have been greatly reduced.

The frightening prospect of some incident, some act of daring or some
show of strength resulting in fighting which could flare up into a new
Middle East war are now largely past., And for this easing of the
crisis, Americen President Jimmy Carter deserves most of the credit;
Mr, Certer had to resist enormous pressures from the American right-
wing pressure groups &8 well as from political opponents within his
own party all of whom wanted him to act swiftly and firmly and sternly
to show the world that 'nobody could push us arcund', But after the
first few days,when the shock of the seizure of the Embassy had been
obsorbed, and when people began to think through the implication: of
any course of action, most Americans gave their approval to the
restrained and deliberately meesured and slow response of the Carter
Administration. And once khe politicians, of 21l shades amd complexic
saw that Certer had the backing of a majority of the American people,
they all endorsed the President's action or non-action and saw it as

wise 'statesmanship' and sound lesdership., IEven Dr, Henry Kissinger's

criticism that the Carter Administration was to be blame for the fall
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of the Shah, which would have made banner heedlines at other times,
was allowed by the American media &0 die guietly. And the reason
for all thié, I think, is that suddenly, and with stertligg clarity,
a majority of the Americen people had come face to face with the
limits of American power in & situation like this. The cold brute
fact wes that short of making war there was very little that the
United States could do, And there was no wey of ensuring that if
the U.S. marines or a paratroop brigade were sent in everybody else
would just stendby and watch, And even if the Americans were prepared
to risk that, there was the haunting memory of Vietnam where for the
first time a grest nuclear power, the United States, went down to
militery defeat at the hands of a pocr Third World couniry. And as
was Vietnam, Iran was half & world away and also shares common borders
with a great commuhist power. And do not forget the thouéﬁ%nds upon
thousands of millions ¢f dollars' worth of highly sophisticated
ermaments Iren haes thanks to the massive arms buying by the former
Sheh from the United States. S0 unlike Vietnem Iran would@egin any
fight already in possession of the most advenced American weapons of
war, In this sense Mr. Certer's quiet and restrained response to the
crisis was because he could not do better., But one of the hallmarks
¢cf leadership is to recognise the limits of power: end Mr, Carter did
Just that., And for the Thirdé World one lesson must be that if you
pick a fight with, or form an alliasnce with
have to/xakzxam a great power, take on one who is half a world away
and whose great competitor is in your own backyard. The advantages
are obvious, when you think about it. But even more important in the
cold-blooded terms of geopoliticel power manouevring is the fact that

fhird World events like Cuba and Vietnam and now Iran, for all their
euny differences - and Iran's just about as different from the other

two as possible - are manifestaticns of the fundemantal changes taking.
place in the relations between the great powers & the poor of the eart;
Goodnight.
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Q e 1) Whet Gives at Air Jemaica?
‘”f/vkzy 3) On Being Quoted °

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Friday

November 16, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: What gives with Air Jamaica? All the recent news
about our national airline makes it clear that there is something
wrong. We have had a report of a protest sick-out by the airline's
North American staff over the appoinment of a Jamaican secretary

at the Toronto office. We hear of an investigation into what could
be a truly massive overpayment to Air Jamaica pilots - and some, if
not all of this money, remember, is in foreign exchange., And we
hear, apperently three or four weeks after the eventﬁ, that the
Cheirman of the Board of Air Jamsica, has resigned, So, what gives
with Air Jamaica? What is gecing on? What is going wrong? And why?
The Economic and Social Survey for 1978 gives the clear impression
that 1978 was a reasonably good year for Air Jemaica compared with
the year before, 1t operated a fleet of 14 aircraft, and it carried
some 748,000 passengers - the highest number in its history. The

one discordant note, according to the Economic Survey, was that the
aitldne's expenses per ton mile went up from 53.32?1i211;:xx to
81.9¢ last year., Amd this was mainly due to the increase in the
cost of fuel. So, given this reasonably good performance, what went
wrong? Une of the problems that seems to have surfaced, and I think
it is manifested in the sick-out cver the hiring of a Jamaican
secretary, 1is the problem of control. Are the North American
managers of Air Jomaica subject to control and direction from head-

quarters here in Jamaica, or are they a law unto themselves? In

theory the answer is clear. The question is: what happens in practice?
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problem
Another -aspect of this/kmmimmmzxof control is at the local policy-

making level. Clearly, the airline's Board mekes policy, but to whom
is that Board accountable? To the Ministry of Transport, as it _
should logically be? Or to the Tourism section of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade, which also has a very real and
practical interest in the airline's performance? I get +the impress-
ion of a great blurring of accountability and responsibility here.
And this, I am sure, cannot be good for the airline and for the
morale of the people who work for the airline. Pe}haps all the

other problems of Adr Jamaica boil down to this point of a rather
diffused leadership which is unclear about ke whom it does o whom
it should serve, If this is in fact the case then the sooner the
Cebinet sorts this one out the better for Air Jamaica, and the better
for the Jamaican national interest. And,you know, experience has
shown that whenever governments and government agencies have withheld
the facts from the people, whenever they have tried to hide mistakes,
things have got worse, Whenever they have opened up it has become
easier to grapple with the given problem. So tell the people what
gives with Air Jamaica! And finafi/,' hile I am very,extensively

AL cdh&ﬁhﬂu
quote oday some key parts of what I said‘ere;dotted out, So add back

L

this, and I quote: "All freedom is conditional and relative. And the
owners of the press can always cut off the freedom of the journalist
whose views offend them because the press, as Sealy said, is their
thing and you cennot do your thing with another man's thing, It is
at this point, the point where there is a sharp clash between the
interests of the owners and the freedom of the journalists that we
face the real test-questions: Whose press freedom? Freedom to serve
whose interests? And the the questions we are 211 still side-
stepping.” Journallséﬁa canné%allsm, and upending fact that
£eop1e, not governments, represent the greatest concentration of power
elective democracies, are not answers to those real test-questions,
Goodnight,
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Godd everning: The holding of the American hostages in the U.S.
i?aesy in Teheran is now into its second week and still there are
no sigg of an end to it. Instead the tension escalates daily. Both
Iran and the United States have announced the end of the flow of oil
from Iran to the United States. In what most informed observers saw
as a kind of face-saving pre-emptive move, President Carter announced
on Monday
the 0il cut-off/shortly before it was made public in Iran itself, And
the United
there is no question that/xkaxxgmxt States will be most hurt by
this cut-off, especially in the long run. Iran sold the U.S. 600,000
barrels of o0il every day, and Americans need every drop of that oil
just to keep up with their present consumption hebits., For a short
from reserves
while they will be able to make up/for the loss of that 600,000
berrels a day., Some estimates are that Americans will not really begin
%9 feel the pinch for the next 30 to 60 days, and then things will
really begin to hurt, That should take them into the heart of next
in the U.S.
Jenuary and bitter winter. The poor and the old and the unemployed /
this winter.
are likely to hurt and to suffer grievously/ And it is not likely to
be easy for the United States to meke up for that 600,000 barrel a
day shortfall by shopping on the open spot market. Iran on the other
hend will have absolutely no difficulty selling"those 600,000 barrels
a day on the open spot market for probably very much higher prices,

A great deal will depend on how much of their own oil Americe's West

European partners may be prepared to divert to help her out. But many
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of them are already very critical of America's high and wasteful
consumptionlhabits, and may not be prepared to hold strain in order
to feed those habits, especially with new o0il price increases in the
offing for 1980, And earlier today we had¢ news which further
complicetes the picture,Word from Teheran was that Iren was withdraw-
ing all its bank deposits, given as $12,000-million, from American
benks and transferring these to more friendly Furopean banks,
Prédictably, the value of the U.S. dollar took = nosedive on the
world money markets, and only steadied & bit when Washington announced
that President Carter had decided to freeze all Iranian official
assets in the United States, Now, the 'official Iranian assets'
which are held in the U.S. Central Bank are given as $4,000-million
which is $8,000—million/ii:2 than the $32,000-million figure given
by Iran, So if it is only the $4,000-million of direct Iranian Govern-
ment assess which is being frozen, Iran would still be able to with-
considerable
draw the $8,000-million held in commerciasl banks and cause some /
shor t-term commercial
degree of/dislocation in the private/banking system. If on the other
hand the Carter freeze turns out to include the assets held by private
commercial banks, this move might well provoke wider reaction from
other o0il producing countries with large investments in the United

in commericial benks
States, If Iran's assets/can be frozen, then why not Nigeria's if

there is some fall-out between her and the U.S. over Sputh Africa?
the assets

0r/xnux of Saudi Araebia in the event of some fall-out over Israel or
the Peslestinians or the P.L.0.7 Or the assets of Mexico over some

fall-out about illegal Mexican migration or the price of Mexican
?

nztural gas! In short if the vast sums of o0il money now held by

private U.S. commercial banks can be frozen at will by U.S. adminis-

trations, the o0il producers may think i to quietly remove
their m ﬁe¥%and kegp it elsewhgre. ﬁnd %hggu%gﬁfd open a new can of

worms.~S6" is still America that looks like hurting most. Goodnight
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For broasdcest on Monday
November 12, 1979, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: One of the highpoints of the weekend here at home was
thgﬁggnual dinner and Seprod Journalism Awards ceremony of the Press
Association of Jamaica., This was a genuine media occasion, not some-
thing thought up or manufactured in order to promote some idea or some
personality or some special interest: it is an occasion which has
for almost
teken place /every year of the life of the Association, no matter who
was in or out of politiecal power, or who led the Association, or what
was the mood and social climate in the country. And for fifteen of
those years we have h:gn%§§/§§}od Journalism Awerds, vhigh was the
bragénchild of Mr. Felix Fox when he headed Seprod, and which has been
a great contributor to the resising of standards within the profession.
S0 this was no special trumped-up occasion, It was part of a continuin
process which connects past end present and is 2 signpost to the
future. And to the extent that the news media is a reasonably
accurate reflection of the society in which it functions, the changes
within the media and within the Association will be reasonably
accurate reflections of the changes within the society. The Jamaican
society is today more politicised than ever before in its history.
(jdich. b8 ciheiq? Leam polificel )
30 the mediat}s more politicised than ever before; so the Association
is more politicised than ever before. There is political polarisation

in the society: so you find the seme in the media 2nd in the Associat-

ion., And there is nothing strange or terrible about this. Whet would

be strange end terrible would be for the society to undergo these



profound, and at times traumatic, changes and for the media and for
the Association to be completely untouched by these changes., The fact

that the media and the Association are affected by these chsnges are
the strains and tensions of
proff of their involvement in/the changing life of the society. The

very change in thé leadership and direction of the Association is a
reflection of the xxmum shift of the true control of political power
in the society. The very economic problems faced by the so-called

public media are a reflection of the dichotomy which comes into play
those who control
within the wider society when/thmxsantxmiisxx politicel power do not

also control economic power. The debate about whether this is good or
bad, about whether journalists and their Association should or qhould
npt teke sdmnds on certain issues, is really e very subjective one
(end I use the word'subjective' in the same sense that Gil Noble used

it on Seturday night)., It is reslly all a question of what and whose
any given section of the media
interests/yam serves of what ends yam wen® to achieve, What all sides
media and should
in the/debate can/agree about are the rules to abide by in the conduct

ing of that debate and in the serving of the ends they desire, This
is really what journalistic professionalism and our Professional Code
of Ethics which was drawn up by the Press Association in 1965 is all
about. And fourteen years ago, when our Professional Code of Ethics

was drawn up it was not drawn up by the so-called ‘'radicals' and the
Avad$ dhdod ik
so-called 'leftists',./fhe President of the PAJ whan our Code was drawn
Mr, Clifton Neita, now ManEdi tor
up 14 years ago was/Rmaxdomexdexkx/of the Gleaner; the Secretery was
only one
Ken Chaplin, And there was/KE¥Xx single person who could in any way

be described as'radicel’ on the Executives that wes John Mswell. The

others Were Sealy, Percy Eiller, Hector Bernard, JC Proute, lMorris
Cargill and V.G, Beiley. These sre the men who wrote our Code of Ethic

And it is under this Code, 2nd on charges of having violated this
Code, that the citizen's enquiry into the conduct of the Gleaner is

being carried out., And this, like it or not, is what professional
accountability and responsibility is ell about. Goodnight.



Iran Seigure Update:
Carter's Lilemma

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on [Friday
November 9, 1979, 6«10p.m

Good evening: While some among us here in Jamaica seem to be
trying desnerﬁzfly to artificially create one kind of crisis or
ano ther whereigcsz ;e:¥1y é;gg;:f the very real international crisis
caused by?géizure last Sunday of the American Embassy &n Teheran,
and the holding hostage of 60 Americans who were in the Embessy at
the time, continues to simmer, The pressure continues to build up.
An anxious world waits to see what happens next. It is the kind of
situation which could suddenly dissolve overnight. The Ayatollah
Khomeini/igigi“suddenly order: 'let the Americans go' and the whole
" quickly snd guietly
thing would be over, The deposed Shah may/leave his New York
hospital and the United States,and the whole thing would be over
because there would then be no point in holding on to the 60 Americans,
The Ayatollah, who is a very old man, may die suddenly and Iran ma;?en
be into a new situation; the former Shah, who is a very sick man,
may die suddenly. Each of these possibilities could become reality
at sany moment and totelly transform the situation. None of them may
come to psss and the crisis may then drag out for more days. And it
is then that President Carter's delicete end difficult dilemma could
be forced
get to a point where the U.S. Administration would/kaxm to take some
bold action., The pressure for such action is already building up
very strongly within the United States, and not only at the level of
pertisan pr presidential politics. That eggressive, righwing Texan

America~-firster, Mr. John Connally, was the first to attack the
President's hendling of development in Iran. It was easy for the
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Presidént's men to brush off thatv attack by saying that it was the
President, and not Wr, Connelly, who had the responsibility for
ensuring the‘safety of the Americans held in Teheran, And the criticism
of former President Gerald Ford could aiso be ignorengut it became
a iittle more difficult when NMr. Ted Kemndgy, who is challenging Mr,
Certer for the Democratic presidential nomination, also criticised the
apparent no sction on Iran, And now American mE= dockers and airline
ground staff have decided not to handle Iranian ships snd planes, and
Americans are staging protest demonsirations im meny cities across
the United Scates, And this pressure is certain to grow if the hostages
for some sort of bold dramaticact
are not reieased quickly. And this pressure/goes counter to what has
emerged very clearly,during the course of this week, as the deliberate
and carefully thought-out gtactics of the Carter people. And those
tactics are in the frest instaince 0 ensure thaﬁ%othing is done to
provoke the Iranian students into killing or brutalising the American
hostages; to Iry by quiet diplomacy and through all and any possible
third parties to get the hostages released; &nd to make quiet plans
and preparetions for sction in csse the first to efforts fail, So for
the Carter Administration bwying time was and is an importent factor.
When you are dealing witn a problem more than five thoussnd miles asway,
end in whnich other critical and complex issues are involved, snd in
which your own options are in any case very limited, hasty and impulsi%
action, some dramatic show of force, can be dangerous and self-defeat-
ing. And this is the position of the United States in this matter,
Almost anything she may do to 'punish' Iran is likely to dmmage
Americen interests more. If she sendsin the marines the hostages will

is likely to
be killed, war/wixx erupt which could easily engulf the whole Middle

Enst and suck in the greet powers; and the flow of oil could dry up.

All this adds up to the Carter, and Americen, dilemma over Iran,
Goodnight.
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A Threat to Netionel Sovereignty:
Partisan Politickg Run Amok
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Wednesday

November 7, 1979, 6.,10p.m
Jemaican Jemaican
Good evening:/ Sovereignty,/national sovereignty, means that the
Jemaican people, and only the Jamaican people, decide how they are
for how long,
governed, who governs them,/end the political and social systems
under which they live., Nobody else, no matter who, no matter how
big or‘powerful or rich, can take away that power from the Jemaican
people without also destroying their national sovereignty. I think
in todgy's Jemaice, and in today's world, most people would accept
this as almost so self-evident as not to need any stating. And yet,
clear pertisan
there are/trends and tendencies in Jemaican/politics today which go
counter to this concept of nationesl sovereignty, and which indeed,
are 8 threat to Jemaican national sovereignty. At the very heart of
in the multi-party context
national sovereignty/is the business of settling your differences and
your disagreements among yourself¥g¢skeeping your fights to yourselfgs
and of not invelving or allowing outsiders to become involved in your
internal affeirs, ©Some quick and easy examples of this are to be
seen in both the American and British political professes, The British
Conservatives and the British Socialists fight like politicsl cats and
both
gogs inside Britain,/in an out of the British Pesrlisment. They do not
indulge in the nastiness and the sneering and jeering and the pérsonal
attempts at
abuse and/cheracter-assassination which paxx some here use in place of
serious debate and discussion end comment; but this does not make theix

attacks and counter-attacks any the less hard-hitting, Indeed, this

relative absebce of personal nastiness 28 a tool gff of party political

debate hes given the British system & healthy vigour and toughness



which are good for perliesmentary democracy. And the seme sort of
thing can be s2id about the American perty politicel system which

is now going into top geer for next year's Presidential elecfions,

The debates and the struggles for leadership and pewer im within each
of the two major parties will be tough and/gﬁizggg. But when that

is over and the candidates are chosen, each side will unite behind its
chosen candidate and there will be another tough and bruising battle
against the other perty. But nowhere, 2t no point, will any American
Presidential candidate take his campeaign for the Presidency outside
the United States, except perheps to Americen voters who are, for the
time~being, outside the United States, No Americen Presidential
candidate will plegéﬁcase for being elected, or his party's case for
being returned to power, or will ask for help in his campaign for
political power, before any non-American audience. And this applies

tc both the Democrats and the Republicans. And this applies too, to
both the British Prime Minister and the British Leader of the Oppositi
-on, When these people go outside their countries, when they speak to
nonAmerican esudiences or non-BritishwﬁE%ities, they leazf their party
pclitics &t home and speek as British’leaders or Americanileaders.

And they do not ever in vite any outside force to become involved in
their internel perty pclitical power struggles. For they know that

to do 80 would be tc cempromise their nationel sovereignty, and would
be to show contempt for the people of their countries. Contrest this
with whet some of our political leaders have been saying recently, and
with whkere they have been saying it, end to what audiences, and you
will recognise the threat to our national sovereignty. It is as though

all
they see the solution to/Jemaica‘'s problems - political, economic,

al
social,a#%’the direction Jamaica should take - as having to be imposed
from outside Jamaica. This would take politicel power outof the hands

. And this is dangerouB to our; soveeeigniy.
of the Jamaican people g oo 885 igg%.y



X7 Student Action In Iran:
' f A Few NMiddle East Crisis in the Making?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

November 5, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday a well-armed force of Iranian students
stormed the American Embassy in Teheran, seized it, and took as
hostages the Americens who were in the Imbassy at the time, According
to 2 student spokesman there were 90 Americans, according to U.S.
reports there were 59 Americans, end a smaller number on non-American
employees of the Fmbassy., Reports are that the students seized
Embassy files and papers which the Imbassy workers had nobeen able to
destroy in time, And the students vowed that they would hold the
Embassy until the United States Government agreed to return the
deposed Shah of Iran to face trial for his crimes against the Iranian
people. Keports earlier today were that so far nobody had been hurt
or killed and that the hostages were being well treated and fed. There
were also reports that the Ayatollah Khomeini had expressed his
personal support for the action teken by the students, while the
Iranian Government is reported to have advised +the Americsns that

it would do everything in its power to resolve the issue as quickly
as possible. Those are the bare outlines of what is the most dramatic
es well as what is potentially the most explosive new development in
the Middle Esst, And there are two factors which give this new
development the disturbing importance of threatening the peace of

the Middle Zrst. The first is that the whole of that area of the
Middle East - Iran, Turkey, Syria, Iraq - are in varying states of
social and political restlessness, with Turkey (next door to Iran)

being in acute economic and political crisis 2nd even deeper i the



2.

I.M,F. debt-trap than are most Third World countries who are not
0il producers, Earlier this year, about June-Jduly, the Turkish
economic situaticn waes so desperate that the I.M.F. had to step in
to arrange for the rescheduling of $5,000-million in short-term debts.
The reeson for this special treatment is because Turkey is part of
military base and
the North Atlantic Treaty Organmsation and is NAIO's closest/listening
post for spying on the Soviet Union, But in an area floating on oil,
Turkey hes all sorts of minerals except oil, so she is up to her neck
in crisis,in debdt, and}ﬂependenoe of the U.S., at a time when the
tide of eanti-Western feeling is very strong in that part of the world.
S0 there is no way of knowing what responses the student sction in
Teheran yesterdey might evoke in the area, And the second disturbing
fector is how the United States itself might react to the seizure of
its Embessy and the holding hostage of its citizens. And the fact '
that the United States is now into its protracted year-long Presidenf%
campaign is not likely to help if the matter is not quickly resolved.
Mready President Carter and his advisers have felt compelled to show,
here in the Caribbean, that he can be as 'tough' and 'hardnosed' over
'American rights® Has his most extreme rightwing opponents. And so we
have the Ceribbean Tesk Force to prove to the American voters that
Mr, Certer is e'strong'President who is not going to be pushed
around and is therefore worthy of re-election next year. If the
Irenian students do not give up the Embassy and its hostages quickly
the need to protéct his new 'tough-guy' image may force the President
to take drastic sction or else stand condemned as 'weak', And it is
this essentially domestic electoral need to be seen to be tough aﬁd

decisive and strong which could lead to action which deepen rather

than emse the crisis, And what has happend to that waning\of support
for the Ayatollah the Western prees has been telling us of? Goodnight
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.~ 1) The Spreading ksmx Intemperate Lenguage
( /f/ 2§ Guerrilla Raid on SOWETO Police Station
| J,/7"7"3) On Censorship & Editorial biseretion Cotdnel

k/ - )/ff
NEWS COMMENTARY
For broasdcast on Friday
November 2, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: A cereful reading of the statement issued yesterday
by the Minister of Finance on the government's moves to tighten its
campaign against the illegal importing =nd smuggling of godds into
the country, mekes it very clear that the government had in fact
set in motion its control and enforcement operation well before the
threat by the Jamaica Manufacturers' Association to stop paying
excise duty unless the government did what it was in fact already
doing. And so we had another round of confrontationist headlines,
We had 'Govt., Gets Ultimatum: Excise duty ban threat by JMA'; we had:
'‘Manufacturers Threaten Shutdown' and we had 'No response to excise
witholding threat: Govt's Silence Unaccepteble'., And now it turns out
aggressive

that this threatening language, this language of/defiance, was not
really necessary. S50 why were Jamaifans subjected to it? It is
of course possible that the JMA and the leaders of the JMA did not
know that all illicit imports which had beendetected had in fact been
confiscated since July of this year, or that the Ministries of

a some 3 days before the JMA threat
Finance and Nation Security had/set up a joint Police«Customs Enforce-
ment operation to tighten up the fight against illcit imports even
further./izi we must assume that if the JMA had known these thing§9p
it would not have issued that threat, What I personally cannoti;haer-
stand is why the JMA seems not even to have tried to find out f%om
the Minister, even if on & confidential besis, what, if anything had

been done, before issuing its threat @nd unsettling thingta littie

a
more, This is not the way to createlclimate conducive to productivity,

¥
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And still on the business of news headlines we had recently been
treated to some self-serving and deliberetely misleading nonsense
on press fréedom and censorship. Now, there is no newspaper under
the sun, no radio or le¥evision station under the sun, no magazine
of any kind anywhere in the world, which publishes or broadcasts
any and everything it gets just like that, Always, no matter what

the medium of communication, no matter what the social system, no
what ‘or class
matter/the political or social/interests or ideological positions

the radio station or the television station or the newspaper serves,
always the editor, who is the servant of the owners, chooses what

will or will not be broadcast or published, how much of it, and how
slection and
and where, This is what is called editorial/control and it is exercise

everywhere, In the United States, in Russia, in China, Britain in
France, everywhere. Our two radio stations and our two newspapers
here in Jemaica exercise that same control., The important thing is

how and in whose interest that control is exercised, and what
of a particular medium

particular interests the editorial policy/is designed to serve. Within
this framework tnere can be variety of view and differing opinion

pieces. But even here there is the ultimate editorial control which

radio or t.v.
is exercised by stopping a perticular/programme or commentator o7&y

consigging some self—imgortant columnist to the obscurity fromlzhich
totally
he or she came by simpl$/stopping the column, So the notion ofsome/
is
unrestricted press freedom is a piece offiction : all freedom/conditiar
and relative
al{ And the owners of the press can slways cut off the freedom o{ the
whose views offend them
journalist/because the press, as Sealy said, is thetr thing, and you

cannot do your thing with anothef man's thing. It is at this point,
the point where wExXEmmE
IRAXXREXRENBEXNPXXXRINRL xmp there is 2 sharp clash between the 1nteres*

of the owners and the freedom of the journalists that we face the

resl test-questions: Whose Press freedom9 Freedom to serve whose

interests? And these are the emes we're all|side-stepping. Goodnight,
%«Numé Sl



The Globel Implications of
U.S. Presidential Politics

/

NEWS COMMENTARY ( ) /
For broadcast on Wednesda ¢ ;/’ /
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Good evening: The man who is President of the United States, the
political outlook and beliefs of the

man who occupies the White House at any given time, and the strength

or weakness of that man within the politicel system of his own country

all have a very profound bearing on what happans here in Jemaica,

and, indeed, on what happens almost anywhere in the world, This,

whether we like it or not, is the brute fact of geopolitical power

in today's world. It was not always like thats There was a time when

Britein, at the height of her imperial glory, was the dominant power

in the world, and when Britain's Prime Minister exercised the kind

of pervasive world influence which the American President exercises
today. Those were the days when little brown and black and yellow

children in farawgy pleces were taught to boast proudly of the fact
that the sun never set on the British Empire, And if you go back

further in history,before Britain it was France, and before France it

was some-now-largely-forgotten entity known the Austro-Hungarian

Empire, and before that there was Napoleon Bonapathe's empire fashione

by the sword of war and broken by the sword of war, And so you can

go back in} history to see the rise of some pawmx nation or other

to 2 position where it becomes the dominant force in the world,

deciding what does or what does not happen in almost every corner of

the world, And if you study yeur history well you widl also see

that no matter how great or how dominant or how powerful a nation,

or indeed an individual may be, sooner or later, by the very lews of

nature, some other nation, or some other individual, will rise up and
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replace the once~dominant nation or the onee-dominant individual,
And yet, while they are in this dominant position it usually looks
as though they are so fixed and so strong and so well-entrenched that
nothing can shift them - until they are finally shifted, This is the
position the United States has occupied since the Second World War;
and already this global predominance is being challenged by the Sovietl
Union, which is really what the so-called Cold War is all about. In
the meantime, how the man in the White House sees the world and deals
with it, will continue to affect our lives until a new centre of
geopolitical power comes into being. For instance, we in Jamaica who
during the Nixon-Ford Presidencies
were under very heavy pressures from Dr., Henry Kissinger's toughness
on small nations who tried to go their own way, got almost immediate
relief and easement when kr, Jimmy Carter became President, The new
President was less of a2 cold warrior, and because he came from a
traditionally under-developed part of the United States he had great
sympathy with the problems of underdeveloped countries, And we, and
Africa in particular, were relieved of some of the more brutal manip-
ulative pressures we had suffered. We had gone through somewhat
similar phases of being left alone or being helped during the periods

ko mhoulid Too Cikan LS gen Cllasdats,
of such liberal Presidents as Mr. Roosevelt and Nr. John Kenned%§ But
both Nr. Roosevelt and lMr. Kennedy were strong Presidents who were
incontrol of their own parties and who commanded vast popular mass
support. So they could maintain their liberal programmes and policies
even during election times., It is evident that Mr, Certer is just not
strong encigh to do that, He is having to swing away from liberalism

appeasing and

and to the right in hopes of/gaining the support of the powerful
rightwing forces who control both the economy and the propaganda and

information media. That is why he abandened Andrew Young. Thet is why

we are again under heavy pressure. That is wh th
strength. It is part of today's Presidentisl politics: — Guoanfefhow of



1) A New Assault By the Foreign Press?
) 2) 50th Anniversary af Crash of '29
,//4/ 3) Did South Africa Explode Nuclear Device?

r)‘l/

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
Octobe# 29, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: When a newspaper like‘the Washington Post, with its

high reputation for being liberal, Jjoins with other and mainly
rightwing North American newspapers in hammering Jamaica and its
elected Government at this time; and when you review all the
apparently unconnected heppenings of last week in North America
concerning Jemaica, some sort of a design, some sort of a plan does
seem to emerfe. Jamaica, Jemaica's Government, and the leader of
Jemaica's government in perticular, seem to be in for a large-scale,
concerted and well-orchestrated round of economic and political
pressure in which the 'foreign press' will play a key role., If I am
Jemaica to be in for
right then we can expect/a really brutal hattering from the foreign
there and are
press in the days and weeks ahead, All the signs for it are/building
up. So watch it all very closely and please check what gou hear and
read ageinst what you know from hard experience. Part of the design
is of course to hurt the already weak economy even further; and one
way in which this caﬁ?ggsily be done is by trying to scare away the
tourists, If there is supposed to be large-scale unrest bi:g?iiots
in our streets, as lest week's Time Magazine s=2id, then ttourists
are not going to want to come here, And they are not going to want
to come to a country in which they are told by some of the country's

own leaders that a military take-over is being planned, And it is

part of the reality of neo-colonialism 2R9d ©f the self-contempt it

inculcates in thé so-called ex-colonial elite and the intelectual



spokesuen of that group that they will themselves provide, or 9f

need be, make up or manufacture the necessary ‘evidence' to try and
justify these attacks. And then they will repvpduce these attacks

supporting
as/'proof' from so-called independent overseas sources, So watch it
and judge it carefully as the foreign press and its local allies step
or anyone else

up the asdault., And do not let them/paralyse or frighten you into
giving up your right and your power to decide for yourself what it is
you want and where it is you went to go. Those are decisions that
should be made by Jameicans, right here in Jameican: not in Washingto
or anywhere else., That is what sovereign self-rule is all about,

And today, the 29th of October, marks the 50th anniversayy of what
has become known as the Great Wall Street Crash of 1929, when the
American monetary system crashed and dragged the whole world down to
ten years of bitter economic depression and worldwide mass unemploymen
which only really came to an end with the outbreak of World War Iwo

in 1939, And in America, and elsewhere in the world, many people are
/:gg:gbering that terrible economic cetastrophy of fifty years ago
and wondering whether we are moving toward another such collapse:
again there is worldwide inflation, mounting unemployment, and dwind-
ling confidence in the world's number one trading currency, the U.S
dollar, of which there are now something like $600-thoussnd-million
floating around the world without backetive of any kind., And some
call our Jemaican dollar monkey money! At that time of great depressiol

y Which survived best,

the countries which fared best/were the countries which could feed
themselves from their own soil., Older Jemaicans will remember the

times snd will remember how basically self-suffiendént in food Jamaica

was, We had better get back to feeding ourselves, And finally, did

South Africa explode a nuclear device 1 ?
ast month’e I think so; and I
think the Americans know it. So why the backtracking now? Gobdnight.



A A 4 The Poliitics Behind the Current
‘ [~ "Freedom of the Press" lebate
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NEWS COMMENIARY
For broadecast on Iriday
October 26, 1979, 6.10p.m

Jamaican
Good evening: (1lhe public debate within the/news media on what is

loosely described as'freedom of the press' has entered an interesting
side issues and
new phese. The trouble is that there are so many/false issues and so
many red herrings being littered all over the place that we 2§§}§§t
hopelessly confused by all the double-talk unless we get the basic
issues wery clenr in our own minds. So what are the bassic issues
behind this debate? First there is the matter of power and infliuence.
A newspaper, a radio station, a television station, all help to shape
aend to influence the thinking and the beliefs and the judgements and
the prejudices of the societies and communitiés within which they
operste. And if the people who own the television station or the
radio station or the newspaper have certain very strong beliefs, you
can be sure that those beliiefs will somehow come through in what is
pubiished or brosdcast by the particular medium. So the very first
point to bear in'mind is thet the news medie is, by its very nature,
& source of influence and power and that those who own 2nd control it
de termine how that influence and power ere used, and in whose interest
this is so whether the particular medium is own privately or publicly.
ind the difference between private ownership and public ownership is
not, 2s the propagendists would have us believe, the difference
between being 'free' or not being 'free', A very simple example of
this fact is that no privately owned newspaper or radio station is
,whereas the publicly-owned BBC is free in 2 demoracy
‘free' under a dictatorship/ ‘he reasl difference between the private-

ly-owned and public-owned media has to do with the social =2nd politic-
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in which they ere born
al systems/and in which they evolve and the interests that they

serve., For example Jamaica's social and economic system has been
client
an evolving/capitalsst system for all of the 145 years of the Glesner:

existenc

0 say %ﬁis is simply to state & fact, not to pass & Judgement

Inevitably this hes meant that the ownership of the Clesner, and the
interests it represented, refliected the views and interests of the
dominant class in the Jamaican society. And over time the views and
the interests of that class, nursed and hurtured by the Gleaner,
became the dominant accepted views of all classes of the society.

Aind the Gleaner, as the mouthpiece of that cless, did become a power
in the land. And even when, over the past 30 years or so, the Jamaica
media began to diversify, end radio &nd television came, and second
papers came and fell and came agdémn, the prevailing views and values
and interests of the society were pretty much accepted as those
ppojected Dby the Gleesner and its cwners over the years. And in the
service of those interests the Gleaner has, &8 it rightly claims, been
non-partisan, supporting or attscking each political party, depending
on whether the policies of that party served or hindered the interests
of the cless it served. The really new development in the media over
last two or three years is that/;?zvailing/gie:he intgﬁeizgtand the
direction of the society as expressed by the CGleaner, has/been seriuou

by other media outlets

ly chellenged/for the first time in all of the 145 years . There is no
.xofﬁkaEmJ3<§ﬁLMng
longer Jjust one Gleanerkziaw of Jamaicei and the real threat that is
Lo bitterly, T thi
being resxsted[?s the ending o f/ ¥4% monopoly of special power and

influence which has been exercised as of right for so long. As long
s Jamaica is governed in its present way #nd under our present
Gonstitution the chences of the Cleaner being taken over 2iynatioallde

£ the power play

remote. The real issue is part and parcel o

§§ew;grghould control, and in whose interest. The rest is smokescreen.
Goodnight,
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The Mounting Political Tensions:
Some Likely Consequences

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on VWednesdey
October 24, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: 1The Leader of tae Opposition has now replied to the
Prime Minister's invitation to & meeting between the parZfties to
try snd 'de-escalate the mounting political tensions' in the society.
!nd the reply is in effect a gqualified rejection of that invitation,
unless the Government does what the Upposition wants it to do. So
read that letter for yourself and you will sSee the conditions set out
by the Opposition., You will alsi?ihat these conditions go back to
tiue 1976 General lections, and indeed formed pert of the JLP's
1976 rTlie¢tion Venifesto. ‘nfl after reading the letter and thinking
it through a fair conclusion might be that the overnment is not

and after
likely to give in now to demands which it rsjected in 1976/anixwhizh
winning an election &s part of that rejection. All of which leaves
us with the prospect of political tensions mounting rether than

Upposition

easing. If the/&IR says we are not going to de-escnlate or helpgto
de-~escelate political tension Aunless you doxﬁﬁiﬁnﬁg:l that then the
only aiternatives open to the Covernament are either to give in to
the demands or else prepare to meet mounting tension., So what are
the lik?ly consequences of a stepping up of political tenion within
the society? There are, os 1 see it, at least three basic likely
conseguences., First, and perhaps the least immediately dangerous of
the three, is for our party politiecal point-scoring electioneering
to go into top gear and to stay in that gear for the next year or
s0 until elections are called in 188l. In some ways this has indeed

2

Lthe course along which we have been going in fits and starts since
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the 1976 elections and the effects on the economy have been crippling.
To be sure some government policies are alsco to be blamed for our
economic troubles; but so too, must be the endless electioneering
and intensified party politicel pressure pleys with their disloceting
ancd disrupting tests of strength and shovws of strength. Not even
like Brtain and the Unitee EStates
rich metropolitan countries/can efford to ingulge in the dubious
luxury of continuous election cempeigning, with a new election cempeaig
starting within a couple of months of a new government being sworn in,
ind yet this is how we have been going on since 1976. At YbYest this
road leads to death by slow strangulation for perlismentary democracy.
The second likely consequence of greater politieal escalation is that
political
the dangerous game ofconfrontation and teking to the streets may,
through some acciden® or miscalculation or deliberate design, get
out of handg and result in large-scele civil disorder. And once this
happens perlisventary demmeracy and the rule of lew are immedistely
endangered., And the third and most dangerous of all the likely
consequences of escalating politicel tension is that somebody or
somebodies may be tempted by the genéral unrest to try to overthrow
the duly clected government by force, And the main danger here is
once it is made,
that whether the attempt succedds or not,/Consfitutional government
and the Jemaican Constitution we now have,

as we know it/will be overthrown end will be replaced by a dictatorsh:
of one sort or another. And the real meaning of the overthrow of our
Constitution is that it will take from the people of Jamaica tnaffinal

those who govern :
power to choose or to remove/them and give that power to somebody els:
In this sense the Jemaican people have nothiyg to gain and everything
to lose from any escalating of the present political tension in the

SOC%EJYJuéESiai the business of thé Services Commissions - the Public

; ; - they sre all appointed by the GovernorﬁGenergl
ggr%%geéegggmggéé%ion of the Prime Minister after consultation with
the Leader of the Opposition. So says the Constatition. CGoodnight.



1l) Some Implications of the Pclities of Confrontation
2) War for Essentiel Strategic Raw Meteriuls
3I)—Me—beeth-of Pive Children

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broedcast on Monday

October 22, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: If you have cerefully fecllowed the political events
of the past five days - which is the time since the Prime Minister
sent his invitation to the lLeader of the Opposition for them to meet
to try end de-escalate the mounting political tensions - you might
fairly conclude that politicel tension is not likely to ease, On the
contrary, all the indications are cof a stepping up of those tensions.
When somebcdy, anybody, is spoiling for a fight then, sooner or l-ter
there is bound to be fight, that is unless the person who is being

+otle chdlgat
chalﬁigﬁzaizfcks away or runs away or submitspain some other way. If

theégxhefi'erson is not prepared to back away or to give in then,

no matter how much he may try to aveid the fight, no matter how much
he may try to reason, there will be?fight. And that seems to be the
situation into which we here in Jemaica ere right now. When high
church leaders are vilified and sneered at for‘jhe ‘erime' of calling
for an end to this madness without also taking sides, then we are
well on the way to the bitter confrontatiogu&e all say #de do not
want. When newspapers and media houses :%:ﬁég;h their traditional
roles of informing, investigating, analysing gnd providing balance
and perspective while critically supporting national institutions
anE&S;come instead partisans in the business of incitement and
confrontation, the prospects of peage are gravely diminished and the
showdown fight is made that much more inevitable. And/ﬁhiigizpig who

are likely to suffer most in such o showdown fight are the majority
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of the ordinary Jamaican people - not the leaders ox those who are
the inciters to political warfare. The poor,and they are the majority,
do not have either the money or the Green Cards or the connections
that would meke it possible for them to pack up and run to live in

America or Canada or Europe or elsewhere if their side loseSthe fight,
elvways
ihe leaders and the rich ones can/run,but the poor would have to stay

here and vear the grief and suffer the consequences, This is how it
those at the top
always is in violent showdowns. So it is easy for/tkum to spoil for a

fight and cesll for a showdown; they will not bear the burden if they
lose; the Poor will, So it seems to me that it is up to the poor to

think this thing through for themselves and to decide forthemselves
violent
if they really want this bitter/showdown political fight that some
seem to be
people/mxm spoiling for., And, you know, we do not really need any sort

of violent political showdown te change our government, We can vote

them in or out every five years, as long as we abide by our Constit-
who are
ution, Which brings us logically to the question:Are those/spoiling

for a fight trying to overthrow the Jamaican Constitution? For make

no mistake about it, once you break the Constitutional rules they are
carefully
done forever. Please think/about some of these implications of the
freedom and the
politics of confrontation and violent showdowm. Your/future freedom
the
of your children are involved., And thinking about/freedém of Third

World peoples, the very influential American Senatvor Heney Jackson
this weekend suggested that the United Stetes end her European allies
should create a joint force to 'protect our oil sources' in the Middle
East from complete cut-off, What if the Middle Zast decides to cut
down or not to sell its oil to the U.S5.7 Do they go in there and take

by force? Do they go into Niégeria or elsewhere and take whatever raw

materials they need by force? And whatv of the soverg#ign rights of the

Third World pe 1 ? This could lead to war, but you need oil to meake
war, So whers 45 W8 go from here? Goodnight.



A Dismal Week:
a) Aftermath to Heroes Day Disorder
b) Bus Stoppage
¢) Alcoa Lay-offs
d) Railway Union Impasse

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broesdcast on Friday
October 19, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: This has turned out to be one of the more dismal
and depressing weeks Jemaicans have experienced in a very long
time, We have had that shaming business at Heroes Park on Heroes
Dey and the depressing partisan responses to it and to Archbishop
Carter's appeal for an end to this madness, There are clearly those
who are more interested in escalating ‘'this madbess' than they are
in cooling it. And as long as this is so, as long as political
partisans and those who would use political partisanship put their
end propaganda
own sectional/interests above the national interest,'this madness’
will continue and Archbishop Carter's appeel will not be heeded.
and the supporters of both sides

And let us never forget that it needs both sides/to put an end to
'this madness', One side by itself, no matter which side, cannot
stop the medness, And right now it does not look as though both sides
are ready to make peace., And so the indications are for more confront-
ation, more turmoil, more strains and pressures, more tests of
strength end more bitter power play. And for what? For the corpse of
a nation? And is not the decision as to who should rule and for how

under our system \
long,one that/is mede by the people of this country, not by the B
politicians and not by the political parties? So keep your cool and o
watch it all very cerefully, pleas(i end judge for yourself and do

5V Mo lal

not let anybody rob or con[you out of your ultimate power of control

over xhe those who would exercise power on your behalf, The Jamaican

people are not, and should not allow themselves to be used as mindless

and helpless pawns in anybody's political power game. And then there
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is this latest bus company nonsense which has put the entire
Corporate Area, and beyond, to enormous and unnecessary discomfort
and distreés. How on earth do the poor and hard-pressed people who
have to ride the buses, and they are the majority, and who pay very
high fares for this uncomfortable and doubtful privilege, how on
earth do they come into this Provident Fund dispute? What has it to
do with the people who use the buses? Why are they punished? Here
again the people 2re being used as pawns in/gispute between the bus
company's workers and its management. And neither side seems to give
one damn about the interests of the people they sre supposed to serve,
Ind does the Ministry of Transport care? If it does, it is not lettin
us know, One of the troubles, it seems to me, is that the J.0.S. and
those who work for the J.0.S5. appear to see themselves as doing the
trevelling public a fevour., They behave as if the J.0.3. is really
for their convenience,
there/for the main purpose of providing them with good jobs and good
pey and good fringe benefits, and that the bus-users, the customers,
ere a sort of necessary nuisance?&iihﬁust be tolerated. And this is
why they agi}gﬁde, offehand, casual and provide an indiffeeent so-so
service. And thies is not good enough., If the J.0.S. and those who
work for it will not or cannot put the interests of their customers
first, then we must leok to other forms of transport which will,‘and
we must stop using public money, tsxpayers money, to support it, I
think that if the J.0.S. 2nd those who work for it were forcegizgﬁghax
up or go under the bus userswould soong xmx see fewer stoppsges aﬁd:
very real improvement in the service. It is 2ll a question what some

people think they cen get away with, And then we have that impasse

at the railway which has already cost us $liémiliion in losses, and

which now threatens the lay-off bauxite workers: snd all in the intere

of a little union power play. Is it not all pert of the seme madnesg
ageinst which Archbishop Certer resised his voice this week? Goodnight



1) Heroes Day Violence: Easing the Tension
2) Rhodesia: Complex Geo-political Manouwvres

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For brosdcast on Wednesday

October 17, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Prime Minister's invitation to the Leader of the
Opposition to meet to discuss ways of trying tog de-escalate the
mounting political tensions in the society will meet with the approval
of the overwhelming majority of Jemaicans who were made sick to the
heart by Monday's ugly events at Heroes Perk. And one of the best
ways for us to contribute to such a meeting taking place, end having
any sort ggy:uggeos, is to give it a chance by awaiting it inkilence
or, if we find silence impossible, by being as sober, balanced and
dispassionate in our comments a&as is possible, So let us watch it and
see how it works out: and remember, it only takes gig;to start a
war, but it takes tuq/:id;gke and to keep the peace, And the over-
whelming majority of Jamaicans who want to see political peace and
order in this land have the responsibliéty to see that both parties
make the peace and keep the peace., You have the powerful weapon of
your votes to enforce it. So watch it and let them know you will use
that power wisely to serve national rather than partisan interests,
They will get the message. Next, we turn to the London talks on

which have entered a

Rhodesia,nkExexsonaxxexyxesmpiexcritical stage, and where some very
moves
complex geo-politicallare now taking plece. You will get a sense of

the complexity of the power play by noting just a few of the develop~-

ments of the pastm&t hours, First you had the Britiash

and deadline
Government's take-it-or-leave-it ultimatum/on their proposed new

Constitution which seemed almost designed to provoke the Patriotic Fro:

Zgat of the negotiations. This was followed by Nyerere's calling of
a meeting of the frontline states and his comment that Ledon—wes



London seemed to be creating & crisis atmosphere which was not in
keeping with the facts. 2nd just before that the South African
racist regiﬁe had let it be known that it was considering direct
military intervention in Rhodesia if the London talks were to fail,
Then the Commonwealth Secretary-General warned publicly that the
situation which was now develioping in the London talks was not in
keeping with what had been agreed on in Lusaka, And then we had the
United States coming into the picture by the side door with_President
Carter's statement thaz?g.s. will not accord Cuba diplomatic regog-
nition until Cuban troops are withdrawn from Africa and political
prisoners are released from Cuban jails: and since political prisoners
are being released from Cuban jails his real pressure point has to be
seen as the call for Cuban withdrawal from Africa, And then to cap
suddenly
it all South Africa's Foreign Minister showed up/in London yesterday.
Add all these strends together and the picture which is emerges is one
in which it seems that there are powerful forces at work who are
d%ermined to deal th:ni;triotic Front out of the negotations, arrive
at the settlement with/the Muzorewa-Smith groupg, lift sanctions and
accord recognition to the Muzorewa-Smith regime and giﬁ;g:uth African
military intervention on the part of a now-recognised Rhodesia against
the Petriotic Front. In such a setting th:?é:ghh African and Rhodesia
armies coMé’é};b\PPd’eﬁ'et dreterd #URPPTHhe Patriotic Front forces into
the ground, at least in the short run., And white interests and Western
investment would be secured for at least the next twenty to twenty-
five years, The risk is of course that the frontline states would
declare war on the side of the Patriotic Front, But with their superio

firepower the white minority and their black collaborators, with, the

assistence of Western mercenaries could hold for a long time. zgé§

could be the grand design - if only the Cubans could be got and kept
out of Africa. daadnd aht.



Heroes Day, 1979: Of Garvey
and Of Garvey's People

NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Monday

October 15, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: And I hope you are having a good Heroes Dasy, and

that what still remains of this day will be fruitful and inspiring.
For myself, I have spent most of this past weekend reading and thinkin
about the life and work of Jemaica's first National Hero, Mercus
Garvey, the black man, the black leader who in his day suffered more
abuse, more villification and more misrepresentation than any other
black leader before or since, Indeed, the news media of Garvey's day,
with very rare and honourable expeptions, did such a successful job
of nastiness and lying about Garvey that even black people were shamed
into denying and denouncing this great man. And so in the end even
his native Jemaica did not give him the support and comfort he
deserved and he died obscurely, a lang way from home, Some of all
this came to a point last night as I watched an obviously angry Rev,
Oliver Daley on television Xamxxmight protesting the twisting and
distorting of the truth of a matter and the telling of lies for no
higher apparent purpose than ths acoring of a political point and

the setting of pastor against pastor. And suddenly it seemed that
time had stood still. Nothing had changed. This is how they had dealt
with Garvey and Garvey's people all of forty years ago and more, and
still they do it today. Why? Way back in the 1930s Garvey wrote, and
I quote: "The national disposition seems to be that of enthroned
selfishness, There is no patriotism, no love of country for its sake.,
Further, there is no love of countrymen, and so anyone going to

Jamaica will see the most prosperous people on the island are aliens,"

And where there is no love of country or countﬁéan it is easy to

(



divide and so to conquer and to dominate. Another time, while
campaigning in Jemaica Garvey said, and again I quote: "My opponents
say I am aéainst white and fair-skinned people., This is not so, I am
against the class system here, which keeps the poor man down; and
the poor are mostly black people. It is only natural therefore thet
their interestg should be nearest and dearest to my heart, If I were
a white man I would have the interest of white people at heart; if I
were a Chinese, it would be natural that I would make &s much money as
I could and send some of it to my people in China, If I were a Syrian
I would sell my cloth and goods at as high a price as I could get for
it and hglp my people in Syria and Lebanon". So patriotism, love of
/iggnigivégg :; countrymen was the way to that self-respect and self-
regard which would be the most effective psychological' counters to
the lies and abuse and distortions which are used to try and dominate
and so control, And, most importent of all, there was the theﬁe of
economic self-reliance which ran right through the life and work of
Marcus Garvey. As far back as 1920 Gervey foreshadowed today's Third
World struggle for a new economic order. He said: "A race that is
soley dependent upon another for its economic existence sooner or late
dies, As we have in the past been living on the mercies shown us by
others, and by the chances obtainable and have suffered therefrom, so
will we in the future suffer if an effort is not made now to build
our own economic structure." That was said more than 50 years ago.
And thanks to the diversionary propaganda of Garvey's enemies and

the enemies of Garvey's people, we paid little or no heed to that
profound

/ p=fammi warning. Even today some of our leaders try to bemuse us by

suggesting that by not angering this Q%ithat foreign power we may get

more loans or grents or other aid. But(real, though hardels W2¥ shead

for Gervey's peoplg }}es in what'Garvey said more than 50 years agoy
wtaeh i G Aold R eyl surciopecpens st F00En1ER e
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1) Of Politicksg & Politiciens
2) Of Politics & Businessmen
3) The Economy & A Political Solution

NEWS COMMER TARY
For broadcast on Friday
Cetober 12, 1979, €6.10p.m
Good evening: From some of the many speeches made during the course
of this week, from what were supposedly non-political platforms, have
come some very interesting and teasing gquestions, For instence, if
politié¢ians, or at least one lot of politicians/i;eto be criticised
for the escalat&ng Sf political struggle then we had better ask
ourselves whatﬁggfiticiansiargJgeally all about. And the simple fact
is that politics is about)the exercise of power and politicians are
politicians because they want to be the ones exercising that power.
The primary purpose of every politician is to gain power and then
having done so, to hold on to that power; and the primary purpose of
every politician who is out of power is to defeat the one who is in
power, This is & basic proposition of the party political struggle;
end this being 80 it does not make/:ﬁiiogilitical sense for anybody
to go on as though there is something terribly wrong and wicked for
:hl party in power to hold on to power. If that party observes the
governing the
Constitution and ?hgufules/IXXIillxilll timing of elections, then
that partylfagxzall elections at a time thet it considers most
favourable to its own chances., By the seme token the party in
opposition is entitled to do everything it can to try and force the
calling of elections at a time which it thinks would suit its own
interests best. And again the one condition is that the party in
opposition must also observe the Constitution and the rulés governing
elections. So to denounfleor in some other way try to belittle the

government for holding on to power, or to do the same with the



opposition for being hungry for political power, is th miss the

s&nd the rules governing them,
point of what our politics and our politicians/are all about, This,
I think, must be seen for the pertisan propaganda that it really is,
Then, too, some of the week's speeches have brought into focus the
usually uneasy relations between business and polities. The business
community main interest is to get on with business. And the first
purpose of business, what makes it 'good' business, is for it to be

stable and orderly and to be making money and to be yielding the

Lo 10 ? S gy Frec il it 1+ N

highest possible profits: everything else is subordinate to this
primary objective. So what suits this primery objective is good for
business; what hinders it is bad for business, And so, by the very
logic of its nature, the business community - and this applies to
and everywhere
business communities anywhere/in the world - find politics end -
politiciens something of a neecessary evil. One result has been &
long history of business trying to influence and at time manipulate
the political process by giving financial backing to the party or
parties and politiecians who are seen as either best serving the
interests of business or else as the lesser of a group of evils,
persuing
there a polilitical party or politicians are seen as/kmimg policies
which go against the interests of business then you can expect
business to close ranks against that party and those politicians and
try to get them out, It is at this point that business and polities
business
meet openly. And because/ is a minority it, like the political parties
must promote its views and interests as if they were the national
interest. But then this is something that practimally every special
interest group does: everybody claims to speak in the national interes

And if the solution to our problems is a politicel and not an economic
one, what happens if the Jamaican electorate again votes for Democrat-

DS ﬁQ&,%&£7g@L:’ (v oy 4{01f; '%Q?':Q ¢4, GéUM@[CAﬁﬁ7 bt of S

ic uocia}igmn&n 19817 Do we then accegt the freely exgressed will of)x

a s e~ AA s ~An) er AT~ A A mrr a4 maad e aam®



' 1) The Political Numbefs Geme

@/ 02) A Iittle Easement for our 0Old
" |

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
October 10, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: This week's statement to the press by Mr. Desmond
Campbell, the Police Commissioner, on the business off estimating
‘the numbers of people who were supposed vo be at a particular march
or demonstration or meeting, is, I think, of more poclitical importance
than x% would appear at first sight, And as we draw closer to electi%
time, the business of the political numbers game will tend to assume
even grester importance, Like it or not, contending political
groups and factions and parties and those who support or oppose them
are going to use the polit2cel numbers game to try and dbuild up their
own confidence and their own support and to try and undermine the
confidence and erode the support of their opponents. It is a sort
of variation on the power game of showing your strength agg/scaring
those who are undecided into joining you beceuse they d2 not want
to be on the losing side. And once again, the mein target is the
so-called floating or undecided or uncommitted voter. And since,
in today's Jamaican politiecs all is as fair es in love and war,
nobody is going to hesitate if they can get awgy with Xxyimg deliberate
~ly overstating the numbers and with menipulating the way in which
those numbers reach the public, So, if I have say 100 supporters,

e claim of
all T do is to put on a nought and my hundred supporters become/ a
thousand supporters, And if I have say a thoussnd supporsess, and
if T am a careful operator I will multiply it by five and claim to
have five thousend. The importent thing, aslways, is to play the

political numbers geme with care 80 that what I claim appears reason-‘

al
able, or else cannot be easily questioned or checked. And all politic}
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perties where the popular ballot decides who exercises power, play
some or
this political numbers game to/mmm degree oéanother. Indeed, it is
in itself pert and parcel cf the whole electioneering process, of
trying '
txy to influence and so win over the voters, It is, in fact, a
very importent parv of party politicel propegenda., I think if we
see all the claims snd counter claims in this light then we will
these claims,
know what value to place on/them, what judgement to maske about them.
Impaxxsnt
The really important thing is not to allow the/issues to be over-
. political
shadowed by &8y kind of/numbers geme. So let 21l the political

and their supporters
contenders/tell us what they will do about the economy, 2

X o oy AN A
unemployment, about the needs and pvoblems cf our you h& The issues
sre meny, where are the npogrammes to deal with them?

