Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

From the office of Maureen Walters

December 7th, 1978

Mr, Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P, O,
St, Andrew,
Jamaica

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

As I'm sure you realize, there have been no sales for the
past several years on THIS ISLAND, NOW and A NIGHT OF THEIR
OWN. Therefore, we requesSted cancellations of the contracts

and I am enclosing herewith, for your records, letters from
Alfred A. Knopf formally reverting all rights back to you.

Sincerely,

Enclosures

Cable: Browncurt ® Telex: 422745



Alﬁ‘ed A KHOpf I ncorporated

PUBLISHEZR OF BORZOI BOOKS

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: (212)751-2600

201 East 50th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

November 20, 1978

Mr. Peter Abrahams

c/o Curtis Brown, Ltd.
575 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

In accordance with Paragraph 15 of the contract dated September 18, 1964
between you and Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. for the publication of THIS ISLAND, NOW
(the work), Alfred A. Knopf's, Inc. publication and licensing rights in respect
of the work are hereby reverted to you, subject to any licenses heretofore granted
and subject to Alfred A. Knopf's, Inc. right to dispose of any copies previously
printed.

A copy of the original Certificate of Copyright is enclosed.

Sincerely,

ALFRED A. KNOPF, INC.

Ashbel Green
Vice President

enc:
certificate: A 938114
publication: August 7, 1967

JR:err
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Alfred A Kl’lOpf Incorpomted

PUBLISHER O F , B ORZOI B OOKS

201 East 50th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: (212)751-2600

November 20, 1978

Mr. Peter Abrahams

c¢/o Curtis Brown, Ltd.
575 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

In accordance with Paragraph 15 of the contract dated September 18, 1964
between you and Alfred A. Knopf, Inc for the publication of THIS PASSING NIGHT
published under the title A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN (the work), Alfred A. Knopf's,
Inc. publication and licensing rights in respect of the work are hereby reverted
to you, subject to any licenses heretofore granted and subject to Alfred A.
Knopf's, Inc. right to dispose of any copies previously printed.

A copy of the original Certificate of Copyright is enclosed.

Sincerely

AIFRED A, KNOPF, INC.

| // 188 P

Ashbel Green
Vice President

enc:
certificate: A 756029
publication: March 15, 1965

JR:err
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Alﬁ'@d A Kl’l()Pf I ncorporated

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS

201 East 50th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

P Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: (212)751-2600

January 17, 1979

Mr. Peter Abrahams

¢/o Curtis Brown, Ltd.
575 Madison Avenue

Hew York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

In accordance with Paragraph Third (e) of the contract dated Jume 12, 1953
between you and Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. for the publication of MINE BOY (the
werk) , Alfred A. Knopf's, Inc. publication and licemsing rights in respect
of the work are hereby reverted to you, subject .to any licenses heretofore
sranted and subject to Alfred A. Kropf's, Incwright to dispose of any copies

previoudly printed.

Sincerely,

ALFRED A, KNOPF, INC.

oAt At

Ashbel Green
Vice President

JR:err



Allred -A- Knopt horporated

PUBLTISHEHR O F BORZO]I BOOKS

Cubles: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: (212)751-2600

201 East 50th Street
New Yerk, N. Y. 10022

August 22, 1979

Mr. Peter Abrahams

c¢/o Curtis Brown, Ltd.
575 Madison Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Abrahams:
W

1n accordance with Paragraph Third (e) of thes€omntract dated June 12, 1953
between you and Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. for the publication of A WREATH FOR
UooMo (the work), Alfred A, Knopf's, Inec. publigation and licensing rights
in respect of the work are hereby reverted to“wou, subject to any licenses
heretofore granted and subject to Alfyx®d A. Knopf's, Inc. right to dispose
of any cdpies previously printed.

A

A& copy of the original Certific@ate /o€ Copyright is enclosed.

Sincerely,

ALFRED A, KNOPF, INC.

(e

Ashbel Green
Vice President

enc:
Certificate: A 235697
Publication: May 8, 1956
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PUBLISHZEHR O F B ORZO/I BOOKS

201 East 50th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

Telephone: {212)751-2600

August 22, 1979

Mr. Peter Abrahams

¢/o Curtis Browm, Ltd.
575 Madison Avenue

Wew York, New York 10022

Dear Mr. Abrahams;

In accordance with Paragraph Third (e) of the comntract dated June 12, 1953
between you and Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. for thé publication of TELL FREEDOM
(the work), Alfred A. Knopf's, Inc. publication,and licensing rights in
respect of the work are hereby reverted to youy, Subject to any licenses
heretofore granted and subject to Alfreéd A. Knopf's, Inc. right to dispose
of any copies previcusly printed.

& copy of the original Certifica€e ef\Copyright is enclused.

Sincerely,

ALFRED A, KNOPF, INC.

tb,fsé«v-—

Ashbel CGreen
Vice President

anc:
Certificate: A 146176
Publication: July 21, 1954
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MACMILLAN PUBLISHING CO., INC.
866 Third Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022

October 16, 1979

Mr, Pater Abrahams

o/o CGurtis Brown Lid.

575 Medison Avenue

Wew York, New York 10022

Desr Sir:

Heference is made to agreements dated June 6, 1969, June 23, 1965 end June 23, 1969
(the "Agrsemente®) between AlLfred A, knopf, Inc. (the then "Proprietor') and The Mac-
pdllan Gompany, now Macmillan Publishing Co., Ine. (the “Fublisher”) for paperbound
reprint editions of MINE BOY, THIS ISLAKD NOW end A WREATH FOR UDOMO by Pater Abrahems,
respectively (the "Works").

Fublisher hus sgreed to the cancelladion of the aforesaid egresments end you have adviged
Publigher that Proprietor bes irrevocably transferred, assigned and set over to you ell

# its righte in the Works effective es of _ _ _ o _._ L .. Vithout limitation or
iestriction,

“he following will constitute the official scknowledgement of the cancellation of the
igreepents and the return to you of all publishing rights granted to the Publisher in
the Agreemsnta. It is understood and egreed that, upon cancellation, neither you nor
‘he Publigher will hsve any further obligation to each other with respect to the Agree-
rents, except as egpecified below.

"4 is understood and sgreed that the Publigher mey continue to sell the copies of the
Verks which it presently has in stoek, and to pay you royalties thereon in accordance

;ith the following: a royalty of seven and one-half percent (74%) of the retail price
on each copy sold.

74, 43 further understood snd agresd that the Publisher retains all rights in and to the
ntreductions %o the Works whish were copyrighted in the name of the Publisher.

Lou covenant, werrant and ropresent that you alone are suthorised to enter into this

wgresment, and that peyments to you shall satisfy in full all of Publisher's obligations
in ragpect thereofs

"azse sign and reburn both coples of this letter. A4 copy signed for the Publisher
w11l ba sent Lo you for your records.

sgreed to end accepted by: Sincerely youxs,
MACMILLAN FUBLISHING CO., INC
/ |

il o

[, \ ‘,-’ | /t -

i F \ 7= \‘ oy F T M‘J%E’j ”J\ k;"—"-'- -:\2"[":;{_- e il-o e G Gt e
Peter Abrehsms EDLTOR
! MAUMILLAN PUBLISHING C0,, INC.

5 wes e o e i G [ eew SEs G e e seme e U mOR eE S E



Coyeba,

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew
Jemeica,

January 30, 1967

Deer Miss Hutchins,

. I have now had the gquestion of mJ cltizenghip clarified,
following your letter of December 28,

It trenspires that I now have dual eitizenship - that of
the United Kingdom as well es that of Jamaica., I am advised
thet it would be perfectly in order for your people to file for .
copyright on the seme terms as for all my other books.

Yours ﬁincerely,

Péter Abrshems

Miss Betsey Hutchins,
Afred A, Knopf Imc,,
501 Kedison Awenue;
New York 22, N.Y.
U.S.Al



yd‘ AlfI' ed A. KI’IOpf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

December 28, 1966

Dear Mr., Abrahams:

We don't seem to have any very recent information
on one thing we need to know about you: youx present citizen-
ship. I find our people in charge of copyright need to know
about that so they can file properly for you on the new book.
Could you drop me 2 line and let me know?

Sincerely,

3 s : AL ks
Fed s LAY i‘(’%]

J Betsey Hutchins
Mr, Strauss's secretary

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P,.O.

St. Andrews, Jamaica
B.W.I.



28 Decerber, 1566

Deer Hearold,

Herewith the copy~edited twenty-
two pages, which I re€eived this morning
(es Vondey and Tuesdry were public holideys
here end hence no postal service).

*

Yy only quarrel copy editor
and his punctuestion iz o gt 247, eleven
lines down where he ins 8 comme to wrke

the lest pert of = ae ee recd: "knowing
or not znawing, this e real gap..' eic,
Well, that is not tended. I have
therefore removed comma which restores
the senterce tn it was, Apsrt from this
everything els ms gll right to me.

§ Yours ever,

Poter Abreioans

Herold Streuss, - .
Alfred A, fnopf Ine. i
HEW YORK.,



Alfr ed : A ¥ Kﬂopf [ncorpomted

501 Madison Avenue NEW YORK (22), N.Y.

December 21, 1966

Dear Peter:

I'm sending you the copy-edited manuscript
of the twenty-two new pages for THIS ISLAND NOW
only because I promised to de, so.” The copy
editor's changes, other tham ‘punctuation,
are practically non-existent.

Please return this manuscript to me as
soon as you can,

With“all best wishes at Christmas,

As alwggs,

Peter Abrahams, ggq,
Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.I.

HS:aa
Enc.

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



Coyadba,

Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew.
Jumaica.

December 9, 1966.

Deer Hsrold,

I am very gled you feel & little better ebout the
novel now, I promise to get the 22 edited pages back in
the post to you within mo more then two de of receiving
them; snd I shell of course be glad to %d the chore

of reeding gerlleys. \
Herold Stresuss, Esq., \. re’)L.

Alfred A. Enopf Inc:
501 Medison Avenue,
NEW YORK 22, N. uq\-

O

EBest regerd.




yd‘ Alfred A. Knopf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

December 1, 1966

Dear Peter:

I like very much what you have done in adding twenty-
two pages to THIS ISLAND NOW. It seems to me that by drama-
tizing the final scenes between Joel and Martha and Joel and
Clara you have put more emphasis on the emotional lives of
three of your leading characters, and therefore made the novel
a more novelistic novel than it was. It is still something of
a political tract in parts, but I think the ‘emphasis is now so
changed that this is no longer so important.

There are a considerable number of typographic and other
small slips in the new mamuscript material. I'm going to have
this gone over by a copy editor here, and send you the edited
manuscript (the twenty=-two pages only) for your final approval.
If you will go over this carefully and return it to me quickly,
I think we can spare you the chore of reading galley proofs--
that is, if you so desire. Please let me know about this as
soon as possible.

I am very grateful to you for the fine job you have done

on the revisions.

As alwayﬁ;;régﬂff

Hard{; Strauss
Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Red Hills P. 0.
St. Andrews, JAMAICA

HS:es



yd‘ Alfr Cd A Knopf Inc. 501 Madiscn Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

November 21, 1966

Dear Peter:

The two copies of THIS ISLAND NOW have arrived safely.
I'm impressed with the amount of work you have done on the book.
I'1l read the book through in its new form just as soon as I can,
probably within ten days, and write you again.

As always,

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.

Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, BRITISH WEST INDIES

HS:es



4 November 12, 1966

¥r, Herold Strauss,
Alfred A. ¥nopf Inc.,
501 ledison Avenue,
NEW YORK 22, K.Y.

Deapks Harold,

Pollowing the information contained
in your letter of November 8, I enclose
herewith the worked on page pvoofs of the
Faber edition, but ss this is printed on
both sides 1 2m 2lso sending you s cop
of the Frber edition of the book itse
for you to break up snd sc get over
business of the printers not turn
peges, 1 hepe this meets the bill

As ever Q~E
P,S. The sdditionel ma is to follow
d

immediately at th of the Fober page
247 matter =nd ht through. And this
in turn will wed by pege 248

beginning A1 csish could not sleep..®



7% Alfred A. Knopf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.1y.
] :

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

November 8, 1966

Dear Peter:

It was very good to have your letter of October
31st. | hope that all goes well, and that I'11 have the
manuscript or the Faber page proofs on schedule.

The question of setting from Faber's page proofs
is a little complicated. We would much rather have page
proofs to set from than the carbon manuscript if.the page
proofs are not printed on both sides of the/paper. |f they
are, we can still work from page progfs if'you have two sets
to send me. The reason for ailﬂis that our printers will
not turn over pages, |f we send them page proofs printed on
both sides of the paper we have to paste up each page on a
sheet of manuscript paper,sand this of course requires two
copies. On the whole) this would still be preferable to
setting from a,carbon manuscript.

As always,

g

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Red Hills P. O.
St. Andrews, JAMAICA

HS:nl



Alfred . A Knopf I ncorporated

PUBLTISHEHR OF B ORZOI B O OKS

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N.X.

Cables: XNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: PLaza 1-2600

March 1, 1966

Dear Peter:

One of the reasons for the delay in reaching a decision about
A PASSAGE IN TIME is that I have been in touch with Peter du Sautoy about it.
I felt that it would be awkward if he were to push you in one direction, and
I in another. He tells me that although the characters are not deéeloped in
the’ way that one might hope, basically he and his readers like the novel and
plan to publish it as it stands before the end of 1966.

In view of this, we have agreed with Miss Winston to publish
the book in one form or another, but feel that we cannot do so in good conscience
until we have put our criticisms to you. You may then decide that you want us
to publish the book as is, and we shall do so. Or you may decide to meet some
of our criticisms. If the latter, I see no categorical objection to publishing
a version somewhat different from the one published in England, although I cannot
speak for Faber on this point. In considering our criticisms, please remember
that it is a good deal easier to publish fiction successfully in England than
it is here.

And now for the criticisms, most of which were briefly summarized
in my letter of February 8th. The first problem is the shift in emphasis from
one set of characters to another, and then to still another. The novel seems at
first to put the relationship of Clara and her husband into the foreground; later
it is but a minor sub-plot., Martha Lee's private life simply dwindles away, and
there is no real resolution for the Isaacs family. And the end of the book seems

very hurried, as if when you reached page 300 you decided you must close the



Peter Abrahams, Esq. -2 - March 1, 1966

narrative quickly, and then compressed the events of four years into ten very
impersonal pages.

It is much too late even to suggest the drastic revisions that
would be the ideal solution. But certain things could be done that would tend
to give the book greater unity. First of all, to bring in Josiah in person
much sooner. As it is, it is difficult to accept the evaluations that the
characters in this book make of Josiah, since he remains nothing but a shadow
through most of it. The conversation between Andy and Martha about the mature
of man's ambition, in Part II, Chapter II, is aimost meaningless since the reader
may not interpret Josiah the way they do. There is too much talk about Josiah.
Some of this should be cut, and a few short scenes added in which Josiah would
be seen manipulating people or clashing with them.

