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NEWS COMMENTARY
For transmission on
Thursday December 1lst at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking
3 . 3
’ =
v Good evening: On Tuesday evening of this week the radios of all

the.world carried the news of the death of the Amerigan ﬁegro writer,
Richard Wright., Wright’s books have been translaté&“into almost
‘every'language in the world and people in almost:lxgry country have
read them, And just as his books have gone around the world, so the
news of his death from a heart attack in Paris has echoed around

the world,

I knew Wright very well, I thiﬁk I was the very first non=-
American real friend he made.e, I introduced him to the late George
Padmore and a whole host of “African political leaders, And I think
I was also the first te 1ﬂ%roduce him to a number of West Indlan
writers after the sé&eond world war, We first met in Paris in 1946
and our last mgeting was in Ghana in 1952-53, when, in true Rasta
spirit Wright héd gone to Africa to see if he could make his home
there., I think Wright's visit to Ghana was one of his most unhappy
experiences, Like 6ur Rastas he had looked on Africa as the mother
country; and like them he thought ongoing to Africa as going home,
But when he got there it was not at all what he expected, The ways
were strange and different to him, The food made him slck, He could
not understand the customs of the people, And they could not under=-
stand him, Many Ghanaian customs disgusted him. And I remember
meeting him one sunny morning in Accra for breakfast and throughout
our very American breakfast he kept complaining that although he was
black and they were black, he could not understand them and they

could not understand him, That, I think, hurt him very much because



he really wanted to understand thef Africans and to be understood by
them. But colour, being black, was not as important for the Africans
of Ghana as it was for Wright., The Africans of Ghana had hardly any
‘ experience of colour bars and discrimination, and so colour was not
important to them. If Wright was black, why, there werg'millions of
other black folk all around them so why should theysbother about one
more, <

But for Wright being black was important. Heé had been born in
the American segregationist state of Missigsippl and he had known
discrimination and prejudice from childhood to manhood. He had been
abused and insulted and race hatredyhad purned itself into his soul.
He had known hunger and misery and t;: way he saw it he had suffered

these things because of his colour. His first book, Uncle Tom's

Children was a record ofethe suffering and misery of the black folk

&N
in the United States.' And Native Son, was an angry and bitter book

about racialism, made\Richard Wright rich and famous and he took a
great leap from poverty to riches and respect. I do not think any
American Negro\writer has recelved from the American péople the
wealth, the honour and the respect that they gave to Wright after
NativeLSeg and his autoblography, Black Boy. But by this time Wright
had grown so bitter that he never returned to his native land., And
since Ghana had disappointed him too, he lived out his life in France
where he died last Tuesday. Richard Wright was a fine writer who made
an important contribution to Negro writing. I think that if he had bem
able to control his racial bitterness I think he might have made an
even more important contribution to world writing. But he has made

his contribution, so let him rest in peace, Goodnight,



WS No 239 1) West Indian News
. 2) Price of brea
3) The Police & the public

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Friday Dec 2nd at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I hope most of you have listened to tihe 'West
Indiean News' which began on Monday to come over this, station at five
o'clock every evening from Monday to Friday. ILs/think this is one of
the mogt important and intersting radio evepts that has ever taken
place, I think a point some people may have missed about this new
news service is this: when you here dn)Jamaica listen to this five
o'clock news, listeners in Trinidad, \listerners in Barbadogs, listermrs
in British Guianay, and listeners Imsmost of the small islands -
which tune in to Radio Trinddads-"hear exactly the same news, read
by the same voices, at the, csgdme time that you hear it, Just think of
it for little: across‘thousands of miles, across the Caribbean sea,
we are all listening to» the same news at the same time, The thing
that we of the British West Indies have in common at the moment is
that we know\senlittle of what goes on in each other's territories;
Trinidadians.\

€ are o Ignorant of whaﬁ goes on in Jamaica, Barbados and British
Guiana; Jamaicans are so ignorant of what goes on in the other

three centres; and the Guianese in turn are ignorant of what goes on
in the islands, And nothing }eeds prejudice and misunderstand as
much as ignorance., I think this West Indian News Service is an importan
move to overcome our mutual ignorance, and that is a very important
thing. So try to listen in at five every evening. I think you will
find it both interesting and worthwhile,

And now to bread once more, I see that housewives are protesting

at the increased price of bread. I am very glad., I think our



merchants and traders will think twice before putting up prices if
they know that they are likely to come up against an alert public
opinion, I think it is important for housewives to insist that
nobody holds them up to ransom by charging unreasonable prices,

But I believe that there are merchants and traders who could
not care less about public opinion. And I am now begimming to
believe that our bakers are in this class, Their(attitude seems to
be one of saying to themselves: "Don't mind théir fuss, let us just
keep quiet and their fuss will pass away soon',, I} hope the housewives
will prove them wrong. I am still feeling/strongly about this
business and the price and weight of{bread. The bakers said that
both prices and weight will go up. fitold you about the crsipy that
cost me 1/3d and still weighed only 12 ounces. Well, I've bought
another one at the beginning of this week. I still paid 1/3d and
it still weighed only J@e oﬁnces. And yet the bakers said the weight
would go up to 16 odnGes when the price went up to 1/3d. I think this
is a piece of stral¥ghtforward bad faith on the part of this particular
baker., I think that if the bakers cannot or will not keep to the
welghts that tHLy have announced themselves, then it is up to the
consumers 1o Imkrmdmme call on the government to introduce welght and
price regulations for the baking industry. That seems the only way in
which the consumer can be sure of not being sold short.

Finally, it is most.alarming to read and hear of police rough
handling of citizens. This is not good for the building up of law and
order in this society. The police are the servants of the public; not

the masters. It is time someone in authority told thém this.

Goodnight,



No!xo House for the Governor of
- the Bank of Jamal 1.

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Saturday Bec 3rd at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: This evening I want to talk about something very

serious and very delicate. It is the sort of thing e)to talk
about because a person is involved and because 1t\ to arouse
strong feeling, and I want to hurt neither th nor to arouse

strong feelings. And yet I feel this is so 1 nt that it would
be wrong for me to keep silent about it
As I am sure most of you know t for the setting up of the

Central
/Bank of Jamaica was passed in Jum is yearg. And as I sure most

of you also know, Mr, S.W. Payton s been appointed the first
Governor of the Bank of Ja QSE?~6n October the 1lst of this year
the Board of Governors e Bank was appolnted: these are:
Mr. Egerton Richard e Financial Secretary, Sir Robert Barker,
Mr. Harry Dayes, > lan Shaw Campbell, Mr. S%aqley Motta and WMr,
G.G.R. Shar .‘\ﬁgsse ére all solid and respected citizens in the
Jamaicanm Q@ty ;

N there is no question about our needing this Bank of Jamaica,
It will be the most important financial institution in the country
and it is right that it should be & national institution, regulating,
controlling and keeping a watch on the nation's finances, And I for
my part think that Mr, Payton is an admirable choice to head the
bank., So much for the background to what I have to say.

During the course of this week I discoverdéd that a house is beilrg
bought for Mr, Payton. Nothing wrong about that., Mr, Payton and
his family have to live somewhere and as Governor of the Bank of

Jamaica he has to live at a certain standard. He will have to



entertain as the head of the banking community in Jamaica; and he
would also have to entertain distinguished financial figures from
abroad, so he has to have a very nice house, reflecting the important
position he occupies.

But the house which is being bought for Mr, Payton costs
£37,600; and £37,000 in any man's language is a very 'wr€at deal of
money ., Now this would be none of my bisiness andnese of your
business if it were private money. But it 1is not Drivate money. It
is public money; it is taxpayers' money. And &;‘B taxpayer I feel
that spending £37,000 to buy a house foX the Governor of the Bank
of Jamaica, is too much., I think it 4s/jat Qeast £17,000 too much.
Since I heard this news I have been shduting around a little and I
got the impression that the homes of the heads of the commerecial
banks are in the region of“£20~25,000, That 1is very high, but that
1s private money. And Jin any case, what standards are we going to
use? Would the Governor of the Bank of'Jamaica enjoy less prestige
or status if he lived 1In a £15-20,000 house? How do you measure
status and prestige. Does anybody respect Mr, Manley any the less
because he does not live in a palace with a swimming pool in his
yard? We have not spent that kind of money on Mr. Manley,

Now let me make one thing clear, I do not think Mr, Payton is
responsible for this fantastic buy. From the very little I've seen
of him he struck me as a modest, unassuming sort of person. I think
he is the sort of person who will earn his prestige and his status
by the kind of job he does and I think that is the way he would like
it. I think it was someone else's idea and I think it was a most
unfortunéte one, Too many Jamaicams are living on too little for
this sort of extravagance to be allowed to pass unnoticed, I hope

there is time to cancel this 37,000 buy. Goodnight,



No 241 y Good Manners

NEWS COMMENTARY -
For transmission on

Monday Dec 5 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: In my mail last week was a very important letter
from a lady who lives on the North Coast. The letter ‘;Eg>to me by
registered mail, and in it was a ten shilling notgg%‘ fore I go on

e

to what was in the letter I should like first Q§ le the question
of the poney because I think it is very imp that this should
be clearly understood. -