Next, we must 2ll welcome that first small step which was taken by
the Minstry of Social Security this week to give tengible expression
to this society concern for our senior citizens and others suffering
physical hendicaps., Giving these people the right to travel on

buses for a flat 15¢ fare is not very much becasuse many of them will
not even be able to afford that 15c¢; but it is a beginning, The
National ¥makx Insurance Scheme 2lso had very small beginnings so do
net scoff just becsuse it is small., My understanding is that in
Britain senior citizens have passes to travel free on the buses, That
may be something of a dream toc us now, but it should be one we should
work to rake meality. The old folk have made their contribution to
Jamaica: they have an undischarged claim on us. It is time we began
tp pay off. I think for instance that it would be a very good thing
if the speciel identification card for going on the buses could also
be used to colleci?g little rice to supplement thei¥ often near-

starvation diet on which many of them have to subsist, So thanks
for this first easement and please try and give e little more

Goodnight,



1l) Netional Heritage Week
. 23 Third World & Cold War Politics
/}/‘ 3) hkhodesia: Talks—et €risis Point
o _276 4) Japanese Elections: Beware of Polls
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broedcast on Mondey
October 8, 1979, 6.10p.m

(:7

Good evening: Jamaicans begin this National Heritage Week in an
unfortunate, and in some ways unnecessary, atmosphere of heightened
political polarisation, I say unfortunate because in such an atmospher
in which everybody seems more interested in political one-upmanship
than in solving or helping to sowve the problems of the country, the
| tesk of dealing with our problems is made that mueh more difficult,
And/gi;;nthe very real and very hard problems thé%;wa/face, anything,
any action, any politicking which mekes thinggyzgre difficult ®weally
is unnecessary, But this is how it usually is when contending forces
eand competing and conflicting interests ere locked in a raw struggle
for power, in a struggle to determine who should contrel and in whose
interest that control should be exercised. For this, when you strip
it of 2ll the window-dressing and of all the social and political
big chat is what the present political polarisation is all about.
And I think it might be a very gcod thing for each Jamaican to use
this Hational Heritage Week to try and think out fof himself or her-
self all the possible implications of this struggle. And I am

the overwhelming
convinced that A majority of the Jemaican people can think it out and:
work it out for themselves. They do not need anybody else to think
for them or to tell them what to think: all they need is to be given
the facts as truthfully, fairly and honestly as possible and they
will know how to arrive at what is in their own best interest. And
once they know that they will know how to choose when the time for

and with
choice comes., This is the ultimste power which belongs to/the people,



2
not to the politicians, not to the political parties, not to any
special interest groups, but to the people as 2 whole., In whatever
other ways Jamaica's National Heroes whom we honour this week may
heve differed, +they were agreed on this one thing: that power should
be vested in the Jamaican people and that the Jamaican people - and
by whom and
nobody else - should determine/how that power was used and for how
a key part
long. And that is/pmxt of the Jamaican Heritage; cherish it; do not
or manipulete it.
allow anybody to abuse it/ For the rest, the weekend news was dominate
by overseas developments. In Japan Prime Minister Ohira suffered a
serious political setback partly because he took a chance on the
opinion polls., Mr. Ohira sees a pretty rough time ahead for the
Japanese economy next year. Alrecady his economy is under heavy pressur
there is a big trade deficit of over $1.5-thousand million; inflation
is c¢limbing, production is deelining and unemployment is growing, And
Mr. Ohira's government held less than half of the seats in the Japanes
Parlisment and depended on the support of a handful of Independent
MPs to stay in offiece., In order to deal with the coming rough times
and make the tough decisions needed Ohira needed a stronger hand in
Parliement, which means an absolute majority of at least ten or twelve
seats, and all the opinion polls predicted that he would get that and
election
even more. Well, yesterday's/results, thanks in part to rain, made
complete nonsense of the opinion polls, Chira now has one seat less
in the Japenese Parliasment than he had when voting began, 2nd Japen's
problems are not going to go away. The moral is: Beware of the pre-
dictions of opinion polls; they cen be hopelessly wrong, especially

if it rains, And over in East Berlin President Brezhnev pulled off

e very clever diplomatic stunner when he ennounced that 20,000 Soviet
troops 2nd 1,000 Soviet tanks would unilaterslly be withdrawn from

Eastern Europe. Coming hard on President Carter's Ceribbean sabre-

rattling the Third World is bound to make interesting comparisons,
Goodnight.



1) The Stand-off Continues
2) Venezuelan 0il: A Emxxsxxiaax Govi-to-Govt deal
3) U.S., Inflation Vorsens

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

October5, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The party politicel stand-off continues and the street

are reasonably peaceful; end this is a good thing. But the threatenin,

split divide

sounds continue to/xmm% the air and/the nation; and that is a bad

thing. And the new and interesting twist to it all is that everybody
take to the streets

is a defender; everybody will either defend their right to/Rammmzixmim

or defend themselves from attack., But if both sides are really only

yharmless
poor,unaggressive/and peaceful defenders then there is nothing for
either side to worry about. Decause, really, two genuinely peaceful
ere most unlikely to end up in
defenders/gxmmaxtxiandxta violence., Smmxsxxikmxstharyxaxxhathyxmust
That is unless one or the other, or both, 2re using the language of
try to

peace to/deceive while preparing for violence. And the shooting at

hir, Howard Cooke's home, and some of the political chat surrounding it

suggest that we had better not take any protestations of peace for

grented. So keep on weatching it very closely, please, and let all the

political operatives know that you are doing so end thet you will

pass your judgement with your votes, including your judgement on who

is insulting your intelligence. Next, a word on the latest round of

price increases on some of our basic food items, There is no question

but tois will grievously hurt all of Jemaica's lower income earners

that

but especielly those who make up/more than 70% of the employed work

force which, according to the 1978 Labour Force Statistics, esrned

450 a week and less, For these people, and even moreso for the 26%

of the work force which is unemployed, any price increase on basic

food, no matter how justified, is grief. And when you visit this
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kind of grief on people, even if you cannot help it, you really owe
them much more careful and detailed explanations than we have so

far received. I think people heve a right to demand more than just
the general statement that because the cost of imported raw material
on a narticular item has gone up by pefcentage increases :gyéetween
11%# and 25%, as we have been told was thef cese with cheese, they
have to pay so much more, Don't get me wrong; the increase may in
fact be justified when all the numbers are examined. But how are the
people to know? Once or twice when we/gi:l insisted and all the
numbers had been laid out, it turned out that kiiere hed been cases of

using imported inflation to impose unreasonable merk-ups. You will

“recall the case of imported oxteil. How ere we to know that this

poor
is not being done in some instances now? Why should/people who have

g0 often been the victims of unreasomanbly high mark-ups take anything
on trust? So let us have the whole arithmetic of each new increase -
from raw materials to wages and sslaeries and mark-ups and profit
morgins, . That is the way to convince the people that the main burden
of this in flation is not being put on the backs of the poorest Jamaic:
They know that the inflation is worldwide. They are aware of yesterday
news out of Weshington that the cost of food in the U.S. has gone up
faster in the month of September than over any other similar period in
the pest five years. VWhat they do want to know, what they have the
right to know, is that the burden is being shared fairly, Jjustly and
equitably. And the have grave doubts which are not dispelled when the
Government does not/giviqtzgm all the facts. So more openness, please.
eale y
#nd finally a brief word on what strikes me as the key point of the
Prime Minister's quick trip to Venezuela this week. At the end of the
year the government's contrsct with Esso to supply °9£¢8i1 will end
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1) 'Taking to the Streets': the Psuse of Reason?
2) President Certer's New Caribbean Diplomacy

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

October 3, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: In the same way that no news is usually regarded as

good news, so we must regerd the present stand-off in the business

of taking to the streets as a small good sign. Just perhaps, those

who have to make the decisions about taking to the streets are

thinking out the implications and possible consequences of what

would follow. Let us hope that it is so; let us hope that the present

peause is the pause of thought and reason. But just to hope is not

enough. I think too that we ourselves need to understand at least

one very critically dimportant reason for this apparent moment of

pause, And thet is the question of how the overwhglming majority of
fanatiney¥ nor

Jamaicans, who are neither JLP/ax PNP fenatics, will judge the whole

business, If there is any violence, any bloodshed, any destruction,

who will that majority see as having started it all and of therefore

being most responsible? Because, do not forget, it is the votes of

that overhhelming end lergely uncommitted majority which is going to

decide the outcome of the next elections, We all know how the

committed party supporters of each side will vote; so there is no

effort to influence those who are already committed, The big effort,

all the campaigning, all the propaganda, all tﬁg}xfﬁigqgng and turning,

all the smearing and rumour-mongering, all the nastiness - esre all

designed to try and influence the views and opinions and, therefpre,

the way in which that largely uncommitted majority will vote. I}

it will have
that majority knows and understands this fact clearly/spfxkXxihe

the power to greatly unfluence the behaviour of the politicians .
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If that majority tells the politicians that it is sick and tired
and fed up with all the shouting and screaming and all the threats
and counter-threats, and all the double-talk, I think the politicians
will read the message loud and clear, And once they know you are
going to keep your heads and watch their every move and judge their
every word and every deed and then pass your judgement with your vote
when the time comes, they are going to cool downj; and they are going
to treat you with the respect due to those who are the controllers
of power., ©Co there is much that the citizens of this country can
do to contain our present political madness and to safeguard all that
is best in Jemaica, Instead of the politics of taking to the strests
let us insist on the orderly politics of policies and programmes to
best serve the national interest, Where are their policies and their
progremmes? Let us heve the details and the timetables for grappling
with all our multitude of problems, social and economic. And let us

enough time
insist on/axzhkzmze to examine and compere the proposed policies and
programmes of each side so that we can know what it is we are voting
for, That is the real alternative to our present duppy politics: ang
those described &s the 'uncommitted vote' have the power to insig%/:ﬁ‘
It is cold comfort but it is noteworthy that little Jamaica is not the
only place where duppy politics can result in dengerous and unnecessal
crises., For reason best known to only itself, the Certer Administrat-
ion7§:inted itself into a very difficult corner over some Russian
troops who have been in Cuba, by invitation, for at least ten year
and probably longer, according to U.S. intellegence sources themselve:
Why? Because Mr. Certer's popularity is very low in the opinionxpolls
the presidential and Congressional election campaigns are shaping up

end some dramatic foreign policy issue W&e Seen as a safe popularity

booster, But this time it backfired badly and all this sebre-rattling

is really a desperate face-card effort, The moral: 2
play par¥y poligics with foreign relations, Goodnigig,is dangerous to
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"Taking to the Streets": The Anatomy of
The Polities of Destruction

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For vroadcast cz Monday
October 1, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: On the surface this past weekend was comparatively
peaceful and trenquil here in Jruasica: under the surface it was
disturbed and tense and 'wmersy, with a hint of threat and menace to
it. And the tareat and the menace were caused by the hot political
talk about one side 'taking to the streets' amd the other side being
Ixeofe end
there to defend thne streets. WA$—GBO—PG$E$‘IQSFB were [indications el
But whether today or lati
that the 'taking tc the streets' might start today./Xfxdxdxratixxkutx
khe promise of 'taking to the streets', and the promise of a response
to it, remain, and with them the tireat and the menace to the entire
Jdemaican socliety. 3So why this business of the politics of %aking to :
the streets? What is the point of it? And where is it likely to leaé?
Normelly, those who take to %the streets do so because they have no
other way of bringing their case to public attention. You do not, for
instance, see either of the two major political perties in Britain
taking to the streets when they are in opposition., And likewise you
do not see either of the two major political parties ia the United
States teking to the streets when they are in opposition, And the
mein resson is that the political parties in both of %hese countries
do not want tc upset or weaken or undermine the political systems in
which they operate, and which allowg them to peacefully bring to
public attention anything they want to., <o why should we, with our
basically simidlar parlismentary democracy go in for the politics of

'taking to the streets'? I think it is very important for all Jadaican:

of all parties as well as of no party, to think this one out very

carefully. The dengerous fact is that once partisan politics takes
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to the streets, once it hecomes 2 business of who controls the
streete, then political viclence cannot be far off. And no matter
who wins in any such confrontation and encounter c¢n the streets,

the national inverest is bhound to suffer, is bound to be damaged.
And, of ccurse, once we are into the politics of taking to the
streets all sorts of inrocent and uninvolved peopde are bound to

get hurt or killed end have their property dsmaged. You know and I
know that thlis is so becsuse it is in the nature of teking politics

overheated
to the strects. And given our present/political climate and theugly
political developments of recent weeks, it is fLxaXisk politicelly
y Or self-serving,
naive/for enybody to expect any one side to stay off the streets
if the other side takes to the streets. The argument sabout one side
staying home and getting on with the job while the security forces
ensured thet the other side wamXz kevp the pecce while teking o the
streets, is, in rcality an invitation to commit political suicide.
Like it or not, and I do not like it, the chellenge has been posed
in terms of taking to tlie streets and the alternative to capitulation
and surrender is %o vespond to it by teking to the streets., This is
he ugly snd menacing sicuation into which Jemaicen polities has been
manouevred, And the reasl t.oagedy is that there was and is no need for
it, We have e constitution =nd we have apoliticel system and social
end legal structures which make i possible for us to deal with all
and to make all the changes we want
our problems and disagreements/without having to resor?ﬁ to the

drngerous pelitics of 'taking to the sireets'., But as I have told you

again and agein, it tokes two sides to make our system of government
work but it needs only one side to wreck it and pull it down. So if

the majority of Jamaicans do not want this sytem to be destroyed,
Jemgican people,
and I believe they do not, then it is up to/tkem, up to all of us,

to call on both parties, not just one, to back away from the politics
of 'taking to the streets', oodnlgiﬁ:° ‘
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Ly, South Africa Embattled:
’ d Apartheid Preperes its Defences

\

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
September 28, 1979, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: While we here in Jamaica, or at least a powerful
determined to make
and vocal minority among us, seem/hmX¥xken%t xam makimg it impossible
for our very good democratic perliamentary system to work, people
in other countiries with ugly and undemocratic political systems seem
equally determined to ensure that their ugly systems work. And so
we with our good and decent democratic structures were this week
goaded and manipulated to the point of neerly tearing each other
apart on the streets of Kingston; while in South Africa they were
carefully and methodically preparing themselves to use their
intelligence, their skills and all their powe::/zgyensure the survival
cenlnel of veal elikiaad 8 eoenemie power-
of their racistlsye*en:e£+ﬁyartheida And so we had the two pieces
of mppaxsrx startling and apparently radical news items out of South
Africa this week. On Tuesday there was the item which was later
headlined; South African Blacks Get Union Rights. And on Wednesday
there came the story of the South African Prime Minister talking of
changing the laws whicﬁ?g:x end marriage between black and white
criminal offences. And for the Western world's major news organs
this item of sex and marriage was the stuff of sensational headlines,
To some it amounted to nothing less than a revaélution of policy by
the racist regime; to others it, especially when coupled with the
trade union bit, it was the beginning of the end of Apartheid. The
fact is it is nothing of the kind; and it is important fer us to
understand the cold politics of survival that is behind it all.

T% ﬁgf,east South Africa has a very long border with black ruled and
{ 13 A
. ¥st-led Mozambique. Th the West there 15 Nemibia end there is
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Angola. South African control of Amx Namibia is rapidly coming to

and end, anq when Namibia becomes independent it is almost certain

to have a radically-inclined government that will be hostile to

South African recism, and which will make common cause with Angola

in any future military clashes. To the north-west is Botswana which is
one of the frontline states in the Zimbabwe struggle. And directly
north is Rhodesia itself which will, in the not-too-distant fusure,
become the independent black state of Zimbabwe. And this means that
within the foreseeebde future South Africa will be ringed by a group
of radical black states, all of whom des#es Apesrtheid and all of whom
want to see an end to it., This, by the way, is not only my assessment
of the situation., This is also hzg}gguth African politicel and
military intelligence see the situsation unfolding. And it is the

South African military in particular who have werned the whi te

political leaders of the dangers and problems of having to defgnd

U
——

borders stretching all the way from south-east Africe to south-west

Africa. And the militery have made it clear that they would not be abl
to even begin to think of defending those very long borders if they
are also to deal with internal uprisings. And so the government hes
decided to try and appease the blacks by getting rid of what they call
'petty Apartheid' whick includes the business of sex and marriage and
/dégﬁggmiﬁgtig%eig. Bleck trade unions have always existed; well organ1s¥
workers were always able to strlke or shut down a place, whether they
were registered or not, whether they were recognised or not. So that
one is part face-card and part attempt tc gain some kind of control
over the hither-to unregistered, unrecognised but very vigorous ©black

union movement. So there really is no change; they are not prepared to

share, let alone give up, reel economic or political poyer: But it is
ermination

R e O S Rad RN R SR B0 8iodnsiy popgaxieniconte



1) A Dismal Week:
ag KPH Closes
}i;/d b Unemploye@y?eachers; ¢) Flood Demage

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast ob Wednesday
September 26, 1979, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: The marches and counter-marches, the hints of violence
political
and counter-violence and the general/ugliness and nastiness and
short-changing of all that is finest and best in Jemaica/ :i:eenough,
by themselves, to make this a dismal week for Jemaica, But there was
more unwelcome news in yesterday's closing down of the Kingston Publi
Hospital, in reports that flood damage for this month of September
alone, according to preliminary estimates, stands at over $l4-million.
And to cap it all we had that report of trained teachers being unabl
to find jobs at a time when many of our school children were reportedl:
unable to find school places, You know, it really is not good enough
for "The Ministry of Health(to)regreﬁ/igi inconvenience to the publicf
as though it is into some sort of customer-relations business, The
Ministry of Health had no business to allow the situation to deteriore
te to this point and then blame it on industrial action by its
pharmecists and ancillary staff. Workers in the medical srvices in
perticular are noted for not taking strike action lightly. To be sure
important
there are/mExxamsz money problems involved but I believe that urgent
and serious and sincere reasoning with the workers while these money
problems/:izebeing tackled could have prevented the closure of the
hospital, The KPH is the main hospital to which the poor of the
Corporate Area turn for medical help and to shut it down for even one

day is to do a great dis-serwice to the poor. And the business of

having unemployed teachers at this time is only a shade less dismal
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and deplorable than the shutting down of the KPH., I sometimes find
it hard to arrive at any kind of understanding of what makes our
bureaucracy
educational/kmxanxzxazy tick: is its main concern the providing of
education for the nation's children? Or is the providing of education
just the excuse for the existence and self-perpetuation of that
bureaucracy? If you look at the Chapter off Education of the Economic
and Social Survey of Jamaica for 1978 you will see thet in spite
of all our economic troubles spending on education increased by more
than 8% in 1977-78 compared with the previous year and by more than
16% in 1978~-79 compared with the year before., But when you look at
the breikdown of these figures, especially those for 1978-79, you
will see under the heading 'Central Administration and Support Service.
figureof $14.64-millionfor 1978-79
a spending/imzxzazmxafxR46% compared with only $4.l-million in
1977-78. And this, expressed in percentage terms is an increase of
246%, We are told that this was due to salary increases for teachers,
And if you average out the increase in the school enrolment in all
departments - infant, basic,primary, all-age, secondary - ééept Jamal,
the school population grew by less than 4% in 1977-73. So, when you
put the children of Jamaica and the interests of the children of
Jamaica, at the centre of things educational - as they rightly should
be - these figures tell us that the children are being short-changed.
We, the taxpayers are spending more ogft%ggxb:ggggzgon; and they,
the children, are getting the smallest share/of that increased spend-
ing. It is as though the educational bureaucracy comes first, then
thef teachers, and then, last of all, the children., And this is not
right and cannot be right. As with the KPH, our priorities here are
just about as yong as they can be. And that $l4-million-plus which

damage, caused mainly by
we are going to have to spend to repair/our previous patchy-patchy

flood control work will agein be wasted unless we do better work this
time around. Goodnight,



) ~ The Politics of Confrontation:
11 Z Some Warning Notes
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
September 24, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: At this time on Wednesday of last week I warned that
"There are signs that unless we are very cereful, we may be in for
yet another round of the kind of negative and destructive pertisan
politics which has so badly hurt Jeamaica's best interests in recent
yeers", Well, the events of this past weekend have confirmed my
warning, We are now firmly into a new round of the polities of
confrobtation, and no matter what the ultimete outcome, Jomaica is
bound to be hurt and damaged while the cqnipontationtlasgg:'ﬂhe

LA KLQ_( as &) 'F.‘ -3 Q-}M/\” St N“T story
first signs of it were there over the weekend. There was the scare /

about tourism which the President :?;Jamaica Hotel and Tourist
Association, MNr., Gilbert Byles, has described as totally false., But
still the reports persist, quoting unidentified sources, And one of
the troubles with unidentified sources is that you cennot check them
to find out whether they really said what they asre supposed to have
said, Under normal circumstances, in a non-confrontationist situation
where 8 degree of trust exists that we will all behave with reasonable
honour and honesty the tendency is to accept the truth of what we are
told and to find some sort of excuse for the anonymity. But in our

of the one enemies
present climate of the politics{ savaging of/mamhxmikex by fair meens
or foul means, everything is suspect, everything is questioned. So
who ere those who deny Mr, Byles' statement of lest night? Do they
really exist? And the sad thing about tourist scare stories is the

fact that tourism is such a sensitive and panic prone business, It is

not difficult to frighten tourists awaye Almost any idiot can do it
But when it is done all Jemaica suffers, and especially the workers



who depend on tourism for their living. And this, I think, brings
one of moral
us to/the grestest of 211 the/dangers to come out of the politics
of confrontation: and that is the assumption that all means justify
what lie you tell or
the ends, that it does not metter/what damage you do or whom you
hurt er what you destroy, so long as you win, This was once a charge
levelled almost exclusively against that Soviet brand of communism
against
practised by Jospph Stalin and/ky the Nazi and Fascist dictatorships
of Hitler and Mussolini. Today some of those of us here in Jamaica
same
who shout loudest about freedom and democracy are using these/morally
dirty
nntexakis methods of all means justfying the ends. And so that
sordid and ugly and nasty and degrading esdvertisement is possible,
there is no way that
The trouble is that/fax our brand of Parlismentary democracy can
survive, once we take this direction. Think it out for yourself,
At the heart of our system is the assumption that we all want the
system to continue and that no matter how hard we fight or how much
we disagree we will not do anything to upset or undermine the system
itself. And that being so, we all voluntarily submit to certain
and conditions v
rules/and certain limitations, And one of the limitations is that
those who lose an election will not do anything to make it impossible
for those who win to carry on the business of government untia it is
time for new elections., And the reason is simple: if one side makes

it impossible for the other to govern, then the other, when it becomes

end will
the opposition, can/do the same and then our system of government
to work it

will become totally impossible/and we will have to %%gpg%! And this,
ea

it seems to me, is, right now, the single greatest/éﬂi@&! we and
the

our democracy face. Confrontation, escalated to £ mmxxaim level
all present

where/tk& means justify the end, is bound to destroy our/democratic
system., If we do not want that to happen then we had better be °F
our guard, Goodnight



1) The Referendum Squabble ends
y 2) Free Speech and Diplomacy
CJ,/<’ 3) Who Speaks for Jemaica?

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For brosdcast on Friday
September 21, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It looks as though we may have a chance to dry out

over this weekend; which is very good and very weicome, It was

wonderful to go out early this morning and feel the sun on one's

body and to look up at clear blue skies with only a touch of snowy

white here and there., snd the Blue Mountains were realy}y blue in

first cleer cloudlesg?{ight of day this morning. We tend to take

something like

all this for grented most of the time: ard then we are hit by/the

bad weather of these past ten days. Andé when it passes we realise,

often with a hint of wonder, just how beautiful and caressingly

warmimg and comfortable Jemaica is most of the time, just how good

it is to be alive in Jemeica. In my youth 2nd young manhood I wanderec

gcross half the world and I found no other plsce like this. And still

we heve our problems and our troubles end our political warfare

which continues tc escalate , though in a rather unexpected form

this time around. The little squabble - as it has turned out to be -

over the type of voting in next year's refermndum on the Constitution

seems to have died down as quickly as it has flered up., And just as

well, There was clearly no need for the flare-up in the first instence
think we

andjl/must insist that all future points of misunderstanding, con-

fusion, changing of minds, clarification or what you will,be dealt

with at the level of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Constitution

al and Electoral Reform and thet anything that needs to be made

public is made public through thet Committee or by way of Parliement,’
That is the best way to ensure that the Electoral and Constitutional



Reform process is not sidetracked or stalled or sabotaged or recin-
verted inte the party political football it has been for so long.

So watch this one closely and you will soon see who is serious about
it all 2rnd who wents to play politice with it, Another issue tv watch
with great cere is the war of hot words now going on between the
Daily Gleaner and its friends and supporters on the one hand and the
Cuban Embassy on the other., This one seems to have &ll the makings
of a long and susteained campaign, end if it is, then it is going to

be important for us to try and keep our ccol and not be confused or
panicked by any torrent of hot words. So let us try and put the whole
thing in context by pesing some basic questions, First, I do not
think any fair and reascnable person will argue that, putting it very
mildly, thkR Gleaner publications havggzxercised their right and freedo
to ssy whatever they wanted to about Cuba and Cubans. And this, as
you know, has been going on{foi>aszﬁ?&}3ng time: they have said
exactly what they wanted to say/wnen they wanted to say it. So
question one is: D¢ the Cubans have any right to reply to the things
that have been said about them? Or are they supposed just to take the
licks and to say nothing? At this level it is a gquestion of wihether
freedom of speech measns one side doces 21l the»cuﬁéiag and bad-mouthing
while the other side must take it all in silence° And if you bring the
bu81nessli£_%iyloggcy 12fo\2?£im§?in you have to think in terms of

all of us observ1ng the correct and proper behaviour laid down by the

Here again, it is not a one-way street with one

les of di 1 4 > 2w txm® Txx%
rules o plomacy,/¥Exzzanx xxzxxxuxgg sgﬁ§m§gr¥n §ux¥nxt xthe

side observing the rules while the other side/is free to do whatever

it likes, And this is so whether you like or disliie the diplomats

involved, whether you love them and their countries or whether you

hate them. And, lest we forget, under our system only the duly elected

Government of Jemaica speaks ;for Jeamaiea: nobody else does - no matter
how self-important. Remember&%his as the hot words fly, Goodnight,



\} v A Time for Tjought: A Time to Reason

|
NEWS COMMEN TARY

For brosdcast on Wednesday
September 19, 1979, 6.10p.m

unless we are very cereful,
Good evening: There are signsxamesxmaxe that/we may be in for yet

ano ther round of the kind of negative and destructive pertisan
politics which has so badly hurt Jamaica's best interest in recent
yeers, /nd I am not thinking now of the stepped-up psrty political
activity which is inevitable as electionmxaxpxaaghtime draws near;
that is pert and parcel of our political system and we have to put
up with it as best we can, What I am thinking sbout is the national
mood and the political climate which £re created by the manner in
whicg;deal with some of the most sensitive issues in the society.
Teke the issue of Constitutional and electorel reform. Heving got
as fer as we have with this, do we really now went to stall or side-
track the whole exercise by taking it back onto the point-scoring
perty political pletform? I think most Jamaicans would say no. And
yet that denger now exists, unless our political leaders pause and
think carefully of just where their often intemperste language would
lead, What is for sure is that once the argument about the so-called
'free' ballot versus the so-called 'tied' ballot in next year's

of the bipartisan committee
referendum is moved from the discussion room/toagge political platform
the whole process is in trouble. The big point/{éuhot whe ther you
believe in this or that type of ballot 0but whether you follow the

laid-down and agreed-on procedures to heve that pcint discussed,
examined and, perhaps, agreed‘on. Ang bypassing of this proper

procedure is wrong, no matter from what quarter it comes. And you do

not correct one wrong by committing another. So, please, let this
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matter be trashed out at the level of the joint Parliamentary
Committee where it properly belongs, and not by way of party
political propaganda. There reslly is no need to slow-down the
constitutional and electoral reform process in order to resolve
certain
this uatter. And I am reessonably/smxe that the joint Perliasmentary
work out mechanicisms to
Committee will/ensure that esch Jemaican voter really votes according
to his or her conscience on all the issues. There reeifly is no need
for perty politicking on this one. So hush the hot words and get on
with the Jjob please. One of the problems with hot words is that
they tend to inflame passions reather than to encourage thought and
reason, ’nd the Prime Minister's speech to the Non-Aligned Conference
in Havana has provoked the kind of reaction in some quarters which
has resulted in the hot words coming hard and fast. And yet, you
know, if you go back over the record you will see that this so-called
'new foreign policy direction' about which hot words are now flying
all over the place is the same basic poliey which this government has
been persuing for many years. You will, for instence, find the
outlines/nis well a8 some considePable detail of this foreign policy
in Ministry Pspem No. 40 entitled Relations Within the Hemisphere,
No. 41 'Jemsica and the Commonweslth', No. 42,'Relations with the
Third World' and No. 43 entitled 'Foreign Eccnomic Policy'; all of
which were tabled $n Parlisment on July 30, 1974. And there is
nothing in any of those Ministry Papers or in the speeches made at
the United Nations or on other international platforms by any of
the official spokesmen of this government which goes against or is
at varience with anything the Prime Minister seid at Hevana., This is _
fact which has nothing to do with whether you approve or disapprove
of what he said i

. And sober thought and reason, es opposed to/prope-

ganda, demand that we set even our quarrels in 2 context of factual
concern for what is truly the public good. Goodnight.
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2) IMF Report: Gloomy Prospects

p%;?/ ﬂ) 1) PNP Conference: Return of D.K, Duncan
|

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
September 17, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The highpoint of this past wet weekend here at home
was, of course, the annuasl conference of the People's National Perty
which, for all practical purposes confirmed the return of Dr, D.K.
Duncan to the key post General Secretery of the perty. And Nr., P.Jd.
Pgtterson's warm public endorsement of the return of Duncan puts
generated mainly by forces outside the PNP,
paid to the hopes,ffxthammxmaimtyxeximxmaiiyxgenexxteixfaszes that the
return of Duncan would split the party. The hope had been that the
so-celled '‘moderstes' in the PNP would leed a movement of revolt
against the Duncen cendidacy and that the fear of a split would
result in the so-called 'radicals' either dropping or deferring the
Duncan cendidacy., After all, £ somewhet similar tactic had forced
the resignation of Duncan before; and a more subtle and complicated
variation of this seme tactic many years earlier had led to the
purgiyg of the 'Four Hs' from the perty during the leadership of
Norman Manley. But things were different this time eround, mainly,
I suspect,because of the very high degree of pflitical maturity end
politicel sophistication of the overwhelming majority of Jamaicans,
in and out of our political parties., Most Jemeicans sre no longer
frightened
frighténkdd by idees or labels; and most Jameican, today, see through
attempts to meanipulate them. What is more to the point is whether
the PNP has lesrnt the lesson of its 1976 mistake of merging the
then perty secretariat so closely with the Ministry of Mobilisation
as to almost meke them indistinguishable, This, I thought, was' at

the heart of the meny problems which were exploitéd by Duncan's

)
enemies and which ultimately forced his resignation, Under our;perty
political system the reletions between the perty which wins an electio
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end the government which it then forms ere much more complex and
delicate then are the reiations between governments and parties in
one-party states, For instence, our present Jamaicang Constitution
the existence of, § our
does not even recognise/or meke mention of/political parties, They
if our politicians want
are not at all constitutional entities; sp/imxaxdmx to give our
political perties some sort of legel authority then the present
constitutional reform exercise should deal with this metter as well,
Til1l this is done the separation between party and government must
be sharp end clear, And the most importent weekend item on the world
scene was the release in Washington yesterday of the Annual Report
of the International Mometary Fund - the IMF- for 1978, It paints
e gloomy picture of the whole world - rich and poor countries alike,
the big as well as the small, the highly developed as well as the
underdeveloped -~ being in the grips of an economic crisis to which
no end seems in sight, &nd for the first time, to my knowledge at
least, thé IMF does not sound as though it has or knows the answers
to all the world problems: there seems to be a hint of doubt within
the IMF itself that the traditional IMF solutions will solve the
world's problems this time around, But it has no othe:%olutions S0
it urges the governments of the world to persist. And:forAcountries
like Jemaica the IMF forecast is for further serious deterioration
in the baslance of payments position. And this of course means that
and all the foreign exchange thiefing
unless we really cut out all the waste/thet is still taking place
in spite of ell our bawling, life is going to get even rougher and
herder, We have talked for years about idle hands and idle lands:
when do we bring them together to drastically cut the food we import?

When do we,xxmp public and private sector alike, stop talking and

politicing around production and réally produce the things we need
2 ) b CVS‘ G);\_ \)(,( -LUJ\M ;

ﬁf%euuv , v \ |
to eat or wear or export? Even the IMF{ 8 fecing the moment of trutp:
%hen will Jemaica do so? G6odnight. N\ )
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For broadcast on Friday

September 14, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: However you care to interpret or to restate that
disturbing piece of financial news which was first carried on this
station last night, it still ha adds up to a danger signal that we

had all better think through very carefully. The news, you may remembe
was that the government had been in discussions with some of the

North American banks to whom we owe roughly $450-million, in order to
examine the possibility of re~financing and getting additional
standby credit<to the tune of $200-million, and that nothing ha d

come of this., So, however you interpret it, the fact is that we did
not succeed in persuading those banks to agree to the refinancing
and/or the esdditional standby. And this, unless we can tap some other
loan sources, must mean thataiiiﬁizght foreign exchange position is
going to get even tighter, So where do we go from here? It seems to
me thgt when & person or a family or a business or a country reaches
the point of paying more than one quarter of the income from a
particular enterprise just to service debts, not to pay them off,

then that person or family or business or country had better stop and
ask some very serious questions, And that is the situation with our
foreign ezxchange earnings, our foreign borrowings and our debt servici-
ng costs. And this, lest we forget, is a problem that goes back a

very long way., From way back before indpendence Jemeaicans have consumed

more foreign exchange than they have earned, even in the boom years of

world- trade. For instance the Economic Survey for 1959 talks of the

economic recovery of the manufacturing countries and the greatly

increased trade between those countries, And Jemaica, please note,
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in the boom year 1959, spent £68.6-million on imports and earned
£46-million on its exports, In other words, we spent &£22,6-million
more foreign exchange than we earned., And in each of the years
before 1959 the pattern is the same: we spent more foreign exchange

spent and still
than we earned . And the more that we/spend all added up, over the
years, to meke the external debt on which we now have to pay more
than a quarter of every dollar we earn or borrow from overseas just
to service that growing external cebt. But let us note that while
the external debt grew by tens of millions of pounds between the
1950s and the 19608 it grew by hundreds of millions c¢f dollers in
197Cs. So what we coulgffggda society, between tne 1950s and the
1960s is very different in both quelity and quantity from what we
can afford today. And if you want to see how easily and neatly and
tidily a national budget of £42.,7-million can be balanced then look
at the diagrem on page 71l of the Economic Survey for 1961, Some of
the figures will meke your flesh crawl, And one of the things today's
Jamaica cannot afford and has to review urgently, is the type of
screw—-drivering productive
ERyEiopmEntxandxmanxfrztuxing enterprises which are net consumers of
vest amounts of foeeign exchange. When we are told that a particular

for example

sector like, say manufecturing{ creates 100,000 jobs, I think it is

reasonable to ask: at what cost in foreign exchange? And what foreign

,if any, rigorouéseparating
exchange/does it bring in? And I think the/wemsgimgxamx of the truly
enterprises selfish and

productive/with foreign exchange eerning cepacity from the/self-serving

net consumers of foreign exchange is long overdue. A relatively smell
_ disproportionately
handful of Jamaicans have traditionslly consumed 2 BisprapipXEsEsly

largégshare of Jamaica's foreign exchange, whether earned or borrowed,

than can be justified on grounds of national economic betterment,

o be sure, these people have bettered themselves; but they have
Eeggared the nation., This, however, is only one aspect of our acute
foreign exchange crisis which no emount of borrowing will solve,We'll
look at some of the other asnects next week, Goodnight,
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For boradcast on Wednesday
September 12, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Frederic is now a full-blown and violent hurricane
with raging winds of more than 130 miles an hour, and earlier today
it was threatening the Mississippi-Louisiana-Alabama coastline on
the Gulff of Mexico. The fear is that Frederic could do the kind of
damage there that David did in the Ceribbean., And yet when it passed
near Jamaica it was a comparatively mild tropical storm with winds
of less than 50 miles an hour. And if you consider the kind of wet
weather we have had over the past 24 hours, and the flooding and the
the suffering of
dislozation that ceme with it, it is not hard to imagéne/the people
of those Gulf Coast states on which Hurricane Frederic is now
social
advancing. Here at home, one of the most depressing/xkimgs aspects
of this kina of weather, for me at least, is the knowledge that so
much ¢of our very scarce national resources are going to have to be
after the rain
spent on cleening up and repairing and patching{ I have talk of this
before so I will not labour the point too much, But, you know, the
hundreds of thousands of dollars, perhaps adding up to millions,
which are going to have to be spent on road and gully and drainage
repairs, would not have needed to be spent if the roads and gullies
and drainage systems had been built properly and to withstand this

kind of weather in the first instance. That money could then have

been used to maske more school places for our children, or more

training centres for our young people, or to create more job opportun-

ities for some of our school leavers, Instead, each year, that money



has to be spent on patching up the same roads and gullies and drains
which were
saxxkizk patched up last year, and the year before, and the year
before for as far back as you care to go. And this, in a developmental
seBBe, is a wasteing of naiional resources and a key reason for our
still being underdeveloped, We re-1lly must tackle this problem seriod§
Next, on the African peclitical scene the death of Angolan President
Agostinho Neto is 2 seriocus setback for the overall Southern African
stlruggle. Angola is in the frontline of the struggle against South
African raecism; and you may remember that it was after the white
militery
South African/invasion of Angola in 1975, and the CIA-sponsored
Holden Roberto's attack from Zaire, that Neto asked, end received
milidayyhelp from Cuba, It was with this assistance that Neto's
forces were able to drive back the South Africans, drive Roberto
and backed

back into Zaire and defeat the South-African armed/forces of Jones
Savimbi. Without the help of ihe Cubans Neto's people just would not
have been ahle to sucecessfully fight the war on three fronts, By
winning that war the Scuthern African geopolitical power picture was

and in favour of the freedom strugglas
changed radieally against the forces of white racism/in both South
Africa and Rhodesia, The current London conference on khodesia as
well as developments on Nemibia were all profoundly influenced by
Neto's victory in Angola., And this is why Cuba has been so passion-

and bitterly

ately/denounced for going to the helip of Angola. Wilklout that help
Angolé would have been turned into a puppet regime of South Africa,
and white South Africa andl white LKhodesia would have been that much
more secure, but the enemies of Angola are still there and they may
well see the death of Neto as an opportunity to try again, That is
the great denger. How the leadership left behind by Agostinho Neto
faces up to that denger and to the challeRgas_of nation-buildingis

g matter of profound concern to Garvey's people everywhere.
Goodnighto
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1) A Wet But Safe Weekend
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““NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
September 10, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: It was a wet but reasonably safe weekend for us here
in Jemaica. The remains of tropicel storm Frederick, like Hurricane
David, gave us a very wide berth in the end: for which we are all
thankful, Reports are that Frederick will gain strength as itg enters
the Gulf of Mexico, and that if that happens, it could still do grave
demage to the lands border the Gulf. And on the electricity front
things were rather better than we had any right to expect; there were
no power cuts and I understand/xgzrsoldiers gave a very welcome
helping hand with that urgent welding job., So it would seem that
all the nasty ones notwithstanding somebody up there is watching over
us and protecting us from some of the wilder ravages of the elements.
The importent thihg is for us to do better &t helping ourselves if
we expect the Lord to g0 on helping us, And talkihg about helping our-
selves, I thought the Press Association of Jemaica made a very valid
point in thet part of its latest statement dealing with the starving
of Guyana's 'Mirror' newspeper of newsprint: the point was that when
our own 'Beacon' newspaper in lMontego Bay had similar newsprint
difficulties nobody caeme forward to offer any help or any relief or
any token gift of newsprint., The guestion is: Why? DPlease don't get
me wrong, I am not against the help that is lLeing given to the
'Mirror' newspaper: all I am asking is why the 'Beacon' did not
qualify for similar help? What is the measurihg rod? What the yardsticl

al
On wider regional and internation fuatter s, the weekend also saw the



ending of the very successful 6th Summit meeting of the Non-Aligned
Movement, This time around Cuba was the main target for attack in
the massive orchestrated effort to disrupt, discredit, or in any other
divide and

way/weaken the movement. If you care to check back on the record of
these non-aligned meeting over the years you will find that this is
how it has been at each Summit, And this is of course one of the main
reasons why the Third World is pressing so determinddly for a new
information order which would reduce and, ultimately, put an end to

Western news manipulation and
the/sXax%img service monopoly which makes possible the kind of/mm-

presented
shaeked slanted and distorted reporting which/saw all the most serious
problems and concerns of the Third World as mere extensions of the
pover play between fThe United States and the Soviet Union: to them
all
we are/just pawns and ciphers im their big game; we are not people
who judged and decided issues for ourselves and in our own interests,
And this is the essence of the neo-colonialism of the Western media;
comes to reslly
untid the West/understamd this issue it will not really understand why
it was singled out for such special condemnation at Havana, or why,
all its
despite/assistance, it is so distrusted by most of the Third World.
So the charge about the 2,000-3,000 Soviet Gubat troops in Cuba was
countered with: what about the 2,200 U.3. combat troops who are also
in their case

stationed in Cuba, and/against the wishes of the Cuban government?
What about neticnel sovereignty? The right to decide who does or does
not come into your country? Increasingly, with each Non-Aligned Summit
the issues them selves, rather than doctored or slanted reporting of
them, will decide the crucial matter of trust between the Third World

and the West. Another aspect of this will come out in the latest

U

tic Front ;_does‘not trust the British.en% n to stop the fighting during
the talks; so the proposed new constitu ggn is being negotiated by men
who are still at war. Goodnight

6onferenc _oqﬁRhodesia which opened in London earlier today. The Patrio
NAMIS|



13 A Weekend of Power Cuts
. W P 0 2)Soviet-Iroops in Cube —Celd War Polities?

A\ 3) Rhodesia =~ Preparing for the Conference

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broedcast on Friday
September 7, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: All the indications are that all of Jamaica is in for
a weekend of power cuts, The Jamaica Public Service Company's
maintenance workers at the 0ld Harbour plant, or the meajority of them,
are not back on the job, in spite of xkas Wednesday's resumption
order from the Industrial Disputes ITribunal, My information is that
most of the T70-o0dd 0ld Harbour plant maintenance workers did in faet
turn out this morning; but they were stopped at the gate of the work
and threats
place by the bad-mouthing/of a handful who were determined that there
maintenance
shall be no resumption, And so only some ten/workers finally got in
to the plant, And this number is just not enough to do the work that
needs to be done on the four boilers in order to bring any one of them
into service. And my understanding is that one of the boilers could
have been brought into service after just a few hours of welding,
But one of the problems is that no outside firm is going to send its
welders into a place where there is industrial trouble., So, for
this weekend, all four of the power generating units of the 01ld Hgrbour
plant will be completely out of action; and for all practical :
purposes the 0ld Harbour power plant is shut down, Hhis is what
some eight workers have been able to achieve by defying the order of
by defying
the Industrial Tribunal,/the weak-kneed leadership of their unions,
and by intimidating the majority of their fellow workers, And let me
say straight out that the one group I sympathise with most in this

whole sorry mess are the majority of those maintenance workers who
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turned out at the plent end who were then bullied into turning away
again, It is all very well for the rest of us to talk about putting
the publiec interest first and showing responsibility, The fact is
among the best workers
that it is something of a2 binding article of faith/in the labour
movement that workers do not eross a picket line, And the natural
and logieval assumption is that when picket lines are drawn they are
drawn by order of the union celling the paerticular strike, If the
union or unions involved have nct called a strike, or if, after
having called it, they have called it off in order to facilitate
negotiations, it is the responsibility of those unions and their
leaders to see that the picket lines are removed and the workers are
ordered to resume, Did the unions involved in the 01ld Harbour issue
follow any of these correct procedures? As far as I have been able
to find out they have not. They were not there to defend the workers
they repreeent from the abuse of the minority; they were not there
to lead them into the plent. If the union leaders had been there,
if they had discherged their responsibility to both their members and
to the wider society, 1 am convinced that/zggiél would have been a
full resumption &t 0ld Herbour by now, The problem here, it seems to
me, was a straight lack of courage and leadership on the part of thoses
urion leeders involved. And this serves nobody's interests: not those
of trade unionism; not those of the majority of workers involved; not
those of the society as a whole. And so the nation find itself in
the very precatious position this weekend of having only half its
normal electriecity cepacity., If the Hunts Bay plant can continue at
its present capacity then the best we can hope for is to go on having
the present three-hourly load-shedding., But if anything does go wrong
at Hunts Bay, if there is a major breakdown, thenC is nation will be

I C /
plunged into arh izzoxer a minor dispute,; the arrogance of a handful
e ¢

of bullies an'/ k of courage of trade union leaders. Goodnight



1) Non-Aligned Conference at Mid-point
;5\ 2) Economic & Social Survey: Some Key Points
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
September 5, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good eveningz' The lon-Aligned Summit in Havane is now halfway through
its weeklong deliberations -~ and still there is no signezg of any
roaring crack or thundering split in the movement. Castro has spoken,
end Tito has spoken, and there were no flashes of verbal and ideologict
thunder end lightning. What ceme through instead, for me at least,
was the contrast in style and mood and expectation between the old
revolutionary and the young: the old one was a tired old titan who
hed fought long and herd and who had gone just about as far as he
can, Now it was time to hand over to younger hands and there was
anxiety to ensure thet the younger ones do not betray the trust; and
so there was the reminder of where the movement had come from and a
quiet appealing statement of how the mkxsf very tired old titan would
like to see it proceed. But the o0ld dislectician knows, bétter than
decide or
most, that no one generstion of men have any right to/define for
another generation of men how they should see their world or how
they should conduct their struggles and their relations with each
other and with their world., This is something each generation decides
for itself; and Tito knows it, The most that any old"éeneration can
hope for end strive for is to carry out its tasks so well that the
succeeding generation will want to and will be able to build on it,
adapting eand adjusting it to the needs of the new times and the new
generation, And it seems to me, and Tito's quiet low~key speech
confirms me in this view, that the most important non-hard-news
event of this conference is this overall transfer of the leadership

1

and, thereforeof the shaping of the future of the Non-Aligned Move-
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ment from one genération to the next, from the old to the new. And
I think it is beceuse the enemies of the Non-Aligned Movement knew
that thei:/n:;; big hope of successfully discrediting the non-aligned
movement or of bringing it into doubt and disrepute, was to try and
cause some sort of breach between the one generation and the other;
to, if you like, break the succession and therefore the continuity and
thus beinx able to say
kyxgaying it is no longer the same movement ©becoyse it has been
captured by the communists. And one of the ironies of this effort is:
how do you explain away the fact that Tito and Castro are both
communists, in precisely the same way thet the Soviet and Chinese
Governments are both communist governments? Tito's communism did not
prevent him being non-aligned - with a merkedly anti-Soviet tilt. Why
should anybody's pro-Soviet or pro-Chinese or pro-American tilt mmke
them any less non-aligned? And let us repeat again and again that
non-alignment is by definition concerned with the self-interest of
rights and indepedence
the non-aligned: those who help and support us and respect our/pasxtis
are our friends. Those who try to carry us down ang7manipulate us and
to exploit us, are not. This is what the new generation of non-aligned
leaders will carry forward from Havena in a wokld which is radically
different f#om the one in which Hahru, Nesser, Nkrumah and Tito founde
the movement, And finally and briefly, a few figures out ff the just
released Economic and Social Survey for 1978 to illustrate what Mr.
Menley was talking about when he told the Havana Summit yesterday
that the "current disarray in the glo¥al economic system is a mani-
festation of the crisis in Kle capitalist economic system". For

every $100 that Jemaica earns from its exports of goods and services

5/SB§s°fn%3°r¥e§;Q9Qng the cost

of our foreign debts., This is what you call the 'debt trap': end |
nearly ell Third World countries, as well as some bigger ones, are in

B Boa B iheids

85.1% which is a little more than $2
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NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Mondey
September 3, 1979, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: All Jemaica must be relieved that Hurricane Deavid
passed us by; and our concern and compassion and help must go out
to those who were‘lesa fortunate. Some reports would suggest that
by the time the final count of the death and destruction caused by
Hurricane David is completed the death-toll could stand somewhere
near 1,000, and the destruction to agriculture and property is
likely to run into the hundreds of millions of dollars, We have
had a chance to get some idea off the havoc caused in tiny Dominicaj;
but the shock reports of over 600 people being killéd in the
Dominican Republic is mind-boggling. This is the kind of death-toll
you think abgigmgnyi fierce one-day encounter between relatively
evenly matched military forces., For a storm to do this kind of
killing in a few hours 1t has to be truly terrible. And it ié with
2 mixture of relief and concern for other likely victims that we
moves out of the Caribbean
listen while Hurricane David/kmatzxxitseifxamxx and, we hope, out
of existence., Looking back on last Friday's preparations against the
likelihood of the storm getting closer to Jamaica than it eventually
did, two points of concern struck me. The first was how very difficu
it was to reach most of the top officisls and bureaucrats from whom
the €ommunity had a right to expect information end guidance., Fer

too many of these officials were in seminars or meetings which could

not be interrupted, at a time when they should have been most

accessible to the public in general and to the media. The great and
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honourable exception was the Ministry of National Security, and

where the Minister himself was one of the most easily reached

people. Leét we forget let us repeat that the first business of

good government is to be attentive and responsive to the needs and

concerns of the people., And the second point of concern was that

it waié;eFriday afternoon when it still seemed possible that David

might sideswipe us. And late Friday afternoon, as you know, is the

weekend

last time you can do/shopping in most hardwere places. You cannot

get nails and landéemss and boerd on a Saturday morning, And yet

late on Friday afternoon there wes no hint that it might be urgent

to lay in stock these items where needed., We were lucky and David

veered away: but it is dangerous to push our luck. Perhaps that is

what happened in the Domimican Republic. We must be better prepared

by those whose responsibility it is: and seminars and meetings which -

cannot be disturbed are not necessarily the best way at all times to

look after the interests of the people., So do better next time, please

And one of the points of relief is that Hurricane David did 29:21ng
wRX

to disrup® or dislocate this week's Non-Aligned Summit Qﬂﬁgﬁﬁ‘l&n
which .

/you will hear a2 great more during the course of this week, I think

the wishful predictions of the collaspe of non-alignment are premature
British
Anéd I think, too, that the predictions that the/T.U.C. conference

which opened in Blackpool earlier today, will seek to confront Mrs,
Tory
Thatcher's/government, are fad@e. British Labour's plan is to allow

the tories to fail all by themselves so that they, and not the Britist
labour movement, will have to take the blame when the British economy

siénks deeper into trouble in the not too distant future. And here at
Police

home thet reportedly wide-ranging speech of the Commissioner of »yEExml

raises the very important question: Do the police administer justicep

or de our Courts?, This is a critical question if the rule of law
is to continue to prevail in Jamaica, Goodnight.
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“NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
August 31, 1979’ 6.10p.m

Good evening:
That terrible brute of a storm, Hurricane David, is now in our part

of the Caribbean and this coming weekend looks like at the very
very

least being a/wet one for us. There is, of course, the remote
possibility of some dramatic change - it could, for instance, break

up or be greatly weakened if it crossed the mountains of Hispaniola,

6r hover back and forth to thenorth of us,
or it could turn north through the Windward Passagesg/which, you may

for two o€ three days in October 1963.
remember is what Hurricane Flora did/xsngRiyxRReutxRxiRIeRXYLRXBXRER>

But while we must hope and pray for some such dramatic change to

minimise the threat and danger to Jamaica, we must also make all 5
the preparations we can in c¢ase there is no such dramatic change, E
You know the o0ld saying that the Lord helps those who help themselves,
Both of this morning's news papers set out very clearly the saféty
megsures and precautions that we should all take to ensure the least :
possible damage and loss if this hurricane should come at or near

us, So pleese check those lists of precautions very carefully and

then make th preparations they suggest, and, above all, observe é
I sincerely hope I am wrong, but
those safety rules they set out./ Amgxktxxzxaxxtimsmxkikexthzss

even if David were to pass 100 miles from us I do not see how we

can avoid being hit by gale force winds and very heavy rain., So
a disaster
please be prepared. It is better to be prepared for/smmmtkimg that

dones not happen than to be unprepared and to be hit by disaster.

And it is at times like these, when danger threatens, that we need

K viplves
to remind ourselves of some of the great strengthS/ and / inner

L <
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reserves of the Jamaican people. The wax/i;m:ogzggge:scarry on,
usually for partisan political gain or tﬁ?igtgzn financial and
economic control, you would not believe that most Jamaicans are
decent and upright and honourable people. The fact is that they
just truths
are., So let us list/a few simple self-evident/fmExs which do not
make the headlines or even the middle 'filler' stories, The over-
whelming majority of Jemaicans are honest: they do not steal from
each other or from those who employ them. The owveewiBlming majority
of Jamaicans are peaceful: they do not murder or maim or rape and
rob each other, The overhhelming majority of Jamaicans are law- k@
abiding which is why you have hundreds of villages up ad down this {
country where the peace is kept and differences and disagreements
are settled without bloodletting even though there are no police
stations within miles, The overwhelming majority of Jemaicans live
in harmony with their neighbours and give a helping hand to each
other in times of trouble and misfortune. I could go on and on with
this sort of list, and 8o could you if you set your mind to it. And
it is because of these truths, which
amaxafxtheximpariantixwaysxinxnkizk we all really know, that the
overwvhelming majarity of Jamaicans cen stand up to disaster and
survive, A really weak and worthless people, a people who are all
either fools or dupes or rogues or thieves would break and fall
apart in the face of disaster., And this is now how it is with the
overwhelming majority of Jamaicans; and you know it and I know it.
What some'ﬁédts have done, anggsgry stridently in the recent past,
r both to us and the wider world
has been to hold up and to project/the very small minority of ugly
and nasty and worthless people in this society as though they were

representative of all Jemaica and all Jamaicans, This is pert of
what is known as psychological warfare to undermine self-confidence.