Secondly, Joei Sterning should not be allowed to fade away as a
character, as he now does. A major scene or two near the end of the book involving
him (and indirectly the Isaacs family) would help a great deal,

Third and last, Martha Lee's private life should not be allowed to
dwindle away as it now does. The end of the book could be greatly strengthened
by keeping her alive and vivid and human.

My second major criticism, as I wrote you on February 8th, is that
political conflicts are not really transmuted into personal conflicts, as they
should be in a first-rate political novel. There are potentials for personal
conflict throughout the novel. You have only to develop them, And this does not
mean the use of abstract political talk, as in the scene between Josiah and Max
Johnson. You had the opportunity of a great personal clash here, but you give
us what amounts to a political essay instead. And I certainly don't mean that
all conflicts should be between Josiah and the people who oppose him. Certainly

the other important characters in the book do not agree with each other, and there



Peter Abrahams, Esq. -3 - March 1, 1966

are many possibilities from which to select. You need only replace a good bit

of the pplitical exposition with a few such scenes to give the novel a more
novelistic quality. This also would help the narrative pace of the book a great
deal. Such tension as you do build up is a frozen, immobile sort of tension--
frozen while the problem is talked out at great length. Showing people in action
would also also strengthen your characterizations, some of which are shadowy.

I have a hunch that only a few revisions of this kind would have a very marked
effect.

And now I'll pass on some detailed criticism from another editor,
some of which may be of use to you.

Page 5: the author goes on too long about the reaction to the old
man's death, It strains the credibility of the reader to believe that the death
of a very old man would shock people.

. ,j{ Page 6: the last sentence seems to me a gratuitous editorial point.

L

K r.N Bottom of page 33 and top of page 34: line starting with '"when

L

things go bad we sometimes wish ...'", another piece of editorializing that should
A fi»;-rj B A ok Gl & 3% e e
be cut, oet—of-thisv, v k. ; ,

( Page 44 repetition of the word "sweet'" in two lines of dialogue
about two different things is careless.
| Page 55: Stanhope's remark that the politicians wouldn't resolve
the problem of succession seems rather odd, s;nﬁg thelold man was obviously going
to die sometime. This would have been clearég};;#/;:q;;Gigﬁsgf& clarify why it
wasn't.
Page 54-58: the conversation between Martha and Stanhope seems

unreal since it is exposition done in the form of dialogue. Is it nemessary for

the action of the novel?



f
f Ipeter Abrahams, Esq. -4 - March 1, 1966

Page 62: what is the meaning of the term "margin gatherers'", used
here for the second time?

Page 69 to 70: Max and Martha have dialogue here which again is
Fexposition already fairly clearly understood by the reader. Certainly not very
essential to the narrative.

His general comment on Part I is, "It takes over a hundred pages
for much to happen in this book. The old man is dead at the beginning, Clara
and Joel have their marital problems, Martha is introduced as Joel's mistress
in a variety of situations, as a newspaperwoman as well, and yet there seems to be
no forward movement of the action at all. What suspense is generated at the
beginning because of the death of the old President is slowly dissipated."

About the characters he says, '"There is no real pull of oppositésn
to create suspense or tension."

In Part II, at the beginning of Chapter III, Clara, Stanhope, and
Joel discuss the meaning of the political activities which have been already
clear to the reader since the preceding chapter. This tends to diffuse whatever
point you want to make.

Page 161 and following: too much abstract dialogue about political
attitudes.

Page 164: Simpson thinks that Martha '"is too old for him to do
anything about'".his feeling for her. This is rather odd, in view of the fact that
this woman is having an affair with Joel and seems to be quite attractive.

Page 200 to 201: again the author lectures at length after the point
has already been made.

Page 218 to 219: the characterization of Josiah is constantly being
diminished by these long explanations of the people and what they need on the island.

This is not very fruitful as far as fiction goes.



. gQairtvional mavtier L.
(To follow on on page 247 of the Fsber page proofs with only a

spacing to show the passage of time)

Martha Lee decided to spend the evening alone, and at home.
telephoned

Sterning hed/xs=xekes her ot the office shortly after she had spoken
to Stanhope, He had sounded disturbed, unheppy and she had been
eware of his need for comfort. All she had to do was ask him to
pick her up and he would have jumped at it and they would have
driven up into the quiet hills to watch the sun set or else to
some secluded begch to swim and then to liesand be 2t peace and
talk a little. She had not asked himg¢ and his pride had forbade
him to beg. So he had told her - and she was sware of his EXmmprEIx
disappointed withdrswal -~ that_he had an importent business dinner
that evening.

She had relented a lit%le, in spite of herself.

"You ean come by‘efterwerds, if you like.,"

"It might be late,” he ssid. "We are negotiating with an
Eastern Trade Delegation on behalf of the government; and you know
how these things“e=an go."

"I'¢1l b\ up."

"A11right. Marthe -"

"Yes?"

A pesuse, then: "Nothing."

She seid, meking her voice cold and impersonal: "My story on
¥r, Justice Wright hes been killed beceuse truth is relative send
with e peint of departure. So my new editor says.,"

"I see.," His voice,now, had grown cold too.

"And your friend, John Stanhope, will soon be in the sane
position as lir. Justice Wright. I may not even bother to write

about it when the time comes."



Sterning had remained silent a2t the other end of the line
so Mertheg hed s2id, hershly: "Lster then, unless you chenge
your mind" snd hung up on him,

Lydia, the maid was off for the evening, gone to the pictures
with the latest boyfriend; but with the grest Labrader bitch,
Sheba, for compenioen, Martha Lee was neither afraid nor alone.

When derkness fell she flooded the little house with lights,
turned off the music she had been listening to, and switched on
the television to catch the early evening mews. It was all very
carefully selected and edited and the presence of the Eastern
Trade Delegation took up ebout half.the film footege shown. Then
there was 2 new list of things pul\®n Specific licence, things
that could net be imported without the permission of the trade
ministry. This one was longer than 2ll the previous ones had been;
it intluded all brands.spirits, cigerettes, chocolates, perfumes;
shoes 2bove a certain prices and =2 gzmat leng list of frekh, tinnéd
and frozen food @©nd vegetables.

"Its getting drebber,”" lMerthe murmured,

For .ansWwer Sheb2 bounded up and deshed berking to the doer:
then there wfs aximumkxeiy knecking 2t the door. The woman switched
eff the teXe¥ision, 1lit a cigarette and went after the dog.

"Whoe is it!" she celled, not opening the deor.

"Simpsen, Miss Lee: Andrew Simpson,"

"What do you want?" - '

"May I come in?"

"Hoe., I don't want to see you; I don't want to see anybedy."

“"Please."

"I'm net opening. Tell me what you want and then geo away."



3 =

Reassured, though not entirely disarmed, Shebes retreated six
feet from the doer but in line with it and went down on her belly
in the pesitien hereldry describes zs couchant.

Martha remeined silent, weiting, fer the spece of half =
minute thenseid "Well?",

"Its allright, Miss Lee," Simpson seid from the other side
of the deeor. "Serry te bother you."

She heard him turned away; and withoeut knewing why she epened
the doer. Then she herself turned from the“door and walked back
to her sittinﬁ?ogheba remained quietly en_guard, watching the men.

"Shut the deor behind you," *“arthe ealled from the liquer
cabinet.

Simpson ceme slwwly into the well-1lit roem, escorted by Shebe
who enly considered her job, deme.when Martha murmured "Allright,
girl", permitting her t%e relax completely and curl up on her
faveurite rug. : V

"I cen only effervyou rum," Mertha ssid without turning: then
added with a2 sting: "Unless you've brought your own whisky., I hear
that's the fashion under your new dispensestioen.”

"A little rum, please," Simpson murmured.

She poured two drinks then turned te him, He seemed unchanged,
noet #nvested with the cockiness of victerious youth she hed
expected to see in his face, his eyes, his besring. If enything,
he seemed a little sobered by the responsibilities of pewer,

"Well? What dees the grest Jesish end his faithful Presidetisl
Secretery want of me this time?"

"May I sit deown?"

"Oof courpq.ﬁ She waved an erm to embrace the house, the land

and everythiné’on it. "Of course. You may sit or stand er tske or
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reject or imprisen or release by simple Presidential decree. You
are the new geds of power, so why ask! You went to sit? Se you sit.
Its all 2 matter of power, isn't it? D'you think I want you in my
house? But you represent power so I epen the deer =nd you walk in,
Se let us cut the socisl crap. Whet de you want?"

"I Game to see you; personally, privately, socially, as a men,
as 2 friend."

stared

For 2 moment lMartha Lee/staxted at him in speechless be-
wilderment, then she threw back her head an@ let out an ugly,
derisive snort. "¥Yeu what!"

"I came to see you."

"é;;#éf;ly? Soeinlly? Not to' . tellwme the gréat J;;iah wants
this or thet? Not to try out your letest ides? Or perade your latest
victory?"

"No. Persca&nlly, privetely; nothing else."

"Well, well,"sgid I"artha Lee. "This is something end I'm
flattered. And new that you've seen me personelly and privately snd
for nothing, widl, you kindly get the hell out of here. I don't
want to see youl"

"I love Mona Wright," Andrew Simpson said quietly. "I love
her desperete.y." 7

A stillness as physical as » coel breeze swept over Narthe
ILee dispelling the harsh and strident anger with in her. And now,
freed of the blindness of her snger, she saw and felt the new
sombreness about the young man,

"You'd better sit down," she seid.

"It changes nothing,?he seid, "Jesish had to do what he did."

"#nd you leove the judge's daughter.,"

"Yes."

"Sit down," she s=2id again, teking his glass and geing te
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liquor cabinet for 2 refill. Without turning she asked: "Have
you seen Mona? I meesn since "

"No; she won't see me and I can't force myself on her."

She turned and cerried his drink to him, He sat relaxed and
calm; a men reconciled to 2 cruel necessity, suffering its cruelty
but xemmmex not fighting it.

No longer Young Andy, Marthe Lee told herself: never esgain
You Andy.

"Whet do you went me to do?"

He mustered & smile, but not withsthe dsshing cherlf of old.
He reised his shoulder slightly, gestured deprecatlngly with his
right hsnd, a very Jewish movement #that brought the image of Joel
Sterning to Martha's mind.

"Nothing," he s2id lighily.

Only comfort, she ‘todd\herself. And that is what I do not
have for you.

"Have you eaten?"s She forced hersakf to be brisk snd busines
like.

"I'm net hungry."

"Well, I am! Give me 2 hand snd let's make a quick curry,
Indian style. Come!"

She led the way into the little kitchen. By the time he got
there she hesd taken 2 piece of steak out of the refrigerator and
wes now down on her knees in & corner picking out onions from a
vegeteble box. "Better take off your jacket., There’ s‘gh apron
behind the door. You'll heve to dod the onions;they slways make
2 mess of my eyes." She looked up briefly end noted the slight
wry smile that tugged 2t one corner of his mouth. It tugged et her

heart., It would have been eessier if he hed wept for it was 2 time



to weep. "Plesse fetch me my drink and help yourself to another."

When he returned with the drinks she was sitting et the kitche
table cutting the est into neet little cubes. She took 2 long
swig a1t the gless he handed her, then waved him to the sink where
& small mound of onions were ready for peeling. "It's less
devastating if you do it under running weter."

"All of them3"he asked.

"All of them."

For the space of ten minutes they worked in silence. When
the woman hed done dicing the meat she went into the sitting room,
piled 2 stack of records on her player,and switched it on. She
reduced the volume so thet the_folk songs of the island, sung by
native singers, swept softlystirough the little house. Then she
gathered up her bottle of . rum and contsiner of ice =nd carried
them into the kitcheni

preparing

Simpson h=d nearly finished/pmeXimg the onion$ with only the
faintest hint of wetness about his eyes.

"My eyes would have been running like taps by now," she seid,
refilling their glasses.

"A racisl weakness," he laughed. "Not enough black in you,"

"lLiar," she retorted. "My black Lydia is even worse."

"That's because she doesn't feel black," he temased, "I think
1'1ll do & schelerly tome on race snd reduce everything to & matter

of feeling. And you know something, if science goes on as it is

now doing. with people sble to reshape their featureé and
lighten or darken their complexion at will race will, in a relastivel;
short time, be largely » matter of feeling."

"And of loyalties," she said, thinking of lax Johnson, wonderin
how he was making out in the lend of his birth but TG Eo—wer—s



to which he had returned a&s a stranger.,

She madeﬁquick, abrupt gesture of face, eyes, body, hands,
mind, turned asway from Simpson, scooped up the plate of diced
onions and poured it into the saucepan of hot coconut oil, There
was the sudden hiss of the explosive meeting of boiling oil and
water, A weve of hot steam replsced the almost invisible bluish
haze +the boiling oil had given off. And the smell of onions
browning permeated the kitchen =2nd spread through the little house.

"Yes, of course; eand of loyaliles," ,Andrew Simpson said, ceught
up in Mgrtha Lee's new mood; thinking.of Mone Wright a;d her father,
the greet judge now in detention. Then, & hard unhsppy edge to his
voice, he added: "The question is.loyslities to what, Miss Lee?"
fnd without weiting for an afiswer he took his drink and went quickly
into the other room.

She stood over the ‘enigns, stirring them so thaf”they browned
evenly, making a little 2itual of it which helped to blunt the edge
of thought and feeling. When the onions were done she sguared her
shoulders as though for some hard effort then, without turning and
making her\voiee louder than all the other noises of the house, she
celled: "The onions are brown,"

And when she sensed his presence back in the kitchen she said:
"The red tin on the top shelf., It says pure Madrass curry." Then
"You know I didn't mean to get a2t you."

"I know," he ssid, He gesve her the curry and she put two heszped
spepnsful on the brown onions and kept up her stirring.

"Now the meat," she said; and when he handed it to her she
put it in cube by cube, ensuring that esch piece wa: completely

covered with curried onion goo before putting in the next; and =211



the while keeping up the stirring. When meat, curry , oiions, eoil
were all integrated into a beautiful golden-yellow goo, popping
and bubbling like 8 miniature sppetite-stirring volceno, she turned
the flame of the fire very low, covered the pan and left it to
simmer. She scrubbed her hends vigorousiy btut there Qas no getting
away from the clinging smell of the curry-onion-mezt éombination‘
She set her kitchen timer to go off in half an hour, then she
gathered up her diguor and made for' the blttlng room,

Simpson st stering inte space, ‘€ hed drink un touched;

no longer deshing and godlike, @ ver young men now whose

sharp and strong and clear visi&n n weakened pnd blurred end
-~ disfused by hurt and uncertaint‘ii the Lee fought down the
impulse to speek words of c r
"How did you think ®2d be?" i‘huxxnxmxnxxnmﬁrhuu:n

XEXREEXYXBIER,

"Like this," he ured.

“"Then why, t 1f-pity? Why the running to me?"

