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NEt/S COMMENTARY 
For transmiss ion on 
Thursday December 1st at 6.15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : On Tuesday evening of this week the radios of all 

the world carried the news of the . d.e~h of the American Negro writer, 

Richard Wright . Wright's •book.s n~v~J,een translat ed into almost 

every language in the worl d and people in almost every country have 

r ead them. And just as h is bo01ks have gone around the world, so the 

n ews of his death from a heart attack in Paris has echoed around 

the world . 

I knew Wr ight very well . I think I was the ver y firs t non­

American real friend he made . I introduced him to the late George 

Padmore and a whole host of African political leaders . And I think 

I was also the first to introduce h i m to a number of West Indian 

writers after whe second world war . We first met in Paris in 1946 

and our last meeting was in Ghana in 1952-53, when, in true Rasta 

spir i t Wright had gone to Africa to see if he could make his home 

there . I th i nk Wright ' s visit to Ghana was one of his most unhappy 

experiences . Like our Rastas he had looked on Africa as the mother 

country; and like them he thought of going to Africa as going home. 

But when he got there it was not at all what he expected. The ways 

were strange and different to him . The food made him sick . He could 

not understand the customs of the people . And they could not under­

stand him. Many Ghanaian customs disgusted him . And I remember 

meeting him one sunny morning in Accra for breakfast and throughout 

our very American breakfast he kept complaining that although he was 

black and they were black, he could not understand them and they 

could not understand him . That, I think, hurt him very much because 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



. . 

he r eally wanted to understand the,i1 Africans and to be understood by 

them. But colour, being black, was not as important for the Africans 

of Ghana as it was for Wright . The Africans of Ghana had hardly any 

experience of colour bars and discrimination , and so colour was not 

important to them. If Wright was black, why, t here were millions of 

other black folk all around them so why should they bother about one 

more . 

But for Wright being black was important. He had been born in 

the American segregationist state of Missi s sippi and he had known 

discrimination and prejudice from childhood to manhood . He had been 

abused a..~d insulted and race hatred had burned itself into his soul. 

He had known hunger and misery and the way he saw it he had suffered 

these things because of his colour . His first book, Uncle Tom's 

Children was a record of the suffering and misery of the black folk 

in the United States . And Native Son, was an angry and bitter book 

about racialism, made Richard Wright rich and famous and he took a 

great leap from poverty to riches and respect . I do not t h ink any 

American Negro writer has received from the American people the 

wealth, the honour and the respect that t hey gave to Wright after 

Native Son and his autobiography, Black Boy . But by this time Wright 

had grown so bitter that he never returned to his native land. And 

since Ghana had disappointed him too , he 11 v'ed out his life in France 

where he died last Tuesday . Richard Wright was a fine writer who mare 

an important contribution to Negro writing . I think that if he had ban 

able to control his racial bitterness I think he might have made an 

even more important contribution to world writing . But he has made 

his contribution, so let him rest in peace . Goodnight . 
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· No 239 l} West I;rid.ian NA-WS 

2) Price bf bre · 
3) The Police & the public 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Dec 2nd at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I hope most of you have listened to the ' West 

Indian News ' which began on Monday to come over this station at five 

o'clock every evening from Monday to Friday. I think this is one of 

the most important and intersting radio events that has ever taken 

place. I think a point some people may have missed about this new 

news service is this: when you here in Jamaica listen to this five 

o'clock news, listeners in Trinidad, listerners in Barbado¢'s , listernrs 

in British Guiana~, and listeners in most of t he small islands -

which tune in to Radio Trinidad - hear exactly the same news, read 

by the same voices, at the same time that you hear it. Just think of 

it for little: acro ss thousands of miles, across the Caribbean sea, 

we are all listening to the same news at the same time. The thing 

that we of the British West Indies have in common at the moment is 

that we know so little of what goes on in each other's territories; 
Trinidadians 
}1¢' are so ignorant of wha"tj goes on in Jamaica, Barbados and British 

Guiana; Jamaicans are so ignorant of what goes on in the other 

three centres; and the Guianese in turn are ignorant of what goes on 

in the islands. And nothing feeds prejudice and misunderstand as 

much as ignorance. I think this West Indian News Service is an importan 

move to overcome our mutual ignorance, and that is a very important 

thing. So try to listen in at five every evening. I think you will 

find it both interesting and worthwhile. 

And now to bread onc e mo~e. I see that housewives are protesting 

at the increased price of bread. I am very glad. I think our 
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merchants and traders will think twice before putting up prices if 

they know that they are likely to come up against an alert publi c 

opinion. I think it is important for housewives to insist t hat 

nobody holds them up to ransom by charging unreasonable prices. 

But I believe t hat there are merchants and traders who could 

not care less about public opinion . And I am now beginning to 

believe that our bakers are in this class. Their attitude seems to 

be one of saying to themselves: "Don't mind their fuss, l et ·us just 

keep quiet and their fuss will pass away soon". I hope the housewives 

will prove them wrong. I am still feeling strongly about this 

business and t he price and weight of bread. The bakers said that 

both prices and weight will go up. I told you about the crsipy that 

cost me l/3d and still weighed only 12 ounces. Well, I've bought 

another one at the beginning of this week. I still paid l/3d and 

it still weighed only 12 ounces • .And yet the bakers said the weight 

would go up to 16 ounces when the price went up to l/3d. I think this 

is a piece of straightforward bad faith on the part of this particula­

baker. I think that if the bakers cannot or will not keep to the 

weights that they have announced themselves, then it is up to the 

consumers to mt~~DZE ca ll on the gov~rnment to introduce weight and 

price regulations for the baking industry. That seems the only way in 

which the consumer can be sure of not being sold short. 

Finally, it is most alarming to read and hear of police rough 

handling of citizens. This is not good for the building up of law and 

order in this society. The police are the servants of the public ; not 

the masters . It is time someone in authority told thtm this. 

Goodnighto 
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No 240 

,.J 

NE S COMMENTARY 

House for the Governor of 
the Bank of Jamaj \ • 

For transmission on 
Saturday Dec 3rd at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: This evening I want to talk about something very 

serious and very delicate . It is t he sort of t hing I hate to talk 

about because a person is involved and because it is easy to arouse 

strong feeling , and I want to hurt neither the person nor to arouse 

strong f eelings . And yet I feel this is so important that it would 

be wrong for me to keep silent about it . 

As I a m sure most of you know the Bill for the setting up of the 
Central 

/Bank of Jamaica was passed in June of this yeari . And as I sure most 

of you also know, Mr . S .W. Payton has been appointed the first 

Governor of the Bank of Jamaica . On October the 1st of this year 

the Board of Governors of the Bank was appointed: these are: 

Mr . Egerton Richardson, the Financial Secretary, Sir Robert Barker, 

Mr . Harry Dayes , Mr . Allan Shaw Campbell, :Mr . Stanley Motta and Mr . 

G. G.R. Sharp. These are all solid and respected citizens in t he 

Jamaicam co mmunity . 

Now there is no question about our needing t his Bank of J amaica. 

It will be t he most i mportant financi al institution in t he country 

and it is right that it should be a national institution, regulating , 

controlling and keeping a watch on t he nation's finances. And I for 

my part t hink that Mr . Payton i s an admirable cho ice to head the 

bank . So much for the background to what I have to say. 

DJ.ring the course of this week I discovered that a house i s beirg 

bought for Mr. Payton. Nothing wrong about that . 1r . Payton and 

h i s family have to live somewhere and as Governor of the Bank of 

Jamaica he has to live a t a certain standar d . He will have to 
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entertain a s the head of t he banking community in Jamaica; and he 

would also have to entertain distingu ished financial figures from 

abroad, so he · has to have a very nice house , r eflecting the important 

position he occupies. 

But the house which is being bought for Mr . Payton costs 

£37,660; and £37 ,000 in any man' s language is a very great deal of 

money . Now this would be none of my b~siness and noBe of your 

business if it were private money . But it is not private money. It 

is public money; i t is taxpayers' money . And as a taxpayer I feel 

that spending £37,000 to buy a house for the Governor of the Bank 

of Jamaica, is too much. I t hink it is at least £17,000 too much. 

Since I heard this news I have been scouting a round a little and I 

got the impression that the homes of the heads of the commercial 

banks ar e in the region of £20-25,000 . That is very high, but t hat 

is private money. And in any case, what standards are we going to 

use? Would the Governor of the Bank of J amaica enjoy less prestige 

or status if he lived in a £15-20,000 house? How do you measure 

status and prestige. Does anybo dy respect Mr . Manley any the l ess 

because he does not live in a palace with a swimming pool in his 

yard? We have not spent that kind of money on Mr . Manley . 

ow let me make one thing clear . I do not think Mr . Payton is 

responsible for t h is fantastic buy . From the very little I 've seen 

of him he struck me as a modes t , unassuming sort of person. I think 

he is the sort of person who wi ll earn his prestige and his status 

by the kind of job he does and I t h ink that is t he way he would like 

it. I think it was someone else ' s idea and I think it was a most 

unfortunate one . Too many J amai caBs are living on too little for 

t h is sort of extravagance to be allowed to pass unnoticed . I hope 

t here is time to cancel this 37,000 buy . Goodnight . 
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No 241 

NE\\fS CO TARY 
For trans mission on 
Monday Dec 5 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good Manners 

Good evening : In my mai l l a st week was a very important letter 

from a lady who lives on t he North Coast . The letter came to me by 

regist ered mail, and in it was a ten shilling note. Before I go on 

to what was in the letter I should like fi r st to settle t he quest ion 

of the ~oney because I t h ink it i s v ery important tha t t h is should 

be clearly understood. 

Now in the course of doing these commentaries many ideas and 

many suggestions come from listeners . Sometimes a listener br ings 

a ca se to my attention and sometimes t h is case concerns the person 

who has brought it to my attention . I f I am satisfied that xmme3HEX 

t he person concerned has been wrongly or badly treated, I try to do 

something about it . And if I succeed in getting this ba d thing made 

r ight t hen , of course, the person conc erned will benefit . This some­

times happens with indi vidual people and it so metimes happens with 

business firms or other organisations . And, of course, it is natural 

and human for people to want to expr ess their thanks if you do 

something for t h em. So I sometimes have people offering me money 

or offering me money for having done them a service . And every time 

anybody offer s me money or anything else because of what I have done 

over the radio, I h ave turned it down fi rmly . I have r efused to 

a ccept a penny in money or even the smallest gift . I have done t his 

becaus e I know t hat I would be doing something very wr ong if I acc epte 

any gift from anybody. Whatever I do , whatever I say, I say and do 

f or what I believe to be the good of the co mmunity as a whole; I do 

not serve any private individual or the int erests of any group . And 
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in order to go on doing this M~imxxx as honestly and f a irly and 

f earlessly as I can, I must not and will :not accept anything fro m 

anybQdy . Radio Jamaica pays me for what I do and it is only from 

them that I have any moral right to accept payment . So please, do 

not send me any money or offer me anything to do something . If you 

have a just and reasonable case I will do whatever I can for you 

without expecting anything . ~f your case is not just and r easonable 

then I will not touch it even if you. offer me a fortune . So I will 

send your money back to you, Miss Nelson, and still co mment on your 

case because it seems r easonable to me . 