Well, the overwhelming majori of Jamai have every reason to be
self-confident. They are % gog% and %%ce% %nd honoyrabg people,

Goodnight,



74 The Non-Aligned Movement:
L_V (A A Perspective

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
August 29, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: First reports have started coming in from the Non-
Aligned Conference which is now gathering momentum in Havana, Cuba.

And, predictably, these reports tend to dwell on the differences,
on
actual and potential,and/the likely clashes and explosions which

are expected to take place. And, if you go by the Western wmixx
news agency
reports, and especially the/wire reports, then the most important

clash of all is likely to be between forces led by Yugodidavia's
pro-Soviet

President Tito who will resist a/take-over bid of the movement led

by Cuba's President Castro. This, with respect, is to rather

trivialise an important movement and some of the very important matter

its representatives will try to grapple with at their meetings. So it

might be useful for us to try and see the Non-Aligned Movement in
caught up or

perspective so as not to get too/confused by some of the attempts to
make

/fax us to see it in the narrow 'cold war' terms of Western interests

set against Soviet interests and vice-versa. The cold fact is that
the Non-Aligned Movement is by its very nature a repudiation of the
notion that all the rest of the world is there for the sole purpose
of being the running-dog or the lick-spittle or the satellite of
this ér that great power, or this or that great power grouping., Just
consider its founding fathers: Jawaharlal Nehru, the great social
democrat; Gsmal Nasser, the great Islamic socialist; Kwame Nkrumah,
the great Pan-African; and Josip Broz Tito the great and independent
communist, The ideological diversity was there from the very start

of the movement way back in September of 1961, Each of these four
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men saw their world from the perspectives shaped by their experiences
and the needs of their societies in their times, Central to Tito's
perspective was his, at the time daring, defiance of Joseph Stalin's
insitssdénnee on casting all communists and communist parties in a
mould decreed by the Soviet Union; Nehru's perspective was fashioned
by the needs and struggles of the Indian sub-continent under the
British Raj; Nkrumah's by a passionate Pan-African Garveyism; and
Nasser's by an equally passionate Pan-Arabism. And being strong men
each wanted the movement they founded to see the world through his
perspective, And non-alignment was not, for any one of them, the

and its allies
so-called even-handed balance as between the Soviet Union/and the

and its allies
United States/that some latter-day propagandists would have us believe
The non-aligned movement, non-alignment, was always partisan on
behalf of its own interests, as those interests were seen., And of
course there were always differences in how those interests were agE;
seen, For instance, in South-East Asia countries like Indonesia,
Malaysia, Thailand and the Philippines tend to tilt their non-align-
the West and

ment toward/capitalism, partyy because of their depndence on the
multinationals; others tilt toward the Sioviet Union or China, This is
how it has always been., And one of the big points about the non-
aligned movement is that no great power, East or West, has any direct
say in its deliberations, They all try to influence, of course, but
from outside, And the other big point about the non-aligned movement

any
is that nobody has/veto power; not even the surviving founding

father. So when you hear and read some of the more startling reports
most of
out of Havana try to remember that this is how/the western press in

paerticular has always reported non-aligned meetings. And above all

remember that no matter in what direction who tilts at any given

moment +the basic &oncerns of the movement are with 1ts own 1nterests,

the interests of its
Peo not those of either Ruséia
o Mrans s @ Al d SW g flh;: or China



g s 1) Those NAJASO Speeches: Publish Them
/] 2; lne_Polltch of Accountabillty

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

August 27, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: From all accounts I have received the highpoint of

the news nere at home over this pest weekend was the frank and

honest talking-out of some of our key political problems by tae

Prime Minister and the Secretary of the Jemaica Labour Party at

th-t banquet in Ochos Rios of the American-based Netional Assceciaticn

of Jemaican znd Supportive Orgfanisations, So fer we have only had

brief summaries of what was szid., Eut even these suggest thet much

of what was said went beyond the routine party political postures

of which so meny of ue are so¢ tired. 1f this is so then it might

be a useful public service for either o¢or both of our newspapers or
ns

the API to published the full texts of the speeches and the resolutic

8 which were passed, 1 think moest of us would want to read for our-

selves and Jjudge for ourselves the relative merits of what was said.

and decide
There are times when it is important for people to judge/for them-
entire

selves on the basis of the/contents of/thxxxxnix metter instead of

having that matter fiitexs® sifted and filtered and rearranged for

thexr by somecne else who may or mey not bring his or her own biases

and how and
end prejudices to bear on what is presented and/what is left out.
From 211 I heerd of what wes ssid at Ochos Rios and in the interest
the screaming end shouting of

of putting a demper on/some of the more violent political partisans,

this might be 2 good case for unedited publicetion, And, still

talking about the sifting end filtering of things, there‘is one

add Electoral itseems to me
aspect of the present Constitutionsl/reform proposals whicn/we

need to think a little more about than we now seem to do: and that
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ies the question: "Does this propesal enlarge or reduce the ultimate
power of control of the people over whoever has tc carry ocut this
particular ﬁhing?" Wherever that power of the pecple is enlerged
democracy is enlerged; wherever it is reduced democracy is reduced,
I have =ziready told you thet eny executive president whe is chosen
directly by the people is bound to he more sensitive to the wishes
of +the people than one who is chosen by Parliement or k; some
directly
electoral college; in the first case he will depend/on the peorle for
hieg power; in the second case it will be more importsnt for him to
pleese or aprease some perliement or electeral ecllege. So please
be on guasrd ageinst any prorosel which woulq/ggge filte%ing speciel
group between you end those who ere supposed to exercise power on
your behalf., I an frenkly egeinst the giving of any kind of serious
constitutionally emtrepnched and un-challengeable power to anybody
who ie not esccountable to the Jemaican people by way of the electoral
process, I think we do not even want to give Parliiament that power,
for a day may come when a wicked Parlisment may want to pe%etuate
itself in power. And the people must always have the power to say no
to thet: Or to say no to any ceﬁmonial or executive President who
may wvent to veto something which may be in the national interest but
not tb the liking of some powerful special interest group. So please
out that no who are not
watch/muxxfexxamy special filtering groups/kmimgxsEtxmg accountable
to you, either directly or through youvr elected represenatives, are
given sweeping constitutional powers,-We are not dealing with
personalities and their integrity; we are not even dealing with just

what the politieal perties sre asgreed on. We are dealing with the

guidebook to the continuing freedom, and the enlarging end protecting
of the freedom of all the Jemaicen people foF 28 far into the future

as we can see in our limited and fallible human judgement., Which is
the people must have the power to correct any mistake ggegh?ag%.
ls) £
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J 2) The Sanctity & Inviolability of Human Life
JTL/? Q 3) Do Pedestrisns & Animals Have Road Rights?
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
August 24, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The only resson why we did not have massive electrical
power cuts on Tuesday was becesuse twelve men derided to keep the one
unit still in service going at 0ld Herbour; and the only reason why
we did not heve massive power cuts or a shutdown on Wednesday or
yesterday or earlier today was because these same twelve men had
kept that one generastor going. And it is because these twelve men
considerable
heve been at the job for up to 36 hours and more, in the face of/
strains and presures, that we have so far had the light and power
to keep our manufacturing and business activity and home appliances
going without too much dislocation., I think it is important for us
to pause and think about this fact. We are very good when it comes
tc finding fault; and we do not hestitate to point the finger of
some of us) especially
bleme or to denounce; end/wx are/quick tofdeplore the selfishness
and indiscipline of Jemaican workers, Let us now be just as quick
to recognise and pay tribute to service which put the public interest
first., Without going into the rights and wrongs of an issu hn which
the laid down conciliation processes had not yet been exhaus&ed, and
in which strike action was therefore not yet called for, I think
Jemaica should salute the high social responsibility of those
twelve workers who kept the 0ld Harbour power going; I think we
should preise them and thank them very warmly. And let us hope the

other workers learn from their example.

Next, murder, cold-blooded and brutal murder, for whatever reason,
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is always ugly end distressing and deeply damaging to the moral
and spiritual health of the society. Any society in which the life
, any citizen,

of a citigen/can be snuffed out with the premeditated casualness
which seems to have been thebzase ;zsterdajiggzgg, I think, to
examine itself very critically. If seems to me that every member of
this society needs to ask himself or herself: Do I, de we, as a socie%
really believe in the sanctity and in the inviolability of all human’
life? And if the answer is 'yes', then how do we express that
belief? Do we put the same value on the life of some nameless Ghettoe
youth, or some lumpen unemployable? As we do on the life of some

, 2 . and dangerous
highly respected and socially useful citizen? The really dread/thing
is that if the nameless ghetto youth &nd the lumpen unemployable
believe, or are led to believe, fhat the society places a lower
value on their lives ti:n;ggethe lives of the so-called top rankin,
then the act of/gggucing of the value placed on the lives of the top

If my life is worthless then all life is worthless,

rankin becomes a tragic assertion of equal humaznity./And in that
context the taking of life becomes cheap and easual, How we as a
society deal with this one is going to require very much more than
just tough repressive measures, Somehow we are going to have to
rediscover and re-educate ourselves to the sanctity and inviolability
of all human life, not just some. And finelly a question provoked by
what seems a tendency to cast pedestrians and animals in the role of
villains, Jemeica is the only place I know where & 'pedestrian
collides with a car or truck'; everywhere else cars or trucks kncok
down pedestrians; or where animals are blamed when speeding motorists
hit them. The guestion is: do pedestrians, especially children and

old people, heve any rights at all on our roads? And what of the

.poor animals, the so-celled 'dumb things'® 1S this part of our

present confusion about the sanctity of life? Goodnight,



NS 1) Jemeican Politics: Iull before the Storm?
5;%*//' 2) A New Pactor in the Middle Esst Power Game
//559/ g 3) The Drawback of Anonjmity

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
Aaugust 22, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: There is & sudden rather strange and uneasy calm on
the Jemaican political scene. It is a little bit like a boxing matech
knocking out
in which the chellenger has punched himself out without/ Exmppirx
the chempion and is now waiting a little anxiously for the counter-
attack, Those who have been doing all the verbal punching and
pushing and shoving seem suddenly on the defensive, ready to cry
foul, snd protesting that fighting is not really a good or patriotic
thing after all. It is an interesting spectatcle to watch. The
question is: Does it mean that the wilder among the more fanatic of
political
our partisan/activists have finally come to their senses and are
now going to give Jemaieca a chance to get on with the hard job of
producing for survival? Or is it just a tactical retreat to regroup
eand get ready for the next round of attack? My own guess, and I would
very much like to be proved wrong, is that it is just a tactical
retreat. Still using the boxing simile: when a boxer has been throwin
his punches with little or no retaliation, there is a tendency to
get careless and cokky and to show-off and to drop/;nﬁis guard, If
he is then staggered and almost floored by a couple of jolting left
hooks to the stomach he will panic and cover up and retreat and cry
low blow, I think we are seeing something like this going on right
now, And I think that if this uneas??iﬁ shettered by a new and
intensified round of party political cut-and-thrust then those who
are good at licking had better be just as good at taking their licks.

7

The indications are that fipom here on we are not going to see one Sld
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doing all the licking while the other side does all the taking,
And hitting out and then bawling *'foul' when somebody hits back is
a rather cheap way of seeking special treatment. And freedom of
expression, which includes freedom of political debate, discussion
and the exchange of invective, is not the special preserve of any
one single groupagg/g::ty or%{agl;eor medium, We are either all
entitled to it or it is?meaningleg?udind it is this knowledge thet
those in the public domain whom we attack have the right to attack
back which should ensure that when we do attack it is on solid and
responsible grounds., And the freedom to express our views and our
opinions id, of course, one of the key ways in which we try,xm as
individuals,
infinenes or political parties, or special interest groups, to
influence the thinking of our fellow citizens, ﬁggyoften who says
a thing is almost as important as what is said, If we know a person
to be a liar or the twister of facts to suit some special interest
then we put a certain weight on anything that person says, If we
know a person to be honest and straightforward then we put a certain
weight oh anyﬁ@ing that person says, If we know a personto be
especially knowledgeable on a certain matter then we putg certain

on that matter, /
weight on what that person says{ But when we do not know who is
supposed to be saying something the tendency is to question the point
and/giigzieof what is being said and to question why that person hides
his or her identity. This is the main drawback to the whole business
of enonymity and the difficulty wighg anonymous brains. And finally
and briefly, the Middle East politics of Arab-IsraelI?z'-ziations has
taken a dramatic new twist with the leaders of America's moughly

25-million blecks siding with the Andrew Young position that like the
Jews the Pslestinians also have a2 right to exist and to de consulted

in the determining of their future. So now the black vote joins oil
as & crucial factors in U.S. Middle East politics, Goodnight

R g " o P e R T e Sy LY



Electoral Reform: Who Elects?
Who Stands for Election?

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
Mugust 20, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Prime Minister Manley yesterdey told a political
audience that he expects the talks between the Government and the
Opposition on Constitutional reform to lead to a national concensus

80 thﬁi when a referendum on the matter is held next year both parties
will ask their supporters to vote yes, 1This is a good thing. The one

point of concern is that by the time both of our two major parties

have agreed on the reform package and are ready to present it to us
further

for discussion, it may be too late for any important/changes to be

suggested, It seems to me important that we should all do everything

we can to avoid this: and one way is for all of us to start from

now talking about the changes prople at the grassroots want to see

in any new constitution. Seo please use tﬁi}égll-im programmes and

the letters-to-the-editor columns to say what you want to have added

or subtracted from the present Constitution or what you want changed.,

For myself I am not at all happy about those sections of the present

Constitution dealing with who is entitled to be an elector, and there-

fore to be elected to Jamaica's Parliament, The basic requirement

right now is that a persom must be & citizen of Jamaiea 1resident in

Jamaica at the date of registration; or a Gommonwealth citizen resident

in Jamaica at the date of registration and who hes been so0 resident

for at leest a year before the date of registration., There are of

course the other stipulations like the person must not be insane, a

bankrupt and so forth, And I personally see nothing wrong with this

as a condition for voting in Jamaican elections. But I do see a great
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basic
deal to be gquestioned in having these same/qualifications for

people who went to stand for elections, Under the present set-up
it i» possible for somebody who holds both Jamaican and British
citizenship, or Jsmaican and Canadian citizenship or Jamaican and
a form of American citizenship, to be elected to ocur Parliement.
And, as you know, anybody who is elected to the Jamaican Parliament
can, technically, become Jemaica's Prime Minister, And so it is
possible for us to have a Jamaican Prime Minister who is a British
citizen or a Canadian citizen or who is 2 holder of an American Green
Card., And such a person, at the very least, is likely to be
ambivalent when any really tough choice or issue comes up. In any
case, it makes nonsense of our talk of national sovereignty to have
as elected representatives people with split nationalities and
loyalties, and with one suitcase always ready and packed for a quick
getaway if things go wrong. So I, for one, would like to see that
those who offer themselves for election to be our national leaders
be required to express their commtiment to Jamaica and their confidené
in Jemaica by not having or by renouncing dual citizenship or dual
whenever they decide to stand
residence/amxsxsmiinx for elective office. This would not take away
e single right of the ordinary Jemaican voter; it would simply impose
a reasonable responsibility on those who want to exercise political
power. And this is the way to begin to put an end to the political
the maked power-hungry and / Joyalty interests
adventurism of/those whose first/zommtimext is to/ss¢hhr than the
kE¥dex Jemaican national intereste It is really very simple: if you
political Jemaica
want to exercise[power in/and on behelf of Jemaicans, cut-off your
other interests; if those interests are more important then do not
seekKpolitical power in Jemaica, I think this piece of electoral and
is essentied fecanse it
Constitutional reforngoes to the heart of who exercises power and

and in whose interest., Goodnight.



92nd Anniversary of Garvey's Birth:
Gervey's People Embattled

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
August 17, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Today, August 17th, marks an important date - and
one which will grow in importance with time - in the history of
Jamaica, For this is the date on which Marcus Garvey was born 92
years ago right here in Jamaica. And the mass rally which takes
place at the Mico College in less than an hour from now, and at
which the Prime Minister is to report on the Commonwealth Conference,
is to commemorate the anniversary of the birth of Marcus Gervey and
to pay homage to the work of this first of Jamaica's National Heroes,
So, looking back over the years between Gervey's birth and Garvey's
death, and to the years between, and the years after, we ask the
question: How4£:24Garvey's people fared? What have they achieved,
what have they failed to achieve? On the political front Garvey's
people have achieved much, When he began his work more than fifty
years ago the only two independent states on the African Coniinent
were Egypt and Ethiopia: and at that time both denied being black
nations, There was Liberia, too, which was nominally an independent
state; but she was really an economic colony of the Firestone compaeny.
Sxmzexxtken Today all of Africa, except for its southern tip, is
independent and in the political control of the blacks, Garvey's
people. And to day Dthiopiaf and Egypt and Liberia are proud to
identify themselves as part offi the Orggnisation of African Unity.

And at the head of most of these black African states are people

who were strongly influenced by the teachings and by theexample of
struggle and sacrfffce of Marcus Garvey. And in the Ceribbean too,



the transsiidon from colonial status to political independence is
almost complete. And here, too, the Gervey influence played a major
part.
pawexfux. So, politically Gervey's people have done very well over
these past fifty odd years. They have done in a comparatively short
historical time span
time/what it took Europe a century or more to do. Not because they
historic
are special or unique but because we are into a/period when the
processes of change are being accelerated and telescoped. And I think
we can éxpect this telescoping of change to be acce}fated even more
between now and the year 2000. So the managing and the directing of
that speeded-up process of change is going to become even more crucial
in the days ahead, because the key issue, this time, is not who will
control political power but who will control economic power. Already
have
some major battles in this new economic conflict/kax been engaged.
0il price
The energy crisis and the OPEC/pressures is one manifestation of this
economic power struggle at a crucial global level. And one question
behind it is whether one-fifth or one-sixth of the world's population
is entitled, as of right, to consume three-quarter's of the world's
energy; while four-fifths of mankind must be satisfied with just one
quarter, And when you view it at the local level it is the same
question of whether all or most of the available goodies whether in
serve the interests of
energy or foreign exchange pp special concessions should go to/a small
the interests
minority or/of the wider community. And who makes, and who enforces
these decisions, is what the new struggle for economic control is
all about., If Gervey's people understand this, they wil#understand
why some of their political leaders are being subjected to the ugly
abusive nastiness they now get from certain quarters; and they will

understand why people like Dr, Hedley Brown, the Trade Administrator,
is being sneered at, maligned, abused and jeered at in hopes of

undermining thekrr confidence and driving them from office. They did
it to Garvey too, It is all part of Garvey's people&strugglg;yht-



Energy & the Economics of Survival

NEWS COMMENTARY

For brosdcast on Wednesday

August 15, 1979, 6€.10p.m

Good evening: There are those among us who, for reasons of their
own, would have us believe that nowhere else in the world are
things as bad as they are in Jamaica, These are the ones who are for-
ever selling Jamsica short; who are forever trying to undermine
Jemaican self-confidence; who are forever trying to promote the
neo—coloninlist/gzzi:ik that the only way out of our difficulties and
the only hope for any sort of decent future is by being somebody else’
dependant satellite. But every now and then some piece of hafh
information pops up which drematically gives the lie to this brand of
propaganda, For instance, it has come out recens®ly thet even under
our present hardships the quality of life in Jemaica is better than
in most other Third World countries and even compares favourably with
some metropolitan ecountries. Some of you may recall Prime Minister
Manley in hggjgsgget speech quoting from & World Benk Survey which
made precisely this point. And the World Bank, let us remember, is

no propagendea arm of either the government of Jamaica or the People's
National Pearty. And the World Bank figures tell us that with all its
problems Jemaica is still very much better off than most other Third
World countries, 1o say this, and to know this, is not to make light
of our problems or to try and excuse our failures, it is simply to
try and see ourselves and ocur problems in balanced perspective; to

see things as they really are rather than &s the propagandists of

one side or the other try to con us into seeing them. And, you know,

when you know how things really are» 8rd when you know that the main

reason for things being as they are, is not becasuse of some wickedness
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or lack of judgsement or inability to choose wisely on your part,
it does make a difference: it makes a difference to the way you look
at your problems, the way you understand them, and the spirit in whick
you handle them, And, most important of all, it helps you to get rid
of that self-doubt and self-contempt which are the two most crippling
enemies of true self-reliance and true independence, And these, right
true self-reliance

now,/aXEXIREXLRX and a true spirit of independence, are the two
qualities we need almost more than any foreign loans, 1 am sure you
have heard it said, and it is generally accepted by her friends and
foes alike, that Israel is perhaps the most efficient, hard-working
and best run of the smaller states in the world. You also know that
israel is getting American government aid on & scale no single other
countr;;;ets. And then there is the economic assistance lsrael

And she is only now in process of giving
receives from world Jewry./ kEiXyxsEzmxiimgximxiasixweeEkisxissmsxsfbac
the Sinai oilwells which she
XImEXMagazingxisrzaixnanxias seized from Egypt and which she has been
pumping for her own benefit all this time. Well, according to last
week's Time Magazine, this same Israel is now in phe grips of an 80%
inflation rate which they say is likely to go up to over 100% by the
end of this yeer; Israel, they say, has a balance of payments deficit
of nearly $4,000-million, and her totali foreign debt now stands at
$13,000-mililion., And there are many other countries, big and small,
with roughly similar economic indicators. The point is/ﬁgittnere is no
need for us to make our very real problems more difficult by spreading
ckippling self-doubt, The tasks ahead are going to be hard enough with-
out that, no matter who governs. And, no matter who governs, the way

out of this economic crisis both for us and for the wider world, is

going tc be long and painful add will transform our world. The real
question, the real political issue of the time, is in whose interest
that long struggle will be waged and who will be the main ebemficiarie:

of that trassformed world. It is at this point that domestic
politics and economics all meet, and all touch our lives, Good%ggﬁgfgn



1) Electorsl & Constitution Keform:
Systems & People

2) School Uniforms

3) Notes on International Scene

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
August 13, 1979, €.10p.m

Good evening: We start the week's comments with a quick look back

at one or two of the high points of last week's pasaage of the

Interim Electoral Reform Act by the Jemsican Perliamenéf, First there
wes the harmonious spirit of the debate end the apparent goodwill from
all sides. Suddenly, these people all behaved like Jermaicans who

Ak PV
ut Jemeaica's interests first, And scme of these were the scme
p (

people wﬁﬁlggtT?;reatened war and confrontation and all sorts of

eruptions of the society. Question: Wrere they being sincere now,

in their show of geoodwill and harmony, cr when they were threatening

fire eand brimstone? It is elmest impossible to answer this sort of

question: but it is importent to ask it, and to think about it. And

then there is the thought that if these leaders can work as peacefully

and harmoniously with each other, can crack a joke with each other

and take & drink with each other, why should not their followers do

the seme, You do not hear or r-ad of the leaders mashing each other

up or shooting each other up; so why should the followers do it.

And when you think of the substence of what they have agreed on it

does look like an improvement on the present system. But it is not

foolproof because there is nothing devised by man that man cennot

manipulate. So\I/fhink it would be a mistake for the electorate of

this country to&;e led into thinking that we now have a perfect system
s no matter how good,

which cannot be corrupted: all systems/can be corrupted; and the best

way to safeguard against corruption is to devise as good a system as

you can and for the people themselves then to act as the guardians
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and protectors of that system. I think that the ultimate responsibilit
for phe protecting of the integrity of & good electoral system must
axze be in the hands of the people, ©So anyone who has any veto
power over critical aspects of the operating of our electoral system
must be subject to the will of the Jamaican pecople. It is not too
early to start thinking and talking very seriously about these things
the majority of Jamaicans, the wider community,
if/wm are determined to ensure that 'power for the people' is more
than just a political slogan. Next, I see that the Joint Committee
for Women's Rights has communicated with the Ministry of Education
about the vexed question of school uniforms.Rfx¥xgixiz I really do
not see any reason why we cannot have just one national school uniform
for boys and one national school uniform for girls throughout Jamaica,
You could have the present khaki for boys and you could have a blouse
and skirt for girls, And to distinguish one school from another you
can have either a school badge or a school pin or school colours.
School colours which can be easily pinned on or removed strike me
as the most economic form of school identification. Anyway, let us
hope that those concerned with education work out something much less
costly than the wide variety of uniforms our schools, especially for
girls, now require, And finally some notes on the international scene.
Things seem to be hottinzyagain in the lMiiddle East with Israel accusin
the U.S., of 'tilting' in favour of the Arabs and Egypt calling for
Soviet involvement in the peece process, The cold fact is the American
have little option but to 'tilt'/%h;%t:i; to ensure the continued flow
of Arab oil; but I doubt that the Soviet Union will want to pull
Egypt8s chestnuts out of the fire for herg So Egypt is going to have
to make her peace with the other Arab states, if she can, without any

Soviet help. And the British Government is now trying to persuade
South Africa to endorse the new proposals on Rhodesia, If South Africa

refuses there will be a new and deeper crisis situation, Goodnight.



Electoral & Constitutional Reform:
The First Steps; The fundamental Issue

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
August 10, 1979, 6.10p.m

The Jemaican
Good evening: /Psrliament this week pessed an Interim Electoral

Reform Act which should finally %xak& put an end to the long and
wasteful and often shoddy party-political point-scoring wrangle

which passed for public debate on electorel reform. This ssme end,
which was schieved this week, could have been arrived at a year or
more ago. +he trouble was that some of our politicians were much

more interested in squeezing every last inch of propaganda mileage
out of the issue than they were in arriving at an acceptable solution.
Piease don't get me wrong. There is nothing wrong with squeezing all
the propaganda advantage you cag;:ﬁt of a touchy and sensitive issue.
That is what our brgnd eof competitive perty politics is all about.
But competitive party politics is not the central reason for our
system of Parlismentary democracy or even its main justification.

And one of the causes for some of/zii recent ugliness and nastiness
in Jemaican politics has been the seeing, or apparent seeing, or
pretend seeing, of competitive party politics as the primary and
central point of cur democrgcy. And tie result of this has been

the extreme political tribalism which would tear down the society
itself if that were the only way to come out on top in the competitive
party political power game., And so, even though we all agree on
electoral reform, or on any other issue for that matter, we squeeze

it and squeeze it until we can squeeze it no more, snd then, perhaps,

we say allright and then go on to the next thing that can be squuezed.
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And there will always be something to squeeze, no metter what the
circumstances, no metter who is in power. The real danger in =axx
competitive party polities carried to this extreme is that it usually
ends up making parliementaryqdemocracy impossible. And parliamentary
democrecy, let us ’ e fe s i8 not there primarily to serve the
interests of the political parties or the people who lead them.
Parliementery democracy, let us never forget, is there to serve the
interests of the people, to ensure that the interests of the people
parliementary democracy is there
get pride of plsce; and, sbove 211,/to ensure that when the people
ere nct satisfied with those whom they hsve put intc power, they cen
remove them end put others in their place; and when they are satisfied
they cen confirm them in power. /nd this power of the people to hire
or to fire those who govern on their behalf, this power to elect/zzi
reject, must always be at the heart of any exercise on electoral
or constitutional reform. So it seems to me that a key thing the
Jzmeican people must alweys be on the alert for is whether what is
being done in the name of electoral or constitutional reform, adds
to the‘power of control or takes away from their power of control.
So look closely for this behind all the complex and fancy formulations,
Does it inecrease your control or reduce your control over those who
make decisions on your behalf. And the basis of your control is your
power to elect or reject. And if the political parties and the
politiciens themselves are not sensitive, or become insensitive, to
what you want or do not want, have you given them the kind of power
to set up structures and institutions which can go against your wishes"

For instance, if we are to have a President with executive powers, I

would want such a President to be directly accountable to the people;

gc I would want him to be elect®d directly by the pecple. If some groug
&rke an electoral college chose him he would ajy think of

that group. To put the people first he must be tﬁgseEQXQ &% the people
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1) Rhodesia: What Prospects
2) M'Bow on Press Freedom

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For brosdevast on Wednesday

on Rhodesia
Good evening: While the breakthrough/achieved at the just ended

Commonwealth Conference must be welcomed, it would be wise for all
of us to take careful note of Prime Minister Manley's statement
setting out the very resl limitations of what the conference has
six~point
actually accomplished. The Confererce achieved & broad/agreement
on how Britain should proceed from here on to try and resolve the
Rhodesian problem. Britain is to call a new constitutional conference
of all the perties, including the Patriotic Front, the Frontline
States and the present Mugzorewa administration; and the hope is
that out of this conference will come agreement on a new constitution
to replace the present Ian Smith face-card thing, new elections,
the end to the fighting and the lifting of economic sanctions and
the acceptance of a truly free Zimbabwe as a member of the Common-
wealth and the world community. This is the broad outline on which
the Commonwealth leaders agreed, But it is important to note that
neither the Patriotic Front nor the Muzorewa people took any part
in arriving at this agreement. Only Britain, as the responsible
colonial power for Rhodesia, is committed to this, So what happens
if =xxthker Muzorewa, egged on by Ian Smith and South Africa, were to
decide to defy the British colonial authority? After all, that is
what Ian Smith's rebel regime did and got away with for all these
years, Wiall Mrs., Thatcher's Conservatives be any more prepared to

impose #his solution on Rhodesia than previous British governments,

both Labour and Conservative, were? And on the other side of the



coin, what happens if Mugabe and Nkomo, the leaders of the Patriotic
Front were to decide not to sit down at such a confeeence with their
enemies? They have fought the war to this peoint; outright military
victory is now much more of a possibility than ever before. So why,
after all they had suffered and endured, should they now sit down

to negotiate? And if they decided not to, would the Frontline States
withdraw their support and drive them out of the sanctuaries from
which they fight? And remember, some years back President Nyerere
persuaded them to scale down the fizhting because there was then hope
of a negotiated settlement; #Zhat settlement did not come about and
it took the Patriotic Front something like two years and heavy losses
before the will tc continue the fight was fully restored. So tue
Patriotic Front is not likely, this time around, to quickly léy down
arms on anybody's say-so. Then there is Britain's position too. Mrs,
Thatcher may have a rougher time getting approval for this plan from
her own Tory supporters than she had in the opening days at Lusaka,

A fundamental issue is the level of British and American investment
and th£?§:§zty of that investment, as well as of the strategically
importent Rhodesian chrome. 811 these are seen as safer under the
internal structure devised by Ien Smith than they are likely to be
under any genuinely black government which might include such radicals
as Mugabe and Nkomo. All of which mekes the prospects rather unsedtld

and uncertain, And finally and briefﬁ when UNESCO's Director-General
Dr, Amadou M'Bow

/ was here in April of this year he pointed out that in all of the

developed countries some of the news media was owned or controlled
by the government but nobody said there was a lack of press freedom

in those countries merely because of the fact of government ownership

or control. And he thought it was hypocracy and an attitudeﬁ@minisoent

of colonialism for the me tropalitan press and its asgents to criti
hird World countries for such ownerghipu Goodnigh% " N
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
August 6, 1979, 6,10p.m

Good evening: And a happy end peaceful Independence Day, It has
been 2 good weekend this far; the weather had been good; and the
children, especially, have been having a marvelous time., And it is
this matter of the growing involvement of the children in the
celebration of Independence, and the quality of that involvement,
which I personally find most heart-warming. In towns and villages
all over Jemaica the children now are at the centre of the celebratior
To be sure, the children were always part of these celebrations over
these past seventeen years, But they were not always at the centre,
And they were not always as relaxed and uninhibitedly themselves as
they are now. They were not always as sure of themselves as the;7:re.
When I watcgﬁgﬁnging their songs and whate they call 'doing their
thing' I see the beginning of the end of the self-doubt and the

sense of
sense of inferiority and the latent/self-contempt which are all part
of the colonial and racial heritage. And it is a very wweet and
rewarding =xxkt experience to be witness to theaégery important
cpanges of the spirit and of the mind. And seventéen years is not
too long a time to wait for this. So it is the children, singing and
dancing and showing off their skills at the Festival contests who
symbolise the true spirit of independence for me. And you know some thi

if you believe,as I do,that all real and lasting change takes place
in the mind and in the spirit in the first instance, then you will

agree with me that we have come a long way, baby. Today's children
who will be tomorrow's adults, are and will remein a much freer and
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respecting
more self-assured end more self-xzXxamnt group of men and women

than ever we were., It is there already; we see it in the way they
look at us, &t each other, at the world. Many of us are unsettled
end disturbed by this new awesreness of our young. They esre not afraid
of ideas, of unsettling questions. And they do not lonk outward, to
others in metrpolitan centres for either ideoclogicsl guidence or
approval or support. Everything, whether from Washington or Moscow
or London or Peking is examined snd judged on merit. And they will
not allow any so-ca2lled pundits to think for them or to tell them
what to think. That is the mood end spirit of our young én this
perhaps
seventeenth anniversary of Independence =/not as sharply focussed or
clearly stated, but there all the same, And this, I think, is some-
thing that today's adults, end the founding fathers of our independenc
can teke pride in. We must heve done somexk things right to produce
this breed of child. And it has taken us all of seventeen years to
come fully to the realisation of just how fragile political indepen-
dence cen be if it is not buttressed by a relatively strong economy.
We know now that not even the super-powers are really economically
self-sufficient. America's crippling dependence on OPEC oil and
Russia's equelly heavy dependence on Cenadian and American grain are
just two examples of economic inter-dependence, even at the level
economic
of the rich First World. The/problems of the Third World are made
worse by the fact that Third World economies have traditionally been
primerily
client economies, gesred/mamimkxy to serving the interests and the needs
of the metropolitan economies. That is what colonial d imperial-
o o face ﬁL/l&swuua
ism and neo-colonialism are all about. To re-order[these Third World

economies so that thﬁ/put the interests of the majority of the local

people first is proving & much more dificult task than was the winning

of politicel independence. And this is the chellenging task ahead.
Goodnight,
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Of Followers and Leaders

NEWS COENMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
Augus‘t 3, 19799 6olopcm

Good evening:  The start of the long Independence Weekend is a good
at
time for us to look/the relations between those who lead and those
who follow, between the leaders and the followers in the Jamaican
community. You know some of the old sayings about this business of
the leaders and the led. The sayings 'People get the government they
deserve' or'They are no better than their leader'’ are rough-and-ready
short-hand ways of pointing at some of the complexities of the
follow, This is
relationship between those who lead and those who/zxEximid. Faxxtks
zagex true of all forms of =mamimX organisation, whether religious,
social, political, cultural or economic: the inter-action between
the leaderg and the followers is complex, importsent and often
attitudes, patterns of reaction, and the
determines/tadtinddsmexafXwRatExexxantexpxIRExtkeyxaxe likely outcome
of the enterprise on which they may be engaged. For instance, it is
extremely difficult, if dot downright impossible, for anybody in
. national
today's Jamaica to become generally accepted as a/leader without
first being identified with some nationally accepted institution
within the society, A would-be church leader must be indentified
with some nationally accepted church; a would-be labour leader must
be identified with some nationslly accepted trade union; a would-be
identified
political leader must be/azzmxxmi with some nationally accepted
political party., Alternatively, the would-be leader has to undertake
the longtand painstaking task of creating a new institution and

keeping/ alive until it becomes nationally accepted. So, one way or
another, the would-be national leader has to work his or her passage,
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has to be seen to have served his or her apprenticeship, before the
followers will accept him or her, And this does tell us something

and important followers
interesting/about the leaders and the followers., Thef sang enthusiast

icelly 'We will follow Bustamante till we die' - and then at a later
Bustamante
stage they turned/kim out of office: the followers were in obwious
awe and boundless admiration of the intellectual brilliance and
personal integrity of Norman Manley who Bave shape and substance to
nationalist
their sense of/self-worth - and then they turned him out of office,
too., But in each case, when they turned out the one giant or the
other, they were sure of the alternative and of what the aaternative
meant for them, So, in the case of Jamaican politics at least, the
have
relations between the followers and the leaders/kmx kmam, generally
speaking, been dynamic and open-eyed. These were not, and still are
not,blind followers., They relish the scandal inherent in anopen
party political system. So when dirt came out about one party or the
sheer fun
other they enjoyed it doubly, first because of the/stuff of muckraking,
and second because they knew what was going on inside both parties;
and to know is to be in control, So those who shroud the seamy
behind a curtain of
goings-on within their own party/im secrecy while making public the
seamy goings-on within the othep party, may in fact be hurting their
own interests., For Jamaica's followers want to know all about those
who would lead them, warts and all. And if you have been watching
the evolution of the Jamaican political system and the evolution of
the relations between leaders and followers within that system over,
say, the last twenty to twenty-five years, you might well find that
politically, politically
the followers have changed more/and matured more/than have the leaders.
This is certainly what I have founde. At this moment, and intheir
contending
intuitive understanding of the/forces at work both in Jesmaica and the
wider world, the followers haxmxXittimxtaximaxm are ahead of their

leaders., And that's no bad thing for the future of our indpedence,
Goodnight.



/é, Commonwealth Conference Opens

//
NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Wednebdﬂj

fagust 1, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Commonweanlth Heads of Government Conference opened
in Iusaka, Zambia earlier today with all the tension and high drama
that had been anticipated; and there was one unexpected and dramatic
surprise as well., Yesterday, on the eve of the opening of the
conference, the government of Nigeria nationalisez}%ne holdings of
the giant British Petroleum o0il company in that country. And this
sent shock waves right through the Western world which had the

pound sterling dropping sharply on the world money markets, British
Petroleum is one of the sv-called Seven Sisters of the world's giant
0oil companies who still dominate the world oil husiness, despite
OPEC, And since British Fetroleum is the fiffh largest of these oil
giants, and since Nigeria is now the second laegest supplier of oil

o

to the United States, the possiblie comnsequences of this nationalisat-
k. Aoysd To Nallzv
ion of British Petroleum holdingstoaiﬁ be worldwide, me¥re than just
a Commonwealth matter, So why did Nigeria take this drastic step on
the eve of the Commowealth Conference? VWas it to signal a warning
her efforts
to Britain to back off from/xszsxuiximg atxtxx to gain support for
the recogmitiion of the Muzorewa puppet regime? I do not think this
is likely. After all, lMrs. Thatcher's government had already indicated
an acceptance, however reluctantly, of the fact of majority Common-
from
wealth opposition. The Tories (with gentle but firpy prodding/kx the
Cartwidminﬁstration as well) have said thev will insist on changes

in the LRhodesian Constitution which would make it more acceptable

to black interests., So Nigeria's earlier quiet dimplomatic signals to
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Washington and London had already done the job of blocking quick
recognition for Muzorewa. But I think there is little doub3f that

the timing of the takeover was related to the opening of the conferenc
in Mey of this year
Reports are thet/a South African oil tanker was permitted by British
enter
Petroleum to/2 Nigerian port to take up Nigerian oil for South Africa.

This would be a logical and understandable reason for the Nigerian

ection. But so far the Nigerians have given no official reason for
the action; and while a British Government statement rejects the
reasons given for the nationslisation, it too does not make public
those rcasons.for myself, I am inclined to/ think that the Nigerian
action should be seen in terms of the wider Southern African conflict
involving Famibia and racist South Afriea itself, rather than in the
narrower terms of just this Conmonwealth Conference and Rhodesia,
heightened Pan-African orientation
Tis/has been a very noticeable snd growing trend in lihe way Nigeria
is using its o0il wealth as &n instrument of its fereign poliey. But
then, an earlier genexation of Nigeriasn political leaders were among
the Pioneers of Pan-Africanism. The rest of the conference events,
for this opening day at least, are bound to be a little anti-climatic
after the Nigeriam firewarks. But already there agéﬁggdications that
spirit of
the/compromise and accommodation on which the British parliamentary
system is based is at werk. President Nyerere has approved of Mrs,
Thatcher opening speech; the Iron Lady has promised reason and
consultation; Kaunda has urged no quittings because of differences
(after all, he said, the Bommonwealth is no longer Britaiﬁ5property);
and so the prospects of the loudly proclaimed 'Showdown in Lusaka'

are rather slim. As long as each of the member states has more to

gain from membership than they can by going it alone, the Commonwealth

will continue. And in sfigieat variety of wags, materisl and otherwise

they all still heve more to zain. Goodnight.



k4

1) The Commonwe=lth Conference
2) Energy: the moves towmdd rationing
3) Ideology: an after-thought

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
July 30, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: 1t was a peeceful weekend which sew the start of
the Netional Independence Week Celebrations which will reach their
climax on Independence Day, Mondasy August 6th. So Jameica moves on
to its 17th anniversary of Independence, still free, still open,
8till committed to Parliamentary democracy and -freedom of expression
and freedom of associstion and freedom O0f eonscience. Ean you
remember aggal{g% how often we were told these things were dead or
dying between the start of Independence Wgek last year and today?
Our basic institutions heve survived for yet another year the death
which some among us have wished for them so loudly. /nd the longer
they survive against tais type of onslaught, the stronger they
become. gg: denger ds that the sustained assault on these institution:
cen undermine confidence in them: we must be on guard against that.
seif-serving prophecies of
Another, and 4in some ways more worrying,danger is that because/x%xi=
/g:ggaizz and repeated until people shut them out, people may also
warnings of
dismiss/xaaixiaxyexs real dengers. This is a little like the joker
who shouts 'fire! fire!' when there is no fire; and when there is a
real fire his house burns down becsuse the neighbours do not believe
his ery. Still, for this week at least politics will have to take
second place to festival here in Jamaica., And that is no bad thing.
One ongoing preoccupation both here and abroad will of course be
petrol shortages,
with the energy crisis, All the indications are that/President Carter
and the OPEC pressures heve finally shaken the American people into

seeing that the energy crisis is real nothwithstanding the massive
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profits announced by the oil companies. So it looks as though the
Congress may yet reverse itself and give Mr. Carter those standpy
rationing pbwers and it elso looks as though they are taking his
long-term energy proposals seriously at last. And when the Americans
really put their minds to & ® technologicel problem of this kind
they usually overcome it. They showed this when they put men on the
moon ten yeers ago. Sp, whatever Mr., Carter's personal political fate,
ten years down the road America will most likely be energy self-
sufficient and perhaps an energy exporting couniry, because of the
decisions made by Carter lest week. We in  Jamaica may also be in a
rather different position ten years down the road if we find offshore
0cil. But between now and then we to0 are going to have follow the
conservation route with some form of rationing. The lsrgely public
relations conservation progremme we have conducted up to now seems to
me to have succeeded as far as dt can. People, especially the poor,
have cut down drastically on the use of oil-based energy. The new
phase now, it seems to'de, should be to work out patterns of priority
for business consumption of oil-based energy, with efficient foreign
allocetions,
exchange earners getting the highest/zximxity and the other sectors
receiving allocations in & descending order of priority. Inevitably,
there will be howls and protests but we asre going to have to cut our
cloth to suit our purses., In this context, lest we forget, ideas,
ideologies, concepts, blueprints??trovide frameworks for action., If
the action itself does not follow the ideology #&s worthless. And
finally abd briefly, the bommonwealth Conference which opens in
Lusaka on ned;jidayLia a stLdy in what/tiig fairly be described as an

almost irreconcilealble diversity of reces, religions, cultures,

political systems. ZIhe one thing that makes it all possible is the

business of compromise and accommodation on which the British
perliementary system is based: you cant heve one withg ehgther,

wnndn



1) rdditional School Places: Allocation for Teachers
2) Return J.A.S. to Ministry of Agriculture
c / ;7 3) Nen-Violence & Southern Africa
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NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
July 27, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The best news to come out of the very dismal and
depressing educational front this week is, firstly, today's publishing
of the nemes of the young pecple who have gained those restored
3,000 secondary school places; and secondly, yesterday's information
from the Jemeica Teachers' Association that there will be no cuts
by the Ministry of Education in the amount of money provided
specifically for teachers' pay. But we are not quite back to where
we were last year because the two-shift system has been scrapped
in some seventeen new secondary schools, reported because of poor
attendance, and this is a step backward. For myself, I would still
like to know why the society has Dbeen subjected to tgggg;:ild and
erratic moves from within the educationzl bureaucracy. A lisual past
complaint against the civil service bureaucracy has been the
difficulty politicians found, or claimed they found, in getting the
sluggish civil service machine to respond quickly to the changes
or innovations they wanted to make, In this instance, and with a
comparatively new Minister, the whole thing secms to have been

: of the kind
thrown into an uncharacteristic turmoil of sudden activity/that
seems hell-bent on shaking us all up, or else to self-destruct.
So what is really going on in that besitiful, spacious air-conditioned
edifice? The Jameican taxpayers have a right to know. And perhaps

it would be best for both agriculture and agricultural education in

Jamaica for the Jamaica School of Agricul ture to be again placed
under the Ministry of Agriculture under whose ggidance it has served
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When s new experiment does not
this country so well in the past./NEtxEXXXeRaNEEXIRXNEGESSARIXY
Z;ii@ it is wise to fall beck on the old tried and tested ways/ in
good time and before things fall apart; and our Ministry of Education
and its largely anonymous bureaucrats who make the day-to-day
decisions, seem not competent to oversee and guide the running of
this rather special agricultural school.
And on the economy Finsnce Minister Eric Bell gave a pointer of what
we ere up ageinst when he talked of a 'leakage' of foeerign exchange
eernings from tourism of some $35-million this year. Mr, Bell was
reported as saying that his own view was that the 'leakage' figure
was much higher - somewhere around $60-million, It does make economic
recovery that much more difficult when foreign-—exchange is plundered
on this scale. And the reco%é/gfflation which is now hitting the
United States is bound to have some spin-off effect on us, as indeed
it must on all America's trading partners, big or small. So the

energy
sooner we put real teeth into our/conservation efforts, and into
as possible

our efforts to produce as much/of the food we eat, the better will
we be able to sitand up to the new inflationary pressures which are
being let loose 2ll about us. And the West€ end of the island,
Jamaica's traditional food baesket, is not producing much this year
thanks to the flooding. We must make up for that or we will hurt.
And finally, the Reverend Jesse Jackson, a respefted black American
civil rights leader yesterday advised black South Africans to resist
Apartheid non-violently. If Mr. Jackson h=2d checked i¥ out he would
have found out that the blacks and the Indians had in fact tried that
route under the leadershlp of Manilel GhmdBi -~ son of the great

Mahatma. I was there. I saw young whites put on running shoes and

knuckle~dusters and take bets on who would knock out most passive

resisters and then line up and do it- We tried non-violence and it
was a joke to them. Goodnight.



lg Ideology, Production, Control
2) Yhat Is—Excess Profits?
3) Fre—Psiitics——ofEnersy

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broasdcast on VWednesday
July 25, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Administrative Staff College, which is the newly
created training centre for our senior civil servants, is presently
holding a seminar which is designed to expose these civil servants
to ideology and its impac%?and its relations to the various sectors
2f the Jamaicen society. And so you have such panel discussions as:
Ideology and the Public Service, Ideology and the Private Sector,
the word
Ideology and the State and so forth. And since/ideology has often
been used as a political cuss word in Jamaica, it might be helpful
for us to try and demystify it. Now, Webster's New Twentieth Century
which is American
Dictionary/gives four definitions of 'ideology'. 1l. The study of ideas
their nature and their source. 2. The theory that all ideas are
derived exclusively through sensation., 3. Thinking, speculating, or
theorising, especially when the theory or system of theories is
idealistic, abstract,idle, impractical, or far-fetched. 4. The
doctrines, opinions, or way of thinking of an individual, class etc.
The is the American definition of ideology. The British definition
which is a reasonably accurate reflection of the general ¥msx European
definition of ideology is given in the €oncise oxford Dietionary as:
'the science of ideas', Ideology, then, is quite sigipliythe study of
ideas, of all ideas, not just of one set of ideas, And énce you see

it in this light the word 'ideology' ceases to have sinister or

frightening implications because you see at once that all social

systems, all human organisation must be based on ideas and must there

fore have some ideological foundetion. This is as true of capitalir



sy

2

of imperialism, of colonialism and neo-colonialism, of racism as
it is of communism, of socialism, of social democracy, of liberalism,
All are based on ideas, all are ideologies. And, as the fourth
definition in Webster makes clear you have ways of thinking of
individuals and classes, and it is at this level that ideology can
and does become an instrument in the service of power. EKacism has
been used and is being used, with extreme refinement in places like
today's South Africa, but elsewhere too, as the ideological justi-
fication for the economic exploitation of one racial group by another,

coclonialism and
A by-product of/racism with which most of us are familiar throgkbutt
the Third World is the massive inferiority complex which makesfxwk
people doubt themselves and doubt their capacities to do things for
themselves without some sort of external guidance or approval. This
is no accident, no special weakness on our part. This is the result
of centuries of ideological indoctrination., It was the sheer power
of ideological indoctrination that made it possible as recently as
the 1950s for a young British District Commissioner in his middle
20s to almost single-handedly control an African area of several
thousand sguare miles and anywhere from 60,000 to 100,000 or more
humen beings. The idea of Bwana BEukwa - big kord - had been planted
deep. And it needed a deep and brutal inte;nal peychological revolt
to shake free of the hold of that idea, th;%;gggglogy of black
inferiority. The truth is that ideology is really 2all about us., We
use ideas to promote our own interests or to belittle those who
threaten our interests., In this sense even Jemaica's economic problems
are indeed ideological, I think we all know that if we all really

set our minds to it we could deal much more effectively with some of

our key problems. The big stumbling block i8: In whose interest is

the economy to be revived? Who is to be in control? Who the main
Ay * é Ay » - :
benaTisi?t 28 rh0%Y 17 Fi2aBi8cid8R12K4Ca1 Tub. So think it out



/ 1) JSA Closure
& 2) President Certer Under Fire
/7 3) The CAU & the Wire Services

¥ §
NEWS COMMEN TARY

For broadcast on Monday
July 23, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It has been a2 comparatively peaceful though wet
weekend here in Jamesica. We had the tragic crash of that cargo

plane carrying hatching eggs for Jamaica Broilers, in which two
people died; and we had the now sadly familiar gun-crimes and gun-
killings in reported shoot-outs between the police and criminal
elements. The flooding, following the heavy rain brought on by

that tropical depression, was not as bad as we had feared, and
damage, this time, was limited and lives were spared. So, al]l in

all, a comperatively peaceful Jemaican weekend for this time of year.
And one of the more welcome bits of news was the statement from the
Ministry of Educetion that there is no intention to close the Jamaica
School of Agriculture, The gquestion is: How did this notion of the
closing of the School of Agriculture get started in the first place?
Who started it? And why? Is it part of the propaganda of making sure
that there is always something for us to worry about, to be anxious
and concerned about? Far too many worrying things about education
are popping up in quick succession for us not to wonder wh&ther there
is some design to it. So please watch this closely. We have enough
real problems in education:mxxhkamx we do not need false and artificia
ones manufactured to 'erupt' things further. And on the political
front there has, on the whole, been less screaming and shouting and
cursing and tracing than Qi;;é%&y. To be sure there has been some
printed personal nastiness but this was minimal and most of our

politics this weekend had to do with ideas and issues; and this is
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good., Perhaps the message is finally getting through that most
persuasions,

Jamaicans, of all political/mmmpimxkmm are more than a little sick an:
tired of all the nastiness and all the short-changing of Jamaica

and Jamaicans which now passes for political debate. Let us hope it
has, And, ironatally, while the nastiness seem to be easinggp a
little here, there has been an almost brutal eruption of it against
President Carter in the United States. Following on last week's

some key sections of

events,/the American news media and some members of the American
Congress have gone as far as to question Mr. Carter's 'mental
stability'. They have suggested that fhe job of President is too
big for him and that the pressures of the job have caused him to

lose his balance. Some of you may remember the name of John Erlichmam
who, with H,R. Haldemann, made up the heart of the Nixon conspiracy

of suppression which led to the Watergate in vestigation and the
downfall of Richard Nixon. Well, the same Mr. Erlichmann is now a
radio commentator and he is one of journalistﬁi}pack now trying to
rip Mr. Carter apart. Bob Moore, another commentator, describes
Mr., Certer as now being 'a lame duck President'. And Geofrey St.
John, a notéhconservative Washington columnist, speculates on what
could hpppen to an /America led by an "erratic and unbalahced
Commander-in-Chief", How lr. Carter stands up to this kind of hammeri%i
is going to determine the fate of his 6-point plan as well as his own
political future. But what is forg sure, win or lose, is that xtkax the
national unity and the self-confidence Mr. Carter urged on the America
people is not going to be achieved by the brutal savaging of the
American President. Anfi further afield, after last week's ¥estern

wire news service reports out of Africa, it seemed as though we were

witnessing the collapse of African unity and the disintegration ofthe

OAU. But the news was misleading: for all the differences African
unity is real and the OAU lives on. Goodnight.,



l) The Coce-Cola Shutdown

2) An End to U.S. Consumerism?

3) Trouble at the QAU

4) Britain Again Rejects Death Penalty

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

July 20, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: In the old days of primitive industrial relations

when 'might was right' companies often shutdown rather than sccept

unionisation. Sometimes the ssme company would stay shutdown for

a few months and then re—open with either an entirely new work force

or else with amix of only the most acceptable of the old work force

diluted with new blood. Some times companies would shut down and

re-open under different names. And whsr:h; level of worker orgedis-

ation and trade union militancy made fthese kindsof moves impossible

companies often just shutdown and relocated elsewhere where the

work force was not as organised or militant. And ell this was of

course done in the interest of maximising profits and having as

trouble~free an operation &s possible. And every now and then, even

in today's comparatively sophisticated new industrial relations

climate, we are reminded of how it was in the old days. Jemaican

workers this week had a bitter reminder that the old days are not

completely ended when Coecs-Cola decided to pull out its bottling

operation in Jamaica and transfer the franchise./gi;l companies are

in business to make a profit; and some companies, especially trans-

national or multinational compenies, hesve very cleer and specific

ideas on what makes up a reasonable and acceptable level of profit

on investment. And usually profit targets are set for each branch

of a multi-national company; they do not usually use the high profits
low profitablity or

of a branch in one country to offset the/losses in another country.

