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The " Morant Bay Rebellioa or 1865 " is one ot the tew local ~ 

historical events or which most Jamaicans know sanething, even if it 

is limited to the bare tact that there was smne sort or a rebellion and 

massacre in Morant Bay, a port town on tht south east coast. 

In England the affair is remembered because ot the tremendous public 

interes,#which was at the time aroused when national figures such as John 
~ e..--r~ Be..-i~ J)...:o~ ~ 

Stuart Mill, Lord Tennyson, Thomas Oar..l.i!ft'l,e, --{Charles Kingsley 

entered into the pros and cohs ot the case. They, and the lawyers and 

judges , were concerned with the constitutional legali t7 ot the 

behaviour ot llr. John Mward Ryre, at the time Governor ot Jamaica J 

and with the implication■ ot the cawe tor future colonial administrators 

and administration. Ryre was, in tact, brought to trial: there was no 

conviction but the Morant Bay episode closed hia career in the colonial 

service. 
-Thia paper is not concerned with the contitutional aspects ot the even 

nor with the reactions at Kngliabmen to it. The purpose is simply to tell 

the story ot What happened at Morant Bay in 1866 and to tit that wtory 

into the wider Jamaican framework ot the time. Also, it is an attempt 

to give a proper detini tion to the event • Was it really a '' Negro 

Rebellion'' as contemporary observers and certain historians have claimed~ 

or was 1 t a '' Jamaica Rebellion " as others have said '? ' Ia there any reaJ 

evidence to support either or those detinitiona, and, it bot, What ia 

the proper description ot what took place ? ' 

The early l850's were not prosperous years in Jamaica. The passing 

ot the Sugar Duties Act 1n 1846 and the subsequent reductions of the 

customs preference allowed to British colonial sugars entering the 

United Kihgdom depressed the sugar industry and that depression was 

passed on, through falling estate wage-rates and empl07ffl9nt, to the 
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eoonOUW' as a whole • But there are signs that in the seoond halt ot 

the decade conditions had begun to improve. Various mining enterprises 

had been busy in the island during 1854 - 1815'1, though only small 

quantities ot minerals (ohietly oopper) had been produced J and there 

was,especially atter the appointment ot a Main Roads Ccmmlssion. in 1859, 

a certain amount ot work available on highway maintenance. During 18615 

to 1860 augar prioea were better than they had been tor aeTeral yeara 

prniously, and eatate abandonment was no lonpr taking place on the 

scale ot prnious yeara. 

In November, 1858, OOTernor D,r ling (B.vre•a predeoeeaor), opening 

the LegialatiTe Session, remarked: 

'' The spirit ot public enterprise la not, 
I haTe been rejoiced to tind, altogether 
dormant among us. '' ~ 

He went on to speak ot proposals tor a Slip- Dock in Kingston Harbour, 

ot new project tor railway expansion, and ot the naed tor 'tramways in 

agricultural diatrlcts.' But the moat interesting part ot his apeech 

concerned the tinano1ng ot theae Tarious worka. H• understood the 

prevailing hesitancy ot capitalists to embark on new, and especially 

such long term, enterpriees, and had heard that there would be requests 

tor government guarantees and assistance: 

'' Should they assume a substantial f'orm, 
and reach me, supported bybTour approvalJ 
which I am contident will not be granted 
without the f'ulleat inquil"T and deliberation, 
you will tind me diapoaed, and read.7 to 
act in hearty co-operation with you, belining 
as I do, that there is scarcely a limit to 
the extent to which a government nay, under 
th• requisite precaution■, wiaely and sately 
prcnote the initiation ot public worka, whose 
reproduct1Te character may be relied upon with 
reasonable certainty." 1 

The Governor, apparently, was willing to lnteoduce a policy ot deticit 

financing, or, to use the more attractive American term' pump priming', 
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by wh1oh government would deliberately overspend the amount received in 

revenues so as to boost employment, purchasing power, and thus stimulate 

the demand for goods and services. 

At about the same time two unconnected people visited Jamaica and 
2 

subsequently published their views ot conditions in the island. They 

both had criticisms to make, but tram neither account do we gain any im 

impression of general poverty or public unrest. Indeed, they are both at 

pains to describe how, despite the reduced estate ~oduction ot sugar, the 

general population could maintain itaelt by small-scale agriculture and 

other extra-estate employments. 

In order to understand the tragedy ot 1865 it is tirst. necessary to 

realise that in the period or 5 years since 1860 a rapid succession of 

economic end political catastrophes, each ot which by itself would have 

raised serious problems, had hit the island. Jamaica in 1865 was far U 
different from JaDl.lica in 1860. Behind these, moreOYer, and enhanced by 

them, was a gradual worsening ot relationships between employers and 

labourer.ls, and also between the people aa a Whole, the Island Legislature 

and the Oovemor. 

