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ghe PARIAH SYNDROME 
Ian Hancock 

AN ACCOUNT OF GYPSY SLAVERY 
AND PERSECUTION 

Apartheid policies here? You bet: in Pennsylvania, Texas, New 
Jersey, Mississippi, and Maryland (the list continues), it is 
illegal to be a Gypsy without a license. Since 1885, Gypsies 
have been excluded by official immigration policies and 
routinely deported. Since 1980, Illinois has retained a special 
investigator (call: 217-785-4630 in Springfield) for patently 
racist "Gypsy criminality.,, Stereotyped and uniformly scorned 
by the American mainstream, Gypsies were the very first victims 
of the Holocaust, though Aryan in origin, and many have been 
forced to deny their heritage to gain admission to the melting 
pot. German Gypsies have even assumed Jewish names to obtain 
jobs, so selective is the conscience of guilt. This riveting exposi 
documents Gypsy origins from the Exodus out of India to their 
arrival in the Balkans, where they were enslaved .... until less than 
a century ago, their dispersal over the globe, and gives a rich 
portrait of a people condemned to The Pariah Syndrome. 

The author, himself a Romanichal Gypsy who has spent a 
decade researching this volume, received his doctorate from 
London's prestigious School of Oriental and African Studies 
and is well known among scholars for his outstanding studies 
of creole languages. He is currently Professor of Linguistics, 
The University of Texas at Austin. 

To Order/Mail to: Phone Orders 
KAROMA PUBLISHERS, Inc. Call our TOU. FREE number 24 HOURS EVERY DAY 
3400 Daleview Drive Michigan Residents Call Collect 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105 USA 1-800-521-0334 Ext 950 1•313.-S 3331 

Method of Payment 
□Check Enclosed. (I saw all shipping charges). 
Charge to: □VISA □ MasteiCard □American Express 
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ARRY SALTZMAI'1 
Lowndes Productions Ltd. London 

and 

MIRZAPASIC 
Forum Studios, Sarajevo Yu~oslnvia 

Announce Production of 

P8Y 
RAVAN 

Script by 
EMIR KUSTURICA ~md GORDON MIHIC 

A motion picture based on todays true 
story of the Ridnappin~ of Yu~oslavian children 

by Yuqoslavian criminals for the purpose of thievinq. 
picRpocbetinq and prostitution in Italy. France & Germany 

Directed by 

EMIR KUSTURICA 
,-WINNEll Of THE 198r ~ t¥'°.L-THE GOLDEN LION AT' f C--OLDEN PALMAICANNE~ \ f. nu:: lS6t ~j 
~ for ~and~ t'l:NICE tlLM FESTIVAL ~ 1 .. WHEN FAffiERWAS ~ ~ tor f 
~ ,. AWAY ON BUSINESS" ~ ~ "DOYOU REMEMBER -~•~ ~ JI# ~ DOLLYBELL" ~ 

----------- -------
Shooting in Yugoslavia and Itafy Decernber'86thru March'87 

Firstshowin~: Au~ust 1987 Venice Film Festival 
- • -·- - ---,-, - ---

Y~oslavia, Italy, France. Germany. Distribution Sold 
---------- -- ----

ALL OTHER TE~RITORIES SfILL AVAILABLE 

Contact. Harry Saltzman Lowndes Productions Ltd 
~ '1lobe Ihea•:-e 5hafte.sbury ,'\v, n'I~ 1 mi.Jon Wt. En, ldnd Tel 01· •137 3647 Cabk. [enmont.london _ .. _ -- . ·-- · . ··-
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RIJ 
RO\IA:SO I:\ .i!:R\ACIO:--i.-\L~O JL Kl:-fETH . .\~~I BE 

Veremten 'l;llloncn l :'-10 
mil lc.on~ult.1.t1vem StJtU\ bc1m ~1rtsch1ft · · und Soz1.:ilnt 

, ~G0'1 • E(OSOCI 

Hauptquartier der U~O-Vertretung: 
CH-3007 Bern tSch""dzl 

Sandrainstrasse 4 

Harry Snltzmann Lo~ndes 
Producti.ons, Ltd. 

The Globe Theatre 
Shaftesbury Avenue 
Lonc:lon l4J1 
England 

Si.rs: 

o Ya~.kn lC' Redfosko 
f'.n.mano Jckht:thanibe 
P 0. Bo~ 856 
Buda, TX 7'3610 USA 

~6th October 1986 

LVP have noted \.\'i.th some alarm your i.nh=•nt-i.on to produce 
a screenplay entLtl ed Gyp !- U Caravan documf:!ntl .. n.~ l<i..dnappi..ng 
and theft as i. t i.nvol P ; the Romani.. ponul ati..on i..n Y, •P,Oslavi..a. 

