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:.:/ CoNGRES POUR LA LIBERTE DE LA CuLTURE 
CONGRESS FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM 

104, BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN PARIS (8•) T~LllPHONE: EUROPE 37-59 CABLE: CULTURCONGRES-PARIS 

Mr o Peter Abrahams 
c/o Mr. Dennis G. Duerden 
The Transcri ption Centre 
3 8 Dover Street 
London W.l. 
England 

Dear Peter Abrahams, 

Paris, 24th February 1964 

We sent you a letter of invitation to the 
gerlin me eting in September next. If ever you failed to 
receive the said invitation, please find enclosed a copy 
of ito 

We will appreciate to know as soon as 
possible whether you will be able to come. Your acceptation 
together with the answers we have already received from 
the part of other ~f rican poets will add to the prestige of 
the meeting . 

Sincerely yours , 

Edouard MA.UNICK. 
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CoNGREs POUR LA LIBERTE DE LA CuLTURE 
CONGRESS FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM 

104, BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN PARIS (8•) TELl'!PHONE : EUROPE 37.59 CABLE: C ULTURCON G Ri!S-PAR I S 

PRESIDEN TS D 'HONNEUR : 
Paris, 28th January 1964 

Theodor HEUSS 
Karl JASPERS 
Salvador de MADARIAGA 
Jacques MARITAIN 
Jayaprakash NARAYAN 
Rei nhold NIEBUHR 
Leopold Sedar SENGHOR 

PRESIDENT DU COMITE EXECUTIF : 

Denis de ROUGEMONT 

SECRETAIRE GENERAL : 

Nicolas NABOKOV 

s part of the Be rl in Fe st iva l which is be ing s p onsored 
~y the Senate of t he City o f Be rl in , the Congress f or Cultu ral 
F reed om is pl anning a seminar un d e r t he p rovisional title of 
"Poetry in a c hanging world " , to be held in col labo r a tion with 
t he litera r y magazine kzente an d Der Monat . 

The purpose o f t h i s seminar i s to b ring to eth er oets 
f rom fri c a , A.'lleri c a and Euro p e with t h eir contemporaries 
creative in t h e field o f fiction , the t h e t re , radi o , t e e ­
visi on and the cinema . few emin e t literary cri ti c s will 
also be invited . 

It is planned to make the meet ings as i nfo r ma l as p ossi ble , 
so as t o enco u rag e p ersonal c ontacts b etwe en t h e partici ants . 

Th e formal ses sion s will b e based on t he free discussion 
o f s e c ific subjects , an d cont ri but ions by individual partici ­
p ants will take the fo rm of concise state~en ts , ra ther than 
long er pa2ers on g eneral s ubj e c ts . It is h oped that small 
working gr o u swill g row out of these formal sess i ons , to study 
specific p roblems in g re at e r detail . Our aim is to allow the 
ryo ets to come to a c l ear d e finition of the rol e of poet ry in 
o ur time , by s tudyi n g and co mparing the newer media now p r eva ­
lent . nother pr oblem is tha t of the relations whi ch poetry 
can have wi th these o t her medi a . 

are 
ome of the to ois whi c h co u l d be d iscusse d a t this mee ti n g 

( 1) compa rison of the mean ing of n oetry and o f the 
role of t he p oet in the industrialized societies 
an d in t he societies in d eve lopmen t . 

( 2 ) Is t h ere s uch a t h in g as a uni ver s al langua g e 
in p oetry? 
That is the role o f reg ional and national origins ? 

Can p oetry re ma in unive rsal in tra nslation? 
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( 3) The wo rld of poet r y an d the world o f fiction . 

(4 ) Can TV an d the movies be a means to p oetic exp ressi on 
o r are t h ey mere l y mean s of communication? 

e s p eak of 11 p oetic langu a g e" in ~adio , TV or movies : 
Vhat is t h e rel a tion of t h i s l an g uag e to p oet r y? 

(5) 1 hat is the rol e of the modern c r i tic t owards p oetry? 
Does t h is role help or h ind er p oetic c reation? 

No att e mpt to set a p lan of the meeting has been ~ ~d e h ere , 
but a few top ics hav e b een s uggested wh i c h , I h op e , wi l l l e ad 
you to ma k e y our own s ug g est i ons . 