Miss Ne lson ' s ca se is t hat she went to the Marrakesh Hotel 

because she had b een called to an intervi ew for a job . When she got 
t.. t;. /c ( •r (' '\. 

ther e two of the hotel ' guards ' stopped her and demanded to see the 

l etter calling her to the intervi ew. She showed it to t hem . They 

ques tioned her in an off-hand sort of way and then made her hang 

about for a long time . There was nowhere for her to sit and when she 

she asked for a seat she was told to go out to the gate and wait 

t het e . This she refused to do because she ~elt she being treated 

in a very bad and rude f ashion, and her letter makes me agr ee with 

her . In the end, after a lot more standing about, she saw the manager 

but d id not get t he job . Now it seems to me that t h e po int about 

Mi ss Nelson ' s case is a point of good manners . Do you and I h ave to 

put up wi t h bad manners just because we are looking for a job? I don~ 

think so . I don ' t t h ink any working man or woman is any less of a 

human being than any boss in Jamaica . I think t here is too much off­

hand bad manners to working people and I think it is time t h is was 

stopped . Th is business of treating people wi th respect , of showing 

good manners may seems small but I t hink it is very i mportant for 

the good of this country . Goodnight . 
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No~42 l)Bradshaw 's Announced Resignation 
2) Chaguaramas Ta ll J 

NEWS COMMEt TARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Dec 6 at 6.15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : On Friday morning of last week Mr . Robert 

Bradshaw, the Federal Minister of Finance, told the Federal Parliament 

t hat he was leaving Federal politics . I am sure that those of you 

who listened to me two days earlier - on Wednesday November 30th -

were not surpirsed by the news of ¥~ . Badshaw's decision . You will 

remember it was on Wednesday of last week - two days befo re Mr . 

Bradshaw made bis announcement - that I told you he was very unhappy 

in Trinidad and that he was likely to quit the Federal scene . But 

let me be quite honest with you; I did not expect him to make the 

announcement so soon after I forecast it. 

ow what does t his mean for the Federa tion? Are we seeing a 

sort of break-up of the Federal Government? 

When I talked about t h is on Wednesday I told you that relations 

between the Federal government and the Trinidad government are not 

very happy . I told you that there was a lot of face and dignity 

involved in the scraps which flare up from time to time between 

Sir Grantley Adams and Dr . Eric Williams . I told you that Dr . Willicmi 

was often i mpat i ent with what the Federal government did and did not 

do . And I think t hat Sir Grantley Adams has often felt t hat Eric 

Williams was a brash young upstart . Mr. Br adshaw is very loyal to 

Sir Grantley . Mr . Bradshaw believes that if you are in a t eam you must 

ba ck your captain all the way and so he has taken up many of Sir 

Grantley's battles with Dr . Williams. 

But I t h i nk it would be a mis t ake to think t hat the clash of 

personaliti es and t he question of status and face is t he whole story . 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



2 

There are people inside the ruling Federal Labour Party as well as 

people inside the opposition Democratic Labour Party who feel that 

the Federal government has not performed as well as it could and 

should have done . And t heee people tend to blame Sir Grantley Adams 

fo r all the faults and weaknesses of the Federal government . And so 

there is a strong pressure move to get rid of Sir Grantley and have 

him replace by Mr . Manley as Federal Prime Minister . These people 

feel that the Federation would have been much further advanced today 

if Mr. Manley had decided to go federal instead of deciding to stay 

at home . And they feel that even today the only person who can put 

the Federation firmly on its feet and give it a clear direction is 

Ivir. Manley. en Dr . ic Williams has made it clear that he sees 

:rr . Manley as the only man to head the Federation . And let us face 

it, all this is known to Sir Grantley and his fellow Federal 

Ministers. And this sort of knowledge has a very unsettling effect 

on them . They don ' t know where they are ; they don't know what's 

likely to bappJn; and so there is a sense of uneasjness among them. 

I think all this simply means we are coming to the end of one 

phase of federal politics and getting rea9-y for a new phase. I think 

in the next stage we are likely to see a much stronger and much more 

stable federal set-up . Both Sir Grantley and 1r. Bradshaw have had tre 

tough job of being t he leaders of the transition period and that is 

never ea sy . 
c.H t;,J;J 1.1 r im S 

Finally, I a m very happy t hat t he difficult Cgauaramas issue, 

looks lik e being agr eed on a t l ast. I will talk about that at a later 

date; so, for t h e pr esnt: Goodnight. 
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No 243 The Price of bread , -... d the 
Role of BackbencherL in t he House 

N S COIYIMENTARY 
For transmi s sion on 

ednesday Dec 7 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams sp eaking 

Good evening : I am very glad to see t hat t h i s whole ques tion 

of the price of bread is to be r a ised in the Hous e of Representatives. 

Mr . Lynden Newland, the J . L. P.' s M. H. R. for Eastern St. Thomas has 

put down eight qu estions for the Mini s ter of Trade and Industry to 

answer in the House . I congratulate Mr. Newland . I think he ha s 

raised a matter which is of concern to everybody in Jamaica; and I 

t hink he will find that we are all grat e ful to him for raising 

this matter in the nation's highest forum . I t hink we wi ll all of 

us look forward with very great interest to the answers the Minister 

gives to Mr . Newland~s questions . And I personally hop e they will 

be more than just answers: I hope t ha t from the an swers will come 

action on t he part of t he 1-iini ster . 

But you all know wha t I t h ink and feel about this bread pr ice 

bus i ness s o I will not r epeat my views again. What I want to do 

inst ead is to r a i s e a very impovtant side i s su e t ha t ca me out of 

t h i s question of t he price o{ bread; and t h i s is su e conc er ns t he 

P . N.P . member s of t h e Hous e of Repr e s entat i ves . 

As you know, we have t wo parties in t he Hous e : t he 
I 

par ty and t he opposition ,E«xxxk~x~mxitimHxm~ 6fte. not everybody 
' ~ 

in t he ma jority par t y i s aV..'.lll!ll•M!' of t he government . The Mini s t ers 
I\ 

and par liamentary secr et ari es are member s of the government and 

whatever they say must expr ess t he gover nment's offic i al policy. 

But the P .N.P . members who a r e not Mini ster s ar e in a s l ightly 

different position . They must of cours e support the bro ad principles 

and pol i cies of the government becaus e t hey were elect ed on the same 
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~ 
party ticket as the men who 

,1 

~~ 
government . The policy of 

the government is , in broad outline, the policy of their party . 

But thes e backbench P .N.P . M. H. R. s are also representatives of the 

voters of their constituencies . And on day- to - day matters such as 

t he price of bread they should speak up for t he±~ p eopl e in their 

con s t i t uencies and for the country . I do not think that because they 

are members of the party in power t his should impose a total silence 

on them . In the British Parliament members of /Jr. Ma cmillan ' s 

Conservative party do not hesitate to ask questions that are of 

national concern . Sometimes they ask awkward questions of their own 

government . They do not feel that they should leave all the questions 

to the opposition . They f eel that they are helping their government 

by publicly bringing to its attention matters of public concern . 

ow, I have said all this because I have been a mazed at how 

rarely P .N . P. backbenchers have raised questions such as t he questior.s 

on the price of bread raised by Mr . Newland . I know P .N. P . M. H.R . s 

who are ju~t as concerned about it as Mr . ewl and . But we do not hear 

from them . Why? Do they think it would be disloyal to t heir party 

to ask questions of public interest i n public? I do not t h ink it 
• 

would be disloyal at all. I t h ink it would ~e good for our parliamen½ 

I think it would be good for t hei r party, and I think it would be 

good for the country . 

I know these M. H.R. s do a lot of good privat e work . But I think 

it is important that we, the voters, should also see t hem asking 

some public questions . As well as being party men t hey are our 

representatives too: so let us hear them somet ime ~ Goodnight 

UWI M
ONA LI

BRARIES 



No 244 Jamaica & the Refugees 

NEifS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Thursd~y »ec 8 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: On Tuesday of this week I took part in what I 

t hink is one of the most important public meetings I ever attended . 

It was held at the Tom Redcam headquarters of the J amaica Library 

Service and it was not a big gathering, as public meetings go . I am 

not sure t hat we had much more than about fifty peop le there, if as 

many. And I a m sure that any stranger walking into that meeting 

would have thought: what a small and uni mportant meeting or, what 

a strange bunch of people, or I wonder what this little group is up 

to. And, listening to what went on, the stranger might h ave become 

confused because nobody made any stirring speeches . People spoke 

quietly and briefly and made their p l ans in a most businesslike 

manner . I am sure the stranger, after looking in, would have a ismisse::l 

this as a small and unimportant affair . 

But he or she would have been wrong . That little group of peopJe 

in the library hall on Tuesday evening r epresented probably more 

organisations and more peop le than any other .similar group which 
• 

has met t his year . The J amaica Women' s Federation, t he largest and 

most powerful body of Jamaican womanhood , was repre s ent ed ; t h e Young 

Women ' s Chri st i an Asso c iationu;::.ii r~ reseqj:.ed ; / the Catholic Women •~ 
~ ~ ~ ., ~u. ,.,~ ~ 

organisation was represented ; ~t he Jamai a Chri stian Council was 

repr esented; the United ations Association was represented ; the 

Jamaica Council of Voluntary Soc ial Services wa s represented . And 

I could go on and on and on listing t he names of t he organisations 

that were represented at t hat small meet ing of ours. Indeed, I think 

that I was the only person there not representing some organi sa tion; 
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but I should like to t hink t hat I was t h e sort of uno f fici a l 

r epr esentative of you good p eop l e who listen to me. Anyway, what I 

am trying to make clear to you is t hat if t here had been a stranger 

look ing in on t hat meeting he or she mi ght hav e been misled by the 

s mallness of t h e gath ering and quietness of t he meeting into t h ink i ng 

t h is was jus t another of t hose ±m unimportant little t h i ngs t hat go 

on all t he t i me. And of cou rse he or she would hav e b een wrong . 

Ther e were t housands and t housand of people beh ind t h e s mall group 

at t h e library. Now, what were t hese peopl e about? What was the 

bus iness t hat had brought t h em to get her? 

