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I think 4t ware %uggeated that 1 put down something on paper about
Sydney Christizn not %@gauca tiers are not some who can speak with more
intimacy than I of hiﬁqéut probably bees :sa there sre nol meany whose paths
have ercssed his as pursistently throushout the varied scenes of his carser,

In my youth Sydney helped introduce ne to some of the little latin
I know. With hig help T learnt thai Geul was divided into three parts.
Like Gaul, Sydrey's life can be divided inte three purts, The first part
was in -fntigua where he was born., His Ffather, as many vent_ﬁraseme West
Indiang did in that day, had gone 1o seck his forture in Pandma, It was
therefore Sydney's mother uﬁﬁ kad the brunt of the responsibility in raising
the family and whe exsreised the chief influence on his upbringing. She was
quite a peraonality - T kmow becsuse T bourded 1n Mer home for several vears.
Ehea was a Sankey-sineine, firm taliing woman whio »on her house in kindly, if
somgtimes dictatorial Tashion, ©She had certain simple rules which you were
not expected to question: do youn home-work; go to church on Sundaye; wagh
behind your sars; put onelean school ¢lothes twlce a wuck, on Mondiys and
Thursdays: Idke many men of ‘schisvement Sydney's ;‘arma'tive years bore the
strong Influence of his wother. He went to the Antiszua frammar School at
what probably was the golden age of that notable institution. Praceding him
Were & number of beys whose later achievemsnt would have done credit o a
scheol many times larger: the Milons beys, includine Sir Clement: the Cemacho
boys, including 2ir Maurice; 8,8, Jones; ILE, Camepats; end then Sydney
himself, F2 nevar won a2 university scholarship beesuse in those days such
scholarships were few snd fir between. He took the next best altovrstive,
He studied for @ London external degree and did, for those days in Antigua,
the unheard of thing of passing. He got through in French by the resourceful
device of visiting the ohildren's play-ground svery merning and there striling
up an acquaintance with = children's French governeszs, one of the few psople

who eould speak the lappusge in English-gronking Artigua, He taught at his
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cld school for sope years, OF the students who padsed throuph his hands

there wes probubly none who over the years opoke more unreservedly of the
debit he owed to Sydnsy than Teddy Bell (later Chief Justlee in British Cuiana),
Thera wag probably none of his students of whom Sydney was prouder than

Conrad Stevens, the sminent surgeon now in the Virpin Tslands., [uring this
peried Sydney was in some ways rather overghadowsd by his older brother -
tali, hardsone, debomair, n pood slow bowler and better slip fieldor. Sydney
did nol think that thepe was in Antigus st that time as much promlse sz his
ambition sought. 8o he left his school and Antigue. On the speech day before
he left ths boys sang, as they 3&}'Gn ather spsech days, those verses from
Hecleslasticus bepinning: "I=t us now praise famous men". This was fair
comment beecause he lster bec?me cne of tho school's most distinguished sons.
He migrated to the United States where, at the end of the first World Var,
challengs and prosperliy beckonad,

There begen the sscond part of his life, a part that was cew and
different. He worked his way through college, became o lswyer and in a few
years was one of the leading versonalitics in Harlem., Hs played a notable
part in a most notable aehievement by Negross in New York in the 1920's, the
Antillecn Holding Company, Our paths erossed in New York in 1932 and it was

impressive to see the respect with which the Counsellor (es they called

lawyers there) moved in his sdopted community. As successful as he wss in

his profession he decided, I think, that he did not wish his children brought
up in the American stmosphere of the 1230's. So he took his sawvings, went to
London Undversity to gain a British leeal qualification and returnsd to
Antigua teo start & law practice Tor the second time,

Thus begun thd third part of his 11%e, a part thai again was new and
differsnt, He did not tave an essy time starting 1ife afresh as a barrister-
at-law in the Iesward Islakds, Clement Malome was at the peak of his career
&8 an advocals ard Burrowes in Antigus hod most of the chamber work under
control. Changes eams, a3 chenges must, snd Gfter some years Sydney's practice
bocame the largesl in the leewsrds, As his stature grew he became not enly
A Leowsrd Islands leader (Membor of legislative Council, Member of Executive

Council) but a West Indian figure. He became s reprosentative on meatinps of
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the Caribbean Commission btut the YWest Indian aswmoeistion for whieh ho will
be most remembored is the University Colloge of the West Indica, e was
nominzted to the College Céuncil and remaired on it longer than any other
government representative. Iz sent hils two boys to the Collsge and often
said that he could give no greater deowmonstration of his confidence in the
Institution. He sceured Milresf schivlarships for young Antipusns to study
8t the College ard was in large meagurc responsible for Antigua's making to
the Princess Alice Appesl Fund a contribution per head higher than any other
wnit in the Caribbean, not excepting Jamaica or Trinidad. Finally, he wasg
ong of the three government members of tlie College Council appointed to make
recommendations for a new Prineipal of the Cellege and eams a sick man fo
Jamsien in late February to participate in these important decisions. This
must have been his Jast public amet for he returned home snd in o few wooks
wns dead.

Sydney Christiun wey a scholar and s rounded man, He had legal
qualifieaticns In two ecountries, ind execllent qualificetions in both, e was
at one time prominsnt in politics tut became an outspoken critic of the majord ty
party and this in ﬁntigua is a politiecal misadventurs. He was one of thosa
rare people whose privete as well as public life could besr serutiny. He
wag plein-speken, often too plain-spoken in private to encourspge thei intimacy
which would have made him, to a large cirele of friends, "ons of the boys".

In public he was too prone to call a spade a spade not to have mede enemics.
Beenuse, however, his plain speeking was assecisted with 8 sti11 niore marked
quality, integrity, this trsit grew into one of his most respected virtues,
When it will be forgotien whnt thines pssced him by beesuse he refused to
compromise his primciples; his friends and foes alike will hold in lively
memory those simple virtues which he possessed in suehk measure: forthrightness,
integrity and generosity.

Becavee Zydney was a guiet end rether unobtruding man his slature
was probably grester thin either le or ks contemporaries recognised. It
would have warmed his heart to have known that when he was at the Iniveraity
College in February last the scadenfc mzn¥ers of tha College Council were
agreed that if the Tmiversity College of the Wast Irndies were sble to confar

& Doslor's degrae, he would have been s fit and proper person to be selected



to receive such honour.

ks his career could be dlvided ints different parts so wes the man's
life itsell made of conlrasting differsncen; an ncknowledped statssmen abrood
who could not gain an elocted sest at home; a rlain-sposling, almost brusgue,
man who atitrsoted much sffectionato reg rd; o man who (hsving & lorge family
of his own) dug into his reserves for their educstion and yet was prepared
to dig stil1l desper to educete other poeple's children; born too eurly, he
did not enter a university in hls youth but lived long enough to be one of
ihe architects of z place of hipgher educztion which "arising out of the West™
would provide at homs to the nev generation privilezes which he had had to
seek ebroad. It may well be that, inereasingly, sa the West Indies becomes
more poriseicsus of itg paet =nd present, the memory of this restrained,
unobtruding scholar from Antigus will, beeause of ths 1ife he lived, honour

and bz honoured by his people,
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