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When the Piparo mud volcano erupted on 22™ February, 1997, it violently spewed large masses of rock
hundreds of feet into the air and widely scattered over the country side. The disaster cansed distress as
villagers were forced to evacuate their homes and business places, thus leaving a much felt economic
wound.  Activity at the volcano has since been monitored on an annual basis by the Department of
Physics, University of the West Indies, 5t. Angustine Campus. This vear's research project iz a
continuation, employing geophysical techniques (seismic refraction, electrical resistivity profiling and,
for the first time, magnetometry) to probe the sub surface.

Compared to 2009, visible surface indicators (vents) showed that there was an incresse in the number of
new vents in the north-western and south-eastern sectors, with a decrease in the north-castern sector.
There was also an increass in vegetation, encroaching upwards from the base, on the flanks of the tassik,
This may be expected, given the decrease in alkalinity over time, more so away from the immediate
vicinity of the vents. Compared with data from previous years, X-ray diffraction analysis showed no
significant change in the mineralopgy of the effluents. '