They were t h ere to set up a na tionwi de J ama ica organisation 

taking in all clas s es,all colours, all religious denomina tions. And 

t h ey were setting up t h i s organi sation to do jus t one special job. 

The x~x±aixtmExm~XXN±sxm~~xx±xxx±mn organ isation t hey s et up is 

a nationa l council to make a sp ecia l effort on behalf of Refugees. 

And t he sp ecia l job t h is nationa l Council set itself i s that b et ween 

now and t he mi ddle of February of next y ear i t will r a i se t h e sum of 

£10,000 a s J amaica ' s contribution towar ds hel ping t o solve the 

Refugee prob lem. Th i s means that t h i s na tiona l counc i l, of which 

Mi s s i t a Barrow i s t he head , plan s to r .afse £10,000 in about nine 

weeks. And t h i dea i s t hat t his should not b e an of ficial effort. 

'e h op e t hat t he gover nment wi l l make its own contrlbution to t he 

Refugee prob l em but t h is is seen as a special effort made by t h e 

p eop le of J a maica . But why should you mak e t h i s effort ? What h ave 

t he refugees to do with us? I s i t any of our bus iness ? And what abou t 

our own pover t y and mi s er y r i ght a t home ? I will try to answer t hese 

que stions t omorrow; so ti l l t hen , goodni ght. 
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245 J amaica & the Refu ees ' (2) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For t ransmi s sion mn 
Friday Dec 9 at 6 . 15p .m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : You will r ememb er I ended my co mments l as t night 

by asking : why should t h e people of J ama i ca make an effor t to raise 

£10 , 000 over the next nine weeks to help t he refugees? What have t hey 

to do with us ? Why should we make it any of our business? And what 

about our own poverty and misery right here i n Jamaica? 

I asked these questions because I am sure there are many peop le 

who will a s k just these questions . And I do not t hink we should i gnorn 

these questions . I t hink they are valid and I t h ink they should be 

-'answered . But before I an swer t hem let me tell you a little about 

refugees . 

I think t he first t hing we ought to get quite · clear in our minds 

is just what a refugee is . I t hink t he most i mportant t hing about 

any refugee is the simple fact that he or she is just another human 

being like you and I . '"-1any peop l e talking about refugees often for get 

this simple f act and they sometimes make it sound as though refugees 

a r e a special breed of animal . Ref ugees are human b eings . They a re 

human be i ngs who have no country, no home , no f uture and no h ope 

in very many cases . They are p eople who have either fled from their 

own countries or who have been driven out of t heir countries because 

of racial or political or r eligious persecution . I t is estima t ed 

t hat t here are between 20- 30 mi llion such people in t he worl d today . 

Some of them are white, some of them ar e brown and some of them are 

black . 1-any of them are found in Europe ; a ver y l ar ge number of t hem 

are found in Asia and the Middle East; and t here i s a growing number 

of them in Afri ca . Some of these refugees are more fortunat e than 
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others . The black political refugees from South Africa have been 

welcomed in p l a c es like ·Ghana and Nigeria ; and I have of cour se been 

welcomed in J amaica . Some Jewish refugees have found homes in Israel; 

and both t he United Kindom and the United Sta tes h av e helped all 

kinds of refugees t o a cons i derab le extent. Britain has taken in 

thousands and t h ousands of refugees from all over lfurop e and her 

people have also rai sed nearly £10 million towards World Refugee 

Year . The United St ates has poured millions and millions of dollars 

into t he effort . But , as I have said, there are still 20- 30 mi llions 

of these people wh o can call no p lace on earth home . 

Now I t hink. t h is is our business because t hey a re human beings 

like u s . When we are in trouble , when a hurri can e hi t s us, the res t 

of t h e world does not say : it i s none of our business . You know t his ; 

many of you have experi enced the warmt h of human r esponse in t i mes 

of trouble . And we are all our brother ' s keepers . I t hink the 

poorest amon g us have s omething that many of t hese refugees do no t 

have , and t hat i s a sense of b elong ing , a sense of home and of roots . 

And t hat i s what these peopl e do not h ave and that is what we can 

help them to get. Espec ially at t his Christma s time , it seems to me 

t hat t h is i s a big challenge to the little peop le of J amaica to show 

t hat t hey care about little peopl e everywhere . So I hope that all 

of you will contribute to t h is very special fund . No sum is too 

small - if you can only p!=)are a penny it will be a blessed penny -. 

and no sum is too big . So, p lease send whate er you can to: 

I ~ J14 f'1 A IC.A 11/f,] f OM /H.. vt.NCJL 'fitn.. 

And let u s make t his a really Christian Chris tmas by doing so mething 

very mu ch b i gger t han just taki ng care of ourselves . Goodni ght . 
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No 246 Christmas Bangers &~Stray Animal s 

NEWS COdl TA! Y 
For transmi s sion on 
Saturday Dec 10 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams s peaking 

Good evening : The Comissioner of Polic e , • L . P . R. Browning 

has issued a stern warning t hat anychne who is caught setting off 

fireworks in the streets will be arrested and punish ed . · I hope 

everybody will t ake this warning very seriously and I hope the police 

will be very stern in enforcing the town and eountry Pl anning Law 

under wh ich people are forbidden to set off fireworks in streets 

or lanes or public s quares . Year aft er year this custom of setting 

of fireworks in our streets has caused damage and so metimes serious 

injury to human beings . 

I know of cases where some youngsters , no doubt t hinking that 

they were doing a very clever thing , have t hrown light ed firecrackers 

into passing cars and setting off shocking bangs . I know of at l east 

one case where this led to an accident and it was lucky t hat only 

the car was damaged and nobody was injured. And of course by the 

time the person got out of the damaged car the young hoo ligans had 

fled into the n i ght . And I a m sure we all know of cases where those 

lighting the firecracker s were themselves injured . 

ow l et us be reasonable and face t he fact t hat children are 

ch ildren and they do like to l et off a bang during the holiday season. 

I am not one of t hose who feel that everybody ought to be grim and 

earnest . I am all for a little bit of fun fo r every member of t he 

family . But I t h ink it is p lainly anti - social to da mage other peopl e 's 

property and cause injury to others in persuit of our fun . We can 

h ave all t he fun we want ithout hurting anybody . So if your youngstmr 

do want to let off bangers , let them do it in the b a ckyard and keep 
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a watch on them; or better still, join in with t h em and so keep 

control of the fireworks. After all, you do not want the Christma s 

holiday to turn into a trag edy for your family. But please, do keep 

it in your own yard . 

And most i mportant of all remember the animals . One of the 

most dreadfu l sights over th:.!leo Christmas season is to s ee abunch of 

little boys tying firecrackers to the tails of dogs or cats . I know 

of noth ing more thoughtless and cruel t han t his . And in the main 

I a m inclined to blame the parents when this sort of thing happens . 

Children are often thoughtless; they will do t h ings without think ing 

of t he consequences . But I have rarely found children to be deliberatel. 

cruel off t heir own bat . It is someth ing they learn . They lea r n it 

either from their friends who have learnt i t from their friends who 

in turn h ave learnt it from some parent or parents . So , if you trace 

the whole thing back you come up against some parent so mewhere along 

the line who has either not been firm enough in showing the child 

the right way or else who h as encouraged the child to go in for t h is 

senseless cruelty . I t h ink t hat as a generalisation it is true t o 

say that where parents are t houghtful and considerate of other human 

be i ngs as well as of dumb animals the ch ildren from those homes tend 

to be thoughtful an d considerate of both humans and ani mals . 

Fi nally, t h ere is t his dreadful problem of stray animals . If we 

are going to keep death and disaster off t he roads t h is Christmas 

t hen we must keep stray animals off tk:ex:tkE our ro ads. Christmas 

s hould be a time of joy and g ladness and goodwill. With a litt l e 

t hought and consideration I am sure we can make it tha t tis year . 

Goo dni ght. 
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No 247 End of t he Caguaramas Controversy 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For trans mission on 
1onday Dec 12 at 6 . 15p . m 

Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Yesterday Dr . Eric Wi l liams received a hero ' s 

welcome when he returned to Trinidad from Tobago . Dr . Williams 

deserved the hero' s welcome from his people . He had brought the bacon 

home in the form a f a comp l etely new arrangement between Trinidad 

and the United States about the U. S . Base at Chaguaramas . 

The most important point about the new arrangement is one of 

principle: the principl e of self- determination . The American 

government has accepted completely the proposition that only the 

people of Trinidad, t hrough their government , have the right to decire 

whether they should have for e ign bases on their island , where those 

bases should be, and under what conditions any foreign power should 

have t hose bases . So t hat now t h is new Chaguaramas deal is between 

t he government of Trinidad and the government of the United St ates . 

The previous bases agreement was between the United Stat es and 

Britain and the people of Tri nidad had no say in it . Now, i t is by 

t heir say that t he Americans ar e in Trinidad . And thi s establishes 

a completely n ew relationship . The Trinidadians are now the mast ers 

in t heir own house; XNi they can now say with Jamaica's poet George 

Campbell : "Now we are tenants at will no longer . There ' s more room; 

more right of way" . And yeste rday Eric Williams told his welcoming 

audience t hat when t h ey now saw an American they should l ook at him 

with different eyes because he mi ght be one of those training one of 

their own people. I am sure yesterday was a very proud mo ment for 

Eric Wi l liams . He had , almost single-handed, fought the Chaguaramas 

issue and brought it to a successful end . Trinidadian nationalism had 
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won a very great victory . 

But I think it is very important for us not to lose our 

perspective about this victory . I think the Americans deserve a 

great deal of credit for the settlement of t h e vexed Chaguaramas 

issue . They were there not by conquest but by right of t r eaty . 

Under international law Britain had every legal right to lease the 

West Indies bases to the United States and the United States had 

ever y right to hold on to these bases until the terms of the l ease 

had expired . I think it is very important for us to realise that 

if the Americans had wanted to hold on to the bases under their 1941 

Treaty with Britain they could have done so . And if we had decided 

to challenge their legal right by going to the International Court 

of Justice, I think that Court would have gi ven judgement in favour 

of the .Americans . Instead , the Americans showed a bigness of s p irit 

wh ich many people do not appreciate . Instead of sticking to their 

legal rights they accepted the moral position put forward by our 

leaders and agreed to negotiate . 