Now in the course of doing thes ntaries many ideas and

many suggestions come from liste er& metimes a listener brings
N

a case to my attention and somet this case concerns the person

who has brought it to my atte on, If I am satisfied that =zxEzxEX

the person concerned h en wrongly or badly treated, I try to do
something about it. I succeed in getting this bad thing made
right then, of ¢ he person concerned will benefit. This some=-

times happens a\i& individual people and it sometimes happens with
business gs“or other organisations. And, of course, it is natural
and human r people to want to express their thanks if you do
something for them, So I soﬁetimes have people offering me money

or offering me money for having done them a service, And every time
anybody offers me money or anything else because of what I héve done
over the radio, I have turned it down firmly, I have refused to

accept a penny in money or even the smallest gift. I have done this
because I know that I would be doing something very wrong if I accepte
any gift from anybody. Whatever I do, whatever I say, I say and do

for what I believe to be the good of the community as a whole; I do

not serve any private individual or the interests of any group. And



in order to go on doing this kmreExkX as honestly and fairly and
fearlessly as I can, I must not and will not accept anything from
anybaédy. Radio Jamaica pays me for what I do and it is only from
them that I have any moral right to accept payment. So please, do
not send me any money or offer me anything to do somet . If you
have a just and reasonable case I will do whatever %)r you
without expecting anything, If your case 1is no nd reasonable
then I will not touch it even if you offer me une, So I will

o
gsend your money back to you, Miss Nelson 3;???111 comment on your

case because 1t seems reasonable to
Miss Nelson's case is that sh %to the Marrakesh Hotel

because she had been callﬁd/ to interview for a job. When she got
Lyare ot

there two of the hotel 'guar topped her and demanded to see the

letter calling her to t view, She showed it to them., They

questioned her in an ﬁ\ d sort of way and then made her hang
about for a long  ti ere was nowhere for her to sit and when she
she asked for se she was told to go out to the gate and wait
thetre, Thi qg}%fused to do because she Felt she being treated
in a vernD and rude fashion, and her letter makes me agree with
her.i&?iZZ end, after a lot more standing about, she saw the manager
but did not get the jJob., Now it seems to me that the point about
Miss Nelson's case is a point of good manners, Do you and I have to
put up with bad manners just because we are looking for a job? I don%t
think so, I don't think any working man or woman is any less of a
human being than any boss in Jamaica, I think there is too much off-
hand bad manners to working people and I think it is time this was
stopped. This business of treating people with respect, of showing

good manners may seems small but I think it is very important for

the good of this country. Goodnight.
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: 2) Chaguaramas Tall

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Tuesday Dec 6 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Friday morning of last week Mr, Robert
Bradshaw, the Federal Minister of Finance, told the Fedepad Parliament
that he was leaving Federal polities. I am sure th@&tsthose of you
who listened to me two days earlier - on Wednegday Nevember 30th -
were not surpirsed by the news of Mr., Badshamw!s decision, You will
remember it was on Wednesday of last week 2 tyo days before Mr,
Bradshaw made his announcement = that I_teld you he was very unhappy
in Trinidad and that he was likely teo, quit the Federal scene. But
let me be quite honest with you; T did not expect him to make the
announcement so soon after J foreeast it.

Now what does this mean*for the Federation? Are we seeing a
sort of break=-up of .the Federal Government?

When I talke@wabowt this on Wednesday I told you that relations
between the Federal government and the Trinidad government are not
very happy. T ﬁgld you that there was a lot of face and dignity
involved in the scraps which flare up from time to time between .
Sir Grantley Adams and Dr, Eric Williams., I told you that Dr, Willias
was often impatient with what the Federal government did and did not
do. And I think that Sir Grantley Adams has often felt that Eric
Williams was a brash young upstart. Mr, Bradshaw is very loyal to
Sir Grantley. Mr. Bradshaw believes that if you are in a team you must
back your captain all the way and so he has taken up many of Sir
Grantley's battles with Dr., Williams,

But I think it would be a mistake to think that the clash of

personalities and the question of status and face is the whole story.



There are people inside the ruling Federal Labour Party as well as
people inside the opposition Democratic Labour Party who feel that
the Federal government has not performed as well as it could and
should have done., And these people tend to blame Sir Grantley Adams
for all the faults and weaknesses of the Federal gover t. And so
there 1s a strong pressure move to get rid of Sir a téé:>and have
him replace by Mr. Manley as Federal Prime Mini \ ese people
feel that the Federation would have been mu ther advanced today
if Mr. Manley had decided to go federal j§?€‘5f deciding to stay
at home, And they feel that even tod QT

nly person who can put

the Federation firmly on its feet a& e it a clear direction is

Mr, Manley. Even Dr. Eric wunws made it clear that he sees
Mr., Manley as the only man tJ:Epﬂd the Federation, And let us face
it, all this is known t rantley and his fellow Federal

Ministers. And this s<:::,f knowledge has a very unsettling effect
on them. They don't w where they are; they don't know what's
likely to hap : so there 1s a sense of uneasj)ness among them,

I thin his simply means we are coming to the end of one
phase g:::s al politics and getting ready for a new phase. I think
in the n stage we are likely to see a much stronger and much more
stable federal set-up. Both Sir Grantley and Mr., Bradshaw have had the
tough job of being the leaders of the transition period and that is
never easy.

(Ha gavramag
Finally, I am very happy that the difficult Cgauaramas issued
looks like being agreed on at last, I will talk about that at a later

date; so, for the presnt: Goodnight.



N5"243 The Price of bread »~d the
Role of Backbencher: in the House

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Wednesday Dec 7 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: I am very glad to see that this wHole question
of the price of bread is to be raised in the House £f Representatives,
Mr, Lynden Newland, the J.L.P.'s M.H.R. for Eastern\S%, Thomas has
put down eight questions for the Minister offgrade and Industry to
answer in the House, I congratulate Mr oNewland, I think he has
raised a matter which is of concern to eéer;%ody in Jamaica; and I
think he will find that we are all gratéful to him for raising
this matter in the nation's highest forum. I think we will all of
us look forward with very great»interest to the answers the Minister
gives to Mr. Newlandds questions. And I personally hope they will
be more than just answers) I hope that from the answers will come
action on the pari of \he Minister,

But you all knew what I think and feél about this bread price
buginess so \Inwlll not repeat my views again., What I want to do
instead is, to“raise a very importént side issue that came out of
this questfon of the price of bread; and this issue concerns the
P.N.P. members of the House of Representatives.

\ady 64
As you know, we have two parties in the House: the goé:ﬂgaeﬁt

party and the opposition party. Bxk;;knxpuxtxinnxni-};é4not everybody
in the majority party is a™ di H:; the government, The Ministers
and parliamentary secrbtarigs are members of the go%ernment and
whatever they say must express the government's official policy.

But the P.N.P. members who are not Ministers are in a slightly
different position. They must of course support the broad principles

and policies of the government because they were elected on the same



2

pyes 4%L;M;QL (2
party ticket as the men who the government. The policy of

the government 1is, in broadAOutline, the policy of their party.
But these backbencth.N.P. M.H.R.8 are also representatives of the
voters of their conétituencies. And on day-to-day matters such as
the price of bread they should speak up for thexr peoplg,in their
constituencies and for the country. I do not think cause they
are members of the party in power this should 1mp\ otal silence
on them., In the British Parliament members oi@lﬂacmillan's
Conservative party do not hesltate to ask qu g that are of
national concern., Sometimes they ask aw uestions of their own
government, They do not feel that ¢t @xuld leave all the questions
to the opposition. They feel tha t§ are helping their government
by publicly bringing to its e::aﬁrnmtters of public concern.

Now, I have said all t %ause I have been amazed at how
rarely P.N.P. backbeng:z:§ ave raised questions ‘such as the questiors

on the price of bre ed by Mr, Newland, I know P.N.P. M,H.R.s

who are Jjust as ¢ ned about it as Mr.fNewland. But we do not hear
from them, they think it would be disloyal to their party

to ask q ns of public interest in-gyblic? I do not think it
would éloyal at all. I think %-t w&ild ‘_r:>e good for our parliament,
I think it would be good for their party, and I think it would be
good for the country. ¢ .

1B kndw these M.H.R.s do a lot of good grivateiyork. But I think

it is important that we, the voters, should alSo'éée'them asking

some public questions, As well as being party men they are our . .

representatives too: so let us hear them somepim9$3 - Goodnight



E‘ No 244 Jamaica & the Refugees

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission on
Thursdgy Pec 8 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: On Tuesday of this week I took pag what I

think is one of the most important bublic meetings ever attended,

It was held at the Tom Redcam headquarters of th ajca Library
Service and it was not a big gathering, as pu etings go. I am
not sure that we had much more than about f . eople there, if as

many. And I am sure that any stranger w@ into that meeting

would have thought: what a small a portant meeting or, what

a strange bunch of people, or I ozggb what this little group is up
to., And, listening to what ty,the stranger m.}gh‘b have become
confused because nobody ma ‘gg;~étirring speeches, People spoke
quietly and briefly a<:::L e their plans in a most businesslike

manner, I am sure t nger, after looking in, would have dismisseal

*

this as a small . important affair.h

.

&
But he,o \e would have been wrong. That little group of peorple

in the all on Tuesday evening represented probably more
organisetions and more pegp{e thgn any othergsimilar group which

has met this year. The Jamaica Women's Federation, the largest and
most powerful body of Jamalcan womanhood, was represented; the Young
Women's Christian Associatﬁgéazgéaﬂ§£$s§§2ifdiL;Ealﬁzfzg}ic Women'g
organisation was represented;, é the Jamaila Christian Council was
represented; the United Natlons Associalion was represented; the
Jamaica Council of Voluntary Social Services was represented. And

I could go on and on and on listing the names of the organisations
that were represented at that small meeting of ours. Indeed, I think

that I was the only person there not representing some organisation;



but I should like to think that I was the sort of unofficial

representative of you good people who listen to me. Anyway, what I
am trying to make clear to you 1s that if there had been a stranger

looking in on that meeting he or she might have been misled by the

smallness of the gathering and quietness of the me o thinking
this was just another of those Xm unimportant 11 tlvings that go
on all the time, And of course he or she wou e been wrong.,

There were thousands and thousand of peopl d the small group

at the library. Now, what were these bout? What was the

business that had brought them toge@
They were there to set up ide Jamaica organisation

taking in all classes,all colours, 11 religious denominations. And

they were setting up this isation to do Just ohe special job.