It i.s strongly to be hoped that thL s wLLL not ~urtray our 
people nPgati..vely; we h~ve ~atlonaL ~i.norit, status in Yugo­
slavia, and the lntPrnati.onal Romani.. l lni..on ha-:; held NGO status 
i..n the Uni.ted Nati.ens Organi.zati.on si.ncP Jq79, l\'e ,1re adamantly 
opposed to negative stereotypi.ng and const~ntly stdnd on guard 
to counter i.t. 

The sttuati...on i.n Yugoslavi.a ts the re,,ult of the treatment 
of the Romani. people -t.·here. We ur~e you b., he absolutely sure 
of your facts., htstori.c..il as \\ell as conlemporary, before 
commi.tti.ng yourselves. Jf you would not r roduce such a fi.Lm 
about Jews, or Serbs, or the Jri.sh or the I tali.ans., then the 
same consi.deratton must be extended to the Gypsy people. 

Please avail yourself of our organi.z~ti..on i.f you need 
factual background i..nformati.on. We arc commi.tted only to the 
di.gni..ty and human ri.ghts of our people, and wi. LL oppose all 
efforts to exploit such si.tuati...ons. I ("\ ~...... I\ 

~~ \~,I~, '\) \ l~ 
~ a·n-k o L e R c d~ n s k o ( 

YR:sc Secretary, RIJ(USA)' 
cc. Romani. Anti.-Defamati.on League 

B'nai. B'ri.th ADL 
RIJ Offtces 
NGO/UN New York & Geneva 

encs. 

• INTERNACJONALNI SER.ESU:RJ OJlGAN(ZACIA VASE SAV6RE ROMANE NAClONALNE IEICHETHANIIEN.11. • 
OllGANIZACION INTERNACIONAL DE LAS ASOCIACIONES NACIONALES GIT AN AS • INTER~ATIONALE DACHORGAMI­
SAnON DER NATJOMAU:N ?IGEUNERVERBANDE • INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION UNITING ALI. GYP!Y ASSO­
CIAT(O .. a • 011.GANIIATION INTERNATIONALE DES ASSOCIAT"ONS NATION "-Lf-5 DES GIT ANS • ME10UNAIU)DNAJ4 

wozca . .AWLJ>JUSCHTSCHAJA ORGANIZACIJA WSECH NAC'O'fAUilCH C!GANSKYCH 0BJEDIN£NIJ • 
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·y we 
bb .ge pa t 
·n o ocaust 
remembrance 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS - A Day of 
Remembrance for victims of the 
Holocaust should not overlook 
the Gypsies also killed by the 
Nazis in World War II, Gypsy­
American leaders say. 

uwe lost a higher proportion of 
our numbers than the ~Jews did," 
Sam Connick, secretary of the 
U.S. Office of the International 
Romani Union 1n Austin, Texas, 
said Wednesday. 

Connick said Gypsy-Ameri­
cans, who are also called R~ 
ma, are worried the tribute 
that was planned today by the 
U.S~ Ho1ocaust Memorial Council 
in Vl ashmgton, D.C., does uot rec­
ognize their losses. 

"We're not protesting at the 
ceremony." he said. uThat would 
detract from the dignity of the 
ceren1ooy. Vl e hope to • work out 
a friendly understanding with 
them .. They haven't been willing 
so far to recognize us." 

,... 

Wilham Duna . ~ i·i1,~· .•• • 

Minnesota prof e.,."-Sor and P'' '"' 

bet of the council who is a Gyp-a, 
sy, said he had "deep concern), 
alx,.ut the ceremony. 

"The Holocaust Council seerri~ 
to have re!egated Gypc:;ies to the 
position of .second-class or inf eti· 
or vtctims by its steadfast ref us­
al to include Gypsy•Americans ln 
the planning of the ceremony ,1' 
he said in a statement. 

Other council members could 
not be reached for comment 
Wednesday; 

Connick said the council had 
invited two Gypsies from Roma• 
nia to the ceremony, bypassing 
Gypsy-Americans, whose popula­
tion he estimated at one n1illion. 
He said the Gypsies would light 
one of six candles on a menorah. 

"The argument that the coun­
cil makes is that the candles are 
for everybody, not jost Jews," he 
said. "But that's a specifically 
Jewish symbol. The council was 
set up to honor the memory of 
the victims of the Holocaust. As 
it turns out, the attention is going 
to the Jewi~h victims." 
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HARRY SAL ZMAl'~ 
Lowndes Productions LtJ. London 

and 

MIRZAPASIC 
Forum Studios. Sarajevo Yu~oslavia 

Announce Production of 

~P8Y 
ARAVAN 

Script by 
EMIR KUSTURICA an<l GORDON MIHIC 

A motion picture based on todays true 
story of the kidnappin~ of Yu~oslavian children 

by Yu\1oslavian criminals for the purpose of thicvinq. 
picbpocbetinq and prostitution in Italy. France & Germany. 

