ABSTRACT

This thests analvzes the upper and middle classes in Jamaica between 1912 and 1945
wilizng the three main themes of stratification. ge cndering and ethnicity within a theory o “Socal
Space wiveh derives lrom the materiaiism of Kar Marx blended with the phenomenoliogical
theory of dwelime devised by Chrisuan Norberg-Schulz and depved trom Heidegger. The
concep: of social space incorporates e natural. urban. public and domestic spaces. and the
position of the upper and middle classes in each of these spaces Is examined.

The rescarch conducted for this thesis demonstrates that within cach of these spaces the
upper and nnadie classes occupied positions ol relauve advanagy compared to the working
class peasanins . Within the natural space. veneral patierns of fand ownersinn and the disiibutior
OF OLCUDULINIE 10 IDCOML dare examined. The conclusion ix that the upper and middie classes
feid the greater share of materis resources which cenerated wealth anameome. In the urbar
space the wpper and middle class popalation was concenivalec 10 greatest numbers. and i leve!
ol necess oF these Clisises o urban amenities as well as their contribution 1o the creation of the
rban fnlrastrucivte are analvzed. The pubhie space 1s analvzed it werms of work. politea e
and recreational aotivities. Within this space. the upper and middie classes were
CATIONS ALKIBALCT OF CNICTPISES and emplovees I jobs o! professiona. status, These clusses.
cspecially the upner class plaved e most visibie roles i sociad and poliieal fiie. I the
domestic souce. L apper and middie classes cecupied Prime restdentlal arcas in rura! and
suburbur o fronments and were more lkely 10 be disu wingished! froms the working class Lo
o the Tnstinions o marriage. and the abllity o make jong-term proy stons for tanui
MM NUC.

While the upper and middle clusses are. 1 cenenl. readily distingusnable from the
working chiss 1 cael category ol te social space. there are constdaerabie meguadites o; weadth.
meonte. Pving standards and social status hetween the upper and middie classes  These are alws
analvzed, Other tuetors whieh contribute w the tformation ol the soclal space and affecung s
classes are tssues of race and gender. The two major changes during 1914 - 1945 are G opeI
of cortain roles 10 te publiv space W women of the upper and iniddic classes. and. the expansic

o the Piach and cotoured middle elass. These themes a abst anaivzed 1mndetai