Hé wi hough struck. She thdught: He's going to get up i
end wealk Te . -

ot | SuppUﬁé ) } déserve that," he seid ecalmly after a while,
surprising her, meking her feel awful. "It isn't really éelf—bity,"-
he went on thoughtfully, & hint of the old detachment‘of the pre-
Josish deys in his voice. "I think it is surprise, or bewilderment,
¢r both that I had shut my mind so firmly to this espéct of things;
this perscnal humen aspect." }

"So you lied when youﬁggid Just now that you'd expected things
to be as they are?" “

"I suppose you heve to be aggressive, We did push you sround,



But I didn't lie. I remember werning John Stanhope about his
friendship with Joel Sterning =nd the Issacs crowd, And It wasn't
simply becesuse Josiah told me to do so. I believed in‘it and I
believe now that public officiels csnnot have persohai relatipns
with people whose interests are opposed to public policy."

"The Isasacs crowd are agents of public poliecy, on your side,
80 you were wrong."

"Not ot the time. A% that time they had to be frightened
into becoming agenfs of public policy. Bu t's notlwhat I'm

getting at. The point is that it was ry simple for me then, I

saw things cleerly and simply." \_e{l his glass in obe long
draught, got up in one unchers gptic jerky movement and went

1=ba
to the little liquor cambi f@ 2 refill, There was the faintest

hint of a2 sway in his m t.
So you're bawlin;@se you can't see things as simply and

clearly ang more." V

"Yes!" he \herahly. "Yeal®
engry with God and with men. /nd upset end

"And -
unhappy ceRse you can't have your woman and be s hefo of the
revolution Too! Well, it would seem that's how it is, Mr. President:
Secretary! Perhaps you now understand how John Stenhope =nd Mex
Johnson felt."

"But what we did was right, had to be done, if wé were to get
things moving. You know that!"

She turned her back on him then snd walked awross the room

- —ii

to the open window. Outside, the night wes black and 'mfocnless; but
the sky was clear of cloud and the stars hung bright and low over

the esrth.
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From inside the room Simpson spoke again, insistently: "You
don't dispute that we had to do what we did?"

"I dispute nothing," she retorted without turning. "You've
nixz ensured thast no dissenting view is heard loud and clesr.
You've muffled me so it is silly to come here &snd esk what I
think of eny view you or your mester put forwed#d., In the silence
you've reeated there are no voices except your own to listen to.
Is that what you find so hard to live with?"

"No! We cen live with thet bécesuse it ismen unhappy necssity.
Whet is herd is thet the necessity shodld’heVe arisen{ what is
hard is thet selfishness and vested™intereést made such drastic
messures necessary." ‘ >

"Then you ought to be hasmpyy Andy," she swung about and
looked =zcross the room st=hi., "You should find comfort in being
right and having the stﬁéﬂgﬁh to strike down those who ere selfish,"

"I come to you for comfort snd you mock me," he seid, but
calmly, elmost 1ight. He remembered how it hed been on that night
that seemed ® lifetime swey now when he had teken her to Josish
and therehhé& been that flash of intimecy between them,

The tixer went off in the kidthen.

She seid: "The food is reedy", pointed to a drawer and added,
"You lay the teble and I'll get it." Then she went briskly to the
kitchen.

Simpson opened the drawer and found the tablecloth and the
knives, It was the mm memory of the intimescy of thet night that
had brought here now., There was the irrstional hope the! that long
remembered moment might be receptured and with it some of the

essurence and inner tranquility thet had been part of his make-up

in thnasa Aawa
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They ate in silence, weshing down the hot rich curry with
& chilled light lager produced in the islend., Merthe used her
fingers to break the bread and dip it in the curry goo and after
a2 while Simpson aBandoned his knife snd fork snd followedl suit.
The measure of his enjoyment of the food surprised him: the lest
time he had experienced this kind of sensuel plessure wes the
night Mona had made him make love to her, The remembrance of it
was an arrow of sweet-bitter grief.

When they had esten Marthe rose snd ¢lefred the tsble. And
it was while she passed close to him tha# Simpson reached out and
got hold of her, one hand on her thin bBeny erm,the other on her
waist, She pulled away. He hedd om, lightly but firmly, She
became very still, very calmgy“we¥y relesxed, very remote., She
cocked her head to the right snd looked into his fece with
expressionless Chineseeyesd

thatever Simpson's original impulse,holding on to the women,
feeling the warmth\of her flesh, evoked 2 sherp underc;rrent of
sexual desire, | The look in his eyes beceme 2 plees.

For @ wild moment the woman wes possedsed of = strong urge
to comfort this unhappy young man with her body. She hed done as
much for other men et other times, and not all of them as worth-
while &s this one. Then the moment passed. Not this one. The
expressionless eyes ceme to life, looked 2t him with 2 hint of
mockery. ©She let out a coarse gurgling laugh, tinged with teasing
vulgarity.

"So that's it: belly full, now = piece of taill Sorry, me
love, that's not pert of my plan. Loyslty or whatever else you
went to call it ends here. I'm no substitute for your Mona and

no comforter of lonely young men, not even if they are Presidentis”
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Secretsries! No piece of tsil from me, ducky! Not now! Not ever!"
Then she let out her cruel deliberate lsugh again.

All expression went from Andrew Simpson's handsome fece. The
normally vibrant black-brown skin becsme tinged with o ghestly
hint of green. His eyes seemed lifeless and suddenly sunk fer
back in his skull. He let go his hold on Marthe Lee as though
burnt by the touch of her., Then, without a word, he pushed back
his chair as he rose from the teble and wald¥%ed out of the little
house, ‘ _ :

Martha Lee closed her eyes and hﬁlauan to herself znd let him
g0. »

Outside, 2t the grte, Andrew Simpson 21l but collided with
Joel Sterning, coming in t&lqﬁll on Martha Lee.'

As éoon es Sterning looked into her face he knew thet whxt

tired and
she was £ll knotted up, and becruse he was/¥xrmimd the dinner
for the Eastern Trade Delegation had bored him to the point of
irritetion, it engered him thet Andrew Simpson's presence could
heve sd affected her thet she did not respond to his need.

"Ana what did he went?" His irritation broke through.

"Comfort,"” she ssid coldly. "And being = man it mesnt one thin,

"Not giving it to him seems to have upset you."

She choked down the quick retort that spreng to mind. He's
tired snd mpzEX fed up and I'm not helping, she told herself.

"I% wouldn't heve really comforted him," she said mildly.

Hé poured » drink for himself end moved restlessly sbout the
room. She thought: I should have done thet for him; eny such
gesture would help eese his bloody-mindednese.

""And "that's the only resson why you didn't give it to him?"
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"Please, Jdoel," she murmured,

He turned and stered et her with heed cocked to cone side,
Spoiligg for 2 fight, she.thought,registerihg the chellenging
posture, I should hsve been more demesnding esrlier; I should
heve made him come %o me; it was wrong not to. ~

"Whet's happened to the proverbiesl Lee honesty? Come, tell
me: wo;ld yoﬁ have bedded him had you been éertain of the comfort
part? After all, he 's one of your people, entitled to the specisl
compassion you reserve for those born her%

"Drop it, Joel, please." @

"Is it that hard to snswer?" \

She sighed. "All right, J ; wince you sre determined to

\

have it: I might have."
"Is ‘might' the bes Qc?m do?" :
"All Tightl I wo o '
"That's better@s how the public knows the greest Miss

t and honest snd upright!"

is eyes, very semnsitive now to his mood, she
reelisedspe Wes enjoying himself | thgt this verbsl violence on
her wes & plessursble relesse ss needed as is cursing to the
inarticulate. Hea he been a different mam, & men nf the islend
perheps or one from & different cultural beckground he might have
sought this releesse by lknocking her down,

"I think you better go, Joel."

He threw back his hesd =nd leughed; it wes = mirthless, mocking
sound. W

"dust like thet! When she wants she seys come, when it cesses

to plesse she s2ys go., Just like that!"
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¥ She lowered her hesd so that_she should not see his feace.
"Forgive me," she murmured: she hesitrted then added "I

thought you'd done #nd not being & Semite myself 1 do not have

the semitic cepacity to éppear nobler for being kicked." She

felt the chenge of mcod in the room; it was es if & current of

electricity hed been turned off. There wes no need to look up

to see the chsnged expression on his fece. In plece of the bbight

hint of humen cruelty of = moment ago the eyes, now, will be

the
guarded and ca2lm and with a touch of/sombres ﬂeaolshion which is

part end parcel of the knowledge of Just ﬂq;u;lone eachh one of us
reelily is on this earth: knowing of not knowing this is the real
gep between innocence and expex%!nce@ And the racial thing is still
the eesiest weepon with whiuﬁ o \foree each other bsck into our
perticulsr sloneness.

He ssid: "I'm sorry, aﬁihpps I hed better go."

She looked up then #nd Sterning ssw the hint of tears in per
eyes; but he kgew, she would not allow them to tske over. She
chewed at herypper lip. |

"It'S my feult," she seid. "This wouldn't have ukmp heppened
if 1'% ﬂsked you to come here to eat. Instesd you hrd your Eastern
treders end I hed Andy Simpson.”

"Whom you would heve bedded hnd you been sure it would work."”
But ne could not, now, revive his anger et the thought.

She nodded. "Yes."

e turned to the hiquor'cebinet then, but she moved more
quickly, got there first and fixed = drink for him. '

"I should have taken a chence," he said musingly, recelling
that far-off day nearly five years sgo when he hed suggested in

this very room thet they live together openly snd so force Clare
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to divoree him.

Martha Lee made the connection immedistely.

*I hsd something %o say tco, remember,"

He shrugged slightly. She geve him the drink; they looked
into ench other's eyes and there was the intimacy of knowledge
shered., And he imew that she #lso remembered the quickness with
which he hed welcomed her rejection of the suggestion, The
gesture had really been a2 bit of mentsl strutiing, a showy piece
of shedow boxing for her benefit, not uQ beﬂ%ﬂlen seriously. And
she head done the expected thing, uh& Waﬁ agsin doing the right
thing now, The di’fererice waes thg‘mgﬁgﬁl awareness this time: thet
it was pext of the show. y‘rw

“But I didn't have the gum" * He turned from her and walked
to the open window. "WVe hot& know I didn't intend to do enything,
even if you'd sgreed. I’would have found some wey of wriggling out."

"We must stop thisy Joel." She went to the toble where she
end Andrew Simpson hed esten ond set down, overwlhelmed by a sudden
weeriness Gﬁ”h@ﬁyiénd mind. “This is whet husbsnds 2nd wives do
to eaﬁh 6i§ef and still live together becruse they have to, Friends
snd lovers cennot go in for this type of spiritucl striptecse
without ceesing to be friends and lovers. You know, my deer, I
never thought very nuch of the cult of showing guts and I never
thought of you in terms of hsving or not haﬁiﬁg guts, So there's
no need to lecerate yourself or to sevege me.,"

“I cen't teke it sny more, Mertha." Then, explosively: "I've
decided to go! To lesve." 7

Mertha's body jerked upright, 211 wesriness forgotten, She

knowing

stered at Joel's stiff back,/knxing as 8 pessing thing thet he was
holding on with 2ll his might. She weited till she felt calm, til2
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the tension left her body, then she spoke, meking her voice flat,
impersonal: "When?"

His body relexed visibly.

"I don't know; heven't decided yet."

"I meent when did you meke the decision?"

"I don't know; I thought of it just now but I probably made
it a long time ago."

"Alone?"

"It wes you who werned egeinst this kind“of stripping."

"Too late, Is she going with you?*

"I expect so."

"Do you want her to?"

"Yes. I think so." He_ furned then and looked across the room
at her., "Would you come?"

She smiled and a rsre tenderness showed in her face.

"No."

He nodded &% this bit of knowledge confirmed. Now they were
as close as_they hed ever been,

"Whett woulé you have done if I'd seid yes?"

"Gone into & blue funk, I think; end then, blue funk end a1l,
I would hnve taken you with me." r

"And your Clera snd your children?"

"Why speculate? The gquestion doesn't erise.,"

"It could have, very ensily, = moment 2go.”

He shook his heed, meking it & gentle mg%ion of denial, A
terriﬁle sndness was minglied with the love he felt for this women
who had not tried to bind him to her. In some odd wey thet he

himself could not understsnd she hesd helped him meke this decision.
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"And you," he ssid, caught in the mood of the moment, "what
will you do?" How would she fere under the new dispensation?
Would she end up one of the vietims? Something he wanted to promise
her, some commitment that would show the neture of his love.

Again the soft smile flitted scrcss her face.

"What I did before you csme, deer Joel.‘iive and work and
survive, And perheps, with luck, there will occesionally be a
- men with whom there will be moments of intimescy and compenionship."

"Thet 21172"

"That is all"

"What can I do?"

She wes deliberstely obtuse, ™Bo whet you decided, Take your
Clare =nd go."

"I meant for you."

She swallowed herd,.

"I went you butiyow'd be = fool to stay; they'li break you so
badly thet in the end I may stop wanting you."

"You knew I didn't come here -"

\ Telt

"I ¥mow,Y she cut in gquickly =2nd he/kmxe the rkkkY¥e weariness
in her voice,

He come towerds her, uncertein end self-conscious suddenly
despite the years of intimecy. She rose end put 2 hend on his
8Ym.

"Don't blow it up in your mind, Joel, It wasn't & thing of
high pession., I'll miss the quietness between us - end the talking
much more than the bedding. Think of me sometimes, rnd if you can

do it without messing up things between yourself snd your Clere

write me,."
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In 2 sudden, wild, impulsive gesture, Joel Sterning flung
his srms about Msrtha L.ee and held her tight.

"Come with me!" he urged over end over sagein.

Mearths Lee willed her hody into total relsxésion =nd waited
calmly for the moment of pession to pess,

Lt lest Sterning stopped plesding; the tightness of his grip
relaxed, then he let her go.

"I wish - " he begen; then he turned awey from her snd walked
stiffly to the door. |

liertha followed him out to the vememla, He turned to her,
ewkwerdly. She tilted her face up £0» him to kiss her, He did so,

| /

tenderly, lingeringly.

She seid: "Go now, Joela'Gongye."

He left her quicklygy Hé.;ooked beck when he reached her gate.
She weved to him; themle jﬁrned and went to his cer,

Mertha Lee went\back into the house, locked up #nd then poured
herself = nightclpaflt-stsrtled her = little that she should feel
so calm, so etemposed, so self-possessed. But she knew herself,

knew the% redction would set in leter, slowly, when loneliness end
need for = ﬁpn ceme on her end festidiousness mede finding the
right men difficult., Thet, she knew, was when she would really
miss Joel Sterning snd the rere kind of men-=child he is. She

tossed down the drink, called the dog, Shebs, »nd went into her
bedroom, utterly weary but knowing sleep would be = long time,
coming. For the present her mind shut out all thought of Joel
Sterning or the affeirs of the island. She thought, instead, of

the blrck father of her deaf-mute child. He hed been the first,
end in a sense the only one, who had aroused her physiceal pessions

fully. He had slso taught her the reality of loneliness. Those
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others who ceme fm¥me after had only reach » smell part of her,
the fringes of her being: 2311 of them, except this last one now
gone, With him there had been 2 strenge kind of understanding to
which sex wes a small physicsl overtone. And becouse this had
been something new, a thing of the mind,; its end eerried the
promise of 2 greater loneliness then she hed known before it...
But that other one, the first one, the men who had made 2 women
of her, where was he now? Alone? Unheppy? At~the end of one
situation, =s she now was? Or gey and;happy'énd teking every-
thing some other womsn hsd to give?