Directed by 

EMIR KUSTURICA 
r WINNER Of THE 198?'' rrHE G~LD_E_N ~ION AT~" 

,~ C--OLDfN P.t\LM AT CANNE~ \ r♦ • HL l~bl ~ 1 f for ~and~ 'JENICE HLM FESTIVAL ~ I .. WHEN FATHERWAS ~ 1 .. for r 
~h AWAY ON BUSINESS~ ~ DO YOU REMEMBER -~•~ ~ !!.\. DOLLY BELL" JJ::' 

Shootin~ in Yu~oslavia and Italy December'86thru March'87 

First showinsJ: Au~ust 1987 Venice Film Festival - - ---- --------------·- ---,-, -
Yugoslavia, Italy. France. Germany. Distribution Sold -----------------·---------· ------- - - - --------· 

ALL OTHER TERRITORIES STILL AVAILABLE 

Contact· Harry Saltzman Lowndes Prod uctions Ltd 

I 
i. 
; . 

I 

' 
l 

i 
l Globe Theatre Snafo •. :.sbury t\venuc- L,lndon Wt [n~Iand Tel Ot· 437 3647 Cable : fcnmont London. • 

- -- ····- - -·· -- -··--···--··· -------- --- - ·-• --- -·•-··-- ··---·····-·- --·-··-·--·-- ',.,\) 
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,. d:.O-CHAIRMEN 

Tom Lantos (CA) 
John Edward Poncr (IL) 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Guy L Ackerman (NY) 
Sala Burton (CA) 
Robert K. Doman (CA) 
Betajamin A. Gilman (NY) 
John R. Miller (WA) 
lubara A. Miltllllti (MD) 
Pelct W. Rodino. Jr. (NJ) 
Jama R. Scheuer (NY) • 
Pat Wil1il1111 (M1l 
Prut R. Woll(VA) 
Gui Yatroa (PA) 
f ,, .......... , 

G!angn.ssioual Jbunun iiglyt& Graucus 
•ulfiaglon. I.GI. ZD515 

October 7, 1986 

The Honorable V. Vajnar, Minister of Interior 
Federal Government of The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic 
Prague, Czechoslovakia 

Dear Minister Vajnan 

Congressman Tom Lantos 
l 707 Lonporth Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

(202) 225-3531 

Congressman Joba Edward Porter 
1131 Lonporth Buildin1 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

(202) 22S,4835 

An alarming story about treatment of the Romani people in Czechoslovakia has recently 
been brought to our attention. If this information is correct, a path has been taken which 
defies the lessons of history. While we recognize that rumors and false reports are not 
W1Common, the source of this Information is from your own government report by Jozef 
Prokop, 1n Bratislava Smena, published August 6, 1986. Therefore we cannot disregard 
the appeal that came to us. We do wish to offer you and the Czechoslovakian 
Government a fair opportunity to respond before these reports become even more 
widespread and or more distorted when told to the United States Congress. 

We have been informed that the Czechoslovakian government is considering a program of 
compulsory sterilization of the Romani population, referring to it as an act of "socialistic 
humanity." It is reported that government officials have stated that by sterilizing this 
ethnic group the number of unhealthy or handicapped children born in Czechoslovakia 
will be reduced. Other officials have been quoted to us as expressing horror at the high 
Romani birthrate and judging this group as genetically unfit. Further intervention into 
private family life, and violation of basic human rights, is the announced intention to 
take Romani children from their parents and place them in foster homes or special 
boarding schools. • 

. 
We are horrified at the possibillty that there could still exist in Europe these Hitlerlan 
radst, genocidal, attitudes which almost brought destruction to civilization on our planet 
only twenty-five years ago through the Fascist machine that overran Europe. Can it be 
possible that such attitudes can still be part of the official program of a modern 
government? 

We have discussed this information with Ambassador iroslav Houstecky and have 
advised hlm that this letter was being prepared by ~emb rs of Co ress. We earnestly 
hope that you will take our concerns about these allegat· ns seriou , and will provide 
evidence that such inhumane policies are not being prac ced; but, the contrary, you 
are providing enlightened programs of health and edu ation whi support the full 
development of human potential among the Romani peopl 

...._ Respectfully Yours, 

1~~~ 
Tom Lantos 
Member of Congress 

Co-Chairs1 

.__ 

hn Porter 
J Member of Congress, 

Congressional Human Rig;.. s Caucus 
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European Romani 
Parliament 

EPRESENTING 3-4 MIJJAlON PEOPLE scattered 

a.cross the continent, a Gypsy parliament could 

become a force to be reckoned with in the new 

Europeft At last Novemher's Romani Union congress·· in 

Germany delegates resolved to bring a close to the era of self .. 

appointed Kings and government-appointed General 

Secretaries, 1naking it possible for all Gypsies to vote for 

their own representatives. 

