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By PRINCE BATSON

ATTEMPTING a his-
tory of Trinidad All
Stars is a monumental
task, not only because
of the vastness of the
band’s exploits, but al-
so0 because these ex-
BLui!:s go bqafckh to thle

ginnings of the steel-
band movement in this
country and, in fact,
the world.

The band really began
in 1946, that is to say
that the orderly, or-
ganised aspects were
about the time enun-
ciated. But in reality
the whole thing start-
ed nine or ten years be-
fore, around 1937, in a
lace known as ‘‘Hell

ard.” A lot of historic
things happened there,
some not so good.

‘“Hell Yard” in effect
was a large, barrack
ard in an area of land
odged at about the
centre of the block in
Charlotte Street, be-
tween Park and Duke
Streets.

It was a hellish place,
come to think of it. But
it was a place where a
lot of creative things
took place as well. The
frustration was about,
“How can we gain an
outlet for our creative
instincts?’’ And this
led to some aggressive

approaches to life in

general.

The main, and con-
ventional, entrance to
Hell Yard was on Char-
lotte Street. But there
were other unconven-
tional entrances, two
on Duke Street and one
via the Dry River,
which runs alun% Pic-
cadilly Street. Some-
where midway between
the two bridges on
Park and Duke Streets
vere steps leading
¢own to the river bed.

HELL YARD

. One wlrlnnffred the
reason why these steps
‘should have been thel;e
in the first place, but
there they were,
nonetheless. And apart
from being used as a
gluélck receptacle for

real ease of bladder
content it was a short
cut to Hell Yard across
the way. One only had
to skip down the steps,
jog across the 40 feet or
so of river bed and
reach up on the other
side, which was six or so
feet high.

No one ventured into
Hell Yard that way if
he was not a known
visitor. In Hell Yard,
like I said, a lot took
place. Gambling for
one, apart from sport,
liming and pan beating.
Famous characters
were: Sarge (captain),
Tecky, Ashoo, Tackray,
Eric Stowe, Desmond,
Mackoff, Demsie, Mud-
dock, Bassie, Orderly;
JltterhuE, Brown Boy

~others.
Hell Yard was made up
of members from John
John, Prince Street,
Gonzales, Belmont.

The Eiderly fellows/

called themselves First/
Eleven and the younger
set Second Eleven,
which later changed to
Second Fiddle.

In 1941, carnival on
the road was stopped,
but this did not stop!
the pan beating. It was
customary to see
everyday the fellows in
the river beating pan.
~ Famous players from
Second Eleven were

Fish Eye, Sonny Jones,
l-{ead (F‘I’

BIF amil),
Jules, Spree, Andrew
Penn, Granviile, Calyp-
sonian Dougla, Shur:

land.

captain of Tri

In the article on this page,

Trinidad All Stars, Prince
Batson, writes on the histor
particular band describing what input
All Stars made @ the evolution of pan,
and showing thzt no one individual can
claim to have invented pan. Clearly
this new muscal form was
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former

of this

being

that grew fror

ficult music on a regular basis so that
he develops as a musician. The results
of wvirtually eve
Panorama and other steelband con-
tests since seem to have justified this
policy. - _
is this country’s other in-
digenous art form — calypso — left out

Music Festival,

lioz, in 1983 it

ovement.'

1981 it did ‘‘Carniv
performed the ‘‘Piano
%ngcg;tn I;g;. l1mB Min:g Op 23" by

chaikovsky, accompani Lindy-
Ann Bodden-Rich, and this . i
back with Tchaikovsky and
R:mny No. 4 in F Minor Op. 36 — Last |

Romain'’ by Ber-

Eiiar it 1s
“Sym-

¥successfully iniiated

with “Minuet 1 G’
which brought 10 the
steelband movement
the capacity of the
steelpan to go leyond
the self-imposed sound
of calypso and loleros
and opened new vistas
tha_tk} e stegledband had
quickly grasped.