She stripped; got into bed, 1i% 2 cigarette} turned out the
liéht and lay on her back redmximg body snd mind end allowing
a confused snd jumbled pattern of thought and feeling to course
through her mind, Aftar maﬁy hours and meny cigrrettes and just
as the first signs of light epperred in the e~stern sky she slipped
into en uneasy, restless sleep thet made her toss snd turn all '
the time. And the“unersiness of the mistress pessed to the dog,

and it toe spent » restless night.,

Clere Sterning woke in the smell hours snd wes instently ewsare
that Joel wes not in bed. Since the 0ld Mon's deeth she hed slipped
beck into the hebit of crewling into Joel's bed whenever he wes

out late et night. 7This had nade of the physicel thing between

(=N

thew # strong bridge on the way bsck to where they hsd sterte

o
1. IO e

clock told her it wes eleven minutes sfter four. She remeined
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stilli for s minute or two longer then she flung the blenkets
beck end swung out of bed., Whet remained of the night wess o
world of discerneble shrdows so there wes no need for light.
She left the bedroom snd psdded, berefooted, scross the thick
cerpet to the living room.

It wes 28 she had hoped. Hde wes home; deep in his favourite
cheir by the picture window. She thought he wes asleep and hed
forgoiten to turn off the little side light, Then she saw the
liquor on the side-teble oand her hesrt genk e Hittle.

"Clere - 2"

"Yes, Joel., I thought you were csleep."”

"Or drunk?"

"No," she lied. "Not that,"\

"I didn't went to @istur® you, =nd I needed to think. Come;f
let me give you 2 drinky IMhave something to tell you." |

comething 2bout his voice made her feel pesceful. She reméined
at the door.

"Not that.stuff. Let me hot up some chocolete for both ofus,”

She left without weiting for him to sgree; end when she
returned with the hot chocolate he was &s she had left him. She
locked out of the picture window end Mosesville wes o city of
twinkling stars on ghe fece of the esrth.

He seid: "I'm going, Clere; I'm lesving the islend.”

She breced herself r=nd forced her eyes to focus on the
twinkling sters down below.

He went on: "I want you to come with me. I would very much
like you to come with me but I think you should olso know that ‘

i

I'm going in 2ny case*®
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She relsxed, snd now she_could not see the sters on the earth,
end there wes 2 weekness in the pit of her stomech, like thet
nightmere weakness after the big bleck girl hed hit her, but withou
the sccompsnying terror now, |

"I will go with you if you went me, you know that, Joel. When
do we go?"

"The sooner, the better.”

Now thersters on the eerth were in foews once more.

"Where will we go?%" .

"To Europe, of course, London, Parisy; Rome, Not Germeny: not
Germeny for a very long time; perhepsmever., I'll have to find
something to do. We must go where we'll both be heppiest. I
rather suspect we'll end up im-London. But we'll see."

"And the children?"

"I was thinking ebout them. I know your femily would prefer
them to finish their educstion in the 8tetes..." He prused fo:
so long that{ she turned from the window snd came to him and knelt
beside his choir.

"It is whsat you wanti, Joel. They sre our children, yours and
mine, " :

He slipped his hend behind her neck snd masssged it gently.

He seid: "All you heve to do is look 2t me to see 21l the
wegknesses in 2 Europesn educetion.”

“But thet is what you went for them."

"Yesp especially for the boy."

"Then thet is how it will be. They will come with us. "

"It won't be easy, Clera., You'll miss msny things."

“"We'll set things in motion tomorrow - I meen todsy. You
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know the family's going t3'£e very upset."”

"Especially your fether."

“But he'll understend tco."

Under the influence cf his gentlemassaging » drowsiness
begen to spreed through Clere's body. She removed his hsand,

b 1 ﬁou go on I'1]l fall osleep at your feet."”

- She rose, renched down to his hands end pulled him up. "We

heve much to do so let ﬁs rest while we cen,"

Side by side, hend in hend, they lgoﬁiﬁ down 2t the twinkling
lights of the city. »"gffl <
He seid: "I sew Morthe Lee 1a§¥}@;g££; It's over., I told
her we were lesving." ) : 
So meny things we ere gﬁing:to miss, Clers told herself.

"Come," she srid, Fn&’igﬁﬂthé way to their bedroocums.

A
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Red Hills P.0,,
St. Andrew,
Jemaice,

October 31, 1966

Deexr Hurold,

I will certeinly see that the manuscript gets/you
by mid-November.

g L. Serry you had to weit so long for it eand for the fzet
3 thet I heve inflicted nothing but 2 series of delays on you:
first there wes the trip to Guysna and th shortly after
my return here there was the emergency si n in West
Kingston., This latter which wes besiceldy creation of

a couple of over-ambitious young pol involved urgent
questions of eivil liberties whieh I t feel I could
stand eside from. All of which me nj being involved
rather deeply in things other ths reture. But the
emergency ends in two days' eng I'd like to believe
that the efforts put in by e n of people here helped
to keep the liberty of the t reasonably intasct during
this time, In eny event vise matter will resch

by mid-November.

Cne question: I 1ng on the Feber page proofs,

Would the psge pro ccepteble for the printers or
would you prefer a u ript? I do have my own carben of
1

the ms s0 I cou asz;f ou have either.

I envy y planned Japsnese trip. It is one of
the places very much like to see one dey.
As ever,
s Peter Abreahems

Nr, Herold Strauss,

; . Alfred A, EKnopf Inc.,
L 501 ledison Avenue,

3 _‘I New York 22 ° N Yn




Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

yd' Alfred A KHOpf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.
i oF

October 25, 1966

Dear Peter:
I wonder if, as a personal favor, you could tell me
when you expect to deliver the revised manuscript of your novel,
I am planning to go to Japan for two months at the end of January,
and I shall be extremely busy during December and January with
other contracted manuscripts coming in at that“eime. If you
manage to get me yours by mid-November, it would help a great
If not, do let me know when I may expéect its
As always, L
s

Haréld Straus,

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica,

BRITISH WEST“INDIES

HS: es




Mfred A. Kl’l()pf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNGPF NEW YORK

July 7, 1966

Dear Peter:

Many thanks for your letter of July 2nd. I am sorry
you are so troubled by the problems of revising THIS ISLAND
NOW, but please remember that we have put ourselves éntirely
in your hands, and will abide by whatever decisions you make
regarding revisions. We do think that the criticisms we made
will also be made by reviewers, and that is why we felt obliged
to pass them on to you. I feel certain from past experience ti
the novel will be reviewed first and foremost as a novel, and 1
as a political analysis, no matter how valuable the political i

I do wonder if you are not exaggerating the importance
what you call the structural balance, And if it is important,
it be improved by fleshing out the now seemingly telescoped end

The question of publishing 'radically" Qiffering versiol
the novel here and in England is an interesting one. But I per:
don't see why we have to be conventional about it. And aren't j
exaggerating a bit when you use the word 'radically"”? You yours
have ruled out changes so radical as to make it another story, a
course we agree, I might add that there have been other cases o
being published in several versions, which makes an interesting
literary history.

By all means take two weeks or so to make up your mind., And
then please do let me know not only how you plan to revise, but when I
shall have the final manuscript,

As always,
Haro{d Strauss
Peter Abrahams, Esq.
""Coyaba'

Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew, JAMAICA

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS
HS:sr



Coyebe,

Red ﬁills Pe O.
S5t. Andrew.
Jameica,

July 2, 1966

Det'r H"I‘C‘ld,

I hrve now gone over the book very csrefully in the form of

the Fober page proofs end it haes left me with & very mixed
resction,. It is a very pocliticel story, in feet the politics
is the siory. I see and tske your criticism thet the politiesl
dorinstes, snd yet sny other epproach wo =ve chenged it

8o rgdicelly ss to meke it snother sto %com‘ae ano‘ther
story might heve been very much bet gmere successful,

I don't know. The irouble is that tﬂ{\w 8 the one 1 set out

to write, including the greduel fading into unimportance of

the privete personesl problems face of the unfolding
politicel reelity. I heve hed a couple of goes - trying .
%o meet one of your besi of eriticism - et bringing
the Merthe Lee~Jokdk an  Sterning emotionsl situetion
back into the fore ‘\\uf the last pert of tue story; but

so faxr ell I hav gagbvﬁﬁed in doing is to upszet the structursl
balenced of t szd of the story. ‘nywey, 1 will {try sone
more. : i

There is gﬁE:s: point I'm not too heppy about which is tae
quesﬁion oNpblishing rndieally differing versions of the same
bock, =2nd this, I suspect, contributes to a2 kind of psychologic
al resistonce to the meking of changesS.... Plerse don't
misunderstend mej; ell this is by way of thinking sloud; I would
of course much rather you publish the same version sz Faber,
but 1 wil; cerﬁﬂinly try end meet those of your objections

which do not require redicel chenges in the story. The trouble
is this 1
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is this is unlikely to really satisfy either of us. But I'1l
de the best I cen,

So plesse give me enother two weeks or so =nd I will try and
let you know something finsal.

As ever

~ ' Peter Abrahanms |

®<<? |
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yg' Alfred A. Knopf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

June 21, 1966

Dear Peter:

Just a note to tell you that I bélieve I have
settled everything with Martha Winston. The~letter of agreement
should be on its way to you by this times

I was quite worried for a long time at not
hearing from you, because I was not-aware of the Jamaican postal
strike. But I am now partieularly glad to hear that it is over,
and that you are seriously considering our various editorial
suggestions.

As'a personal favor, so that I can plan my time,
would you make a rough estimate of when you think you will be
able to send the manuscript?

As always,
s
[(’; @ .,/{o(
Haréié Strauss
HS:bh
Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba
Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew
Jamaica, B.W.I.

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



fﬁ- Alfred A. Knopf Foc: 501 Madizon 4.

Luble x|

Apri' ", 966

Dear Peter:

g Not having had an answer from you to my letter of March Ist,
I phoned Martha Winston yesterday. She told me that you were
uneasy. about our lack of enthusiasm for A PASSAGE IN TIME, and
had asked her what to do. This makes me think you must have
misunderstood the purpose of my criticisms,

We are enthusiastic about publishing you. We hope to do so
for a long time to come, as | have already told you. That we see
some weaknesses in A PASSAGE IN TIME is of course quite egident;.
the purpose of my letter of March Ist was to give you an
opportunity to respond to what we thought:were sound criticisms,
or to decide that you want the book published as it is. |If we
did not give you a chance to consider our criticisms, we would
have been doing you a disserviﬁe. i

By the same token, it is wmot quite right to measure our
enthusiasm by our criticisms. You ére an author whom we have
been publishing for'a long time, and hope to continue to publish
f-r a long time, so editorial criticisms cannot possibly be
allowed to influence the way we publish the book. Perhaps |
should add that enthusiasm or the lack of it is not as important
as it seems in launching a novel. You know how enthusiastic |
was about A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN., We distributed about 4,400
copies at the peak, but about six hundred came back. This leaves
a net sale of 3,800, just about the identical figure for the
total sale of A WREATH FOR UDOMO,

Do let me hear from you soon in any case,

Cordially,
HS :nl

.é//y/-c//éz:"( /’)

Harold Strauss

[u./ﬁBm_{ o s Fedug” 2

PUBLISHER OF BORZ OOKS o oy
i_%p%/f«ﬁ?ﬁ'f



Peter Abrahams, Esq. -5 - March 1, 1966

Page 268: another lecture by Josiah,

The reader I have been quéting made the most severe criticisms.

I pass them on to you with no idea that you will follow all of them; but perhaps
some of them will be useful to you.

I hope you will understand the spirit in whic h these comments are
made. From your previous books we know you to be a very good and skillful
novelist, a talented writer, as Orville Prescott called you. I think for once
you have let your absorption in political ideas overcome your instincts as a
novelist., As I said in the beginning of this letter, it is probably too late
to remedy this completely. Or at least we think it would be asking too much of
you to do so. But a few steps in the direction of my main criticisms would
certainly help a great deal.

Do let me know your decision as soon as possible. Martha Winston
has asked me to hold up the publication agreement until I hear from you.

I cannot end this letter without adding that we want to continue
to publish your books for a long time to come.

As always,

Har6ld Strauss

cc: Miss Martha Winston
HS:bh

Peter Abrahams, Esq.

Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, British West Indies



yg Alfred A. Kn0pf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

February 17, 1966

Dear Peter:

You must be wondering why you have not heard
from me regarding A PASSAGE IN TIME, We see problems in the
manuscript, and it has had Ehrée réadings to date. I have in
fact six pages of notes from one reader. But even now I am
not yet able to tell you what we will suggest. I am writing
you now so that you will not think we are neglecting the
manuscript. Quite the contrary.

I'm not prepared to go into details now, but on
the other hand I don't want to seem too myétifying. The chief
criticisms here are that differemnt individuals seem to become
the central characters in different parts of the novel; and
that the political conflicts are not worked out in terms of
personal conflicts; as should be done in a novel,

More soon.

As always, /
o "’;", )

IO

Harold Strauss

HS:bh

Peter Abrahams, Esq.

Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, British West Indies

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



yd' Alfred A KHOpf I}:c. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

August 17, 1965

Dear Peter:

I know you won't receive this letter for some
five or six weeks, but I do wanflto acknowledge your most
welcome note of August 9th. I'm delighted that you have
finished a new novel and that you will probably be able to
send it to me in October.

It will be interesting to hear what you have to
say about Kenya after you return. The problems of tribalism
and nationalism in the new African countries do not seem Lo
me to be diminishing at all, even though, except for the Sudan,
things are relatively quiet.

By the way, we may once again have a little title
trouble. There are several books with the title THROUGH A GLASS,
DARKLY, at least one.of which, that by Val Gielgud, John's
brother, is still in print.

As always, | ‘
e .
Aen /e
Haroid‘Strauss
Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew, JAMAICA

HS:sr

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS
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yd' Alfred A Knopf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

June 24, 1965

- -

3 Dear Peter:

_—

I confess that I delayed answering your interesting letter
of May 27th in the hope that I would be able to pass on some
good news about sales. I'm sorry to tell you that to date
they have reached a total of only 4250 copies, and that ddes'“
not take into account possible returns of unsold copies from
booksellers. Sales are continuing in a very modest way, and: .
may balance out against returns, but even so, the total leaves
me disappointed. A
My hope now is that we can cash in on, the wonderful press
which A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN received.when we come to publish your
next book. That often happens. 'We can perhaps work for a bigger
advance sale and more intensive promotion--although I must say .
we spent quite a bit more in advertising A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN
than we were entitled to by orthodox publishing formulas. That
was based on our enthusiasm for the book and the fact that you
told me that you were going towdevote more time to writing fiction.
And what news is there of your next novel? I do look forwarf ;;°
to reading it. .
As for your remarks about the situation in the Dominican Repu‘b .
I have much the same mixed feelings that.you have. I am opposed to
our policy in Vietnam, but I think the situation in the Dominican
Republic is quite different. It'’s just possible that the 0.A.S.
may be prodded into becoming a vigorous, viable peacekeeping
organization, which is more than one can ever hope for as far as

SEATO is concerned.