Esrch branch must mske its own profits °F risk being closed or sold
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This is how it is, whether we like it or not; and the sooner we
really understand this the better will we be able to cope. And there
is no way of any group of workers knowing what is going on in any
cumpany/uzigzzh there is full disclosure, hinless the workers can
examine the books for themselves and so see for themselves what is
obviously
and what is not possible. It is/not in the workers' interest to
make demands which really cannot be met and which would lead to a
shutdown. But equally, it is not in their interest to take anybody
financial
else's mmyx= unchecked say-so about the/state of & company. They
have been decééved and lied to far too often for that. So let us hope
that out of the bitter Coca-Cola buminess will come a full realisatior
of the importaence of have the long-promised disclosure legislation.
Next, 2 couple of notes of economie interest to our local hard preseec
consumers. Among President Certer's Cabinet changes was the transfer
of Mr, G. Wiliiam Niller from the Chairmanship of the Federal Reserve
Board to being Secretary of the Treasury, which is the rough
equivalent of ourvFinance NinisteP. And the first thing the new
Treasury Secretsry called for was a shift by Americens from consumeric
to production an@ expansion. Sounds familier doesn't it? But how can
the world's largest snd most wasteful consumer of energy cut back on
energy consumption end still increase production? In Israel the price
of petrol has gone up to #2.50 US per gallon, which would make it
near on $4.50 a gallon by our money; and projections are of a
doubling of Isreel's inflation rate. And in Britain where domestic
gas has alweys been very cheap - I remember heating a flat foreg:i;e
evening, and cooking 2 meal, and having a hot bath in a very cold

winter, all for just one shilling - they have just decided to

increase the price of domestic gas by about 35%. It is cold comfort
but it is still a fact that the hard times are not only in Jamaica,

Goodnight.



1) Electoral Reform: Some Progress
2) A Cutback in Teachers?

3) The Carter Cabinet Resignations
4) Central America After Somoza

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
July 18, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The report that some progress has been made on the
electoral reform discussions between the Government and Opposition,
is very welcome. Not so welcome are the ongoing efforts by some
political activists to keep the political kettle at boiling point,
To say this is not to call for an end to vigorous discussion and
debate on the important issues of the day. It is simply to say that
most of us are more than a little tired of the personal tracing, and
rude and
the character asmimatiamsz assassinations, and the downright/vulgar
screaming and shouting and cursing which now pass for debate and
discussion. And, you know, if you really @elieve in freedom of
association then you do not denounce peopigﬁgecause of the company
they keep; if you really believe in freedom of expression then you
,or anybody else for that matter,
do not try to threaten or intimidate or bully journalists/who do not
say what you want them to say; and if you really believe in freedom
of conscience then you do not try to whip up hatred against people
whose views you disapprove of, and you do not try to suppress those
views, And, lest we forget, freedom of association, freedom of
expression and freedom of conscience are assured to every citizen of
Jamaica by the Constitution of Jemaica, Please bear this in mind
whenever the screaming and shouting gets to fever piich. Next, the
matter of education and the rights of our children. The Fundamental
Rights and Freedoms enshrined in the Jamaican Constitution do not

include the right of every children to free education. And that, I

think, is one of the major shortcomings of the present Constitution.



But twenty years ago, in 1959, we had the United Nations Declaration
of the Hights of the Child. And one of the things that Declaration
said, unconditionally and without any kind of strings was: "Every
Child has the right to free education", And twenty years laser, inthis
Intefnational Year of the Child, we in Jemaica hav:};%% yet affaxdad
provided every Jamaican child with that basic right. Precise figures
arc difficult to come by but estimates are that somewhere between
60% and T70% of our school-age population are in school. This means
that between 30% and 40% are not. And in this context that reported
circular from the Ministry of Education about the 'over-employment'
of teachers just does not make any kind of social sense. I sincerely
hope that our two teachers orgainsations will talk some sense into
the Ministry of Education and its officials before real damage is
done., The one economy Jamaicaf can afford least of all is to
economise at the expense of the education of our children. On the
Caribbean
wider/xk® scene the fall from power of Nicaraguan dictator Anastasio
Somoza is bound to create a completely new political climate in all
of Central America, Until yesterday Nicaragua, El Salvador, Honduras
and Guatamala were all rigid rightwing milisary dictatorships with
democratic facedes and strong support from rightwing groups in the
United States. They also had a military alliance known as the Counecil
for the Defence of Central America, and it was when the other members
of that Council refused - under U.S. prodding - to give him military
help that Somoza realised the game was up, And with the game up for
Somoza, the other rightwing dictatorships know that it is only a
matter of time before the same sort of movements develop against them.
And this time around neither the CIA nor the Marines will be able

to do much interfering. So who will be next, after Somoza?

Goodnight.
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NEWS COMMERN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
July 16, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: DPresident Carter's proposals to the American people
last night to try and break the OPEC o0il stranglehold on the American
economy, and the resignation of Irdia's Prime Minister lorarji
Desai, were the two didminant topics of the weekend news, Foﬁus in
Jamaicea the Americean news story must of necessity take pride of
plece becasuse how the Americens deal with their energy crisis is
bound to affect us very directly, for good cr¥ ill. So a very brief
comment on the Indian development before deeling with the Awmerican
story. On Nerch 21st, 1977, in a Commen tary dealiﬁg with the electoral
defeat of Indira Gandhi by the Jenata coelition of Cld Men led by
Morarji Desai, I/:iggdand I quote: "Rightly or wrongly the Indian
people sew Indira's Congress Party as no longer bveing their Congress
Perty and so they repudiated her, ircnicelly at & time of great
economic prosperity! And they future? 1 honestly cennot see the

0ld Men holding together for mven more than the next two years, And
then there will be a new beginning for India -different from what
hes been, difficult and dengerous. But then that is what life is all
about." That is how I saw it a 1ittle over twe years ago and that

is how it has unfeolded, And whoever becomes Prime Minister now will
only represent a pause before that difficult and dangerous new
beginning which lies ahead of India., And now to Mr. Certer's energy
plan., You heve had the outliines of the President's plan so I#ill

not restate them here, 0il imporits are to be held at the 1977 level;

eand domestic energy is to be developed to satisfy all needs above that

level., Something of the order of $85,000-million will be spent over
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the next ten yecrs to develop the?e alternative domestic energy
gources. The details of the Six-Point Carter Flan will most likely
appesr in your newspapers tomorrow, if they do, read them carefully.
1t is a bold end ambiticus plen which, if cerried cut, can and most
likely will break the CPEC hold. So two gquestions come to mind:
First, cen the Caerter Plan work? And second, will the Americens
meke it work?. Now, the President only made his speech last night
end all the detailed prcposals, the legislation that would set up
the choosing of
agencies snd/who is to do what, are still %o be formulated and
announced, but brosdly speaking, 1 think the plan I listened to last
night can be mede to work, The Americans heve the ability tc make
it work: they have the technology, the skills and the scientifiic
expertise. And we tend elso to forget that mxmm right now the United
States is still the world's third ldasrgest oil producer, with the
Soviet Union being the first amd Ssudi Arabia the second., Indeed,
statistics for 1956 - & mere twenty-three yecars ago - show the
single
United Stetes as by fer the/largest o0il producer in the world,
sccounting for more than one-third of total world oil production at
the time, with Venmezuela e very distant second and the Soviet Union
an even more distant third. And in those days Mexican cil output was
reported as steadily decreasing. The big chenge was the discovery of
dirt cheap Middle East oil. With that cheap bonanze now coming to an
increasingly back
end the United Stetes must turn/to 1ts own oil and other energy
become as addictive and
resources. But soft living and huge profits cen/Emxax corrupting to
and de®ermination other addiction-
the will/to herd effort end harder choices, as any/sxkzx Rakitxfmrmima
forming habit, And this, it seems to me, is the major obstacle to
fmerica doing what it must do and what I think it can do about its

or appear to be
energy crisis, As long as there are/easy ways out, all people, but

especially those for whom life has been easy, will opt for the easy
ways and this may be Mr. Certer's biggest problem. Goodnight.



1) Muzorewa's Mission Peils

2) India: Collapse of Jenata Coalition

3) U.S. Recession: Jamaica's Survival

4) Tenzania: Underwriting the defeat of Amin

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadecast on Friday
July 13, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The week which began on such an unsettled note draws
to its close on a much more stable note, relatively speaking.

Skylab is down and once again mankind is fortunate that it did not
turn out a major and tragic disaster. But with &ll those thousends
of pieces still hurtling out there in space, and with more likely to
be sent up, it is onliy a matter of time before one of these things
will drop on some densely populated plece - unless mankind makes
specific provision to destroy or otherwise control such vehicles
before they fall apart and plunge to earth. And it is not beyond
the ability of the scientific community to do this. This, I think,
is one of the important world issues non-nuclear powere should take
up urgently at the United Nations. Anyway, Skylab is down 'safely';
our own electoral reform talks seem to be progressing reasonably;
Mr., Carter has completed his week-long series o consultations on
energy and how to deal with the national economy; the days of the
Samoza dictatorship in Nicaragua seem at last to be coming to their
end; the Carter administration hes turned down Bishop Muzorewa's
appeal to end sanctions; in India Mr. Desai's Janata coalition is
falling apart; eand Tenzania has appealed to a number of the world's
richer nations +to help with the financial cost of the war which
finally got rid of tne brutal dictatorship of Idi Amin in Uganda.

The Taenzanians say that war cost them something of the order of

$500-million and they feel that the world community, which had as
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great an interest in the removal of Amin as they did, should help
out with the cost. And suddenly, governments which hed little or
no moral scfuples about financing the military efforts of Mobutu
in Zeire, or of Holden Roberto and Jonas Savimbi in Angola, or

the likes of Emperor Bokassa of the Central African Empire, find
themselves a bit touchy about being seen a2s helping to finance an
Africen war. The view is that the Nyerere claim for this kind of
financial help is reasonable and justified and that the money will
somehow be forthcoming: the view is that there is no question that
the Tanzanians did both Africa and the world & ‘Service by getting
rid of the Amin dictatorship. But, they go.on, it would have been

80 much easier if President Nyerere | had not been so publicly insisteﬂ:

in saying this money was to pay for the cost of the war against
Amin., If only he had asked for aid without relating it to the war
and the cost of the war, things would have been so much easier. My

own guess is that Nyerere did not want to make things egsier or to
assistance.

be secretive or to ask for some sort of generalised/mkaxity He wanted
things to be clear, sSpecific and above board. And this puts those to
whom he has writiten, on the spot. The other important African developJ
ment is the failure of the lMuzorewa Mission. The Bishop has been toldé

that the f£xx pre-condition for lifting sanctions is that the Constit-i

utionally entrenched veto power of Rhodesia's white minority must
first be removed. That was the message he got in Weshington and
which is being endorsed by the Conservatives in London. And ti.e
real negotiations from here on will be on how Muzorewa can do this

and still hold on to political power., After all, Nigeria is now

Eritain's largest trading pertner in Africa as well as a key supplier

as e 1t t
of 0il to the United States,an? guwoglga }°§8&ﬁbﬁf§ ﬁ%grg -

economic consideratihons of sclf-interest usually take precedence
over naroow nation2list intereasta. Gandnish+
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l) The Skylab lLesson
2) Carter Decides against De-control
2 3) Carter Sees Muzorewa: Frontline States

! warn Britain & U.S.
L/‘/’ ’(g/] ;

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
July 11, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good eﬁning: The best news we have had here at home so far this

week ié that the government and the Opposition have agreed to further
discussions on electorel reform: they have agreed that the resumed
discussions would be confidential and that neither side would issue
stetements while they are in progress., And 8o, for the present at
leest, the ugly end stridently violent screeming =2nd cursing on
electoral reform, and the threats and counter-threats, will give
place to quiet and sober negotietion. We must all hope that this
apparent return to sanity in the conduct of our political affairs
will hold end will beer fruit, The trouble, and the danger, is of
course that there are sm many among our political activists and those
who would incite them t0 feverish partisanship, who do not want any
atmosphere or peace and tranquility and co-operation: they want the
whole place to be 'erupted'; they want strife and turbulence; they
want fear and confusion./wigg we can do, and what we can let them
know we are doing, 1s to watch them, 2nd to take note of their doings;
so that when the day of voting comes around, we can use our votes to
express our disapproval., So watch them closely, and let them know we
ere wetching and waiting for our turn. That, not guns and bombs and
bullets, is the final authority of the people under our system of
perliamentary democracy. And what are we, as citizens of the world,

to learn from the Skylab affair? Firstly, that the business of science

and scientific decision-making can no longer and must no longer be

é
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seen as the special preserve of any one nation and any one group

of technologically advanced nations, Last year, in January, the

Russian nuclear spacecraft Cosmos 954 fell to earth scattering some

of its radio-active matter. Fortunately it fell in the remoter

uninhabited region of Canada. It could have fallen on Dehli or

Calcutta or Jakard#d or Singpapore or Tokyo or Lagos or any other

heavily populated area of the world: and the damage and the death-toll

could have been terrible: it could have come down over us, It was
radio-a falling

pure accident that that/Cosmos spacecraft fell where it did. And

the Russians sent it into space without consulting/iiigzgg or

with anybody

discussing/the dangers and possibilities of it falling back to earth,

And as with last year's falling Cosmos, so with today's falling

Skylab. The Americans consulted nobody. Like the Russians they behaved

as though space is their presewvee to do with as they please. And yet,

as we have seen, the consequences of what they dogzii end EmEX can

concern all of mankind fatally. They have placed many of these vehicles

in space; they have buried dangerous radio-active waste in tPe oceans

end under the earth; they have released chemicaels which havebolluted

rivers and killed forests. And almost four-fifths of mankind‘have had

no say of any kind in the making of the scientific and technological

decisions that led to these things. I think the world must insist

on at least being consulted by the two super-powers on scientific

decisions that could wipe us all out. And at Camp Devid, ddday,

where he has already decided against the de-control of petroleum prices

President Carter met with Rhodesia's Bishop Abel NMuzorewa who is

lobbying for an end/zﬁe sanctions. And at an OAU meeting in farawsy
Tanzanian

Africa yesterday a/spokesmen geve notice that ell the frontline states

boerdering Rhodesia will see any lifting of sanctions as an act of

war against all of them by Britain and the United States , And the
crisis of racism in Southern Africa continues to deepen. Goodnight.



1) Carter's Search for Solutions
2) MNuzorewa & Rhodesian Sanctions
3) Caklton Alexander's Sane Call
4) The Falling Skylab

NEWS cl EN TARY
For broadcast on Monday
July 9, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It has been a very unsettled weekend, both here at
unusual
home and abroad. It is not that anything specific and more/mmmax
than normal took place: it is Jjust that an unsettled mood and
atmosphere seemed to pervade the whole wide world. For one thing,
People the world over were wondering uneasily just where that
monstrous 77-ton spacecraft, Skylab, which is now hurtling to earth,
will land., Will it be over some heavily populated area? If it is,
pieces of
it is bound to do damage and kill people. If/space debris - they
tell us there may as many as 500 such pieces -~ were to hit any single
target area the demage and the death toll could be as heavy as in a
world-war-two type bombing raid. But we are told that the pieces
are likely to be scattered over very wide areas, which would make
any demage slight. But the hard truth is that neither we nor the
experts of the seientific community know with any certainty just
where those lethal pieces of hurtling metal are likely to strike.
So all we can do is wait for Wednesday or early Thursday when the
pieces of Skylab are expected to hit the earth: all we can do is hope
that they fall into some ocean or onto some uninhabited desert. But
there is nothing that the experts or anyone else can do about it:
we cannot stop its falling and we cannot determine where it falls.
S0 we wait, uneasily, apprehesively for Skylab to fall. Andof course
here at home there is an uneasiness of another kind. We waitto see
what comes out of Tuesday's Parliamentary debate on the electoral

reform bill, and the uneasiness is because of the screaming and

shouting and threatening which have accompanied the apparent collapsr
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of the understanding reached between the Government and the Opposition
In this connection I thought Mr. Carlton Alexander's speech of
Seturdsy nighi}gugiry welcome note of sanity and sober balance which
are especially badly need at this time. I think Mr. Alexander is
absolutely right when he calls for matters of critical national
importance to be debated in Parliement, rather then in the press -
electronic or print., That is what Parliament and Parliamentary
democracy/giaall about: +that is where the elect of the people should
conduct the people's business in the first place. When critical
national issues are debated in the press, rather than in parlisment,
the role of parlisment, the importance of \parlisment, the value of
parlisment, are automaticall belittle, And you cannot belittle the
role and the importance and the value of parliament without also
belititling the processes of perlismentery democracy. And there is no
way that anybody, anywkere, umder any circumstances can advance and
promote and strengthen perliamentary democracy by belittlingit., I
perscnally do not and 1l have never seen the role of the press as any
sort of altérnative to parlisment. The press has an important critical
watchdog role to performg. But nobody elected the press; and a majorit;
of the ppople do not control the press as they control parliament by
way of regular and mandatory elections or rejections. 5o parlisment
must be the first and most importent forum for conducting the people's
business., It is good that Mr. Carlton Alexander reminded us £ this,

On the wider world scene we all await the outcome of President Carter'

intense search for an American answer to America's energy crisis,
because what America does, or does not do, is b ound to affect us

intimately, whether we like it or not. S0 whet comes out of that sesie:
of meetings at Camp David,and which is expected to be made public on

Wednesday, is something to watch closely, Goodnight,



1) Collepse of Electoral Reform Agreement
, 2) Hotting Up the Political Scene

/ ;7 3) The West Predicts Hecession: What for U8?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday
July 6, 1979, 6.10.p.m.

Good evening: The agreement between the CGovernment and the Perlia-
mentary Opposition on electoral reform seems to have come to a
dramatic and startling end. It seems that the long and painstaking
meetings and discussions spanning many months, have been to no real
point, a waste of time, & mis-use of human energy. It is part of

the problem of the underdeveloped of wasteing and dissipating the
meagre kesources - humen and material - that they have. And so the
stage is set for the adding of more fuel to an already dangerously
over-heated screaming and shouting match between ous t§g>;arties.
The hot words are all about us_already. The language is extreme,
violent, threatening: abuse and invective and name-calling take the
place of argument, reason and debate. OSo where is this likely to
lead us? What is 1% that is likely to come out of this screaming and
shouting and threatening and cursing which now rent the air? Who is
likely to benefit from it? And is this really +the best way for a
perlismentary democracy to go about the conducting of the business
of a poor but free people? It would be useful for us to spend some
part of this coming weekend trying to think through some of these
questions. And for beckground we might take the economic realify of
our time as a point of departure. Out of Paris this morning came a
report by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development,
(OECD) predicting a recession for the rich Western countries later

this year. The OECD is a creation of the rich Western countries, set

-
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up specifically to serve VWestern economic interests. So when it
predicts trouble for the major Vestern nations we had better take
it seriousiy. This is not the half-wishful propgganda of the enemies
of the VWest. And the thing we had better tazzfggii of is that any
greatly
new recession the West is bound to/hurt those weaker Third World
economies which are depenendent on the West. If the American econonmy,
which is already battered, were to get a further squeeze later this
year, there is no way that Jamaica can escape the pressure. And the
best way that families and people and communiti#es and nations stand
up under pressure is in unity. A people.who #re united can survive and
pull through where a people who are divided will fail and lose out.
S0 where is this hot divisive party politicing teking us? And, you
know, this confidence trick is & double-edged sword., It is as easy
for one side to generste doubt and uncertainty and lack of confidence
as it is for the other. 710 be sure investors can be frightened away
by shouting communism. But those same investor can also be kept away,
in the event of a change of government, by warning them that commi t-
ments entered into with them may not be honoured when next there is
e change. So it dis a game that two can play. And whoever plays ift,
Jemaica is the long term sufferer. Is this really the way we want to
go? And then there is the matter of democracy - government by the
freely expressed will of the people - in whose neme so much of the
screaming and threatening and cursing 15722222 on, The simplest and
most stark reality about our brand of democracy in Jemaica is that
the agreement of
you need,at the very least,/both the PNP and the JLP to make it work.

PNP cannot make democracy work alone; JLP cannot make democracy work

alone., S0 if either refuses to co-operate or drops out the system ns
will mash up. And nature does not allow for vacumms -

we now xnow it,/SERRSEXNSEE

political or o%herwise; she always fills them pretty quickly.

Goodnight.



1) Energy Ciisis: A Perty Political Football?
2) OPEC & the Big 0il Companies
3) certer's ¥windfall Profits Tex

For broadvast on Monday
July 2, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The after-shock of the latest OPEC oil price increase
continued to dominate the weekend news, both at home and abroad. The
increase in the local price of petrol was in itself much more modest
then I, for one, had expected. And if you chegek it out you will see
that the government has, in this case, stuek to its own call to
keep increases down to 10%. The new price increase on a gallon of
petrol is emactly 10%. But of course even this relatively modest
increaese in the price of petrol is bound to set off pres.ures for
a new round of increases in the costs of all other petrol-based
goods and services. And we are going to have to w&tch this very
caerefully and very closely if we are to axmisf contain our inflation
within toleratvle limits. ‘hich is why I question whéther groups like
the petrol retailers are entitled to an almost automatic increase in
their nargins Jjust because the price of petrol has gone up. There are
have to go up
costs which will/imexmase because of the increased price of petrol -
but not everywhere and on everything. 5o watch it, please. And wunless
we all show 2 measure of maturity and of social responsibility and of
self-restraint there is the distinct danger of our allowing the
energy crisis to joing enti-communism, the Cubesns, the Russians,
guilt-by-association, and who was seen in whose company end where,
and newest

as the latest/party political issue on which to divide and confuse

the nation and so distract it from the hard problems &t hand. And

that would be a great pity. Uritieise by all means, especially where



tb)

the eriticism could help to improve things; but pleying party politics
could only
with what is 2 very real, and worldwide energy crisis/mam hurt Jemaica
further by diverting attention from national to partisan approeches.
So ease it please. And it might be useful to examine some figures
to see who geins most from the high o0il prices which have plungdd
the world into this energy crisis. The propaganda from the West is
that it is the wicked OPE€ oil producers who are squeezing the rest
of the world but the figures tell a rather different story. Saudi
Arabia, the/single largest oil exporter in the world last year earned
% an estimated #35.2-thousand-million from its oil. Exxon or Esso,
the largest oil company in the wprld esrned an estimated $60.34~
thousand-million. So Esso esrned vastly more than Seudi Arabia - not
far off twice as much - from liast year. Iran, the second largest
producer earned roughly $20.7-thousand-million last year. Royal Dutch/
Shell the second largest oil company earned #44-thousend-million last
year - more than twice as much as Iran., Iraq, the third largest
exporter, earned §10.8-thousrnd-million last year. Mobil the third
largest oil company eerned $34.7-thousand-million last year - which
is more then three times as much as Iraq earned. Number four, Libya,
esrned $9.8-thousand-million to Texaco's #28,6-thousand-milliion.
Nigeria, number five earned #9.5-thousand-million to British Petroleum
$27.4~thousand-million. And so you can run right down the list. Every-
one of the big multinational o0il companies eern vastly more from oil
than its comparable opposite number from the oil producing countries.
The o0il belongs to and comes from the OPEC countries but the lion's
shere of the profits go to the oil companies., Part of the OPEC pressur
Third Vorld
is to end this situation which, in the language of/polities, is
economic imperislism ©on & truly grand scale. Goodnight.



Measuring the Damensions of
The World Energy Crisis

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
!Iune 29, -L979’ 6.10p.m

Good evening: Beginning on July lst - which is this coming Sunday -
the official price of a barrel of OPEC oil on the world mgrket goes
up from $14.55-US a barrel to $18 a barrel in the case of Saudi
Arabia and one or two of the Persian Gulf emirates, and to between
$20 and $23.50 a barrel in the cases of the other OPEC members. This
was the outcome of that very critical confererice in Geneva about
which I told you at the beginning of this week., And the second
conference I mentioned, you will remember, was the one in Tokyo
between the leading VWestern powers and Japan which was also concerned
with o0il and the price of oil. The results of the Tokyo conference
are not as clearcut and specifiec 25 those of the Geneva conference.
The hope had been that the United States, Canada, West Europe and
Japan would arrive at a unified plan for dealing with the energy
crisis; and the idea was that a key part of such a plan wouid be
agreed oil quotas and ﬁ&backs. But the European proposals turned out
to be more drastic than the Americans and Japanese were prepared to
which weculd allow for
buy. So a compromise was worked out/wxxk each group setting its own
and conservation
consumption/targets. For the United States, President Carter announcet
that there would?ean oil import freez:?:t 1977 levels and that this
would be held until the year 1985. Now, the special thing about the
1977 levels is that in terms of the amount of o@l produced by the
OPEC countries since the start of the energy crisis, 1977 was a
very good year, 1t was the year tuat OPEC production hit a record

29.6-mililion barrels a day: and the United States, as usual, bought

up the lion's share of it. The next year, 1978, OPEC production



dropped to 27.7-million barrels a day, and projectiogs for 1979,
this yesr, ere of the order of a little over 28-million barrels a day.
S0 choosing’l977 s the year at which U.S. o0il import levels would
be frozen ensured the best possible level of oil imports for the
U.S.. This point was not missed by the Turopeans and it accounted in
part for some of the hard +things they said about U.S. intentions
about energy. And of course key elements in the U.S. news media made
it seem that it was the Europeans who wanted 1977 as the base year
for any level of freezing - which is known as managgéng and manipulat-
ing the news when it is done by Third World state-own crgans and
'free' journalism
agencies but perfectly normal/ when done by Western wire services.
Anyway, the key point is that the West did arrive at a compromise cut-
back agreement in Tokyo. And the consequence of this, according to
one American view, is that from here on any economic growth which is
dependent on oil-based energy has come to a virtual end., And if this
big and rich
applies to the/United States how much more must it apply to small,
poor Third World countries like Jemaica. It was with this likely out-
come in mind that I told you on Monday that those two conferences and
what ceme out of them, woudd have a more direct bearing on the lives
of each of us than eany independent decisions we made for ourselves.
MAnd still it seems that neither we, nor most of the rest of the world
have taken the tru® measure and meaning for our world of this energy
ana some of our opinion-makers, still
crisis. Some of our leaders,/both here and in the wider world,/playthe

old much
/ politics,zaxkmxr/like Nero fiddled while encient Rome burned. The
to
real and hard needs of the time is for us to adjust/the fact that
i \re;,T\"(,’(,l NeC

] ol i ] 7
the old consumerist competitive world born of{imperiali%g‘gn& based
on cheap oil has gone forewer, and that the hard chalgenge is for us
to fashion a new world without cheap end abundant energy in which we

can still feed and clothe and house most, if not all, of God's childre
And there are no gquick or slick OF Che@p 0r €8Sy answers.
Pcace and love. Goodnight.



1) Budget Debate as Media Event
2) Bata Affair: Dengers of in Labour Terrorism
3) Discord in Tokyo

NEWS COMMENTARY
For Dbroasdcast on Wwednesday
June 27’ -L979’ 6510}).111

Good evening: With yesterday's broadcast and televised contribution
by the Leader of the Opposition, and with today's broadcast and
televised contribution by the Prime Minister, <‘he headline-grabbing,
'‘media-event'aspect of the 1979/80 Budget Debate is coming to its
close., After Nr. Eric Bell's reply tomorrow the rest of the Budget
debate will revert to being a straight Parliamentary affair with
each speaker earning the level of media coverage he or she gets by
the quality of the contribution, For mysclf, I have very mixed feeling:
of these very
indeed about the total, unedited presentation of some/pxmXxy long and
tedious speeches., Still, most people treat them as a sort of word
variation of 'dip and fall back' - listening a little then going away
then ccming back, But it does happen only once a year, A Matter of
vastly more serious concern 1is the lay-off of some 450 workers at
the Bata Spanish Town Roed plant, and the main reason given for that
action., This is obviously a matter of some complexity and I hesitate
to comment on the rights and wrongs of the issues under dispute. But
what I do think we all need to be very clear about is the profound
danger to the whole industrial relations process if violence and
intimidatéon, if the beating up of people, be they workers of manage-
ment, is brought intc play es part c¢f the way of resolving disputes.
Like it or not, when anybcdy punches down somebody else in hopes of
intimidating that person into compliance, the puncher-down is using

terror tacties. When a group of workers beat up scme meanager or make

him sign something on threat ©f being beaten up if he does not, that
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is using terro® tactics. And given the industrial relations sit-
uation in Jemaice today, and given the power and authority of the
trade union movement in Jemaica today, and given the fact of a
government in strong sympathy with the labour movement and a Labour
Minister who is as protective of the rights and interests of workers
as any union leader, the use of terror tactics to force any issue
is highly irresponsible and downright dangerous to the interests of
the workers themselves, It seems to me that it is important for the
trade union movement itself to take a strong stend against this
dangerous and destructive tendency. There was indeed a time when
workers had to fight with fists and sticks and stones for the right
to orgenise and protect their own interests. But those days are long
gone :gg7ihe workers have won and enjoy the rights for which an
earlier generation of workers often had to resort to physical force.
30 cool it, please; =nd use youkzkmawheads instead of your fists.
FEEXIRIRXEERERX XX ANXEEXNIXRBEBX R EXNAT
On the two conferences in Geneva and Tokyo, the one on the price of
OPEC o0il and the other on the Western response, there is very little
comes out of thimxX a deal more
to say. OPEC/miiXxzmmsumgExixsfprizzximgxzxsz united than the Western
Powers, There is bitter discord between the United States end her
European allies and no smount of diplomstic white-washing can alter
the truth of the harsh criticism levelled against the United States
by the French President whose views reflect the thinking of most if
not all EEC members. So there will be no Western united front against
OPEC's new prices., The Americans are still not yet ready to, as they
say, 'bite the bullet'. But sooner or later they will have to: the
days when imperial powers could occupy other people's oilfields or
other strategic raw materials are over and done with. But America, and
those of us who are tied to her, may have to go through some very

turbulgnt times before that lesson is taken in. One shock statistic
tells 1t.Ip 1973 29.5-million barrels of oil a day esrned OPEC
$23.1-billion %his year 28.5-m barrels a day earned $160-billion.
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e VWeekend:
1) Coping wilkhh Our Disaster
2) Iwo Critical Conferences;
a) OPEC Geneva
b) Certer Tokyo

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
June 25, 1979, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: TFor us here in Jemaica the main preoccupation of
ongoing
the past weekend has been the/business of coping with the relief
effort following the disastrous flooding in Western Jemaica. And
it has taken us 2ll this time -~ Jjust about & fortnight now - to
get the full measure of the scope and ‘scale end intensity of this
disaster. The idea ofogethousand million tons of water pouring down
sunendingly,
steadily/for several days over one comparatively smell land ares,
and washing away end destroying everything in its path,
ixxaxkardrgxextaxtzke erkxarixuniexstand -~ such an
idea is not easily absorbed amd fully understood: but we have seen
the devestation snd fthe disaster and so we understend. And the welcome
news is the information that the relief effort has now begun to move
smoothly and that the ghouls and the vultures who would prey on the
misery of the people are beginning to be put under manners. If the
citizens of the a2ffected areas themselves policed the relief effort
to detect and root out any corruption or viectimisation those twin
evils would/igoge'removed. And it seems to me that in the very long
haul that lies ahead if we are to restore @nd rebuild Western Jamaica
there should be no room for corruption or victimisation or, indeed,
for playing enyg kind of partisan politics with this effort. It is
really all up to the people and I am sure they can handle it.
On the international scene preparations for two conferences dominated
the news, The one conference, that of the representatives of the OPEC

countries, opens in Geneva tomorrow; @and the other, that of the leade
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of the United States, Crnada,zmi@Jsapan and Western Europe -~ the

world's major oil consuming countries, is scheduled to open on

Thursday. Aﬁd what comes out of these two conferences is going to

have a more direct bearing on the lives of each and everyone oﬁLs

here in Jemaica then almost any decisions we make for ourselves
dictate

independently. So both nationel and individual self-interest/that

we follow both these conferences very carefully. The OPEC meeting

will be concerned with the setting of new oil prices and whether o0il

production should be cutback further to try awd force the world's

big consumers, primarily the United Stetes; $6. ‘Gonsune less. Also,

Iran's oil spokesman, Hassen Nazih, is geported as taking & proposal

to the meeting to sell oil at one price to the rich Western countries

end at another, lower price, to Zfhiwd World countries. If this Irenian

proposal is accepted the expecdted new oil pricef increases will bear

down less heavily on countries dike Jamaica than on, say, the United

Stetes: and this would be a small move in the direction of the new

economic order. But there are formidable problems to be overcome to

bring about this kind of two-:igzgdpricing system. And, in any case,

this is not the wsort of thing that can come about overnight, so even

if they agree to it, we are going to have to pax/:gz highepr prices

decided on until the system is put into effect. One of the key concerns

of the Tokyo meeting is likely to be an ‘merican effort to get all

the Vestern powers and Japan to agree to a common policy towards

OPEC, One idesa is that i khe West jointly sgreed teo refuse to pay more

than a certain price for oil, and if it were to jointly use its own

military
economic and diplomatic and/mikkxiwsy =nd politicel 'muscleg’' it could
force the OPEC countries to hold the line 8¥eg§%ggs. Cne difficulty

fices
is that the Iur are not/to make big sacri
to supporteAgérgg:?gSw%gtggafiggéirhabits; snd %hm Papan's economy is

¥ t d T4z
so totally dependent, onl OPEC pil fhel they dgre §odagi eBSo8AtEnt



Common Entrance, 'Free Places' & the
pose of Education in Jemaica

NEWS COMMEN TARY
For broadcast on Friday
June 22, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The results of the Common Entrance IExaminations under
whiéh some 6,009 young Jamaicans will be awarded ‘free places' to
secondary high schools, were made public today. For the 6,0600-plus
youngsters who have earned these awards, and for their parents and
guardians, this will be a great of joy and celebration and with
high hopew for the future. But for the roughly 29,000 other youngster
who also sat the Common Entrand¢e Examination but who did not 'win'
free pleaces it will be a day gloom and misery and grief., And so we
youngsters who
end up with 6,000/praudxxzRIZXEX® See themselves, and who are seen by
those around them as 'high achievers'; and we end up with 29,000
other youngsters who see themselves, and who are seen by those around
them, as failures and 'losers'. And I think we might begin by asking
ourselves seriously whether this is the kind of equity or social
justice or egalitarianism about which there is so much big chat. You
know, and I know, that children from a certain social and economic
background will always come out on top in open competitions of the
Common Entrance type against children who come from a less privileged
background. The child who is well nourished and lives in a stable
family and with electricity and running water and access to books and
magazines will always have the edge over the under-fed and poorly
cared-for child from the ghetto with few or none of the amenities.
This has nothing to do with intelligence; this has to do with social

and economic and health cirmumstances. The poorer children start out

with massive handicaps, which is why the 'free place' system had the

70-30 built-in bias in favour for the primary schools from which the
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poorer younggters in the society came. And when you have an across-
the~board cu%}igOZuch a free place system the poorer children are
bound to suffer wmost of the cut and feel the burden most. And all
this in the name of socialism! And, you know, when you look a little
closer at the statement from the Ministry of Education that there

is no cutback in the size of the high school population compared
with last year, that we will have the same 48,093 high school places
this year as lasy year, you can begin to measure how far we are
moving backward. The Demographic Statistics for 1978 laid in Parliia-
ment at the opening of the Budget debate shows that after aldowing
for deaths and migration the J=maican population increased by 28,100
in 1978. In the same period the population in our primary school
system increased by a little over 5,000, and the population in our
secondary high school system by Jjust under 1,000. So our population
is growing at a dramatically faster rate than our school places,

And this, with slight variations, is how it has been every year since
1970 and earlier., So figures showing the same number of secondary
high school places for this year as last year are really telling us
that we are slipping back, not that we are holding our position. And
my understanding is that when the shift system was introduced, which
made possible the increase of the free places to 9,000 under the
Common Entrance Examination, the intention was to make the shift
system permanent, and based on that the 9,000-odd free places would
become the norm, not a kind of one shot 'bonanza'. The big school
population increase in 1978 as compared with 1977 took place in

what is described as the New Seccnary or High school system which

carried the very weicome shift system. It was in this stream that

enrolment shot up from 36,446 in 1977 to the 48,093 to which the

e

Wi
ey

Minister referred. But it cannot and?hust not/stop fhete. Goodnigh”



f,/v ‘ 1) Trade Union Unity: A 3rd Foree in Politiecs

~ 2) The 'Free School Place Debate
—..éx . 3) What Non-Aligned Foreign Policy?

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday
June 20, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yesterday it was the turn of the Opposition to make
reply to the Revenue prop@sals
its opening statement in/xhex38¥9AEAxRmdzetxdskate which were
presented to Parliament by Finance Minister Erie Bell last Thursday.
And Mr. Hugh Shearer who opened for the Opposition mounted a slashing:
attack on what, borrowing Senator Richard Fletcher's phrase, he
described as "a bloody awful budget”, But since the Shearer speech,
like the Bell speech, was broadcast in its totality on both radio
and television, there is no need to recap on the high points here.
You heard it for yourself and you can make your own judgement on
both of these speeches as well as on the speeches still to come from
the Leader of the Oppesition and the Prime Minister, in that order.
might be
What/xz of great interest to us here is to #ey and read the signs
behind what Mr. Shearer said, and how he said it, yesterday. I, for
instance, had the sharp and distinct impression of being witness to
something strikingly new in the Jamaican power political balance of
forces. When he spoke for the trade unions and announced the
contributions of each to the National Relief Fund, and when he then
eannounced Lady Bustamante's contribution of $500 and his own of
$1,000 - the same figure as that of the Prime Minister and of the
Leader of the Opposition - it was, in effect, the very casual and
low-key announcing to the nation of a united trade union movement

as a potent third force in national politics, and a force that had

the blessing of the widow of the Breat Bustamante, and, what is more,

a force that saw itself 25 equal in stature with out two major



political parties. If I am right in this, and I think I am, then
Jamaican party politicgs is likely to undergo some very interesting
changes over the next couple of yearw. For make no mistake about it,
a united trade union movement which sees its role as more than just
making the best labour contracts possible for it members, and more
thagﬁizing an affiliate of this or that political psrty, is bound
almost by definition to bring into being a wholz new set of socio-
elements in
political conditions. And I rather suspect that/both our main politica
parties as well as the sundry ideologists of the far right and the far
left and the more backward sections of the employer groups, may end
up regretting the passing of the old-style party-tirade-union line up.
Of course there are some hard problems ahead. In the early days
especially,the leadership of someone with the stature and authority
within the labour movement of a Hugh Shearer is almost indispensible.
But while a Shearer in opposition is the ideal leader and spokesman
for a united labour movement, what happens with a Shearer in power?
There are many other equally hard ones: but these are early days yet
and I am sure they will come out in the wash, What seems for sure is
that the old-style politics is going out #f fashion faster than we
think. And this, I think, is why it is important for our parl%ament
to have a proper debate on foreign policy. Non-Alignment viewﬁfrom a
capitalist perspective is bound to be different from non-alignment
viewed from a social democratic g?rspective; and both are bound to be
different from non-alignment viewﬁfrom a communist perspective or
and educational
from a fascist perspective. It would be useful/for the Jamaican
Parlisment to debaﬁeta resolution setting out clearly what we mean
wha

by non-alignment end/the Jamaican perspective on non-alignment is.

If we don't do this the concept of non-alignment, 2 noble Third World

concept, may be turned innto another Jamaican par&y political foot?r
CoAn =



1) Significance of S.A.L.T. II
2) War Over 0il?
3) Ghana = An Unhappy Precedent

EWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
June 18, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: After the turmoil and the turbulence of last week and
the weekend before it, this past weekend was dry and sunny and
peaceful. Even our partisan political shouting and screaming was
muted, as though awed by the terrible events of last week; and so
there was a welcome pause, over this past weekend, in the ranting
and raving and abusing which passes for political debate. The really
big and importent political news of the weekend took place in faraway
well-to~do
Vienna, the capital of Austria,a relatively small/mountainous country
in Central Europe with a population of seven and a half million people
For it was there that the leaders of the world's two super nuclear
powers me%}iz this weekend to sign a treaty which has been nearly
seven years in the making and which could have a direct bearing on
the lives of all the people now alive on earth. The document which
President Carter and President Brezhnev finally signed earlier today
after their weekend of talks is known as 2Eg;giuategic Arms Limitation
Treaty - SALm/gor short. And its main purpose is ©o set a mutually
agreed upper limit on the numbers and types of nuclear weapons which
eagh of the two sides can have during the life of the treaty. It is
called SALT 2 because it is a successor treaty to a similar one which
was signed in 1972 and which was known as SALT 1. And the hope is
that after SALT 2, which is scheduled to last till 1985, there will
be other similer treaties, SALT 3 and 4 and 5 and 6 and so on as far

into the future as possible. And the basic thinking behind &ll this

is that if the two super nuclear powers Can agree between themselves



to have roughly the same number of nuclear weapons, and id they
canxmpx set up systems by which each can check to make sure that
the other éne is not cheating end building more than the agreed
number of nuclear weapons, each side will know &xactly and precisely
just how much death and destruction they can let loose on each other
and the world. /nd knowing that they can wipe each other out, and
most of the rest of us in the process, each will be less inclined to
'take a chance' with a sneak attack on the other. This is what is
described as the mutual balance of terror, a situation in which, no
matter who startit, both sides would be wiped out in a nuclear war.
And knowing this, both sides will hold back from a nuclear war, That
is the basic thinking behind the SALT treaties. And the one certain
thing about the SALT treaties is that if they are ratified and if both
sides observe them strictly, they will slow down the nuclear arms
race, But that is the only certainty. Some critics say that the only
way to prevent nuclear war is to destroy all nuclear weapons, anythin;
else, they say, just postpones the day of nuclear holocaust., Others,
America's cold warriors foremost among them, do not believe in any
sort of mutual deterence. They want the U.S. to outbuild the Sobiets
Huclear
in bigger and better/weapons: but 2 not mudt publicised opinion poll,
according to one American radio stétion? foﬁnd that Americans favoured
the latest SALT treaty by more than twd to one. How the Congress will
deal with that one in the coming debate will be most revealing. Then
there is the fact that even without nuclear weapons, the Americans and
the Sovietz}igigyenough so-called conventional weapons to destroy most
of the world end kill most of its people. Add to this the ugly talk
from some Western quarters dwindling

/that in ten years' time or so nations may go to war over/petroleum

end oilfields, and the prospects for peace do not look so good.But
the thing which has carried mankind to this point of its history has
been the will to overcome and survive which is what Carter & Brezhne
were all sbout in Vienna tRis past weekend. Goodnight.



\ 1) After the Flood
\ 2) 1979/80 Budget Debate Opens
A 3) Carter, Brezhev in Vienna for Salt 2.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
June 15, 1979, 6,10p.m
Good evening: This week has turned out to be one of the most
disastrously tragic in the life of indepepédenid Jamaica. And what
gives this week's tragedy its especially painful twist is the extreme
youth of so many of those who perished in the flooding. When people
who have already lived most of their alotted three-score yemms and
ten die tragically, it is bad enough and painful enough, especially
for close relatives and intimate friends, But when young children
ranging in age from three to fifteen die in this way the sense of
loss takes on an extra dimension. These youngsters were just beginning
the bitter-sweet business of living; were just reaching toward aware-
ness of the magic and the mystery of being alive on this earth; and
some were just beginning to ask the big questions which make of the
and the human brain a :
human mind/%kax miraculous box of curiossty and wonder and daring and
wide-ranging
imagination and compassion and love and/judgement such as not even
largest and
the/most complex and sophisticated computer can begin to match. And
when all this potential flowering is suddenly cut off before it has
kmgum properly begun the tragedy is particularly acute, It is this
potential
awareness of the loss of unknown and immeasureable human/pEztsrtim
that makes the death of the very young so hard to bear. Who is to say
!w
what great artistic talent or what great moral or religious or politicg
wisdom were not lost to our world when those children died? If Garvey

had died as a baby, in some accident or disaster, we would not have

known of our loss because we would not heve had the record of Garvey's

life as a challenge and an inspiration. But we did have G8rvey and
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knowing what he has contributed to the psychological liberation of
bleck people everywhere, but particularliy in Africa, we can use our
imagination énd speculate on what we would have lost if Garvey had
died zxxaxm in some disaster at age three or six or twelve as did
those very young children in Western Jamaica this week. The dimension
of our loss in the death of these young children is as immeasureable
as that. Think about it: If Shakespeare's life had been snuffed out
before he could write those great plays. If Ghandi or Churchill or
De Gaulle or, nearer home, if Bustamante/::i Norman Manley had not
lived long enough to grow up we would never have known what they had
to give to their world. The question is:.Would their world, would our
world,have been the same without what they gave? Imagine for a
moment that w= Jamaica had only Bustﬁante or only Norman Manley from
1938 onward until independence: would Jemaica be what it is today?
How can we measure, in terms of human potential, what we lost when
we lost those children this week? Of course, if they had lived, they
may have grown up inte just ordinary average or even below average
citizens; but we can never.be sure that one or two of them may not
genius
have had that touch of ggnias which can transform the world and which
can flourish in the most unlikely of places. This is why we have an
especial duty to cherishfgur young. I hope that as Jamaica tackles
the massive tasks of relief and regconstruction which now lie ahead
we will all remember to build for the children, first and foremost.
Building for them means doing a very much better job this time around
th*an we have done in the past; and it means careful forﬁ}d pdanning.

All the rest of the news, in cluding yesterday's opening of the 1979/

1980 Budget debate, and the arrival in Vienna, Austria, of Presidents
to sign a new %t;ggegic Arms Limitation Agreement,
Carter of the U.S. and Brezhev of the USSR, /tended to be oversh,dowed

by the tragic events in Weetern Jsmaica. Goodnight.



1) A Long-term Flood Control Palicy
2) Cutbeck in Pree School Places?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For breoadcast on Wednesday
June 13, 1979, 6.10p.m

_ the massive loss and
Good evening: The one thing the rain and the flooding end/damage of

once again

this past week has underscored/is our very urgent snd desperate need
for a very carefully thought-out long-term flood control poliey which
is truly nationzl., Jemeica just cannot go on enduring the kind of
losses we have experienced over the past ten days end still do all
the important productive and developmental things which need to be
done. As it is, the government is going to hasve to divert large sums
of money which was,or which could and should have been put to other
uses, into repairing the present flood dmege end giving some reiief
to the victims. And this is how it has been simmz almost every year
since independence and ewven before, Every year we spend huge sums of
money cleaning up after the floods; end then we wait for it to happen
again in order to spend more huge sums of money on the s=ame cleaning
up. And this, when you come to think of it, is 2 kind of madness., We
are wasting, in one sense, large slices of the national patrimony
pateching up the same thing and then waiting for it te get knocked

AN agd ¢ y-OL> VB
down and then patching it up all over again. Andjfbr‘p anning, we

=

have teams ready to go into actionfég?seeﬂwas the damage is done.
And this, with respect, is just no£ good ebough, If there had been
real and serious forward plenning from the very beginning of this
nation's independence then our national flood control policy would
hawve been in its 17th year now. And if we had spent as little as
$5 million a year on permanent flood control work based on a clear

and thought-out national plan we would, by now, have something like



$85-milliion worth of real protection against flood damage. Instead
we have, under both PNP and JLP administrations, spent that amount
: after-the-~floods

and much more on the kind of/xmaztixa patchwork which is a reaction
%o disaster rather then an anticipating end preventing of it. It is

a state
this kind of folly which is/ikE true measure of that mental/mmAmxx
gexsizpxERt which makes for under-development. Under—-developed countri
e@ and pecoples tend to waste more of the little they have than do
developed countries., And so the highly developed Scandinavian countries
with their very much more savage weather have loang ago built flocod
control systems toc prevent the yearly havoc we mow endure. And as with
the weather, sc with other things. We waste 8o much of cur substance
on things that we should produce for ocurselves., And insteed of our

or separately and thinking cut our probiass
leaders sitting down together/and planning what is best for the nation
they dissipate their energies ama try to confuse us with their divisive
screaming end shouting. This i8 one of the harder problems of being
under-developed bedause 1% is a problem of states of mind affd of our
that complex
attitudes to/thExmmiksm corporete concept of the nation and the inter-
ests of the nationm$ which is why some Third World leaders and intellect
uls almost routinedly defame and short-change their own ccuntries and
for short-term sectional interests.
people/kEfaxEXMEXksREXitaxxiniekests And the need to think this one
througn is quite as urgent as the need for a long-term flood control
pelicy. And while we are about it, let us urge whoever it was who
with the idea secondary

came up/of & cut-back c¢f one-third of the free/school places to go
back end think again, Of all the things Jamaica cannot afford this
must be &t the topf of the list. Cut the bureaucracy of the Ministry
cf Education by one-third if you must, but do nct cut the free places

ffr our children by one. Education is the most critical of all the

elements for freeing ourselves from the mentality of under-development
and no Third World Government with any pretense a2t social justice
dare cut back on it, no matter what. Goodnight.
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\ Ihe Weekend Rain:

/C::Tﬁﬂ ( Dangers of Portmore Epidemic

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Monday

June 11, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It hes been a very wet weekend here in Jamaica; damp
everywhere, and flooding in low-lying pleces., And for those Jamaicans
who live in the low-lying places it has been acutely uncomfortable.
Their homes and possessions have been damaged; some have been flooded
out; and most, especially those with small children, face very serious
health risks. Whenever you hear or read.of roadways and homes being
flood;dand of sewage systems being blocked and of toilets backing

up the first concern is usually for the actual demage done which can
be measured in dollars and cents: the cost of a house, the cost of

a carpet or another piece of furniture, or the cost of patching a
wall or a leaking roof. But there is snother and much more sinister
reality to the flooded roadways and the blocked and overflowing
seweage system eand to the toilets winich back up the waste matter which
you try to flush away. And that is the grave danger of the dirt and
muck getting into the drinking water system, end some of it settling
ana drying out in dark corners, and breeding the dﬁ%ases which kill.
And the first, and for the very young, the most d=angerous of these
diseases that can come of this kind of weather is enteritis - or
running belly = which is so deadly to little children who are not
very well fed. PoIﬁted water is the great enemy here. And flat and
sprawiing Portmore with its relatively young population of anywhere
berween 60,000 and 70,000 soulis is, right now, an almost ciessic xmei
breeding ground for the dieases that are spawned by water poliution.

_ and fathers
So will the mothers/of Portmore in particular, 28 well as &ll those



who live in other flooded low-lying areas, please be on guard. Even
though the water authorities will do everything in their power %o
ensure that drinking water is treated, there is no way that they thsex
can guarantee that no pollution will seep into the system at some
joint or ei some outlet. And one of the easiest and safest ways of
guarding against water poliution is to boil all your drinking water
and 211 the water in which you are going to mix any baby feed. So
please boil your water and be as clean as possible and at the very
first sign of running belly in little children teke them to a cliniec
or heelth centre. And then, when 2l1ll this is over, when the rain has
gone and the flooding has subsides and your homes are dried out and

end insist
your children are safe demend/that thogse who provided you with these
conditions make amends. Unless you insist they will do nothing. And

or seem to be,

what a great pity that so many of our political leaders are/more
concerned with their own special perty pclitical power gemes than
with the hard problems of places like Portmore and those who live
there, If half the energh snd drive which are put into this point-
scoring perty power game had gone into coping with the problems of
Portmore things there would have been much better today. Anyway, please
keep your water pure and clean and sc keep the children safe. And
then demand a better deal, Next, a2 small but important point of
correction oh my comments of Friday on President Carter's decision
not to lifzgganctions against Rhodesia, The Nigerian Government, whose
very strong pressure was mainly responsible for this,supplies the
United States with one million barrels of oil 2 day -~ not one billion =

and for this the United States pays Nigeria roughly five billion or

$5,000-million a year. So it is one million barrels of oil a day for

#5,000-million a year., Keep dry and goodnight{



Rhodesia: Carter Refuses to Lift Sencsions -
ka, A Triumph for Nigerian 'Diplomatic' Pressure.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
June 8, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: President Carter lest night announced that the United
States will not 1lift its U.N. ordered economic sanctions against
Rkpjodesia, even though there is now & supposedly black majority
government in control., By this decision the Certer Administration has
confirmed the general Third World judgement that lest April's elections
in Hhodesia under Ian Smith's so-called 'intexmal settlement' was a
freudulent face-card. Indeed, in his statement to reporters last night
Ien Smiths
lir., Certer mede a point of spelling'out-Just how much reasl power/thsz
white minority wili}iiircise behind Bishop Muzorewa's blsck face. And
8o, Mr, Carter said, the 1lifting of sanctions 'would not be in American
interests in Africa esnd elsewhere in the world'. ©So it was American
fictated
self-interest which/fkdienteid the Certer decision. And to get some
sort of idea of the neture of that self-interest in this particular
cese we need to remember 2 few basic facts. And first, and most
important right now, is the over-riding American need for oil. American
0il supplies for this year are estimated to be short of requirement by
anywhere between 5% and 15%; end so every barrel of oil that America
can get is important., Nigeria alone supplies America with 1,000~
million barrels of oil a day - which is about 15% of total American
0il imports. And for this massive supply of oil Nigerie is paid
around £5,000-million a year by the United States, When Nigeria first
sent its strong diplomatic signels to the Carter Administrationtoward
the end of April and early in May that it would mse withold its oil
from anybody who recognised the Rhodesian puppet regime the very
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TR _ other
strongﬂrightwing;group}of U.S. Senators and/Congressmen, led by

former CIA director Senator Jesse Helms, and backed by powerful
businessmen With huge investments in Southern Africa, insisted that
Nigeria could not afford to lose that $5,000-miliion a year she was
getting from the U.S. for her oil. And so, gsubling on the propesition
that Nigeria needed their dollars more thaﬁ they needed her o0il, they
pushed through that Senate vote on May 15 calling on the President to
1ift sanctions again Rhodesia. That was a great moment of victory for
the racists of Southern Africa and their powerful rightwing allies in
the Western world. And South Africa celebrated it by defying the U.N.
in Namibia and setting up its own puppet regime there, and launching
what it called a 'Southern Africa Solidsrity Bloc' on whose behalf

it then suggested that world war three should be fought in Southern
Africa to stop communism, Nigefiia responded by tightening her economic
sanctions against South Afriea, Hhodesia and Israel, end sent out even
stronger diplomatic signals, which this time included the excluding
of British firms from bidding for a hug project on tender. Washington
got the message, end so did London. Just as the United States cennot
afford to lose Nigerian oil so Britain cannot sfford to lose Nigerian
contracts and market. And so we had Mr, Carter's statement last night.
And the new British Foreign Secretary has sent out signals tha t there
will be no lifting of sanctions on Rhodesia for now, and the matter is
not likely to be discussed in the British Parliasment before somewhere
sround November. And hope in both London and Washington is that by
that time things would have changed suffiviently for a more acceptable
deel tc.be tried. But for mxgkx now Nigeria has, almost single-handed,
stopped the mounting Western pressure play for the quick ending of

sanctions ageinst Rhodesia, and her esrly recognition. And this is a
61" 4n8)ih818%on-e1
major triumph for hq? ol on~-alignedn movement., Goodnight



1) Of Sit-Ins, Sick-Outs & Honesty

q&) g%xl)‘ { ;{ ol g ‘%Pi,gggg;&gg%gﬁg%@%gyg Expresion

3) Self-Confidence & National Sovereignty

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
June 6, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The sisk-out or work-to-rule or sit-in form of industrié
action is, by definition,a rather sneaky form of activity. Those who
take part in it are really indulging in some form of limited strike
action without calling it by that name. If.it is work-to-rule it
means you show up at work but do little or mo werk and only make some
pretense at working: if it is a sit-in yau'do not even pretend - you
go to work end do nothing; and if it/is a sick-out you stay away from
on strike
work. And in each case you claim not to be/amzyxxfrxamxwmxk and you
expect to be paid as though you are giving a full day's work. And
this, whatever the justifieation and whatever the excuse - and there
were times in the past when there was great PJustification - this is
Bneaky and dishonest.In today's Jamaica workers do not lose their
jobs for being members of trade unions; they are not dismissed#y
beckward managements because they are trade union militants; even
those in the so-called essential serviceé have struck without losing
their livelihoods. So why this kind of sneaky action at this time?
Please don't get me wrong. I think our teachers have had a run-around
and I think they hsve reason to be good and mad., But why not express
their anger and their protest in ways thet sre straightforward and
upright so that the children they teach and the community at large,
and even those who disagree with them, will be able to look up to
them with respect? And surely, it is not beyond their wit and -
imaginations to devise forms of protest which will hit hardest at

their emplayers, in the forms of the Ministries of Education and the
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Public Service, rather than at our children? As it is, our children
are not, generally speaking, getting the kind =nd quality of education
- our children
they deserve. Penalising/tkmm further becsuse we are angry with the
government may be good pressure play. It is not good for our children.
fnd then there is the important matter of example. So please think
again. Next, the one thing that I think should be of constant concern
to our politiciens of 21l perties when they drag other nations and
countries into our locasl pasrtisan power plays is the matter of
consequences. For instance, if there were to bea@ chénge of govern-
ment after the next elections, whenever @hey are held, would the
Cubans want to continue the very real help they have given Js=maica in
the fields of health and construction &fter 2ll the nastiness which
hes been directed at them by those who would lead such a government?
You esk the people of Westmoreland what would heppen to them if the
Cuban doctors were withdrawn, And no matter who forms any future
and no matter what its ideologicael posture,
government of Jameica,/diversification of trsde and commerce is going
to be the name of'the survival game for Jamaica. To survive we are
business
going to have, to do/with all kinds of people 2nd asll kinds of political
system-- provided always that it is in Jameica's best interest to do
80. 50 if we must have witch-hunts let us hunt domestic witches. And
will the witch-hunters please remember that the Jemaica Constitdtion
itself guarantees to 21l Jemaicans, without exception, freedom of
association and freedom of expression. So witch-hunting is itself
contrary to the spirit of the Jemaican Constitutlon. éﬁd remember,
ean Sap
nobody can make you believe what you don't want to believe Lao there
Mnding
is no real need for the terribleLfear which is the breeding ground for
witches and tnose who would hunt them. It is really a question of

whether we have enough confidence 1P ourselves to deal with the whole

wide world on our own terms and in our own interest. That is what
national sovereignty is really all about. GO6O6dnight.