The playing of classi-
cal music becam: THE
thing on the road after
All Stars dropped what
supporters called ‘“‘a
bomb’ on J'Cuvert
morning. It is a Tibute
to Jules and All Stars
that today there is a
“Bomb’’ comp:tition
every J'Ouvert morn-
ing; people cam: from
everywhere to h2ar us
and, later, Invaders
came up Cherlette
Street for a sort of
‘““Classics clash’ in
frien-dlir competition.
We truly set thz pace
which other banc¢s were
to follow,

All Stars supoorters
of old will remember
the band’s famous in-
terpretation of ‘““Whis-

ering Hope''. Other

ds used to come to
the yard and either
COpPy Or improvise on
the work Jules was do-
ing. A decision was then
taken to learn tunes
secretly. Tunes were
learnt with the fingers
so that members them-
selves did not hzar the
tunes until J'Ouvert
morning.

I was the first cap-
tamn of All Stars when
we were on George
Street. I remamed so
for about eight years
and voluntarily handed
over the leadership to
Jules, who remained in
office until 1971. By
1957, the band went
over to Charlotte
Street in the famous
garret.

Let me at this stage
pay tribute to the
most famous member
of the band, Neville
Jules. He was respons-

ible for the cuatro pan,
guitar pan and, most of
all, the bass. In the la-
ter 1950s, he invented
the grundig or trom-
bone pan, which no
other band ever used.
He was a disciplinarian
who held his men stern-
ly together.

The band was never
involved in any fights
and members were con-
stantly disciplined for
misconduct, coming
late to practice, etc.

Jules is one of the

‘greatest plaﬁers of the

tenor pan that 1 have
known but he was and
remains shy and alwais
stays in the back-
ground. I would say
that Jules was respon-
sible for more than half
of the successes of the
band.

STEELBAND

In 1952, the band
made its first tour, to
Guyana (then British
Guiana). Six members
made the trip and took
part I1n an inter-
national steelband fes-
tival. We came out vic-
tors. In 1958, we made
another tour there.

. Carnival 1959 was the
year we dropped the fa-
mous “‘Minuet in G
“Bomb.” During this
period the band en-
tered two local festi-
vals, placing second and
third, respectively.

In 1965 we entered our
first Panorama com-
petition and since then
we have been in the

finals almost every
year.
We also got a con-

tract in 1963 with the
Trimidad Hilton and the
hotel can be said to
have been our first
sponsors, After Carni-
val 1967, the contract
was terminated and
there was a split in the
band. ‘““Jules was left
with a handful of yvoung,
green men who had now
joined the band.

These members were
from the Jackson

Place, Jackson Hill
area. :ﬁ were called
Jacksonville and among

them were members _

who had experience in
club life and parlia-

mentary procedure. In |

these men Jules placed
his confidence and the
future of the band.
Nineteen sixty-eight
came and the band was
successful on the road,
contrary to what some
Eenple thought would
ave been the case. _
‘On Panorama Friday
night, we heard that
Catelli-Primo Ltd,
wanted to sponsor the
band. Jules accepted
sponsorship, so it is
at the name Catelli
All Stars came in to be-
ing. After Carnival
that same vear,
were able to. acquire
the services of ‘a genius
in music in Fitzgerald
Jemmott,

The members called
him ““Uncle Jem." He is
more like a father to
them than an uncle for
he is able to maintain
the discipline that is
synonymous with All
Stars. He has shown his
musical talent to the
Eublic by taking a
unch of inexperienced
pan men and winning
the 1968 Music Fes-
tival.

The discipline and to-
getherness is seen
whenever the band is on
stape.

All Stars continued
going places with the
advent of ""Uncle Jem."”
In 1969 the band placed
second in . the ‘

November we played to
a standing ovation at
the J.C.I. World Con-
grese Awards Cere-
mony.