As always, WA
Peter Abrahams, Esq. W e
Coyaba W/ 24
Red Hills, P.O. y 4

St. Andrew ¢
Jamailca
PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS

HS: ths
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Alﬁ' ed A . KllOpf Ji ncorporated

F UEBLISHEHR O F BO RZOI B OOKS

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: PLaza 1-2600

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N.Y.

May 12, 1965

Dear Peter:
I have been away for a few weeks, which is the reason you haven't
heard from me recently. Yesterday Mrs. Wilkins sent you a copy of a

quote ad that appeared in the New York Times, I am not sure whether

you have seen a copy of the first ad, which also appeared in the

New York Times, and 1 send you a copy herewith,

I promised you some sales figures. We now seem to have re-educated
(the technical word is "reprogrammed") our computer, and I now have
reasonably accurate figures. The advance sale before publication was
somewhat less than I expected or the book deserved--about 3,000 copies=--
but the rate of sale since publication is moderately good, and to judge
it in the short period of time, it seems to be improving. The total
sale is 3,700 copies to date, but last week alone we sold 308 copies,
It's impossible to make any predictions at this stage, but I can at least
hope that the rate will accelerate,

You seem to have had first-rate instincts in setting your next
novel in the Caribbean. I wish we had left the Dominicans to stew in
their own juices, but for better or worse, events have certainly attracted
the spotlight to that area. (All I meant by my remark about the Dominicans
is that if we had to intervene at all, we should have done so through the

OAS, not unilaterally.)



At any rate, 1'11 look forward to reading your next novel very much,

As always,

Haréld Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P,0.

St. Andrews

Jamaica, West Indies

HS:SCW:ENC,
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Alfred-A-Knopf Lucorporated

U B LISHLER O F B O R X 0O 1 B O O K 8§

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
‘Telephone: PLaza 1-2600

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N.Y.

March 24, 1965

Dear Peter:

Here is another excellent advance comment from a trade organ,
THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, Of course I have seen no general reviews of

A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN, but when I do, I will send them £o you.

As always,

v

—
/
>

7L
EK—
P
Ve

£

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrews

Jamaica, West Indies

HS:SCW



"Coyaba",

Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew.
Jdomaica.

Februery 18, 1965

Dear Herold,

Very many thanks for the sirmeil copy and the Publishers
Weekly review, I like the look of the book and I agree with
you thet the photo on the back of the jeacket has come out
very well; the first review, too, seems pretty promising. So
2ll we can do is weit end see end I hope %nthusiaam of
your sales department pays off.

I had not thought of going b xlchnrd Nkosi but
certainly is an idee to keep ip mi¥d. I am working on
something now - set in the Csri - but until there is
2 lot more shape to it the thing to tell. I am
trying to finish s first by sbout April and hope that
by then eithe# sales ox journalistic commissions
would meke possible 3ixVto eight weeks visit to East Africa.
inother Richerd N “\hﬂght come out of thei visit though I
went to break g ‘gipom only writing sbout Africa.

The N. ! Sundey megazine hes bought & piece they
asked me on the problem of conmunicetion between the
lighter snd derker people. Chap hendling it is Gereld Walker

inecese your're interested. I don't know when they'll publish
it but its the sort of thing you'd like to read.

As ever



7£’ Alﬁ'ed A. Knopf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

February 5, 1965

Dear Peter:

A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN is off press, and we sent you one
of your author's copies by airmail and the remaining nine
author's copies by book_pospa I do hope you like the appear-
ance of the book, The photograph on the back of the jacket

came out pretty well, I think,

As always,
Al AR
1
/i

HaroldeStrauss

P.S. Publication date is April 42,

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.0.

St. Andrevs

Jamaica, Westy,Indies

HS:5CW

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



PUB LIS HER O F

Alfred A KHOpf Ji ncorporated

B ORZOI B O OK S

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: PLaza 1-2600

February 3, 1965

Dear Peter:
There is a good deal of enthusiasm in the sales department--hard-
boiled fellows, those--for A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN, And now the first of

the trade journal reviews has appeared, one in Publishers' Weekly.,

The trade journals comment on books about two months before publication,
and have some influence. I send you a copy herewith, and I am delighted
with it, of course.
It's too early to say much about sales, but I am somewhat optimistic.
I do hope you are at work on & new novel, and will let me have some
news about it soon.,
I don‘t want to. constrict your creative ideas in any way, but I
do wonder whether it has ever occurred to you to use the character, or

at least the name, of Richard Nkosi again?

As always,

/" ol '

; R vy ¢
b 74 o S
rd
V)
/

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esgq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrews, Jamaica W.I.

HS:SCW



yg‘ Alfr Cd A. KﬂOpf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

‘Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

November 24, 1964

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

Just a word to tell you I am returning the original
"laughing picture" to you by airmail, under separate cover,
As soon as our copies are made, I will mail a dozen to yéu

and two to Mr. du Sautoy for the British edition.

Faithfully,

% Lo Ao

Sophig Widkins

.."’ 5
Peter Abrahams, Esq, L
Coyaba
Red Hills P.O,
St. Andrew
Jamaica, West Indies > 5
v&/(‘ December 4, 1964
5

P.S. As you see by tie above dat>, I thought better of
it anghwaited till I had the requested twelve prints
és 4’/‘4@
to gemdyyou, Two of the same are going to Mr. de Sautoy.

Weswhink they turned out remarkably well and hope you are

pleased wit h them tooc.

SCey”

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



Alfred A KIIOpf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

November 20, 1964

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

Just a word to tell you.,I just mailed page proof
of front matter, including the list of names etc., in great
haste by air first class, trusting you will return it as

quickly as possible as we need it by the first of December.

Faithfully,
/ A 2l
:/517" C/(f(.,} //b‘ ' /{\_, i
Sophie Wilkins
Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba
Red Hills P O

St. Andrew
Jamaica, West Indies

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



A

g ot G.ya'b‘ I !
2 A Red #ills P.O.
| St. Anﬂrew,

! - Jemsica, -

Kovember 23, 1964

Desr Herold,

I sn today returning to you by eirmsil pamcel poaf
the galleys and the msnuscript. '

' The whele thing was remarkably clean wiih no mers then
tug s bendful of smell typos, The ene big HHeng I weuld Koo 1
like you %o look out for is & plece of traQu®yition that
neads to be msde on pages 169, 170, 1T1ME - Znlleys.
1f you look £% my smmuscript you will vgee 219 (of my
pege numberings) wes set before nege ere is net any
work involved beyond the bodily s n®, ¢f one psge. I have
indicsted where on tie gelley. Thi r, incidentally, is
not of our meking. The printer'eguMering (in red) shows thet
the fauld lies with them, v | '

¥

T

As ever



A
o b

Coyabe, oA
Red Hills P.O.
:  S%s Andrew,
¥ Jemaice.

Novenber 19, 19564

Te=zr Herold,

The gelleys erri&ed lest night. I will try to get through
. the bulk, if not e&ll, over the weekend,s #nd wsil them beck
" to you during the course of nexi week., ' ; @

“¥r. Cervesi should heve reeceived tue ﬁnraa-ﬁ}.how,“
which shkould snswer your rether urgent lgs 8 % .

4



yg' Alfred A. Knopf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

. Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

. November 19, 1964

Deary Peter:

Just a note to let you know that we have tentatively

set April 12 as the publication date for A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN,

As always,

///“” &l
7

™

/

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P O

St Andrew

Jamaica, West Indfles

HS : SCW
cc: Martha WinsSton

PUBLISHEER OF BORZOI BOOKS



yd' Alfred A. KI’lOpf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

November 16, 1964

Dear Peter:

My last letter.to you must have crossed yours to
Mr., Gervasi of November 9, enclosing the two glossy prints,
the retouched enlargement 6f the snapshot, and what you call
"the little laughing picture.,” I like the last one by far
the best and so does everyone else here. We are using it for
the jacket;as soon as it is reproduced, our publicity déﬁartment
will make copies. Then we'll send two to=Faber and Faber and
a dozen to you, and of course returngthe oxiginal to you.
I am keeping the other prints and=iite w0 negatives in case of
emergency. But I'1l return them“go you in a few months, unless

you need them earlier.

_ As always,

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, West Indies

HS:S5CW
/ / A ZS’VK
o (] 1oy o ) Lo i
Ilyf "I ? !1 e A ,{!r" A ‘L: v e “-":r,“/‘?:’av e i A
Hug - LA e {4 t

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

yg' Alfred A KHOpf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

November 10, 1964

Dear Peter:
I have just received word that the printer is expecting
to mail galleys--i.e., page proof--to you on the 12th. Needless

to say, the sooner we can have them back here at the office, the

better.

As alwaysy
= rg ."- P
) Ao
1 B
/et

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills B,O0.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, West Indies

HS:SCW

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



November 9, 1964,

Deaxr Mr, Gervasi,

I am sorry ehout the delay in letting yoeu hsve the enclesed
pictures but I had e lititle troudble with the studie which
re-touched the pictures (removing every wrinkle wart and mark)
into'a sort pretty end smepeth face that was faceless, They have
new removed the re-touching from the negativ d the two prints

" stemped 'Wally Allen' sre the result, Fr while I think
they will reproduce well 'l find them 9@

Ce
RN wes used somewhere
% like to consider.

I slso enclese & sumller pict
g couple of years back and which

Finelly, Mr, Strsuss sent invs of the two snapshots

he develeped and I am enclesiag Wie ene in shirtsleeve with the
heavy backgreund eof feoliag ateds I feel ressonebly certein
thet you will heve.theugh 8 yeurself, but I wanted to bring
it to your atitentien jus se you have net, ‘his print stends

out much more sharply wi the fellage and it i3 much more
chersecierigtic of me th e studie effert, The real preblem is
of ceurse ene of rephedu on and on that ene you must be the final
erbiter, If, heviexer, feel semething can be done, llr, Strauss
hes the negative g\gich I gent up to him,

ecide to use, I should be most greteful if yeu
to Feber & Fever in lenden who are my English

3 dozen er so thet I c¢an send on te the French and
1G4 tne Germans and Iltsliens and so ferth whe usually
pablish tre¥Tlations of my stulf,

\ ' : g
‘ Yours sincerely

!

Eugene Gervesi, Esqe,
Publicity Menager,
Alfred A. Enepf Inc,,
New York,

P.S. Plesse return the little leughing picture as I
'"borrowed' Lfrom ny wifel O Vet ;



Coyabe
Red Hills P,0,
St., Andrew, Jrmaica,

Noverber 9, 1964
Dear Hereld, ; - '

Very meny thenks for your twe prints which we all Bere
like very puch, In frct my wife is of the epinien that the
one in shirt sleeve is- vestly mere like I reeslly am then
then are the two studie pictures I have tedmy dispatched to
Hr. Gervasl. But there is of course the proBlem of reproductien,
and %o try end get over it she has painted thae rsther
heavy bace:grmmd of folimge snd the re %, 8 to usg¢ a vory
much clearer definition let wé ere na g and only the
expertis csn say whether thn't will me od enough for

reproduction purposes, I have imc is as well ss
anc ther rathed nice laughing nietu have discovered in
the femily =lbum, se¢ Mr, Ge”ves have quite & renge %o

chooss from.

I hove ssked MNr, Gervp et me end Peler du Seutey
hesve some prints of whichéWe e considers best for
reyroductiorn purposes j @ Pollowing his offer ¥o let me
heve prints of the :m::-i\ ot

trait, 1 -
@\V | As ever
A2

Herold Streuss, Esq.,
Afred A. Enepf. /



Alﬁ”ed 'A' KﬂOpf I ncorporated

PUBLTISHER O F

-

B ORZOTI B O O K s

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: PLaza 1-2600

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N. Y.

October 27, 1964
Dear Peter:

There was so much confusing background in the snapshots of you
that I felt they had to be croppéd severely. This meant an enormous en-
largement, which T did myself. I enclose some prints heréwith. Please
forgive the stamp on the back which I do automatidally when I finish a
print.

Meanwhile Mr., Gervasi has already written you asking for a
studio portrait. At the same time Pet®r de& Sautoy has written me for
prints from the two negatives youssent me. 1 am sending him another s=t
of prints béit I am also telling him that we have asked you to have a portrait
done, and that you will undoubtedly be sending him a print of that.

Cordially,

- 7

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.0O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, West Indies

HS:SCW:ENCS.



Alfred A Knopf Inco*rj;omted

PUBLISHER O F BORZOI B O OKSS

Cables: XNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: PLaza 1-2600

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N.Y.

October 26, 1964
Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Mr., Strauss has made available to us the photographs he took of you, and
it is our feeling that these do not quite come up to our_hopes. Mrs, Wilkins,
his secretary, told me you would be willing to go to.a studio and have a
photograph taken if it should come to that. I fear it has, and hope you will
forgive my asking that you go to this additiomal/txouble. I think it would be
worthwhile, however, and am sure a studio would turn up with something we would
be happy to use. May I ask you, then, if you would do this at your earliest
convenience? If you could airmail to me the photographs the studio makes, I*11
send you as many copies as you like, and will see that the photographs are used
on the jacket of the book, as we had hoped.

With apologies, and all best wishes.

Faithfully yours,
For ALFRED KNOPF, Inc.,

Publicjty Manager

Peter Abrahams, Esq.

Coyaba

Red Hills P,O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica, West Indies

EMG :mk



yd’ Alfred A KI’lOpf Inc. 501 Madison Aive’nue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

September 29, 1964

Dear Peter:

Everything is roiling smoothly, and now I have a firm
production schedule, As you know, we are going straight into
page proofs, and these should be airmailed to you directly from
our printers on or about November 4 (give or take a day or two).
Because of the distance, I suppose you will need a full two weeks
to read them and return them to us, but anything better you can do
will be welcome, The manuscript was in such splendid shape that
the proofs themselves, other than strictly types), should raise
no problems.

We are planning to publish in April, although I cannot

give you the exact date yet,

As always,

,-}?fif CA

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, West Indies

HS:SCW
cc: Martha Winston

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



Alfred A. KnOpf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

. September 17, 1964

Dear FPeter:
The photocopying of the manuscript worked very well,
and the corrections came through beautifully. I therefore today

airmailed the photocopy to Peter de Sautoy.

As always,

_ L A
£l

Haréld Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, West Indies

HS:SCW

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



yd' Alfred A KIlOpf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

September 15, 1964

Dear Peter:

Many thanks for your conscientious work on the copy
edited manuscript, which has arrived safely. I think everything
is in order now, and you will next see page proofs which should
present few if any problems., We want to move things along fairly
rapidly, and publish in May.

We'll have a go at photocopying the manuscript for
Peter de Sautoy. We‘ll have to see if the handwritten correctiong

come through adequately, but I think they will,

As always,
7 7 L
’,;/ LA
:‘01“‘ =i

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.

Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, West Indies

HS:SCW

P.S. Many thanks for sending the snapshots, also, and may we please

have Nos. 3 and 4 negatives?

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



e CA‘J qlu

Dear liss Winsten,

Herewith the Knepf centrsct duly
signed, I 2lse return the questiensire,
though I have slraandy givep~Heroeld Straus:
mest of the snswers =g w 28 seme

pictures.

Twe things I wugig%zike you te do ferx
ne, please. Lrrer, er the manuscript of
the beek te be@med te me when the
publishers ];.}a\@/ one with it; end plesase
ask Miss armen net te send me eny
money t she receives a lstter which I
will w?% e her leter teday (the lecsl meil

gervice ia semetimes funny snd sends off
letters pested en the ssne day = weelk apar

Yeurs sincerely



gelleys #nd I oam gquite 1

| s 1 : September 11, 1964

Dear Hereld, . ;

I am Geday retvurning tae manuécrip# under seperste cever,

Yoar reaaer did & taareusn &nd peinesi & Job which has
impressed and tesmsed me inte making e fey cuts te tightened
up still further, 1 tuiak they'fe 81l A1 t I think 1%

rnighs ba o ggeﬁ idea fer Lim o Just g er the script sgein,

s worried sbeut the *
ichi 1w thc sectien where
;lesing ¢ sheet herewith

Prem his mnrglnrl notea 1 saoy
centinuity frem page 3¢ ite pege 4
I m#de my mein esrlier cuts, 1
which sheuld tidy up the't secti

neuld be ne need feor ue to see
let you ge 8treight into pnge.

As tae ms new mitzada

I understangd frat‘\ev v thet the Pober ue hss alrsady gene

e the mrinfers moqdi ey wie wisneusd tae tidied-up veralen
wkich I'm sending ba gou %edsy, I furither unders 1nd thet

you mey run eff oWopileaYe:l Tais veraion ea your regle wreaine,
I it pessitle @ 5 rat Sk du Sautey have ong of uhmnw copien,
er » set ef § 7 think 1% weuld help grestiy,

: Teurs
1 "

‘ 7 ""/‘ A

Herela Strouss Bsg., 4 T
’Taedd A, ¥nepf Inc
501 Kadisen %Vﬂnum,

. New York 22, N.Y¥, - R )
-~ |

/



yd’ Alfred A. Kfl()pf Inc. 501 Madisoﬂ Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

September 3, 1964

Dear Peter:

Separately, I am seading you the copy edited manuscript of
A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN., I'm afraid that there are a lot of stylistic and
other suggestions which will need your careful attention, although of course
yours will be the final decisiom in these matters, I am sorry to put this
extra burden om you, but you will see for yourself that there are a good many
rough spots in the manuscript. The novel is so exciting that it's worth whatever
extra effort is required.

Since you will have a chance to go over the fimal manuscript very
carefully, I now suggest, to save time, that you authoriée us to go straight
into page proofs, which will becairmailed to you, omitting the usual galley
proof stage, This means that any author's alteratioms--that is, amy change
other than the correction of printer's errors--will be very expensive, But
since the manuscript will have had such careful attention, nome should be

necessary, Will you let me know?

As always,

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O,

St. Andrews, Jamaica
West Indies

HS:S5CW

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



' Hercld Stresuass, Esq,, LAY s K
Alfred A, Enepf Inc,, ’ ' ’ :
501 NMedison Avenue, o ‘

AL NEW YORK 22, N.Y.
T - Y i

iy

| ‘Decx ‘Hersld, ] " ‘-

1 enclesa herepith eight prints fer yg
. see if you weuld like¢ any Tor repreductisy
. teek those'and we heve itheo negatives se

us¢able we can lat you have ¥he negeiife
1-C on the becks se #1l yeu have te
"nunbers yow want. If en the ether
these or find them tochnicaily un

I will ge inte Kipgstern and havg &

‘te leek al and '
Woses, My wife
ivyoy think eay are
+al0y are numberaed
dicate which

den't like eny ef

$gole let me kxnow snd

eper. studie thinz dens, \

te whet you h=ve sn ‘the

The enly infermetion ac
W P % = . & !
regeding semething like this:

Jacket of A VWroaih Fer Ude

& "Since 105% he has in Jdemaics with hiz wife end three
wehildren, He wos ediisg e WEST IHDIAN LCONOMIST which osme
Sinie belng with the b;§§\h <« %the West Indiew Tederstien ond '

which dled with %ho WpdepBStisn, LAlse during the peried of the
Federaulsn he wasglon ¢r o Lue Weet Indiem Vews, o deily
reajo Iimksnp noYONlinl-up betwesn tho isleouds thet made'up the e
Feceratvion, 1 Qi Von he did deily ncws cemmenteries en Jamesioen

Sl redie »nd tedg ne During thide peried he hss sise written
" PIA0EE for NI nngozines  Av Lhe pegiuning el 1064 he geve up

Fomest of s4e oWlor metivivies to ruwdmew mole meie time for the
cowrdiing o vl " | iy

] 1 b
ALL Ghings weing eguel 1 plan ¢ finish semetning I'm writing
new esrly next yeer end ge. trevelling in Africsm gbeut February er
. Herch, Heldldey ons=v alrency cenmiusiened o sheort 'ifrice Revisidéd'
“8ert OFf plece, Dut cll ibis is of ceourse net for the blurd, I'1l
det yeu xuow ¢bout the new taing when there is more shapete it

! |
¥

' S f ] } R
P / Your ever g Vi)
| | ’ e / ' | i) . !
5 P g i Poter Abriheue
" J » | m ’ : »
2,44
] "J'



yﬁ’ Alfred A. Knopf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
. August 31, 1964
Dear FPeter:

I trust you survived the hurric.nmce in reasonable comfort and
safety. I have your letter of August 24, mailed just before it. You have
not heard from me since August 5th since actually I have been on holiday,
more or 1ess)since August 14 and just back in the office today. Further-
more, there was nothing reallf préssing,

We shall certainly let the passage beginning on p. 89 stamnd, as you
request.,

I am delighted with your new title, and so is the other editﬁr;who
has read the manuscript. So it will be: A NIGHT QF THEIR OWN. The only
remaining question concerns the quotation paae._ I dqn t think it would be

7 attractive to quote something from-lf;e and probably a quotation page
is not necessary.

Y 4 %
A‘i‘ it
Meanwhile the manuscriptehds{ been in the hands of a very skillful

copy editor. You are an experi&ncgeégnd polished writer, but there are some
signs of haste andiiittle car@legéness in the script as we have it. There
are not only a few typegraphic errors and words left out, as I myself.noted,
but there are a few ‘paSsages in which there is a rather oppressive repetition
of words or conjunctdfns or adjectives. We have taken the liberty of query-
inz a good many of these, and sometimes suggesting alternatives, ' But this
means that the manuscript will have to go back to you. The copy editing is
not quite finished, but when the typescript is available we had best send it
to you for your approval of the copy editing ad for youlto respond to the
queries.on style as you choose,

As always,
/')/ {f’{,/

/e

Haro ld Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.0O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

HS: SCW PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



: L ' . Coyaba,

R ‘ Ned HillB PQO-
St. Andrew,
dennica,

August 24, 1964
Degr Hareold,

\

I hsve not hesrd frem yeu since y@ur letter nf Auguzt §th

. 88 I do net khew your resctisn ta the half dezen or so cuta

I prepesad te you in ny letter of Auguat 6th., On the easumptien

uh&t these satiefy all your mejer ebjectiernmcI on inforr¢nd

Petver duf Seutoy et Febers thrt he csfn geo shepd ~Fter incerporst

ing all the chenges yeu snd I heve so fer sgreed on =2 well

ge those nant;ine@ in ny letber ef August 6th sdaressed te

yeu, 1In sdditien I heve teld him jol chpnge Gruff Teice g

petreld Louw, The first tine Gruff Veice sppeers is on pege

13 ef your rs in’ the mmmtimx pora fellshﬁnp"SuGﬂcnlv he was

wids owel .B....-%d!tt” J.hefn ve have: -& "’Tuff tid,-o-oc"

this sheuld new resrd: j
"The gruff veice of pﬂtrrlnrn Louw .‘d ¢ you are elive,.

ete¥, In 911 subsequent proscges replad s+ Voice by 'Leuw’,

kﬂ seid that one ef

mg en psge 6% sheuld
the cuits indicated in
$his p?ﬁb?"@ stend, I
deas net held up the O
¥s ruch no the' first paserge

I JLur letter ef August 5th 3
yeur repders thought the psssage bNg
be cut. I hope thot in the 1igz
ny letter sf August &6th 'you will
rgrae that it is pelemicel b
buziness of the stery o 'fro
where 1 have %tried te ma neet you helf way. And this
ic gorething I find nyse ting te say again =and egrin in
a unltitude ef differen se thot perhsps ene day I will
gey it cempletely sugcesgdWully. ‘ '

In the curre: '(A gt 21) dissue of TIME megszine #h
cinene sectien i
deacriptien of
firat psrg g
gwn like sta

pege 38 rng it beginz with z delightful
shinghsm. The lsst aent«nce of the
her eyes: 'mhey shine in & night ef their
M ¢ derk pesl." I theught A NIGHT OF THEIR
OWNR weuld ur stery perfectly: +the Ssuth Africsus sre .
living throwgd & very peculiar nigat of their own; snd there
is ¢ quality of mystery about it a5 tivlse.

My letter teo yeu af June 30 sheuld f£ill *he bill =8 my
versien of = deaerlption of the novel. -

I want te get thls aff vefere thn hurrieane hits us lster
tedey Jjust-in cese cur pestsl service gees te¢ pieces, I'11l .
send photegrsph and snswersive questienaire as seen 28 possible
r”ter Yne sterm.

Teurs ever



August 6, 1964

Dear Hereld,

I %hink the enly reslly useful cemment I can make en yeur
detter of July 30th, is te suggest that yeu leek up the cepy ef
your letter te me deated July 16th, In thet letter ysu wrete:

"I seem vaguely te recall seme press reperts absut the sabetage
trials in Seuth Africm, but I'm afraid that mest Americeng
readers ere far tee ignersnt ef the detsils ef the rscial cenflict
in Ssuth Africa te take this as & tepicel navel,”

I have new werked eut the cuis yeu ask fer., The sactien

yeu were perticulerly cencerned with, snd king ever it I
agree with yeu, was the cenversstiensl 88 etween Richerd
snd Dee frem pege 42-44 en ysur cepy ef s, I have alresdy
teld yeu that ysur cepy snd the Faber ve the same page

are differently num¥fred
pist and me, se 1 have
n which te meske the cuts,
sugh chapter 2= ¢f part ene,
at table end she is telling him
& zkinny little Indian being

Dee hes fed Nkesi; they ere
of secing, frem thé beck ef i
clubbed te death bya Zulu tells him that in the snti-Indiaen
riets their district wea burnt %e the gresund snd the

capualty rate wes high, cutting with para beginning: "I've
hed yeu slene here in thiwm Neuse...." snd end cut after: "I wish

numberings but that my the pages ef
thenks te & nisunderstending betwe
te give yeu the actual stery centex

The first cut is sbeut midw

I ceuld repudiate bei t of my peeple and therefere respensible
te end fer theu, @

Secend cut
there ere plsc

- <] ®

aﬁhﬁgUT A PAGE AND A HALF LATER. He tells her
rice where being black has cessed t: be &

burden, wher re is a burden it is te being white, Or Indien,

she addep d o explsin te her, Che cuts in: "But I'm

Seuth Afrigan.\Suppesing everything yeu say is true, hew dees it

help me an sltuatien?” End what Dee says right there end cut

frem: "Anether thing....." dewn te where Richerd seys: "£ll I'm

seying is that it shews up yeur ambivelence".

Leave in the para beginning: "She neticed, ss theugh fer the
first time,.so" and stert the Third Cut with " But what's the
cennectien between,...." and cut te the end ef: "Yeu cennet cheese
your mesther er ysur frther er yeur ceuntry er yeur rasce eor yeur
celsur er yeur sex",

leave in the pera: "1 think yeur emphases are Wwrenlg....." and
make the feurth cut BEGINNING: "Even that is determined for yoeu...."
and ending & 1iltle eover a page lster with: "In the half light
Dee Nunkhee sheek her heed gently. Nkesi saw it."

The feregeing represents the mejer cutting.
e turn new te chapter -3-, still ef the first psrt ef the besk.

"Dr. Funkhee arrived bsck frem Jehennesburg,..." etc, The lost
sentence of the rether leng secend para begins: "Funkhee smiled



2

bitterly at the theught...." 2nd ends "simply en the basis ef
coleur.” Cut eut the whele of this lsst sentence,

Abeut 2 pege end & half later in the ssme sequence there is
the paragreph beginning: "But ef ceurse the Marxisn prepesitien...."
and ending: "These dsngereus theughts could lesd te impetence,.."
Cut eut the whele ef that paragraph.

We turn new te the lesat few pages ef chapter =4- ef the beek,
Richerd hes been disguised te leek like an Indien and he and
Dicky Ieicker hed get past the pelice and csught up with the
precessien ef Indiens geing dewn te the river te wership, There
is o para: "They csught upf with the precessien snd werked their
way inte the thick of it...." ete,

This is fellewed by the psre beginning: "This, Nkesi theught, is
uniquely Indien,.." Stert the cut with: "This, Nkesi theught,”
and eliminate the whele ef that as well 2s the fellewing para,
se the cut weuld end after: "The seunds the sached them care
nubdgos and muted, es theugh gentleness hadz;E:, enfeorced even en
seund,

I think this sheuld meet 21l yourk bjectiens,
I'm afraid the title is still sng me treuble, IS suppese

the mest thillerish weuld be sem like
THE HURT FOR 7 sr THE HUNTERK & THE HUNTED.

er, which is my preference, PERILS OF THIS PASSING NIGHT,
Shedes ef the perils ef P

If yeu can think u & better in the line ef titles,
pleecse de. \

Yours

\%
\
0@ Peter Abrehems




Alﬁ“ed : A KnOpf I ncorporated

PUBLISHEHR O F B ORZOI B O OKS

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N. Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: PLaza 1-2600

Dear Peter:

Many thanks for your letter of July 29th, We'll try to keep up with
Faber's publishing schedule, but I can't be sure about that yet. I'll write
to you again about this.,

Meanwhile, I'll give you a roundup of all criticisms of the ma=-
nuscript, so that it can be brought into final shape as soon as possible,
It is rather a nuisance that your copy is not numbered identically with
oursy but we have an excellent duplicating machine and I am sending you
the first page of each of two important passages. In each case they run
two pages beyond the one I am sending you, The first one, is the passage
on page 42=44 I have already referred to., The second is a passage beginning
on page 89 which another reader lumps with the former passage, but I don't
feel so strongly about it, He says it is too polemical, but perhaps if you
reread it you will think that the real trouble here is in a certain stiffness
in the dialogue,

There is one more small difficulty which I put to you for your
consideration, without a great deal of emphasis, It is the two scenes in

which one of the two policemen are identified only as "Gruff Voice". If



Peter Abrhams = 2 8/5/64

this epithet were used only once or twice, there would be no trouble, But
the first passage runs from page 13-17, and the second passage runs from
164~172, and the repeated use of the epithet seems a little heavy-handed
and awkward. You could of course give Gruff Voice a name,

Some people feel the word 'might" might well be preserved in your
title and have suggested either '"Night Passage' or ''Night Runner'', A variant
of that has just accurred to me - '"Night Falls On Durban'', I had already
suggested something straightforward such as '""Mission to Durban'' but that has
not excited anyone here, I put these before you simply to stir up your ideas,

I also enclose a new author's questionnaire since it is a long
time since we have had biographical information from you. It would help
me a great deal if you would fill this out as soon as possible, and parti-
cularly give me your own version of a 200-word description of the novel,

You might also look at the biographical note on the jacket of
A WREATH FOR UDOMO, and édit that as you see fit, adding as much as is
necessary for the new book.