And the special g national Council set itself is that between
now and the ’&i&e of February of next‘year it will raise the sum of
£10,000 ica's contribution towards helping to solve the

Refug preblem, This means that this national council, of which
Miss Nita Barrow is the Head, plans to naieeA£1O,OOO in about nine
weeks, And th idea is that this should not be an official effort.

We hope that the government will make its own contribution to the
Refugee problem but this is seen as a speclal effort made by the
people of Jamaica, But why should you make this effort? What have
the refugees to do with us? Is it any of our business? And what about
our own poverty and misery right at home? I will try to answer these

questions tomorrow; so till then, goodnight,



Jamaica & the Refu;ees (2)

NEWS COMMENTARY

For transmission &n
Friday Dec 9 at 6.15p.m
Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: You will remember I ended my comments last night

by asking : why should the people of Jamaica make an to raise
to do with us? Why should we make it any of o siness? And what
about our own poverty and misery right here aica?

I asked these questions because 1 @ here are many people
who will ask just these questions. not think we should ignore

these questions. I think they are v and I think they should be

£10,000 over the next nine weeks to help the refu%\sn. What have they

“answergd. But before I answer ghe t me tell you a little about

refuéees.
I think the first e ought to get quite clear in our minds

is Just what a ref -e I think the most important thing about

any refugee is t le fact that he or she is Just another human

being like y ‘d

A
this simpdle and they sometimes make 1t sound as though refugees

v

. Many people talking about reftigees often forget

are a ecial breed of animal., Refugees are human being%. They are
human beings who hafe no country, no home, no future and no hope

in very many cases, Thef are pgpple %ho have either fled from their
own countries or who have been driven out of their countries because
of racial or political or religious persecution, It is estimated
that there are between 20-30 million such people in the world today.
Some of them are white, some of them are brown and some of them are
black. Many of them are found in Europe; a very large ﬁumber of them
are found in Asia and the Middle East; and there 1is a growing number

of them in Africa, ©Some of these refugees are more fortunate than



others, The black political refugees from South Africa have been
welcomed in places like Ghana and Nigeria; and I have of course been
welcomed in Jamaica, Some Jewish refugees have found homes in Israel;
and both the United Kindom and the United States have helped all
kinds of refugees to a considerable extent. Britain hagstaken in
thousands and thousands of refugees from all over !;%:;1

d her
people have also raised nearly £10 million towarc\ d Refugee

Year., The United States has poured millions a lions of dollars
into the effort. But, as I have said, theke 8till 20-30 millions
of these people who can call no place o home,

" Now I think this is our busin ’@ ause they are human beings
like us, When we are in trouble; w@a hurricane hits us, the rest
of the. world does not say: 1 : syine of our business., You know this;
many of you have experienc ‘;E:.warmth of human response in times
of trouble, And we a@ our brother's keepers. I think the
poorest among us ha ething that magy of these refugees do not
have, and that is ense of belonging, a sense of home and of roots,
And that 1g.Ww these people do not have and that is what we can
help th get, Especially at this Christmas time, it seems to me
that @s a big challenge to the little people of Jamaica to show
that they care about lit}le people .e\{erywhere. So I hope that all
of you will contribute to this very special fund. No sum 1is too
small - if you can only ppare a penny it will be a blessed penny -

and no sum is too big. So, please send whatzzfr you can to:
The ]AMA/CA VAT O AL “uwtic Fyn

5 &wCAH Ch cedowinve

P€FULGEES /; }i C _ Jo Lncedowiniive

b 'me

And let us make this a really Christian Christmas by doing something

very much bigger than just taking care of ourselves, Goodnight,



W6 Christmas Bangers &.Stray Animals

NEWS COMMENTARY .
For transmission on

Saturday Dec 10 at 6.15p.m

Peter Abrahams speaking

Good evening: The Comissioner of Police, Mr, L.P.R. Browning
has 1issued a stern warning that anyéne who is caught g off
fireworks in the streets will be arrested and pun%\\‘ « o I hope

d

everybody will take this warning very seriousl ope the police
will be very stern in enforcing the Town an uRpry Planning Law
‘ reworks in streets

this custom of setting

under which people are forbidden to se <;j

@

amage and sometimes serious

or la&es or public squares, Year afteg

of fireworks in our streets has caus
injury to human beings.

I know of cases whe s;;g'youngsters, no doubt thinking that
S;;;5t

they were doing a very hing, have thrown lighted firecrackers
into passing cars a ng off shocking bangs. I know of at least
one case where t to an accident an&’it was lucky that only
the car was 4 ‘hﬁéd nd nobody was injured. And of course by the
time the @ ot out of the damaged car the young hooligans had
fled into e night, And I am sure we all know of cases where those
lighting e firecrackers were themselves injured.

Now let us be reasonable and face the fact that children are
children and they do like to let off a bang during the holiday season,
I am not one of those who feel that everybody ogght to be grim and
earnest, I am all for a little bit of fun for every member of the
family., But I think it is plainly anti-social to damage other people's
property and cause injury to others in persuit of our fun. We can
have all the fun we want without hurting anybody. So if your youngsteer

do want to let off bangers, let them do it in the backyard and keep



g

a watch on them; or better still, Jjoin in with them and so keep
control of the fireworks, After all, you do not want the Christmas
holiday to turn into a tragedy for your family, But please, do keep
it in your own yard.

most dreadful sights over thi@ Christmas season is t abunch of

And most'important of all remember the animals, OE:EE; the
little boys tying firecrackers to the tails of do r Lats, I know
of nothing more thoughtless and cruel than th ag\ﬁ in the main
I am inclined to blame the parents when thi of thing happens.,
Children are often thoughtless; they wi% hings without thinking
of the consequences, But I have rare<62:>p d children to be deliberatd
cruel off their own bat., It is o;:%\i g they learn. They learn it
either from their friends whqo have Tearnt it from their friends who
in turn have learnt it fro qsa:~5arent or ﬁ%rents. So, if you trace
the whole thing back e up against some parent somewhere along
the line who has el g:j:)t been firm enough in showing the child
the right way or who has encouraged the child to go in for this
senseless cru . I think that as a generalisation it is true to
say that e parents are thoughtful and considerate of other human
b&tngs@ell as of dumb animals the children from those homes tend
to be thoughtful and considerate of both humans and animals,

Finally, there is thils dreadful problem of stray animals, If we
are going to keep death and disaster off the roads this Christmas
then we must keep stray animals off tkexxkz our roads, Christmas
should be a time of jJjoy and gladness and goodwill, With a little

thought and consideration I am sure we can make it that this year.

Goodnight.,
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Good evening: Yesterday Dr. Eric Williams received, a hero's
welcome when he returned to Trinidad from Tobago. Df. Williams
deserved the hero's welcome from his people. He had bregught the bacon
home in the form ef a completely new arrangeménts/between Trinidad
and the United States about the U.S. Base ?t Chaguaramas,

The most important point about the neﬁ"arrangement is one of
principle: the principle of self-detepmination. The American
government has accepted completely the proposition that only the
people of Trinidad, through their government, have the right to decid
whether they should have_forelgn bases on their island, where those
bases should be, and ynderswhat conditions any foreign power should
have those bases, £o thdt now this new Chaguaramas deal is between
the government of {rinidad and the government of the United States.
The previoug bases agreement was between the United States and
Britain an®, the people of Trinidad had no say in it. Now, 1t is by
their say fhat the Americans are in Trinidad. And this establishes
a completely new relationship. The Trinidadians are now tHe'masters
in their own house; ax® they can now say with Jamaica's poet George
Campbell: "Now we are tenants at will no longer. There's more room;
more right of way". And yesterday Eric Williams told his welcoming
audience that when they now saw an American they should look at him
with different eyes because he might be one of those training one of
theilr own people., I am sure yesterday was a very proud moment for
Fric Williams, He had, almost single-handed, fought the Chaguaramas

issue and brdught 1t to a successful end. Trinidadian nationalism had



“won a very great victory.

But I think it is very important for us not to lose our
perspective about this victory. I think the Americans deserve a
great deal of credit for the settlement of the vexed Chaguaramas
issue, They were there not by conquest but by right of treaty.
Under international law Britain had every legal right ase the
West Indies bases to the United States and the Un d@ States had
every right to hold on to these bases until tk< FX of the lease
had expired, I think it is very important f to realise that
if the Americans had wanted to hold on % bases under their 1941

d if we had decided

Treaty with Britain they could have %
to challenge their legal right by g to the International Court

of Justice, I think that Court wo have given judgement in favour
of the Americans., Instead ericans showed a bigness of spirit
which many people do not ciate, Instead of sticking to their
legal rights they »@i the moral position put forward by our
leaders and agre ) egotiate.

And so Americans are giving up about 21,000 acreas of all
the land th 1d under the 1941 Agreement; this leave them holding
about (3,000 acres. In other words they are giving up almost two-
thirds of the +total of 34,000 acrea of land which they leased from
Britain in 1941, Part of this land which they are giving up is of
course on Chaguaramas. And they have entered into a new agreement
with Trinidad for the 13,000 acres which they are holding. Tomorrow
I will tell you about this agreement and also about one ﬁoint which

worries me a little; so, till then, Goodnight.
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Good eveningﬁ As I told you last night, I think the new
Chhggaramas agreement between the Government of Trinidadse@md the
Government of the United States, is a great persondl £riumph for
Dr., Eric Williams, X also told you that I felt/we ought to pay a
great tribute to the United States for the bigness of spirit it has
shown in dealing with what is afterall asvery,tiny little country in
this modern world, If the United States had decided to stick to
the letter of the law of its 1941 Treaty with Britain, the government
of Trinidad would not have been ablefto do a thing about it, Little
Trinidad cannot take on the United States in a physical show-down;
the whole West Indies cannot™take on the United States in a physical
fight, And the International Court of Justice would have upheld the
legal rights of the Untted States under the 1941 Treaty with Britain.
I should hateqte think what the position would have been if
Chaguaramas were a Russian base instead of a U.S. base and 1f we were
as cloge te Russia as we are to the United States.