Stateme~ts from the founding document: 

'Given that the Rornany .people constitute by far the 

largest non-tenitorial ethnic minority in Europe, and that 

since their arrival seven centuries ago-they have 

consistently been 1solated, pursued, and the object of 

genocidal policies.~. 

In order to confront the rapidly changing social and 

political ~ituation throughout Europe, ·especially 

growing overt disctjmination and racially-motivated 

violence in the East.and systematic deportations in the 

West... • 

..... We ·caU for: protective laws for minorities at pan­

European and global levels; aid projects designed to 

tackle poverty within Romany communities; the 

treatment of Romany refugees according to the Geneva 

Convention; economic and political'sanctions to combat 

systematic human rights violations against Roma in 

states such as Romania, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia ·and 

Albania.' • 
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Romanian Gypsies 
make bulk of orphans 
Parents relinquish 
children with hope 
culture survives 
11J TOBY P. SONNEMAN 

41 

the 13th century they were subjected to dis­
crimination. bostility and anti-Gypsy legisla­
tion. 

In the Balkans, Gypalel were so valued 
tor their skills that Institutional slavery was 
put into effect to keep them ti'om leaving. 
Gypsies were enslaved tn what is now 
Romania from the mld-13009 until abolition 
in 1664. 

Persecution of the Roma spiraled to a • 
deadly crescendo during the Nazi occupatiop 

Whtie ftuntUes in the Northwest anx10111 or l!oir.c.»., Grtiif P')Jufa'lfffll ,,ere deem:lat• 
to aaopt cblldren from Romanian orphah ed by Hilbti"s pc,th:) uf1'8.ci.al ex~tl.:m. 
ages try to glean all available information Postwar communist regimes did little to 
trom media reports, there's one maior fact improve the lot of Eastern Europe's Roma 
that they probably won't hear about: The Under the false guise of equality, Gypsies 
overwhelmin8 DUQority of cblldren intemad were pressured to assimilate and relinquish 
in these dismal Institutions are Gypsies. their traditions and language, yet were 

More than a year after the overthrow of ofiered no way to Integrate into society. 
Nicolae Ceausescu, Romania ls still wrapped Life for the Gypsies has further 
in the dark shroud of bis legacy. The grim deteriorated under the new governments. 
orphanages ftlled to overflowing with chll- Denied legal work, poverty-stricken and 
dren who suffer neglect. inhumane condi• uneducated, Gypsies' survival depends on 
tions and inadequate care are the result of begging and black market and crin1tnal 
the former dictator's plan to breed n large, activltles. Citizens in Romania blame the 
uneducated work force. Gypsies for their economic ills, believing 

To encourage population expansion, the they are proftUq from them. 
Ceausescu regime denied access to birth Fueled by centuries of hatred, anti-Gypsy 
control and abortions, forcibly required violence, formerly kept in hand by police, ls 
pregnancy tests and gave incentives for now allowed to rage unrestrained. With full 
bearing chOdren for the state. Many parents, support of the gova-nment, Romantm c:itl-· 
unable to feed so many cbildrerJ, interned zens have inatipted pogroms against Gyp­
them to the orphanages hoping they could stes. H~ are set on ftre, ransacked and 
reclaim them In better Umea. For Gypsy par- robbed as the Roma are forced to flee. Ordi­
ents, the better times have never come. nary clti1.ens and police beat and brutalize 

At least 75 percent of these children me Gypsies. 
Gypsies, reported the New York Tlmes A shocking accowit of attacks on Gypsies 
Magazine. Firsthand accounts put the per- by miners lut June was reported by the 
centage even higher. Although by official Group for Social Dialogue, Romania's main 
census 2.3 million Gypsies liv14 in Romania, dissident organir.ation: Romani men execut­
population t, million, unof.ficial counts ed; women beaten and raped; rhildren and 
rana:e a,- niar'> ..,. 6111dli1M. ul(. pe,.4,u (.). 1..1 ad: ~i.._"-'t s t.,,.,.n away to 

ThtM dldpror,iKlrtlonate tlfp;res are syim1► • unknown de&ur.attuus. The ~ahn&al ..aha• 
tomatic of the environment of persecution tion Front held a press conference, and 
that Gypst.es face, explained Dr. Ian Han- Prime Minister Petre Roman defe:ided his 
cock, who represents the International government's support of the brutal nssault. 
Romani (Gypsy) Union to the United Nations Alarmed by this borrit)tinr situation, 
and Unicef. He believes tmp,verlsbed Gypsy Roma In the United States urge the adop­
parents have surrendered their babies to ttons of Gypsy chUdren as a way individuals 
offer them a chance to escape the intense can help. Few Gypsy children have been 
atmosphere of hatred and violence in adopted in the Northwest, ho1rever, perhaps 
Romania. because the Romanian caretakers strongly 