Cordially,

,’//

(A
Harold Strauss

g AL —

Peter Abrhams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P,O,

st ™ Arldrew

Jamaica

HS:al



“A11 right. But there's still my point about the family."

"Wery good: let's examine it. You, Miss Dee Nunkhoo, a high
caste young Indian woman, are sitting here alone with me. You know
and I know and the people behind this door," he waved backward,
"know that you are out of character as far as youw 'me and mine' are
concerned, Their concept of the family, as you are using it, is
different from yours and mine. You know that if one of their
daughters were out like this with somebody/from an African village
nearby they would kill her."

"But you are making my point now!"

"I'm not, you know, Class, caste and wealth, forms of power,
make it possible for you to break the rules of the so-called family.
And somewhere, with one of 'those people back there, my being here
with you has shaken profoundly somsone's concepts about the place of
Indian women and Indian women sitting out with black men and
possibly the . nature of black men. So who makes the family?"

In thewhalf light Dee Nunkhoo shook her head gently. Nkosi saw it.

"All you say is beautifully true. But truth is set in time and
space. You are here with me because you are not here. There is no
record of your being in the country. And still you are a prisoner.
You know, sitting here with you, I feel more tranquil and more at
peace with myself than I can remsmber being since childhood. And I
think I know it is because you are here and because of your ideas,
It's the kind of idealism that 1ifts one's heart. But you know as
well as I do that all we have to do is go outside this garden for
all your fine ideals to become meaningless. We are living in a state
of barbarism. Remember? You took great personal risks to smuggle

money into the country for the underground. Have you forgotten the

e



Nunkhoo.izgikiidcwn at his sister and nodded.

"I rather suspected as much from the moment I met him. The
trouble is believing in these things rather complicates matters
in our situation.”

"Just what I told him," she said, turning amss to pour Nkosi's
tea.

Nunkhoo thought: And you, little sister, want to believe with
him. Aloud, he said: "And what did he say, little sister?"

"Something about the world.being &' really ugly and brutal and
evil place the day we stop beli€ving in these things."

"And she," Nkosi cut ing "she said that it is already all
that and more right nows nere in this place."

And now eoedteesy, Dec ucnsed’, ,’b:;t.ween her brother and this
man, that sause undercurrent of understanding that had grown up
tetweery, herself and this man.

"And \what did you tell her?" Nunkhoo asked softly.

Nkosi took the tea from her, amemwmodé smile flickered across
hia’ face.

"I didin't say anything,” he sald equally softly. "Before I
knew about Westhuizen it mi-ht have been easy to answer her.

After Westhuigen I was nct so sure I knew the answer."

Nunkhoo turned i::- the window ., NW l‘l;ﬁ !

"That is where you wers wrong, my friend. Because there are
no stars in the sky 1s no reason for one to assume that darkness

is eternal."
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Date filled out:
Full name:
Present address:

Permanent address (if not the above):

Present telephone number: Other telephone number:
Place of birth: Date of birth:
Married? To whom?

Children?

Brief summary of education:

Brief summary of principal occupations, with approximate dates:

Honors, citations, prizes, etc.:
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Are you a regular contributor to any magazines? Has any article /story attracted particular attention?
If so, please give particulars:

Do you think your book will make a special appeal to any particular group of readers?

Please list bere (and on additional sheet if necessary) names and addresses of any organizations you belong
to whose members might be interested in your book, and the names of people to whom it might be
profitable for us to send an advance announcement. Include critics, feature writers, radio commentators,

colummists, and opinion-makers who in your opinion would be interested in your book to the extent of
wanting to do something to belp it:

On a separate sheet, please describe your book briefly —about 200 words. We wish to be sure that we do
not misrepresent it in our presentation of it.

PLEASE SEND A GLOSSY PRINT OF YOUR LATEST PHOTOGRAPH. Be sure that the photographer is willing for it to
be reproduced without payment of any fee, and send with it bis credit line if use of such is requested
by bim. We would also like to see prints of any recent informal snapshots, if they are reasonably clear.
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Phone: Mrrrr-mrr-S-o6eo
PLaza 1-2600

July 30, 1964

Dear Peter:

I am very glad to have your letter of July 27, although at the same time
I am deeply disturbed at the way you have twisted what | said about the sad
South African situation, [ did not say that Americans, and certainly not the
Americans with whom | associate, are ignorant of the details of the South African
conflict. In your letter to me you used a specific reference to the sabotage
trials, It was precisely because [ think.l have followed African affairs pretty
carefully--surely you must know the number of books about Africa we have pub-
lished--that [ felt so concerned about your claim that THIS PASSING N[GHT had
something to do with a recent event of which [ and all my friends and acquaint-
ances here were entirely ignorant, This may be due to a particular lapse in
press coverage, but here the key word is ''particular.'"" The American press gives
a good deal of space to Africa; and someone who is all-knowing might even be able
to demonstrate that in this difficult year any racial disturbance is‘big news,'
and that the press gives exaggerated and sometimes sensational coverage to such
disturbances., This of course includes Africa as well as Mississippi and Roches-
ter, New York, If your suggestion that | had said that ''most American readers
are ignorant of the details of the South African conflict'' were true, you should
have had not a small sense of depression but a large one,

I am perfectly aware that you can answer me by stressing the fact that you

speak of details. But what does this mean? [ still don't know what the sabotage



hi 4 fin& the preblem ef I

! Ceyaba,
I3 Red Hills P.0.
. St. Andrew, '
Jameica,

July 29, 1964

Dear Hﬁreld,

I have Juat honrd frem Peter da Sautuy and it is much as I
suggeated in my lest letter %o you, They plan te publish eerly
in the spring ef nedt yesr, If you want te yeu can teke it frem

here with Peter snd werk eut seme sert of mutusl arrangement

sbeut publishing dates. Peter seems te understand the peint ef
pepicelity ver, much better, but he says, snd he's right,Seuth

Africea will centinue ta be topicnl fer seme time te ceme,

Yes, by #11 means drep the lsst para en pege 294, (I find

thet the pege numbers of my finel draft are net the ssue os
‘thet ef the twe cepies that went to you &nd
nisunderstesd instructiens snd gave me en
a8 twe cepies -~ which is a nuisance but

lsat letterl will heve te indicate
tarms of the text eof the stery ra

4 ene csrben
ble. Se when

s 28 I make in
M. by prge numbers).

sy there sre one er
e indicate thesse to me
g Wut ef the way new. I am

After rafarrinf te psge 42~
e ether passnges of the kind
a8 1 would like %o get this ,
ripe te ge ento something ne de net went te dissipate
the tensien that is build in whet is efter all very

necessery but;uncrgatinN\‘& o,

Alse becsuse my gind Wess gene en te semething else I
{§§J¢nae g bit of 2 peser, Anywey, 1

en®see if I cen csme up with somothing
else, At the n ¢en enly think of BEeclesirstes:
"A Time te Leve a Time to Hate", But wemething else may

come up laterdh\ '
Byt ﬁ<::> Teurs ever

Peter Abrhems

will think arsun

Sautey. My typist

/

the light ef yeur

o
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PUBLISHER O F B ORZOI B O OK S

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: PLAza 1-2600

July 28, 1964

Dear Peter:

1 am quite disturbed that I haven't heard from you. We've had a
third reading of THIS PASSING NIGHT, and we're all enthusiastic and we want
to publish it., But we don't want to override your views on how it should be
published without hearing from you. In short, we regard this as a saleable
thriller with a significant political or social background. None of us here
feels that it would be regarded as a topical novel, as you suggest it is.

There are also the relatively minor questions and the revisions I have
suggested=--the club foot, the static philosophical discussion, the name of
the Moola family, the alertness of the guard, and the title.

In short, if you give us persuasive reasons for publishing in great haste,
you will have to deal with these questions in great haste.

As always,
o

- ¥ il A
‘t/.ﬂ (= [

¢
Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Couyaba

Red Hill P. O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, W. I.

HS:bf



July 27, 3964

Coyeba, .

| Red Hills P.O.
St. Al’_ldr&W-
JAMAICA

Derr Hereld,

I have delayed snswering your Jletter till new. beceube
I wes expscting te hear frem Pater du Sautey at Fsberas but
it leeks as tneugh their letest pestel strike hes creeied
e greaster bettleneck than usuel in the turnabsut of meil,
I sent hinm & cepy of the menuscript st the same time thet I
sent it te yeu, .2nd he is usurlly very prompt with. these
things, Anywsy, 1 expect Fobers te puljlish in Englmed, end
ny guess is that they ﬂr* net likely te¢ dogBe befere next
spring, especizlly es this is eﬁectian yedggﬁﬁ@re' but then
it is electien year fsf yau te9, This, JF think, tekes care of
the '{epical' side ef the business betR POr, yeu snd the English
publishers, But I must cenfecs T 8 zw,?%bnse ef deprsssien
at yeur sitetement thrt mest ‘merigefiYyrenders sre ‘dgnerant of
the deteils ef the Seuth Africen Sgpffiet. It reminds ens ef |
the esrly 1930s when mest peep .dlﬁa't heve time te be
interested in the details of whAt/went on in CGermsny end.
Italy end the amell bends efB@nti-Nazis were regorded es
queer crentures. But this @ 1 of ignerenes g prrt of
the Humen cenditien, net iﬂrly Americen, except thet
the U.,S. largely mﬂxes ﬂg;i?y fer what we call the 'frre war}d‘

um

Your peint sbeyt th p of flesh' ef Dse 3 club feet
is well teken, I thgigagr had chenged it se thet Richerd
-pessed-his feet "gver r deformed feot{; so lump ¢f flesh
sheuld bLe chan_&ﬁ‘*g}'defermed foot', Ths'qurstien of meking
her what yeu PRI\ 'rerm2l' is anether thing sgein. I chese te
rmake Dee a cwmpppl® becouse mest of us have attitudes te cripples
Per instenc e 38y 'meke her ¢ nermel weman' which suggests
thai becdAuse She's £ ciubfeet she is net; end the Africens
have this iz te en even mere prensunced degrees then mest
ether peeple I knew, Se, fer frem it ‘being = bid fer sympethy,
it is 2 repudistien ef the generslly sccepted prepesitien
thet & persen with a physical deferuity is semehew baaically
different frem #ll the rest of us., I think there are =
sufficiently vest number of people in the werld with ene er
enother sert ef physicel hendicep for me te wenti to ecknewledge
it in ‘ene of my Leeks snd te assy thet she is 'intelligent and
sttrective' in spite ef it.

" Moela is s very respectnble Indian surname in South'Africa

\ /
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' July 23, 1964

Dear Peter: v ;
. - MO | / 3 « L e 2 d 3 Fal BN

I have spoken to Martha Winston this morning, and
obviously, she 1s.representing you. {0464406445 ol Zr4Lf%’4£”
But I am still very much concerned as to why you
consider the novel topical, We think (and the third reader
agrees with us) that it will stand the test of time as an absorbing
story, and that the most important thing is to publish it properly.

One re:cder suggests that you ought to eliminate the

last complete paragraph on page 2%, 't L\.% "But the youngér

guard was not so sure, To him, the CO\ ceemed too smooth,
too pat, too good to be true. Sti 1f this guard were sus-
picious, would he not have notic Joe Moola's driver was
a new man, a 'ifferent driv

Therc is QN>Eher, more difficult point. We all realize

&of your philosophical passages. They are the

short paragraph serves no real

purpose anyway.

the great impo
very point book, But iength is not necessarily synonymous
with gravi articularly in a novel. I think you will make your
points more forcefully if you shorten some of these pésszges, such

as the one from page 42-44, They can be made more, rather than less,
pointed, Of course a dramatic conflict makes a point cven better than
a quiet convorsation, but perhaps it is not necéssaryrto go to such
length in revision. There are one or two other passages of the

kind, but this particular one is representative of the rest.

Assuming that you do not insist that we publish the book hastiiy,
perhaps you would want to look these passages over once more., If

we publish the book in & normal fashion, publication date would

be about nine months after we agree about these minor details., Do

let me know,

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS
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Alfred A KI’IOPf Incorpomted

FPUBLISHER 0] B ORZOI B O OK S

501 Madison Avenue
NEW YORK (22), N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Phone:

PLaza 1-2600

July 16, 1964

Dear Peter: . __
Two of us have read THIS PASSING NIGHT, and were pretty excited about
it. But before we make a final decision, we want still another reading, which

we'll have done in a few days. The reason for this is that your letter threw

Hh22 N W{.ﬁ;ét Ve koo

us off a bit by calling it a topical novel. I
press reports about the sabotage trials in South Africa, but I'm afraid that
most American readers are far too ignorant of the deétails of the racial
conflict in South Africa to take this as a topical novel. We feel that it
is a first rate thriller of a very superior sort, with a strong sociological
and political background, as is often the fashion these days. In other words,
we think it's all to the good that you have conveyed your serious ideas, which
I admire very much, in the form of a thriller which may have a chance of
reaching a large number of people. Before we make our final decision, we would
like someone who reads a lot of thrillers to have a look, Incidentally, we
no longer use the word thriller in any pejorative sense; there are a lot of
distinguished novels in this category.

While we are going through the final steps, there are a few things I
would like to know. First of all, if the book is not to be regarded as a
topical novel here, is there any reason for an extreme rush in publishing it?