And so the Americans are giving up about 21 , 000 acreas of a l l 

t h e land they held under t h e 1941 Agr e ement; this leave them hold ing 

about 13,000 acres . In other words they are giving up almost t wo­

t h irds of t h e total of 34,000 acrea of land wh ich t h ey leased f r om 

Britain in 1941 . Part of t h is l and which t hey are g i ving up is of 

course on Chaguaramas . And t hey have entered into a new agr eement 

with Trinidad fo r t h e 13,000 acres which t h ey ar e holding . Tomorrow 

I will t e ll you about t h is agreement and a l so about one point which 

worries me a little; so , till t h en, Goodnight . 
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No 248 End of the Chaguaramas Controversy (2) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Dec 13 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: As I told you l as t night, I thing the new 

Chkggaramas agreement between the Government of Trinidad and the 

Government of the United States, is a great personal triumph for 

Dr. Eric Williams . 1. also told you that I felt we ought to pay a 

great tribute to the United States for the bigness of spirit it has 

shown in dealing with what is afterall a very tiny little country in 

this modern world . If the United States had decided to stick to 

the letter of the law of its 1941 Treaty with Britain, the government 

of Trinidad would not have been able to do a thing about it. Little 

Trinidad cannot take on the United States in a physical show-dovm; 

the whole West Indies cannot .take on the United St a tes in a physical 

fight . And the International Court of Justice would have upheld the 

legal rights of the United States under the 1941 Treaty with Britain . 

I should hate to think what the pos ition would have been if 

Chaguaramas were a Russian base instead of a U.S. base and if we were 

as close to Russia as we are to the United States . 

Anyway, between the signing of the agreement and the end of 1962 

the United States will complete the handing over of the 21,000 acres 

of land it has agreed to give back to the Trinidad government . Then, 

after a further per iod of five years - which will take us up to 1968 -

the two governments will review the agreement ·whicb they made at t he 

end of last week and make such adjustments and changes as they feel 

are necessary. They may , at this point, either cancel the agreement 

completely or let i t run for another period of five years. This will 

take us up to 1973. In 1973 they will again review the position 
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and either work out a completely new agreement . or else the United 

St ates will withdraw completely by the end of 1977 . 

In other words this new agreement between the governments of 
g i ves the U.S . 

Tr inidad and the United States/the right to remain at Chaguaramas 

for 17 years after which the agreement will either come to an end or 

a new one will be made. 

It has also been agreed t hat the government of Trinidad wi ll 

have administrative control of those areas held by the United States 

which are under cultivation . Another important point which has also 

been agreed on is tqat the Americans will create facilities for 

training t rinidadians to acquire the skills needed for running the 

base . These technical skills can and will, I am sure, be of enormous 

value to Trinidad and its people . 

Finally, and most important, Trinidad and the West Indies - but 

mainly Trinidad - will get economic aid from the United St ates under 

t he new agreement . We do not yet know what the size and amount of 

this aid will be but one correspendent has mentioned the fi gure of 

100 million dollars - t hou ,h he ddd not say whether it would U.S . 

or West Indies dollars . But we do not know the a mount yet . In any 

event, Trinidad will have the lion ' s share of t his aid . Now the 

point t hat wo r r ies me about this is that I have reas on to believe 

that the Federal government as well as the other Units have tacitly 

agreed that the question of aid should be handled on a regionwide 

basis rather t han by each unit. And so Trinidad doing a solo aid deal 

is disturbing . After all, she has been the biggest advocate for 

strength at the centre . Still, we all welcome the end of the Chaguaram~ 

issue . Goodnight . 
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No 249 Trade Unionism ~n Jamaica 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Dec 14 at 6,15p . m 
Peter Abr ahams speaking 

Good evening: At Sunday ' s annual conference of t he National 

Worker s Union t h e Premier, Mr . Manley,announced that the government 

intended bringing in a law earl in t he new year to make it compulsory 

for any employer to accept the right of workers to join a trades 

union if they choose to . I think it is a very good t hing and I am 

sure most of you t h ink so too . Indeed, I t h ink it is amazing that 

in t his day and age there should be e mployers - no matter how few 

in number - who are against the idea of trade unionism . Every free 

country in the world has accepted t h e proposition that trade unionism 

is a geod t h ing for all concerned • It is good for the workers, it 
• 

is good for the employers and it is good for the society as a whole . 

Indeed, r ecent experience ha s shown t hat trade unionism has been 

one of t~e .gr eatest bastions of democratic fr eedom i n the world . 

When the nazi were rising to power in Germany and the fascists in 

Italy the only r eally effective opposition t hey met came fro m t h e 

organi sed workers of t hos e two countries. In the fi ght again s t 

r acial discrimination in the United States t he vo i ce and influence 

of the powerful trade unions h a s been a very i mportant factor . In 

our own struggle for s elf- government here in Jamaica and in other 

colonial territories t he ~ritish trade unions, the Brit ish labour 

movement has made a major contribution . Some of the best colonia l 

labour and political leaders receive~ their basi c training from 

the British labour movement . When Sir Oswald Mosley' s fascist 

t hugs were scrawling their 'Keep Britain white' signs all over 

England, it was t he British trade unionists who went to the defence 
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of the coloured minorities . 

Now, this is an aspect of trade unionism that many people tend 

to for get or i gnore . When unions are on strike employers lose money 

and sometimes t he general public is inconvenienced; and I know 

that many of us feel that unions are a damn nusance and that life 

might be better without them . I've heard this sort of thing when 

we've had a bus strike or when we ' ve had to go without our Gleaners 

or when the street cleaners were on strike . Of course these were 

irritations which none of us liked . But these should not blind us 

to the basic importance of trade unionism to our democratic freedoms . 

The world's trade union movement has a sort of basic and inherited 

tradition of defending and extending the areas of human freedom 

wherever i~ · flourishes . And this i dea of defending and extending 

the areas of f'reedom has becpme a sort of unexpressed but very key 

point of the labour movement ~verywhere . And where the labour movement 

' has been free and strong and vigorous and flourishing the liberties 

of the ordinary citizens have been greatest . After all, the majority 

of t h e people of any soci ety are its working people and when those 

working people join together to protect their interests they cannot 

but help to further the interest of all of us . It is for this basic 

rea son that I am all in favour of trade unionism even when, as it 

sometimes s eems, it hurts my own persona l int erests . In t h e long run 

the existence of a h ealthy and r espected trade union movement is a 

guarantee of my personal freedom . I am sure that trade unionism in 

J amaica will grow mo :w e responsible a s a r esult of this proposed law . 

And then, perhaps, it will go on to educ at e its elf for t he ba sic job 

of extending and defending the democratic fr eedoms of all of us. True 

uni onism is more than j ust getting better conditions for the union 

members. It is a great fr eedom movement wh ich we shou l d all support. 

Goodni ght. 
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No 250 The Jamai ca Bases A~reement 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmiss ion on 
Thursday Dec 15 at 6 . 15p . m 
eter Abrahams speaking 

Good eveni ng : I t hink t h e n ews is getting a lit t le t oo hot and 

e~viting to be i n keep i ng with the Christmas spir i t; and as usual 

it is mainly t h e bad news t hat has hit t h e headlines . From overseas 

and in faraway Asia we have avery tou chy war situat i on in Laos; 

t h ings ar e so bad i n Algeria t hat France' s Pr esident De Gaulle had 

t o cut short hi s t our of t hat unhappy co l ony of Fr ance after more 

than a hundred people had been ki lled i n r ioti ng and vi olence ; from 

Engl and comes the news that Dr . Hastings Banda, the l eader of the 

Afr i can nat ionalist Malawi Congr es s Party of Nyasal and had wal ked 

ou t of the • ndon Talks on the future of the Central African 
. 

Feder ation ; from the ~Bi~ta Congo there is t he news of Patric e 

Lumumba ' s arrest and t he threat of Lumumba ' s supporters to kill all 

the whites they can lay t eir hands on in Stanleyville; and from 

Cuba ther e is news of scores of re~ gees leaving Castro ' s land 

every week; and from the United States and Europe ther e is news of 

a savage and bitter cold winter which has taken a heavy toll in human 

lives . And yesterday we had the news t hat ancient Ethiopia was having 

political upheavals wh ile the Emperor is on a St ate Visit to Brazil . 

An of course , the bitter word fight at the United Nations is a s 
the 

savage as ever . ot exactly t picture of a world in which men are 

offering peace and goodwill to each other, is it? 

But there was good. news too . For instan ce there was t he wonderful 

first Test match between Australia and t he West Indies , with its 

history- making finish - but that belongs to the field of ' Mr . Sports ' 
.. 

so I will not comment on it . And t hen there was t he Uamaica s t age 
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of the Leased Bas es t a l ks , which like t h e first f es t ended yesterday . 

I t h ink most of us expected the r esult s of the t alks on t he 

J ama i ca bas es t o be what they are . Mr . Man l ey i s a shr ewd and 

br illi ant n egotiator and the Ameri can ambassador, Mr . J ohn Hay 

Whitney , h ad shown i n Tobago and in St . Lucia and in Antigua that 

t he Un i t ed St at es government genuinely wanted to arrive at a happy 

and fr iendly s ett lement with the West Indies over this bases 

bus i ness : and so we all expected a peacef u l and f riendly settlement. 

The principles of t h e new agreemen t between J a maica and the 

Unii ed St a t es ar e much t he same as t hose wh i ch wer e worked out over 

the Tri nidad ba s es . I to l d you about the t i ming deta ils of the 

Trinidad agr eemen\ on Monday and Tuesday of th i s week . Well, t h e 
• I . 

s ame timing det a i ls will, apply in the Jamaica agreement. The Un i ted . 
' 

~tates will r eturn to ~ am~ica all the land l and i t got f r om Britain 

under t he 1941 Le~~ ed Bases Agr eement exc ept for a s mall par c e l of 

land of one hu~dr ed a cres .' Th e amount of l and involv ed i s over 23,oro 

acres . We will g~t all t hat land b ack . In add i tion to tha t the United 

States wi l l grant to J amaica $500 , 000 United States dollars to s tart 

a slum clearance programme and low cost hous i ng sch eme in the 

Corpora te Area; part of t hi s money will also go i nto pr epar ing p lans 

t o raise a loan fo r an a ll- i s l and water suppl y programme ; and part 

of t h i s mon ey will also be u s ed to extend educat i on i n both t echnical 

and t r ade fi e l ds a s wel l as university educa t i on . Thi s i s for t h e 
June 

current financ ial year up to/1961 . But the way has a lso been open ed 

for us in t he f uture to r a i s e loan s for slum clear anc e , l ow co s t 

hous i ng and the a l l - i s l a~~ wat er supply sch eme . To me all t h i s adds 

up t o v ery good n ews indeed . Goodni ght . 
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No 251 

NE'WS COMM TARY 
For tran smission on 
Friday Dec 16 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Ethiopia 

Good evening : I know that Wednesday ' s news from Eth i opia i s of 

very great interest to large numbers of people in Jamaica - esp ecially 

to the Ras Tafari brethern . You will remember it was onxJ Wednesday 

that we heard the news t hat Ethiopian soldiers and police have taken 

over the government of the country and that they have set up a new 

government in place of the old . Some reports said that the Crown 

rince of Ethiopia was the leader of this peaceful revolution; other 

reports say that he may have been used as a tool by the rebel leaders 

of the Ethiopian a,r.Jny • Only time will show which of these two repor~ .. . ' 
i s the correct on~ . ·• ylhat has been confirmed is that there ha s been 

. 
a take-over of the government while the Emperor, Haile Selassie , was 

out of t he country on a state vistt to Brazil . What I find particulai3 

interesting is the reason given by the a r my people for taking over tte 

government .• 

They sa that for three thousand years t he mass of the Ethiopian 

people have lived in poverty and have been explpited in the interests 

of a small and favoured minority . They go on to say t hat as a r esult 

of this a corrupt political sys t em has grown up ba sed on exploitation 

of the masses and on the ·privilege of a few . This has led, they say, 

to a position where th rest of Africa has moved ahead at great s peed 

in the modern world &nd Ethiopia has been l eft behind . 