John Nickles, an American Gypsy who discourage prospective parent1 from such 
wants to adopt a child from Romania, adoptions. 
agreed. "When Gypsy parents have to give '"To bring a Gypsy chUd out oJRomania is 
up their child to non-Gypaies, that's a trage- to save a llfe," said Vinka Cook, who 
d)' for them," he said in a recent phone inter• describes herself as an inte,~me,1lary 
view from his home tn New Jersey. "But betweenRomaand,-qie(non-Gypdes).Cook, 
they would band them over to orphanages a New Mexico resident, works. with the 
rather than watch them die of starvation." International Romani Union in Texas to ,,ro-

Gypsies, who prefer the name Roma or vtde non-Gypsy parents with in formation 
Romani, have suffered a Jong and bitter his- about Romani culture, history, Jar. ,guage and 
tory of persecution in Su.rope. Originally community. 
from India, they left there about 1,000 years Awareness or this cultural an~. historic..'1 
ago and made their way slowly to Europe. legacy concerns the Gypsies or tJ 1e Romani. 
From the time of their appearance there in Union. "Our herlta2e is a nmud , me " Cook. 
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That's lnfoimation and Facts 
. 

Yugoslavia 
Hamburg ISSN-01 79/3063 5)1988 
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r:::::;-~~-_,,,.____,~~ 

11/ . 
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/CYPSIES (ROMAS) OPPRESSION 
This English text appears as a supplement to the new Croatian home.magazine Hrvatska Domovina. It must be ordered separately. 

Responsible: Ost-Dienst,- Hans Peter Rullmann, Western Germany Hudtwalckerstrasse 26 • 0-2000 Hamburg 60 • (040)462702 
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.Bindman & Partn€:rs Solicitors 

Professor I.F. Hancock, 
University of Austin, 
PO Box 856, 
Buda, 
Texas 78610 
U.S.A. 

Dear Professor Hancock, 

I Euston Road 
Kinfs Cross 
London NW1 2SA 

DX37904 

01-278 8131 

Ourrrtcn·n.:~· 387 /SG/MA 

1.1.,1.: 23rd October 1986 

My firm is acting for the Commission for Racial Equality, a statutory body charged with the responsibility of eliminating racial discrimination in the United Kingdom. 

The Commission is bringing le~al proceedings against various 
owners of r.ublic houses who d1sflay signs bearing the words "No travellers'. In the Commissions view these words indicate an intention to discriminate against travellers or gypfies, who are a group defined by reference to their ethnic origin and therefore a racial group under the relevant UK legislation. The Race Relations Act 1976 has recently been interpreted by the House of Lords in relation to Sikhs and l enclose a copy of the judgment. 

The court which is to hear the case has ordered expert evidence. We are in the process of gathering evidence (a) on the meaning of "travellers" and (b) as to common ethnicity, culture, history, 
language, literature, geographical origin of travellers or gypsies. 

I believe that you may be able to help in the provision of 
documentation, case law, legislation treaties or other material 
in the United States or more generally: Please let me know if there is any information which you can provide. 

You will appreciate that I am anxious to pursue this litigation as quickly as possible and I would be grateful if you could get 
in touch with me in the near future. 

.. ) 

. . 
Partners Geoffrey Bindman felicity Crowther Brian Qaymcmd 

Stephen Grosz Robin Lewis Naomi AqcU 
Nie M&dqe 
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~,, 
United States 
,f Amma 

th 
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES Of 1lU 99 CONGRESS.. SECOND SES.SION 

Vol H2 WASHING TON, TUESDAYi SEPTEMBER 16, 1986 No. 121 ---------------------------------------------------
House of Representative~ 

The recosn!Uon here IOdaY by the U.S. 
Holoc.ust. Memorial Council of the fate of 
the Rom in Hitler'a Europe, marks a turrunc 
Point 1n our effort.a to brlNI It t.o the attt:n• 
Uon of the nation and of thl' 11:Nld. This Is a 
,ery 1pecta1 day, not only lot RoD1aru Amer• 
lcana but for all Americans. With the com• 
pletaon of the Memorial MtL~um. the f:iller 
story of Uie Holoc:ausl. as It a.fleeted all of 
lta victims. will be told. We are at the begtn. 
ntn1 of a close and cooperative working rela­
tionship y,;th the Council. one ded!cated to 
bringtn1 this to fruition. 

Today la a special oc:a.alon for another 
reuon as well For the first time ln Amert• 
enn history, represeniat1ve1 of the diffl'rcnt 
brar.cllt.e of the Romaru Nauon have come 
tos:cther In one place: member,; of lhf' 
Macb\-anO. Kalderuh. Lo\ arl, Xaladltlta 
and Romankhal pcpu!ations are here in 
this room to honor Jointly the memory of 
our dead. Let us hope that In the yeArs 
ahead. our numbers at this annual Ct'ttmo­
n, 11,tll sro•. and that through future Da~"ll • 
of Remembrance and throuith our Memorl:i.1 
Museum. the worl4 will no longl"r rem:un 1g­
nonnt or the fate of our Pf'()llle In the Holo­
caust. 