In November, 1860, a great religious revival began, quite suddenly, 

among Moravian churches in Manchester, ah4 aoon spread throughout the 

island to include the members ot other secta. It became known, aubaequent-
3 

ly, as the Baptist Revival. It ia ditfioult to explain the origin ot the 

movement. Manchester contained no sugar estates. It was a relatively imr 

prosperous parish ot small-settlers. It is unlikely that the religious 

feeling arose as a reaction ,o 11117 peoulla~ econanic diatresa. In part, 

it may be ascribed to a dea1ie to break away trom the rather hum-drum 

routine o~ daily labour. S.Oial amenities and recreational tacilitiea 

were limited. The local Chapel was usually the social centre. An intense 
# 

. . ~tto tional appeal by the local preacher might well sway a congreM;tion 
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and the responae,as well as the appeal, mi~t prove 1ntectioua. 

There is less need to tumble tor explanation ot the spread or the 

. Revival to other sects and other parts ot the island.,_ The Baptists tor 

example had good reason to encoura• it. In the early post-emancipation 

period they had been given atroq voluntary t tnanolal support by their 

members, and, as a result, had arranged that t1nancial aid trom the parent 

Bociety in England should be withdrawn. Then,as treehold settlement took 

the people away tram established centres at intluence, as the people be -

came poorer, and as the old ministers and the old ex-slaves died out and 

were replaced by others who were not bound by such close memories and 

associations, the Baptista had lost both numerical and financial support. 

There had been a amall recOTery in the later 1850' a, which possibly 

reflected the slightly improved conditions of those yeara, but membership 

and tunda were still below the •ood Aqa of the early 'fort1ei A 
c:. e.i ta. u•,L:t 

. reorui ting campaign a t l ks r had its attractions. 

As the first revivalists took to the road they were ,oined by others 

along the way, and the emotional appeal gained strength. Prom the point 

of view or the planters, and their supporters, who wanted an abundance 

or cheap labour, the cross-country processions were proot # that the 

• workers were content to tiddle while Rome burned • Prom the point ot ..­

view of the Anglican Clergy, who had never been closely allied with the 

people, it was an" awt"ul profanation ot religion" which led the people 
6-

to forsake work and thus to starve and later, perhaps; to steal. The . 
more 1 respectable' citizens were prone to condemn it on the ground that 

the revivalists •ere behaving inlllorally as they went -, 

'' ••. in thousands trom one District to the o1her, sleeping 

"' in Chapels and Houses promiscuously tor lDB.n7 months ••• " .., . 
The movement, it was said, encouraged "sensuality and reckless vagaries." 
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But the sponsoring missionaries and preachers reacted quite differently: 

'' I have engaged Darlieton house, in which 
thctre is a good roan tor the meeting and 
we shall, all well, remove up there in 
a tew days. I an¢ just returned and have 
only time to save the mail to add a mere 
line or two• On Lord's da.7, in the evening, 
many were brought to the Lord, falling down 
while I was speaking. At the end thirteen 
were tound prostrated in ditterent stages ot 
their new birth. Betore they lett about 
eleven p.m. , they were t"\111 ot joy, with 
one or two exceptions. '' 

And again, by the same writer, 

'' One ot the Kingston newspapers complains 
that' the people cannot be induced to come 
to work, even it you otter them one pound 
per day.• The tact is, the people have a 
more important business to attend to tor the JH!ii1r 
present! " g 

The Revival ended in 1861 and ita economic ettects might have been 

so shorti lived as to be negligible, but in the same year the American 

Civil War began. The Revivalists had neglected not only the estates but 

their provision-grounds as well, and thus, at a time when the prices ot 

imported toodatutts were increasing, local produce was scarce in the mar­

kets. There was probably, theretore, subsequent to the dying down ot 

religious fervour, a return to labour on proviaiona-grounda rather than 

on the estates. Tile planters would have continued their tirades against 

the unwillingness of the creoles tp labo&r. 

Karly in 1862 there was an incident involving the seizure ot two 

Americana trom the Southern States who were on board one ot the Royal 

Mail Steamers. Both Darling and the Colonial Of'tioe teared that the 

ooourrenoe miab t lead to an O'Jtbreak ot war with Britain and the threat 

ot invasion ot Jamaica. The islandj was theretore to be prepared to meet 

/ attack.1 Plana were inrnediately entered into to strengthen the :toroe ot 

Island Volunteers. Membership ot this body was open to •11 who had an 
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10 
annual income of ;AO a year or more. Thus at a time when agricultural 

employer - employee relations were somewhat strained the polic7 was adopted 

tor a very good reason, to put weapoaa into the hands ot the comparatiTely 

well-to-do. 