I think t h is news h!~ made Ethi opia more real, it has made 

Ethiopia s eem more normal and more like other countries for many people 

who had a k i nd of mystical idea about Ethiopia . To far too many peop)e 

Ethiopia was not so mu ch a p lace as an i dea and a dream . You know 
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the dream; you have heard it expressed very often here in Jamaica . 

In the dream Ethiopia is a land of milk and honey where no man has 

to work and there is land for everybody and every Ei one of us who 

are black are princ es . It is a very nice dream. It comforts a man 

to have that kind of dream , especially when he is poor and hungry 

and unhappy and looked down on. We all of us escape into drea ms when 

things get to too rough. And when we meet racial pride and arrogance 

in white folk we ·fight it with a racial pride and arrogance of our 

own. This is a very human reaction , a very human form of self- defenc~ 

But there are times when men hug a dream so tightly to them that the 

dream becomes more real than the real things about them . And when t his 

happens we get ounselves into great mental and spiritual difficultie~ 

I think many Jamaicans have got themselves into these mental and 

spiritual difficulties about Eth&p~ia . And so this news out of 

Ethiopia is likely ~ ·.'t it them with the shock of having an operation . . 
. - t 

So let us im:!llk ~ t.,. aside the dream and look at the real Ethiopia. 

First, Ethiopia is a land of 395,000 square miles: this means that it 

is larger t han Nigeria; it is larger than Egypt; only the Congo ( 

before it was split), the Central African Federation and t he Union of 

South Af rica are larger than hiopia . But it has only 18 million 
• people as ~gainst Nigeria 's nearly 34 millions and Egypt 's nearly 

25 millions. In terms of education, in terms of i ndustrial development, 

in terms of political advance, in terms- of exploiting its natural 

resources, it is less developed than almost any other country in 

Africa : and for more t han a thous and years it has had its own brand 

of a racial problem . But. time.' s up so I'll tell you more about Ethiopa 

and its revolt tomo rrow. Till then, goodnight . 
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No 252 Ethippia (2) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Saturday Dec 17 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Last night I told you about the size and populat:kli 

of Ethiopia . I also told you that it had its own special brand of 

racial problem and that in t erms of exploiting its resources and 

deve loping its economy it almost less developed than any other 

country in Africa . Let me go into these points in some detail this 

evening . 

First, the special racial problem. Of Ethiopia ' s 18 million 

people, 2millions are Amharas : the Amharas are Hamitic people (which 

means they are of Arabic origin) and they are the ruling tribe . All 

the noblemen, all the powerful lords, all the court and palace officia 

are Amharas . All the kip.gs and emperors were Amha,ras. Before he 
• 

became emperor in 1928~ Haile Selassie was an Amha~i c nobleman named 

Ras mafari Makonnen . The next big tribe are thi Gallas who make up 

a little more than half of the population . The Gallas are what we 

might call very ·dark brown men in Jamaica . They look x« like the 

people of the Sudan or the majority of Jamai cans though they tend to 
s mall 

be a little taller . They are the/peasant farmers found in the remote 

hills and villages . And finally , just under half of the population 

is made up of a number of NE~~~ black Negro tribes . Oh, and there 
community of 

is also a very small /black Jews who- are called the Falashas . Until 

about fifty years ago t he ruling Amq,aras· l ooked down on and discrimina , 

against the Gallas and the Ne roes and the Falashas as completely a s 

whit es did against t h e blacks of their colonies . And until as rec ent]¥ 

as fifteen to t wenty years ago the Amharas declar ed v er y firmly t hat 

t hey were a European p eople and did not want to make common cause 
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with the black people of the rest of Afri ca . I ndeed , if any o f you 

take the t rouble to look up the records of the Anti - Slavery Society 

you will discover that at the turn of th~s present century slavery 

was still going on in the remoter par ts of Ethiopia . And this spec ial 

racial problem has not yet been co mpletely settled in spite of the 

fact that many Gallas have risen t o high posts i n the army r ecently . 

Now let us look at the economic and political picture . 

Ethiopia is potentially a very ri ch country . It has deposits of 

iron, go ld, mica, rock salt, mercury, marble and potash . But none 

of this mineral wealth has been extensively exploited . When the 
set up soap , 

Itali ans conquered Ethiopia after the 1935 war they maxmfa~:n:rEm 

cement , textile, shoe, tile and other factories . When they were thrown 

out by the British in 1941 the Ethiopians kept some of the factor i es 

going but production dropped and some went completel y out of 

business . You find sheep , cattle and goats on the ~ighlands but there 

is not is no great sheep farming or dairy indu str y although the countr 

is ideal for it . Most of the country ' s roads out s i de Addis Ababa are 

little more than tracks which cannot be used in t h e rainy season . 

Our educational effort is poor compared with tha t of En~land but the 

Ethiopian effort is nowhere near ours . And all t h is is so because 
t 

Ethiopia has for so long been the private estate of · a handful of 

Amharic nobles who were doing nicely . The people of tp e country had 

no say in the shaping of their lives or their future . Par liament was 

the Emperor's rubber stamp . 

That is the 'background to t he. r eal hiopia in the r eal wor ld . 

Now it seems that some of the people of Ethiopia are feeling t h e 

wi nd of change blowing t h rough Afric a artd t hey wa t t o become a par t 

o f t h is new Africa.. Th is, I t h ink , i s behind the con f u sed report s 

ou t of Ethiop ia. Go odni gh to 
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No 253 The Ra t e for the Job 

N S COM¥iENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Dec 19 at 6.15p . m 
Peter Abrahams s peaking 

Good evening: I wonder how many of ~ou took much notice of a 

small p iece of news t ha t t ook p l ace last Friday. That small piece 

of news was that the Mayor of the Corporate Area, Councillor Frank 

Spaulding,had walked out of a meeting between city officials and 

the National Workers Union representative. The meeting was to 

discuss a strike of women workers in the market service; and the 
women 

Mayor' s walk- out was i n protest because these/workers had gone on 

strike without first giving strike notice . 
strike 

Now the r eason for this/of women workers in the market service 

was because they wanted a 15% increase in their wages . You will 

remember t hat a little while back the workers in the JSAC' s Public 

Cleansing Department got a 15% rise in wages a f ter t hey had been 

on strike and after the Duffus Trmbunal had re~o1n end d t ha t they 

should get t h is increase. And as you know , it i s men who clear our 

streets and coll ect our garbage. But the women in the aarket service 

of t h e K.S,A.C. also do a public c l ean sing job and so they feel that 

they are also covered by the Duffus recommendation ; and so t h ey have 

demanded the same 15% rise in wages that the men got . But a 

Corporation spokes man said the tribunal had dealt with the male work Em 

only and its f l h lngs did not apply to t he women workers ~ 

Now it seems to me that behind this small n ews item is a very 

i mportant principle t o which ·r think both unions, worker s and 

employers shouJ.d g ive a grea~ deal of thought . And that princip le is 

t h is: Are we going to pay people t he r a te for t he job, irrespective 

of clas s colour, creed or sex? Or a r e we going to operate a s er i es 
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of different standards for Mfferen t peop le? If a woman does the same 

j ob as a man, is she entitled to the same pay a s a man? Or are we 

go ing to observe a double standard and pay her less than we would 

pay the man? I think this is an issue that will crop up increasingly 

as our industr ialisat i on programme grows and develops . 

This is a problem which has already been faced i n more indu s triaIJ..; 

advanced countries . In England , f or inst ance, the pr i ciple of t he 

rate for the job, has been completely a ccepted; and where men and 

women do the same k ind of j obs they get the same kind of pay . Thei r 

rates of pay are not decided by their sex but rather by the job itseJf. 

But before England arrived at this position the English labour 

movement had to do a lot of soul searching and there was a great 

debate on this matter in the earl days of the second wor ld war when 

Britain ' s war effort depended greatly on women workers . In the end 

the British Labour movement decided that it was the job that was the 

thing : if the job was worth so much money , then it was worth the same 

money whether it was done by a man or a woman . One of t h e r eason --
a selfish one - why the men agreed to this was be.cause they real i sed 

that if there is equal pay for equal work then . women will not be used 

to undercut them as cheap labour . 

r ow I am not here talking about equa lity : there some things men 

can do better than women and there are some thing& women can do 

better than men, so any sweeping ta.lk about complete equality would 1:B 

silly: but I do think that where men and women do the same or similar 

jobs they sho l d ge t he same or similar pay for those jobs . And this 
• is something I think we had better start thinging about h ere in 

Jamaica . Goodnight . 
• 
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0 254 

EWS COMMENTARY 

l)Telephone Co . Pl ans 
2 ) Focus 196() 

For transmission on 
Tuesday Dec 20 at 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: I suppose we all of us live in hopes : and one 

of my big hopes for 1961 is that our t elephone servi c e will be s o 

improved as to make it possible for me to get a t elephon e installed 

at my home at a reasonable price . I live way up in Red Hills , near ly 

t welve mi l es up and earl i er this year I asked the t elephone Company 

for a phon~; when you live as far away from town as I do there are 

times when you need a phone very badly . I go t a l etter back from 

the t elephhn:ei Company in which they said that before t hey went to 

the trouble of making a survey t h ey would like to know whether I 

would still want a phone if installing i t would cost me round about 

a £1 ,000 . I did not bother to answer that letter . I .did not have a 

£1 ,000 and even if I had it, I would still not have bothered to 

answer that letter . I know I am in an i solated s pot but if t he 

Public Service Company could instal my e l ectricity fo r about £150 

(and t hat required a lot more material and heavier poles ) then I 

could not see why getting a telepgone should cost me over six times 

more . 

Anyway, I see that there is a ahree- quarter of a million pound 

development plan in hand for the Telephone Company for 1961 : I hope 

t hat out of thi» new plan would come a reall~ i mproved service . And 

if it does come I will be the first to sing the praises of the 

Telephone Company , wheth~ the improvement brings me personally a 

phone or not . 