Anyway, between the signing of the agreement and the end of 1962
the United States will complete the handing over of the 21,000 acres
of land it has agreed to give back to the Trinidad government, Then,
after a further period of five years - which will thkke us up to 1968 -
the two governments willl review the agreement which they made at the
end of last week and make such adjustments and changes as they feel
are necessary., They may, at this point, either cancel the agreement
completely or let it run for another period of five years, This will

take us up to 1973. In 1973 they will again review the position



and either work out & completely new agreement or else the United
States will withdraw completely by the end of 1977.
In other words this new agreement between the governments of
gives the U.S.
Trinidad and the United States/the right to remain at Chaguaramas

for 17 years after which the agreement will either co an end or

a new one will be made,
It has also been agreed that the governme nidad will

have administrative control of those areas ]%he United States
which are under cultivation. Another imp a point which has also
been agreed on is that the Americans create facilities for

training Trinidadians to acquire th @la needed for running the

base. These technical skills céﬁ\ggp'will, I am sure, be of enormous

value to Trinidad and its ec?
Finally, and most nt, Trinidad and the West Indies - but

mainly Trinidad - wil conomic aid from the United States under
the new agreemen do not yet know what the size and amount of
this aid will b one correspendent has mentioned the figure of
$100 millio \e}ﬁrs - though he ddd not éay whether it would U.S.
or Wesgi dollars, But we do not know the amount yet. In any
event, idad will have the lion's share of this aid, Now the

point that worries me about this is that I have reason to believe

that the Federal government as well as the other Units have tacitly
agreed that the question of aid should be handled on a regionwide
basis rather than by each unit. And so Trinidad doing a solo aid deal
is disturbing. After all, she has been the biggest advocate for
strength at the centre., Still, we all welcome the end of the Chaguaramt

issue, Goodnight.
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Good evening: At Sunday's annual conference of t%%ional
Workers Union the Prenier, Mr.» Manley,announced th@

intenddd bringing in a law earl in the new year to

overnment
it compulsory
for any employer to accept the right of worker 0 Join a trades
union if they choose to, I think it is a r%od thing and I am
sure most of you think so too. Indee @ﬂk it is amazing that
in this day and age there should b yers = no matter how few
in number - who are against the ::\3f trade unionism, Every free
country in the *world has acc the proposition that trade unionism
is a&geod thing fof all ] %?. It is good for the workers, it
ié g;od for the'empl ‘ d it is good for the society as a whole,
Indeed, recent expe e has shown that trade unionism has been

one of the.gr

tes astions of degpcratic freedom in the wofld.
When the ﬁ eﬁ:%a rising to power in Germany and the fascists in
Italy the&o really effective opposition they met came from the
organigorkers of those two countries, 1In the fight agalnst
raclal discrimination in the United é%ates the voice and influence
of the powerful trade unions has been a very important factor, In
our own struggle for self-government here in Jamaica and in other
colonial territories the Pritlish trade unlons, the British labour
movement has made a major contribution, ©Some of the best colonial
labour and political leaders receive’ their basic training from
the British labour movement. When Sir Oswald Mosley's fascist
thugs were scrawling their 'Keep Britain white' signs all over

England, it was the British trade unionists who went to the defence



of the coloured minorities.
Now, this is an aspect of trade unionism that many people tend

to forget or ignore., When unions ere on strike employers lose money
and sometimes the general public is inconvenienced; and I know
that many of us feel that unions are a damn nusance andsthat life
might be better without them., I've heard this sort g;z;! when
we've had a busg strike or when we've had to go wi& ur Gleaners
or when the street cleaners were on strike, Of%e these were
irritations which none of us liked. But the ould not blind us

to the basic importance of trade unioni ur democratic freedoms,
The world's trade union movement h ’6-. t of basic and inherited

tradition of flefending and exten areas of human freedom

wherever ft flourishes. And ﬂSEﬁ~}dea of defendihg and extending

‘the areas of Preedom has a sort of unexpressed but very key

s B +
point of the glabour m everywhere, And where the labour movemernt
hae been free and s grand vigorous and flourishing the liberties

o

of the ordinary c ns have been greatest, After all, the majority
of the peop &

ny socliety are its working people and when those
working Join together to protect thelr interests they cannot
but he@ further the interest of all of us, It is for this basic
reason that I am all in favour of trade unionism even when, as it
sometimes seems, it hurts my own personal interests., In the long run
the existence of a healthy and respected trade union movement is a
guarantee of ﬂ& personal freedom. I am sure that trade unionism in
Jamaica will grow more responsible as a result of this proposed law,
And then, perhaps, it will go on to educate itself for the basic job
of extending and defending the democratic freedoms of all.of us, True
unionism is more than Jjust getting better conditions for the union
members, It 1s a great freedom movement which we should all support.

Goodnight.
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Good evening: I think the news is getting a little too hot and
erggiting to be in keeping with the Christmas spirit; usual
it is mainly the bad news that has hit the headlinég om overseas
and in faraway Asia we have avery touchy war ggﬁton in Laos;
things are so bad in Algeria that France's Eent De Gaulle had
to cut short his tour of that unhappy c f France after more
than a hundred people had been kille rioting and violence; from
England comes the news that Dr, Hagﬁﬂg Banda, the leader of the
African ngt;onalist Malawi Cong;zg\/Férty of Nyasaland had walked

out of théfhpndon Talks oneth ure of the Central African

Federation; fipm the Brixxa Congo there 1s the news of Patrice
Lumumba's arfést an hreat of Lumumba's supporters to kill all
the whitgs they their hands on in Stanleyville; and from
Cuba there is 3‘&? f scores of refugees leaving Castro's land

.

every week; from the United States and Furope there is news of

a savag:::>ﬁ itter cold winter which has taken a heavy toll in human
lives, And yesterday we had the news that ancient Ethiopia was having
political upheavals while the Emperor is on a State Visit to Brazil,
And of course, the bitter word fight at the United Natlons is as
savage as ever, Not exactlytiepicture of a world in which men are
offering peace and goodwill to each other, is it?

But there was g;odfnews too. For instance there was the wonderful
first Test match between Australia and the West Indies, with its
history-meking finish - but that belongs to the field of 'Mr, Sports'

so I will not comment on it. And then there was the Uamaica stage



@ .,

of the Leased Bases talks, which like the first Test ended yesterday.
I think most of us expected the results of the talks on the
Jamaica bases to be what they are. Mr., Manley 1is a shrewd and
brilliant negotiator and the American ambassador, VMr. John Hay
Whitney, hed shown in Tobago and in St. Lucia and in A‘%E:sa that
the United States government genuinely wanted to a%
b

and friendly settlement with the West Indies OVQ\

business: and so we all expected a peaceful andriendly settlement.

a happy

ases
The principles of the new agreement tween Jamaica and the

the Trinidad bases, I told you abo

Unifed States are much the same as t eWhich were worked out over
timing details of the

Trinidad agreemen‘.on Monday and egday of this week, Well, the
.

same timing details ﬁlll fpp? the Jamaica agreement., The United
States will return toJﬁ% 11 the land land it got from, Britain
under ‘the 1941 Leases Agreement except for a small parcel of
land of one hundred €8, "« The amount of land 1ﬁ;olved is over 23,0®
acres. We willsia 11 that land back. In addition to that the United

States will to Jamaica $500,000 United States dollars to start

a slumﬁ ce programme and low cost housing scheme in the

Corpora ea; part of this money will also go into preparing plans
to raise a loan for an all=-island water supply programme; and part

of this money will also be used to extend educafion in both technical
and trade fields as well as university education. This is for the
current financial year up tg7§g6l. But the way'has also been opened
for us in the future to raise loang for élum clearance, low cost
housing and the all-islandq water supply séheme. To me all this adds

up to very good news indeed, Goodnight.
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Good evening: I know that Wednesday's news from t@ia is of
e

very great interest to large numbers of people in J

to the Ras Tafari brethern. You will remember QN Wednesday

especlally

that we heard the news that Ethiopian soldiers d Police have taken

ober the government of the country and t %?have set up a new
government in place of the old, Some ts said that the Crown ‘
Prince of Ethiopia was the leader o\@ peaceful revolution; other
reports say that he may have beerw as a tool by the rebel leaders
of the Ethiopian a,;nmy. 'VOnly ?will show which of thése two reports
is the codrrect qhé. " yha$ en confirmed is that there .h.e;s been

a take-over of the goe while the Emperor, Haile Selaésfe, was
out of the country o state visi® to Brazil. What I find particuladj

interesting 1s§e eason given by the army people for taking over the

government’

Tl@ .that for three thousand years the mass of the Ethiopian
people h lived in poverty and have been exﬁlpited,in the intepests
of a small and favoured minority. They go on to say th;:tt as a result
of this a corrupt political system has grown up ba’é‘ed o.n exploitation
of the masses and on the privilege of a few. This has led, tih‘ey say,
to a position where tl'iﬁ rest of Aérica h:s moved ahead at great speed
in the modern world gnd.Ethiopiathag been left behind.

