Jemaica,
West Indies
April 9, 1964

Lesr Edousrd Nesunick,

I »m sorry esbout the long delsy in
eNns wnring your originﬁl letter of Jdaonuery
28 snd ~he follow-up of Pebruery 2i. As
you ecesn see from my sddress your letter
had to trevel o long wey, bty wry of several
redireciions,

I versonelly think theit.ihe very
greet distence involved would take ny
coming %o the proposed Bewlin meeting an

unrensohably cust¢y ventixe for the sponsors;

elso, I hrve not writtet /eny versa or
peetry for over twemtn yeers end so it will
be o little far-fotehed to cell myself e
poet: 1 considen mysulf & novelist and
taerefore not quelified to speek £3 8 poet,

I em of\eourse rnost interested in whet
you ere doding ~nd I wish the Berlin meeting
ell “he ‘sucecess possible.

-Youras sincerely

u ’-N LL-\J "
Peter Abrshems

.. Edousrd liaunick,
Congress for Cultursl Freedon,
PARI &



/" Concres pour 14 LiBerTE DE 14 CULTURE

CONGRESS FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM

104, BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN PARIS (8¢) TELEPHONE : EUROPE 37-59 CABLE : CULTURCONGRES-PARIS

Paris, 24th February 1964

Mgo Peter Abrahams

c¢/o Mre. Dennis G. Duerden
The Transcription Centre
38 Dover Street

London Welse

England

Dear Peter Abrahams,

B We sent you a letter of invitation to the
Berlin meeting in September next. If ever you failed to
receive the said invitation, please find enclosed a copy
of ite

We will appreciate to know as soon as
possible whether you will be able to come. Your acceptation
together with the answers we have already received from
the part of other African poets will add to the prestige of
the meetinge

Sincerely yours,

Edouard MAUNICK.

/2f



..~ CoNGrEs PoUR 1A LiBERTE DE 14 CULTURE
CONGRESS FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM

104, BOULEVARD HAUSSMANN PARIS (8¢) TELEPHONE : EUROPE 37-59 CABLE : CULTURCONGRES-PARIS

Paris, 28th January 1964

PRESIDENTS D’HONNEUR :

Theodor HEUSS

Karl JASPERS

Salvador de MADARIAGA
Jacques MARITAIN
Jayaprakash NARAYAN
Reinhold NIEBUHR
Léopold Sedar SENGHOR

PRESIDENT DU COMITE EXECUTIF :
Denis de ROUGEMONT

SECRETAIRE GENERAL :
Nicolas NABOKOY MA P &Q\ q é !

As part of the Berlin Festival which is being sponsored
by the Senate of the City of Beslimn,»the Congress for Cultural
Freedom is planning a seminargunder the provisional title of
"Poetry in a changing world", .to e held in collaboration with
the literary magazine Akzente and Der Monat.

The purpose of this,seminar is to bring together poets
from Africa, America and Europe with their contempoeraries
creative in the field ‘of /fiction, the thematre, radio, tele-
vision and the cinema. A few eminent literary critics will
also be invited.

It ishyplanned to make the meetings as informal as possible,
so as to encourage personal contacts between the participants,

The formal sessions will be based on the free discussion
of specifiersubjects, and contributions by individual partici-
pants will take the form of concise statements, rather than
longer papers on general subjects., It is hoped that small
working groups will grow out of these formal sessions, to study
specific problems in greater detail. Our aim is to allow the
poets to come to a clear definition of the role of poetry in
our: time, by studying and comparing the newer media now preva=
lent. Another problem is that of the relations which poetry
can have with these other media.

Some of the topis which could be discussed at this meeting
are
(1) A comparison of the meaning of poetry and of the
role of the poet in the industrialized societies
and in the societies in development,

(2) Is there such a thing as a universal language
in poetry 7
What is the role of regional and national origins 9
Can poetry remain universal in translation



v

( 3) The world of poetry and the world of fiction.

(4) Can TV and the movies be a means to poetic expression
or are they merely means of communication ?
We speak of "poetic language" in Radio, TV or movies:

What

(5) What
Does

No attempt
but a few topics
you to make your

is the relation of this language to poetry ?

is the role of the modern critic towards poetry 7
this role help or hinder poetic creation ?

to set a plan of the meeting has been mgde here,
have been suggested which, I hope, will lead
own suggestions,.