And from Trinidad comes the news that our neighbours down there 

might have some of their telephones working again for Christmas . I 
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hope t hey do. They have stood up marvelously to not having phones 

for these many months but restoring their t elephones now would be a 

very fine Christmas gift from the government to the people of 

Trinidad. I hope our own Telephone Company will learn the lesson of 

what happened in Trinidad and will not allow its relations with the 

public to rot away to the point where such action is thought of . 

And now for something a little more cheerful . We have only a few 

days left to Christmas but I am sure not all of you have decided on 

all your ©lristmas presents yet; so I would like to make a couple 

of suggestions . First, if you have to do some last minute card 

sending and you are in Kingston you can get some very attractive 

cards from the Animal Hos pital on the Spanish Town Road . These 

sell at a sixpence each with envelop, and the money from the sale of 

these cards will go to caring for sick and badly treated and stray 

animals; and so in the process of buying your cards you will also 

be doing something decent and Christian for God's dumb creatures . 

And finally, may I recommend the gift of a book as a very us eful 

s mall present . There are many West Indian books at all our l eading 

book stores, but the one I would like to r ecommend to you particular]F 

is the latest issue of Focus . It is called 'Focus 1960' and it has 

just been publ ished . It costs 10/- and it is edited by Mrs . Edna 

Manley . It is a collection of poems, stories, sketches and essays, 

all written by J amaicans and there are also fine reproductions of 

the work of J amaican artists . I t h ink this is a ver y interesting 

collection which would make a very fine Christma s pr esent . Remember, 

it is called ' Focus 1960' and you can get it at any bookstore . 

Goodnight . 

... 
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No 255 The Commonweal t h & Freedom of Movement 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For t r ansmission on 
Wedne sday Dec 21 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : I am more than a little disturbed at the news 

t hat the British Government may pass a law to restrict the entry 

of people from t h e Commonwealth in Britain. If such a law is passed 

it is likely to happen next year . And in any case the whole subject 

is down for dis cussion a t the meeting of the Commonwealth Prime 

Ministers in London in March of next years . I t seems to me most 

important that if t h is matter is discussed our own representatives 

from the West Indies should be there to take part in the discussions 

because t his is a matter that is of vital concern to the West Indies . 

In any event, I frankly do not see why Sir Roy Welensky, the Pr ime 

Minister of the Central African Federation, should attend t he 

Commonwealth Prime Ministers ' meeting wh ile our own Federal Prime 

Minister is not invited . The Central African Federation is no further 

advanced on the constututional road than is our f ederation . And if 

Roy Welensky can go to the Prime Minister ' s Conference t hen Grantley 

Adams, as our federal Prime Minister should also have the right to 

go . I hope t hat • Manley will use his very great influence in 

both London and the West Indies to press the point home firmly . At 

the moment it looks as though t h e West Indies Federation is being 

discriminated a gainst in the Gouncils of the Commonwealth Prime 

Ministers . If they say t hat only fully independent Co mmonwealth 

countries can be r epr esented at t he meet i ngs of t he Prime Ministers 

t hen the Commonweal;h Prime Ministers should see ' that the Cent ~al 

Af r ican Federation , as well as the West Indies Federation , are not 

repr esented . If one is r epr esented then the other shoul d also be or 
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els e the i dea of Commonwealth equality will be a hollow mockery and 

we will be entitled to charge Britain, as the host country , of 

discriminating against the West Indies . And since they are going 

to discuss this matter of migration to Britain this issue becomes 

doubly important. 

ow, as I see it, there are three aspects to this question of 

migration . First, there is the Bri tish position; second, there is 

the West Indies position; and third, there is t he Commonwealth 

position . 

Britain, as a sovereign country, is entitled to do as she likes 

about letting people in and out of her borders . But in relation to 

her colonies and ex- colonies Britain has estab lished certain very 

special relations over the years. Flbr instance our pas sports have 

the British seal and we are under British prot ection when we are 

abroad . There is a long tradition of freedom of movement into Britain 

from the colonies and ex- colonies . This has been a point of gr eat 

pride in Britain . This whole traditional relationship will fall apart 

if Britain decidea that Commonwealth citizens must in future be 

treated as foreigners entering Britain are treated . When I discussed 
~ · t~ 

the Commonwealth Pr ime Ministers ' Conference lae-e ~ear, I told you 

how important I thought the Commonwealth idea was . Well , I think t hat 

any restrictions, especially on obviously racial lines, will destroy 

this great idea completely. Let's f ace it: the whole idea of restri c'tml'. 

is because the West Indian migrants are coloured. Of course t h ere are 

problems and difficulties . But I t h i rnk these can be solv d by ext.endinf 

freedom of movement i n to all the other Commonwealth countries rathen 

than by restricting it . I wou.La pref'er the Commonwea.l tn l-'rime t1inistes 

to t hink on tnese lines ana I wou.Ld. .like our .Prime 1-'.llnist.er t.o be 

there too . Goodnight . 
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· No 256 The Challenge of t he 

EWS CO _ :Et TiffiY 
For transmission on 
Thursday Dec 22 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

mes ( 1} 

Good evening: On Monday of this week Mr . Abe Issa published 

an article in the Gleaner under the heading: ' Th e Times are very 

dangerous '. I found this a very balanced and very reasonable article 

in which Mr . Issa pinpoint ed some of the t hings t hat are wrong 

with the Jamaican society . The most i mportant statemen.t he makes, 

I t h ink , is when he says that we go on with habits of mind which 

we developed in the colonial days and which make us want to dodge 

our share of blame and our share of responsibility . He says we are 

always r eady to blame someone else and we are always ready to put 

the responsibility on someone else : and this, he says, is why the 

times are very dangerous . Jamaica , he says, is more prosperous 

t han i t has ever been and yet nobody is happy . I do not think it is 

true that nobody is happy , but I t h ink t hat what V~ . Issa means by 

this is true . There is a vast discontent a mong many people i n Jamai ca; 

there is a great restlessness and a reaching out for something more 

than life has offered so far; there is a feeling of unset tledness 

and this can g ive the impression of unhapp iness . 

l • Issa then goes on to list some of t he things which make him 

say the times are very dangerous . He says we fuss too much about 

r a ce feeling or colour feeling . And then he makes a very sound and 

sensib le statement . Aft er all , he says, race and colour do exist 

so there is bound to be feeling on the subject, but there is no 

reason why it should no t be f r i endly feeling . 'What he objects to 

is that some people are trying to make use of racial feelings in 
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order to st ir up r acial hatred . I t h ink I would have liked Mr . Issa 

to go a little more deep ly into this subJect of racial f ee l ing and 

r acial hatred . I am one hundred per cent with him when h e deplores 

the stirring up of racial hatred . But on the question of racial 

f eeling and racial pride I have a sneaking suspicion that what so 

many of us deplore and do not like is any sign of racial feeling on 

the part of black folk only . I should like t o see the critics of 
J ama icmi 

b l a ck racial feeling also condemn racial feeling among the Chinesej 

among the brown Jamaicans, among the white Jamaicans, a mong the 

Jewish and Syri an Jamaicans and among the Englishmen, Canadians and 

Americans in our midst . If we are against racialism then we must be 

against all brands of raciali sm and not just against one aspect of it. 

Mr. Issa then goes on to a ver y crucial point . He says we 

cannot make a success of Jamaica if we pretend we have a countr y 

somewhere else . To me this is one of his key statements . To do any-
or 

thing pr operly, to make a success of anything , a man ¢..,1..,t. woman must 

devote a l l his or her skills and enegries to the job in hand . If you 

are holding down a job but you are just waiting for the chance t o 

move on to another one you ar e not going to make much of an effort 

with the job in hand . You ar e going to do it any old how while wait i rg 

for the next one . I think that all the people who are dreaming of 

Africa as home are doing just this . I think they are selling J a maica 

terribly short : and this is one of t he big challenges of the times 

here in Jamaica . To morrow I tell you of some other challenges, so 

till then , goodnight . 

• 
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The Challenge of the ~imes (2) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Friday Dec 23 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: Last night I told you of some of the mains points 

that struck me about Mr . Abe Issa 1 s article : 'The Times are very 

Dangerous '. The thing I likeed about this article was the fiarness 

and honesty with which ~.r. Issa faced the challnge of the times . He 

did not plead or argue for the interests of any special section of tre 

community. He faced what he regards as a disturbing situation in a 

completely honest manner. And I know that Abe Issa was expressing the 
responsible 

disturbed feelings of very many/citizens from every walk of life in 

the Jama ican co mmunity. He called on every citizen to assume the 

responsibilities of citizensh i p . Without assuming those responsib i lit'es 

we cannot and will not build a good society in Jamaica . 

I t hink it is very interesting and in keeping with t his time of 

the year that we should all take stock of ourselves, both as individuil..s 

and as a community. And also on Monday of this week Mr. Manley did 

a job of stocktaking when he addressed the special meeting of the 

Kingston and St. Andrew Corporation Council . The meeting was to elect 

a Deputy Mayor and Mr . Balfour Barnswell was unani mous ly elected to 

tha t po st in place of Mr ; Ben Bygrave . 

In his speech ~.r . anley dealt with the problems of discipline 

and responsibility among t hose who are the leaders of the community 
• 

and I think he said something of really grea t importance when he used 

these words, and now I am quoting Mr. Manley's o~m words. He sa id: 

"If t here is l a ck of di sc i pline at the top , dQ not be surprised if 

the people below disintegrate n their appreciation for what i s 

r equired i n the good citizen". Those are Manley's own words. 
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He then went on to say that no one who has /following the affairs 

of local government over the past year can feel happy about every­

thing that has gone on. All we hav e to do is to think back to the 

ijquabbles nd wrangles and the cussings and the name-callings that 

have taken place in Pari sh Councils up and down the island to know 

how true this is. The leading citizens in our community have not 

a lways set for us, the ordinary people, an example of good manners 

and good behaviour . Often their manners have been bad and their 

behaviour deplorable. 