In the meantime, the sugar industry had suf'tered from another price 

fall in Britain. American 0iTil War attected the Horth American market 

and supplies of Cuban and o1ber foreign suglrs were diverted to the United 
I\ 

Kingdom. Prices, eioluding duty, tell tram 26/10 per cwt. in 1860 to 

23/5 in 1861, with further decreases in the next two years. The price 

fall was followed, as usual ,by attempts of the planters to lower was,s, 

by reducing the rate per day or task, or by increasing the amount ot work 

to be. done tor a given sum of money. The powr of the peasant or labourer 

to earn was reduced, and, at the same time, there was a renewed inflow 

of indentured labour which reduced the number ot estate jobs ottered to 

local people. It 1s important to remark that the arrangements tor these 

iJ'IITligranta had been entered into before the outbreak ot the Amortoan Civil 

War and the tall of sugar prices. Their arrival was another aooidental 

addition to the oauaea ot ill-feeling. 
ula.. .. ~ 

By the spring of 1862 it must have been abundantly clear that the Li/fHIIJIJ 

was in a period or economic crisis which demanded action, or, at the very 

least, acknowledgement by the Legislature. At that time Governor Darling 

went to Englam on leave, tran whloh he did not return, and the administ­

ration was taken over by Edward Eyre. Darling does not appear to have been 

a particularly abl~ Governor. Perhaps his gre&test asset was his tam111ar11 
I 'l. 

with the Island and its people and their ideas, opinions, and prejudioeaf 
Not 

It he couldt cure oorns he was at loast able to recognise them and aToid 

stepping on them. More unfortunately he seems also to have been able to 

create them, though he would have disclaimed this doubtful qualification. 
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7. 
The change ot governors at a time ot political and eoonomio 

crisis was made worse by thebt'&.ot that for the tirat two years &,vre held 

appointment only as Acting-lJ.~enant-Governor in expectatieb ot Darling's 

return, or the detinite appointment ot a successor to him• In short, 

as Eyre otten pointed out in his despatches, the exeoutiTe was in an 

embarrassing position• In mat•ers ot dispute he was unwilling to take up 

a position unacceptable to Darling , even tbough he did not support the 

absent Governor's point ot Tiew. Yet, the taot that Byre continued to 

accept this situatlcm tor two ye._ra, during 9hioh he sank into irrecon -
n,\& ~ ~ 1-t. f),,n~'-1 'ftt.. .. ,~ ~ .. ) 1'3 

oilable disagreement with ..,,.. , .. ....,( , suggests th& , despite its 

inconveniences, conventional deterrence to the absent Governor hEd. its 
&A. 

advantages tor an incompetent Li" enant • 

To begin with, Eyre waa not considered by the Colonial ottice to be 
14 

competent tor the Governorship ot Jamaica. Second.IT, he was a' correct' 

and abstemioua eon ot a Victorian clergyman, and he disliked those 

whose social behaviour exceeded the limits ot his own narrow code. He 

was the sort ot man least likeq to seek or to tind trienda in a colony 

where alcoholic drinks were habitually oonaume4 in large quantities, and 

where one ot the crying needs was tor a 'bastardy law' to ensUft the 

financial support by tathera ot their illegitimate ottapring. Moreover, 

and this probably from his own awareneaa ot hie unpopularity and the need 

to prove himself in .the eyes ot the Oolonial ottioe, he resented all 

criticism and would go to groat lengths to prOTe that his critics were 
IS' 

either liars or nobodies. ; 1P 

This would have been dangerGDa policy tor a colonial governor 

anywhere at any time, and it was made more so by the attitude of the 

Colonial Ot'rioe which, although it might issue a private rebuke to the 

Governor, never really challenged him. 
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a. 
Professor Burn , in hia book ''imanc1pat1on -and -Apprent1cesh1p in the 

llo 
British Weat Indies", deaoribea the otticiall attitudes ot Jamee 

Stephen and Henry Taylor, the two permanent ottioiala in the Colonial 

otfice who were mainly concerned with. Weat Indian attairs. In illustrat­

ion he takes the· oaae ot FAmond Iqon, a Stipendiary Magistrate, who 

in 1836 deaor1bed the planters ot st. Thomas in the Vale as "not good" 

and as requiring to be watched toy{Prevent oppreea1on or their apprmtices, 

Iqon's report was published among other Jamaica papers, and When seen 

by the planters oonoernecl, was denounced by them aa "talse and 

scandaloua". They demanded an inveatiation. Jamee Stephen thought 

that this demand ought to be met , and that it the planters oould na ke 

out a case, Iqon should be called upon to detenA his position. Henry 

Taylor, who was at the time Stephen's right hand man, eaw the matter 

ditterently: 