I want to la)' a few words now about our 
dear friend John MCl'eL o Lazo ae' Gyor• 
i;osko ahavo. who puaed away only days 
before he wu to have been here with us In 
Waahln,iton. 

Like ma117 Americana Rom v. !1ose ancc-s­
tors an1ved here In the e:u-ly 1900s. Lazo 
was :Lf'll,l'e that bis people had been mur• 
dettd In Sf'N.t numbers during the &rond 
World Wu. but Uke most other Amerirans, 
knew little or the actual deta1ta or the Nm 
atrocity ac'l1nst our people. 

He wu ori&t.nally drav.n t.nto our Holo­
CIWSl•rrl~ted efforta through his O\\'ll at­
tempts to renn• the Red D.ess Romani Be· 
ne\ulent A.slocl:1.t1or.. Jounded almost sixty 
~·l"ar.s ai;o by his 1ranctlathn, Sle\'(' K::.slu\'. 
John Ml'8el felt. hke hl.s ll'?'alldfather bC'!ote 
hlm. that Romani Amer:cana v,ett the \'I<"· 

Ums of social and economic prejudice v.hich 
luce1Y resulted from their being poorly un­
df>rstood. Ka.slov met v.ath Md spoke per­
aooalb to Franlrnn O. Roosevelt about his 
concerns to: h.11 people. though to I.ale 
&\·ail. 

As John MPgel came to und1>rstand more 
and more about the lmmem,lt>· of Hltlt'r·s 
plan to extermm~,te tile Gvr~Y people, :md 
how the world 1ot:emcd to hntc tt.rned 1t11 
back on our pl•i:ht SL'lce thf' Wi;.r . ~e be-earl' 
consumed -«"ith ar. nb1umi; outr~i:r. a:-id :ii,,._ 

temdnatlon to SI'" Jusuce dont' ~.lm1>l:m .. ~ 
he v.·ould ~peal; 1c. m1> ',\'Ht\ tr: -s \n !1!:'\ t'Yt'•. 
v,ondcring why no or." :;t>!'ml'd tn c •rt-. 

\\'hrn v.-e be~an to ent.-r Into a d1aloll'.,f' 
9.lth the U.S. Holocaust !\!emor::i.l Co1mc1l 
Qbout three years aco. hf' becam" onP. of the 
nioat voca.l. and often Impatient. advoc11tf'i; 
of th!' Romani cause. Somet11nf's !le v,01:ld 
be knockin« on their orrice c.i<'<>r onre or 
twtce a week. It ls \'ery largely due to h1:1 ef• 
fort.I that thlf solemn f'\·ent has come 
ab:>ut. and It is only ftttmg thal a tribut!' ::,e 
ma.de to hi.I memory here toda}·. He was to 

l· ••· e si;okf:'n, and to han part1c1pat!'d in our 
water cert-mony here this mornmi. 

0ne of 1.azo·s con~nu 11.·as the collt-ction 
of 5<>ntr-i and poem:. In Romani v.•hich have 
to do V.ith the HolocaUllt. I recently found 
one !IUCh poem -;i.·hlc-h 1 u·ould like to read In 
his memory: It 11.·a., composed by a Serbian 
Rom short!}· after the end of the War. 

One momrng, al)out sf.'~en. 
The Gt>nn:tn~ r:une to m:; d.:>or. 
..tet·a go. G)·psy. let·s be lln our \\·ay ... 
"Walt, Mr. Genn...n. until I hiht the fire 
And klsa my old mother. 
For I know I won·t be coming back. 
I know :,ou·:c going to take my tile". 
"Hurn·. Qyps:v. and take your 5ho,·el. 
And dlii: YOUl'lil'll 
A sra1•e". 

I'd 11kt to ha\e a few moments· silence for 
J1.1h.1 Mt-i:rL 

Nhjas twntngl". 

I 
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker. today we sol• 
ermly observed a ceremony ol remembrance 
for the peoples of Roma111. the Gyps,es, who 
were another raCISt target of the 8\'11 inspired 
Nazi Holocaust. The stones of the deaths of 
hundrec:11 of thousands of Gypsies at Ausch• 
wrtz and in other Nazi concentration camps 
are onty beginning to be told. The genocide 
•tt~ by Hitler's IJoc,pt Wal planned lo, 
both Gypsy and Jew. n.s first day of remem­
bering the Gypsy experience in the Holocaust 
was si>onsored by the United States Hok>­
caust Memonal Council in asSOCtation wrth the 
Amencan Rom (Gypsy) commulllty. I subm,t 
IOI' the RECORD the moving and scholarly 
speech given by Prof. Ian Hancock. spec,ahst 
111 Rom studies at the Unavers,ty of Texas, 
Austin. 

l WU Jmt a child when the Second World 
W:ir ended. But 1 remembtt the bomb ahel• 
t.en. and the blad:outa, and especially the 
lirena waminl of air attacks from the Con•· 
Unent. 1 remember the devutatJon those at• 
tacu left behind In l.ondon'a eut end: Lh~ 
empty abeU. of the bwldlnp remained lone 
after the -'&r. 