Business & the Numbers Game:
ow Many KGB, DGI, CIA, MI5 etec, etc..?

NEWS~ COMMEN TARY
For “roadcast on Monday
June 4, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The liatest round of the artifgél hoéting up of the
party on '

local/political scene is taking/a rather Jemes Bond-type form. We

are told that KGB (Soviet) and DGI (Cuban) agents or spies, are
crawling all over Jamaica., <The Leader of the Opposition on Saturday
night told a party banquet that, and now I quote: "...our own reports
tell us that there is something of the order of 5,000 Cubans operating
in and out of Jemaica now". He did not tell m=x his audience the
number of KGB spies who were operating here but he did name twoRussians
who are in Jemaica with the Soviet Embassy and whom he described as
'highly rated intelligence cofficers' whose presence here underscored
'the importance which Russia pleces on Jemaica', Now, I am not too
clear as tc just what is meant by the sd#atement that 5,000 Cubans
are operating 'in and out of Jamaica'. Does it mean that some of the
5,000 are operating in Jemaica, and some outside Jamaica? And if so,
what are the numbers who are alleged to be operating insidd Jamgica?
And what the numbers cutside? And why ere we intrested in what the
Cubans are alleged tc be doing outside Jemeica? Or, does the 'in and
out of Jemaica' mean that the alleged 5,000 are really based here

elsewhere

and carry on their activities/from & Jemaican base? And if this
latter is the case then we have the question: Why would they do such
a damnfool thing? Anybody who tries to carry out any kind of secret
operation out of Jamaica must have huge holes in their heads. Ve are

renown for not being able to keep anything secret. Not even what goes

on in the Cabinet. So no self-respecting spy orgsnisation 18 likely



to use Jamaica as a base from which to operate 'out of Jamaica'.
Indeed, the CIA which rang a very tiny ‘'shop' here during those rough
and tough days when Mr. Heerry Kissinger's people 'leaned' on us, and
iocal newspaper
the/headlines screamed: 'Kingston Burns' -~ that tiny CIA shop had
dozen or so
the names of all its/operatives pamphleteered up and down the country.
’nd you know, and I know, how well informed and even over-informed
Jemaicans in such faraway places as Miami and Toronto and Washington
and New York are about secret goings-on here in Jemaica even before
these things happen. So Jemaica as a sort of big spy base would be
out in my judgement, But I could be wrong end we may indeed have this
kind of big spy base here. But in that case you can be very sure of
And thas is:
one thing./The other spy organisations in the great big world are
going to fodlow suit and set up their own spy bases here, And so the
CIA and MI5 will enlarge whatever shops they have here now: and the

Royal Canadian Mounties, and the French Deuxieme Bureau, and the West

Germany and the East Germam and the Israeli spy organisations will
not want to be outdone and will all try to match that alleged 5,000
operating in and out of Jamaica. Just think of it: af total of
roughly 40,000 spies of xkm all the spying nationaiities in the world
operating 'in and out of Jamaica'. It could be very good business for
Jamaica, especially if these people live in the style and on the

scale we have been led to believe they do by the Jemes Bond and the
Saht and other such stories, But then the question arises: Why? Why
would all these spies want to go crawling all over Jamaica while the
whole world looks on and the simplest Jamaican can identify each and
everyone of them: the non-English speaking by their broken English and

accented speech; and the English-speaking by their different and

Sk ’ _ o wi ; o —_r .
distinctive accentsﬁwéggtﬁ“e latizgfﬁzﬁaﬁigzzArmageddon Day just six
months away, what/would all these (spies went from Jemaica? Goodnight
Incidentally, the Cuban Embassy says there are only 1400 Buba er



l) Wsges & Prices & Holding Strain
2; Escalating Politics of 0Oil
3) ledia Debate: the control of ideas

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Friday

June 1, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Telephone rates go up 1l0%¥ as from today; on Wednesday

of this week the price of most of our soap - both toilet and laundry -
was increased; on last Sunday's 'Exposure' programme on this station
in which both the Minister of Public Utilities and the Chairman of

the Jemaica Public Service Company took part, it came out that
electricity rates are almost certain to go up. And the people who

do the deily or weekly household family shopping will tell you that
except for the handful of tightly controllzgggtems, the prices of
almost everything else keep going wp. The prices of patent medicines
eand drugs seem to go up capriciously on a sort of week-by-week basis
and some people now go from pharmacy to pharmacy because the same
itﬁﬁ}be found for a few cents less in one plece than another. And

the same thing applies %o clothing and footware and household utensils
And nobody seems to care or be seriously concerned about these

erratic price movements. And, of course, where things are short, as
with car parts and the like, the prices are what the racket can stand.
And the stendard excuses and justifications are inflation and
deva‘uation, even where these do not really epply. And so we have,
with rare exceptions, tiis open season on prices. And the thing that
the government has to face, the thing that hes brought orgenised
labpur together to confront the government and the private sector,

is the brute fact that in & situation where you have 'open season' on

prices and profits, you cennot have a closed season on wages alone,

I.M.F. or no I.M.F. If there sre only token restraints on prices then

— e e
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there must be the ssme token restraints on wages: if the commitment
to be
to restraint is/volunssry and a promise to 'try' on the part of

employers, including the government as an employer, then you cannot
ask for more from the workers. Already, the workers and the poor
gemerally, have carried the main burden of the massive economic

harddhips of the past few years. You c¢annot, in conscience, expect
And they will not, in any case go on doing it.
them to go being the main bearers of this burden./So if there is to

be 2 holding strain on wages then there must be an equal and an

equally measurable holding strain on prices. /Unless this government,
in both sacrifice & reward
and this society, faces up to this central fact of equity/ then, I

think, we are in for further grief as the worldwide escalation of
the politics of oil continues. Already, the 'most powerful nation on

earth' is besieged and rendered almost impotent of decisive action
desperate
by its desperate need for oil. ‘And in this/eituation a full 64% of

its people, according to a Lou Hasrris Poll made public this morning,
still do not believe that there is 2 real o0il crisis; they believe

the 0il companies .are trying to rip them off. And any society which
ne
has this kind of deep distrustg and suspicions and[areas of ignorsance

must find it immeasurably harder to deal with its problems than a
and (1€ newrs media,

society which trusts itself and its leaders[énd accepts the facts

because it is usually told the truth. And this, incidentally, also
PHienicamn Very many
tells us something very important about thelnews media,/Ka%t ordinary

Americans are almost as suspicious of what they are told by their

news media as they are of Big Lsbour, Big Government, Big Business,

Big 0il, and the like. And so they don't believe the truth of an oil

cerisis which is all too real becruse they do not trust those who tell
them this truth. I do not think Jemesica wants to go that route, even

on the advice of Freedom House. To survive this worldwide crisis

Jemaicans, all Jemaicans, not just some, and not just the politically
partisan, need to trust each other; and we will only trust each other

and pull together when we share both reswards and sacrifices equallj
Goodnioht



1) The Pros & Cons of the Hanging Debate
2) Rhodesia's New Cabinet
3) South Africa on World War Three

For brogdcast on Wednesday
May 30, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The question of capitel punishment - to hang or not
toc hang those convicted of murder - is the topic of the moment here
in Jemaica. And it has resulted in a vast outpouring of sound and
involved
fury and passion which has done little to make the issues/any clearer
than they were before this latest outbreak, Those who are in favour
it,
of hanging are denounced by those who are against/as'the blood-thirsty
majority'!, as though blood-thirstiness and majorities go together:
and those who are against hanging are denounced by those who are in
minority
favour of it as/leftists or communists or bleeding hearts or radicals.
And so you end up in the one case with a sneering, whether intended
or not, at the majority for holdingf a certain view; and you end up
vy L
in the other case with a condemning of the minority view byl}abelling
it subversive., And whatever else tuis kind of confrohtationist
posturing does, it does not help us to think our way through what is
really a very complex and difficult problem. You do not educate or
c‘bthwewﬁ
persuade or convert anybody by abusinthhem. ABd it seems to me that
those who are ageinst hanging have a massive education job ahead of
them if they are to persuade the rest of the society to at least
examine their side of the matter with reason and tolerance, And in
the democratic process the views of majorities, however misguided, do

matter and have to be taken into account. But this is not the same

thing as saying that governments must slavishly reflect the narrowest

of majority views and prejudices, The challenge of leadership is=de=
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is the people,
at its very best is that it/always a step ahead ofxxthaxissd, of
and educating
those it leads, stimulating and challenging/them to greater effort, to
‘ to clearer
greater understanding and/the/gxmatxperception of important social
issues on which all progress and change must be based. This, rather
present is
than the/pro and con cussing and shouting on hanging,/what is needed
at this time. And this, let us note, allows for a healthy and creative
and dynamic relationship bbtween the minority with one view and the
majority with another. The issue, it seems to me, is not who is right
or who will win over this question of to hang or not to hang. The
real issue, it seems to me, is the kind of society we want to create
and the kind of people we want Jemaicans to be and to become in their
dealings with each other. I thoughfthe comments by the lady named
Hazel Brown which appeared on the flontpage of this momming's Daily
News touched on some very key issues. And so did the points raised
by Bobby Fray here last night and Barbara Gloudon's Steg&la column
this morning., And you know, laws, and the concept of the rule of law,
and of social justice are all as dynamjc, as changing and evolving as
AL se palk. wtlifndes 4§ (umk B st want
life itself.LAnd for wyself I would, like Hazel Brown,/to strive for
a society in whiech hanging is eliminated except in very extreme and
The question is: How to get there. That, rather
special cases./AmaxIXanMxEEixsEXNHERXNEXEizRxakantxtikexxurizxex than
all the quarreling and cussing that is now going on, is what I would
like to see discussed and debated and reasoned about. And finally and
very briefly. Bish Muzerewa today announced his new Cabinet for
Rhodesia and it consist of only his faction and Ian' Smith's. Smith
becomes Minister without Portfolio - the real white power behind the
black mask. And in welcoming the new setup this morning the South
African Prime Minister in effect invited the Western World to fight

world war three over Southern Africa 1# the Cubans end Russians werec

to step up their help to the freedom fighters. Goodnight.



1) End of All Hope For Social Comntract?
2) Inergy Crisis & Gloomy Eccnomic Forecasts
3 igeria Tightens Its 0Oil Boycott

NEWS COMM
Tor broadcaest on Monday

Good evening: Nr., Hugh Shearer's stetement at the annusl general
of the BITU
assembly/this pest weekend thet the book is now closed as far as
the proposed social contract is concerned woukd seem to end any hope
of thet idea now getting off the ground. For (alkthough he was spesking
to a BI1U gethering, lr. Shearer was also expressing the views of
at least four other trede unions - if not those of the entire trade
on the sgciel contrsct
union movement. In the negotistions/between the unions, the goverbh-
ment and the employer groups, Mr. Shearer was the spokesman for the
BITU, the NWU, JALGO, the TUC amnd JUPOPE. And it is reascnable to
assume thet the views he expressed on Saturday was a fair represent-
of the views
ation/of all five unions. . And if these unions reject the social
contract in its present form then there is no way that that contract
could work, no metter who else mesy support it. The agreement of
organised lesbour is the one essentisl ingredient in this case. The
government and organised labour, by themselves, could work a social
entire
contract of sorts, evenm if the/business community end the politicel
opposition were opposed to it; on the other hend, the govermnment and
the business community and the political opposition combined, could
not work any kind of sociel contract if organised isbour were opposed
to it. This is just 2 fact of current Jemaicen life, whether we like
it or not, wnether we approve of it or not. And, you know, the basic
the unions
things/Xxkemnx esked for were not unressonable. They wanted some kind

of an enti-layoff law and they wanted more than just 2 verbal promise
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inecresases
to 'try' to keep priceg down to the ssme level as wage increases,

and they wented a firm commitment that more jobs would be crcated.
Thereygiger issues that they also pressed for but these were the
key ones the unions wsnted as » condition for endorsing the social
contrect., The unions got no clear commitment on any of these points
which is why Mr. Sheerer called the book closed on Saturday. ILike it
or not, the unions asnd their members 2re not prepared to accept being
proposed
the only ones eslled on to meke sacrifices for the/social contract.
50 where do we go from here? The next move now ds up to the government
and the privete sector groups. And whatever move they decide on,
jointly or separately, will not ke madé any easier by this morning's
gloomy economic forecosteg out of bMtle United States. Anmerica's
inflation rate, which had seeméd %o be easing off a little, has been
forced up 2gain by the latest round of oil price incresses; and at
the ssme time there is e slowing down in economic sctivity, a notice-
able decline in output, and th¢ first signs of/growing unemployuent,
especially among“the blacks and the young. ‘nd apart from Celifornie's
odd-even petrol raticning system there is as yet no coherent energy
policy taking shepe in the United States. All of which mesns that
things could become very uncomfortable and very ugly for Americans
over the next
hexweenxnax twelve months or more., And since our economy is so
dependent on the Amerimen economy we cennot aveid catching cold whenev
they sneeze, which is the strongest argument for economic diversific-
ation. What compounds America's troubles even more is that Saudi Arabit
is no longer her closest friend and defender in OPEC;and Nigeria,
which is now America's second lergest supplier of oil, hes decided
to tighten her economic boycott against Rhodesia, South Africa end
Isreel. %And of course Nigeria's main economic wespon is her oii Which

she may withold from anyone who trsdes with or supplies Rhodesia,
South Africs ©2nd Israel. Some hard ones for President Csrter. Goof
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The Jemaicen Politicel Scene:
Llections « toral Alliances

$
7

Good evening: Here on the domestic Jemaican political scene the

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Fridey

most interesting recent developments which need very close study and
carefuly thinking about are, firstly, the stepping up of the campaign
to try and force the government into calling early general elections;
and, secondly, the insistence of the VWorkers Party of Jamaica that
it is entering into an electoral alliance with the PNP even though
of the PBP
both Prime Minister Msnley and the executive committee/have rejected
out of hand the idéa of any such alliance. To begin with the pressure
play to try and for early elections: this is, of course, nothing new
es Jomaican party politics in recent years has tended to bzﬁalmost
imitation of an
unending/election cempeign. And this endless campaigning and this
endless pressuring for new elections has contributed almost as much
as anything else to the disturbed and unsettled mood in the country,
which is then used as a f@%her argument for stepped-up calls for new
elections. This time around the campaign is around a2 target date of
October; and the talk is that elections must be held by October. And
this time around one of the scerifying pres.ure points is the rumour
that it is the IMF which is insisting on new elections. So please
watch this one very cerefully. Ask yourself: Is it business of the IMF
which is an internationsl money-lender who is here at the request of
the Jemaican Government, to tell any government of Jamaica when to
hold nationsl elections? And, more importent, will any government of

Jemaica, be it PNP or JLP, submit to such an instruction if it were

given, Think about jt and decide for yourself how feasible this wolun,

JUsVUL1i£, o pw ﬂ&ndc pfod 4 poe (F shiks.
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Next, ask yourself just how feasible the rumoured October target
date for elections really is. The JLP has said that it does not
want to fight new elections under the old electoral system. So the
gquestion is can & new electoral system be worked out, be debated and
agreed on by all the parties and then be put in place in time for
: Most unlikely. what would be
October elections?/ So the real question is: What is/the point of suck
a stepped up cempaign for the calling of elections between now and
October? 1Is it to 'erupf' ;hgountry an little more and so distract
us from trying to cope with the hard and harsh economic problems?
Next, the WPJ's electorel alliance. Now, ‘the central fact about any
allisnce - electoral, personal, national, what you will - is that it
takes more than one side to make it. If only one side wents an allianc
and the other or others do not, then there is no alliance and there
can be no alliance., So why the WPJ insistence? It seems to me that
field its own candidates to

once the WPJ had decided to/fight the next elections there were omly
two options open 3¢ it: first, to fight the two electoral giants on
its own as 2 third perty and risk the oblivion which hes befallen all
previous third parties which have rushed into Jemaican electooal

second, if successfully
politics, or/mXse to try to force an alliance which,/zxxkzsx
pulled off, could mean one or two seats in Parliesment, or at the very
least, could mean the survival of the paiz;?after an electoral
defeat. The catch here, the flaw in this WPJ strategy from the point
of view of the PNP, is that in either case the PNP would kz stand to
lose: if the WPJ won any seat it would mostiy likely be at the expensc
of the PNP, not the JLP; similarly if any alldgénce with it went down
to defeat, the survival of the WPJ would in fact be at the expense of

hard

the PNP. So in terms_of the straight cold-blooded/facts of Jamaican
such an alliance

electoral politics/can, in thé¢ short run, only benefit the WPJ and
the JLP, not the PNP. And Jemaican electoral politics is by definitj
short-run politicsi~,qudnight. : .

. IFec filioat 1 ALbiers Lhewd Juod 0eats .



1) Labour Day, 1979
2) U.N. Anti-Apartheid Session
3) Honouring Our Own

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcast on Wednesday

May 23, 1979, 6.,10p.m

Good evening: Labour Day, 1979, this Labour Day, may well be
remembered in the larger history of the world not because it is a
Jemaican occasion but because on this Jamaican occasion a special
session of the United Nations Special Commitéee Against Apartheid

met here in Jamaica to do honour to six outstanding West Indian
leaders and to plan the final attack on the citidel of raéism in
today's world. So on this Labour Day of 1979 you can, if you want to,
see and make a clear connection between past, present and future;
between Jamaica and the Caribbean; between Jamaica, the Caribbean and
Africa - and so, between you and I and the wholé wide world., Apartheid
which is just the latest and ugliest of a series of ugly names for
racism is_under attack by the United Nations and because of the part
it has played in the fight against racism Jamaica has been chosen

to be the seat of this session of tge Special United Nations Committee
When the record of thef fight against Apartheid is finally compiled
Jeamaica's place in that record will be =a préud and honourable one -
with yesterday's honouriﬁg hefé of Marcus Gervey and Jose Merti and
Dantes Bellegarde and George P.dmore and Sylveéter Williams and

Franz Fanon being a very high point. All these men were West Indieans,
And yesterdey's honouring was essential of West Indian fighters.

against racism - which is why other illustrious names in the struggle

. names like that of W.E.B. DuBois and Kwame Nkrumah and Wallace

Albert Luthuli
Johnson and Martin Luther King and/Kexzmmx¥zmzeiz and Clement Kadali

end a host of others - were not called. Clement Kadeli, for instence



pioneered trade unionism for black$in South Africa in the early
1920s, at a time when blacks had been so brutalised psychologically
that even they doubted their common humanity. And some of you may
the great black American scholar
recall that it was/W.E.B. Dubois, once the enemy of Marcus Garvey
but & great Pan-African and Garveyite later in life - it was DuBois
1910 or 1912
who at the very start of this eentury, in 1200Q or 1902, made the
prophetic declaration that the problem of the twentieth century is
the problem of the colour-line, the problem of the relations between
the darker and the lighter taces of men in Asie, in Africa, in America
and in the islands of the sea., And this century of ours, as no other
in recorded history, has been bedevilled by the problem of racism.
And as men grappled with this problem it has become increasingly
over the years
clear/that behind the face of racism was the reality of the will to
economic and political control: the control of resources, the control
of energy, the control of technology, the control of ideas. And the
thing that runs like a strong connecting thread through the lives and
vork of the six Caribbean leaders who were honoured yesterday is the
steady fight of each to rip away the mask of racism and so reveal the
naked will to power behind it. Race and racism were the tools and
clearly
once this was/recognised the real struggle for economic and political
control could be engaged. It has taken a very long time, nearly all
of this century, but we are getting there at last. The peoples of
Asia and of Africa and of America and of the islands of the sea have
begun to recoggise the reality of economic and political control.
And everywhere you see, willy-nilly, willingly or unwillingly, grace-
fully or gracelessly, the transfer of economic and, therefore, real
' power, to the dark-skinned natives in their own lands. The ppocess
hes only just started, and Southern Africa is now the focal point of
resistance; hence the Speciazl UN Committee meeting here. And by honour:

our own we assert clearly that the problem of the 21st century will
have nothing to do with racism; we are settling that one in the closiny

days of this gcentury® SO RRE £
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on konday
Mesy 21, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The presence in Jemeica, and in the wider Ceribbean,
of a lnrgeiiggi Mission, headed by no less a person then the Vice-
President of Iraq, s#nd the manner in which that Mission has been
received in both Brazil and Guysna and now, here, and in which it

is certain to beAreceived i#ﬁuba, is o _pretty“eccurate pointer

to some of the very critical changes which have taken plsge in our
world, snd which sre still taking plecge in our world. Ten years

ago no delegation from Ireq, no metier who hezded it, would have
made this kind of impact in this part of the world. And 1 think it
is & feir guess that if this present Mission were to just suggest
that it might be interested in visiting VWashington everybody would
fall over themselives fo make such a visit possible. And that is

a measure of the power of oil. Iraq/zisthe third largest exporter of
0il before the Irsnien revolution . At that time Ssudi Arebis exported
just about three and & half times a&s much o0il as Irag, =snd Iran
exported slight less than twice as much. Iran hn:}i:ecut back her
0il exports drgstica.ly so although Iraq is still third, it is a
very much more significent third than it was before the revolution
in Iran. C©il is power; and in today's energy hungry world who has
0il has the power that commands the attention of the world. And if

you have watched recent developments closely you might just heve

seen the very first hints that at least some of the oil-rich countries

ere beginning to use their power to serve certein besic Third World
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ends. One exemple was thet very quiet diplomatic wrrning%rom Rigerisa
to the Crrtgr Administretion that eny swift recognition of the
puppet blsck regige in Rhodesia could jeopardise Nigerian oil
supplies to the U.S5. Another was that renewed Venezuelan move,
under a new President, for the setting up by OPEC of that 800-million
dollar fund to help poor Third World countries desl with their
energy problems. Yet enother is the spparent understanding arrived at
last week between Cuba's Fidel Cestro and the new Mexican President
that Mexico will use the new influence gained fm® by her posession
of 0il to further the drive for a new interndtional economic order.
And yesterday Iraq's Minister of Information told the Jamaica press
here in Kingston thet his government hed offered to assist Jamaica

y 1f 0il was found,
in its offshore oil explorations snd stood resdy/to train Jamaicans
in the various aspects of the operation of the oil industry And then
the Minister seid, snd now I guote: "The purpose behind our readiness
to assist in this way is to free Jamaica from any pressures or con-
ditions that foreign compenies may attempt to impose. Cur aim is to
help Jsmaica take eontrol of this resource, if it exists". All these
ere small strews blowing in the :iﬁg’ but blowing clearly in the
direction c¢f 2 new order. And like 21l really basic chenges this one
is going to take time. It is ageinst this beckground that we need
follow that meeting in Peris of the 20 major oil consuming countiries,
eas well as U.,S., Foreign Secretary Cyrus Vance's meeting with Nrs.
Thatcher's people in London on Ihodesia 2nd related matters, Cil and
who hes it and how it is disposed of and on what political and ecOnOmi

for the
terms will go on being the name of the main game/as long as/Americans

who are just now beginning to feel the first shocks offh# pinch,
cannot or will not control their wasteful consumption habits. Arsg

Tiunixy Goodnight.



1) A First Look at 1979/80 Budget
2) A Covenant between Landlords & Tenants
’}0 The Year of the Child: Freedom from Hunger

NEWS COMMENTARY ' —
For broadcast on Friday

Good evening: A first look at the 1979/80 spending Estimates of
the Budget shows that the Government plans to spend less money in
this new Finenciel Year then it did last year, This is part of the
continuing and painful effort to cut our cloth to suit our purse,
part of striving to live within our means. This mornings papers
carry what appears to be conflicting figures of the amount of the
cutback in Government spending. The reason is that in one case they
yesterday's
are looking at/xke figures against last year's approved estimates,
and in the other case they are looking at yesterday's figures against
last year's revised estimates. Against last year's approved estimates
Government spending for this year has been cutback by $644-million;
against last year's revised estimates the cutback is some $56-million,
It is all 2 question of which set of figures you prefer to use: both
are correct; no need for confusion. For me, at first glance, the
overall good thing a2bout the spending estimetes is that just a little
under one-third of the total amount is earmarked for capital or
developmental spending, with the rest going into national housekeeping.
I woudd have preferred to see a greater amount spent to enlarge the
national wealth; but at least a reasonable amount is being earmarked.
for this. And it is importent to make sure that this amount is in
fact spent on enlerging the assets of the nation and is not wasted
away on patching up old capital projects which were badly done.

And the most disappointing and depressing thamkg about thi#se spending

estimates at first glance is the large amount of money that will go
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into the servicing end repayment of the Public Debt. The varying
amounts add up to something of the order of $397-million. The fact
that we have‘to borrow does not make this kind of debt serviecing and
repayment any more palatable. The important thing is to meske sure
that every penny of it 1is used productively gnd prddently and
effeéciently. And, above all, that it is used to help increase food
production to the point where prices can be reduced and all our
children, éspecially the younger ones in those early critical years,
can be adequately and properly fed. I get/zgit impression every now
and then, in this Year of the Child, that we tend to get carried away
by the big and dramatic and glamomous events of the Year to the point
of glossing over what strikes me as the single most importan%?e%he
single most basigjzgd, therefore, the single most important right
that we can give our children in preparing them for life. And that
is the right of every single Jemaican child to freedom from hunger.
A child who does not enjoy this right while growing up is forever
handicapped as against the child who grows up properly fed, Neither
and undernourished

the body norg the brain of the hungry/child grows properly: both
brain and body/iigwstunted and they do not learn as well, and in

for jobs or anything else
manhood or womanhood they cannot compete/on a basis of eqmality with
those who grew up well feed and better schooled. In %his sense, under
nourishment in childhood, often decides a person%future for the rest
of his or her l1life. So equal opportunity, if it is to be more than
a nice slogan, must begin, I think, with seeing all our children
adequately fed. That would be my first priority for the Year of the
Child. And I am glad to see that Housing Minister Anthony Spaulding's

very controversial amendments to the Rent Restriction Act which is

now before the House will stop the business ©f refusing to rent to
femilies with children. But more on the proposed amendements ano ther
time. Goodnight.



1) viorkers Week, 1979
—~ 23 Hhod881a - C\rter s Dilemma

/ /4; 3) Southern African Soliderity Bloc
, él/ After-shock of Archie Singhem

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on Vednesday
Key 16, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: That politicsl bombshell dropped by Archie Singhem

at the now-sdjourned Smith Commission lest Fridey continues to-

"rumble

rippim tarough Jrmsica politicel ciricles 1like = sort of after-
shock. There is a kind of bemused, shell-shocked rersction in some
quarters; in others it is &s though something we /should not reaily
tqlk about has suddenly been brought out,inte the open - rather
like the time when some of us seid 'CIA? What CIA?' And then, of
course, there is the ancieni?grimitive response to the bringer of
caell him & liar,
bad tidings:/denounce him, curse him, stone him with words if not
with stones. But sooner or lester, like it or not, we will have to
really look =t what Apchie Singhem ssid, =nd weigh it and examine it
and think and telk about how we sre going xm kxwm to deal with thés
which we
problem which we all.really knew sbout all slong but/prptended w® did -
§§;?§ecause it suited our special interests and our partissn power
gomes, S0 let us see how long it takes before we stop screaming and
cursing at Archie Singham eond start thinking =snd ressoning smong
ourselves., What is for sure is we cennot  shove this thing back into
a dark closet =#nd pretend it never ceme out. And the days when they
destroyed the g}nger of bad news are lost in the mists of antiquity,
as are those of the hunting and burning of witches. Next, and turning
to the internationsl scene, yesterday's vote in the United States

Senate calling on President Certer to end the U.N. decreed economic
senctions on Rhodesia puts Mr. Certer snd his administration on the

horms of an interesting snd delicate politicel dilemma. In the
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voting - and the whole thing was led and menaged by Senator Jesse
Helms, & hardline rightwinger who once headed the CIA - 75 Senators,
which is.thrée-quarters of the entire Senate, supported the call. So
though-it is not legelly binding on the President, it is impossible
for him to just igmgore it. Ageinst this set the fact that Nigeria has
mede it very clear to the Certer Administration that she will cut off
0il supplies to the United States if senctions sgrinst Rhodesia sre
lifted in present circumstences. And the United ©States, right now,
needs Nigerian oil aimost more desperately than“she needs anything
elee, Already there sre some reports of sn @il shortfall of some
200,000 barrels a day in terms of covering all her mmzis requirements.
tYhich is why they hsve retioning in Cflifornia snd the prospects of
shortages and dislocation
nationwide/this summer and worse for the coming winter. To lose
figerien oil in this context would be to invite =211 kinds of disasters
This is the dangerous energy-relsted political minefield Nr. Carter
has to deal with in the weeks ahead. Lifting sanctions is no simple
matter. But the very feet of the CSenate vote, #s indeed of the Eritish
election result, is 2 'great boost for the recists in Southern Africa
end they a2re now, talking of something c2lled a 'Southern African
Solidarity Bloe' consisting of South Africa, & black-puppet-ruled
Hhodesia, & puppet administered Namibia, snd Maleawi., Their primesry
aeim is to get recognition and support from the West. How the West
responds mey well determine whet kind of role and whet kind of
relations the West has with Black Africa for the foreseeable future. iy
g is ) against racism, which is the first ene,
W“het/semexs certain is that the struggle/in Southern Africs will ‘
intﬁnsify. And those who fight are going to make friends and associat

and prowotes
ions end commitments on the basis of what serves/their own interests

begte And finally a thought on Vorkers Weeﬁ?ﬁaicn runs until Labour

Dey. Roughly one out of every four workers is without & job right no
whaet is the labour movement doing sbout this? Goodnight.



Archie Singhem Drops a Bomb

nergy Crisis Continues

Britein & Southern Africs

Central Africen Empire - A New Tyrenny
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Monday
Mesy 14, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: A main talking point in politicel circles here in
Jamaice over this pest weekend was the evidence gﬁQen to the Smith
Commission on Corruption by frofessor Archie Singham l=st Friday.
Indeed I think it is fair to ssy that ‘rchie Singhagﬁgropped some-
thing of & bombshell which has many people #nd . iInstitutions all
;shook-up'. What he said, the ideas he put.forward; had a jerring
and jerking shock effect on an enquiry which had lergely settldd
into the femiliar petty perty politiecal point-scoring power play.
Just consider a few of the things, Archie Singham ssid: Ideology is
a generaad framework which allows people to know where they are
going: it is a morel correftive which is important for political
survival. He seid the opposite to ideology is moral opportunism:
if a party has no ideology it is very hard to judge. He said in
societyes like ours the governument is tne only agency where the
majority of the people hsve some finanecial control over the goals
and objectives. He said it is imperative that the government involve
itself in political education. Xakadyxsisexxizxgmingxtaxsaxitxyiie He
said in a society where the private sector dominates the bulk of
the political education comes from the private sector and they
pepresent their own interesta?; ;gidgovarnment hes to teke a section
of the budget mfxihexkmigat and devoﬁe i%‘to education and informetion
for nobody else is going to do it fﬁr them. And when the Commissioner

asked him: "How does one coﬁvince anybody thet it is not spending

taxpayers money to advance the cause of one political party as



distincet from educating the populace?"” Archie Singham replied:
"Ko metter what you do, by being a political being you are going to
get mileage. One hes to judge very cerefully. One tends to believe
that a technical solution is political gnd a political statement is
partisen. That thin line cf doing things for the national interest
is & line that one must be constantly vigilant about." So there you
have it. Just a few of the statements made by Professor Archie Singham
to the Smith Commission which is now looking at allegations of
corruption made against the Ministry of Mobilisation. I suggest you
you cerefully read the full text of Archie Uingham's prepared state-
ment &s well as the first phese of his being question on ity Not
surprisingly, the JLP attorneys needed time to study whet Singhsem
seid and to prepare to cross—examine him. You do not just rush in
to deal with the kind of politiecel bombshell Archie Singham had Jjust
And most of us, I think,
dropped./¥xx suddenly, for/ssmExsfxumyxxixisasx, the goings-on at
the Smith Commission have been invested with an important new Third
World dimension which trenscends our local party power geme. Another
matter of imperternee to us is what the Throne Speech at tomorrow's
opening of the new British Perlisment will say about Southern Africa
in particular. It is no accident that the South Africen Government has
chosen this time to
juxt/announced its decision to set up a puppet government in Namibia
the efforts of
thus ignoring the U.N. as well as/the five Western Powers. MNrs.
Thatcher had given them the go-ahead by deélering that a government
led by her would veto any U.N. move to apply senctions against South
Africa.Will the the Throne Speepch mention this, and Rhodesia? And in
the Central African Empire the police and military of Emperor E6kassa
is reported to have bratally murdered some 100 sch6al children for

refusing to wear uniforms. Idd Amin was not the only black tyrent in
Africa. And tyrenny, lest we forget ¢ come$ in all shades and colour’
political and otherwise. Goodnight. L



l) U.S. Energy Crisis: A Setbasck for Carter
The Politics of the Sociel Contract

Y

NEWS COMM*ITARY

For breddesst on Fridasy

May 11, 1979, 6.10p.m

Godd evening: President Carter's Strndby Ges Rotioning Plan, which
"wes spproved by the U.S. Senrte esrlier this week was lest night
decisively defeast in the U.S. House of Representatives. And this is

a serious setback for the President's efforts to get the United States
prepared against the shocks and dislocations which lie ahead as the
energy crisis deepend, It seems that most of the Representatives,
the vote was almost two to one against the Plan, were still not
prepared to face the harsh prospects that lie shead. And this ded

one of their fellow Congressmen to describe the decision as coming
from "the most gutless Congress he had ever seen", So they will

carry on as usual till disester strikes. In the meantime the
C:lifornians seem to be adjusting peinfully to tﬁ:}igiioning which
was forced on them after lest weekend's dislocation. Indications are
that 2 reelly bitter political row is in the making as Crliforniens
begin to ask why their Stete seems to have less petrol than the

other States of the Union. 5o energy =snd petrol rationing may yet
become a hot and divisive politicael issue in the U.S. - woich is

not really going to help things very much. Here 2t home, our simmer-
ing politicesl power geme seem to be on the verge of becoming heated
up again; =nd you do not have to be told how easily it can get over-
heated, once the process starts up ogein. And the issue, this time,
is the Socisl Contredd. If the report in yesterdey's Daily News is

correct then one of the conditions made by the Jesmaice Labour Party

for its support of the social contresct Was that the Government should
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call new general elections in six months time. The report says the
Government side rejected this demand and so the talks between the
two sides whicn took place 2t Gordon House on Tuesday broke up within
five minutes., Its the s=me 0ld power gsme which has become so sadly
familisr over the pest few years: it has been played with electoral
reform, with seerce benefits and job distribution, with viectimisation,
with spies, with corruption. The one side mekes charges or demands
or accusations; the other side replies or rejects or denies: and a
massive amount o;}ggérgy and ingenuity is diverted to the cut and
thrust and push and shove which then tekes pride of place. Inevitebly

take second or third or fourth place andsuffer.
the hard problems =nd the real needs of the nation/sxffex. And this
is a prescription for ultimste disaster, no mestter which party is in
power., And, you know, there is what strikes me as a rather simplistic
assumption that there are only two alternatives/;g this dangerous game
and that these 2re straightforward and understandable and predictable.
But in the very process of gbappling with each other encd with the
problems of surviving/::i being pulled down, &s well as with the wider
problems of = changing world, the parties themselves have undergone
and are undergoing serious &nd important changes; and so has the
society. Saxxhziix:umpzinn Indeed, one of these changes is seen in
the very nature of the type of politics we now conduct. So the

or that
essumption thet if you pull down this/one, by hook or by crook, you
will automatically rephace it -~ thia assumption may turn out to be
the most monumental misconception of our time. Those who are hell-
bent on a demolition job had better think this one out carefully.
carcass or &
Pulling down is comparatively easy; inheriting the/rubble smdé the
skeleton not so easy, especially if there are meny scavengers as
Hebuilding,s hardest.

well as other and persuafsive claimantsabout./And then, too, there

is the judgement of the feople to consider: Will they entrust any re-
building job to any demolition crew? Goodnight.



" 1) Petrol Retion in U.S.
i 2) Putting Jrmrica First

/

NEWS COMMERNTARY
For broadcast on VWednesdey
May 9, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: TYesterdry the Presiaent of the United Strntes waes
reported as telliing the ’‘mericsn Congress, -nd therefore the
fmerican people, that the United States had little more than two
week's supply of crude oil stocks. And slso yesterdry, the state

of Celifornisbegsn rationing petrol in those perts of it where
supplies/i:il very short. And also yesterdsy President Csrter's
Stendby Gasolene Retioning Plsn wes espproved by the Congress. This
means that if the situstion gets any worse the American President
will heve the rcuthority to quiekly end immedietely institute petrol
retioning turoughout the country. The present Cslifornie rntioning
system does not, on the frce of it, seem either tight or foolproof
at the moment., But after the massive dislocetion of the prst weekend
when cers were abandoned at petrol stations, snything is better
than nothing. ‘This system will 2t lesst bring some sort of order
while the Celiformiaens try to think through their very special
problems., For this is 2 pert of the United Ststes where people up
to now thought nothing of driving one or two hundred miles to work
and fifty miles or more to go to 2 supermerket or & show or to have
a haircut: it is a2 lend of sprewl and having a powerful car with a
tenk full of petrol wes as essential ss having » home 2nd food to
eat. Up to now Celiforniens could not imagine how 1ife could go on
without that cer and the tenkful of petrol. Then crme last weekend.
Now they sre restricting the ssle of é@trol after midnight. And on

odd numbered days petrol will be sold only to people whose cars hove



odd number plates: on even numbered days iy will be the turn of
people whosg cars asve even number pisves. And nobody wiil be
allowed to buy more than 20 gellons 2% & time. And if you think
that some smert motorist will go from ges station to gas station
till he has 2l1ll he wents, just besr in mind that the distences sre
such that it mry teke more than 20 grnllons to go from one ges station
to the next snd back. ‘nywey, tnis is the outline of the first quick
Unlifornien response %o the peiwrol shortiage which suddenl? hit them
ias8tv weekend. Dut is not rationing supposed to be something
communist? Cen you imagine what & politvicel field day we would heve
had here if it was in Josmeica rather than Californis that petrol
retioning was introduced! 1 can aimost see the scery heédlines
about communism taking over and rationing being the first step on
the road to it. And what a flood we would have had of what the
current issue of Time legezine describes as "that curse of the
1960s, opinionated adveceey journalism"”. And coming just about a
decade later than in the United Stetes it would hrove been in perfect
charscter. But it happened in Celifornia, not Jrmeica. 5o nobody
thought the communists hsd taken over, or that the U.3. was going
communist or that the Governor of Csiifornia or the President of
the United States were to blame and had to resign or be driven out
of office. Instead, everybody there seems to be trying to get on
with the job of coping with this proklem 2s best they czh. To be

and promote
sure, each group is trying to protect/its own specisl interests:
but if you look closely you will see that each group sees its own
special interests as tied up with the overall nationsl American
interest. And so, from far right to far left, they tend to put America
first., When will we, all of us, of whatever grouping put Jemeice firs”

Goodnight.



The veekend:
a) Still Pover cuts
b) Rights & Responsibilities
¢) US Petrol Shortage
d) /nti-nuclear Rellies
e) Nemibia - /gressive Racism

NEWS COMMENT/RY
For brosdcaest on lMonday
Mry 7, 1979’ 6. lop.mo

Good evening: It wes, genereslly speeking, e pesceful zf and quiet
inconveniences of
weekend here at home, though the/power cuts were still with us,
thanks lsrgely to those 47 irresponsible gentlemen a2t Hunts Bey.
Ind most people epre guietly disgusted with the kid-glove treatment
these men have received from those whose duty it is to protect the
public interest. Rightly or wrongly - and I think rightly in this
case - there is a widely held view that these people got away
unpunished becsuse of their trede union connection. And this is not
equality. before the law, If you or I, or 47 ordinary individmal
scattered
citizens scotteredfl all over Jemeica h=d been responsible for a
similar amount of economic loss, disruption and dislocation we would
have felt the full weight of the law, Indeed, meny citizens have been
imprisoned or severely fined for doing 2 fraction of the harm. So
why heve these people been treated so differently? In setting out
to

the right/mf freedom of assemblygyf and association of any citizen or

] the exercise of
group of citizens the Jeamaicen Constitutionspecifically says that/

should ‘

such rights/mm=x not be at the expense of the rights or freedoms of
other persons. And the lew is there to enforce this view: but only
if those in authority are prepered to invoke the law, By not invoking
the law they are in fact discriminating agesinst one group of citizens

as against another, against those who ere not orgenised in favour of

those who are organised, 2g2inst the wesk in favour of the strong.
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fnd it is this that makes the Hnts Bay affair a reslly bad busimess
for us all.‘It is important for all Jameicans to at all times insist
that you do not, in persuit of your own rights and freedoms, violate
the rights and freedoms of others. And this applies just as strongly
to freedom of conscience and to freedom of expression. The Jemaican
depending on ideology or whatever,

Constitution does not say that some Jamesicans/have greater or more
or less :

/rights and freedoms then others. And it is up to us to insist that
of all the people
the elect of the people protect these Constitutional rights/by invokin
the law when the need arises., Next, it is at last beginning to look
as though the Americens hsve begun to take the energy crisis serious-
ly. Over this past weekend long lines of motorcars were parked &t
all over Celifornia

petrol statikons/waiting for this morning's opening of the stations.
Because no petrol was available the stations had all closed for the
weekend and Americens had the extraordinary experience, for them,
of being up against something that money could not buy. I think it
is importent thet we teke note of this straw in the wind. We consume
only a tiny fraction of the amount of oil and gas the Americens do,
but if things becrame really tight we may get into a position where
even that fraction that we consume might become more than they sare
prepared to let us have. Sc¢c we had better plan seriously for the
day when we may not be able to get oil even if we have the money.
And, also in Americae this weekend, there were rallies and demonstrat-
ions agein nuclear energfy plants, following on the accident at
Three Miles some weeks back., And yet, with oil reserves declining,
the world, not just America, is going to have to depend more and

more nculear power as one of its key energy sources. So the anti-

pucleer thingé is abit like the Beitish Luddites who thought they

could stop the Industrial Revolution by destroying the machines.
But it wont work, any more than South Africa's new agressive racism

in Nemibia, after Thatcher's win, can stop the coming changes.goo;



The British Elections:
come Likely CGonsequences

NEWS COMMENT'RY
For brondesst on Fridsy
ey 4, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: HNrs. Mergeret Thatcher's Conservetive Pnrty hes won
decisively in yesterday's British General Elections and it might
be instructive for us to examine some of the likely consequences of
thet victory. First, ~nd going by its electiom manifesto, the
Thetcher Conservative Perty which will now form the new British
Government, is the most rightwing Tory perrty since at least world
war two. In terms of British perty politics the Tory party is by
definition a rightwing perty end alweys hns been: but within it

o vls paage Q Tpumie—" »
there hrs always beenLa fer rightist element which hes ~lwsys exerted
considerable influence on pelicy but which, until now, hes not
captured complete control of the party. Now, under krs., Thatcher,
that element has completbe control of the psrty orgenisation, heving
captured it from the more moderate Conservativeg elements =s
represented by Mr. Zdwerd Hessh. /nd so the new British Government

Conservative

is likely to be the most rightwing/ever to rule %xx post-war Britein.
'nd don't forget thet 2 majority of the British electors=te hrve
freely made this choice; which mesns that Britein itself hes swung
to the right. Dut please also note that the rsocist fascists of the
Retional Front were rejected decimively =2t the polls: so swinéyio
the right in this cese is not necessarily going fescist. One very
interesting speculation is that this swing to the right by the Britisk
electorate was out of disgust and anger witEOZ;igzée union movement

. [
whicn had severly disrupted their lives., There should be 2 morsl in

this for iocal trede unionists. In any crse, if Mrs. Thatcher does
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try to get tough with the trade unions, as she has said she would,
then we sre likely to witness & reslly epic struggle. But I think
this is at lesst a yeer or so down the road. And if income tax is
cut indirect texation - which is hsrdest on the poorest - will heve
to meke up for lost revenue or else there will heve to be mrssive
cutbacks in government spending on all the social services., 211l of
things
which is likely to meke/very much rougher on the very young, the very
and brown
old, the poor and the black/minorities from Asis, Africa and the
none of the defeated perties
Ceribbean. ¥Whet we cen be sure of is thet/makmfly is going to call
for new elections in Britein next yeer or fhe year sfter: cempaigning
as for 2 new election will not stert up in\s8ix months' time: you will
not heve polls every few months esking who is most popular or what
would heppen if eliections were heldd today or tomorrow or next week.
with its comfortable majority

In short, the new government/will be allowed to get on with the job
until its five-yeer mandete rums out or it itself goes to the country
easrlier. There will be noe sustzined campeign to bring it down by hook

the Thatcher-Conservative winis
or crook. ‘nd from a Whird World perspective/one of the most
serious setbacks for the freedom struggle in Southern Africe, which
is why the South Africen government asnd Mr. Ian Smith of Rhodesia

nave welcomed it so warmly. The Thatcher government

&&=8% will veto eny U.N. propossl to impose senctions on South
Africa for whatever resson., And even if it does not immediately
recognise the new Hhodeslian regime based on those highly question-
able 'elections of last month, it will co-operste hard with the

U.S. conservative lobby which is now trying to force President Certer
to 1ift the ssnctions on Khodesia and so open the way for genersl
#estern recognition. One certein consequence of this new direction

will be to force those fighting for their freedom to turn even more

to Cube and the Soviet Union for help: in short it will lead to a
further radicelisstion of the Southern African struggle. Goodnight



1) The Lotest JPS Stoppege

REWS COMMENTARY

For broadcest on Vednesday

Mey 2, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: 47 workers of the Jrmesica Public Service Compeny

ha¥e once agein pleyed havoc with the electricity supply of the
netion, And if ever there was a work stoppage which showed almost
frivolous contempt for the public good and the public interest, this
one is it. 47 men want to switch from oneumien to another; and
they do not want to go through the lsid down procedure. They want

to do it here and now and on their ferms. And that is what this
latest stoppage is all about. It is 2 frank and open pressure play
by 47 men who went to by-pass all the cerefully worked-out and
egreed-to rules end regulations governing union representation and
governing the settling of disputes, and slam through what they
want, regardless of the cost to others or to the society. And you
know, snd I know the terrible demage this stoppege, as well as the
earlier one, by these seme men, has already causedu Home and
industrial appliasnces heve been demaged or wrecked; food has spoiled.
Wanter supplies heve been disrupted. In short, 47 workers have
effectively held 2 nation of over two million people to ransome.

So the question is: Why are they sllowed to do this?Y Why heve they
been allowed to do this? And it is not just anger thet prompts these
questions. 10 be sure people ere both angry and fed-up with this
whole shoddy business. But behind the snger asnd disgust are very
serious questions esbout what we are doing to the institutionalised
processes on which our whole concept of the rule of law is based,

And the rule of lew is really very cliearcut. For the gooff of the



society, which means for the good of 2ll its people be they rich
or poor, high or low, powerful or weak, we are all nmequired to
submit to a body of rules and regulations codified into the laws of
the land over a period of time. #nd if you or I or our neighbour
break the law end sre caught at it, we pay the penalty. And so,
pertly becsuse it is 2 civilised wey which is protective of us, and
partly beceuse we went to evoid the punishment, we abide by the law:
when we don't, we?izzetzhe punishment. SoFe come back to the gquestion:
Does not this seme process of the rule af law also apply to tiose
47 JPS workers? The Industriaz Disputes Tribunsal hed ordered them
beck to work once before when they first struck at the end of Narch.
They defied that order for several deys before finslly going brek;
and they suffered no penalty.  And omnce snybody gets away with openly
breaking the law it is almost an fncentive to do it again. So, did
the Industriasl Disputes Iribunel refer that first defiance of its
order to the Director of Public Prosecutions? And is not this second
stoppage a new flouting of that same order? If the Industriel Disputes
Tribunsl hes done mnothing about the first and now the second flouting
of its order them it is guilty of condoning & flouting of the rule
of law. We know, of course, that the trade union movement is such
end, normally, positive
an important and powerful/force within the society that no Jemaicen
either inclined or
government since independence has been/prepsred to meet it in a
hesd-on coliision., This, 2ll things considered, is en understandable
position. But is not this, when manifested in the do-nothing response
to the gross social irresponsibility of the 47 JPS workers a sort
of condoning of the tactics of might-is-right which goes totally
against the concept of legality and the rule of law? If we are not

prepared to enforce them then it is better not to hsve industriasl

relations or asny other kinds of lews, Toothless laws, held in conte
are the doors to the rule of the jungle. Goodnight



1) A Weekend of Drying Out
) Adams on 'Cuban Presence in Caricom'

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
April 30, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Here at home most Jamsicens have spent the last weekend
of.ApriI 1979 in drying out following last Viednesday's devasting
flood rain, Incidentally, one of our leading buildePs called me to
say that my comments of lest Friday about floodeéd homes were not
balenced becsuse I singled out only private developers for criticism,
He said that Cooreville and Garveymeade, which are public housing
developments were just as flooded. I toek and still teke his point,
But, you know, until gquite recently, middle-income housing, which
was what I was commenting about, has been mainly in the hands of
privete developers; snd the people, ambitious young middle-~income
people, who hsve suffered most from disappearing =nd defaulting
developers, from escalating costs and from very poor social services
have been involved with private housing developments. This is how
it has been. imyw=ayyx There slweys have been and still are upright
and honourable people in private housing development, and they are
the ones who have remained and who tend to suffer for the sins of
those who have defaulted and run. But this does not alter the hard
facts of what has happened. The resl point is that we seem to need

a whole new set of guidelines for housing development, whether done
privately or publicly, if we are to avoid/zﬁecruel hardship of
waterlogged homes every time we heve flood rain. And while we are

SR

about it could we also put a stop to the enforced carpetingzon

i

rough-cast floors - whicn avoids doing a proper flooring job; sacwedl
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when these carpets get waterlogged the grief and misery and cost to
the victims sre compounded. And then there is the business of the
(end office buildings for that metter)
housing units/being so built that air-conditioning befomes a
necessity if people are not to suffocate. Jaemaica could not really
afford tngg;?n the days of cheap energy: this was one of the non-
essential luxuries in the busines ogﬁiiving beyond our means., Today
energy-cost of the
the/airconditioner in every bedroom and every office building is
bleeding both the individual and the national ecconomy. And let us
also remember that the finest guidelines in the world are useless
unless they are strictly enforced and monitored. Next, and at the
regional level, the question of possible Cuban military assistance
rightwing
to the new Grenada government in the event of Eric Geiry trying a/
counter-coup with external mercenary assistance, is the current
talking-point in the Esstern Caribbean. In a newspaper interview
yesterday the Barbados Prime Minister is reported as saying that a
Cuban militaery presence in any Caricom state is not to be condoned,
/nd the same newspaper, the Trinidad Express, then called edfiftorially
for a meeting of Trinidad, Guyana, Berbados and Jemaica to deal with
the matter. Obviously, if the four leading Caricom countries were to
agree to guarantee Grenada's integrity from attacks from outside force
they would be @an a very strong position to advise Mr. Bishop not to
seek help outside Caricom, and to advise the Cubans that there was no
need for their assistance, But this, as both the Adams interview and
the editorial indicated, is not likely. So now it is up to Britain,
anada and the United States, whom Grenada is also reported to have

asﬁb}or help, to come forward if only to keep out the Cuban presence.
If they don't, then, like it or not, Grenddd will take help from

wherever she can get it, All this is, of course on the assumption that
Eric Gairy will try a thing - with mercenary help. Goodnight.