I am very glad Manley · talked of this because it might make some 

people take a good look at themselves . Very often I have heard 

well-to-do, well-off, educated people deploring the bad manners 

and l ack of discipline in the country. And nearly always they have 

blamed the poorer people for this . Some times they have not said it 

in so many words, but they always made you understand that the f ault 

was with the masses . This is what Abe Issa called always finding 

someone else to blame . Well, I think Jamaica ' s middle classes, I t hirk 

Jamaica's civic leaders, I think those who shape Jamaica's public 

opinion - I think we have all been equally to blame for the lack 

of courtesy and the thoughtlessness and the crudeness and the bad 

manners which have crept into Jamaican daily life . Everyone is pushirg 

forward, everyone wants to get there first; no one wants to s t and and 

wait . And others see us being agrressive and assertive and they say 

to themselves: "the only way you can get anywhere is by pushing" and 

so t hey start to push too and we all try t o walk over each other . 

ow how do we get out of this jungle situation? I ' ll t ry to answer 

that tomorrow , so till tnen , goodnight . 
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The Challenge of t ~ 0 Times (3 ) 

NEWS CO TARY 
For t ransmi s sion on 
Sat ur day Dec 24 at 6 . 15p . m 
Pet er Abrahams speaki ng 

Good evening : I ended my comments l a s t night by asking how can 

we get out of t h is jungle situation in which ever y man i s out for 

h imself no mat ter over whos e face he walks . 

I do not t h ink there is an ea sy answer to t h is . No government 

can pass any l aw to make us t houghtful and considerate of each ot her; 

no police for ce in the world can instil a sense of responsibility in 

us . The fear of punishment may prevent us from doing certain things ; 

but laws, f ears and punishments cannot, by thems elves , make good 

c iti zens . Only a spirit of patriot ism and a sense nat ional communi t y ­

feel i ng can do that ; and that can only come from inside t he hearts 

and minds of a people . The challenge of the times f or us , it seems 

to me , is how to bring out this sp irit of patr iotism and nat ional 

community feeling in each i ndividual in our society . 

To bring out this spirit we have to get our va l ues right . We 

must cu t wealth e.nd money down its proper s ize. We must s t op mea suri~ 

success by the s ize of a person bankroll . Instead, l et us measure a 

per son's success by t he contri but i on t hey make to the communit y. By 

t h i s standard we would give more honour to a real l y good teacher 

t han t o a merchant who just piles up a fortune . Now I am not sayi ng 

we must make a virtue of poverty . I see no virtue in poverty. I th ink 

we must get rid of t he kind of poverty t hat is still a l l too common 

in Jamaica . What I am saying is that t h e i dea of service to the 

community should become more i mpor nt than the i dea of getting a s 

rich as you can as f as t a s you can . What i s wr ong wi t h us today is 

that we j udge a man not by what h e i s but by wha t h e has . 
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Money has become a sort of standard of judgement of a person' s worth , 

and heaven only knows how wrong we are about thi s . Of cour se we will 

all go on trying to get as much as we can , and there is nothing wrong 

wit h that , 'hut money is not and should not be made a yardstick of 

success or failure . Only service to the community should be given 

that high honour . 

ext, I think we should sort out our values on t his question of 

equality . I believe that all men ar e equal in i gnity before the 

law and before ~od . I believe we should all re~pect the God9given 

di~ity of each human being . But I know that all men are not equal 

in talent and ability . We do not all have the same gifts . The really 

· ood master mason who knows his job and takes pride in it can do 

something that you and I cannot do, so we are not his eqaals as masons 

His is a special ability which makes him our superior at the business 

of being a mason . And so each man and woman and child has his or her 

own special gift in which he or she is superior to the rest of us. 

There is something in which each of us is the superior of the rest . 

The one thing in which we are equal is in our dignity as human beings. 

I t hink if we understand this much of the envy and bitterness will 

go out of our society . And then, we must create a greater social 
c~ 

equality. We 1never all be rich but we can reach a point wh ere no one 

is hungry and homeless . These points, I think will help us ~ f ace 

and solve the challenge of tbe times . And t here is one other: I know 

no land as beautifu and as deserving of a great love and loyalty as 

is this island and I think we want t o build a pride in Jamaica and 

in being Jamaicans. Good.night . 
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Round- up of Year' s ~ain Evenms (1 ) 

N EvvS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Monday Dec 26 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening : This is the last week of 1960 - the last week of 

the old year that is now dying . What sort of a year was it? What we:re 

the impor tant things that happened this year? I hope you will agree 

with me that it might be a good idea to do a sor t of round-up of the 

main happenings of this year which is now dying . Of course , it will 

not be possible to cover everything in six brief commentaries between 

now and Saturday; but I think we can pick out the highlights as they 

were reflected by my day- by- day comments on events of this year that 

is now dying . 

You may remember that I first started giving you these commentar.ec 

on the 29th of February, the day before our local government electiora 

This means that by Saturday, the end of this week which is also the 

end of this year , I will have given you 264 daily news commentaries . 

There were three big news items in that first week of my news comments. 

There were the local government elections in which we had a much 

better turn-out of voters than all the experts forecast. Then there 

was the public debate on whet her dog racing should be allowed i n 

Jamaica or not . As you know, the opponents of dog r acing won that 

particular debate, when the government under strong pressure decided 

against permitting dog· racing in J amaica . In the same week I also 

commented on Mr. Glasspole ' s speech at the Bethlehem Training College 

when he talked about the great shortage of teachers . µ,r . Glasspole 

said that between 1960 and 1967 we should produce 1,994 new trained 

t eachers and t hat t his would br ing our total number of teachers up 

6 , 181 by 19670 But by that time there would be 333 , 000 children a t 
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school and we would need at l eas t 6,952 teachers to deal adequately 

with them . This in turn meant we would be short of 771 teachers by 

1967 . Indeed, I think the problems of our educational system and 

especially the shortage of teachers was one of the most important 
• 

news events of the year . You will remember that hardly a month passm 

without my making some comment on education . I think the government, 

and especially Mr . Glasspole, has done a first class job in educaticn. 

But the problem is big and I will not consider it solved until every 

child in this island can be assured a decent education up to school 

leaving level . 

On March the 7th I told you about the birth control pill which 

was being produced by a firm of British drug ho6ses . According to 

the forecasts at the time this pill should be on the market abou t 

June of 1961 and will be sold for a penny . You will remember that 

when I told you about the pill I also told you that in every second 

of the day three children were being born somewhere in the world; I 

told you that a hundred and eighty children were born every minute ani 

that from the moment I begin one of these comments till the moment I 
about 

stop/720 children are born in the world . About that number will have 

been born this evening by the time I stop talking. So the world's 

population problem and birth control was a very big and a very 

controversial topic almost from the start of this year - as it has 

been for many years . It was also early in March that the Federal 

scene began to get exciting that Africa began to hit the headlines . 

I will tell you about these tomorrow evening; so till then, goodnigh 
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No 260 Year ' s Round- up (2) 

NEWS COMMENTARY 
For transmission on 
Tuesday Dec 27 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

%NE~E Good evening : There were three important events on the 

Federal scene in March . Mn . Manley , as you know , had gone to England 

to f i nd out from the British Government what conditions any country 

had to fulfil to become an independent member of the British 

Commonwealth . The conflicting views held by the Government of Jamaica 

and the Government of Trinidad had reached a point where things 

looked really bad . Dr. Eric Williams had argued strongly for a 

Federation in which the Federal Government had powers to direct and 

co - ordinate the economic affairs of all the units . Mr . Manley and 

practically all Jamaica had argued for a weak ~ERt~E central Federal 

Government which would not interfere with the internal economy of 

this is l and . In March Mr. Manley tabled a Ministry Paper setting 

out Jamaica ' s position . In this Paper Mr. Manley made two key 

proposals: the first one was that there must be equality of 

representation : this meant that since Jamaica had half the powulation 

of the Wes t Indies she should have roughly half the representation 

in the Federal Parliament , His second proposal was that Jamaica 

should have complete control over her own economic affairs . There 

were other proposals but these were the crucial ones . Mr . Manley 

said that if these proposals were accepted Jamaica would play her 

full part in the Federation; if not , then Jamaica would go it alone . 

The other important federal development in March was the 

blistering attack Sir Grantley Adams made on Dr . Eric Williams in 

which Adams accused Williams of being untruthful and of revealing 

confidential information. In contrast t o the savagery of the Adams 
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attack Williams was surprisingly mild in his reply . 

The third important Federal item in March was when the United 

States gave the Federal Government a 2½ million dollar grant for 

the Federal Development Loan and Guarantee Fund . The British Governnmt 

had contributed l½ million dollars to this fund and the Federal 

Government itself had provided a million dollars and this five - million 

dollar fund was to be used to help development programmes in the 

unit territories . Both Britain and the United States were doing their 

best to help strengthen the federal centre . 

On the local scene here in Jamaica March saw the big rum deal 

which merged the rum companies of Wray and Nephew , Captain Morgan and 

Edwin Charley into the giant £5 million Consolidated International 

Corporation . At the time I told you that this was something new in 

Jamaica and an interesting sign of the times . I also told you that 

we now had a virtual monopoly in Jamaica's rum business and I 

expressed my fears about a possible rise in the price of rum . This, 

as you know, has now come to pass . It was also in March that I told 

you that the decision to shut down the Rose Hall factory at the end 

of this year ' s sugar crop meant t hat we could expect difficult days 

ahead for the sugar industry . As you know these difficult days are 

on us now . 

But I think the news which dominated the world in March was the 

mass racial killings in South Af rica when over 150 people were shot 

down in cold blood by the racialist rulers of that tragic land . 

In April we had the first warnings of the Rasta troubles; but I 11 

tell you about that tomorrow , so till t hen , goodnight . 
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No 261 Year ' s Round-up (3) 

NEWS COMMEl.\fTARY 
For transmission on 
Wednesday Dec 28 at 6 . 15pm 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: April began with a bit of a sensation. R.J.R.'s 

early morning newa had a scoop story . The· story was that Mr. Wills 

Isaacs , the Minister of Trade and Industry , had been expelled from 

the P. N.P ' s East Central Kingston Constituency organisation of which 

he was the chairman . That evening I commneted on the matter and 

told you that since Mr . Isaacs was elected to the chairmanship of 

the constituency party by an annual conference he could only be 

removed by an annual conference . The national executive of the P. N.P. 

later confirmed this view of mine when it dealt with the matter of 

the expulsion of Mr . Isaacs. But this was only the opening shot in 

the power struggle which was then brewing inside the P . N. P . 

On April 6th I told you about the successful ending of the B. G. 

Constitutional Conference in London . Under this new constitution 

B. G. will get full internal self- government in Agust of next year. 

On April 11th we had another sensational when David Pratt, a white 

South African, fired three shots into the head of Dr . Hendrik Verwoero, 

the South African race hating Prime Minister . ~ ually sensationally, 

~~rwoerd did not die inspite of the three bullets in his head . 

April was also the month when we had the Gleaner strike; it was the 

month of taxes when everybody has to pay up; we learnt to live withott 

the Gleaner and our two radio stations kept us intouch with what was 

happening; on Good Friday I told you a little fable about the people 

who are forever wanting to change the beautiful old names for new 

ones that are unimaginative and ugly; the citizens of Kingston 

were getting fed to their teeth with the dirt and rubbish and shoddy 

service the ,rere getting from our public cleansing department and 
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I should like to think that my comments on this had something to do 

with the shake- up that took place later . We are still not getting the 

service we are entitled to but I think the K.S.A.6 is at last making 

a genuine effort. 