I think this new_s hes mage Et.biopia Yore real, it has made
Ethiﬁpiar gseem more rIBfmal and mor'e. liI:e other countries for many peopke

who had a kind of mystical 1dea about Ethiopia. To far too many people

Ethiopia was not so much a place as an idea and a dream. You know



the dream; you have heard it expressed very often here in Jamaica.
In the dream Ethiopia 1is a land of milk and honey where no man has
to work and there is land for everybody and every kX one of us who
are black are princes, It is a very nice dream., It comforts a man
to have that kind of dream, especially when he is poor d hungry
and unhappy and looked down on, We all of us escapeginto eams when

things get to too rough. And when we meet racialé?h*~ nd arrogance

in white folk we fight it with a racial pride ogance of our

own., This is a very human reaction, a verz h??form of self-defence,

But there are times when men hug a dre ghtly to them that the

dream becomes more real than the r gs about them, And when this
happens we get oubselves into 5r8‘§:;>htal and spiritual difficulties,
I think many Jamaicags have themselves into these mental and

spiritual difficulties a dppila. And so this news out of

Ethiopia is likely @g” em with the shock of having an Speration.

S0 let us Zamk side the dream and look at the real Ethiopia,

First, Ethiopila is and of 395,000 square miles: thig means that it
is larger t Q\Egeria; it is larger than Egypt; only the Congs (
before 1 split), the Central African Federation and the Union of
South 25::>L are larger than Ethiopia. But if has only‘18 million
people as ggainst Nigeria's nearly 34 millions apd Egjbt's nearly.

25 millions., In terms of education, in terms of 1ﬁ&ustria1 developmert,
in terms of political advance, in termss of exploiting its natural
resources, it is less developed gafnﬂ%l%pstiany other country in
Africa: and for more-;han a th&é%and yeafshit has had its own brand

of a racial problem.;Butftima;s up ‘so I'11 tell you more about Ethiopke

-
and its revolt tomorrow,., Till then, goodnight,
v
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Good evening: Last night I told you about the s and populatim

of Ethiopla., I also told you that it had its own spécia and of
racial problem and that in terms of exploiting t&rces and
developing its economy it allost less developé<:%ﬂah any other
country in Africa. Let me go ihto these i some detail this

evening.

First, the special racial pro f Ethiopia's 18 million
people, 2millions are Amharas: Qaras are Hamitic speople (which
means they are of Arabic ori and they are the ruling tribe, All
the noblemen, all the p v

lords, all the court, and palece offlicie

are Amharas, All the & nd emperors were Amhgpae. Befofe‘he

.

aile Selassie was an Amharic nobleman named
-

The next big tribe are thg Gallas who make Jb

Ras Rafari Magg::;
a little m h half of the population., The, Gallas are what we

became emperor in 192

i
might ¢ y dark brown men in Jamaica. They, look Xk like the
.
people he Sudan or the majority of Jamaicans though‘they *“tend to
small : . .
be a little taller, They are*the/peasant farmers found in the remote

K
hills and villages. And finally, Jjust under Half of the population

is made up of a number of Xmxrm black Negro tribes, Oh, and there
community of . 3 " hd

is also a very small/black Jews who. are’called the Falashas, Until

about fifty years ago:ﬁhe ruliqé Amnﬁras'lqoked down on and discrimine

. e ¥

against the Gallas and the Nefroes and the Falashas as completely as

whites did against the blacks of their coloniés. And until as recently

as fifteen to tweﬁty years ago the Amharas aeclafed very firmly that

they were a European people and did not want to make common cause
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wiéh the black people of the rest of Africa. Indeed, if any of you
take the trouble to look up the records of the Anti-Slavery Society
you will discover that at the turn of thks present century slavery
was still going on in the gemoter parts of Ethiopia. And this special
racial problem has not yet been completely settled in te of the
fact that many Gallas have risen to high posts in %recen.tly.
re,

Ethiopia is potentially a very rich count has deposits of

Now let us look at the economic and politié\
iron, gold, mica, rock salt, mercury, markle potash, But none
of this mineral wealth has been extens xploited. When the
’ set up soap,
Itallians conquered Ethiopia after 5 war they mammfaziurer
cement, textile, shoe, tile and her “factories, When they were thrown
out by the British in 1941 tnsiigpiopians kept some of the factories

going but production dro

d some went completely out of
business, You find sheeD attle and goats on t@e Kighlands but there
is not is no great op” farming or dairy indg;yry”%ltﬂough the countr
is ideal for . N of the country's roads oﬁgéide Adﬁis Ababa are
little mor &racks which cannot be usetf in '.t.ile rainy season.
Our educ 1 effort is poor compared w%t@-that of England but the
Ethioprfort is nowhere near ours, An‘&' all this is so because
Ethiopia has for so long been the private estate of ‘a handful of
Amharic nobles who were doing nicely. QPe peo%lé of the country had
no say in the shaping of their lives or;their future, Parl}amént was
the Emperor's rﬁﬁ%er stamp. - f . '

That 1is the*backg}bund EP the.real Emhigbia in the peal world,
Now it seems that some of the people 3{ Fthiopia are qﬁ%ling thé
wind of change blowing through Africa and thew wgpf’to bécome a part
of this new Afric;, ‘This, I think, is behlpd the éﬁnfuseq reports

out of Ethiopia, Goodnight,

PO -
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Good evening: I wonder how many of wou took much motdce of a
small piece of news that took place last Friday. E‘gﬁ sMdll piece
of news was that the Mayor of the Corporate AreagjyCouncillor Frank
Spaulding,had walked out of a meeting between ity officials and
the National Workers Union representatiyély The meeting was to
discuss }ﬁstrike of women workers in the market service; and the
Mayor's walk-out was.din protest because these}ggiﬁers had gone on
strike without first giving strike notice.

strike

Now the reason for this/&f“wsmen workers in the market service
was because they wanted dfl5Z\increase in their wages. You will
remember that a 1littlé while back the workers in thoR§SAc's Public
Cleansing Department\get a 15% rise in wages nger they”@ad been
on strike and after‘“the Duffus Trftbunal had rec;?fn,endgd% that they
should get tiMg\ increase, And as you know, itqls‘men who glear our
streets and cellect our garbage. But the women in the market service
of the K/8{A.C. also do a public cleansing Job and so they feel that
they are also covered by the Duffus recommendation; aﬁg so they have
demanded the same 15% rise in wages that the men got. But a |
Corporatlion spokesmen said the tribunai}had dealt with the male workeas
only and its f(hdings did not apply to the wghen workers, °

Now it seems .t;>' .me, that behind ‘E,his small news item is a vfery
important principle to.which'I think ESEP Pnions, z?rkeridand
employers should give a great deal of thought, And!thgt principle is
this: Are we going to pay peoplé the rate ffr the j%tu irrespective

of class colour, creed or sex? Or are we going to ‘operate a series
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oa different standards for dtfferent people? If a woman does the same
job as a man, i1s she entitled to the same pay as a man? Or are we
going to observe a double standard and pa; her less than we would
pay the man? I think this is an issue that will crop up increasingly
as our industrialisation programme grows and develops,

This is a problem which has already been faced 1n<§2:s industridl;
advanced countries, In England, for instance, the < . e of the
rate for the Job, has been completely accepted; ‘ENK' ere men and
women do the same kind of Jjobs they get the sa kind of pay. Their
rates of pay are not decided by their se JiE::%her by the job itself,
But before England arrived at this po <;;§-zhe English labour |
movement had to do a lot of soul se g and there was a great
debate on this matter in the ear&\@sys of the second wi?ld war when
Britain's war effort depen e%tly on women workers, In the end

the British Labour movem ided that it was phe job that was the
thing: if the Job was h so much money, then it was worth the same
money whether it aas ne by a man or a woman, One of the reason =

a selfish one \\:: the men agreed to this was bgpausp‘they realised

that if the qual pay for equal work thegs women will not be used

to und@ em as cheap labour, y
No am not here talking about equality: there some things men

can do better than women and there are some thingss women can do
better than men, so any sweeping talk about complete equality would te

silly: but I do think that where men and women do the same or similar

jobs they shou‘d"gef the same or similar pay for those jobs., And this
. '...
is something I think we had better start thinking about here in

Jamaica, Goodnight. o
o
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Good evening: I suppose we all of us live in hop and one
of my big ho pes for 1961 is that our telephone serylee 1 be so
improved as tc make it possible for me to get a télde e instelled

at my home at a reasonable price., I live way %Red Hills‘ nearly
twelve miles up and earlier this year I a giikhe Telephone Company

for a phopg; when you live as far awa own as I do there are
times when you need a phone very baq\ba I got a letter back from
the Telepbbnrg¢ Company in which ey id that before they went to

the trouble of making a surv hey would like to know whether I
would still want a phone/ if talling it would cost me round about
a £1,000, I did not @- to answer that letter.. I d4id not have a
£1,000 and ewen if ad”it, I would still not have bothered to
answer that lette know I am in an isolated spot but if the

Public Serv, anany could instal my electricity fomyabout 2155

(and tha ired a lot more material and heavier poles) then I
could n ee why getting a telephone should cost me over six times
more,

Anyway, I see that there is a shree-quarter of a million pound
development plan in hand for the Telephone Company for 1961: I hope
that out of thig new plan would come a rea%ly impro;ed service, And
if it does come I will be the first to sing the praises of the
Telephone Company, whetﬂ;g the improvement brings me personally a
phone or not. =«