Come 1970 the band

won the ““Bomb’’ com-
petition and wmade a
tour to New York, per-
forming at the Madison
Square Garden to a
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crowd ot over 49,000 peo-
ple. The band returned
minus many of its
members who either re-
mained in the U.S. and
lost more soon after

when they returned to
America and left us
With a w “’M!‘r o
New men were soon
recruited and in 1971

- force again, w
-~ once more the *Bomb
-~ Competition. Later
~ that year, Jules handed
- over  to
- Hamilton (Webb) Alex-
~ander and left to reside
1+ in the U.S.

the ca

ON T , November 7 at 830 worked on by more than one individual of this formula. In each of the Classical | . Hamilton Alexander
p.m. at Qm ‘Hall, Catelli Trinidad at that time, all of whom a red to Jewels concerts the band selects one | IS anin and vi-
All Stars begin a series of four be located somewhere in the East Dry “classical”’ calypso to be included on | brant young man and a
concerts of the Classical Jewels series. River (Laventille) area. _ the programme. Am those the band good leader. Part of his
This year's Classical Jewels V coincides Classical Jewels was first performed has peformed in the past are “Pro- | Success is due to the
with the band’s 50th anniversary as an in 1974, then in 1979, 1981, 1983 and now gress”, ‘“Pan Talent,”” and what many || fact that he always lis-
organisation, which started even be- in 1985. The idea was not to prove that refer to as the ryv’s alternate | tens to anyone who has
fore the accepted birth of the steel- steelband could perform the classics, national anthem, ‘‘Portrait of | @ point of view, before
band, whose bpeginnings historians for this was clear long before that. The Trinidad.” | coming to a decision.
place approximstley at the turn of the plan here was to push the steelband- On each occasion also, the band | He takes advice and as
40s man to learn and cope with more dif- tackles one major piece of music. In | @ youth, is able to move

with the times. Al-
though he is of the
same age group as the
other members, he de-
mands respect as a cap-
tain.

With: him is a wvi-
brant, I)cr_lt:]un? commit-
tee working for the bet-
terment of the band.

In 1972 the band was
fortunate to have the
services of one of its old
members, Rudolph
Is, who resides in

the Virgin Islands. He
arranged the Pano-
rama tune with a cer-
tain measure of success
with the band winning
‘“Peoples Choice.”” The

‘band also won “‘Pan on

the Move,” which re-
placed the “Bomb.”

That same year, we
entered the 10th an-
niversary of Indepen-
dence Steelband Music
Festival, and won. We
were also selected to
represent Trinidad at
the Carifta Festival in
Guyana.

PANORAMA

On Independence
Day, the Prime Minis-
ter amnounced that
Trinidad All Stars will
be representing this

country at the “Black
Arts’  Festival in
LLagos, Nigeria, in

November, 1975.

The fuljnwing year
things began happening
to All Stars. Wells, us-

‘again arrange

ell Yard”

the previous vyear,
the
panorama tune and for
the first time in the
history of the band we
managed to win the
Panorama competi-

tion.

Wells, had been under
Jules for a number of
Kgars. He got mest of

is knowledge in ar-
ranging from Jules and
has helped in arranging
tunes for the band for a
number of years.

In November, the
band again entered the
Steelband Music Fes-
tival, this time placing
third.

The band made tours
with ﬁuhrey Adams's
“Ambakaila” in July
1973, January, 1974 and
June, 1974 to Paris,
U.S.A., Canada, Mexico
and Barbados. In De-
cember 1973, the band
went on a prize tour to
Sarasota and Orlando.
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the band was out in full W

VICTORY

Neville Jules by this
time had started In-
troducing notes on the

ans which were mere

mps.

By 1945 when we
heard of Victory in
Europe and Japan (V. E.
and V.J. DAYS) a lot of
members left and
opened bands in their
own areas. Some went
to Belmont, others on
the Hill (upper Bath
Street Way), John
John, etc.

When the band hit
the road in 1945 it was
strange, because a lot
of people had never
heard the new sounds
which came from the
pans.

For Carnival of ‘1946,
tre band’s name was
“Cross of Lorraine’’ but
later that same year it
changed again. There
was a similarity in the
emblem used (a cross)
by casablanca and so we
had to change the col-
our of our pans.

A man from Casab-
lanca called Rudder
marvelled at the abili-

ty of the players we had

and called us Stars. It |

is from this time that
we got the name,
Trinidad All Stars.

From then on
Trinidad All Stars has
been the ‘‘weight of
town.”” As early as 1947
we started playing non-
calypso tunes on the
road. We had our own
tune called ‘“East Dry
River Drive."”

All Stars introduced
a new dimension in the
Steel band world with
the transposing of the
classics to calypso
This

tempo. was

ing his experience from




