AILSTRACT

Both the Government of Jamaica through the Min,5iyy f hosdeh ) ol
international agencies have been invelved in the cosios, sudpore,
implementation and evaluation of the primary heaith care ivogram e ip ihe
County of Cornwall. The programme involves several aloroaches to the
provision of simple health services through the trainu o -7 - Ty
health aides (CHAs}, and the -1 -ging of the roles of midwi ic ara otacr
health staff who ave involved in bringing orimary fealth care to iie
neighbourhood Tevel through Type I health centres with » 7 ~u1 s:evices,
and home-visiting. The prograrme has as one of its da/or atws ° «
Tmprovement of foriral training of health staff invelsca 0 prirar
care, and on-going in-service training forms an irnicoral rart of this

praograrme.

Evaluation of this in-service training preograr-e 1 or' 1dg9 o
nutrition knowledge and its practical applicaticn is -, - T e

study.

Sixty-four nutrition knowledge gquestionnaires based on tonice soverad
in the in-service Lraining over o specific poriod wore administere. to

a '

health stafl of Type § health centres {CHAs and UMe) tlroughoul the
parishes in the County of Cornwall. Intervicws wi '+ = s oT G T
0-24 months of age who attended child welfare clinics were conducted

immediately after consultation with the midwives. Their recclleciion of

nutrition advice received was compared with those reccrded on child heaitl.

cards to determine the appropriateness of advice given as they related to



the age, present feeding reyime and nutvitional wtot. o~ e o d]oron
Changes in the nutritional status between visiis o i1 v
exanined as an indicator of nutrition knowledge inwarl o coneing Ly

nutrition.

While nutrition knowledge of both categories of b+ afin siaff o
found to be qenerally adequate, the results indicated fhat ihere . e
specific areas in which greatev emphasis is necessary. v o oo Dorean
nutrition knowledge and its application hy the health wGriers v Laras o,
giving sound advice to c¢linic attenders is indicalted. Incugh dmportance ic

not attached to record-keeping by health workers.