And from Trinidad comes the news that our neighbours down there

might have some of their telephones working again for Christmas, I
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hope theyjdo. They have stood up marvelously to not having phones

for these_many months but restoring their telephones now would be a

very fine Christmas gift from the government to the people of

Trinidad., I hope our own Telephone Company will learn the lesson of

what happened in Trinidad and will not allow its relations with the

public to rot away to the point where such action is @ of.
And now for something a little more cheerful @e only a few

daye left to Christmas but I am sure not all o \ve decidéd on

all your Ghristmas presea}s yet; so I would o make a couple

of suggestions. First, if you have to d< EFQ last minute card

sending and .you are in Kingston you z@ some very attractive

cards from the Animal Hospital o t;!\§ nish Town Road, These

sell at a sixpence each with v:a&and the money from‘ the sale of

these cards will go to cari r sick and badly treated and stray

animals; and so in the ss of buying your cards you will also

be doing somgthing c@nd Christian for God's dumb creatures,

And fin;lly, recommend the gift of a book as a very useful

small presentggh§?e are many West Indian books at all our leading

book stor u® the one I would like to recommend to .you particularly
is theﬂ\ézg>t iesue of Focus. It is called 'Focus 1960' and it has
just been published, It costs 10/- and it is edited by Mrs, Edna
Manley. It is a collection of poems, stories, sketches and essays,
all written by Jamaicans and there are also fine reproductions of

the work of Jamaican artists., I think this 1is a very interesting
collection which would make a very fine Christmas present, Remember,

it is called 'Focus 1960' and you can get it at any bookstore.
*®
Goodnight., g
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Good evening: I am more than a little disturbed at.,the news
that the British Government may pass a law to rest%h entry

of people from the Commonwealth in Britain. If s w is passed

it is likely to happen next year. And in any c¢ whole subject
is down for discussion atgthe meeting of the nwealth Prime
Ministers in London in March of next ye seems to me most

important that if this matter is di 4’:‘ our own representatives
from the West Indies ;hould be t r:\%b take part in the discussions
because this 1s a matter that Ithsggtal concern to the West Indies,
In any event, I frankly do see why Sir Roy Welensky, the Prime
Minister of the Centr can Federation, should attend the
Commonwealth Prime Qs' meeting while our own Federal Prime
Minister is not in . The Central African Federation 1s no further
advanced on _th \nstututional road than is our federat_ionf And if
'Roy Wele @ go to the Prime Minister's Conference then Grantley
Adams, opr federal Prime Minister should also have the right to
go. I hope that Mr, Manley will use his very great influeﬁge in
both London and the West Indies to press the poigl home firﬁly. At
the moment 1t looks as though the West Indies Federation is being
discriminated against in the Bouncils of the Commonwealth Prime
Ministers., If they say that only fully independent Commenwealth
countries can be représented at the meetings of the Prime Ministers
then the Commonwealjh R?ime Ministers should see‘that the Centkal

African Federation, as well as the West Indies Federation, are not

reprecsented., If one is represented then the other should also be or
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k else the %ea of Commonwealth equality will be a hollow mockery and
we will be entitled to charge Britain, as the host country, of
discrimindting against the West Indles., And since they are going

to discuss this matter of migration to Britain this issue becomes
doubly important.

Now, as I see it, there are three aspects to t ‘;%g>tion of
c ’

migration. First, there is the British position; \ there 1is

the West Indies position; and third, there is mmonwealth
position. L]
Britain, as a sovereign country, i led to do as she likes

about letting people in and out of ers, But in relation to
her colonies and ex-colonies Bri ii\has established certain very
special relations over the y 'ﬁiaﬁrinstance our passports h%ve
the British seal and we are %British protection when we are
abroad, There 1s a lo ition of freedom of movement into Britain
from the colonies a r‘E::iolonies. This has been a point of great
pride 1in Britailn. whole traditional relationship will fall apart
if Britain that Commonwealth citizens must in future be

the Co nwealth Prime Ministers' Conference laet—ypear, I told you -
-

treated :f elgners entering Britain are treated, When I discussed
how important I thought the Commonwealth idea was, Well, I think that
any restrictions, especially on obviously racial lines, will destroy
this great idea completely. Let's face it: the whole idea of restrictin
is because the West Indian migrants are coloured. Of course there are
problems and difficulties. But I think these can be solvéd dy extendins
freedom of movement into all the other Commonwealth countries rathem
than by restricting it. I woula prefer the Commonwealtn Prime Ministeas

to think on these lines ana 1 would Like our Prime Minister to be

there too. .Goodnight."
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Good evening: On Monday of this week Mr., Abe sg:%;)lished
an article in the Gleaner under the heading: 'Thex are very

dangerous'. I found this a very balanced and asonable article
in which Mr. Issa pinpoinged some of the thi at are wrong
with the Jamaican soclety. The most im statement he makes,

I think, is when he says that we go h habits of mind which
we developed in the colonial day@l
our share of blame and our sk?f responeibility. He says we 3re

always rcady to blame someo 1lse and we are always ready to put
the responsibility on e else: and this, he says, 1is why the

time%ﬂgﬁf very dang

hich make us want to dodge

Jamaica, he says, 1is more prosperous

than it has ever b and yet nobody is happy. I do not think it is

true that n 8 happy, but I think that what Mr, Issa means by

this 1is There is a vast discontent among many people in Jamaica;
there 18, a jgreat restlessness and a reaching out for !bmething more &
than life has offered so far; there is a feeling of unsettledness

and this can give the impression of unhappiness,

Mr. Issa then goes on to list some of the things which make him \
say the times are very dangerous, He says we fuss too much about ‘
race feeling or colour feeling. And then he makes a very igynd and .
sensible statement. After all, he says, race and colour do exist

so there is bound to be ‘feeling on the subject, but there is no

reason wﬁ} it should nots be friendly feeling. * What he objects to

is that some people are‘trying to make use of racial feelingé in
' -
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“Worder to-.lr up racial hatred., I think I would have liked Mr, Issa

to go a little more deeply into this subBect of racial feeling and
gaclal hatred. I am one hundred per cent with him when he deplores
the stirrgpg up of racial hatred. But on the question of racial
féeling and racial pride I have a sneaking suspicion that what so
many of us deplore and do not like is any sign of ra ‘;Ef>eling on

Jamaiams

the part of black folk only. I should like to see\\h ities of
among the Chinesef

black racial feeling also condemn racial feel @
among the brown Jamaicans, among the white ans, among the
Jewish and Syrian Jamaicans and among tQ‘ ishmen, Canadians and
Americans in our midst. If we are a@t racialism theﬁ we must be
against all brands of racialism nA\B\; Just against one aspect of it.

Mr. Issa then goes on to_a ve crucial point., He says we

cannot make a success of Jamaicéa 1f we pretend we have a counégy

somewhere else, To me s one of his key statements, To do any-
. or
thing properly, to success of anything, a man #fd woman must

devote all his o ills and enegries to the Job in hand. If you
are holding 4 ‘h\e Job but you are jJjust waiting for the chance to
move on another one you are not going to make much of an effort
with t J in hand. You are going to do it any oldfhow while waitimg
for the next one. I think that all the people who are %{eaming of
Africa as home are doing just this. I think they are séiling Jamaica
terribly short: and this is one of the big challenges of the times
here in Jamaica, Tomorrow I tell you of some other challenges, so

till then, goodnight.

. - @
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Good evening: Last night I told you of some of %ains points
that struck me about Mr., Abe Issa's article: 'The T are very
Dangerous'. The thing I likeed about this artic \ he flarness
and honesty with which Mr, Issa faced the ch ]& the times. He
did not plead or argue for the interests kpecial gsection of the
community. He faced what he regards a Esturbing situation in a
completely honest manner, And I knovx Abe Issa was expressing the

responsible
disturbed feelings of very many/wns from every walk of life in
the Jamaican community. He c% on every citizen to assume the
responsibilities of citiz . Without assuming those responsibilities
we cannot and will nod a good society in Jamaica,

i thnk it iswv interesting and in keeping with this time of
the year that v\h 1d all take stock of ourselves, both as individids
and as a co ty. And also on Monday of this week Mr., Manley did
a Jjob o@c aking when he addressed the special meeting of the
Kingston d St. Andrew Corporation Council, The meeting was to elect
a Deputy Mayor and Mr, Balfour Barnswell was unanimouslyp elected to
that post in place of Mr, Ben Bygrave, & |

In his speech Mr., Manley dedlt with ®he problems of discipline
and responsibility among those who are the leaders of the community
and I think he said something of really gre&t importance %en he used
these words, and now I am quoting Mr. Manley' .s own words, He said:
"If there 1s lack of diseéipline at the top,. d9 not be surprised if
the people below dlsintegrate dn their apprecia;;i&x for what is

required in the good citizen". Those are Manley's own words,
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He then went on to say that no one who has /following the affairs

-

of local government over the past year can feel happy about %ggry-
thing that has gone on. All we have to do 1s to think back to the
qquabbleé‘.nd wrangles and the cussings and the name-callings that
have taken place in Parish Councils up and down the isté?i,to know
how true this is, The leading citizens in our com ave not
aiﬁays set for us, the ordinary people, an exam 0ood manners
sand good behaviour, Often their manners have be bad and their
behaviour deplorable,
I am very glad Manley talked of because it might make some

people take a good look at themselv& ery often I have heard

well-to=-do, well=off, educated B\ga}e deploring the bad manners

and id’k of discipline in th try. And nearly always they have
blamed the poorer people is, Some times they have not said it *

in so many words, but @ lways made you understand that the fault

was wigh the mas his 1s what Abe Issa called always finding
someone else bl . Well, I think Jamaica's middle classes, I thirk
Jamaica's ¢ Q\}Eaders, I think those who shape Jamaica's public
opiniog\::s ink we have all been equally to blame for the lack

of court and the thoughtlessness and the crudeness and the bad
manners which have crept into Jamaican dally life. Everyone 1s:§ush1ng
forward, everyone wants to get there first; no one wants to stéhd and
wait, And others see us being agrressive and assertive and they say

to themselves: "the only way you can get anywhere is by pushing" and

so they start to push too and we all try to walk over each other,
o i

Now how do we get out of this qaggle situation?#&'ll try to answer
» * % -
that tomorrow, so till fhen, goodnight.
e L 2 . » e .