The big news in April was the Rasta business and I first commente( 

on it on April 25th. The events at Rosalie Avenue had led to the 

Rev . Claudius Henry and some of his followers being arrested and sinoo 

their trial was pending I would have committed contempt of court if 

I had made any comment on either Mr. Henry or on what had gone on 

at Rosalie-Avenue . But I did comment on the Ras Tafarian movement . 

And it was on the following evening, the evening of .April 26th, that 

I first asked the question which became lo very important to us later. 

I asked: What makes a Rasta a Rasta? 

You will remember I spent much time dealing with the Rasta 

problem and you will remember that there was a great unrest in the 

land . Hundreds of acres of cane were completely burnt out on the 

plains of Vere, and many people allowed panic to take the place of 

reason and some people talked of putting all the Rastas into prison 

or giving them other such rough treatment . But the question remained; 

What makes a Rasta a Rasta and a great deal had to happen before we 

finally faced that question honestiy and with open minds . 

Early in May the Russians shot down the U- 2 Spy plane and Khrushchev 

gave the West a tremendous propaganda licking . Then Ghana became a 

republic with Nkrumah as President; and there was a terrible earthquae 

in Chile . Farly in June the price of beef was decontrolled and Busta 

dropped his great federation bombshell . Tomorrow I will continue my 

round-up for the year, so till then, goodnight . 
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NEWS COMMENTARY 
For tran smission an 
Thursday Dec 29 at 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Years Round-up '4) 

Good evening : I n terms of the news June was really a crowded 

month . Things happened all the time ; and the things that happened 

were i mpo r tant , both here at home and abroad . As I told you last 

night, we were hit by the de-control of the price of beef in June, 

and Bus t a dropp ed his great f ederation bombshell . Some of you may 

r emember t hat I first discussed the lifting of price controls from 

beef on Jun e the f i r st . I feared then that the price of beef would 

go up ; and I r eminded you about what had happened to rents when 

t he new _pr operty t ax increase came into being on the first of April. 

You remember how rents shot up . In the weeks that followed the same 

thing happened with beef . I was very proud of the way in which the 

anger of the housewives spilled over at this new rise in the cost of 

living; I was proud of the concerted stand they took which forced 

the price of beef down to a reasonable level again . 

And then , on Thursday, the 2nd of June, I discussed Sir 

Alexander Bustamante ' s resignation from the leadership of the 

Democratic Labour Party of the West Indies . Busta , you will remember, 

made this move on the eve of the St . Thomas federal elections . Busta 

said that he had taken this step so that, and now I am quoting his 

own words: so that '1Jamaica, the West Indies and the world must 

understand that our decision that Jamaica should secede from the 

Federation of the West Indies is irrevocable" . This meant that the 

J.L . P . which had as much of a share in taking Jamaica into the 

federation, had finally decided that it wanted no part of Federation . 
political 

And this created a completely new/situation in Jamaica . Th e next 
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Manley announced to Jamaica and to the world that there would be 

a Ref er endum on whether Jamaica should stay in the federation or 

get out of it . In other words , we , t he people, were to decide if 

we want to stay in the Federation or not . And I think the day of 

dec is i on i s not more than six months ahead of us now . 

You wi l l r emember that I gave a lot of time to discussing the 

quest ion of t he r efer endum i n the days that ~ollowed; I did this 

because I am conv i nced t hat whatev$r we , the voter s , decide on this 

qu estion is going to a f fact the future of the people of Jamaica for 

generations to come . I told you at the time that I saw what happened 

t hat week a s a po int of departure , a point of no return; that what 

had happened repr esented as clear a break with the past as anything 

that has ever happened ~efore in the history of Jamaica; I told you 

I thought it was impossible for us to go back to a point before that 

week again. And I said I thought it right and proper that this 

dramatic and decisive break with t he past should have been made by 

the two men who have had so much to do wi th t he creating of Jamaica 

as we know it today . This decision to have a referendum was , I 

think, a very high point in political development in Jamaica and the 

West Indies in 1960; a~d this took place in the crowded month of Jun~ 

Then we had a visit from the Colonial Secret ary , Mr . Ian Macleod 

who charmed all the West Indian political leaders; and we a l so had 

the first meetings of the Board of Inquiry i nto the printing dispute 

which had caused the Gleaner s t rike : t here were cri ses i n Turkey and 

Japan • ••• But time ' s up , s o t i ll tomorrow, goodni ght . 
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Friday Dec 30 a t 6 . 15p . m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Year ~ s Round-up (5) 
' 

Good ewening: Our news round- up for the year is still in t he 

crowded month of June , ;960 . On the 14th of June I told you how a 

daring party of Jewish secret agents had captured Ado lf Eichmann and 

spirited him out of Argentina and into Israel to be tried as a mass 

murderero Eichmann, I told you , had been responsible for the deat hs 

of more t han five million Jews in Hitler ' s Germany . 

On June 18th I told you about Mr . Morris Cargill ' s resignation 

from the Federal Parliament . Mr . Cargill also r esigned from the 

Jamaica Labour Party at the time though he kept this a secret becau99 

he did not want to embarrass the J .L.P . at a particularly awkward tirre. 
same 

And on the/evening of June 18th I conducted the first Forum on 

Federation in which Mr . Manley and Senator Douglas Judah took part . 

Then, on June 20th, I told you about Guinea and the Congo. The 

little indpendent republic of Guinea, thanks l argely to the meanness 

and political stupidity of the French, had become the first communist 

dominated African state . And the people of the Congo, who had mHiimEJE: 

deliberately been kept in complete political ignorance by the Belgians 

were celebrating their approaching independence with murder, arson, 

riots and tribal clashes; and the name o\f Patrice Lumumba, an obscure 

postal c lerk who had spent six months in jail for thiefing £800, 

became headline news throughout the world . Th is unhappy news out 

of Africa alarmed and disturbed those of us who are of African origin 

or of African desc ent. But Africa was stepping on the world stage 

with a vea geanc e , and soon the great good news out of Africa balanced 

and outweighed the bad news . Towards the end of the year Afr ica had 

become a mo minating force in world affairs and I think we can hon es t:W 
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and fairly say that in i nternational affairs 1960 was the year of 

the Africans. 

Then we came to the year's most dramatic and disturbing events 

here in Jamaica . Early on the morning of Tuesday June 21st military 

trucks loaded with soldiers and police made their way to the fo othills 

of St . Andrew to the Red Hills area . They were on a large-scale raid 

to the Beleveraiez area of Red Hills where it was ected that 

Rastafarians had stored away arms and ammunition . Suddenly, five 

young soldiers were ambushed. One was shot dead on the spot and 

three others were gr avely injured: and then the greatest manhunt 

in the history of modern Jamaica was on . A handful of American 

Negroes from the slums of ew York had smuggled arms into the island 

with the idea pf stirring up rebellion and revolution; and they had 

chosen J amaica ' s Rasta movement as the most likely means through 

to spread their ideas for a revolution of race and colour in Jamaica . 

Why did they choose the Rasta movement? And this leads right back to 

the old question: what makes a Rasta a Rasta? And so we had the days 

of shock and alarm and the wild manhunt through the fields and hills 

and gullies which ended outside Sligoville with the capture of the 

handful of American Negroes who had come here and killed and cast the 

shadow of fear over this peaceful island . 

And on the last day of the eventful month of June Castro' s Cuba 

seized an American oil company and set off on a campaign of 

nationalising foreign businesses . • 
After June the news of July was mild; ana then in August we had 

the report of the Rastafari movement from the university . This expla:hB< 

what makes a Rasta a Rasta and many of us didn ' t like the truth of i~ 

Then the Magnet bus company closed down . I ' ll sum up the year 

tomorrow, so till then, goodnight . 
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Saturday Dec 31 at 6.15p.m 
Peter Abrahams speaking 

Good evening: As I feared, ladies and gentlemen, it has no t bem 

possible for me to run right through the whole of this year in thi s 

round-up of the important events of 1960. There 

time. But I have deliberately concentrated on 

was not enough 

part of the 

year because that is further away from us and we may have forgotten 

some of the earlier events. 

I think June was the most important and the most eventful month 

of .1960 for us. 1'ore news of basic importance took place in June 

than in any other single month of the year. The things that happened 

in June - t he question of t he Referendu~, the Sligoville affair and 

the Rasta crisis - these things made us think and examine ourselves 

and made us ask questions about our society . There were other importat 

events after June, of course. There was the coming of mechanisation 

mo oub sugar industry ; there was the new farm development progr amme; 

there were the developments in the labour move~ent ; the power strugg1:e 

in the two parties; the growing road accidents; the coast of living; 

t he discussion of the rising tide of race and colour fee ling; the 

rise in the price of bread ; the government ' s decision to buy up 

squatter land for low cost housing projects; the American Presidential 

elections; and, more recently, the settlement of the leased bases 
• issue . This was part of the pattern of the serious news that unfolde:1 

during the years . 

There were the lighter touches too - even though these did not 

make the headlines . Do you remember when I told you of the news from 

South India which sa i d that mermaids were real and some of my young 

bacherlor friends wante0 to go to India to see for themselves? And 
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do you remember the scarifying story of the world getting to a point 

where there are only women in it and no men? And from time to time 

I have talked about the small and cheerful things that do not make 

the news headlines but which are so important . 

All this, the serious and the tragic, the light and the gay, 

have been a part of the pattern of 1960 . 

And now it is only a few more hours to the end of 1960 . In less 

than four hours ' time we will be celebrating the coming of the New 

Years . So what do we want to say finally for 1960? And what do we 

h ope for 1961? 

On a political level I think the worse thing that happened in 

1960 was the Sligoville affair . On the economic level the r ise in 

the cost of living was drea , especially for the poorer sections . 

My own hates of 1960 were the rise in the price of bread and the 

spending of £37,000 on a house for Governor of the Bank of J amaica . I 

think this last was wanton extravange . I think there is still too 

much poverty and homelessness . 

The most hopeful thing was a growing consc_iousness that we are 

all our brothers' keepers and the government ' s decision to· do somethin 

big about low-cost housing . And for me the biggest gain of 1960 was 

'the feeling of a growing civic consciousness; .the feeling that all 

sections of our community are becoming more mature and balanced in 

their judgements of important issues . And for the New Year my hope 

"' 

is for more opportunity for everyone in our society to live a fuller 

and richer and more rewarding life in the year ahead . So, to all of~, 

with thanks for listening to me , I bffer the hope of a really 

prosperous and happy New Year . 

Goodnight . 
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