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Musical Gems Steelband
Ensemble's tenor pan-
nist MIKHAIL SALCEDO.

The members of Musical Gems Steelband Ensemble are, from left: ANTHONY BARRINGTON, KEN-
NETH WILLIAMS, TIFFANY ST JOHN, GEORGE KING, IAN CLARKE, VONRICK MAYNARD, BRIA!
SMART, CECELIA LE MITRE.
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ensemble
AVALENE HARRIS

W ITH the launch of Musi-
cal Gems Steelband En-
semble, Brian Smart
hopes to revamp the once

active Paragon Sports and Cultur-
al Club and by extension encour-
age more young people to become
involved in the arts.

Smart of Petit Bourg, along with
George King are the band's co-
founders. They both were instru-
mental in forming the ten member
steel orchestra five months ago.

Smart said the inclusion of the
Cocorite based band within the
community would act as a catalyst
for young people.

"There is a fair amount of crime
and violence taking place in Co-
corite and wo want to give the
young people something to appre-
ciate," he said during an interview
at the Guardian on November 6.

He said the members of the band
orginated from the Fifth Dimen-
sion Steel Orchestra, Belmont.

Smart who has been playing pan
for the past 30 years said the aim
of the launch was to introduce the
band to the public and also help to
revive the sports club.

"We want to re-vamp the
Paragon Sports and Cultural Club

because it had been one of the
longest standing clubs in the area,"
he said.

On November 3, the steelband
ensemble hosted its first free con-
cert to the public at the Paragon
Sports and Cultural Club, Fore-
shore Lands in Cocorite.

"Paragon was once a top sports
and cultural club in the '60s and
'70s but over the years it had been
dismantled.

"The sports club offer many
sporting disciplines for the young
people and we want to assist
Paragon in attracting the attention
of the youths."

The teacher of Success Laven-
tille Composite School, who also
plays with Pandamonium and
Amboys Steel Orchestra, said he
was thankful to the management
of the sports club who presented
the band to the public.

"We are working alongside with
the sports club to reintroduce new
members to the club.

"By hosting the concerts was just
one of the ways of attracting the
young people to the music art-
form," he added.

He said at the concert, the band
received overwhelming responses
from members of the public.

Smart said Keith Salcedo who is

the musical director of the band is
also responsible for the band's
arrangements.

Salcedo is also the band's resi-
dent singer.

"Keith adds that musical inge-
nuity to the band with his musical
talents," Smart added.

Full of confidence
Smart said despite having to

borrow steelpans to practise and
perform they were bent on giving
their best performance at every
event. ', • /:•''>'•-:•

"From\£he responses that we re-
ceived from the launch, we are con-
fident that we would be invited to
perform at upcoming events.

"We want to bring something
new to the public, hence the name
Musical Gems.

"There is something very special
and unique about this steel .or-
chestra," he added.

Smart said the.band which is
very small in number would re-
main that size as they are concen-
trating on recruiting younger peo-
ple when the vetern players 're-
sign'.

"Very soon I would be resigning
from the band to make way for
more younger and vibrant blood,"

he said with a smile.
He added that for the Christmas

season, the band has already been
billed to perform at the malls and
social events.

Where funding and sponourship
was concerned Smart said at pres-
ent they were seeking the assis-
tance from corporate sponsors and
the Ministry of Community De-
velopment, Culture and Gender
Affairs to assist them in the pur-
chase of their own pans.

"We are in need of our own in-
struments, very soon Panarama
would be upon us and we would
have to give back the instruments
that we borrowed," he said.

The band's shortcoming have in
no way deterred Smart, in fact he
sees the band going as far as inter-
national sharing the good music to
the globe.

"Expect to hear more from this
band, ws are going to surprise a lot
of people," he ended.

KEITH SALCEDO, Musical Gems Steelband Ensemble music director in song, accom-
panied by the band.


