THE first ever scholarship to study
steelband tuning in Trinidad has been
offered by the Grenada Government,
And the man who will be helping break new ground -
for “pan music” and giving it added dignity is a 36-year- -

- old former customs clerk .
) He is Wiltrea Harris of ia

. Mode, St. George’s,
Grenada who got the schol. y :

Culture of both the Trinidad and Tobago and Grenada

- =~ Harris arrived in
; “Trinidad five weeks ago.
and has already started
the course which  will

last

" He is being taught by
one of the nation’s t op
pan tuners, Bertie Mar-
shall,leader of Hilanders

o

Training sessions are
taking place at theband’s
headquarters at the cor-
ner of Old St. Joseph Road
‘and Erica Street. -

Yesterday Harris
'| spoke of his scholarship
! - and how it came about.
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earlier this year through the Ministry of Fducation and

PRSI o

Steelband of Laventille. -
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'He said up to last year
he worked as a customs
man but when Grenada’'s
Premier Erie Gairy, had
serious thoughts about
developing the steelband

- he was transferred to the
Grenada Steelband Im-
provement Committee be-~
cause of his experience
as a tuney.

‘Thnlrnngmmuts got

- underway for the Trinidad |

' meaningful weHhave tohelp

it we could verywelllose
out as being the land of

the steelbands.
As to his role as tutor
Marshall said: “I am

proud to do it. I don't
have anything to hide. I
will teach him all I know,
K CARIFTA is io be

each other,”
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He said that at the end
of the course he will re-
- turn home and pass onthe
-art of pan tuning to other
- steelbandmen. InGrenada
steelbands will be one

standard is nearly the -
same as Trinidad’s but up
to now we have had to
_depend on one or two
tuners, - coming over on
private trips, to tune our
m.!l

He added that the long
range plan was to
standardise the steelband

. notes in Grenada. All ex-

penses for the courseand
for atutor are being borne
by the Grenada Govern-

Oroud

Standardisation of Gre-
nade “‘pans’’ was hailed
by Marshall as a step up
on - Trinidad. He said:
“This is something we
should have had long ago
but our tuners just can’t
seem f{o agree on this,

As it is if we don’t watch ‘A
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