I wu one of the luc:Jt:, ones: I was born 1n 
Britain, and 1Urv1ved. Relatives of mine In 
Run,ary did not; b)' 11M5, over h&lf 1. mil• 
lion of our people In Europe had been 
ll1.usbCered. Thoae of ua born here and In 
Britain must. thank God for our deUYttanee. 

German preJuctice aaatnat the RoJD&nl 
peoplt data from our very ani\'al In that 
part ol Europe in the tlrteenth century. The 
methodte&l persecuuon which e\enLually 

culminated tn senoetde benr1 at the Hid of 
the last cenLury, with the establishment of 
the Central Office for Plghttn, the Orpsy 
Nuw.nce In Munich. In 1899. There ha.d al­
ready been a proposal at an earlier couft'r• 
ence on 11·ha.t tn.s called the .. Gypsy Pllth" 
to TO\D'ld up and put Into detenUon centers 
all O)•ps1~ In German controlled territorlts 
By the 1920s. 5Pf'CtaJ police units had bee~ 
created to teep the Romani population 
under conatant aunelllance: evef'Y1l·here. 
Rom and Sintl were flllaerpr1D\.ed and pho­
tornphed, and were not. allowrd to mo\'c­
about. Lhe land without. special pa.:;se£. 

When Hitler c~ M> po11:er ln Ul33, he 
found anlJ-Roman.l laws already well en• 
trenched, and needing only refinement by 
the Nazis to tum what had bt>en harass­
ment and ba~ot.Ty Into the- dea..c!ly W'.l! of 
raclstn and murder. In that same year. the 
very first Yt-ar of Nazi pov,er. German Rem 
and 81ItLI ~ Victlm:s of their program 
1.0 era.dacate lln'll'&nt-ed elrmenr.s !rom lhe1r 
ne~ .wc1ety· num~ra 11,•rr.- sirrali.z,,d a.nd 
&ent to ca.mp., at Oactuw, Dlt:seL. t.r.t..s.se. 
MAhrzan and Vennhaw;cn. 

In 1935. the Nurembef¥ La,r; tor the Pro­
tecuon of Blood ar.~ :!onor made unions be· 
tween Gn)stes and non-Gyps1t'.J tlleiral on 
new grounds: a Oypa}' wu defined at tha.t 
time a.s anyone hav1r.g a.s llttlt' u one el;;hth 
Roma.nl ancmn,. Iron:cally, the leas 
Romani blood. a Gyp:.}· had, th.:- harsher 
wa.s his treatment at \.he bands ot the Ger• 
mans. 

In 1936, lntel'T,ol Itself supported the per 
secutac,n of our people by t$tabll~t1mg the 
Jntemat1on'\l Center for the F'lght Against 
th,. Oyp,;y Mt'nace. an office v:h1ch ,·as not 
o!flc1:0:ly clORd do;i,'JI until 1910. 

A NAZ1 Party proclamation L'ISued In 1938 
stated tbat the Oys:,y problem 'll'IU co.tei:orl­
Cl\lly a matter of ract', and was Lo be dealt 
,a, Ith in that lls;:h .. Jont.nnes Behrend, 
speak.l11i: tort.he l arty a yur lat.er. declare-d 
that "elimination without hei.1tat1on" was 
thl' only ,·ar lo protect Lhe Aryan people 
from rM:1al contanunation from Slntl and 
Rom. In that. year. Gypsies be«an to be 
tran-;portt"l1 to concentration earn~ in 
Bnlln and Poland The sarr.e began to take 
r1.i.ce In the Bal~ie statn. cze..:h0!ilovak1a, 
HunJ'nry, Frar.~e. Italy and the Balk.ans. 
Llln!e-~cale ro: ,r.d-ups we-re t'\ery'll·here tn 
efkl.t b\ 1943: hy April that year, O\'C'T 

10.000 S.:1t: and Rom were incarcerated In 
Sachscnhausen for later extennmauon. ln 
some parts of Europe, entin Romani l)Of)U· 

lations ,·ere del>troyed. such as the Layenge 
Rom ln ~tonla. who are now an e;,,.LL"lct 
people. ElsewhPre In Nazi controlled areas 
of Europ(', aa many :.a '10 and 80 i;>en%nt or • 
the resident Rom.:uu POPUlatlon., , ·ere ex• 
terminated. On Augu.~t ut.. 1tt•. four thou• 
u.nd of our people were murdered at. Auacb­
'11.'IU ln just. one nlghL 