~e have b een as k ed by t h e Congress to organize t h is me et ing 
and woul d be very happy if you acce _ ted to take p art . ould t h e 
date of eptember 19 to 2 6 , in Berlin , b e suitable? Your t rave l 
and l ocal exp enses will b e born e by the s p onsors . 

e are lookin g forward to a n early re· l y and remain , 

incer e l y you rs , 

Edo uard M .UNICK 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
c/o M. Dennis G. Duerden 
The Transcription Centre 
38 Dover Street 
London W.1. 

P i er r e EM:,IANUEL 
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As par~ of the Berlin Festival which i s being sponsored 
by the Senat e of t he City of Berlin, the Congress for Cultural ' 
Freedom is planning a seminar undel' t he provisional title of 
0 Poetry in a changing worl d0 , to be held in collaboration with 
tho li torory magczino l\.kz ntc and Do-. i.1 nr,t . 

T o purpose or this s er.dncr is to bring toge ther poots 
from Africa, Amcdca -nd Eu_ o·:,e vii th t 1e h · cont emporaries 
creative in t ho field of fiction, t he t heot:rc, radio, televis ion 
and t he cinomn . A fc~ eminent 1· tcr~ry cri tics will also be 
invited. 

It is plannad to nake t he moctinas as infor ma l as possible , 
s o as to encoura e ,personal cont acts bc1 :1cc:'! t.' o p::irtlcipants. 

The for nnl sessions w" 11 bo b~sed o the :;_ .. ,.,e 'iscusoion , 
of speci f ic SUDj •1cts, .:;,1 d co tributions by i nd· v· du::i l pnrticipants 
will t ol·e t ho fo:i· r:· o::: concise ~tutom~n1·.s ~ l .. at ·1c th~,n l onger 
papcr c on goner l oubjccts . It io ho ed tl at omal worki ng groups 
v1ill grow out of t oso f rm 1 saosions , t o ct.u·'y ~;:.,cd .,.,ic • p-robleiiS 
in g ·ea tor detcil . Ou. aim is to ullow t ho poo ...; t cc1 .o to a 
cloa c:ofini tio of t he r ole of poetry in our 'ir::0 0 .., s tudying ' 
and comparing tl e ne r media now y.r: vnlent. .nothc:r probl em 
is thot of the relo.tions which poetry can have cit, ·c ~~e other 
media . 

Soma of thG topics whic could h ... discussed u ·c is moeting 
are: 

(1) A co□pru:-i son of t h~ r.0nning of poetry end of the role 
of t' e poet in t he • 1 du,, trialized societi s end in the 
societies in d0volo ment. 

. .. / 
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(2) Io there such a t hing as ~ univoi~sal l anguage in poe t.--y ? 
1Vhat is the rolo of :rogionnl and notional origins ? 
Can poe"tl"'Y :rennin universal in tra slotion ? 

(3) The world of poetry and the world of fiction . 

(4) Can TV and t he movies b:a a msnns to poetic expression 
Ol' are they m:rely mc-ns of corn.:11tmi ntions ? 
~1 0 spef.lk of "poetic l ongungen it1 TI rdio, TV or movies , 
What iz t he relation of this l anguoge to poetry 7 

(5) Vihat is t he role of the modern critic townrds poetry ? 
Does t his :role help or hindir poetic crcati'on ? 

No attempt to se t a plan of the mo0ting ha~ been made here, 
but a few topics hnve been !.uggcs ted which,. I hope, \',rill le.::id 
you to make your cwn suggestions . 

We hovo boon asked by the Congre"s t a organize this meeting 
and woul d bs vory happy if you accepted to t ake part . Would the 
data of September 19th to 26th. in Berlin, be suitoble? Your 
travel and local expensos wi ll be borne by the sponsors. 

We are looking ~orward to an ecrly reply and remain0 

• 
1 

l 
J . ·, ,, 

~ 

! 

i 
I 

I 

~ 

' .l 

·- ~ -- .t.-- .... 
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COUNCIL VOLUNTARY soeIAL SERVICES 

President: 

2S EAST QUEEN STREET, 
KINGSTON, JAMAICA, W.I. 
~ 

Executive Secretary: 
Mrs. H. R. Ballysingh, M.B.E. 