Secondly, in yourletter you said you were sending it to me directly to save



trials were, especially since we think of sabotage purely in an economic context.
It is damned hard to ferret out the details because of the prevalence of glib
clichés, American newspaper reporters and African diplomats, however well edu-
cated, are the chief offenders. For instance, it is impossible to learn from
any source what is really going on in the Congo. The American press tries to
report it as if it were the Democratic Party against the Republican Party, Only
every once in a very great while does it leak out that, for instance, Tshombe

is touring the provinces in an attempt to pacify tribal rivalries. The details
are not reported because educated Africans are unwilling to admit that tribal
rivalries are still a political factor; the U, N, perscnnel does not help; and
American newspapermen would have to be quixotic indeed to try single-handed to
develop a whole new frame of reference for their African coverage,

And please don't think that what I'm saying applies to Africa alone. |
have a strong but completely undocumented suspicion that what is going on in
Thailand is attributable to the total lack of communication between French-edu-
cated Thai leaders and intellectuals, and the great mass of the people., And one
further point, The danger lies not in repeating our isolationist mistakes of the
early 1930s, but in over-correcting them, so that we intervene in ignorance,

Forgive me for writing at such length, but I do think that we should under-
stand each other on a matter of this importance,

You also misunderstand my reference to 'a normal woman,' but [ won't debate
this at length, 1 simply intended to refer to Dee's clubfoot as an abnormality
in its physical sense. A clubfoot is, ipso facto, an abnormality, and no other
implications were intended in the phrase, It seems to me that | have repeatedly
read that Africans kill deformed infants--1'm referring to the more primitive Afri-
cans of course--and [ suspect that your little sermon on Dee is directed at an

African audience and will be lost on American readers, But no matter; it's not all



that important, We'll change the phrase "lump of flesh'' to ''deformed foot,'!
We'll also change the name Moola to Nanda,

There are still a couple of minor points to be answered in my subsequent let-
ter, But I shall get in touch with Martha Winston immediately, and make suitable
arrangements for publication,

[ hope that all this rather theoretical discussion of tangential issues does
not obscure our very great enthusiasm for THIS PASSING NIGHT as a novel, 1t makes
wonderful reading, and we are all very excited about it

As always,
g

'/¢ﬂ{,« e~

Harola Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P, O,
Saint Andrews
JAMAICA, W, I,

HS:ab



yﬁ' Alfr Cd A KHOpf Inc. 501 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

July 7, 1964

Dear Peter:
| had almost given up hope of hearing from you, but
it was well worth waiting, since you now are able to tell
me that your manuscript is on its way to me, Naturally
| look forward to reading it.
Usually one loses more than one gains when one rushes
a manuscript through the press, but we'll face up to that
problem when we see yours.
As always, _(;‘
'praf;f/’w
Harold Strauss
Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba
Red Hills P,<0.
St. Andrew

JAMAICA, W. I.

HS:ab

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS
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yd' Alfrﬁd A. Knopf Inc. 501 Ma,dis;m Avenue, NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK

September 17, 1963
Dear Peter:

Even though we haven't been in touch for quite a while, I think
of you $ften., One of the things I think of is that you wrote and we
published A WREATH FOR UDOMO about five years too soon., Some of the
things you said in it certainly foreshgdowed things to come in Africa,

All this leads to the question of what you are writing now, and
whether we shall ever have another book from you, Believe me, a new
manuscript would find the warmest welcome here. 1In any case, it would

give me a good deal of personal pleasure to hear from you.

As always,

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq,

Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrews, Jamaica West Indies

HS:SCW

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



Alfred A KﬂOpf I ncorporated

P UBLISHER O F B ORZOI B O O K S§

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N. Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: PLaza 1-2600

March 20, 1963
Re: Author - Peter Abrahams

By the advice of our accountants, we have applied to the Treasury Department for
permission to advance the close of our fiscal year by one month, to March 31lst, This
will necessitate a slight change in our contract with yous Presently we render semi-
annual statements of account through the last day of April and the last day of October
and mail such statements during the months of July and January following, We mail
checks in payment of these statements the following September lst and March lst,

We now propose to render semi-annual statements of earnings through the last day

of March and the last day of September and to mail such statements, together with

checks in payment of the amounts due, during the months of July and January following.

In all other respects, our agreement remains, The above modification will be
effective wjith and include the accounting we will render through March 31, 1963 for
the five-mgnth period immediately preceding that date. Thus you will actually be
receiving this payment, and later payments, a little earlier than the date called for
by the conéggct as it now stands.

So that our agreement with you shall be in perfect order, we are sending you this
letter in ?uplicate and ask you to sign bne copy as indicated below and return it to us
in the encios%d stamped, addressed envelope. File the other copy, please, with your

\
copy of our centract,

Cordially yours,
ALFRED A, KNOPF_~INC,

AGREED: Josgéph C.

Curtis Brown Ltd.
575 Madison Ave.
New York 22, N. Y.

esger, Treasurer
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i“ ‘ Alfred -A- Knopf I ncorporated

a

PUBLTISHER O F f : B O R Z O 1 B O O K S

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N. Y.

C{Ibl&&'.’ KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: PLaza 1-2600

March 20, 1963
Re: Author - Peter Abrahams

By the advice of our accountants, we have applied to the Treasury Department for
permission to advance the close of our fiscal year by one month, to March 31lst, This
will necessitate a slight change in our contract with yous Presently we render semi-
annual statements of account through the last day of April and the last day of October
and mail such statements during the months of July and January following. We mail
checks in payment of these statements the following September lst and March lst,

We now propose to render semi-annual statements of earnings through the last day

of March and the last day of September and to mail such statements, together with

checks in payment of the amounts due, during the months of July and January following.,

In all other respects, our agreement remains, The above modification will be
effective with and include the accounting we will render through March 31, 1963 for
the five-month period immediately preceding that date. Thus you will actually be
receiving this payment, and later payments, a little earlier than the date called for
by the contract as it now stands.

So that our agreement with you shall be in perfect order, we are sending you this
letter in duplicate and ask you to sign one copy as indicated below and return it to us
in the enclosed stamped, addressed envelope. File the other copy, please, with your
copy of our contract,

Cordially yours,
ALFRED A, KNOPF,~sINC,

AGREED: Joséph C.

Curtis Brown Ltd.

575 Madison Ave.
New York 22, N. Y.

esger, Treasurer




January 1l3th, 1959

Mr, Harold Strauss
501, Madison Avenue
New York 22

NEW YORK

Deer Harolds

I don't know if you knew George Manuel as well as
Henry Nxumalo in 3outh ica, In any event if you don't
know George Manuel he is the “cafe Coloured" version of the
kind of Journalist our mutual friend Henry was - a little
less daring, perhaps; and he did quite eonsciously adjusted
himself to not fighting the South Afriean regime quite as
openly and deflantly as Henry did, That is probably one
reason why he 1s still alive tndays

In any event I have Just.leard from him - a rare
annual exchange greetingy @ is or was on the Editorial
staff of the Cape Times noﬂnp%per. An interesting item in
his letter was the news that Tell freedom is now prohibited
in Bouth Africe and that he has had to send his copy %o &
friend in America beecause it is & punishable offence to possess
OnNee

I don'€ know i you can or want to do anything about it.
It seems rather late in the day to me but I thought that you
might want %0 know this in any case,

Zours ever

Peiiaig£rahamu

PA/Did
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Alfred ¥ A ’ Knopf Incorpomted

501 Madison Avenue NEW YORK (22), N.Y.

December 2, 1958

Dear Peter:

Many thanks for your Christmas card, It was
good not only to have that, but also the news that
the book is growing, if only slowly.

And the season's greetings to you.

As always,

/w{z,

A
/¥

Harold Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
"Coyaba"

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

HS:jr

PUBLISHER OF BORZOI BOOKS



Alfred- A-Knopf Incorporated 501 Madison Avenue, New York 22

ROYALTY STATEMENT

Curtis Brown Ltd . : ;
. t ‘ For six month period ended
April 30, 1958
Payment is du SEP -1 1998
"
* Peter Abrahams E ¥ Is !
*COPIES SOLD
RETAIL FOREIGN
TITLE PRICE REGULAR & SPECIAL RATE OF ROYALTY AMOUNT
1. Tell Freedom s L50. Ll 17%; of $121,37 s 21.24 7
2 29? 6 A Of 277.00 16. 62 o~
5. Mine Boy 3.50 19 17%; of  36.83 6.L5 ~
4. %
5. %
B ® %
T %
8. %
9, o,
10. o,
STATEMENT OF AUTHOR’S SHARE OF INCOME FROM ®
SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY
( ) copies @ ¢ $ $
SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY
( ) copies @ ¢ !
SALE OF FOREIGN RIGHTS ( )
SALE OF SELECTION RIGHTS ... ——— ST 3 AR
SALE OF
SALE OF
SALE OF .
S $
Pk
DEDUCTIONS
ADVANCES PAID TO AUTHOR . $ $
PURCHASES OF BOOKS BY AUTHOR ... sz
CHARGES FOR EXCESS ALTERATIONS IN PROOF AND PREPARING
MANUSCRIPT FOR PRINTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH INVOICE
RENDERED
DEBIT BALANCE FROM PREVIOUS REPORT
U. S. FEDERAL INCOME TAX o ON $
$ $
BALANCE $
*The ab | b d t when the actual Lhe31 /
e above royalty is subject to adjustment when the actua
number of copies retained by booksellers out of those DEBED BALANCE $
shipped with privilege of return, has been determined.
——— ——




o Alfred ‘A~ KHOPf 1 ncorporated

P UBLISHER O F B ORZOII B O OKS

501 Madison Avenue
NEW YORK (22), N.Y.

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Phone: MURRAY HILL 8-0600

August 31, 1955

Dear Mr, Abrahams:
We formally accept your manuscript entitled A WREATH FOR UDOMO as the
second and final option work under our agreement dated Jume 12, 1953,
All terms and conditions shall be exactly as stated in that agreement
except as follows:
1. Corrected British proofs will be delivered to us not
later than February 1, 1956.
2, The advance on A WREATH FOR UDOMO shall be $1,500.,00 to
be paid to your agent, Sydney A. Sanders Literary Agency, as
follows: $750,00 on your request any time after our receipt
of the duplicate of this letter countersigned by you, and
$750.00 on your request any time after our receipt of the cor-
rected British proofs referred to above.

Yours sincerely,

for ALFREI? A, KNO?/F,’, Inc,

Joseph G, LeSser
Treasurer ©

AGREED:

Peter Abrahams

Peter Abrahams, Esq,
37 Jessel Drive
Debden, Loughton
ssex, England

saf



Mgust 31, 1955

Dear lir, Abrshamsg .
We formally accept your memuscript entitled A WREATH FOX UDOMO
&5 Ble ‘Second shd final option work under our agreement dated June 12, 1953,
£2)1 terms and conditions ahai; be exactly as stated in that BGT e
ment except as followss
1. Corrected British proofs will be delivered to us not
later than Pebruary 1, 195G, |
2. The advance on A WREATH FOR UDOHO shll»be §1,500400
o be pald to your sgent, Syiney he Sanders Literary
Agency, as followst $780400 on your request any time
after our recelot of the duplicate of this letter
countersigned by you, @nd §750,00 on your request any
time after our geceipi of the corrected Briti.,h, proofs
referred %o above.
Yours sincerely,
For ALFRED A. XHOPF, INC,

Joseph G, Losser
Treasurre

AGRELEDg

Peter Abrshems

Peter Abrahams, Esqe
57 Jessel Drive
Debden, Loughton
Essex, Bngland
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" CABLES: KNOPF NEW YORK/TELEPHONE: MURRAY HILL B-0400

ALFRED * A - KNOPF INCORPORATED *+ 501 MADISON AVENUE - NEW YORK 22

OFFICE OF THE VICE-PRESIDENT
Jamary 17, 1955

Dear Mr, Abrahams:
We formally accept your manuscript entitled MINE BOY as the first
option work under our agreement dated June 13, 1953.
All terms and conditions shsll be exactly as stated in that agreement
except as follows:
1, MINE BOY hereby is substituted for RETUERN T0 CGOLI, which
shall not be offered to the Publisher as an option work.,
2. The advance on MINE 30Y shall be {500,00 to be paid to
your agent, Sydney A. Sanders Literary Agency, on our receipt
of the diplicate of this letter countersigned by you.

= Yours sincerely,

for ALFRED A. KNOPF, Inec.

p)_ﬂm—,«—'w

Blanche W. Knopf
Vice-Fresident

AGREED:

Peter Abrahams

Peter Abrahams, Esq,
37 Jessel Drive
Debden, Loughton
Essex, England

tafl



time. Do you wish me to negotiate the business details through an agent,
or will you do so directly (about which there should be no trouble)? Finally
who is publishing it in England? And when? If you know.

There ﬁ;%\a final question I would like to ask you, without putting
any serious pressure on you., I wonder why you chose to make Dee a cripple.
Is this merely an extra effort at a bid for sympathy? If so, it was not
necessary. She is intelligent and attractive, and you characterize her very
well indeed. Could you possibly at this late stage make her a normal woman?

/

There éég an incidental problem in this, gz&r2§i§\problem is not the
main reason for my inquiring about Dee as a cripple. ~The incidental problem
concerns the love-making scene, You describe Richard as passing his foot over
Dee's "lump of flesh." I'm not an expert on ¢lub feet, but I think you have
confused the boot a club=footed person has to wear wit%félub foot itself,
Isn't a club foot simply a shortened and distorted foot? It would not be
particularly lumpy, and might even be smaller than a normal foot. On the
other hand, if it is the boot to which you refer, what a bit of awkwardness
that would bel 1 cannot imagine a person as sensitive as Dee making love with
it on.

Certainly no.major problem, but I would like to have your views on it.
By the way, I would also like to know if you don't think that the name
Mr . Mbolérrwill strike the reader as a rather cheap pun. Did you by any
chance intend this? I hope not, and in any case it would do no harm to change
his name,

As always,

- )'2/ )
A
r/

Harolé’Strauss

Peter Abrahams, Esq.

Couyaba ;{ s - [ ¢ E/ /

Red Hill P. O. Ebétﬁx—y»;’ iy L oo ALad e ) ,4ki,431JZ{/
St. Andrew iJ' ;] =
Jamaica, W. I. ' v ///?f

HS:bf /



SYDNEY A. SANDERS LITERARY AGENCY

S

Marjorie Sanders .
Telephone VAnderbilt 6-4065 522 FIFTH AVENUE 1
ol NE n England:
Cable Address: W THEE X e JOHN FARQUHARSON
“SANDSCON NEW YORK" 8 Halsey House

Red Lion Square, London, W, C. I.

September €, 125

Dear Innes:

im sending you three coples of the formal
acceptance letier coverlng Znopf's puiblication of
A YREATE FOR UDOMO. As you will see the terms and
conditions are the same as 1a the agreement covering
TELL FRETDOM. ¥ill you please hawe Mr. Abrahams sign
and return two coples to us.

Regardin-: the Capad@iazn market =1ll quote =
letter from ¥Williexn Xoghland:

"Many tharks forgour letter of August Z0. regarding
the Caradlan market., I note that Faber have re-
quested Canada, Dut that the are willing to let
this gtand ag an open market. I do,'t imagine that
thie will make for too much confusion but we will
of course Yet our Canadian representatives knov that
Faber's representatives will also be handling the
book. The price differertisl ls,0f course in thelr
fevor ag always. It does not seem to make sense
te make this Caradien business psrt of the formal
letter of acceptance and we are letiing this
correspondence betveen us stand as covering the prollen.®

An sending this letter to you in dupliecate. It can
be attached to ¥r., Abrahams' letter of acceptance.

ce: /e, A d as., Best,

Ur.lnnes Rose
Jeits

enc. Member of the Incorporated Society of Authors' Representatives
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