,“» % *
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"
Goodﬁtvening: I ended my comments last night by ﬁskégg how can
we get out of this jungle situation in which every slanp is gut for

himself no matter over whose face he walks,

I do not think there is an easy answer to this. No government
Zan pass any law to make us thoughtful an& co£:1derate of each other;
no police force in the world can instid, aisense of responsibility in
us, The fear of punishment may prevant'uagfrom doing certain things; .

- but laws, fears and punishments c&Qth, by themselves, make good
citizens. Only a spirit of patrletism and a sense national community
feeliﬁé can do that; and @phab)can only come from inside the hearts
and minds of a peopley The Challenge of the times for us, it seems
to me, is how to bring out this spirit of patriotism and national
community feeling in each individual in our society.

To brifigOut”this spirit we have to get our values right, Ve
must cut Weadtbh and money down its proper size., We must stop measuring
success byfthe slze of a person bankroll, Instead, let us measure a
person's success by the contribution they make to the community, By
this standard we would give more honour to a really gobd ﬁgacher
than to a merchant who just piles up a fortune, Now I am not séying
we must make a virtue of poverty. I see no virtue in poverty., I think
we must get rid of the kind of poverty that is still all too common
in Jamaica, What I am saying is that the ;Eea of service to the
community should become more 1m55rﬂhnt than theladea of getting as
rich as you can as fast eas you can.fWhat is vrong with us today is

b
tpat we Jjudge a man not by whap hg is but Qy what he has,

al a e



of judgement of a person's worth,

£

and heaven only knows how wrong we are about this, Of course we will

|

|

all go on trying to get as much as we can, and there is nothing WI’*&S

G

with that, “But money is not and should not be made a yardstick of

success or failure, Only service to the community sho % given
that high honour,

-

Next, I think we should sort out our valu 1s question of

éguality. I believe that all men are equal 1ty before the
law and before @od. I believe we should reppect the God®given

dignity of each human being., But I * t all men are not equal ‘
in talent and ability. We do not all e the same gifts. The really

Qéood master mason who knowe his jo d takes pride in it can do 1

someth%xg that you and I ¢ , so we are not his eqmaals as masons!

His is a special abil makes him our superior at the business |

|

of being a mason, ch man and woman and child has his or her

own special gift h he or she is superior to the rest of us. i

:

There 1is some & in which each of us is the superior of the rest.
The one t which we are equal is in our dignity as human beings,
I thi if ‘we un.derstand this much of the envy and bitterness will |
go‘out of our society. And then, we must create a greater social
ecjuality. Weﬁrmer all be rich but we can reach a point where no o?lea,i

is hungry and homeless, These points, I think will help ﬂﬁsl*:{ace i
and solve the challenge of the times, And there 1is one o—t;h'éi'":'. I know
no land as beautiful and as deserving of a great love and loyalty as
is this island and I think we want to build a pride in Jamaica and
in being Jamaicans, Goodnight, | g ]
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Good evening: This is the last week of 1960 - th%t week of
the 0ld year that 1is now dying. What sort of a ye s 11? What were
the important things that happened this year? I u will agree

main happenings of this year which 1s no

with me that 1t might be a good idea to do ory, of round-up of the
1;5. Of course, it will

now and Saturday; but I think we ca

not be possible to cover everything ix brief commentaries between
N out the highlights as they -

were reflected by my day-by-day ghﬂe’hts on events of this year that

.

is now dying.

R .

You may remember th rst started giving you these commentarie

RN - ¢

on the 29th of Februa e day before our local government electiors |
This means that S day, the end of this week which is also the
end of this y ¢ 111 have given you 264 daily news commentaries,
There were a‘\B.’Lg news items in that first week of my news comments
There x::z:; local government elections in which we had a much
better t -out‘of voters than all the experts forecast, Then there
was the public debate on whether dog racing should be allowed in -
Jamaica or not., As you know, the opponents of dog racing won that
particular debate, when the government under strong pressufe decided
against permitting ’dog' racing in Jamaica, In the same week I also
commented on Mr, Glasspole's speech at the Bethlehem Training College
when he talked about the great shortage of teachers, Mr. Glasspole
said that between 1960 and 1967 we should produ;; 1,994 new trained

teachers and that thies would bring our total number of teachers up

6,181 by 1967, %ut by that time theB@ would be 333,000 children at
Lo | e » A& WE AT




school and we would need at least 6,952 teachers to deal adequately
with them, This in turn meant we would be short of 771 teachers by
1967. Indeed, I think the problems of our educational system and
especially the shortage of teachers was one of the most portant
news events of the year. You will remember that har onth passel
without my making some comment on education, I th& government,
and especially Mr. Glasspole, has done a first% Job in educatim
But the problem is big and I will not consid solved until every
child in this island can be assured a d ducation up to school
leaving level, @
On March the 7th I told you o:§\the birth control pill which
was belng produced by a firm British drug hofises., According to
the forecasts at the time tIMs\pill should be on the market about
June of 1961 and will d for a penny. You will remember that
when I told you abo @pill I also told you that in every second
of the day three ren were being born somewhere in the world; I
told you that ndred and eighty children were born every minute amd

about
stop/7 children are born in the world. About that number will have

that fro: moment I beglin one of these comments till the moment I
been born this evening by the time I stop talking. So the world's
population problem and birth control was a very big and a very
controversial topic almost from the start of this year - as it has
been for many years, It was also early in March that the Federal

scene began to get exciting that Africa began to hit the headlines,

I will tell you about these tomorrow evening; so till then, goodnight.
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Thexr Good evening: There were three 1mportant events on the
Federal scene in March, Mep, Manley, as you know, ha ejto England
to find out from the British Government what cond\ any country
had to fulfil to become an independent member British
Commonwealth, The conflicting views held b overnment of Jamaica
and the Government of Trinidad had reac oint where things
looked really bad, Dr., Eric Williams gued strongly for a
Federation in which the Federal ve nt had powers to direct and
co-ordinate the economic aff rs&ll the units, Mr. Manley and
practically all Jamaica ha ed for a weak EERXEE central Federal
Government which woul nterfere with the internal economy of
this island., In Ma m Manley tabled a Ministry Paper setting
out Jamaica's pos « In this Paper Mr, Manley made two key

proposals: th

“*fSt one was that there must be equality of
represen this meant that since Jamaica had half the population
of theNlWes® Indies she should have roughly half the representation
in the Federal Parliament. His second proposal was that Jamaica
should have complete control over her own economic affairs, There
were other proposals but these were the crucial ones, Mr, Manley
said that if these proposals were accepted Jamaica would play her
full part in the Federatlon; if not, then Jamaica would go it alone,
The other important federal development in March was the
blistering attack Sir Grantley Adams made on Dr., Eric Williams in
which Adams accused Williams of being untruthful and of revealing

confidential information. In contrast to the savagery of the Adams



attack Williams was surprisingly mild in his reply.
The third important Federal item in March was when the United

States gave the Federal Government a 2% million dollar grant for

the Federal Development Loan and Guarantee Fund. The British Governmmt

had contributed 1% million dollars to this fund and the deral

Government itself had provided a million dollars an %1

ve=-million

dollar fund was to be used to help development prd!§;~ 8 in the

unit territories, Both Britain and the United were doing their
best to help strengthen the federal centre v
On the local scene here in Jamaicd saw the big rum deal

which merged the rum companles of Wg\\h Nephew, Captain Morgan and

Edwin Charley into the giant £ w Consolidated International
Corporation., At the time I t that this was something new in

Jamaica and an interestl the times, I also told you that
we now had a virtual in Jamaica's rum business and I
expressed my fear possible rise in the price of rum. This,
as you know, has n ome to pass, It was also in March that I told
you that xion to shut down the Rose Hall factory at the end
of thi sugar crop meant that we could expect difficult days
ahead t e sugar industry. As you know these difficult days are

on us now,

But I think the news which dominated the world in March was the
mass racial killings in South Africa when over 150 people were shot
down in cold blood by the racialist rulers of that tragic land,

In April we had the first warnings of the Rasta troubles; but Il1l1l
tell you about that tomorrow, so till then, goodnight.
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Good evening: April began with é bit of a sensation, R.J.R.'s
early morning newd had a scoop story. The story was th‘EE:?. Wiils
Isaacs, the Minister of Trade and Industry, had be P ed from
the P.N.P's East Central Kingston Constituency :?ﬂi ation of which
he was the chairman., That evening I commne deThe matter and
told you that since Mr. Isaacs was elect to{the chairmanship of
the constituency party by an annual c nce he could only be
removed by an annual conference. Th %n&l executive of the P.N.P.
later confirmed this view of mine“wh it dealt with the matter of
the expulsion of Mr, Isaacs, this was only the opening shot in
the power struggle which en brewing inside the P.N.P,

on April 6th I @ about the successful ending of the B.G.
Constitutional Confe ce in London. Under this new constitution
B.G. will get i%ii ernal self-government in Agust of next year.

On Apri h*we had another sensational when David Prgtt, a white
South Afr:: fired three shots into the head of Dr. Hendrik Verwoeniv
the Sout rican race hating Prime Minister, éﬁually sensationally,
§eérwoerd did not die inspite of the three bullets in his head.

April was also the month when we had the Gleaner strike; it was the
month of taxes when everybody has to pay up; we learnt to live withow
the Gléaner and our two rafiio stations kept us intouch with what was
happening; on Good Friday I told you a little fable about the people
‘who are forever wanting to change the beautiful o0ld names for new
ones that are unimagihative and ugly; the citizens of Kingston

were getting fed to their teeth with the dirt and rubbish and shoddy

service the rere getting from our public cleansing department and



I should like to think that my comments on this had something to do
with the shake=-up that took place later., We are still not getting the
service we are entitled to but I think the K.S.A.@ is at last making

a genuine effort,
The big news in April was the Rasta business and rst commente

on it on April 25th, The events at Rosalie Avenue% to the
Rev. Claudius Henry and some of his followers b \ ested and since
théir trial was pending I would have committeer:Témpt of court if
I had made any comment on either Mr, Henr c% what had gone on
at Rosalie Avenue, But I did comment Qeﬁas Tafarian movement.,
And it was on the following evenin evening of April 26th, that
I first asked the question which@e go very important to us laten,
I asked: What makes a Rasta sta?