\ Wednesday's Flood Rain:
. The cttate of our Utilities
The State of Our Bulilding

2
NEWS COMMENTARY

For broesdcast on Friday

Good evening: Wednesday's flood rain has caused terrible damage which
will turn this coming weekend jnto a massive clean~up time for very
large numbers of Jamalcans all over the country. The government has
get up machinery to give help to people who havessuffered serious
loss, and this is welcome, But, inevitably, there are going to be
gsome losses for which no amount of help can m2ke up. The nation as
a whole,-that corporasie concept whicl ig at once eesch and everyone
cf ue and more than Just that, begéausgerit reaches back into the past
. longterm
and forward into the future - ig preobably the greatest/loser, For
the millions of dollars worth ef damage to road.andﬁo the utilities
add up to a two-fold_losg: 4t ies a loege of resources already spent
and also the loss Which if inherent in spending money twive over on
the same Job. It i8 like paying to surface a road and then digging
it up and then paying again for resurfacing thaﬁkame road., And this

alweys means that »® national resources wvhich should go into the

e of the nation ByxXwEyiXwixitexERryximzEx
enlarging of the matimxzk wealth/so that future ggaenations of Jzmaica
are

may enjoy better socilal services, ¥m being wasted. And this kind of
waste 1s part of what contributes to our continuing in a2 state of
underdevelopment. The fact 1egthat it is possible for our roads to be
built so that they will stand up to wgdnesda§5kind of heavy flooding.
There are roads in many parts of the world that have to and that do
stand up to this kind of heavy flooding. Crop losses are much more

difficult to provide against and to prevent. But even here proper
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land use methods - proper contouring, proper terracing, proper watersHd
protection (an area in which the late Harold Cahusac worked so hard

ané long) = céuld greatly reduce the level o%hamage. It is in this
senge a man's land should not be seen as exclusively his to do with
exactly as he pleases, to abuse and burn 1f he wants to. Theee is the
great soclal responsibility of leaving the land in reasonably good
condition for future generations of Jamaicans. In this respect one

handed down
of the best thinga/&tqttxnta to thie present generation of Jamaicans

by the generation of Alexander Bustamante and Nopman Manley, and this
applies especially to the citlzens of the Corporate Area, who are now
i= our present
something like a guarter of the total population,/xzzxike massive
drainage
gully and/demmzge scheme, Just think for @ moment what Wednesday's
damage would have been like in the Corporate Area if we were without
this system, PBut perhaps the ugliest &nd most depressing thing about
the aftermath of Wednesday fleoding was the revelation of just how
very, very badly large numbers of Jamaican house-buyers have been
television
served by some of our private housing developers., Those /pi ctures
of homes 1ln one and\two and three feet of water, with people's
belongings demaged, was Jjust about ithe bitterest criticism possible
of private housing development in Jamalca, If thies is how it comes
out when you leave 1t to the private sector then that sector 1is
digging a very deep hole for itself, The people who are the 'sufferers'
in this instance are pround, harde-working people who have in most cacses
invested years of Jointesavibgge Iin order to own a home of their own,
and who have accepted the beautiful promises of the developers in
good faith, Since then they have had to cope with disappearing
developers, with escalating cosis, and, vey often, with very poor
soclal eservices, It is here, it seeme to me, at the level of large=-

Vv
scale middle income housing that the aspir;ng[members of the Jamaican

community have been most poorly served, Wednieeday's floode underling

4% = - - -



1)Electoral Reform: A Welcome Breakthrough
?) Scarce Jobs: Scarce Benefits

For broadcast on Wednesday
April2s, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Last night's final sitting of the 1978/79 session of
‘Jamalca's Parliament was made memorable by the unanimous agreement
reached on electoral reform, And I, for one, would like to very
warmly congratulate all the members of the Speclal-Joint Select
Committee of Parliament who have worked hard and long to achieve
~_this welcome breakthrough. Now there 18 one less important bone of
&ntention on which to divide the natlion; one moreimportant issue
on which the nation can?ﬁnited. I know there are people who will
say that this sort of agreement on electoral reform could have been
arrived at a long time ago and without all the party political fuss
and hot alilr that that we have had to endure. Andkhey are right. But
it is in the nature of our brand of party politks for everybody
involved to make as much noise as poesible and to squeeze out of it
every ounce of political mileage before settling den to really
dealing with a problem. And thle is all that has really happened
with e'ectoral reform. And this is of course one of the things
which makes of our political system a creature of suﬂhgreat delicate-
ness which demands very great care and very mature addbalanced
Judgement if it 1s to survive. Dictatorships, efficiency regimes,
one party estates of the far left or the far right, all are much easier
to operate than is our kind of multieparty representative democracy.
And this 1s particularly true of poor Thid World countries with very

. A e ay \'(.“
limited resources. And so the peopletwho would operate our kind of



system, especially in the Third World, have their work cut out for
how and

them. They muet know just/hard/far they can safely push the system

without mashing it up. And let me confess frankly that there have
some of ~ some of

been times of late when it had seemed that/ouﬁpolilcians, and/their

over-zealous supporters, of both sides, were pfegred to pugh our

syetem beyond its point of tolerance, beyond what it can stand withe

out collapsing, And electoral reform - a matter fod@hlch both of

our major political parties have campaigned when in opposition =

potentially

was one of the issues which provéked this/dangerous situation. T

think myself that it was largely the stubborn level-headedness of

the ordinary Jamaican people which kept this issue from bolling

over into destructiveness. &So now, thanks to their sobriety which

was upheld and endorsed by their Parliament yeterday, electoral

reform has ceased to be a party political issue, If all the other

iesues concerning Constitutional reform canFe resolved in this way

then Parliamentary demoeraey in Jamaica will itself be the principal

beneficiary. But lurking out there as threatening shadows we have the

very much more vexed twin problems of scarce Jjobs and scarceﬂbenefits.

I remember the time when Bustamante and Manley senior worked out a
contracts

formula for KSAC Jobg as 40:40:20, 40% of the contracts went to each

party and 20% to non-party people. In party terms this seeﬁ? pretty

egquitable except that the majority were non-party anﬁkhey were penalised,

And the real trouble was that there were very many who got nothing at all

under this formula because there were just not enough Jjobs or enough
scarce benefits to go around., And this, today, is even more at the

heart of the problemg than it was in those days. If the parties only
to
agree on how fke share the jobs and houses and services now available
among their own supporters the real problem would still remain. For
Jamaica belongs to all Jamaicans: not Jjust to PNP and JLP Jamaicnes.
And what i1s available must be for 2ll Jamaicans,
Goodnight.



Tlections, Tlectioneering &

9~47) Making Democracy Work

NEWS COMIMENTARY
For bppadcast on lMonday
April 23, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Elections and electioneering ies very much in the
air right now, Here in Jamaica Mr. Douglas Vaz of the JLP has
predicted early general elections. In Rhodesgia, over the past
weekend yoting waes completed in a strange generagl election
which wees managed and supervised by a white-controlled army
and police force under a white- dominated govenment in a country
which is2 overwhelmingly black ALD IN WIICH THE BLACK FREEDOM
fightere are gteadily winning the war, The Jjoint leaders of the
Patriotic Front, Robert Mugabe and Joghua Nkomo, yesteday flatly
repudiated these elections and vowed to continue the fight.
And election returns of more than 1007 voter turneouts in =ome
areas have prompted further questione abbdut thﬁLalue or validity
of the whole exerclse a: a true measure of what black Rhodeslans
déctatorehips
really think.. #lections under/cmhmxxix® or coercive regimes of
one kind or another are known to have shown some dramatic voter
turn-outs, like 99,95% . So what value are we to place on this
highly regimented Rhodesian voter-turn-eut? Pecrsonally, I do not
place much value on it.axxzxmEssurz On tk other handf Mr. Ian
Smith, his supporters and collaborators anﬁhuch of the Western
press, especially the wire services, are treatng this as a great
victory for the so-called internal settlement and ;iecalvﬁ%n
the United Nautions to 1ift the sanctions against Rhodesia. Then

there are the British elections which are now approaching the

last week of cam algning. Fritish voters go to the polls on May
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3rd in what 1s sald to be the most crucial election Britain has

had in & very long. Ce¢rtainly, if the gonservatives win 1t will mikke
a dramatic impact on eventes in Southern Africa as well as on
Britain's coloured migrant minorities. S£o this one, like the
American Presidential elections, ie¢ almost ae important to us as %t
is to the iritish people. And so to Mr., Vaz's prediction of early
general electlions here, When you stop to think about, it seems as
though we in Jamaica have been caught up in one long, unending
eiection campaign. Cast your mind back over the last five years

or so, Does 1t not seem as though our lives have heen dominated

by a sortfgndless electioneering. Think back to 1974, and 197S.
Then, after the 1976 elections, how long was it before we were

off campaigning again? It seems as though calling for elections,
and/giggaigning as though electlions were just around the corner,
hae bvecome the dominant poliitlcal activity in Jamalca., o the
guestion 1s: where ‘do we go from here? When do we stop the hard
campaligning and hard running and settle down to dealing with the
nation's hard problems? Do we keep it up until this governmeni'ul.
defeated and another takes its place? And what 1f}2é: governmeht-

wine again at thig€ next elections? Do we just continue the
aﬁthil

th
campalgning as though nothing has happened? But let wms assu
What do we do if it decides
government 1s defeated.amixthakxitxdesidzsxinxdefeak that as#he

new opposition it is go%ng to play the same game, and beglins
electioneering straightawvay? Are we golng to say that what is
sauce for the goose must not also be sauce for the gunder? It
seems to me that we have got ourselves into a very tricky and
dangerous box of bricks where, unless we are very careful indeed,
we may end up using electione and electioneering to make 1t

impossible for any government to succeed: used thug electione and
electioneering would destroy electoral democracy. Coodnight.



The Shaping of the Social Contract

NEWS OMMENT}.{

For broadcast on Fridey
April 20, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Jamaica Chamber of Commerce, the Jamaica Manufact-

urers' Association, as well as the Jamaica Lebour Party, have ell

now given their initial responses to the Prime Minister's call for

a Social Contract to achieve maximum production in a context of

in
economic stability end industrid2 peace. And/each case the reply
, to some extent or other,

reflected/tne mein area of concern of the particular organisation.

A key Chamber of Commerce concern, for instance, was the man-hours

lost because of continuous strikes and other industrial action; for

more more
the JUA 1t was/import licences,/foreign exchange, better credit
stopping

faeilities, reduction in taxes,/xEmmximg all radical and communist

ideas from being promoted on government-controlled media, stopping
the and criticising of response
/ condemning/capitelism, imperiaslism and the IMPF. And the key/memgRER

of the JILP is that there be a political contractjto deal with human

rights and victimisation before there can be any social contract.

We have not yet had this kind of public response from the trade unions

as a group or from the PBrivate Bector Orgmmgbsaiivny of Jamaica. And

what these two groups sey, and how they react to the call for a

social contract, especially how the trade unions react, will be

critical to the success or failure of any social contract. What it

seems to me we need to be gquite clear about from as early on as

possible is just what it takes to make & social contract work. So,

what sre the minimum requirements for any workable Social Contract?

First, there has to be =& simple and straightforwerd common objective.

A classic example is 2 war situation when all the energies of a
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society are harnessed and focussed on one single task, whieh iglthe
waging and winning of the war. The political and ideological and
gsociel and économic differences do not sufidenly disappeer from that
society; end it is not suddenly demanded of any section of that
society'that/xi:x gives up whatever it stends fo;;believes in, All
that is required of every section of that society is that x%t they all
temporarily subordineteg their sectional interests to this one
common objective. And the second minimum requirement must of course
be & clearly defined time~frame whthin which the Social Contract is
to operate . And when that time is over and the particular crisis
has been overcome the society and all its component parts can return
to business as usual. And the third, and perhgps the single most
important minimum requirement of eny workable Social Contract is the
acceptance by all those who enter into it of the principle of
equality of
relatively mgmzx sacrifice in order to achieve the common o¥jective.
And for this the common cobjective must be clearly stated and clearly
understood by every seection: and the sacrifices required from each
section must be equally cleerly stated and understood and accepted.
Any contract which requires only the government, or only the employert

8ll or most of
or only the workers to meke/the necessary sescrifices just will not

work, Imdeed it is very unlikely that any Social Contract cai
work which does not bring in the principle of equity in both
sacrifice and rewgpfd. And the quesztion is not whether Jamaica asind
Jamalcans can mxke meet those three minimum requirements to make a
Social Contract work. The rezl guestion is is whether we want to.
The rcal question is whether this effort to forge a Social Contract
will be turned into yet another pawn in our bitter political pewer
game, So watch the moves closely and carefully. They will tell you

W cares out .t recovery of Jamaica and, wee
Qﬁing-. 01%11’11631'5'-- ‘who caresabout other



1) Trade With Russia
2) Meking Our own Cheese

—— S,

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Vednesday
April 18, 1979, 6.10p.m

i a year
Good evening: The sale of 200,000 tons of alumina/to the Soviet

Upion and Hungery over the next four yeears will bring in for
Jameica #40-m U.S. a year over that period. And this alone removes
the Prime Minister's trip to the Soviet Union from the arena of
duppy politics and mekes of it an importsnt and very successful
trade mission of which all Jrmeicans cen justifiably be proud.

You do not have to be either psrtisan or political about what is

an obviously good piece of business for Jemaica. And the business
of opening this kind of new market for what Jamaica has to sell
would be 2 good thing, no matter who did it. So let us ease off

the negativgﬁgg{itics around this business, The fact is that no
government of Jemaica, from here on, and no matter under wﬁgz}{abel
it goes, is going to want to shut offthis trade opening to a vest
new market that is obviously going to be profitable to Jamaica,
For if we do our part, if we mmm deliver the 200,000 tons of aluminsa
for next year, and enother 200,000 tons for71981, and the same for
1982 and 1983, the e=srnings from this would@éﬁﬁg it possible for

us to build thatx%ongbdeferred South Nanchester plent in good time

A

to honour the|commitment to stert delivering a totel of 550,000 tons
a yeer
of alumina/to Algeria, Hungsry end the Soviet Union from 1984 onwerds

And 211 this, let us remember, does not in any way interfere with

our present bauxite and elumina %ommitments and errangements with
rade
the United States and Csnada. The/opening to the East is an additione,
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end new market. The neme of the geme is diversification: doing
business with both East and West, with both North and South: and
with the main consideration being what is in Jemaica's own best
national self-interest. The importent thing is for us to honour
these agreements by producing and delivering what we have promised
export agriculture,
to. And if we are really serious about/xxxaxx, and if we produce
seriously and package properly and deliver when we say we will,
then there xx® is & new market of well over 250-million which cen
take almost all the tropicel sgriculturel produce we have to offer.
It is really e2ll up to us now./éhﬁeZarket has been opened: it is up
to us to take advantage of thet%pening. And still on production,
but et 2 local level and for internal consumption, the shortage of
cheese over the Easter weekendd struek me =2s an unnecessary herdship.
Some herdships we cannot help; this one we cen do sdmething about.
All cheese is mede from milk: milk is the besic rew material of
cheese. It is cheeper to import milk powder than it is to import
imported
cheddar cheese. And we now use/cheddar cheese as the raw material
for the meking of our very populer processed cheese. And in order
to give the processed cheese that reddish colour we import a colour-
ing substance cslled Bixin which is made from annatto. All of which
is just ebout the most costly way of doing things. We can use the
and use annatto for the colouring.
reconstutied milk paws#ex to meke our own cheese{ The Cubens do it
and the Cubens have the technology. They meke something like 17
different kinds of cheeses rangeing from cheddar to processed which
are very good. I have tasted & number of them end I know. So why
don't we ask the Cubans, or the Hungsriens for that matter, to provid

us with the technology to make our own cheeses from reconstituted

milk? I do not think that either the Cubens or the Hungarians would

refuse us the technology or demand a fat royslty for it. So let us
esk them ,nuh! No need for 2 cheese shortage. Goodnight.



Jemaica in the World Conteit
of Easter, 1979

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
April 16, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: And I hope that the remaining hours of the long Easter
weekend are as pesceful as the entire weekend has been for most of
us here in Jsmeica. Up in our part of the hills it was so peaceful
end quiet that the word 'tranquil' comes to mind, And tranquility is

something that is very rare almost anywhere in today's world K g, those

tranquility,
of us who experlence/tx and it is max experienced &t some time or

another by nearly ell Jemaicans who live swey from the cities with
their overcrowding and noise and sereeming end shoutiﬁg, have reason
to count our blessings. It is important to remember this if we are
not to be totally overwhelmed by the headlines and the news reports
which only tell us what is wrong with Jemaica., To be.sure there is
much that is wrong with Jamaica; but there is also mﬁch that is right
with Jameica. The trouble is that what is wrong is ﬁ;ws and what is
and lawlessnews
right is not. So the violence/of the minority is news, and the pesce-
fulness of the law-abiding majority is not; the few who kill and rob
and lie make the headlines, while the meany who are hohest and helpful
are not news,

and co-operative/mxmxigmmxm® Fsilures and setbacks amd pleyed up and
dramatised, while eschievements and successes are either ignored or
else demned with faint praise. If you try to alweys beer this in mind
it will give you en interesting perspective on what is going on in
Jamaica and in the g&« (Aworld. For instance, we know that we have

330‘\;@6
very serious economlc(problems and that there is a serious crisis of

confidence in the society. And because of this many Jemaicans who
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these
could afford to and who wanted to escape/x%ke problems, left. Some

went to the United States, some to Cenada, some to Britain, a few to
some other countries. And almost without exception these people
have discovered that the problems they were trying to escape, or
variations of those problems, existed in the places to which they
went. They discovered, in short, that the whole world, not only
Jemaica, is caught up in very serious economic, political and social
problems. And those who thought they were running from cheos found
but a long way from home.
themselves running into chaos{ The result has been some very unhappy
personal treagedies of people who have uprooted themselves, sold off
a lifetime's effort =nd posessions, discovered that they could not
make it and were less happy where they hed gone, but found that they
could not make it home again., The lucky ones were those who could come
home sgain. 1t seems to me that one of ﬁii greet failures as a societ

is that we were so ill-prepered for the devastating and traumatic

changes which have hit the world since the energy crﬁsis 0f1973. And

most
to compound this we have dissipated/mXx our energies and much of our
pertisan
substance in pleying/politics with this crisis,xm® thus méslesding
nature and

the Jamaican people as to its true/meeningi The essential point
about this ecrisis is that our world has changed rasdically, end it
will never again be as it was before 1973: not for us; not for the
United States; not for Canada; not for Britain; not for any country,
Change your government as many timew as you like and this central
fact remains. We are entering an age ®mf that is totally different
from anything we have known and we, the people as well as their
leaders, have not yet adjusted ourselves to this new reality. Until
we do we will have this crisis of confidence. And again this is so

for the entire world, which is why Trinided with all its oil and wealt
faces great¥problems then we do. The fact is thet Jemaicans are ridin-
this crisis with more balance and wisdom than most: and I am telkin
of the ordinary people who are fer ahead of their leeders. Goodnig’



African Perspective:
1) The Fell of Kampala
2) Rhodesien Elections

" 3) Tories & Southern Africa

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
April 11, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The fall of Kampala, Ugenda; this week and next week's
Rhodesian elections based on Ian Smith's 'internal settlement'; and
b STl Mamra
British Conservative Perty policy[as spelled out in their just
published election manifesto - a2ll these indicate that it is time
for us to +try and update our Africen perspective. The news of the
fall of Kempala broke in thgﬁzgrly hours of this morning; and this
was followed, a little after eight o'clook, by an announcement over
the state-owned Radio Uganda that Idi Amin was no longer incontrol
of Uganda. And so, eight years after he seized power and became the
most brutal despot in post-coloniasl black Africa, Idi Amin seems to
be on the way out. And for this, as for so much of the liberation
struggles in East, Centrel and Southern Africa, great credit must
go to Julius Nyerere and his people who heve sacrificed much of the
very little they have to give aid and comfort and support to other
Africens struggling to be free. In the particular case of Uganda
giving support to those who opposed Idi Amin was a complex and .
difficult business. The Charter of the Oé&nisetion of African/giizzx
on the point
is cleer and specific/that no member state should intérfere in the
internal affairs of any other member state. So until Amin attacked
Tanzanii}igti October Tanzania could only give asylum to the Ugandan
refugees, But after that attack (and especially since the QAU did
nothing about it) Tanzania retaliatéyin the fece of clear and
esteblished a%ression. And the Ugandapexiles and refugees seized the

opportunity and leunched their own attacks on Amin. And today's fall
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fall of Kempala is the result of that combined operation. But as
long as Agin is still at learge inside the country and as long s he
has men to fight for him the shadow of his dictatorship will be a
threat over the country. So he must either be captured and brought
to trisl or driven out of the country before any provisional govern-
ment can begin to deal with the hard problems of Uganda. #@nd perhaps
the hardest of all Uganda's many problems is the changing of the
attitudes gnd the psychological and physical conditions which made
it possible for Idi Amin to establish his brutal dictatorship in the
first instance. The chellenge here, it seems to me, is to a new kind
leadership of
of leadership of which there is so far no sign in the/present Uganda
Liveration Front. But these are early days and the complete defeat of
Amin must come first. Further south in Rhodesia, round one ogﬁian
Smith'# staged elections saw the fillling of the 28 seats reserved
200,000-0dd
for the/whites of Rhodesia. Next Tuesday the =mxxx 72 seats reserved
for the six million blacks will be voted for. This means that the
whites who make up roughly 3.5% of the population will have 28% of
the seats in Perliament, will have ell sorts of veto powers and will
also have control of the security forces. And they describe these &s
one-men-one-vote elections leading to majority rule. And without
sayinZ;explicitly, the election menffesdo of the British Conservative
party makes it clear that the Tories will support this Ian Smith
arrangement if they are returned to power in Britein next month, which
the British opinion polls sey is likely. And the Tories make it very
clear, and in very explicit terms, that if they form the government
of Britain they will resist all attempts to impose economic sanctions
of any kind on racist South Africa. All of which is going to give

great comfort to the racists in Rhodesia, in South Africa and in

Nemibia. They will dig in their heels. The blewks will fight more

bitterly, find help wherever they can, no matter what the label.
Goodnight



1) Manley In Moscow

2) Pessing the IMF Test

3) Petroleum Prices: Drop the Politics
P e e = - =)

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdecest on Mondsny

Good evening: Prime Ninister Michsel Vrnley todey begins his officiasl
visit to the Soviet Union, #2nd on the BBC this morning in the
progremme Tweaty-Four Hoursg which follows the 8 o'clock news , Hugh
0'Sheaugnessy, internationel affairs expert of the London Economist
wes questioned on the implications of the Wanley Nission to Moscow.
what, he wes sosked, was the puppose of the Menley trip. O'Shaugnessy
seid it wes 2 cold-blooded sesrch for mnew merkets for the kind of
tropical products produced in Jasmeica. It wes an effort to diversify
trpdiﬁé reletions for Jamsice &as well =2s for the other producers
of tropicel products who have had something of 2 raw deel from the
West. The Soviet Uniomn has not, up to now, bought much of the produce
of these countries end if this mission could open that market the
Third VWorld would bemefit, O0'Shesugnessy was also asked whether the
visit meent that Jrmeica was seeking closer politicel connections
with the Soviet Union. His enswer was & flat 'no'; he ssid Manley
furthering
wes not interested in the Soviet system but only in the/furlieeihmg
of the Jamaicen national self-interest. I thought you might be
interested in this very brief summsry of the views of an expert on a
ratter which seems to heve generated a greet deel of useless hot air/
here at home. People snd officials end experts in other countries,
including Britein and the United States, see nothing either sinister
or dengerous in e Jepeicen Prime Minister visiting Moecow. The really
importent thing, it seems to me, is whet the Jameicen Prime Minister
comes back with: and I am thinking of trede rather than aid.
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And is it not & pity that we do not seem able to/discuss our very

serious energy problems without somehow injecting point-scoring
pertisan politics into it. Surely it should not be all that difficult
for any government officiel or any Member of our Parliement to find
out from the Trinidad High Commission in Jemaica whether that country
would be willing to export refined petroleum to Jemaica: &t what
price it would be willing to do so: what quantities it cen make
evailable: end for how long it can do so. For instance, some figures
I have seen on Trinidsd's o0il reserves and oil production suggest
thet at her present rete of extrection Irinidad's reserves of oil at
December 1977 would only lest for 7 yeam. Obviously, if you increase
the rete of extrsction the length of time the reserves will lest will
be reduced correspondingly. ©Beven years from 1977 takes us to 1984;
s S8Y, Irinided's
but if you/double the rate of extresction/tRe reserves might well
run out by 1982, which is just around the corner. And then what do
we do, especially if we heve scrapped our own refinery? ©Sa let us
please cool the politics over our energy crisis, énd let our experts
provide us with the fullest information and the most belanced advice
which ere truly
on which to errive 2t sober decisions/in the nstional interest. And
finally, we have pesssed the MNarch IMF test becsuse, as Nr. Eric Bell
told us realisticelly, we have leernt how to pass these tests. The
importent thing now, it seems to me, is for us to learn the lessons
of the hersh disciplines imposed on us by the whole business of
deeling with the INF. And perhaps the single most importent lesson
that we still need to take in and digest properly is thet of living

within our meens, of producing the bulk of the food we eat and earnin

the money to pay for what we import. And on this last the kind ofworld

in which we live end do business with is quite as impqizant 28 our ov
1

efforts: hence the search for 2 new economic[cB$&»Missions to Moscr
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lienley's Social Contract Proposals:
How Do we Strike the Bslance?

NEWS CCOMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
April 6, 1S7¢, 6.10p.m

the opening of
Good evening: In a speech &&/the Jameice Exporters Associationss

National Export Week the Prime Minister seid that all the experts,
both local end from the IMF, ere agreed that Jamaican exports are
now in 2 setisfectory competitive position on the world markets.
And I think we ere 2ll of us rether painfully aware of just how we
got to the paint where most of the things we produce and sell
abroed can now compete successfully out there. The price we paid
was the bitter medicine the INT made us swellow by wey cf the massive
develuation followed by those debilitating mini-devaluations known
as the crawling-peg which month-by-month made our Jameican dollar
buy fewer and fewer of The basic things we need. Ang we none of us
liked this medicine, And so it wes something of Z?igiief to be told
thet it has not been to no point. Jemasican exports are now, as far
es prices and cost of production are concerned, in a satisfactéry
competfitive position. #nd in order to keep this sstisfectory competf
position imxxmxmm® for our exports while at the seme time trying to
ease the terrible pressure of the crswling-peg the ‘rime Minister
proposed the idee of & kind of 'social contrect' between the fredes
movement,
Uniong, the business community and the government. Under such a
'contract' all three elements, labour, menegement snd the government
would waxk come together to work out agreed policies on weges, prices
end plans for expension and increased production sc thet more people

could be put to work. And one of the attrective things about the -

'sociel contraect' idea is that it hses been tried in some of the more
developed countries, notably in Western Lurope, when they faced the
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kind of serious producticn-for-export problems which we now heve.
And, generally spesking, it hes worked for a2t least & limited period
which hes helped to get those couniries over the worst of their
troubles, You may remember thet Britain entered into such a 'social
contract' TGetween lesbour, mmmegement and the government after she
had to go toc the INP for a $4,000-milliorn loan accompenied by the
kind of bpitter medicine we now know. So it cen work for & time, given
the will. And perhaps the most telling srgument the Prime Minister
made in fevour of the 'sociel contrect' for us, at lemsst as far as 1
o concerned, was when he posed the twe alternstive scenarios on the
wege guidelines. According to this srgument any new IMF agreenent
will insist thet we meintein the satisfectory competitive position

we now heve; 80 if we insist on holding on to our present 15% wage

£ IM=
gulideline they/may eggree to it but insist in emchenge that we under-

take enother 6% devaluetion tc maintein our competitive position.

On the other hends, if we agree to & 10% ceiling on wages the
setisfactory competitive pesition ccould be meinteined without any
further develuation and without the crawling-peg. Now, if the numbers
in these slternative scensriocs sre correct, snd I heve no way of
checking them, then the one without the 6% devalustion is obviously
going to benefit most Jamaicens; especielly if it is esscciated with
e strict holding operetion on prices end mesrk-upe. A €% debaluation
would lick each snd every one of us, the unemployed most of &ll,
whereas a higher wege ceiling would benefit only or meinly the
300,00C0~0dd unionised end well represented workers. In this sense
the choice boils down to whether it is only the strong eand orgenised
minority whose interests arébéibtected; whether the interests of the

whole Jemaicen community, especially its weskeet members are a8lso 4,

@< protected. ind how do we strike the balance? Goodnight.



The JP5, Heilwey Strikes:
A Question of Volues

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broesdcest on ‘ednesday
April 4' 1979’ 6.10p.m
bitterly
Good evening: lost Jrmeicans are/mm engry about the grievous demege
and its economy

and harm done to aimost the entire Jemeicen community/by the strike
of some 140 Hailway Corporetion workers snd the strike of some 50
Jamaica Public Service Compeny workers., And rightly so. The demage
end the loss have been widespread. lhere has been desmage to electric
pumping equipment in our weter supply system; there has been drmage
to household and business electricel equipment; production hes been
severely undermined end in some instances completely halted; people'
food nas spoiled; there hesve been ley-offs; and we heve not begun
to list the long-term after effects of these two strikes. Teke for
instance es streightforwerd & matter es the meking of shoes: it take
2 set period of heet end pressure to fix firmly end properly the

of heat & pressure
soles of a pair of shoes. Since the JI’S strike thet set period/hes
been interrupted ®na the chsnces are that the shoes mede during
this period may look good but the soles may come awey efter a short
time of weering. This is the sort of sfter-effect that we cannot
even begin to calculste., And for 2 country in our kind of economic
trouble these kinds of demaging strikes, even where they ere Jjusti-
fied, are not to be undertsken without very serious exemination of
ell their possible impiicetions. And there is one very profound
implication behind the current strikes which the entire lebour
movement, as well ss the entire Jamaican community needs to think

out very carefully =2nd come to an understending about. Consider the

numbers of this metter. 140 reilwey workers and 50 JP5 workers: &
total of less than 200 striking workers. And the issue over which
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they ore striking is essentielly a representationsl one, which mskes
it 28 kind of power struggle within the labour movement. You have
this group of less than 200 workers who are not satisfied with the
unions which now represent them end bergain on their beheslf, and
tney want to chsnge to two other unions., Thet is the basic issue.
Set against this the fect that you heve over two million Jemaicans
who have/gzghing to do with this perticulesr fight, who are not
brutelly
invelved in it, and yet who heve been/punished and whose interests
and}ggg security end saféty, even to the point of risk of life, have
been Jjeppordised. And, esk yourself, is it right for any group of
in this society
190 people/to do this to more then two million of their fellow citize
Is it morelly right? Is it politicglly right? Is it scecielly right?
Is it economically right? ls there any point of principle, any point
of value which can justify this messive trempling on the rights of
two million people by less than 200 others? Let us say that these
people have right on their side. Does this justify their trampling
on the rights of others? Are there no other weys for them to persue
the ends they seek? If their asnswer is that they have the might to
cripple our lives end this gives them the right, then they are
invoking the lew of the Jjungle; =nd thney should be warned that under
the lew of the jungle mincorities of all kinds esre systematicelly
wiped out by mejorities. And there is no way, under Jjungle rules,
thet any 190 cen win against en aroused end angry two million. Most
Jemeicens have made it cleer,again end sgeain, that they do not want
to live by the rules of the jungle. This is why we heve the elaborate

structure of the rule of law w.th its many checks and balences end it

many tolerences which some people mistake for weskness, Undermine

this at any level, politicel, economic or in labour relations, end yo
.open up a whole new ball geme. It is & question of the values by whic

we choose to live &s & scciety. Goodnight.



1) 0il & The Economies of Survive.
2) The Industrial Scene
3) Some International Notes

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broedcast on Monday
April 2, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The latest oil price increases, our own locel increases
industrial problems,
in the price of petrol and petroleum products,/ and our continuing
end rather negetive and destructive politicel screesming and shouting,
these dominated weekend thought and discussion here 2t home. On the
world scene the one news story which dominated almost every other,
was that ngcleer accident on a smell river island ten miles from
Harrisburg, U.S.A. Last week Wednesday the cooling system of that
perticular nucleer reactor feiled. This resulted in a2 dengerous
build-up of radaation whizﬁﬁﬁamagcd the reactor itself and redio-
active fumes escaped into the atmosphere. The thing about thise
radio-ective fumes is that there is nothing theat pecple can see
of feel or touch or smwell: it is an imvisible and intengible poison
which can meim or erkpple or kill., The experts say that the radiation
which escaped from that nucleer plant neer Harrisburg wes too small
to csuse any serious harm. The greater problem, they say, is to
try and keep the nuclear fuel within the damagﬁg?gggi enough to
prevent it from reaching temperatures which would set off what they
describe as a 'metdown' chein-reaction which would release danger-
ous and killing levels of radietion into the atmosphere and the
lend and the water. And what is complicating this business of keep-
ing the damaged reactor ctoled-down is the fact that there is a
bubble of hydrogen and other gases inside the sesled reactor which

from
is preventing the full flow of the cooling stuff/reaching the

nucleer fuel, Until this bubble of gas is removed the reactor cannot



be cooled down sufficiently for the nuclear plent to be shutdown
completely and so be made safe. And this is the problem that American
nuclear scientists have been grappling with all through this weekend
while an anxious industrielised world watched. Many Western countries
are now using nucleer energy to supplement, and, they hoped, to

one day replace, o0il &s their mein source of energy. In Britain,

for instance, thgre ere l1ll nuclear power statdons which are controll-
ed by the electﬁ?ity authorities and another 5 such stations which
are controlled by the United XKingdom Atomic Energy Authority. And

in 1976 nuclear energy provided some 13% of the total British
celeetrieity public supply. Sc¢ you can see why the British,i:xggll

as other nuclear energy producers, will be watching what is going

on neaxr Harrf%urg, and its outcome, with very great concern. The
outcome of this accident may well é%érmine world action on the use
of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes for a very long time to come.
Alrcady, a strong wgve of anti-nuclear energy is building up in the
Upited States. If the sccident results in disaster that wave may
become world-wide. And yet Britain hes been using nuclear power
sefely since the mid-1950sy so it may well be as safe as the care
people take or as dengerous &s their carelessness., Anyway, for the
world, as for us, the economice of survivel dictate both maessive
conservation s well 28 an ongoing search for alternatives. And no
amount of pulling down or tearing down"1is going to nelp that. Ve,
here and in the world, are all going to have to abandon the cheap
end easy luiury of pulling end ecrying everything-&own in persuit of
this or that special interest, snd get on to the very much harder

and more painsteking business of building up. There is no other way

ahead -~ for us or for anybody else in todey's world. S0 keep your
cool and think sbout it, please. Goodnight.



1) Ene#gy: New Prices Coming
2) Lebour Front unsettled .

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdecest on Fridsy
Mereh 30, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: A number of very difficult snd complex matters appesr
to be coming to @ heed ns we come to the end of March and the first
quarter of what looks like being perhaps the most trying yeer in the
economic history of independent Jemaica. Some time tomorrow evening
we should be told the new price that we are going to have to pay
for petrol and for petroleum products., And this is one price incresase
over which we heve literslly no control., OPEC - the Orgenisation of
Petroleum Exporting Countries - hes upped its price, 2nd that is
that: you teke it or leave it, you liké it or lump it: OPEC is not
going to hold down or scele down its prices to give any sort of
ease to poor developing countries of the Third World. Thet is a hard
one to swallow because most OPEC countries are themselves of the

The rub is that
Third World,/=m& the majority of the people in most of the OPEC
countries are themselves poor, under-nourished, badly housed and
generelly as distressed eq?ize poor in the non-oil producing Third
VWorld countries. S0 it is rather unrealistic to expect the present
rulers of the OPEC countries to be more cering and more compessionate
eabout the poor of other lsnds then they ere about their own poor.
In this sense the external policies of the OPEC countries are a
pretty sccurate reflection of their domestic policies, It is & fair
conclusion that we will only see changes in OPEC policy toward the

rest of the Third VWorld when we see changes in the domestic policies

of OPEC member states. So for now hopes for & sort of'special’
rxige poor men's price for oil seems unlikely, and we ere going to



have to bersr the full brunt of the OPEC increeses. And it seems to
me important thet the government spell out as clearly and as fully
es possible gll the detgils of the coming increases. Let there be
no kite-flying or speculative testing of the wind this time: end

please Jjustify every last cent of any proposed incresse and explain
existing
why it cennot be absorbed into the/u;xxnix high petroleum tex., What

is for sure is that oil prices sre going up end will keep on going
up and that supplies are shrinking and will go on shrinking. And the
sooner we really adjust to this the better our chances of coping

with this hersh new reelity. The 10% cut in energy use that we are
token
now being esked to make is really just e small/beginning. We are

going to neve to do at leest two or three time better than that to
really start to cope when the prices climb higher and the supplies
become even shorter. Things like airconditioning snd structures 1lit
by electricity =11 day long will have to end. We wial heve to knock
holes in walls, put in windows and let in God's sunlight and fresh

air., But it is not only oy energy that we are going to need new and
Cops
fggh thinking in order to 4@83 wit our problems. Ve are going to
AR ﬁ:MJf vks CIWL Of
need[on the isbour front as well. Mr. Bell this week spelled out(the

blesk salternatives to public sector workers. But how cen it be Jjust

or equitable to put this kind of rein on z?rkers and their wages
marK vps
without doing the seme for prices and[p@? Hemember that list

of price merk-ups on basic foods I geve you on February 21st? And
gep of an item
the Ruge perfentaga/nzxkxn; between the lended price/snd what the,
o mae T The Camded puee

Jov ,
wokker hed to pa%? Remember? 25 end 30% and 40% end soﬁ? If workers
weges are to be regulested and scrled down then, IMF or no, there
& )
must be a corresponding end matching sceling down onjprices and

mark-ups M} [he slternative is a deepening of the
present unsettled stete on the labour front. %ﬂm(ﬁmwﬁ’ 7N Tt

c/k(\z, e lsakens Canvvy 113 Hnden Goodnight.



1) The Civil Service Sick-Out
2) The OPEC Increase & Conservation
3) Ideology & Economic Instability

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on VWednesday
March 28, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The sick-out by civil servants seems to have brought
some very importent sections of this nation's business to a halt.
The strike by elements of Reilwey Corporation workers threatens to
the operations
shutdown/of a2t least one of our major beuxite compenies, which could
lead to large-scele lay-offs of bauxite workers. And if this were to
heppen at Alcan it would be only a matter of time before Alcoa is
also hit. And on top of a21ll this we face the prospect of a new
round of price increeses on petroleum products next week. You would
heve thought that in face of all these very hard and very chellenging
economic problems fecing this nation, most, if not all of our energie
would be devoted to greppling with these hard problems. Insteed, it
the perty political and
looks as though it is/the ideological warfere which is receiving
of the
most time end most ettention, and on which most/energy of this
nation's leadership at almost every level is being spent. As Chief
on Monday
Justice Kenneth Smith summed it up{ and I quote: "Not a soul believes
that anything can be done without politiecs, which is messing up the
country". And so, while our public administration end our economic
activity are drastically slowed down politicel end ideological
going on
warfare are escalated. And one of the very real dangers of/conducting
our affeirs in this way, it seems to me, is that given what is happen
ing on the energy front, we could easily slip into & much deeper
economic instebility then we have experienced up to now. And economic
instability, when it reaches a certain point, provides the ideal

conditions for politicel teke-overs by totaliterians of either the
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extreme right or the extreme left. ®m And Jemaica, right now,
is moving in the ExrxExmus direction of thet denger-point level
of economic instability. So if we are really serious about democracy
and the protection of the democratic process then we will stop
thxexgangerxaxsxinsinexsxaf playing politics with the Jamaican
economy end devote all our energii:}zsdhalting the economic drift.
y 1f we do not halt the economic drift,

If we do not do this/then no matter how much we strut and posture
our ideological positions, no matter how much we scream our =EmXx
anti-communism or our anti-fescism or our anti-anything-else-ism,
we will in fact be helping to lay the groundwork for what we all
claim to oppose. One of the herdest things about democracy, about
perliesmentary democracy of the multi-party veriety, is that it

or parties
requires at least two sides to meke it work. The perty/in power and
the perty or parties in opposition must both agree to make the system
work and must both agree to sabide by the ground rules of that system.
But if one side, any one side - the side in power or the side in
opposition - decides not to make the system work, then it cannot and
will not work. So it tekes two sides to meke perliamentary demorecy
work, but it takes only one side to mesh it up. By the same token,
if the two sides want to make this parliamentary demoracy of ours
to go on working then they arq/zgzgg to have at leest agree to stop
playing politics with the economy and thus helt the drift to deeper
economic instability and ultimate economic chaos leading to
totaliterianism. That, more than any postures or slogens or positiog
cries is what téﬁnggﬁsé?ﬁgﬂzggﬁzgﬁiand Jemeicen democracy need for
survival right now./\ueither the British,nor the Russians nor the

s mehoaed To

Americens nor the Chinese nor the Cenadiens nor anybody elee’ﬁgan
enslave VS, v us

either méisave us or solve our problemié Only we can do either: and
we& will reap what we sow. Goodnight.
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1) The Egyptian-Israeli Pence Ireaty
,),6 9 2) UPEC Tries to Re-sssert Control
NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcest on Mondsy
werch 26, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: Iwo events which dominated the weekend news, and one
of which reached its highpoint eesrlier today, took place far away
these events

from Jameica,But/mey well influence our lives more profoundly than
eanything whieh heppened here in Jamaica, or anywhere in the Caribbeen
over this pest weekend., The first is the process which led upf to
today's signing of an Egyptian-Israeli Peece Treety in Washington.
The second is the current meeting cof OPEC Oil Ministers in Geneva
where the oil producing countries are trying to re-esteblish some
sort of centrol over oil prices which hrve run amok. These two

very closely
events sare/xxmfaxmixy inter-releted, and the ultimate outcome of
either one, or of both, ean and will influence the shape of things
to come for 2ll the world, end therefore, for all of us here in
Jameica, We look firgt ot some of the key implicetions of the
I.reeli-Egyptian Pesce Ireaty and the single most importent thing
ebout it is thet with Igypt out of any military line-up of the
Areb states, the kind of war we have seen in the liddle East since
1948, now becomes almost impossible. Egypt wes, and still is, the
strongest and best s2rmed of the Arab states which fought against
Isreel: without Igypt the other Arsb states will not be able to

conventionel

meke effective/wer with against Isrsel with the #lightest hope of
winning. This is one reason emong mrny why the rest of the Arabd
world is so bitter ageinst Srdet and this Pesce Tresty. One obvious

denger is that people who know that they cannot fight a conventionel

war and win may step up unconventional ways of warfere: they mey
resort tc more terrorist att-cks, more essassinations, more hijscking
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- in ehort, the world could see a8 dremetic escaletion of terrorism
end counter-terrorism in plece of £ the prsepects of an Arsb-Israeli
wer thet might suek in the great powers. Sc¢ it wouid eppear that
feday's Perce Ireaty beitween Egypt end Isr=el reduces the chances
of worid wer taree sterting in the Middle ¥Tast; but it would also
are likely to
appear that we/wuux® sse £ grester locelised instability and
viclence., And if tais were to fclliow the pattern set by Iran then
pleces like Jordan, Ssudi Arabis end the smeliler bat oil-rich Gulf
States may also embrace the kind of non-eiigmed redicai Islam chosen
by Iren and which it 1s 2 most impossible To put down from outside.
Pregsident Certer's greet gemble ie that this would not happen; that
instead the other Arsbs would see the benefits of peace and be
led to join the process sterted by Fgypt end Isreel., To thet end
the Americsn government, with the appsrent supporf of both Republic-
anS end Demoerets in the Gongress, hes committed itsslf to finance
the lsrzeli-Egyptian Pesce to tae tune of roughly $5,000-million
over the next 3 yesrs, with Isrsel getting the lions share but
Zgypt also getting = gizeesble emcunt. S0 the price of this peace
treaty comes very high indeed for the Americen texpayer., And what
mg;}gngg this high-priced deel is the decision to put off until
198% mny serious decision on # Prlestinisn state: the Prlestiniens
ere not going to weit guietly for the next six yeers. And some of
them sre presuring those CPEC Cil Mipisters now meeting in Geneve
te once egein uwe 'the o0il weapon' to punish the Unitad States end
Tgypt for meking this peece. First indications epre that the oil
Ministers sre more concerned right now with bringing some sort of

order to world oil prices. The hope is to sfebilise prices at

between $18 and§l9 a berrel by next month, otherwise the sky's the

limit, Either way spells grief - with or without the"punishing”of
the Americaens end Egyptians. Goodnight.



Weges & Prices: Storm Wernings from
Civil Servents, Nurses & Teschers

NEWS COMMEKTARY
For broadecast on rFriday
Nareh 23, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: If you were to go intc 2 supermerket this evening
/:ii buy just four essential items of food for pert of this weekend

you might, if you were & civil servent in the middle clericsl grades,

or if you were & teecher, or if you were & trsinee nursa#fg, deeide

to buy one three-pound chicken, one lsrge loaf of bread, a two-pound

Sfeadily vising

pack of rice end two cartons of milk, all items whose[prices are

controlled. The chécken would cost you $3.96, the bread would cost

81,12, the rice would cost $1, the milk would cost $1.50: end with-

out eny vegetsbles or anything else, you would spend on just these

four items $7.58. And this is 58c more then the §7 & week the govern-

ment has offered cur civil servants as a wage incrense; and it is

8c more then the §7.50 a week which was offered to the teachers and
/igécgrninee nu?ggqfezgévgﬁe chicken, one loaf of bread, two pounds

of rice =nd %wo certons of milk might just about serve one couple

for tomorrow end Sundey, provided they did not waste enything and

provided they did not have enybody else to feed. If they hed two or

tnreéygxigﬁren thet food would not iast more than one dey without

doing grievous narm to the besic nutritionzl needs of grewing young-

sters, This is the nard bread-and-butter reelity behind the latest

wage offer made by the government and which hes now been rejected

by the Civil Service Associstion, the Tegchers' Associstion end the

National Union of lemccretic Teschers. At todey's pricef end in

o oV
face of the continuing inflation,(#? ead {7.50 a weeklis really no

more than tokenism; =2nd one cen understend the anger with which these
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groups rejected these offers., Things are hard for =11 but & hand-
ful of the residy rich smong us., But they are hardest on the people
: ,2ccording to 1977 Lsbour ForceStatistics
at tae lower levels of earnings. And if you beer in mind that/less
then 10% of the enitire employed labour force earns over §100 =
weegvg§/$5,200 a yesr you will reslise how widespread those lower
levelis of earning realily ere. And these ere the ones wno feel the
high prices and the roering infletion most, the ones who have been
hurt most by tihe a2lmost 507 drcp in the standsrd of living. But
behind these, and suffering even more grievousiy ere those at the
lowest levels of earning snd the unemployed: and they have no
associations and unions to spesk up for their interests. So where
do we go from here? <The government Seys it nas no money to pay the
without impcsing more texes,
eivil servants and the teschers morgs{ but it is =2lso allowing the
high prices to beer down heavily on these people end, by definition,
heaviest of all on those who have less or nothing at all, If ecivil
servents and teschers ¢find it herd to live on their esrnings,
what must 1t be like for tne cemual isvourer end tane Impect worker
end the unempioyed? There are no eesy answers to these hard questior
but answers heve tc be found, snd governments sare elected to find

and to implement the snaswers, And if, in tne face of the kind of

infiation we are now experienci#ng, the government says it must

1 b€ oM SISt
put 2 rein of wages then[it must £iso put a meteching rein on prices;
Ml
and, indeed, wherever possible it must roll back prices. And oneéway

own
it c¢sn put e littlie more money into the hends of its,/snd ®ther

workers is by essing up on texes, One of the cetches here is thet

anywtaxes it cuts,or cuts down on,mey in fect meen 2 cutting back
3pemding

[ on the bureaucrscy end thet could meen lay-cffs 2nd cutbecks in

the civil service itself, This is +the kind of dilemms We fece now

and will go on fecing until we strike & new kind of balance between

what we produce end esrn snd what we want in a hed8rh Eewaw?r%g.
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Dey of Prayer & Repentence:
"Justice, Truth & Love".

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcest on Wednesday
Maren 21, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The Jamaica Council of Churches and the Seventh Day
Adventists have called on the nation to cbserve today es a Dey of
Prayer end Repentence. And for reflection on this day the churches
have suggested & Bible reading from the Second Book of Chronicles
in the 0ld Testament, #s well as the following preyer: "O God the
Fether of all mankind - We prey thet you will inspire the people
of this lend with the spirit of honesty and integrity that in all
our deelings one with enother we mey show forth justice, truth and
love, Bless Jemeica, Guide our leaders. Guerd our people. And give
us hope - For Christ's sake., /‘men". That's the preyer for the day:
a perayer for Jjustice, truth snd love and for Jrmaice to be blessed
and to be given hope. 4And you know, if we were all to teske this
preyer to heert end to try to live it out, what = change there would
be in Jrmaica., Just think sbout it for a while. Think about the
screening end shouting #nd the personsl abuse which psss for politice
discussion end controversy these deys. Then think how it would be
cursing end the
if the/neme-celling end the trecing - even to a person's height and
size end weight end personel mennerisms- were to be toned down; and
the issues, rsther than the personalities, were to be discussed
quietly and soberly esnd with reesson end belence. Think how it would
be if all our politiciens, and all cur journelists, and 2ll our
churchmen, and a2ll our business people, really tried to quiet things
down by being quiet themselves, For, do not be misled: it is

» disagree
possible to feelLstrongly and to express strong views and strong



feelings without scresming and shouting end cursing end slendering
those with whom you disagree. All it needs is the kind of self-
respect which respects the other person's right to disagree. There
can be no real respect or self-respect, no real love of truth end
in
justice/ky people who tell lies sgainst other people simply becsuse
or wish to win 2 political point,
they disagree with them/ who twist the truth and assassinate
charecter as means of expressing disagreement and opposition: and
people who reslliy believe in honesty and integrity will not abuse or
suppress either the truth or those who express views that they are
opposed to. It is one of our crisicisms of communism that it tries
and control
to menage/end menipulate populesr opinion: if we looked in the mirror
open
honestly we would be surprised at how/mmmk to the same criticism we
are today. Honesty aund integrity are not just qualities we must
demand of otners: we, too, must heve and must show honesty End
all
integrity in/our dealings. That is what the parable of the Mote and
the Beem is ell about, lest we forget. So if the screeming and the
end 2busing
shouting and the cursing/end the lying and the manipuleting wxx® from
what is really & very vocal and earticulate minority of us were
to quieten down, the people of this land casn 2nd will be inspired
to grepple with today's problems and herdships, &s they have done
with past problems and hardships throughout their history, and as
future generrtions of Jamaicans
%#xry/will have to do in the future because there is no end to the
problems of being humen on this esrth. And to grapple successfully
pessing
with its problems each/generation, everywhere on God's earth, needs
love and hope. £Znd love and hope are not built by sneering and
Jeering or by tesring down everything. And there is much thet is of
greet velue in this land; I think more than in most others. So,

bless Jameice; guide our leaders; guserd our people; give us hope.

Goodnight,
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l) GCrenade: A Netter of Hecognition
2) ithe Energy Crisis: Some U.S. Moves
3) Cater's Mid le East Peace Plan

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdeest on Mondey
Mereh 19, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Lact week Teusday's events in Grenada continued to
throughout the region

dominete news and discussion/ over this prst weekend. And 2t the
heert of the discussion wes the matter of recognising or not
recognising the government esterblished by lMr, Neurice Bishop eand

his broasd-bassed People's Allience. Underetendebly, it is the lesders
/gglzﬁgs of the Dasté Caribbeen/ who are most ambivelent sbout
recognising the new regime in Grenede, As for as these leaders sre
concerned to give recognition, end quick recognition at thet, to the
Bishop regime, would be like endorsing violent revolution as & way
of changing tueir own governments. And so the naturel impulse is

to stall end do nothing while s2ying 'hands off'., If some of these
Last Caribbesn leagzgiﬁhave their weay they would weant to put

Greneda into 2 kind of quergntine - & kind of isad#sed political
limbo - until new elections are held end 2 maw duly elected govern-
ment is installed with which they could safely do business. Thet, -
unfortunetely for them, is not possible so, tomorrow, they are going\
to have to make the herd dewision of how to live with end desl with
the Bishop regime in Greneds. Just how the islends like St. Lucie,
St. Vincent, Dominice and Antigus will hendle this herd problem

wey well determine how things develop in that part of the world for

reasonable

the next ten to twenty yesrs. I think it is a/xEx=makim essumption
thet Bsrbados, Guyens end Jemesice will recognise the Bishop governmen

efter tomorrow's meeting in Antigue. Ny information is that these

governments have delayed recognition primerily becruse they sre all
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pertners in CARICOM and they all wented those CARICOM members in
the Associsted Ctates to sort out their own problems and concerns
' public
without the pressures of prior/ennouncements. And in eny case,
prudent snd responsiblg governments do not normelly rush to sccord
recognition without first weighing all the complex implicetions,
given the uniqguesness of what happened in Grenddd.
On the other hand, to delay recognition unduly, once it hes been
decided on, would in fect REXyp contribute to en etmosphere of
instability. And 2 week seems a2 ressonable time-span in which to
weigh up things end errive at sober judgements, And since it is clesx
in Grenada
by now thet the Bishop regime is in control/we cen, I think, expect
recognition for it by Bnrbedos, Guyene snd Jemaica tomorrow night.
Irinided's behaviour up to now suggests that even if she does not
formelly ennounce recognition, she will be willing to work with the
new government in CARICOM. Next, energy ond America's deepening
preoccupation with the politics of o0il wes the mein topic on the
international scene. Exxon (formerly Esso), Americe and the world's
biggest 0il compeny, seys it will stop its sesles to 'third perty'
customers worldwide: hitherto it hes been selling esbout 10% of its
0il supplies in this way. Now the Americens went all that oil for
themselves. This, I suggest, is the kind of pointer to the future
which should meske us in Jrmeica plan herd snd fest for alternative
at Hunts Bey and elsewhere
weys of powering our electricsl generstors/if we do not went the JPS
lights to suddenly go out four or five yeesrs from now. Let us hope
an oil orges
fooy/m break 'off the Pedro Besnks, by all meens; but let us also plen
small
in cese it does not heppen. The suger industry provides one/model
for alternrtive ways to power our electrical generstors: let us

study end improve on it. And finally, everybody has been very guerded

eabout President Carter's eppeepent breskthrough in the Middle Rest:
They still remember Cemp Devid. Goodnight.



Grenada:
i=U,S~Cenadien Hands-off
2) The Question of Recognition
3) Implications fuf the 'Westminster Model'

NEWS COMMENTARY

For broadcest on Friday

Merch 16, 1979, 6.10p.m.