So complete ...,as the Nazi (\,estrucl:lon of 
the Roma."ll people m Euro;>e. I.hat fe.- .1ur­
\·1~ed to tell the story. Still fe-...er non•G)'P• 
sies !tttmed e\'en to care. After the war. no 
nauon came fon·~ rd to help thi.- survh·O"'!, 
no atlempt W:\S rn&de on the part of a!ly 
rovernment or philanL'uop1c organization 
to help reorient them; n ,.., war cnme rTP.l· 

ration v.11.c forthcomin,, no ln\'ltatlona ex• 
tended to tcsti!y at any of the '11.'a.t crime UI· 
bunal.~. 

Hltl<'r's methods of deal!~ ,1th hla 
Gypsy Problt'm lncluded at first bar11sh• 
ment, lher. steril=t'on, and finally exter­
mination. For the Romani people. the­
defeat of N&ZJa;n, die! not brmg Ill\ end to 
any of these. a: li.-nst as possible solutions ln 
thr mlnrui ol the authormes In 1981, pol~ 
l}steruatlca.lly fl•llndt'ct 1;p and expelled 
number:; of Rom uuout ,out Poland. aban· 
donlng tht'm at sea without the papers nee• 

ess:..ry for them to re turn. in 1976, a govern­
m< nt propasal in Czec:hoslo\ak.1a recom· 
mt'no, d that the su,rlllutlo:1 of lls Romani 
POPUiation .,-,,ild t>e an act of "socialistic 
h11mml', ": !,ornnni Unl-::n lawi•ers ha,·e 
rea.~on tu bela.:•;e that the rtni:erprmt.s and 
photoi;n.ph~ In th!' mes or the Interpol 
oflice- 11. hk:i was offlcialJy cfOS('d In 1910. 
arc st,ll bE'mg l.l.',!'d by the poll<"' m Ot,rma• 
ny ae;a!n.•t '·" Rom. The contemporarr 
st~le of ot.,r Dl'0rle rer.ams nry cnllcal, 
a.nJ It L fun · en. ~~r~. " 'h:.s Day o! Re• 
n'r:,01,,~ •" ! .._ .ll tirl. ,f' n,. largl'r com• 

. '.' . 1, r--.,,....,i, ~ ~ of r,•1r stt• 
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ETHNIC 'VIOLENCE IN ROM.ANIA 
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or KA.RYLUfD 

ur TH!: HOUSE or R.r:PJU:SDff.\TIVES 

Wednesday. /Jav 29, 1991 

Mr. HOYER Mr. Speaker, as ChaJrman of 

the Helsinki Commission. I have had the op­
portunity to see tremendous change in East• 
em Europe CN6' the last few years. Happily. 
some of the greatest changes have co~ in 
the area of freedom of express,on. Unfort:~ 
natoly~ in soma cases this freedom has fet 
loose ethnic intolerance long repressec1 and 
tong igfl0f'8d. Now, that intolerance muse be 
recoga rlZ'0d and remedied. 

This week in Romania. thousands of peopte 
attact.oo and burned the homes of Gypsies­
who caU themselves Roma--, two villages 
neu Bucharest As in similar incidents wtudl 
occurred eanier this year ~n Roma.ma. it is not 
kriown exactly what spa.rt<ed this conflagra­
,,on. What is known i& u-w this is part of a 
growing wave of village assaults on Roma 
communities. 

From the Inquisition to the Holocaust. Roma 
have suffered h\Jmanity'a wor-5$ abuseS. They 
nave been enstaved and farl;etea tor geno­
cide during ttle Holocaust. They have been al• 
ternatefy subiected to forced assmif ation and 
to v;rtuaf a;,artt'\oo They have been com­
p9lled to submit to invoh.. ntary sterilization and 
have had their children seized from them. And 
yet they f'.ave survived.. 

It would be a tragedy if the Roma people.. 
wh'l have endured so much. were made to 
suffer even longer in a time that otherwise 
holds so mucb hope for so many. We must 
ensura that these people, their cuJl.l..l(e, and 
their heritage are not destroyed by hatred and 
violence_ 

I understand that the Romanian lnteriot 
Minister has promised to invesngate these 
events.. I urge his government to do so with all 
deliberate speed and to ensure that those re­
spons,ble are held accountable in accordance 
with the CSCE standards for the ruta of law 
and the procection of minorities to which ttM1 
Romanian goverMlent ha.$ committed itselL 
This is an w-gent matte,, Mr. SpeaMv. PoliticcU 
prisoners can be set free. and banned books 
published. but lost lives can nevar be re­
stored. 