We have been asked by the Congress to organize this meeting
and would be very happy if you accepted to take part. Would the
date of September 19 to 26, in Berlin, be suitable ? Your travel
and local expenses will be borne by the /sponsors,

We are looking forward to an early reply and remain,

A

Edouard MAUNICK

Mr. Peter Abrahams

¢/o M. Dennis G. Duerden
The Transcription Centre
38 Dover Street

London Wele

Sincerely yours,

/0w, et

Pierre EMMANUEL



As part of the Borlin Festival which is being sponsored
by the Senate of the City of Berlin, the Congress for Cultural’
Freedom is planning a seminar under the provisional title of
WPoetry in a chunging world®, to be held in collaboration with
the literary magezine Akzante and Dex lonat.

The purpose of this seminar is to bring together poets
from Africa, America and Europe with their contemporaries
creative in the ficld of fictiOQ, the theatre, radio, television
and the cinemaes A fow eminent literary critics will also be
invitede

It Isplanned to make the meetings as i.”ornul as possible,
80 as to encourage personal contacts between the participantse

The formal sessions will be based on the free di :
of specific subjects, and contributions by individual participants
will take He form of concise s*at-u:w.up rather than longe
papers on general subjectse. It is hoped that small working groupa
will grow out of these fcrma sessions, to study specific problems
in greater details Qur aim is to allow the poets Lo come toa
clear definition of the role of poetry in our time, by studying
and comparing the newer media now prevalent. Another problem
is that of the rela tions which poetry can have with these other
mediae '

Some of the topics which could be discussed at this meeting
are ¢

(1) A comparison of the meaning of poetry and of the role
of the poet in the ﬂnduotrialized societies and in the
societies in deovelopmente

ooo/



2.

(2) 1Is there such a thing as & universal lenguage in poetry ?
What is the role of regional and national origins ?
Can poetry remain universal in translation ?

(3) The world of poetry and the world of fiction.

(4) Can TV and the movies be a means to poetic expression
r are they merely means of communications ?
We speak of poetle languagz® in Radio, TV or movies @
What is the relation of this language to poetxy ?

(5) vhat is the role of the modern critic towards poetry ?
Does this role help or hinder poetle creation ?

No attempt to set a plan of the mceting has boen made here,
but a few topics have been suggested whichy I hope, will lead
you to make your ovwn suggestiongs

We have been asked by the Congress o organize this meeting
and would be very happy if you accepted to take part. Would the
date of Septembor 19th to 206th, in Berlin, be suitable ? Your
travel and local expenses will be borne by the sponsors.

We are looking forward to an early reply and remain,
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. COUNCIL OF VOLUNTARY SOCIAL SERVICES

3 25 EAST QUEEN STREET,
. KINGSTON, JAMAICA, W.I
President: Exe'c\::;‘v el-l.se;;:.rel‘a’aal;lyu;singh, M.B.E,
Lady Blackburne Training Officer:
Chairman:

Miss Elsie M. Sayle.
D. S. A. FitzRitson, Esq., O.B.E., J.P.

Vice Chairman:
Dr. H. D. Huggins, M.Sc., M.A., PhD.

Hon, Treasurer:
Odel Fleming, Esq.

Telephone 4248

11th July, 1961.

Dear Mr, Abrahams,

You have very kindly agreed to be an adviser
to the Conference on Social Development, and for this we are
very grateful,

Our Plenning Committee thinks that it would be
pleasant and useful if you met informelly with the leaders and
those of the participants who will have come in by Sunday
afternoon the 16th July. Could you come at 7.30 p.m, for a
drink and an informal hour? /e believe it would be helpful if
all sections of the Conference could meet in advence of the
actual week of work which is to follow,

e should be very pleeczed to have you join us;

Yours sincerely,

t7744L4ﬁ;p\ (:Kﬁztiégr——’—jﬂz

(Mrs, H.R. Ballysingh)
becretary,
Stending Committee on Social Services



7th February,l961.

Secretary,

Art Advisory Council,
Ministry of Housing =and
Social ¥Welfere,

90, Henover Street,
KINGSTON,

Deax' 511‘,

Ref: No, !;;;£316III

With reference to the above
Mr, Peter Abrahems will be unsble
to attend the meeting of the Arts
Advisory Council scheduled for the
17th February, 1961, due to a
previous engsgement,

Sincerely yours,

/us., Secretary/ Accountont,



MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND SOCIAL WELFARE,

HANOVER HOUSE,
KINGSTON,

1T JAMAICA W.I.
yo V111/516"

6th February 19 61

Dear Igjﬂif”- 52(/{;;¢i/1645”&4/

The next meeting of the Arts Advisory Council
will be held at 3:30 P.M. on Friday the 17th of February,
1961, at the Ministry of Housing & Social Welfare, 90
Hanovor Street and it is hoped that you will make every
effort to attend,

Yours sincercly,

. /. * ‘a\\~
(,0.G.Harrison)
Scere t arye
Mr., Feter, Abrahams,,, .
c/o West Indian Economist,
16/-166 Harbour Street,
Kingsten,
»
&
» T
- e
- L ] . . *



1 Ffarringdon Cres.,
Kingston 6,

20th January 1961.