Good evening: Tuesday's political coup in Greneda continues to
dominate the news in the Inglish-spesking Crribbesn: and two of

the most significant developments this fer ere, firstly the quiet
but very apparent decision by the governments of the United Kingdom,
Cenada and the United States not to respond to Iriec Geairy's appesl
to them to provide him with arms end menpower to stege & counter-
coup. Of course these great powers will have teken note, and may
even have consulted with some of the governments in the region, kmx
for their resction, but 211 the

EXXIxIREXAXIARAREXENEREILXXRARE evidence suggests that nobody hed to
press or pressure them into adopting a hands-off policy. So a Foir
conclusion is that Britein, Csnada end the United Steates =are
satisfied that whet heppened in Grenade on Tuesday wes & purely
intermal matter and they would not therefore inhterfere. And in the
world of diplomascy and of the manipuletion of power this British-
Canadiéen~American posture will be seen 2s an objeft lesson eand a
werning to others to do likewise and desist from interfering. ©So
the chances of Sir Zric Gairy getting any sort of militery help
from any other country to stege & counter-coup is out. And even if
some rightwing dictatorship such as that in Chile wented togive
secret help to Geiry, the fear of being found out, of being expOsed
end denounced by these three VWestern powers, would inhibit. Which

lenves Griry with only the possibility of reising a force of mercenar
ies. But merceneries come at very high prices end it is doubtful
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that Irie Geiry could find the kind of money to finance even 2 smell
mercenary invading force, or that the three Western powers involved
and the éountriea of the region, would a_llow it. So, unless the
people of Greneda went him back, Eric Geiry would seem to have no
way back. The second significent deVelopment is the faet that the
Ministem from the region who met in Barbesdos to review the events in
Crenade celled for non-interference and for & return to constitution-
ality as soon os possible but seemed to have earrived at no common
position on recognising the new edministretion in Grensda. This
matter of recognition is clearly a tricky snd dengerous one, especisl
for the leaders ¢f the smaller islands, To eppesr to senction what
heappened in Grenade on Tuesday meay, fas they see it, be to dig 2 hole
for themselves tomorrow, But the hard fact is that what happened in
Grenada on Tuesdsy did happen; and there is no way that we cean
meke it wun-happen or shut our eyes to it. Like it or not, epprove
of it or not, this week's events in Grenada have finally exploded
the notion that the 'Westminister model' all by itself, is enough
tc ensure that we w:ig;%: free of political coups end that we will
always change our governments in one way only. I happen to be one
of those who believed that the 'Westminister model' provides the
best and most orderly and most democratic way in which a people cen
choose, and change their government: it provides for stability end
it providis for continuity. But it also demends a very high degree
of politicel sophistication end flexibility end sense of community
from those who would operste it successfully: and above 2ll, it
demends & sufficiently deep regard and respect for the electorste

to bow to their wishes, rather than to subvert or distort or mesnipuls

te those wishes, And the 'Westminister model' is doomed to fail e
unless all the perties mske it work. Gairy wented to use and manipulel
it, so it failed in Grenada. Will we lesrn the lesson? Goodnight



The Coup in Grensada:
The Problem with Coups

For broedcast on Wednesday
I‘V:Prch 14’ 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Yesterdey's forcible overthrow of the Gairy govern-
ment in Grenada - for that is a what 2 coup is -~ has provoked 2
series of predictable resctions. It is & leftwing coup so the
politiceal
peopdke on the/left end those who support them have welcomed it;
end the people on the political Right 2nd those who support them
have either condemned or deplored it. This has been the broad
genersal reesction in Jemeica, in the Ceribbeen and in the world
generslly., If it hed been 2 rightwing coup the positions would, of
course, heve been reversed. The political Right would have supported
e rightwing coup end the politicel left would heve opposed it. That
is one fecet of the matter. Another facet is the question of what
the politics of
effect this leftwing coup in Grensda is likely to have on/that arc
of ZIEnglish-speesking islends known s the Windwerds and Leewerds.
Will other unpopuler regimes in these small islends max be subject
to change by eoup, now that the first one has taken plece? I
suspect that this question must have bee:73pg2;;og% in the minds of
some of the Ministers who met in Barbaggz}iggay to review yesterday's
events in Grenada. There sre those who will ssy thet no other island
in the Eastern Ceribbesn is gquite like Grensdes was under Eric Geiry,
/thfth its goon squadsf};hysical intimidation, =xm&its$ dictatorial
politics and its open sssociation with s2nd support from extreme
rightwing regimes such s that of Pinochet in Chile. True ggough,
Geiry was a perticularly unplessent politicel type, but/iIx was not

the first or even the only end he is not likely to be the last. What
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one wonders, would have heppened if the people of St.Kitts-Nevis-
Anguille had yesterdey's precefident before them during their
troubles with the late lr. Robert Bradshaw., The brute fsct is that
there are enough explosive problems, snd these are likely to incresasec
ang?:::u2£ediscontent$ to lead to eny number of coups, once that
particular door is openQ& It is for this reason that how Mr. Maurice
Bishop end his supporters handle the situation from here on becomes
s0 very important. Mr. Bishop hss & good record a&s & real champion
of humen rights: on the record so far he hes not tried to manipulate
the human rights issue for perty politicel gain., Now he will have
y£8 quickly as possible,
to put thet record on the line by demonstrating/that he has the
/ggggiﬁz of ti.e overwhelming mejority of Grenada's people. This, I
think, is ultimetely the only way to gein any sort of legitimecy
for = government that did not achieve power by way of the ballot
box. In terms of the speeifie case of Grenada, one question puzzles.
And the answer to that puzzling question mey also provide 2 possible
reeson for the steging of yesterdry's coup. All the evidence out of
Grenada in recent yesrs hes shown the steady erosion of Eriec Geiry's
power. In 1972, for instance, he had won 14 out of the 15 perliament-
ary seats; in the years betweeﬂpis power over theelectorate hed
dwindled to the point where in the last elections in 1976, he could
only hold on to power by winning 8 seats to the Opposition's T;
end this emid cherges of messive electorsl fraud. So why then have
2 coup when it seemed pretty clear that Geiry would be swept from
power at the next elections? Those of us who listened to Maurice
Bishop when he was here snd who have resd whet he seid elsewhere,

will recell his often-expressed fears that there may not be any next

elections if Tric Geiry had his way. And recently Eric Geiry hes

been hunting foy arms to put down 2 communist plot. So the question
is: VWes this a leftwing coup to forestell 2 rightwing coup?

Gaondnioht._



1) Certer in the Middle ILast
2) The Commonweaslthin a Chenging Vorld
73) VWhite Adventurism in Southern Africe

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
¥ereh 12, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Apert from the current waterfront strike things were

comparatively quiet on the industrisl scene over this past weekend:
the Nova Scotia workers are back at work, snd the parties sre talking

in/gggeﬁ sensitive lebour srees. DBut it is all very delicate end

needs careful wetching., And it seems to me that Jemesicea is very

fortunete right now in the man who is our very dedicated ani very

hard=-working Minister of Labour who does not even seem to heve a

free weekend tc himself these days. And perty political sctivity

wes elso muted over this weekend, with emphesis being on gesterday's

International Vomen's Day rally end the promisé thet the Maternity

Lesve Law will be on the Jamsicen Statute booke by July of this ye\ar
Then, too, there wss the usuel spate of acoideﬁ&a\and c¢rime; but all

on & lesser scele then in other times. The high prices, the unemploy-
,the low produetivity

ment/end the shorteges - especielly for the poor -~ were with us

£s elweys; but in the mein the land wes quiot, in the wmein the

people were perceful, in the mein we were physicelly comfortable

and free. On the international scene the weckeﬂh was vestly more

unsettled with Xx President Certer'. trip te the liddle E=st being

the single most importent news develcpment. Present indicetions are

that the Certer visit hes not achieved the dramatic breskthrough

the Americen President had gembled on. By“perégnally going first

to gypt and then to Isrsel to try and resolve the remeining differe

nces which stood between en LEgyptien-Isreeli pesce treaty, Nr., @srter
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was in fect gembling with his own politiecal future. And if that
gemble were to feil the implicetions could be very serious for

very meny other countries beside the United Stetes., Consider a few
of these implications., First, if this Csrter initiative were to

feil end the pesce process were to collspse completely in the

Middle Fast the Islemic resdicelism which is now sweeping the ares

is bound to be stepped up and countries like Saudi Arabia, Jorden
end the Gulf states will be unable to resist it: and lslemic radical
ism, #s events in Iren have shown, is as anti-Vestern es it is enti-
communist., And the oil of the Middle Iast, under Islemic radicalism,
will come very high indeed, =2nd without eny ideologicel commitment
to either side. And in such 2 context the Hussiens, who sre less
d;pendent off Middle Iast oil than is the Vest, will emerge the more
self-sufficient in energy needs &nd therefore the stronger of the
two‘power bloes., And Islemie redicelism will went to go to war
exsninst Israel. And these sre the ingrediemts for the kind of confli
thet could heve worldwide repercussions. Second, thne feilure of this
Carter initiacive is bound to further seriously damage the Presi-
dent's chances for re-election, end all we have to do is to look
beck to U.S. poliey to%%da Jameica and the Cs=ribbesn as a whole
during the Nixon-Ford-iissinger period to realise just how very
différent things could be for us, end indeed for the entire Third
Werld, if Mr., Certer were defented by some conse.vative Republican
like, sey, Mr, RKonald Hesgan, in the next Presidentiesl elections.
One of the eriticisms of Mr, Carter in the United Stetes isthet he
has nct been tough enough in foreign policy. And those who say this
are the people who support the white rocisg adventurism of Ian Smith

in Rhodesia end Vorster & Co. in South Africe snd Nemibia, which
wents to internstionslise the confliet there, 5o, like it or not,

the success or feilure, the victory or defeat of Jimmy Carter hes
imvortant imnlieations for il of vs. Boandund olted
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1) A New Petrol Price Incresse? How luch?
2; Limits to reducing lLiving Stenderds
3) Waste & Hard Times

NEWS CO!«’.:‘«‘».? TARY
For broadcsst on Fridsy

Merch 9, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The price of petrol for the Jdameican motorist went

up by 20c¢ a gellon almost exsctly turee months ego. That incresse

wes based on the fect that the OPEC countries were going to increese

their selling price}ﬁi crude o0il by 14§% ~ spaced out es smell

gquarterly increeses over 1979. By that formuls the 14§% total

incresse wes expected to come into force by the last quarter of

this year. But instesd of the price of our petrol to the motorist

being stepped up in these quarterly instailments, we had it in one
128 motorists,

lick. GSo we/heve been peying something over the 1l44% increase

since Jenuery of this year. And this meens that the Jamasicen motorist

hes in feet bedn paying e iittie more then was dictated by the

streight arithmetic of the OPEC increese of 144%. Eut events of

the last couple of weeks seem to be overtaking thet step~by-step

CPEC formule =nd we hesr end read of prices going up by more then

the OPEC formula. And everybody blemes it on the events in Iren.

In some cases producer countries have sispped on from between 2%

to 7% more then the OPEC-agreed formule on first or second querter

under the Shah, wes the wild joker in théigggk, the odd men out,
plaeying en individualist geme gerred to very speciel interests: but
whatever that game, the crisis of supplies set in motion by events
in Iren is very reel. And shorteges and high prices go hand in hend

wherever they take place. £And so now there is the beginning of telk

here in Jrmaice tanat the price of our gellon petrol is going to go
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up agein by next month., Now, the thing it seems to me that we, as

in perticuler, end consumers in general
motorists{ went to watch very carefully is that we are not made to
pey more then the actuel incresse above the OPEC 14§% which we are
elready peying. Yor instance, if the current increeses were to
push up the price of our oil by ten or twelve or even fourteen
perfent within the next three or four months, 2s long es the
incresse is below the COPEC 1447 we wxXX, =35 consumers, will slready
be peying that inecreesed price, so any edditional increeses to us
would heve to be expleined and Jjustified in wery greet careful
deteil, Today's Jemeican consumer is in no mood to just be told
' world prices asre going up so the priee to you must therefore be
incressed by this or thet figure'. Ve went to know thet the increase
is not & hidden new tax, or tie kind of add-on which seys theat if
any price goes up by, ssy, one eent, it is feir geme to a2dd-on two
or three more #s o kind of creem off, Obviously, eny price incresase
over and sbove OPEC's 1447 will heve to be pessed on. But let us
make sure that it is that, snd that alone,UZE%éh is pessed on. So be
on watch #nd insist that ell the figures ere expleined esnd justified.
nd I sincerely hope thet our politicisns of a2ll perties understand
thet when hard times hit,people, 2ll pecople, become bitterly and
hﬁ@shly intolerant of weys and behaviour that they see &s contribut-
ing te their troubles. And & neer fifty percent cut in living

fo o Qppavant qurpose end growing
stendards |is trouble enough to generste & vast/impatience end
intolerapce of public sector wastefulness snd private sector high
priziizﬁﬁﬁ%wof the kind of pertisen politics which puts the interest
oprarty as synonymous with the nationel interest. And so, in meny
corners of the lend the poliiticel process is dismissed 2s 2 contest

between bleck dog end monkey. And this, whatever else it is, is

not & mood in which & people overcome their problems. So what are
we to do? Goodnight.



-
-
e

o”»
(ii:;/%?( fhe Energy Crisis: A Globsl Perspective

NEWS CONMM EI"E TARY
For broadcast on Vednesday
Vereh 7, 1979, 6.10p.m
Good evening: The world's major oil compenies - all of them either
North Americen or Western BLuropesn - heave started cutting back on
the emount of oil they supply to their customers. And this cutback
in supplies is hitting everybody, the big rich nations as well as
the poor Third World countries. /nd one of the ineviteble by-product
of this cutbeck is the outbreask of panie buying which always comes
with shortege or the threat of shortage. /‘nd so 2 berrel of crude
0il which should be selling &t just & little over §13-US, is today
fetching enything from $20 to $25-~US on the do-called open mrrket.
S0 all the indicetions are thot we can expect twe things to happen
in the months snd wee¢ks ahead - and I am not just thinking of
Jemeica: these two things are likely to happen all oyer the world
end in all countries which do not produce their own oil. The first
is that there will be less and less o0il, end therefore, less and less
oil-based energy, available to the people of these countries. And
the second is that the mad scremble for what oil is eveilable is
going to send prices shooting tarough the ceiling. Already the OPEC
seems doller
pricing formula/x® in & shembles, with/rich countries like Japan,
and gold rich countries like South Africe peying huge prices to
corner the aveileble oil on the so-called open mearket., And as
access to oil from the Niddle East becomes restricted to them as

the oil-producers either cut them out or by-pess them, the VWestern

0il compenies are bound to go after the best profit mergins
possible from their dwindling oil resources. And they esre of course



going to try end make this profit bonenza last for a2s long as
possible., So they will themselves buy up whatever oil they can,
stockpile it, and releese it in carefully controlled quantities to
their most favoured customers. And in any such arrengement it is
the poor eand the week of the earth, the non-oil-produecing Third
World, who are going to feel the double pinch of shortege and high
prices most., And when the point is resched when there Jjust is not
non-oil-producing
enough oil to go around, the/Third World will be the first to have
its supplies cut off by the Western oil compenies, ¥Will the Third
World oil producers then come to the aid of their Third World
brothers? The evidence of OPEC's performance this far does not
encoursge any such hope. ©So where do we go from here? Vithout a
sense of history, without an awereness of the connecting link of
past present and future, it is easy to give iyt to depsir and to
penic re~ction. So let us remember that as recently as fifty years
ago our world wes not dependent off petroleum oil, end still it
survived and flourish?lPeople the world over travelled vtiﬁ}distances
by treins using co#&l end other fossil fuels; they crossed oceans
by ship; to be sure, it was much slower then ous pressent jet-age
pece; but people did get sround. And frctories end founderies and
furnsces were supplied with energy by coal and othe fossil fuels.
Indeed, the gregt industrial revolution wes not fuelled by oil =-end
it needed massive energy. And some of us who sre aslive today cen
8till remember a time before air-conditioning end electriec lights;
lighted up and
but there was light. Homes and offices were build to be/cooled by
sunshine and fﬁ%h eir, So the drying up, and indeed, the end of the
flow of petroleum o0il, does not end need not reesn & return to some
o edany§ of The Sk,
sort of new dark ages, ns some people fear.LScience and technology 1y

put to the service of man can, end will see to that., Our suger indust
for instence, is energy self-sufficient without oil. The hardest

thdng wididl be e meke the freanaed tion frem, adde end dvpt do alooss



//\ 1) BITU Rejects Guideline Propossls
2) China Withdraws from Vietnem

! C%//zg 3) Energy: The Crisis Deepens

NEWS COMMINIARY
For brosdecest on Monday
Merech 5, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: lhe highpoint of the weekend news here at home was
yesterday's very importent all-islend BITU delegete meeting which
rejected the government's proposed amendements to the wege guidelines
This decision, coming hsard on the meeting lest week tetween the
Prime Minister and the .eaders of our twelve major trade unions, is
bound to create some very tricky problems for the government in its
dealings with the IMF leter this monti, &s well as for those unions
or co-opereste with
which treditionslly support/the PNP, The herd fact is that the
government could only work these wage guidelines for as long as the
unions were prepered to tolerate them: for meske no misteke ebout it,
none of the unions — neither the pro-PNP, the pro-JLP nor the pro=-
anything-eise - ever rcelly epproved of these guidelines. The most
thiey were prepered to do in the face of an scute economic crisis
wes to stend back, reserve their positions, declere their reservation
and see how the guidelines worked. Now, after yesterdsy's BEITU
meeting, one of our mejor unions would seem tc heve given cleer
notice thet this position cen no longer hold. And I thought myself
thet Mr, Shearer made very clesr the rigidity end inflexibility with
which the interests of the unionised workers weee made subordinste
to 211 other interests by the terms of tné#guidelines. And if it
is true that it is the INF which insists on these very stern and
rigid guidelines, and if it is true that one of the IMF conditions

for abendoning the 'crawling peg' mini-devalustions is to continue
with these rigid wege guidelines only slightly modified, then, if
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light of yesterday's BIIU decision the government is going to find
itself caught between the devil and the deep. TFor to either abandon
or else reélly drasticelly change the guidelines could result in the
INF walking ewey; and to stick by these siightly modified guidelines
would lead to an aimost inevitable escalation of industrial strife
from which the other unions will not be able to stend aloof, without
massive desertions from their rank-end-file, So, one way or another,
the government is going to have to do & grest desl more about the
wege guidelines than it has so far indicsted. And you' guess is as
good as anybody else's about whet this is likely to do to our desl-
ings with the IMF snd to an economy in crisis, What is for certain
is that there are no essy answers, and the deys ahead look 1like
being rough, especially for thhse at the lower levels of the economic
ledder - the unemployed, those who subsist on the minimum wage eand
for the young people joining the labour force. And turning to an
equally bleask international scene, reports out of South E=sst Asia
are that the Chinese are getting ready to pull ocut of Vietnem,
having administered their so-called'lesson'by takigZ;iigee weeks and
thousends of
many/Chinese deed to sdvence 25 miles into Vietnam. In Africe Idi
Amin still holds on, and Isn Smith is doing everything he can to
internationalise his local war in hopes of bringing in the British
and Americens. In the Middle East the chances of pesce between Isrsel
and Egypt have receded; even the conservetive Arab states have
dencunced the talk of & U.S, militery presence to protect Americen
0il interests., The multinational Western consortium which controlled
the sale o;}%renian 0il hes been expelled and the Iranians heve

themselves sold their first shipment of o0il under the new regime to

to Jepen at some 50% asbove the current OPEC prices. And Americens

seem to be just beginning to reslise the energy crisis is reesl and
ere talking of retioning. The times are-herd end unsettled. Goodnighl



1) IMP: What Price the Sesal of Approval
2) Unemployment and Overtime
3) Besic Food Prices: Too Long # Chein

NEWS CCOMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Friday
Verch 2, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The price of bread is up, which is bad news for the
Jameican consumer; end the price of Ksiser Corporetion's primery
eluminium on the world merket is siso up, which is good news for
Jomeica's foreign exchange esrning prospects. Also welcome wes the
news that Alumina Partners of Jameica, Alpert, 1s considering
relocating and expending its mining operstions at a cost of some
$100 million. Alpert's old mines are béing exhsusted end will run
out in snother five to six yeers, so the compeny either has to find
other mines or else pull out of Jrusica. Tne compeny has decided to
stay here end to find other mines, snd this is welcome. Another
welcome metter is the apperent meeting of minds which hes taken plece
in those discussions between the Prime Minister end the lesders of
our twagve mejor trade unions. "ithout this sort of understending,
end in fece of the very heavy strains and pressures the working peopl:
have to endure at this time, Jomeice might well/hxx::hnlx hit by
induat£ial cheos. Indeed, unless grert care is exercised in our
industrieal reletions in the months aheed, we mey yet end up in

the kind of erippling lebour situetion which hit Eritein lest month.
épd,tne Jamaican economy is immeesurably less able to withsémid thet
gilcgdof shock than is the British economy. S0 it is good to note
that there wes apperently no hint of confrontation in the meetings

between the Prime Ninister end the union lesders. To say this is

not to suggest that there wes agreement on everytaning. 1 know, for



instence, thet the unions would heve preferred to see the 15%
ceiling on the wege guidelines scrapped 2ltogether; but to this
the goverhment could not =gree,given the INF sgreenent. But the
discussions did result in some significant concessions to the
workers, one of the most important being thet wege negotetions
for workers in the public sector will be chsnged from the present
three-yesr cycle to a two-yeer cycle, while still merintaining the
present incrementel increases. And the IMF and its effects xk end
the crewling peg were discussed &nd are to be diséussed further at
e leter meeting., V"hile it is understendeble that the primery

the interests of
concern of the unions must be with/their membeées, the lsbour move-
ment cannot, particulerly =t this time, ignore the herd problems
feced by those who have lost their jobs, and the 20,000 odd young
people who come onto the labour market each yeer, most of them to
join the renks of the unemployed. So I sincerely hope that 2t one
of these meetings the wunions end the Prime Minister will knock hesads
on this matter., 1 repest, for ins.ance, the suggestion thet there
be 2 halt to overtime so &s to create new job openings for those who
now have none. There ere meny other things that cen be done to ease
matter, once there is the will., It is not much use condemning the
rich world for how it treats the poor world, when we do precisely
the same thing among ourselves, They say charity, to be reasl end
meaningful, should begin 2t home. Andd the IMF seal of approval
notwithstanding, we did not get in a2ll the foreign exchange we hsd
hope for., In thet sense the IMF route snd the shock therapy thet
ceme with it, has not succeeded. Any more shock therepy might well
kill the petient snd 1 think the IMF should be warned of this. And

finelly, what about those fentastic merk-ups on the landed price

of basic foods to which I referred last|Wednesday? Will Nr. Denny
“iliiems do enything sbout this? Goodnight.,



/sh Vednesds 1 g
the Anatomy o ecrifice
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NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Vednedday
Februery 28, 1979, 6.10p.m

~

Good evening: If this morning's Rosdbeert progremme is enything to
80 by, end I think it is, then most J maicens are not going to give
up enything for Lent this yeer. One key reasson put forward was:
I don't understend this Lent business so I 2am not going to give up
enything. And if you set this ip the context of 2 Lenten sesson
sterting with our postel services shut down, and strikes at the
flour mill, the Telephone compeny, —one of ocur two newspapers, one
of our bottling compenies end our nain tennery; end with the
threet of similer striked sction henging over our civil service, you
will get a2 pretty feir didee of the mood thet exists in the land,
Things sre rough end esch one of us, esch groupif, ench orgenisetion
is out for self-protection snd for furthering the self-interest.
Ve sre none of us in ony mood to give up enything or to meke sny
secrfices. (hings sre brd enough alreesedy without our beihg called
Instead, we,
on to make further secrffices or to give up enything./fhixxizxtke
or most of us, try to greb =s much as we
XEREXXRRRXIXAXXRBXXSUREXNEXERXXXxFuntier cen while putting in es
little es we cen get away with., Ve went, and fight until we get,
the highest pay for the lowest output: we went all the fringe
benefits possible end more eand we do not give # deun how the money
is found 2s long &s we don't have to pey eny more taxes. Ve wont
prices rolled beck; wages and sel@ries increesed; taxes reduced
A some fuxvcies
end more foodLimported. Ve are not resily very worried about the

try fo
hundreds of thoussnds who heve to/live on the current nationsl

minimum wege; and if we\tnink about the over one quarter of = millios
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of our fellow citizens who are unemployed, the way we behave does
not show it., And this mood, for today's Jemeice and for the needs
of today'é Jameice, is just about as counter-productive a&s anything
cen be. Now, d%ending on your BRXYmNX economic position and your
political point of view end your social outlook you will bleme
this or that force, or group or person in the society for this mood.
But it seems to me thet one of the really importent issues that we
need to think through if we sre to cope with this mood hes to do

whiek qoes beyond idealogieal (akels of #2 Right or e Aeft:
with purpose and objectivek It does not metter where they ore,
who they are, whet their origins and beckground, people just do not
meke secrifices to no purpose. If they have to meke sacrifices they
went those secrifices to be to some point, to some purpose. If there
is no point then why secrificef Why hold strein} Why endure? If
there is no point, if it is slil & free~for-all with the devil teking
the hindmost then esch man must be out for himself end gred as
much 238 he cen get away with., And this, it seems to me, is one o?éur
herd problems/zi the moment, Our nationali lesdership, at almost

and example

every level, offer no worthwhile and ennobling resson/why people
should endure their present hardships end respond to the calls to
sacrifice. Seerifice for what? To whet end? To schieve what? I
remember & dey in June 1946 in Fnglend. It wes D.Day the dey the
Iritish end their ellies inveded Hitler's Iurope. Yany hundreds of
thousends of young ‘nglishmen went to their death thet day and one
reeson why they went willingly wes becruse big, bluff workingclass
Irnest Bevin, trade union leesder turned government minister promised

for their children
them an end/to the slums they had known, end the massive unemployment

and the dole snd the sociel neglect of generstions: promised them

the welfere ste¥e and that, in pert et least, was the resson for
their sacrifice. To survive and prosper in todey's herd world J-mgicsz
will heve to secrffice. But to what purpose? 1o what end? Goodnight.



1) An Unsettled World:
2) China-Vietnem
b) Ugei da-Tenzania
¢) North-v-South Yemen
2) Energy Crunch starts hurting

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadeast on lMondey
February 26, 1979, 6.10p.m

Gooa evening; It hes been e violently unsettled weekmdd in many
perts of the world. The bitter werfeare continues in Vietnem with
the Chinese throwing in more and more of tTheir menpower and trying
to swamp the Vietnamese by the sheer weight of their numbers. Alréady
scecounts of ithie numbers killed teke on a nightmarish quelity. At a
rate of killiyg of

/between 16,000 and 20,000 a week, how many human lives will have
been wiped out in one or two or three months? And the irony of it
2ll is thet these are two communist countries, two Asisn countries/
whose people have more in common than not, =nd two countries who
net so long ago were asllies in the fight sgeainst the Americens in
Indo~China, Eut Vielnem gg}gne place where there wes blocdletting
this weekend. There was bloocdletting in Africe too between the
people of Ugande end Tenzania. And here the indicetions are that
the enemies of Idi Amin are beginning to shake free of the peralysis
into whieh he hed scared them. Perheovs, now, people in Africa and
elsewhere ¢sn hegin to think of what is to heappen to that unheppy
country after Idi Amin, But first Amin will hsve to be removed and
it is not unlikely that some group inside his own ermy may do that
job =nd seize power, If thet heppened it could be the replecement of
one brutal military tyranny by another. And further south on the

Africen continent Ien Smith's Rhodesiean Air Force has been bombing

what they claim are bases of freedom fighters inside Zembia &nd



Mozambique, but which Joshua Nkomo's neople say are refugee camps,
You taeke your pick 2nd you decide which esccount you want to believe.
And still the freedom fighters press closer and closer to the heart
of white Rhodesia, The question now is: which comes first the token
hand over of power by I=sn Smith or the collepse of white rule under
the pressure of the freedom fighters. And in the Middle East, the
key point of the so-called crescent of erisis, there are indicsations
of increased instability ond perhaps a new flare-up of fighting
between North and South Yememn. So the bloodletting 2nd vhe instabili-
y 2re widespresd end can, at 2lmost zny point, trigger some sort of
great power confrontation, And over this weekend two key Cabhinet ‘

Defence Secretary Zrown & Fnergey Secres¢ebdy Shlessig
officers of President Carter's Administration/have flown a kite
about the possibility of.an Ameriesn militery presence in the Middle
East, Mr, Brown had just come baek from a tour of the area and a
fair 2gsumption is that the Saudis must have told him that if the
Americens want & continuing steady flow of o0il from them then it

the likelihood

must help positively egeinst/xxxmmxmf of whet happened in Iren, or
else, But of course, somebody is going to have to invite the Americar
to send in military forces and that is going to be tricky. And while
we are preoccupied with suech besic issues as 2 rollback in food price:
end wages and unemployment, the Israelis heard at midnight lest night
that the price of their gallon of petrol had gone up to something
like 84 & geallon. And in the United States Trans~®orld Airlines
cancelled seven of their scheduled flights because of 2 shortage
of jet fukd and seid thet five more flights might be cancelled today.
S50 the energy ecrunch is reelly beginning #o hurt. And still people

seem to think it is just a metter of money: #nd so they do not
begin to peepare for the dreed dey when not even money will buy energy

When will we all learn that the deys of abundent and cheap energy
and food really are over? The sooner we do, o GO0

. SoeeT € Wil ahee OUT oSy koS

WASLe i



The China-Vietnam War

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Friday
February 23, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: While we have been preoccupied with our very serious
economic problems, and our rather negative and destructive partisan
politics, much that is of major importance to all markind has been
taking place elsewhere in the world. And herbaps the single most
important as well as the single most dengerous new development is

the bitter war that is now raging between China and Vietnam. In

the early hours of last Saturday morning soldiers of the People's
Republic of China launched a massive invasion of Vietnam across the
common border between the two countries. Since then the fighting
has been fierce, bitter and bloody, with reports of very heavy losses
on both sides. Even if we make allowances for over-statement, all
the indications are thet much more than 10,000 soldiers from both
sides must have been killed in the first three or four days of heavy
fighting. The Chinese are now reported to have captured one
Provinciel capital in the north of Vietnam and to have advanced up to
17 milesg across the border at one point., The Chinese are said to
have thrown 100,000 soldiers into the first attack and to be bringing
up another 100,000 resefvrcements. 66,000 Vietnamese soldiers are
meeting this assault and another 30,000 reinforcements are being
moved in. Elements of the Far Eastern Soviet Fleet are cruising off
the coast of Vietnam in the South China Sea and Soviet military
supplies are being delivered Dby sea to the port of Haiphong as well
as by air. The Chinese are said to be bombing the supply routes and

the supply dumps to try and destroy the Soviet-supplied arms before
they can reach the battelfield. That is the broad mili tary picture
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and at least one of its most dengerous implications is obvious.
If the Chinese, in the course of trying to stop the Soviet arms
getting to the battlefield, were to 'shoot down a Russian plane or
sink & Soviet ship, the war could immediately be widened and
escalated. And if the Soviets were to then go to war against China,
what would the United States and her NATO allies do? This is one
reason why the U.N, Security Council, which has been urgently called
to meet today, is so anxious to defuse the situation. Any accident,
any miscelculation, any piece of over-reaction from any quarter,
could widen and escalate the fighting and bring World Wer Three that
much nearer, And neithe the Americans nor the Russians want World
Wer Three. And perhaps it is her cleer perception of this central
fact which has emboldened China to launch her attack against Viethem
If she is satisfied that the two nuclear giants are unwilling to
nuclear
risk/war over some local incident in Vietnam then she is free to
'punish' Vietnam for helping overthrow the Pol Pot regime in Cembodi
And that is what this attack is really all about. By punishing Viet-
nam China makes it clear to all Asia, end indeed the world, that
she is the dominant power in South East Asia: not the Russians, not
the Americans. And if she can do her 'punishing'quickly and then
pull back, the point will have been made. But what if the Vietnamese
pin down her forces so that China cannot disengage on her own terms?
Don't forget the Vietnamese have a battle-hardened army of some
600,000 who helped to break the back of the American forces?n South
East Asia, while the Chinese have not had any real battle experience

since the Korean war of the early 1950s. And then, too, there is the
massive 5,000-mile-long border between Russia and China; and if ther

were any need to ease the pressure on Vietnam,Soviet forces covld

cross the border anywhere along that front. So it may just be that
Vietnam will teach China a lesson, especially if Mr Tené is right
about America's indecision and lack of political will. Goodnight,



(:}Y’ The New Price Incresses:
a) luported infiasion
K\f b) Loec=l Inflation

NEWS COMMENTAHY
For broszdcast on Wednesday
Februery 21, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Minister of Indust®y end Commerce, Nr. Danny
Williems, over the pest weekend begen to enswer some of the meny
questions which nave been asked since he snnounced those massive
ne. food price increases some ten deys ago. And while the Minister's
first statement did shed some light, the very statistical figures
he offered us raised more questions end demanded more detail and
more answers., lake, for example, the matter of the price of rice.
In 1977, according to the Minister's own figures, we paid 29c¢ for

e pound of rice, which then cerried no subsidy. Under the latest
increases rice has gone up to 50¢ & pound, #nd but for a small
subsidy it would have gone up to 52¢ a pound. But if you go a
little closer inte the figures you will see that the landed price
at which we import & 100 1b bag of rice is $33.83¢c , which would
work out 2t 33.9¢ 2 pound. So,?fzzrrioe is grown snd shipped to
Jemeice, and after the cost of the foreign inflation end the
develuation sre added on, the rice srrives in J=maice ot $33.93c a
100 1b bag or 33.9¢ 2 pound, And the gep btetween this figure end
the 50c a pound we heve to pay is 17.7c¢ e pound or$@7.70c on 100
lbs cof rice. It is this 17.7c¢ & pound which Nr, Willisks' statement
describes 2s the'cost of warehousing end distribution' =2nd which
includes a profit of 1l.45¢ on every pound of rice. And so we end

e bag
up with/Exxkxtex of rice for which the people who grow it, reap and

process it, and bag it get $33.93; and between the J-maican wharf
end the Jsmeican consumer it goes up to $51.63. And this adds up to



increase
2 locel increase that is more than 30%. And this 30%-plus /is our

own internel infletion, not enything we can bleme on the er-wling
peg or the worldwide devaluation becruse that hes slreéeedy been
teken into account in the lilanded cost. So why this massive local
incresse? It seems to me that it is at this point that Mr. Danny
Williems and the government need tq/;ggik carefully to cut back
on the brutal local infletion implicit in these figures. An increase
of 17.7¢c cents on the landed price of every one pound of rice is
really gross and it should be possible to achieve a roll-besck here.
And what spplies to rice applies even more sherply to counter flour.
The lended cost of a pound of counter flour works out at 21.2c¢;
local costs on each pound of flour works out at a staggering 16.4c
which is an increasse of nearly 50% and only =2 subsidy of 5.6¢
mekes it possible for us to buy counter flour at 26c a pound., But
egain there is the question: why add neerly 50% on to ti:?g:gce of
every pound of flour? What happens to that §10.40c which is added
to the lended price of every bag of counter flour? In the case of
chicken necks and becks - the protein of the poorest of the poor -
the lended cost workd out at 33.2¢ a2 pound but then locals costs
of neerly 20c¢ are added on to the cost of each pound ané only a
small subsidy brings the retail price back to 47c a pound. To be
sure there is the problem of refrigeration here; but even so a

of chicken necks and back
locel increase of nearly two-thirds of tne lesnded cost/is severe.
And then you have sardines where handling 2nd risk are almost non-

38.3¢c ®x for

existent. So why is the landed cost of/each tin of sardines increaed

by 10.7c¢ of locel costs? This is a roughly 25% increase on the landec

coatuggxeac ké}n 25 c,zard;ness and that is outrageous. So really
justifyAar rollback, pleesse. Goodnight.



Noyf Netional Strike: Where do Ve
Go From Here?

NEWS COMMENTARY
Forbroadecast on lionday
February 19, 1979, 6.10p.m

= e @:&:LM\
e Toamavcs N%M

Good evening: I+1is now-cleaqfthat~the 'National Strike' called
g Anf)nl'id Ther (o c.am‘tﬂ oy Ausinesses w;u{mms
for today by the Jemaica Labour Party has not come oft.f\To be "™
3 cdrines
sure there were some stoppage%ﬁ but they were nowhere near being

'national'. And there was seme disruption; but nothing that was a
fraction as damaging or?grippling as were those three deys in the
second week of January. So today's plenned 'national strike'
cen fairly be spid to have feiled. In this sense, and in terms of
the nerrow party political interests/ni:h which such events are
end its affiliates
usually assessed, the JLP/hxmxzuffexgg® and supporters have suffered
2 seviemws politicel setback. Consider the background to their
'national strike' call. We have just had & mm new round of messive
price increases which/ﬁir;resented to us in just about as clumsy
end inept 2 manner as possible. For a2 whole week the government
made no serious effort to explein end justify the increases to the
people. And 2ll this ceme on top of last year's 40% inflation rate,
the scandalous Dexter Rose business, the questionable killing of
e ghetto political personelity, and shorteges, lay-offs and
unemployment. Fertile ground, you would think, for the calling of
e popular mass-stay-at-home-protest, especially if those with jobs
were also assured that they would be psid for staying away. It
looked like something on which/;ﬁiycould not lose. Not even the PNP
denied that the there was a mood of frumtration and disenchantment

et pulh o f complelely ?
abroad in the lend. So why did tneyzleae



Cleerly,
this time ground i% cgg;ﬂ not be seid thet it wes becsuse the BITU
é&i not giﬁing the JLP its support. This time eround Mr. Shearer
himself is reported t¢ have expressed the union's support for the
strike c2l1l. Indeed, in an serticle in todey': Deily News, Terry
Smith deels most interestingly with the likely conseqguences for Mr.
Sheererf?ihe BITU end for the Jemaican trade union movement in
gemerpdl, of the BITU's support for this nestionsl strike cell., If
you heve not done so, pleese read thet article #nd then think of
some of the key points Terry Smith resises. 1Is Mr. Shearer reelly
the prineipal loser because of the feilure of this national strike?
And is the BITU stand es serious & setheck to trade union unity es
Terry Smith suggests? These are some of the deeper and longer-term
implicetions of this 'natiOnal strice' which feiled., But why did it
feil? 1 suggest it fasiled bececuse at bedrock a majority of Jamaicens
ere totally and utterly fed-up with the politics of tear down and
pull down and destroy. Ageinst the deeth-wish of which Mrs. Avis
Henriques spoke toward the end of lest week there is also a deep-root
ediwygl to survive and to overcome the hard problems we face and to
create the kind of society in which mosy Jemaicens would wish to
live. And those who planned eand proposed this 'national strike'
concretely
offered nothing/positive to those with this deeprooted will to
survive and overcome 2nd creeted o decent society of peace and love.
To be sure the rege was and is still there, 2nd it will go on being
there until we get 2 leedership which responds to this deeprooted
will to survive end build., So I think the PNP would be tragically

strike's
misteken if it sees this/failure as some sort of victory or vote of

confidence in it- AllLP maJorityThave sifld is 'Not this way'. But
vko.w

they are still waiting forAthe way ahead and those who would lead it
If the PNP and JLP can't others will be found. Gocdnight.



1) Avis Henriques on Jemaicen Death Wish
2) Weges, Prices, Protests, Demonstrations
3) The Labour Scene: the Plight of the Unemployed

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadecast on Friday
February 16, 1979, 6.1C0p.m
Good evening: There is great confusion in Jomeica right now, end
unless this confusion is dispelled, and dispelled quickly, we may
be in for even more unsettlied times than we have known up to now
for this yeer. And the only voice of balance and reason which I,
for one, have heard so fer this week hes been thaet of Mrs. Avis
Henrigues who lest night wondered aloud to the Portmore Kiwanis
whether some smong us did not have & kind of death-wish for Jamaica.
The brutal feet is that we can ell demonstrate until we are purple
in the feece; we can ell caell for national or internationeal strikes
until the cows come home; we cen picket and bawl until we are
bre‘tiless — end the infletion and the high prices will still be
with us. Chenge the government and these things will still be with
us. And perhaps the most awful part of the whole thing is thet
even if we hed dome all the things thet we should have docne since
1973 the inflation and the high prices end the shortsges would still
have been with us. The only reel difference is thet if we had

and developed other attitudes:
followed other polickesf if the government had been more tight-
fisted in its spending policies, if we hag}%een nore serious about
import substitution, if the privete sector had made & grgggt?;C”w\a
effort to produce &t its maximum capaeity, if there hag# been fewer
large~scale rip-offs of the national economy by operstors in both

and if the labour movement had been

the public end privete sectors,/wExmighixkaxExkeErxabiexizxstmnd
rri_ mTErst
EpxhetxEx seriously concerned about production and aboutLall those

who earn their daily bread by the sweat of their labour, - if all



by now
or most of these things had happened we would/have been better

eable to handle the strains and pressures of today's inflation and
todey's high prices. But we did not do these things and so there is
confusion and some of us are still being fooled intc thinking that
it is somehow possible to manouevre or mmnipulate or finesse or
pelitie or borrow or gemble our troubles away. And so each one or
and seeks only to further

ach group sees only/its own interests. So the unionised workers
and their unions are only concerned about the very serious decline
in the uying power if their wage incréases 2re held at 15% in the
context of 2 40% inflation rate. And within the limits of their
narrow sclf-interest they ere right. But the uniohs speak €or only
an elitist minority of the work forge = perhaps for less then one-
third of the labour force of over §00,000. Who carcs about the

o ther iwo-~thirds who make up thé non-unionised work force? And
even more important, who gives a damn about the roughly 300,000
who are unemployed, who are mostly ycung, and whose numbers sre
swelled by some 20,000 every yeer? If any of our unicns and their
lesders care, they hove not shown it, Anﬂk private sector which
2t this time agitates to keep some of its foreign earnings abroad

five deys

is no more serious than & government which/mmzxsmm after it has
hit us with massive new price increases has not yet explained and
justified these incresses to a2 confused, disturbed and angry nation.
In the words of Mr. Richerd Fletcher: 'Blcody awful government;

bloody awful private sector' and, I think we can fairly add, dloody

awful labour movement. But when we have seid all thet the problems

tackled

e ——

are still with us and the solutions are still to be feuxmd., And for

this we need to be 25 calm as possible; to think out things for
ourselves; to depend on ourselves and not to be stampeded into

sélf-destructiop or the giving away of our beasic freedom$, And key
to the solution is that we must all work for what we want. G8dnigh”



/ The Lstest Price Increases:
Can they be justified?

/2//

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broedcast on Wednesday
February 14, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: A number of questions need to be asked, and answered,
about the latest increases in the prices of some twenty items -
mainly food - which are in common daily use here in Jemaica. It is
not good enough for us to be told that these increases are due to
higher prices overseas as well as to our erawling peg devaluations.
To be sure, this is the basic reason. But how do we know that these
are the only increases being passed on to the hard-pressed Jomaican
consumer? How do we know that higher mark-ups, higher margins of
ptofit,are not also being passed on? How do we know that we are
not also being made to pay extra for local inefficiencies and local
rip-offs? It just is no use anybody putting their hsnd on their
heart =2nd swearing that this is not so. Rightly or wrongly, the
Jameican comsumer is in no mood to teke anybody's word for anything
when it comes to new price increases. And if you remeber that but
end demonstration
for that outery/over the price of petrol the increase might have
been higher than the 20c¢ extra we now pay, you will understand the
skeptical mood of the Jemeican community. To say this is not to
question Senator Denny Williems' general explanation for the increast
We know that world market prices are going up all the time; we know
that there is worldwide inflation end that the Americen dollar, to
which the Jemeicen doller is tied, is teking a battering on the

world money markets., What we do went to know, and what we have a

right to know, is that the increases which sre being passed orn to
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the Jameaican consumer are not a penny more then the cost of that
worldwide'inflation. And the only way we can begin to know that
is for Mr, Denny Williems - and indeed the entire government - to
take us fully into their confidence and show us, in a detailed
step-by-step process just how they Jjustify each new price they ask
end propegendist
us to pey. It is self-serving/nonsense for anybody to pretend that
we in Jamaica cen somehow avoid the high prices end the inflation
which is hitting all the rest of the world. Some of you may recall
that on Monday January 15th, I gave you & short list of prices
published in the issue of Time Magazine of that date to show jsut
how much prices had gone up even in rich America. So the argument
is not against price increases which can be justified. The argument
is that the latest increases which were slapped on us this week
have not been justified, Was it really necessary, for instance,
for the price of a pound of rice to go up by nine cents, from 4lec
to 50¢? And how was that figure of 50c¢ arrived at? I thinkhe have a
right to heve this, and all the other incresses, broken down and
justified, item by item. And how do we know that the increases in
the price of suger are not to cover inefficiency eand bad operating
priactices in the Suger Industry Authority? Here agein & spelling
out of the figures is needed to reassure us. And what of th%oils and
fats items which are processed here: c¢an we have the price movements
of soya bean on the world market which would justify the increase of
the price of a gallon of soys bean Gourmet oil from $4.90 in April
of 1978 t:?§9.650 just announced? Without such explanations,

complete with facts and figures, for each and everyone of the items

whose prices have been increased, we can never be sure that these
increases, and at these levels, are jusiified, So give us the facts

AL ¢ R
to justify the increases: that is the way of openness[aﬁd of
partiecipatory democracy. Goodnight.



Iran: A Geopolitical Beslence Sheet
NEWS COMMENTARY

For broasdcast on lMonday
Februery 12, 1979, 6.10p.m

h
Good evening: levelopments in Irsn h;gk dominated the news in
ealmost every corner of tne world over this past weekend; and
caretaker
rightly so. For the final collapse of the/regime set up by +the Shah
Just before he left the country five weeks ago, is a major turning
point in world power politiecs. Until the events of this weekend
caretaker
there was alweys the possibility that the/regime left behind by the
of the commenders
Shah, and having the full support/of the Irenien army as well as the
Americens and their N.A.T.0., sllies;, could ride out the demonstret-
ions, hold on to power and, perhpps by way of & militery coup,
restore the Shah to power a2t & later dete. IThet wes indeed the
grend design. After #211, & roughly similsr power play hed worked
very successfully way back in 1953 when the government of Mohammed
Mosedegh was overthrown in a CIA-mensged coup because it hed
nationalised Iramn's oil industry abd was therefore regarded as
hostile to American interests. The Americens then restore! the Sheh
to power and over the next twenty-five yesrs Iren, under the Cheh,
becene & key fsmctor in the N.A.T.0. policy of 'containment' of the
Soviet Union. Some of America's most sdvenced and sophisticated
wespons, plenes and intelligence equipment wes stationed in Iren,
ind the Sheh's army was provided with the best srms aveilsble.
tmerican support for, and conflidence in the Shah, was totel. In
economic,
return the Shah's commitment to Western/strategic end militery
interests was equally totel. Now all that hes been shettered and

the total colleapse of the Shah Me&NS at once the equelly dramatic



collopse of Western interests in that part of the world. And ell
this has come about with-out the Russians, who were supposed to be
'‘econteined', doing one striking thing/igixt which they could be
denounced =8 interfering in Iren's internsl affeirs, or for foment-
ing revolution., Indeed, the one thing most observers seem agreed
little or
on is thet the Russiens had/nothing to do with the events +thet led
to tgtﬁggllapae of the Shah, and the West, in Iren this weekend.
S50 where does the trouble lie? I suggest that it lies in the very
notion of'containment' and all that thet implies. The Americens and
their allies want to contain the spread of communism; and fof them
that meesns confronting end 'facing down' the Soviet Union and its
ellies enywhere and everywhere in the world. It means anybody who it
anti-Soviet is an ally; enybody who is pro-Soviet is an enemy. And
s0, beceause China is now anti-Soviet diplomatic and trade reletions
can be established. But becsuse Cube (which is in the American sphhre
of influence) is both communist snd pro-Soviet, she is threstened
end bullied., - And this means that the Americans cannot/gii will not
see peoples end societies in terms other tggg;geggg pawns of one
side or the other in their own perticular power geme. And so they
totelly misread Ho Chi Minh and Vietnam end peid desrly for it. And
they are going to g:;}dgzrly for gisreading just es totally the
forces that broke their hold on Iren end which ere et work in
different forms in Africa end Asia and L=tin America. For instance,
the Americen view and the African view on the Cuban presence in
Africe is just eabout es far apart a2s the North Pole is from the
South Pole. But the Americeng take no sccount of that African view

end so, s fer ss they are concerned, there is only cne view, And in

persuit of that one view, tﬁf ngﬁ mﬁﬁcﬁfs, with customsary arrogence
to collapse and diqﬁastetanhodesia[bnd elsewhere. Goodnight.



——1ne Lconomics of Survivel 3:
e obe ontex

2) Who Controls? In Whose Interest?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Fridey
Februsry 9, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The information now coming out of the second report
by the Auditor CGeneral on the Jemeica Development Bank underscores
yet egain just how un-businesslike, =nd therefore just how open to
corrupt practises, the conducting of government enterprises has
been. And so you have the srgument that the government should get
out of operstions like the JUB and the STC and leave them to private
enterprise which is so much more cepable of running them. And yet,
the heed of the JDB under whom a&ll thése things heppened, came from
the privete sector and hed 211l his benking treining and experience
in the private sector. And one of the problems is that because of
his private sector kmow-~how and reputation, he seemed to have been
ieft slone to run the}iﬁnn peetty much as though it were his own
private little kingdom. And just for the record, let us note that

as far/uiz 'Pay end Perguisites' sre concerned, it is stenderd
practice in the private sector for firms to give their senior emploiz
& basic salary, plus the free use of 2 motor car (including fuel and
upkeep), plus either & free house or rental allowance, plus enter-
taeinment allowance, plus free telephone. SQF person's basio/giiltxa
mey be one thing, one figure, while his true earnings when all the
'perks' are quantified, may be something else agein, perhaps more
then double his btesic pey. The question is: Is it ell right for
this sort of thing to be done in the privete sector snd corrupt

when done in the public sector? And if a person is transferred from



e sector where tais sort of thing is the norm, would you not expect
especinlly if
that person to cerry thet norm over to the new sector,wkexe he has
the power? My point is quite simply that this kind of practise is
pervasive end if we are not to operete all sorts of double &and
we
triple stendards then/will not see only one kind of corruption and
eyes to
shut our/ell the other kinds., As long #s the 'big thief' whether in
the public or private sector, c¢an get away like Kose and Pyne, or
or the iliegel currency exporters,
the defsulting developers,/or thet gentleman who'lost'us more than
and wrongdoing
20 schools, corruption/in high places will flourish end sorely
needed resources will ve lost. T survive we must stop these 'big
thieves' whoever they ere, wherever they eare. And this is why the
business of worker involvement in the afeirs of both public end
privete sector menagements is so critical., If workers have access
to compeny or stetutory body books end finenciesl deteils, dubious
tressactions end payments will soon be brought to light and be
questioned. There is understsndeble resistance to this beceuse it
goes to the heert of the question of who controls and in whose
interest. But control end the stamping out of corrupt prasctices in
high pleces end low is only one facét of our problem. Getting to
reelly understand what is going on in todey's world is important
too. Without that understanding we will not be able to withstand
the shocks and pressures end streins that ere bound to hit usj;
end without that understeanding we will go on genkering after 2 world
end after economic conditifns that are gone forever; snd without
that understending we will either allow governments and politiciens
and peffieal operdlure
A\to put more burdens on us then esre really necessary, or else con us
into giving up our besic freedoms in exchange for promises they
cannot fulfil., The economics of survivel dictate that Jeameicenms y
screp (Rpse UE W (ﬁ"ﬁ;‘é’wl

teke 2 cold end herd end criticel look &t 21l our old sssumptions,
end then ask ourselves whet we went end set about worﬁ%gq_fg;{it.



