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Bermudez installed
as UWI Chancellor

By Julien Neaves
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Chancellor
Robert Bermudes said that
l.}.lllirl musl “'I:ll.'l‘\ 'l'u'i'l!l. '.“I‘H'T
learning institutions, starting
with primary school system,
to ensure it receives betler
prepared studenta.

Bermudez, & local
1'J:|Ir|‘|1r|.'|:|1'1lr \'\']'.l:l lr::l:::cﬁlnrl:ll.l'i!
his family-owned business to a
regrional business throughout
the Caribbenn and Latin
Ameriea, also said UWI must
s itself ns an exporter of

educntion and that attracting
international students would
both improve finances and aid
in diversity.

He was installed as UWT's
sixth Chancellor at a gala
st Saturday night

CEPEMAGNY
at the ]JII:IEIL Anselitoriviem,
UWIL 5t Augustine Campus.

Bermudes said that the
university must continue to
grow ite commercial activities
wnd partner with the privite
sector and contributing
territories in endeavowrs that
require stepping outl of its
-:1:-|:t['|:r[ =one,

He also said the university
must look to not enly produce
produce certified persons but
also energise young people
ng he stressed that socnl
skills, and empathy wers
as important for success as
technical skills,

He: snid UWIs entrusting
its leadership to somecne
outside of academia (himself)
showed that in its T0th year,
it was "recalibrating itself to
the demands of the future.” He
said that he started hife as o
baker and he still sees himsell
that way, and him standing as
UWI chaneellor has made him

aware of the “vagaries of life”
Bermudez thanked LW for
the “extroordinary honour™
JHIH! pra i:ﬁ'il. .I'I:i."- ]!rl I1I.I!1ii.il!1"
predecessor Sir George

M Uisivisrsaty of Tha Wess Indies (UW1) Chanced
hafl, Prirnd Wenexier Or st Rowbey, night, nd UNWTS Vice Chancalion, Sir Hilsry Baciies 5 it i
m, LAY, 5% M)

Allevne, who served from
BOHKE-201 7, i “rreat Weast
Indian” who had dedicated
his lifie to the serviee of his
country, his regon and UWILL

Bermudez said that as
UWI turned 70, many
Caribbenn countries were
approaching their 50ih
year of independence and
while the region mny i
hawve the material wealth of
other countries, “we are not
backward; we are rich in
lilli'lt!."

He said the world was
-:-hn.nging at an rls.lnni-;h.ing

pace and W1 must embrace
change. He predicted that
technology will displace many
traditional jobs, sayving that
UWI has a pivotal role to train
young people for this changing
\'I'I:IFI.IJ.

Among those in attendance

Aty

= installation

At Bermuc
wire President Anthony
Carmona, Prime Minister
Dir Keith Rowley, Education
Minister Anthony Garein and
other ministers, former UWI
t Augustine principal Bhoe
Tewnrie, Caribbean Court of
Justice President Sir Dennis
Byron and regional ministers
of education,

U'WI Viee Chancellor Sir
Hillary Beckles in his remarks
said Bermudez's installation

wing a special moment that
cries ouk for change and
transformation, » crossroad
where UWI has “chosen o
different path™ and “a direction
to radically transform the

jons and

nature I:I'{ GUT O r
the quality of service and our
commitment.”

He zpid 200 72018 academic
wear was the T0th vear of the

, bt Barmisdar, satond i Aghl. stands with Prasident Aathory Garmond, second drom

umiversity and it has been an
ovutstanding period of service
for which the university can

b justly proud. Beckles said,
however, that it cannot be
business as usual and LW
must rapidly evalve or becomae
ohaolete,

He reported that a balance
seoreenrd system was being
developed which would hold
everyome acceuntable, from
the Chancellor, the CImpLS
principals to the caterers.

He said that L'WI must
return to its activist roms and
comment an :.E'l"l.li'fL E"-IJI.'.I'I b
eoonomic development. control
of erime, reparations nnd
rebuilding of the West Indies
cricket team.

He asked Bermudes to
inspire, guide and empower
them at I'W 1. 5t Auwgustine
Campus Principal. Professor
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Brian Copeland, said that the
campus was lotally committed
to an agenda that incu
“eulture of innovation.” He told
Bermudes that given UWIs
|.|'|."1'LC iJI1EI HI"I'I.'I“I.I]'\.'I‘."' ril.i']!ilf
and successful leadership in
the Caribbean business realm,
UWI nnd the St Augustine
campus in particular “sees
grest hope for success 1n

future endenvours. Monn
Campus Principal Professor
Archibald MeDonald said it
wis o “distinet honour™ to

HIEL R

welcome guch a distinguished
Caribbean entrepreneur to the
join the rank of Chancellor.

“Chancellor Bermudes's
exceptional business acumen
nnd revolutionary leadership
skills will undoubtedly push
ocur institution into a mew era
of growih and development
which we so desperately need,”
he said.

Cave Hill Campus Principal
IJIIJ HRROT Ial.lili.l'li' J‘L'I.rn“"il.l.l
said that the distillation of
Bermudez's entreprencurial
meumen inte Lthe university's
internal piGieises amd
external civic operations was
being engierly awnited, as
ahe expressed the hope that
UWI will attain financial
sustainnbility, enlarge its
international footprint through
coat effective measures,
exprnd necess to underserved
populations and aligned itsell
with governments, civil socie
und the ]:-r'u'ulv =k

Open Campus Principal
Dr Luz Longaworth said
thot Bermudez introduced
himsell to her as “a simple
haker” but she said he
“super baker” who has had

tar,

Wasd &

1'Jllr|'|1ﬂ!l|1"llri:|| RUCOEss i|1
his own business ventures
and nlso contributed hs
outstanding managerial and
leadership skills to others.

She said that the imstallation
1:\[ F!I'Ffl:l“li!':‘., i HI!*NLI :II'I':I.
regional entrepreneur,
comes at a time when UWI
wins rolling out its new and
energising strategic plan.

“He knows when and how to
gt to the Crix of the matter,”
ahe quipped.

President of the Guild of
Students at St .-"l.l.lgl.u.'tim'.
Jonathan 5t Louis-Nahous,
said that the choice of a self-
educnted man like Bermudez
as Chancellor represanted
a new perspective of UWI
mrad showed thet 1t's function
was more that educating the
region, that it was shaping the
direction of its growth,