You will remember I ‘SE:ELh time dealing with the Rasta
r that there was a great unrest in the

problem and you will
land,., Hundreds of a g=9f cane were completely burnt out on the

plains of Verei ny people allowed panic to take the place of

reason and ople talked of putting all the Rastas into prison

or givin other such rough treatment. But the question remained;
What ﬁai:;>a Rasta a Rasta and a great deal had to happen beforé we
finally faced that question honest}y and with open minds,

Early in May the Russians shot down the U-2 Spy plane and Khrushchev
gave the West a tremendous propaganda licking. Then Ghana became a
republic with Nkrumah as President; and there was a terrible earthqude
in Chile. Early in June the price of beef was decontrolled and Busta
dropped his great federation bombshell, Tomorrow I will continue my
round-up for the year, so till then, goodnight,
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Good evening: 1In terms of the news June was really a crowded

month, Things happened all the time; and the things gh ppened
f<:o}ﬂ

were important, both here at home and abroad, A you last

night, we were hit by the de-control of the pQ& beef in June,
~and Busta dropped his great federation bomb S
remember that I first discussed the 1lif: E

Some of you may
price controls from
beef on June the first, I feared th@ the price of beef would

go up; and I reminded you about @ d happened to rents when

You remember how rents sho

the new property tax increasg came™Mnto being on the first of April,
u;i In the weeks that followed the same

thing happened with b I was very proud of the way in which the
anger of the house illed over at this new rise in the cost of
living; I was pr the concerted stand they took which forced

the price of 13\{'down to a reasonable level again.

And s on Thursday, the 2nd of June, I discussed Sir
Alexarfder Bustamante's resignation from the leadership of the
Democratic Labour Party of the West Indies, Busta, you will remember,
made this move on the eve of the St, Thomas federal elections, Busta
said that he had taken this step so that, and now I am quoting his
own words: so that "Jamaica, the West Indies and the world must |
understand that our decision that Jamaica should secede from the
Federation of the West Indies is irrevocable", This meant that the
J.L.P, which had as much of a share in taking Jamaica into the
federation, had finally decided that it wanted no part of Federation.

political
And this created a completely new/situation in Jamaica., ' The next
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Manley announced to Jamaica and to the world that»there would be
a Referendum on whether Jamaica should stay in the federation or
get out of it, In other words, we, the people, were to decide if
we want to stay in the Federation or not. And I think the day of

decision is not more than six months ahead of us now,
%ing the

You will remember that I gave a lot of time toMigsc
questlion of the referendum in the days that foll did this

because I am convinced that whatever we, the v decide on this
question is going to affact the future of_th ple of Jamaica for
generations to come, I told you at th hat I saw what happened

that week as a point of departure,‘q\ge of no return; that what
had happened represented as cleaﬂ\:e;}

that has ever happened Befor the history of Jamaica; I told you
I thought it was impossible €o¥ u

ak with the past as anything

8 to go back to a point before that
week again, And I sait:::z ught it right and proper that this
dramatic and decigsi k with the past should have been made by
the two men who h& ad so much to do with the creating of Jamaica
as we know it to@ay. This decislion to have a referendum was, I
think, a high point in political development in Jamaica and the
West I eg in 1960; and this took place in the crowded month of June
Then we had a vigit from the Colonial Secretary, Mr, Ian Macieod
who charmed all the West Indian political leaders; and we also had
the first meetings of the Board of Inquiry into the printing dispute

which had caused the Gleaner strike: there were crises in Turkey and

Japan....But time's up, so till tomorrow, goodnight,
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Good evening: Our news round=up for the year 1s still in the

crowded month of June, ;960, On the 14th of June I zo‘szz>u how a
T

daring party of Jewlsh secret agents had captured chmann and

spirited him out of Argentina and into Israel Q}ried as a mass
1

murderer, Elchmann, I told you, had been re?s\ e for the deaths
e

of more than five million Jews in Hitle many .

On June 18th I told you about M% 1s Cargill's resignation
from the Federal Parliament. Mr, &h&i also resigned from the
Jamaica Labour Party at the time t gh he kept this a secret because
he did not want to embarra L.P, at a particularly awkward tim
And on the?ggzning of J I conducted the first Forum on
Federation in which ley and Senator Douglas Judah took part,

Then, on Ju th, I told you about Guilnea and the Congo. The
little indpen t republic of Guinea, thanks largely to the meanness
and politic upidity of the French, had become the first communist
dominated African state, And the people of the Congo, who had Relitkewe:
delibers y been kept in complete political lgnorance by the Belglans
were celebrating thelr approaching independence with murder, arson,
riots and tribal clashes; and the name of Patrice Lumumba,‘an obscure
postal clerk who had spent six months in jail for thiefing £800,
became headline news throughout the world, This unhappy news out
of Africa alarmed and disturbed those of us who are of African origin
or of African descent, But Africa was stepping on the world stage
with a veageance, and soon the great good news out of Africa balanced
and outweighed the bad news, Towards the end of the year Africa had

become a dominating force in world affairs and I think we can honestly
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and fairly say that in international affairs 1960 was the year of
the Africans,

Then we came to the year's most dramatic and disturbing events
here in Jamaica, Early on the morning of Tuesday June 2lst militar&
trucks loaded with gsoldiers and police made their way to the foothills
of St. Andrew to the Red Hills area, They were on a 1a‘;E:,cale raid
to the Beleverdmr area of Red Hills where it was cted that

Rastafarians had stored away arms and ammunitil denly, five
young soldiers were ambushed. One was shot the spot and

three others were gravely injured: QSE::; greatest manhunt
in the history of modern Jamaica was handful of American
Negroes from the slums of New York ggled arms into the island
with the idea of stirring up rebe and revolution; and they had
chosen;Jamaica's Rasta moveme the most likely means through -

to spread their ideas fo volution of race and colour in Jamaica.,

Why did they choose tsta movement? And this leads right back to «
the o0ld questionipuhat\makes a Rasta a Rasta? And so we had the days
of shock and rm d the wild manhunt through the fields and hills
and gullies h ended outside Sligoville with the capture of the
handful o\ American Negroes who had come here &nd killed and cast the
shadow o ear over this peaceful island,
* And on the last day of the eventful month of JuneVCastro's Cuba
seized an American oil company and set off on a campaign of
nationallsing foreign businesses, a

After June the news of July was mild; and then in August we had
the report of the Rastafari movement from the university. This explaie«
what makes a Rasta a Rasta and many of us didn't like the truth of 1it.
Then the Magnet bus company closed down, I'll sum up the year
tomorrow, so till then, goodnight.,
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Good evening: As I feardd, ladies and gentlemen, it has rﬁt; been

possible for me to run right through the whole of this is

¥
round-up of the important events of 1960, There ! was t enough

time, But I have deliberately concentrated on t er part of the |
year because that is further away from us and have forgotten i
some of the earlier events. 1

I think June was the most import :%be most eventful month ‘

of 1960 for us. More news of bhasic nce took place in June

than in any other single month o ear The things that happened *
in Jf!he - the question of th?‘erendum, the Sligoville affair and

the Rasta crisis - these i made us think and examine ourselves

and made us ask quest about our society. There were other importat.
events after June se: There was the coming of ‘mechanisation. ’
do outr sugar i 3 there was the new farm development programme; '
there wvere elopments in the labour movement; the power stmgg]&‘
in the t ties; the growing road accidents; the coast of living; 5
the dis on of the rising tide of race and colour feeling; the d
rise in the price of bread; the government's decision to buy up i

squatter land for low cost housing projects; the. American Presidential
elections; and, more recently, the settlement of the leased bases .
issue, This was part of the pattern of the serious news.that unfoldel
during the years, j |
There were the lightér touches too = even though these did not
make the headlines, Do you remember when I told you of the news f'romi
South India which said that mermaids were real and some of my young ‘

bacherlor friends wanted to go to India to see fox; themselves? And é

. s
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do you remember the scarifying story of the world getting to a poinf
where there are only women in it and no men? And from time to time

I have talked about the small and cheerful things that do not make ‘

the news headlines but which are so important.

L4

All this, the serious and the tragic, the light a1:Ef$e gay,

|

have been a part of the pattern of 1960.

And now it is only a few more hours to the 0 960, {P less |
than four hours' time we will be celebrating t coming of the New ‘
Years, So what do we want to say finallyfo 0? And what do we '4
hope for 19617 4

On a political level I think te thing that happened in
t

1960 was the Sligoville affair. economic level the rise in

the cost of living was dreaz?' especially for the poorer sections,
My own hates of 1960 wer \ Bise in the price of bread and the |
spending of £37,000 ox

owse for Governor of the Bank of Jamaica, I i
think this last was Ve extravange., I thlink there 1s still too
much poverty apd howelessness,

The mo ‘zabful thing was a growing consclousness that we are |
2ll our Bgodilers' keepers and the government's decision to* do somethirﬁ
big abcgw-cost housing, And for me the biggest gain of 1960 was
‘the feeling of a grewing civic consciousness, the feeling that all .
seétions of our community are becoming more mature and balanced in
their Judgements of important issues. And for the New Year my hope
is for more opportunity for everyone in our society to live a fuller
and richer and more rewarding life in the year ahead. So, to all of ym,
with thanks for listening to me, I bffer the hope of a really

prosperous and happy New Year.

Goodnight.

F .
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