The Econcomiecs cof Survivel 2:
1) Inergy: screnble for ¢ awindling rescurce
2) Government rg & Sericus Dusiness enterprise

NEWS COMIENTARY

Tor brosdeast on “ednesday

February 7, 41979, 6.10p.m

Cood evening: On Sundey Mr. C.D. Heamtellie told & gathering of

the Gesclene Heteilers' /usociation thet 2t current exchange restes
by the yeer 1982 Jomzies could Ve psying §607-million & yesr for

its petroleum imports, es ageinst the #225-million it now peys. This
of course sssumes two things: first, thet we will be importing the
some volume of petroletm; and second, thet the stuff will be avail-
sble for us to buy. The big guestion is: Whet if these two assumptiol
are wrong? Vhat if we cennot inmport the ssme volume? Cr, even more
likely, what, if in four years' time the stuff ies sc scerce that
snall countries like Jamaica with little or no internstional muscle
ere denied the stuff? For, moke no misteske =2bout it, e time will
conme when the world's petroleum supplies and reserves are so low
that it will trke more then just money to get eny. Already there

ere hints of this possibility. There is, right now, & frantic
screxnble on for oil. The rich Western countries who consume the bulk
of the world's oil output sre buying up &nd stockpiling all the

oil they can get; Soutn Africa is offering to berter gold for oil;
Isreel is heving second thoughts abcut giving up the captured
Egyptien oilfields in the Sinei dosert. And as the scresmble for oil
gets more urgent end more despereste the suall and the weak ere

going to te sgueezed out of even the suall supplies they now get.
And a2 sense of reallism should teil us thet if the ‘mericen compenies

ever nad
on whom we depend/XNX¥® to choose between us and their Americen

comsumers we would be the ones to lose out. 50 it is not just =
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question of what petroleum will cost by the yesr 1982 -~ which is
only four yesrs awey - but the much more importent gquestion of
what petréleum, if eny, will be =svailable to us. Against this

our efforts 2t conservation
beekground/ XX XWENXEXNRYRAXXRERXEERRE are not enywhere near as seriou
es the economics of survival would dictate., We seem still to be
riding the gembler's hope thet the next throw of the dice, the next
card we turn up, will chenge our luck. And so we hope to find off-
shore oil or gas or both: if we do, 1% woulq}iggige the whole
picture for us., But what if we don't? Good government, good manage-
ment, good business prrsctice, hhwever you went to cell it, slways
mekes provision for thet 'what if we don't'. And it seems to me
thet one of our reelly hard problems im the struggle to survive is
to redefine the purpose of our polities. Mr. Ronsld Sasso of the
Royel Benk of Jemeica touched on it when he spoke to his shareholders
yesterday., I think he is right when he said thet politics and
politieel rivelry ere strangling the country. And yet, politics
end political rivelry sre really supposed to provide us with the
best government possible, And the best government possible, let us
remind ourselves, would be the cne which would define snd articulate
the social snd economic directions of the society, »nd which would,
above 211, conduct the business of the nation in a serious and
businesslike menner, It should basically be similer to any other
serious b%@inessenxerprise, only bigger, becesuse its business is the
nation's business. And you know, end I know, that no Jomaicen
government since adult suffrege haw ever functioned as o ﬁ§;§:;iA
business enterprise, In the comperatively 03%3?%%g€%83f cheap end
abuddant energy, rew materisls and food, Jameicen governments of both

a3 dod Peonhulling gt fraud -
parties could get sway with mrnesive waste and sloppinesgs And old

habits die hard,so they keep on pleying negeive pergi
8sn
when)ﬁazaood~ﬁovernmant A8 P asrianae hnedimaocs awbaeees Politics



The Iconomies of Survivel:
< 1, Eric Bell on raying our tay
;y” 2) kemtellie on Fnergy Costs

3) Venaging our hesources

REWS éCM?FFTAFY
For broasdcest on Mondey
Februsry 5, 1879, 6.10p.m
Good evening: ¥r. Erie Bell, the Finance Minister, and kr. C.D,
Hemtellie, the Parlismentery Secretary in the Ministry of Mining
and Netural Resources, both talked yesterdey esbout what ca&be

s cotw§ I obed o o Sells specck .
described as tihe economics of survival.A In & netionwide broadcast
last night Mr. Bell leid out the brute facts of our present economic
situstion 2nd explained why prices are bound to gc on rising this
yesr, though not to the srqme extent as last yesr. In 19738, he seid,
out consumer price index had, by the end of Noveuber,risen 39%. whic
should work out at roughly the 40% inflation for the yeer which had
been forecest. For this yeer, 1979, tue forecsst was for & lower
rate of inflation, en infletion rete of 25%, provided we did not
upset the government's incowes policy, provided we increased our
production for exports, end provided we maintain our budgetary
belance. And Just living up to these provisos is going to vbe no
easy thing., And do not forget thet this ‘reduced' 25#% infletion
rete forecast for this year will, if it is successfuly maintained,
be on top of isst yesr's 40% infletion. So the very best prospects
thet Mr. Bell could offer us fer 1979 is tc slow down tne rate of
inflation while we try to eern the foreign exchange necessery for
us to pay our way in the world. And to reelise just what en uphill
task we have on our hends just consider one stark fact: right now

roughly cne-third of all the foreign exchange that we e&arn or borrc

must be peid out agrin to repey end service old debts: one dollar
out of every taree dellers of foreign excheuge that we esrn or bor:



goes out in this way. Ve borrow thrce snd we have to pay interest
on that toree, but we receive oniy two., Lhis is the debt trep we ere
in sng the more we borrow the deeper into that trep we sink. There
are otaer countries in the world who are deeper in the debt trap
then we sre. Some heve to pay out forty percent, some 50% and some
es much &s 60% of ell their foreign exchange esrnings and borrowings
to service their debts. IiIf we are not tc sink to the level of
indebtedness of some of these others chen we must stop seeing some
gort of virtue in our credit-worthiness. All that can do for us is
to mortgege the future of generations of Jameicens yet unborn becsuse
there is no wey tnat we can borrow our itroubles swey. And as money
becomes deargér ana therefore scarcer those who will te prepered to
lend us sny will not only demand increassed interest and inereased
security they will alsoc dnsist® thet we put up our national manhood
as coilateral. Llhe sooner we all understend this clesr.y, the sooner
willi ali of us, not Just some of us, get down to the hard business
of esrning our keep end paying our way in & tough world which does
not owe us & iiving. And the iind of mismenagement of our resources

which eallows for the kind of pilundering shown up by tne leses?t

demerall o, eonmin

STC affair will to the point of moking
our task that much more aifficult. Ffor this reason elone it is
important that the government deoes everything in its power, using
international

all the/gcodwill and influence it cen command, to bring beck Dexter
itese end Sedley Pyne to snswer the cherges made against them, Cnly
thus do you wern off other would-be plunderers., 1f they see these
men brought to boock they will thinkxmgmim before teking & chence;

if not, it will be 2 clesr signal to piunder and run. So bring them
baék 2nd build public coemPizerse for the tasks ahesd., Goodnight.



1) The STC: Full Disclosure Wented

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Fridasy
Februsry 2, 1979, 6.10p.m

we received
Good evening: It was on kondeay evening that/the shock news of

the firing of Lr. Dexter Lose from tae post of Mznaging Director
of the State Ilreding Corporation., In that announcement of the
dismissal of Mr. Hose and Mr, Sedley Pine, Commerce linister
venny Viliiews seid tast tha?Z?;;lagations of 'certain irregular-
ities 1in tahe coperetion of Jamaice Rutrition Holding Lid.' Mr.
Villiems' statement weut on to says "I will not at pais stage
disclose tane deteils dut igvestigstions so far anave rsised questions
reiating to the Exchange Yontrol Lew"; and a 1little further it adds:
"lhe relevent docuwents in support of the ailegations nave been
brought te Jemeica and are being examined by the proper authorities".
Ihat waw all on HMonday evening. And it wes & snock; tue State
lrading Corporsiion had been recognised, and rigatly so, as the
outstending exemple of a niguly successful public enterprise, There
could be no erguing with the solid successes of the 31IC in finding
all over the world
besie foods and raw malerials/at the best possible prices and buying
chesaply thought
wisely/et the best moments. And you would have/tnat being sware
of the shock impect of this business, and having in its possession
'the relevant decuments in support of tane allegetions', the governs
ment would let Jamaicens know a&s soon as possible all the available

bve Kaie s aleaneon

facts benind this_disturbing business. Instead, after thet first
atatement,[tht:t:h&a:bsvn the kind of silence which is the best

breeding grougﬂ {?r wild rumour and wilder speculation, snd for the
. cewt e
kwﬁle%smearingﬂ by hint, suggestion immemEm and innuendo thet hes already
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begun., And I place the bleme for this squerely on the government,
Once sgain it has feiled to live up to its decliered intention of
being & government of openness, a government which trusts the people
enough to tell them the truth, even if that truth is unpleesant,
appeering to have
Mnd so it hes again put itself in zﬁe position of/maximg important
me
informetion forced out of it by/its critics end its political enemies
In this sense this government is often its own worst enemy.For
instance, why could not the government tell us on Mondey or Tuesday
the key details that led to the dismissals, First, that the
irregularities so far dofumented were for tne years 1975 and 1976,
which was befor: the setting up of the State Irsding Corporation,
end involved Jrmaica Nutrion Holdings Ltd. Why could we not be
~Rose nd of the compeny which is
told of the/benk sccount in New Jork?mRIZRXXXXRERIXERYXXEXEHE
reportedly registerdd
ExzhangexXarixax in Libveria in the name of Rose and his wife?
And of the dealings between this Liberian-registered company end
JNH? If we had been told ®RXX these things on Tuesday it would have
mede no difference to any on-going investigation end the community
would have hed a2 sense of its government levelling with it. Instead
the whole sorry story is being allowed to unfold in this unnecessaril
importani
clumsy way which cen only do damage to the good name of a very/fims
Jrmaicen state orgenisation end the people who work for it., There
sure
is no/way that we cen guarantee the honesty and integrity of any
individual in e position of trust in any institution, be i1 publiec
m 2pile of udsts or & country
cr private. And[every how and then a company or a community/will
be plundered by some greedy person who sees and opportunity and
seizes it, When that heppens, especielly in the case of a country
or & community, then esrly &and full[disclosure end punishment of

tfle plunderer are the best ways to serve the public interest., Co

W F i 2 We
colmun 159 3° 15462628 *Bet BT 3L rPFEERA 1o one man’ huban Slehb 15
freedom of movement after plunder? Goodnight



1) JLP Leadership Crisis: winding Down?
2) The Politics of Cocmpromise
3) Prerty Politics in Perspective

KEWS COMMTNTARY
For brosdcast on Wednesdey
Jenuery 31, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: All the indicaticns sre thet the JLP leedership
to
erigis hes begun tc quieten down end/wind down., The dramatic
reveletions we were prowised from some quarters lest weekend just
will not noterislise: there will be no thunder and lighteiigg
eceompenying sonme mester political coup, ne Japaican politicel
equivelent of some stiff-legged siowdown at sunsct between the
'good guy' end the 'bad guy'. Inastead,  the lesdership of the JLP
will set about whet it should have ‘done in the first plsce, which
is to quietly snd without fenfare try to discuss end settle such
points of compleatnt ac 4t hed’ with the BIZU end Mr. Shesrer. This .
esvential tosk will new be xxzEm & little more difficult then it
need hnve been, thenks to all that nasty end wholely unnecessary
personal abuseé and invective which was levelled against Mr., Shesrer,
ns lemder of the union. And if you resd Nonday'# evening's statement
‘rom the Menaging Executive Committee of the EIIU, espeeially the
becomes itself
third psragraph, 1t/ix clear thet the Committee/sees these attscks
orchestrated ,
ag prekazstzadi’ 2nd 'with ulterior motives'. And this will not
help in the delieste end often ccmplex business of arriving at
eccepteble compromises and accommodetions. ZmsE All thcse of us
who believe in the importence of the two-party parlismentary system
support a2ll serious
end who want to see it continue in quaicévust/hn;n ARXRIIXXXXERR

efforts at accommodetion., But accommodstion is not the same thing

pressures snd
as either capitulation or psssive submission to take~over/attempty/

2t manipulation., The union statement mekes this point very clear



o

end I think wisdom would dictate that the party lesndership takes it
very eepioubly. One disturbing development is the lertest ’
only ﬁn@ggin et s¢ fer, thet the resl trouble wes with Mr. Frank
Phipps and thet with his resignetion everything is in order once
more end Yr. Seage csn withdraw his conditional resignetion. If
thig is the face-merd that the perity wants tc present to the countiry
feir enough; bectuse any fece—card/::iii Ge, once real rccommode tion
hes been schieved, But if no reel accommocdation hes been achieved
then the use cf Mr., Thipps' resignation #an the face-card becomes
snother bit of self-deception which will only cover up the problems
of the perty: anéd thet would meen /Ahet those problems would reme&in
zzagirfsce egein et another eriticel moment, So the sesrch for
accommodes tion has to be resgly sud the Verms on which it is based
heg 40 be reelistic, teking dntc acecount the different roles of
perty and union, the relative strength snd wesiness of each, end
the needs of the prescnt Jemaican situation., And this makes it very
much more than o wort of personality game of who wins end who loses,
who esptures what or who out-menesumvres whom end who gets sgueezed.
I{- is {usiw@ A greSTion (the greation 8 Makagemedt ufal./v Kof wit it ptong.
lo be sure, tae perscnelity geme is what makes for "the drema. But

in the affeirs of nations
in the real business of power/the personalities come and go, play
their little part for s time =nd then, willingly or unwillingly, they
are shoved off the stsge. Ilc one 1s indéspensible; no one is so
importent that he crnnot be replaced. They deceive who try to preger
that the fate and the future of a2 cocuntry depend on any one men,
They rejected end ignor&‘Gnrvey end Jamaica survived; Normen lMrnley

and Dustemoente siksd- the founding féthers of modern Jamaica - died

end Jameica survived, And sc it will be with today's leaders sand wi:

today's parties. The survivel of either or sny of them is not a
condition for the durvival of Jamaica, 1t is important that we see
our partisan politics in thiés wider perspective. Goodnight.



g JLP Leadership Troublew
Teng Hsiao-Ping in Washington
g Iran: More Bloodshed ,

White Rhodesian Vote Tomorrow

SN

NEWS COMMENTARY
For bro~dcast on Nonday
January 29, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Once aga2in it has been a comparatively quiet and
peaceful weekend here at home when you look &t the goings-on in
most of the rest of the world. One of the highpoints of public
discussion here was, of course, the matter of the conditional
resignation of Nr. Seaga from the leesdership of the JLP, and the
concerted and orchestrated attacks on Nr. Hugh Shearer by the
political operatives of Jemeican journaliism. If the intention is
really to try and persuade lir. Shearer to play & more positive 2nd
leading pert in the affeirs of the party; if the real desire is to
and the union®'s
mobilise his/support snd co-operstion and solidarity, then, surely,
this public savaging of the man is hardly the best way to go about
it. So, unless the grand design is something else again, this public
sevaging of Mr. Shearer mey turn out to be a serious tactical
blunder which could further widen, rather than narrow, the gap betweer
perty 2nd union. And then, too, there is the matter of the politicel
vacuum which hss been cresated, It is the perty, not the union, which
is now conditionally without 2 leader. How long can igjgo on being
~~-conditionally leederless? The =assumption seems to be %hat the next
move is now up to lr. Sheerer and the union. But what happens if lir.
Shezrer and the the union
/%Beg do nothing? Please watch this very interesting power play
closely, and pleese think cezrefully ebout it.
Next, and on the world scene, the(iiﬁig;Vice Premier of the Peopide's

Republic of China, Teng Hsiao-Ping,tfodey began an official visit



to the United States with all the pomp and ceremony ususlly reserved
for a Head of State. Offfectcazly Nr. Tené is not China's Head of
State, he is only the number two man. But in fact he is the most
powerful man in China today &nd Anerics's red-cerpet treatment of
him is 2 simple recognition of theat fpct, Ip something over a yeer
Mr. Teng has trensformed the rigidities ggﬁzgzmunism in Chine into
something with all the appeerances of the fiexibilities and openness
which flourished so briefly in Czechoslovakia under Alexander Dubcek
apparent

in tke 1960s. And ir pert at least, it is this/new openness which

an slmost degperete
seems to fascinate the Americens. There seems to be/axkim#xmf hope

permanent

t#thé Communist Chira would become the kind of/specizl Americen friend
who can be relied on in any showdowrn with Kussia. And 211 this hope
is besed on the changes brought zbout by Mr. Teng in & very short
time. There ere severel catches/:g 2ll this. As in Czechosovakisa
the openness cen be shut off any time and rigid cornformity reimposed.
I'r. Teng is T4 years o0ld which is very late in the lifespan of eny
man and there are many waiting for his deeth who will went to restore
either Naoism or good reletions with the Soviet Union or both. The
risk here is, that as in Iran, America may supply China with a very
high level of sophisticated technolcgy which mey, in two or three
deceades, be used agsinst Americen interests., This is the dilemna
inherent in the geopolitical power game. And it slso shows up the
Americanimérai'posturing over Cuba. In the Middle East there has

been a2 new round of tloodletting in the streets of Iren; end in

Ehodesie the 95,000-0dd white voters will tomorrow vote for pp ageins-
blzck meajority rule. A year = this referendum right_have-hzd sore

2Jo J 5 J€ 8go W i L1eRt, 0881858 ERG
nerning for the 6 million Rhodesians., Tomorrow it will te z/futile
gesture from & white minority which wes too greedy to recognise its
own best celf-interest in time. Goodnight,
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//'\\ The Seag Resignation:
:\Q/ The JLP & tne BITU

NEWS COMMENZARY
For broadcast on Friday
Januery 26, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It is fast becoming clear that Mr, Seaga's 'condition-

al' resignation - as the Vomen's Freedom Movement described it -

as leader of the Jemaica Labour Party is designed, primarily, to try

and forced Mr. Hugh Shearer and the Bustamante Industrial Trade

Union into giving greeig:}zzpport for the policies and tactics

persued by the present JLP leadership. When, according Party

Secretary Bruce Golding, Nr. Seaga was asked to withdraw his resign-

ation, Mmr, Seaga "put forward certain propossls end stipulations,

which if met, will persuade him to cheange his mind." And because

these proposals and stipulations have not been made public we can
informed

only guess at them. And the one guess on which most/mpEmpXE observers

seem agreed is that the role of Mr. Shearer and the BITU are at the

heert of the matter., I think myself that we can eesily get ourselves

into all sorts of states of confusion if we look at this thing solely

in terms of personalities., Of course the personalities are importent,

but they are only one aspect of the matter, end not the most eritical

And it seems to me that in order to understand the most criticel

aspect of this matter, we need to go beyond the personalities and

look at the nature of the relationship between union and party.

And in Jemaican politics, like it or not, epprove of it or not, the

relationship between union and perty is critical. We have the

BITU end we have the JLP; and we have the PNP and we have the NWU,

In egch cese the union represents the brordest besgf of working-

cless gupport for the particular perty to which it is affiliated.

And itE;gﬁ‘been a relationship of affiliation, not of membership,



to
and not of one being subordinate/or taking orders from the other,

be it union or party. The union could not meke policy for the party;
the party'could not make policy for the union. The role of the party
when in power was and is different from the role of the same party
when it is in opposition., The role of the union, on the other hand,
is fundementaly the seme whether the perty to which it is affiliaged
is in or out of power. And 2ll this makes for a complex and delicate
and subtl relationship between party and its affiliate union. And
what hes mede this complex relationship seem ordinary and straight-
forwerd in the past is that with very rare exceptions all our nation-
2l political leaders have either come up through the renks of the
unions or else had close association with the labour movement. The
two gients of modern Jameica, Bustamante and Manley senior are
clessic examples, Dcneld Sangster did work for the union. Shearer
and Micheel Manley went from being union officers to become Prime
Ministers of Jomeica, And what applies to those who beceme Prime
Minister opplies 21so to others who stood out in polities, like

Nethersole _and @Glasspole 2nd Newland and Wills Issacs, and others.

because out of their
The@point is that/these men/mmimxxtmsg intimate relations with
e Cokowr mabemad

it understood the complex end delicate nature of the connection

between perty and union, they did not try to push the relationship
’ act indepemndatty N}
beyond its point of tolersnce. So the BITU couldAtake gstrike action

against 2 government depertment when the JLP formed that government;
eand the NWU could do the seme when the PNP formed tie government,

Of course tgere was closer co-operation between party and union on
LY [y,
straight p=¥$y political issues when[labourigaggsgfsgid not arise or

were only merginal, But how €ould a BITU worker/help cripple the o

tourist tradeton which hﬁgqq%&&ga read depends, whatever the politicsg

And cen the BITU survive(giving the JLP full 2nd unconditionel sugpon
j+tMJC«A;These are some of the hard enes8 behind this JLP!crisis. Goodnight.



1) Tourism: Good News
23 Government & Genbliin

g IR
3) Ugenda - Amin after § Yesrs

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on Wednesday
January 24, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: We tend, in Jamaica, theses days, to bury the good
new 8 and to pley up the bad. ©So let us for 2 change highlight
one importent piece of good news. A news release from the Jamaica
Tourist Board says that the American magezine 'lMoney', which is
published by the seme company which publishes Iime lMrgezine, has
in its year-end survey of business and consumer trends, named
Jemaica as the winner in foreign travel for 1978. In 1978, thanks
to the efforts of the Tourist Board, 30% more Americans visited
Jamaica than did so in 1977.  And this is good news in any men's
language. S0 just remind yourself that there are good things
heppening too - like the grewvth in domestic food production: it is
not all gloom and doom. And the one and only way to increasing the
number of good things that are happening is sustained and systematic
haggygf;ggt. And this is why I egree with those who feel that the
government must stop being a2ubivalent in its attitude to geambling.
It cannot, at one and the same time, encourage us to seef our
being only,
salvation/through hard work/and also appear to encourage, however
indirectly, the notion that some of us, xXmaxxx at least, can win
our troubles away. It must, I think, be consistent in keeping a
clear distance between itself and gambling. And a little further
afield, bytstill in the Caribbean, I was intrigued by the news

300-0dd
report in today's Gleener that the/locked-out workere of the Trinideac

Guardian newspapers have, this past weekend, published their own



WOrkerh Guerdien., A one-shot publicestion does not, of course,make

en
& newspeper. But it is £ interesting responee to & situstion in
is end demonssrations
which the normel tendency/for workers %= to mount protestsfend to

then picket or
/weit it out or else find other jobs. This is basicelly what hes

heppened here in Jamaica since the lerge-scele lay-off of media

in 1977
workers which began/Xzzkxyxsx, wnd which still does not look like

being et an end.(The Special 35th Anniverssry issue of PAJ News,

Just off the press, gives some vitel informetion on the state of the
of the media
Jemaican media). The interesting question d4is: Do we/in Jameice have
locked-out
enything to lesrn from the/Xmkixmff Irinidsd Guardian workers? I

hope we do. Next, and on the Afrienn secene, tomorrow will merk the
eighth anniversary of the seizing of power by Idi Amin in Uganda.
For 2ll of these eight yeersy, until esrlier todsy, NMilton Obote, the
men Amin overthrewy had lived in silence in Tsnzsnie: it hed been a
condition of his stey in Tengzenie that he should meske no public
politicel statements, &fter 21l, 2t the time thet Nyerere geve Obote
Tanzenia, Ugenda and Kenya
politicel ssylum/XkmxXxstxifxisamxXinkamx were members of an East
co-opers ted
Africen Common Narket which still/mmxkest effectively in the aress of
trade snd development snd shared certain common services. But that
unity kes now £ll but collepsed, end Ugnmds under fmin hes become an
enrlier today,
international embarrassment for most Africans. And so,/ymsimxi=zy,
over radio
and spesking/from the capital of Tenzenie,Vilton Obote called on
the people end the srmy of Ugenda to rise up and overthrow the
tyrenny of Idi Amin. And he clesrly could not have made such & broed-
cast from Tenzanie without the approval of the govgffffnt of that
country. And Tenzenia, let us renember, is in fact/in 2 state of

occupation
border war witn Ugenda over lnst year's Imxxxism Dby /min's forces

of some of its territeory, Is this then the beginning of the end of
Idi Amin? vhet heopens tomorrow should be = pointér. Goodnight.



] l) Jdemaica: A Maturing debate?
W 2) Militent Isiem on the Move
/ 3) The Problem of Timing & Miscalculation
in the Geopolitienl process

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Monday
Januery 22, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Compered with the goings—on in the rest of the
world, we have hed e pelatively quiet and pesceful end comforteble
weekend here in Jemeica., And one of the more welcome signs in thés

netion's understendable snd justified preoccupation with its own
ecting
economic and political problems is the generql/étlxxnxtu; of the

rathey sinplistic terms in which some political pertisans have tried

to pose those problems. Incressingly, public discussion seem to be
séem to be
going a2 little deeper then the PNP-ILP postures;/a little more

concerned with the questions of options and of principle =and of

direction than with the reother juvenile cult of herces and vilirins,
pest
of good guys end bed guys. One of the/tragedies of Haiti was that
most of
/ its brightest and best and brainiest intellectusls got trepped into
either end totelly
being/prssionately/ committed to one lesder-figure or else pession-

ately and totelly opposed to him. The commitment was not to principi

nor to csuse but to personality: the person/;ziall the cause, His

victory or his defeat/;izaul the victory or the defeat of the cause.

And this, I suggest, hggfgrggegz geal to do with why Haiti is what
over the recent past at

it is today. Ve hrve nad/similaﬁvgsgﬁlxlxxx meking the man the

couserin FYFEEX political discussions from certein quarters: you

head either the god-leader or the devil-lesnder, depending on which

one you wanted to promote. Fortunstely for us, snd fortunately for

Jdemepica's future, a majority of J maicens seem absolutely clear

that that is not the wey they went to go. And I, for one, find that



P
ceuse for hope and confidence., The Jamsican people - not some
who promo te

gofi-lenrder or some devil-leader or those/would/either - will decide

: siike it or not,
the Jrmaicen future: end that/is whet democrescy is really =11 sbout.
Elsenkere in the world miliions of people experienced grester dis-
comfort, greater dislocetion, greater violence end grester uncertain-

tnis pest weekend.
ty then most of us here{ In parts of the United States huddreds of

marocned end
femilies were/cut off from getting food and hemting by bitter
cold #nd snow and flooding. MNeny died end still the discomfort of
a hersh snd bitter winter continues. In Europe the British economy
is almost at a stendstill beceuse of eonflict between 2 socialist
au® government end the powerful British tresde union movement which
normally is its natursl ally. The conflict is over wage guidelines

the strifjes and stoppnges have
and reports sre that/i%xkxx slready csused over one million workers
to be made unemployed; #nd unless 2 settlement is reached quickly
more workers will lose their jobs. Already the British people are
reported hit by food shortages, transport hold-ups and dimf@hing
hent =2nd light at a time when temperatures are at or below freezéng.
And on the political front the simmering erisis in Irem continues,
further
with all its implicetions for/disturbing of the slready unsettled
Middle Enst. And here the new frctor to watch is the emergence of
Isiem e a militent and sggressive enti-Western os well as anti-
Communist force. DBelatedly, the Isreelis seem to reslise that it
is in their interest to try and hurry up their settlement with
and so strengthen the ixm so-called Areb moderstes

Egypt/before this new militent Islam gets in stride and mekes the
Egyptien-Isreeli efforts es irrelevent as Ien Smith's stallings
and miscalculetions heve made the Anglo-Americen mXfm peace moves
in Rhodesia., Becruse Iesn Omith thought he could do better by

stalling and holding out he is going to l%?é everything in Rhodesisa,
The stakes are even higher for the Isrselis. Goodnight,



3) African Developments & 0il

o ///' \\ The geopolitics of 0il:
[ ;ﬁij7 1) ilren -~ After the ohah®
‘ 2) Middle East Political Moves & (il

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcest on Friday
Jenuary 19, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Becrsuse of the strategic importance of oil, what
happens in the Middle East is a&s importent for Jameicans as anything
that heppens inside Jrmaica. Last week's disruptions were a dramatic
illustration of this truth., And what is true for us in Jameica is,
in todey's world, true for eslmost every other country on this earth.
Consider the gquestion of war and peasce. 1If war were to bresk out
between the super-powers the power or group of powers who control
most of the energy resources - the fuel to leunmh their rockets

and plenes and submarines and tanks, and to keep these moving
longest - is most likely to last out ond win, For it is no use

have the most sophistiecsted weepons in the world if you do not have
the energy to propell those weapons. And this is why the Americans
end their North Atlentic Ireaty Orggnisation partners ere so
desper.tely worried avout what is going on in the Middle Esst right
now., The forced departure of the Shah from Iran is, for the Western
powers, very much more than the political defeat of one despotic
tyrant, If that were all it was, you would not have the agonising
thet is now going on in Weshington snd Bonn and Peris and ILondon

end Rome. The agonising is not over the man but over all that
importent strategic energy that the West does not went to lose contro
of. Alresdy we have hesrd that South Africe snd Israel esre going

to be denied 2ny further supplies of Iranien oil. When the West,

through the Shah, was in control of the Irenian oil supplies to



South Africa were sssured, no matter how loudly some Western

leaders denounced Apartheid and racism. And when South Africe

received Irenian o0il rscist Rhodesia could be supplied and the

United Nations embargo wes & sick joke made worse by what has

recently emerged as British Government commivence, With Iranian

0il supplies to South Africa cut off, the white rescists there are

built up,

going to want to conserve the oil stocks they have/ snd so they

ere going to stop supplying Rhodesia., And if the Israelis sre

starved for oil, end if they cannot find other sources to fuel

their militery mechine then it will be only a matter of time before

that machine

TrExxxpxexext grinds to a standstill. And how will the Israelis fare

against the Prlestinisns and the other rejectionist Arabs if they are

not able to fuel that sophisticated military machine? And what of

oil-rich kmx Saudi Arabia whos rulers are, if enything, even more

politically backwerd snd bankrupt then was the Shah of Iran? Like the
backed by

Sheh, the Ssudi rulers ere/smpxmxix’ the United States snd the VWest

Furopeans, If the S=sudi people rise against these rulers as they

heve done sgainst the Shah of Iran, would the VWestern powers lose

their present relative control of the flow of 0il? And how will

the great VWestern powers reect th this kind of development? And

what impsct will these developments have on the day-to-day lives of

ordinary people everwhere in the world? What is for sure is that

even the freedom struggle in Southern Africa is going to be as
standerd of living

powerfully influenced as is ourg, snd the world's standerd of living.

S0 this business of o0il is strategic and miligary; it is economic

and it is political. To see it simply in terms of running cers and

buses and in generating electricity is to completely misunderstand

the world in which we live. Who controls 0il pay well lead to wer
as oil grows scarcer. So watch the developments over oil. Goodnigh*



l) Bell on Prospects for 1979
2) Iran: After the Sheah - What?
3) Africen Developrents

il

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Vednesday
Jenusry 17, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: The Minister of Finance, Fr. Tric Bell, yesterday
spoke in Perlisment sbout the economic proppects for Jameica in
1979, And the picture he pesinted was 2 blerk snd sombre one in which
we face only difficult choices, If you have not hesrd or read Mr,
Fell's stetement to Parliement, plesse do so. It is important that
we should =211 know just whet it is that'we are up 2geinst, becruse
until and understend
ERIX®E we know/the true neture snd the full extent of the economic
problems we face, we will go on thinking thet we cen somehow
meneouvre, or trick, or finesse, or politic our way out of our
present troubles, And the brutali fect is that there is no way we can
do this, HRemove the PNP snd bring in the JLP snd the problems will
still be there: themn reverse the thing agein end the problems will
8till be th;re. Juggle it anywey you like, Bring back the fullscele
copitalist free enterprise and free markét saystem of thJFSSOs and
the 16608 end the problems will still be there. Because there is
no way in which all the rest of the world cen be caught in the
grips of an infletion and we can somehow escape it, Vhether we like
it or not, and no metter wnat politicel system we have, as long
es we heve to import the bulk of our food snd the re=w materiels
end fertilisers snd msachinery we need for our own productive effort,
for so long will we be 2t the mercy o{ﬂf&zt yor&gtﬁfe1}nflation.

pot fune tlom
When prices go up in the United Steteaéthoy will go up here by more

the

then they go up there because we will also pay for/tresnspor§ end
¢ 4
duty end profit mmxzkmix mergins thet sre added on., So if the J::i



of en item goes up by, sey, four or five cents in the United States,
we may be asked to pay eight or ten cents more for that same item.
dhat is soﬁetning over which we hsve little or no control., But what
hes often happened is thet Third World peoples have been made to

beear more then just the cost of this infletion. Often, thosc¢ who
produce or process or move these items from point to point4%sz§mw&‘
used the infl=tion to meke a killing #nd gouge the consumer./ &anumber
of major Americen oil compenies are now being chsrged with doing

just that to the tune of over 2 thoussnd million dolliar since 1973.
fou con be sure that those oil compsnies would not do this to only
the American consumers., If it were done it would be done more harshly

the people of own of course
on/the 1hird VWorld then on their/‘'‘kith eond kin'., And/meny of our own

locel pecple, from the big merchent te the huss$iing higgler, see
nothing wrong with profiteering snd gougeing. This is how it is end
this is how it is most likely to be for the rest of this year, no
metter what brend of politics we play. "het we ern do isto face

this reality of“dnfiation and to tPy =nd use all our skills andall ow
o\ i bl
intelligence to menage[}t and keep it to the lowest level possible,
to
while we try to produce and/work our troubles away, But instead of

doing this we ere all dissipating our energies in politicsl power
/nd so there is little or no economic growth,
gomes,/ And this, I suggest, is the great failure of netional leader-

ship in Jomeice today. The fact that Mr., Bell mentioged this point

in nis 3peech yeuterday is & small hopeful sign. Wh=2t{ we need most
ht now 15h m:zo
of all to mobilise d unleash the will and the productive energy

Fing
of the J~omaicen people. #wt you c=n only do this with a people who

are fully informed of all the fects and who have confidence in the
on them
honesty end integrity of those who call/for sacrfficed, Let us have

no more of thet dubious way in which the petrol price increase was

handled. Trust the people; tell them 2ll the truth; and we mey hold
together tarough this herd year. Goodnight.



l) Postmortem on = lurbulent Week
2) The Noture of Inflstion )

== .

NEWS COMMINTARY
For broadeast on Nondey
Jenuary 15, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Dluch of this past weekend here in Jamsice has been
spent of what can feirly be deseribed as a kind of postmortem—type
examination of ilast week's events. And postmortems, by their very
neture, can tell us what 2 cresture or an institution died of: they
cennot bring beck that creature or that institution. So the real
value of any successful postmortem is what we learn from it to guide
us in the future. And by this yardstiek, snd by what we heerd on
what we or at
redio end/read in the newspapers over this post weekend, we,ZEEXX%E
lenst those
ARXXXXRXERX who would lead and instruct us, seem to have leesmnt
very little from the events of last week., If you listened to the p=i
yesterdey
party politieel brosdcasts/you will know how violent and ag;essive

and party political the lengurmge was from both sides., And if the

end sgression o Wy NUDPopeTS
violence/of “some of the printed lenguage|were transleted into action
more '

an ewful lot of/innocent blood would have been shdd all over sgain,
think that this

And this is very depressing for those of us who/inxl!txxhxlﬁj;txtl

country can and must cope with its problems in » peaceful,and orderly

manner. And even more depressing is the thought that unless our

politiciens can sheke themselves free of the nerrow tunnel-vision

which max equates the interests of perty with those of country,

more disruptions are in store for us. ItV is no use the PNP glossing

over the very reel discontents in the society end putting it all

down to a fascist plot: the way to deal with plots of any kind is

axe :
to work to remove the discontents on which they feedr And it is no



use the JLP glossing over the very real and herd infiation which
has hit all the world, not just Jemaica, esnd pretending that it

would »ll chenge once this government is removed. ZIhe proper and
T
constructiveLroau to power would be for the JLP tc tell this nation
petrol
in specific terms what it would dqigbout the/s%% prices and about
prices of we all know ThelecGy,
/that list of other items/x% mxxx will go up. It is es easy to play

prophet of doom snd gloom a2s it is to disrupt and dislcocate. But
5 edumesle_ard
those who went power have a duty[ﬁo show us how they would soclve the
if we entrust it

herd problems, how they would use the power, XXFIXIRXXINGEWR to
then., Xhuexzxmxx How will they deel with cw erippling inflation?
The current issue of Time Negezine he§ emyintresting list of price
increesggg in the United Itetes between 1967 and 1978. lhey use
figures for Atlensge, Georgie which they say reflect the national
Emericen eversage. £And in that period the price of a pound of mince
beerf hes risen from 59c¢ UB, 10 $1.4S, en incresse of 153%; end they

a 109% increease
reise that beef, A leaf of bread has gone from 35¢ to 78€cfand they

a 68% increase
grow the wheat.oA pecket of cigerettes hac gonme from 32¢ to S4cfand
they grow the tokhecco. And e gold wedding ring has gone from $35
to 2170, & 386% increase; ond they have ell thet gold in Fort Knox.
- §

t
The list is long so check/=mg end the story thet goes with. The

esc plowin

point is to just denounce high prices without .aadaasssgggkg what is
eveyywhere in the world without offering =

going on4 snd wkxkamx to try end erupt the country/iIxztxasxzfxzRzwRixg

clear to deel with its problems
/Em elternative weys/is doing no service to Jrmmica, So it seems to

me both parties still heve to leern end understand the deeper lessons
of these unlerrned
of last week. And perheps one of the first/lessons is that they
i ¥y

continue to playlnarrow perty polities at their own peril, snd at
the peril of democrrey in Jdemeice., And history will not ppsolve them
1f they feil to - e

hey feil to lesrn this cne. And %g the face ofLal1‘4h5$—lawless-

nese will there be (Pro ‘ecutions? Thatfthe way of the Gr\l:g; 101;1 tlﬂwo
(o] @] gnv.



The YWeek's IDisruptions:
thet Are the Lessons to Learn?

NEWS COME ENTARY
For brosdcast on Friday
January 12, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: What sre the lessons tc be lesrnt from the tragic
and disruptive events of this week? 1 think the very first lesson
must be for us to noéz}once again just how easy it is for this
kind of political sctivity which deliberately challengcw the rule
of law tc get out of hend and to end up with the killing of people.
omd vn Re maickan :
When any group decides to break the iaw on the scaleLye saw this week,
the poseibility of violence and of death are aiways present, You can
and non-violent
sey you are being peaceful/until you are blue in the fsce and still
the events you set in motion cen end up causing the kind of deaths
we had here in Jameica this week, The slogens of 'non-violence' and
passive reistance are not, #nd cennot be used as,trick party political
‘tactics., To be effeetive non-violence and psssive resistance, the
great moral weapons used by Mahatma Gendhi snd by Martin ILuther King,
must be invested with great moral purpose snd great moral authority.
And those who use these great moral weapons, anu those wno follow
them, must themselves be morelly clean. And we had neither moreasl
purpose, authority nor cleanliness in what happened this week, Indeed,
even though most Jamaicans were very angry with the government and
even though they
the way it handled this ga®m petrol price business, and/initially
welcomed what seemed spontaneous protests, they were scon vurned-off
by the naked and at times brutal power political pXxay manipulation
that soon became eviédent. ©So the the first lesson, which really is

as old 28 the story of man, is that you do not bring justice and

peace by using lewlessness and violence. And the second lesson, end
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political 1e§ders
I think this is a particularly importsnt one for our/pamxitiziams

end would-be politicel leaders to note, is that today's Jamaicans
ere not prepared to tolerate any political con job, even when they
ere most engry. And make no mistake about it: they were very angry
with what they saw as & government 'flyer' to increase petrol prices
by more then just the OPEC increese; and very many, if not most of
them, are convinced that but for Mondey's demonstrations we would
now be paying 50c¢ instead of 20¢ a gallon more. And they are asking:
why did we not get that careful and detailed explanation from the
Prime Minister before the disruption end dislocation? But having
seid that they are also saying that they are not going to allow any-
body to stampede them into swopping blaek dog for monkey - or worse.
And this is why, in spite of all their enger, theyxtnitli rejected
that extreme snd reckless cell to politicel violence implied in that
wild comperison with Iren, Jamaica is not like Iren,and you misread
Jamaicans and you insult their political intelligence and politicel
sophistication if you think you cen con them into thinking it is.
And so we come to the third lesson of the events of this week. If
we are to avoid this kind anger end disruption when hard deceisions
Qe LS v Pole
have to be taken in the futurey and they will Bhve to Dbe takeqé then
the government will have to level honestly with the people before,
not after the event. And we will really have to be convinced that
the increase is the smallest possible. For instence, how much are
we paying for bresnd nemes, packaging end labelling in the latest
oils and fats increases? Bdster spell that one out before it blows
up. And if the Opposition cennot do better than trading on the people
frustration snd anger then 211l it will be able to do is the kind of
wrecking activity we saw this week. And is thigiﬁzat it hopes to

inherit if it ever came to power? Think it out carefully, please,
Goodnight



Lo
/// The Week's Iisruptions:
/ A Time to Think

N 1&&/601»1;»; ENTARY

For brosdcast on Wednesday
Jonuary 10, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: It is time for us to pause and take stock of what
has happened here in Jromeica since londay. On Momday morning key
streets in Kingston and St. Andrew were blocked with the skeletons

huge boulders,
of old cars, huge cement blocks, massive tree trunks/and all manner
of hard-to-move rubbish, At first it seemed that this was a
spontaneous mass protest against the impending increase in the price
of petrol. There had been rumours and speculation of increases
ranging anywhere from 50c to a doller a2 gallon. And to the extent
that this was a demonstration to try and warn the government against
any such outrageous level of increase, it made a grest deal of secnse
and engaged the sympathies of even the people who were being
inconvenienced 2nd dislocsated by it. And the dislocation was massive.
Public transport was brought to 2 complete stand$s$ill, and other
business and productive activity soon ground to a halt. But those
who were out on the streets, and those who moved from roadblock to
roadblock, will tell you that in its early steges the whole thing
seemed amisble and friendly. And this wag8 why the comparatively
small number of people involved in the actual blocking of the rosds
could do what they did. And it socn begen to emerge that what they
were doing was no cesual and random blecking off of rcads, This

end organisetion

was no spontaneous thing. A greet deal of thought end planning/hed
obviously gone into it tc meske sure of achieviigg meximum dislocatior

and maximum disruption. And you know, snd I know, that they achievec

Just that on Monday. And so the Minister of Finance announced to



the naticn late on Mondsy night that the price of 2 gallon of petrol
would be increased by 20¢ a2s from this morning. ¥Not 50¢; not T75c¢;
not 2 dollsr; not even the 40c which was mooted late on Monday after-
noon. Just 20c. And those of you who listened to my commentary of
l2st Wednesday will know that a 20c a gsllon increase is just Sc
more than the figure I arrived at after a careful examination of all
fects and figures
the/axrxinkIaxfiguxas availeble to me., 5o I, for one, cannot
seriously unavoidable.
quarrel/with a 20c¢ increass, I don't like it; but it is/umzxExssmxki=
The important point is that it is not the unreasonable increase we
And with this metter dealt with, the disruption and the
feared, /TREXERXRXXISXANALXRLAHEXAREXRIAORARANENE XA X ARXEXEBNRRXREX YR
dislocetion which stemmed from itwkax should logically heve ended
yxerzazanghisxineraasexthexisguaxufd thaxprinrxnlxpeizeixahentixhe
or been sceled down - that is; if the real concern of those who
mounted the roadblockings was in fect the price of petrol. So why
the letest talk of escelating things? And escalate what? lore
disruption? More dislocation? And to what point? The reference to
Iren is, 1 think, a very significant pointeir here. Is Jamaica really
like lran? Or turn the question sround : who elected the Shah of
S This it sease
Iren? And waen and for how long? Please do not be misledLinto
forgetting that we here in Jomaica csn change our governments, of
whichever psrty, legalily and peacefully and by way of the bailot box,
1t is importent to remember this even when we are most angry. And I
think people had good reason to be sngry with the inept and insensiti
way 9n which this petrel price thing wes handled until it Dblew up
in the government's face. But I also think that we need to be very
clear in our own minds about one basic thing: and that is that once
outside
we go outside the Jameican Constitution and/the rule of law in order
any
to try and bring down/xkm elected government of Jamaica, no matter

of which party, we are meshing up democrescy itself. And this is not

what most Jemaicans went to do, even when they are most angry. So
be on guard please, Goodnight



\ 1) Cembodia: Power Shifts in Indo-Chine

/
[ /)\/ 2) U.S. drops the Shah
M4'

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brosdcast on londey
Jenuary 8, 1979, 6.10p.m

il M nuDMﬁax veed Alscks
Good evening: /It hes been a comperatively pm=max quiet and perceful
weekend here at home; but 2 terbulent and at times brutelly violent
one in most of the rest of the world., While our main concern was
what the government was likely to do about the price of petrol, the
people of Europe and North Americe were in the grips of 2 savage and
burielily cold as well as

/ winter, transport strikes,zmst/the seame mounting prices end rising
unemployment theat we face. In communist Hunggry they ennounced a
series of reelly steep price increases on 2 wide renge of comsuner

crippling

items over the weekend. Eritein is in the grips of a/lorry driver's
strike; the major Amerieen oil compenies have been cherged by the
United States Government with lrorgescale profiteering by overcherging
on their oil sales to the tune of hundreds of milliogs of dollers.
But it is on the global power political/piz:::l thet the pest weekend
has been in most turmoil, all the way from the Persian Gulf to the
Gulf of Siem snd the South China See. The brutal tyrenny which
took over in Cembodia after the collespse of the Americens in the
Vietnam war, was yesterday overthrown by 2 Vietnam-becked Cambodian
guerrille force. This force cells itself the Notional United Front
for National Ssalvetion end its proclaimed aim is to set/:pgovernment
which is 'humene' in place of the 'ingumeane' government of Qu Sem Pen
end Pol Pot. If you remember thggyggis time last month no nation on
esrth, with the sole end solitery exception of the People's Hepublic

of China, had anything good to say about the Que Sam Pen-Pol Pot
government in Cambodia, it mey come 2s a bit of & surprise that its
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overthrow should provoke the storm of reaction we are now witnessing.
Bhis, after all, wes the government which drove untold numbers of
its own pedple, the old and the sick smong them, out of the capital
Phnom Penh, tp perish in the Cambodien jungle. And this was the some
government which & group of United States Cenators accused of
genocide and urged the United Nations to act against. So why the
sudden concern about the overthrow of this brutal tyrsnny? The short
enswer is that basically the consideration which heve been brought
into pley here have ncthing to do with either concern for territorial
integrity, or humen rights or ideology. In terms ofideology the peopl
who have tekee over are aos communist 28 those they heve overfhrown.
10 be sure, there version will be more like that of Vietnam end so
less brutal than the ssvage thing they heve overthrown: but it will
be the ssme basic ideology for all that, In terms of humen rights
it is aimost certein to be & ve#st improvement on what it replaces.
And even Nr., Andrew Young hed to remind his fellow Americens that
after their own record in Indo-China any talk ebout territorial
integrity coming from them would ring very hollow. The real reason
for the sudden concern over the Cambodian take-over is that the new
therefore,
men there sre seen as aligned with Vietnam and/the Soviet Union, whil
the men they replaced were aligned with China. And this meens that
there has been an importrnt new power shift on the Indo-~China Peninsu
e, Soviet influence has been strengthened; Chinese influence hes
been weakened. And since the Chinese are now seen, by the Americans
at leest, as a key ally in the business of containing Soviet influenc
this setbeck for the Chinese in Crmbodia is also 2 setback for the

West., If the peoplefwho took over in Cambodia over the weekend had
orce

been @ pro-Chine s EFEup, Jo8,"191S, SN0, [P4y" Nove presed off with

hardly & ripple.XRXZRRXRRNXRREEXXRXXZRXKREX in the herd power geme
which is why the U.S. is quietly dropping its support of the Shsh.



1l) Petrol: VWhy More than 143%7
2) Politicel Summit at Gaadeloupe
3) Chine & the U.S.

NEWS COMMENTARY
For brordcast on Fridey
Jeanuary 5, 1979, 6.10p.m

rational and eguitable
Good evening: If there is a/cese that would justify the increesing

of the price of a gellon of petrol to the Jesmaican motorist by more
than OPEC's 144% then thet cese is still to be masde. Mr. Horace
Clarke's stetement of last Wednesday does not make that cese. All
it strikes me as doing is rationalising what seems to be an already-
taken-decision to hit the Jemeican motorist for more than the l44%
OPEC increese., Please don't get me wrong. I am no expert on the
0il business end there may in feet be a strong cese to be made to
explain why a gallon of cmude 0il which costs 60c and which when
refined into petrol,(with all the costs of refining, wages,prpfits,
transport, mergiis for dealers sand retailarsp works out at $1.10c
why this
a gallon before tax -/should be incressed by more than the CPEC
increese, I1If there is such & case then spell it out for us because
it has nost yet been made. And fency verbal footwork does not maske a
case. ITo be sure the government hes the power to impose %Xk whatever
increase it decides on. But would not this be behaving like the
profiteering merchent whom weﬁféndemn 80 virtu%zziy? Prices of all
sorts of things are bound to go up this year. #wt¢ how we handle
these increerses, and how we respond to them is going to depend very
much on the public perception of how fair, how just and how equitable
the shering of these burdens itself
/%hary are. And 1 think thet the government/is going to have to set

a very much better example, deeds 2nd not just words, this yesr

then it did lest year and the yeer before, in the shering of the

secrfices it demends from the rest of use 50 let us have either
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thet streight 1l4§% OPEC increase on crude or else a very clear,
factual
feiy/end rational justification for anything more.
Aud oil is elso bound to be & key issue at that meeting of the
lesdeps of Britain, Frence, West Germsny end the United States
which begen down in Guadeloupe earlier todey. To be sure the four
Weetern leesders will be concerned primerily with arriving ot some
common over-view of the world political picture: =nd o0il and who
controls it, »nd who influences those whe control it, are key politic
el metters in today's world, So it is most likely thet developments
in the Middle I2st and how to influence fthose developments, especiell
if the Shah is removed , will teke up mueh time. This is the ares
where the Vest has lost most ground #nd where the Soviet Union has
geined most ground over the last twelve to eighteen months. Then
there is likely to be the French President's pet new project of
seeing Africa as part of the North Atlantic Ireaty Orgenisation's
frontline of defence. The thinking behind this is to try and coynter
the Soviet end Cuben dnfluence 1in Africa. One catch here is that
wherever you find the Cubans and the Russisns in Africe, they are
there by invitetion. And it is going to be exceedingly difficult
for the Western powers to arrange similer invitations, except from
e suell minority of black French-speaking states who 2re little more
then economic seatellites of France. And these are ¥ar from the hot
action centres in Central and Southern Africa., So NALO will heve
problems sbout going in there as a friend of anybody except the
white rrcists. How the VWestern leerders deal with thistgg; wil 1§gusn

most interesting =nd reveasling. And then, of course,/xmnnm will/ii

the really big coup: lest Mondey's formel establishment of diplomatic

relations between the Peoples Republic of China end the U.S., Ihis

is the 0327§§st§1k91y to trensform the geopolitical picture in 1979
Goodnight.



\\ 1) Petrol: How Big an Increase?

NEWS COMMENTARY
For broadcast on Wednesday
Januery 3, 1979, 6.10p.m

@ood evening: The price of petrol, and of 211 petroleum products
will be increased within the next few days. VWe hsve known about
this coming blow since the middle of December. The only thing we
have not known was the weight of the blow and when we would feel
it., And this we will now soon know; perhaps by this weekend. So
what is the size of the increase likely to be? How is it likely to
be arrived at? And what should be a fair and reasonable increase.
We have already had speculative news stories suggesting that we
might have a 50c¢ a gallon increase, a T75¢ a gallon increase and

$1 2 gellon increese. Now, if you remember that the oil price
increase announced by OPEC was a spaced-out 144% then some of these
speculations ere outragecusly high. For the incresse to be as high
as gg; on the gallon, it would mean that as well as passing on
the OPEC 143% increase the government is also increasing its own
tax teke from the motorist by more than 1l4$%. Because if yuu

just slap a l43% increase on the $3 a gallon we now pay the increase
would work out at 44c and the new price would rise to $3.44c. But
in that §3 a gallon which we now pay there is already whopping tax
take by the government of $1.90c. So it will not only be the
petrol which will go up by OPEC's 1l43%: it will be the government's
tex take too. And I frankly see no reason or justification for that

kind of new tax increase to the motorist at this time. What I think

st ld
would be much mord rensonable and fair we® be to apply the l43%



OPEC increase to the price of petrol before the government's tax
take is added to it. ©So let us emxamine some of the figures in
terms of a 143% increase which does not include additional hidden
taxation, Now, the OPEC increesse is on the basic raw material which
is the crude 0il, and on nothing else, and that crude costs us
60c. And 1%%% off 60c is less than 8%c¢c, So if the increase were only
on the crude oil the increase to the motorist here would raise the
cost of a gallon of petrol to not more than 33:&82. Anything else
would mean that we are also giving the refinery operations, the
peéfapey profit take, the charge for Round the Island movement, the
marke ting companies and everybody else involved, an increase of
143%. For instance, if we add in all these other charges the cost
before tax and
to the Jemesican motorist of 2 gallon of refined petrol,/before the
new OPEC increase,add up to %hm $1.10c a gallon. If you add to
this only the 14$% increase on the price of crude it bringsit up to
a little less than $1.20., And if you then add the government's tax
of $1,90 you come up with a maximum new price of $3.1l0c & gallon,
And if you went to offset that last 4,95¢ & gallon increase which
was given to the retail petrol dealers, then you add another 5c¢
to the price which would bring the new price of a gallon of petrol
up to a meximum of §3.15. And at §3.15¢c a gallon, please remember,
we would be paying the 1l44% increase from the very beginning instead
of spacing it over the l2-month period as the OPEC increase would
b%.o&cﬁ e /l;"i].o OpEC vmeneate oh et 6"(1
[& frankly can see no justification for eany bigger increase than

a maximum of 15¢ on the price of a gallon petrol: and that is being

extremely generous. Goodnight



New Yeer's Day, 1979

NEWS COMMENTARY
For bxoadcast on VMondsy
Jenuery 1, 1979, 6.10p.m

Good evening: Sam And mey 1979 be as heppy ond productive a year
for 21l of us as we want it to be. 1978 was & herd year for most
Jamaicans; bu® we survived it, even though there were times when
when they one
the doomsayers swore that we would not and/even announced/%h& dete
after another when we were supposed to crash, We did not crash in
for us snd the rest of the world
1978. 1979 looks like being snother hard yeer/and I have no doubt
in my own mind that we will survive this one too. S0 the importent
devision for us to meke on this first day of a brand new year is
REREXXEXNXXXxguRIXtY not whether we will survive or not - we know
we will survive - the important decision is et what level we will
survive, whet quality we went thet survivel to have. I remember a
couple of yeers back when the young people, especieslly from the
poorer areas of Hingston =2nd £t. Andrew, telked elmost as 2 sort of
everyday thing 2bout the desire =nd the will for us all to,ess they
put it, 'live loving'; for Jeomaicens to live in pesce with them-~
selves and emong themselves., And if you look around yourself, es
I triec to do over this past holidey season, you mey be surprised
at just how much pence and hermony and goodwill there is within
this society. lhere have been times when it has seemed as thoiligh
there wes nothing but ugliness left in Jrmaica: we hg;g/a deily
diet of the ugly in our news and in our ﬁeadlinea to the point |

EwSE
where it seemed thet thet wes all there was, Afhere were the killings

the repes, the robberies, the sundry violence and lewlessness.But
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there were also very, very many more acts of compassion: vastly
more Jrmaicens helped esch other than harmed esch other; the over-
whédning mejority of Jamaicens were and rre pesceful and law-abidin
and thoughtful and helpful to each other. You know snd I know that

this is how it reelly is. ©So why this ugly self-image of what is
and basically decent
& meinly pemceful snd thoughtful/society and people? It seems to
ugly much of
me that one answer is to be found in the present/nature of/our

pertisan politics,end one of the ways in which we can improve the
quality of our living in 1979 is to try to remove some of the plain
nogtiness from our perty polities. And 4 think thet &#f the Jemaican
voters - that overwhelmingly decent mejority - were to teke careful
not of how those concerned with poli%ggg7igemaelves in word and dee
and if you let them know that you are doing so and that this will
decide how you vote, I am sure it would help to remove much&f the

ugliness and nastiness from our politics. But this does not snswer

all of the question of why we heve this ugly self-image of what is
most of whose people,
besically » decent society/mnkmmxxzxmzmmxmpxsf perhaps 99,9%, are
please
law-abiding end honoursble. So/xzxxyx think sbout this, and ask

some sesrciing questions about it., Why this ugly self-image? And

who is creating it? And to what end? 1979 is going to be hard and
extra and
difficult enough for us. We do not need/crippling psychological

burdens of self-doubt and self-contempt to make a herd and difficul
e eed Self eonfidence <& defemuialirin B cqpe.

year more so.[So let us shed these burdens and mske the leed a

little easier. Not everything in Jamaice is yaguand ugly. There
Insny % teant el
are meny good snd beautiful things end[people too. And there is

a spirit thet is uniquely Jamaican and which embraces the whole

nation and which cuts across the petty ond narrqgtp rtisan divisior
of a particuler time end place. S0 please don't(ueffﬂjﬁmaicp short
in 1979. Perce and love and a Heppy New Year. Goodnight.
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