My Dear @)C.)\.

For some years past, it has been one of my
dreams to see in Jamaica a Cultural Resort Village, where artists,
musicians, and other persons of creative talent, whether projfession-
al or amateur, can meet together in a stimulating atmosphere amid

informal surroundings.

Provided the necessary capital can be raised,
and a suitable scheme and programme formulated, there is every
reason to belicve that the Government of Jamaica will make
available a most attractive and desireable site jor such a
progject, wzthzn a short distance of Kingston.

Along with one or two friends of mine, I
have been working on this idea, and our planning and thinking has
reached a stage where there is something concrete to be put
Jorward to interested persons,

Naturally we need the help and assistance oOf
all persons of good=will who are knowledgeable and prepared to
make a contribution in terms of advice, time and money, to this
venture,

We plan to call a very informal mzeting jfor
Thursday, <nd February at the Ministry of Development, <4 Fast
Race Course, at 5.30 p.m. to disclose jfurther details of the scheme,
including plans that have been made, the cost of laying—out the site,
and the existing prospect of raising the capital,

g are counting on you to be present on that »o.
occasion to give us your help and ideas, in bringing to Jamaica
something new, and something thot we are certain you will agree

Jamaica needS,

Yours truly,

KARL PARBOO SINGH
COYABA (JAMAICA) LIMITED.



»AFRICAN-NATIONAL CONGRESS YOUTH LEAGUE

(TRANSVAAL)

TELEPHONE 33-0469 26, BARKLY ARCADE,

P.O. BOX 9307 38 MARKET STREET,

(ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO BE JOHANNESBURG.

il e e300 BOD Y. 519566
Dear Peter,

Find enclosed a letter to the Congress of Negro Scholars of the
World,

In case the original letter delays in reaching Paris do hand over
this copy to the Secretary of the Negro Scholars Congress,

Thanking you in anticipation,

Yours in the Struggle,

3 2
C, P, é%oterscl,

FOREIGN SECRETARY,



_,AFRICAN-NATIONAL CONGRESS YOUTH LEAGUE

(TRANSVAAL)
TELEPHONE 33-0469 26, BARKLY ARCADE,
38 MARKET STREET,
P.O. BOX 307 \
8 JOHANNESBURG.
(ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO BE
...... 195
ADDRESSED TO'THE SECRETARY) . . o o e 1?th3cpt. % .a.

Dear Friend,

On behalf of thne 0pprase: Negrose of South Africa I wish your
Congreese good luck and success,

I visualise thie Congresa as one Of the moet historic achievements
%0 emerge from the Negro Scholare of the World, Thie will be A
Congrass by which Lhe Negroid group will bs matviem judpod, whathar
they etand for emencipation and freedom or for oppreasion and woite
domination, k A

Tos convening of thie Congress has made the people éf‘Lfrica
‘in genersl aad Soutn Africe in psrticular more determined to rasist
injustics, colonialiam, racial discrimination and white supremacy,

My organisation would have liked %0 have rapresontéiiﬁas at thie
gigantic assembly woich will inspire us %0 make greater contributione
%0 the cauns of Negro liberavion,

We hope witn your asegistance we will be directly represanted at
the next Congrsss which we féel and suggeet ehould be held in Amarica in
order to¢ sirengbilen our alijance and bring into the struggle cur isola=
ted brothere in that Continent,

Tas »eople of Africa ne=d the assistance of tie &egro,?'s of
America and ulvinately a day will dawn when cclomniaiiamr and white domie

nation will be things of the vasi,

I urgs you in the nawe of the youth of South Africa o work



g‘ ¢ 48ingly tow ;,da that great freedom of the Negroes to think aid do
j'»tfxings for themsalves, We assure you that wé will work unceasingly for
- that common objactive,

I have tae Loaour Lo be,

Yours for a Free World,

C.P.' ﬁiatareon.
FORBIGE SECRETARY _‘

P.8, Pleaas send the decisions of the Congress and all other material

*

You must please inform me from time to time of what is hapr ening, @
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