Lady Blackburne 

Chairman: 
Training Officer: 

Miss Elsie M . Sayle. 
D. S. A. FitzRitson, Esq., O.B.E., J.P. 

Vice Chairman: 
Dr. H. D. Huggins, M.Sc., M.A., PhD. 

Telephone 4248 
Hon. Treasurer: 

Odel Fleming, Esq. 

Dear Mr. Abra hams, 

You have very kindly agreed to be an adviser 
to the Confere.nce on Socia l Development, and for this we are 
very grateful. 

Our Ple.nning Committee thinks the.t it would be 
pleasant and useful if you met informally with the leaders and 
those of the participants who will have come tn by S~nday 
afternoon the 16th July. Could you come at 7.30 p.m. for a 
drink and an informal hour? \J e believe it rJOuld be helpful if 
all sections of t he Conference could m~et in advance of the 
actual week of uork whic h is to follov, . 

We s hould be very pleased to have you join us. 

Yours s incerely, 

(:Mrs. ·1:...: ·,_ ") 
.:.. .~ • J.. ·,._ • Ballysingh) 
.S ecret a ry, 

Standing Committee on ,Social .S ervices 

/ 
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Secretary, 
t dvi sory Council , 

Ministry of Housing !l'.ld 
Social ·,elf re , 
90 , H~nover Street , 
KI NGS! N. 

De Sir , · 

7th February , 1961. 

Ref: No . Vll1/Sl6III 

\ .. i th reference to the bove 
Mr . Peter Abr r-ms will be un £1ble 
t o t t end t he meeting of the Arts 
Advisory Council scheduled for the 
17t h Febru8ry, 1961, due to a 
previous eng gement . 

Sincerely yours ,. 

/us. Secret / Account n t . 
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No Vlll/S16
111 

------

MINISTRY OF HOUSING AJ.1D SOCI.fll, WELFARE, 

HANOVER HOUSE, 

KINGSTON, 

JAMAICA W.I. 

6th February 19 61 -----------

Dear 

The next meeting of the Arts Advisory Council 
will be held at 3:30 P.M. on Friday the 17th of February, 
1961, at the Ministry of Housing & Social Welfare, 90 
Hanover Street and it is hoped that you will make evt:},ry 
offort to attend. 

Yours sincerely, 

1r. Pet er Abrahams 
e • • • 0 ••••• • • e • e e • e · ' · •• o t e 

c/o West I ndian Economist , ......................... 
164-166 Har bour Street, 
•••••••••••o••••••••••••• 
Kingston. 

~ 
(. o. G.Harrison) 
SOcrotary. 
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My Dear {) .vG.>-

1 

l Farringdon Cres., 
Kingst on 6. 

20th January 1961. 

For some year s past , it has been one of my 

dreams to see in Jamaica a Cultural Re sort Village , where artists , 

mus icians, and other per s ons of creative t al ent, whether profess ion­

al or amat eur, can mee t toge ther in a s timulating a tmo sphere amid 

i nformal surround i ngs . 

Provi ded the nece s sary capital can be r a i sed , 

and a sui table scheme and progr amme fo rmulated , ther e i s every 

r eason to beli eve tha t the Government of Jama ica will rrzahe 

ava ilable a mos t at tract ive and des ireable s i te for such a 

project , within a short d i s t ance of Kingston . 

Along wi t h one or two fri ends of mine , I 
have been worhing on this idea , and our pla;nning and t hinh ing has 

r eached a stage wher e t her e i s something concre t e to be put 

f orwar d to inter ested persons . 

Naturally we ne ed t he help and ass i stance of 

all persons of good- wi l l who ar e hnowledgeabl e and prepared to 

malrn a contr ibut i on in t erms of adv ice , t ime and mone y, to this 

venture . 

We plan to call a very inf ormal meeting for 

:J.hursday 1 2nd Fe bruary a t the Mini stry of Development, 24 fu s t 

Race Cour se , at 5. 30 p.m. to d i sclo se f urther deta il s of the s cheme , 

includi ng plans that have been made , the cost of la y ing-out the s i te , 

and the exi st i ng pro spect of r a i s ing the capital. 

Wt! aro counting on you to be pr esent on that .~ ~·, 

occasion to g i ve us your help and ideas , in bring ing to JaJna ica 

s omet hing new1 and s ome thing that we ar e certa in you will agr ee 

Jama i ca needs . 

Yours truly, 

1~ I _p • ......... ~).~ .... 
KARL P.ARBOO SINGH for 

COYABA ( JAMAICA) LIMITED. 
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A F R I C A N- N A T I O N A L C O N G R E S S Y O U T H L E A G U E 
(TRANSVAAL) 

TE LEPHONE 33-0469 

P.O. BOX 9 307 
(ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO BE 

ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY) 

Dear Peter, 

26, BARKL Y ARCADE. 

38 MARKET STREET. 

JOHANNESBURG. 

.................... l7.t..h .... S•~t. .•.. ,. t9s6 .• 

rind enclosed a letter to the Congr••s of Negro Scholars ot the 

World. 

In case the original letter delays in reaching Faria do hand over 

this copy to the Secretary of the Negro Scholars Congress. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

Yours in the Struggle, 

C.P~ 
rOREIGN S!JX'RET/f,RY • 
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. AFRICAN - NATIONAL CONGRESS YOUTH LEAGUE 

TELE PH ONE 33-0469 

P.O. BOX 9207 
(ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO BE 

ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY) 

near Fr i 

(TRANSVAAL) 

26, BAR KL Y ARCADE, 

38 , 'MARKET STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG. 

.......... .. .. ...... 17·-tb .. ·S pt· . .. , 195·6,• 

On t> l f of t n o~pr • d Negr s of South Afr ica I 1 our 

Co g,r fH• a 00 d. UCk 

hi a C ongr ea e a ~ oni of 1. roQ 

t.o • r r, r N gr o Scl1 l a r o f , < or ld. Til1 

Con rr e 

t,h y t, .no. $.' r (; rrJl oi pa.t,i on n f r d m or for .l 

d na . •J • 
,. .n . C V i g of hi Con r tr a a. i l . 

1 .r So Afr j ca ,r t c l r mor 

i njue -ic· , c oloni a li am, r a c ial di cr i 

14, or a ni io OU hav l i k d 't o h9.V 

g g~ i.::J y wnic .. . L l i nspi .r us t o ak gr a 

t • I.;\ ro ib ra l n. 

hi o~ o achi -v m nte 

i 1 b a 

io .. il\l' i 
\ 1 

! 
: / 

0 1 of Afr i ca 

d to r i, • 

I r 0ac:.v. 
\ I 

n ~ iv < a. . iB 

r con r u 
j 

ns 

r n our e 3ta C W· wi i r ot 1 y .ti pr ~ 1 • , • a. at 

t Con 1 r w l.Oh w •• l a d sugg "& u l 1 A.m r i ca. i n 

or r Q t.c .nga , n our aliia C an d br 1n i nto ' .tl s r uggl· our ·o la.-

t., b • lJ. .r :i. t, a Co .... i . n '• 
I 

I 

T il·· ., . 0 Af r ca ri l , a e: i ta C of t:n ti gr o, s Of 
I 

A i _rica h. l C.t 'f ,'i i da n W l n C 0 ia l rr i (},. I i • t d mt -

na i o• J.1. J. • h H gti f 

I · r y 1 ' ,l! y u -h 0 South Afr 1c ' l 'k 
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~s i ng y t o ... .da tha t gr at fr _, dom of t hG N'-:gro a t o think a.nrd do 

,.·t i ngs f or • ha ae v s . W a a sure yo u t h t w • wi 1 work uncea singly for 

that COJ'j mon Ob j t') Cti V ., 

I nav · u iv ... ur to ba:- , 

Yours fo~ arr worl d , -C.P. Pi t r e n. 
FORH:I GN SOCR!!:TARY 

P. s . Pl aa _ s nd t ... . d ci a i ona of he Congrass a nd a l l ot h r rn t rial 

You m t pl (!Be infor m m~ fr om tim to t i m of what i s ' p . ni ng. 

\ 
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