"Ith1nk it would be a heavy blow and a great 
discouragement to the special magiatraoy it 
we tirat called upon~- tor general report■ 
and opinions, then pul)liahed them, and at 
laat when the parties against whom they bore 
declared them ralae and slanderou■ called upon 
the magistrates to prove their opinions by 
adducing evidence and to stand the iaaue ot a 
tull investigation or th• grounds on aioh 
they were tormed" • 

By the time ot Byre's gOTernorahip James Stephen had long been s.aoeeded 

by~H•nry Taylor as the ohiet advi■er on We■t Indian attairs. Thua at 

the very time when there waa a OoTernor who did not heaitate to with -
n 

hol6 or to misrepre■ent nidenoe in order to prOTe himaelt right ,there 

waa at the Colonial Of1'ice an orticial who waa pr•pared to stand behind 

the Governor and relieve him ot the need...., to detend himselt against 

oriticiam • 

UWI L
IBRARIES



Almost trom his moment ot landing in the Island Eyre becama 

involved in political trouble■• Incident succeeded incident, and in 

• 1864 , ccmnenting on a recent f'raoaa in the Aaaembly , '' 't!9 Morning 

Journal'' o't 15th January remarked : 

tt Whether it comea about now or herea'tter, it 
•••ma inevitable that hie Kxcelleno7 will tall 
into ditticult1ea 'trcm which, perhaps, it will 
not be poaaible to extricaw him without aer1oua 
embarraaament both to himaelt' and the col<m7. 
Hie B&celleno7 la not reaponalbl• ao much aa the 
Oolon1al Secretary, who haa been remarkably 
indifferent about Jamaica affaira." lS 

Already it ••• clear that aer108.■ trouble lq ahead , ar1aing out 

o't political dlaagreementa alone and without even conaidering the 

economic problems which •re, in the aame 7ear, to be at111 turther 

increaaed. 

In May and June , 18M , the annual apring rain■ were heavier than 

usual. Thq reaulted in :rlooda which damaged crop■, roads, and 

bridges. I.eter in the year the Governor reported that school attendance 

had fallen ott considerably during paat months 

''. • • trom the ,overt7 and diatr••• Which 
existed amongat the labourer■, owing to 
the :tailur• o't the prOYision oropa • " ICJ 

;2..o 
The tlooda were succeeded by drought. PrOYiaion price■ rose in a 

almost every pariah of the island. 
s~ c...1 41. I~ G . M. S. ~ ~ ~ 

In January, 1865, E.B. Underh111Lwrote to Mr Cardwell, the 

Secretary o't Stale tor the Oolonie■• Be referred to lett_.■ he had 

received trom Jamaica and aet about to deadibe condition■ in the ialam. 

The drought, he ■aid, bad aggravated prnlou■ diatreasea. The 

people WC'e atarnng becauae th.,- were too heavily taxed and because 

there was not autticlent empl07JD9nt for them. He accused the Legi■llture 

of unjust taxation ot the colour.S. population J of retuaing just 

, tribunals J and of denying political righta. He reoomnended a aearchins 
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10. 

enquiry into iall ~ _Joli tioal and eoonomio attaira J the tormation ot 

marketing aasooiationa and the inati tution, o't other encouragement a to 

small-settlera' oultivation o't all minor oropa , but not ot augar which 

could beat be done on the eatatea • 1P1nalq , he remarked that 

''With juat lawa and ligh,'taxation , capltaliata 
would be enoo&rapd to aettle in Jama~ a , and 
~loy thmuelve■ in the production ot the more 
important staple■, auoh aa augar, oot'tee, and 
cotton. Thu■ the people woul.4 be naployed ,and 1 the present atarTatlon rate ot wagea be imprOTed." .2.. 

The Seoretary~o't State 'forwarded Underhill'• letter to GOYernor Byre, 

and asked tor his oonmenta • Eyre , in turn aaked the Ouatodea , tf...ct. 

Anglican Clergy, the Bapti■t■ ,tnd other m1aa1onary bodle■, to give him 

their views on" the Tarioua allegation•" made by Underhill. It would 

be impossible to preaent a aumnary o't eveey argument advanced and every 

point made, but one clear taot ia thla z in view ot the evidence 
l. 2. 

contained in many o't t.11• report a l t wa■ W111 out the aba4ow ot doe.bt the 

duty o't Governor Eyre to invite a thorough o'tt1o1al enquiry into 1alan1 

at'tair■• Underhill'■ letter had been vague and, in acme reapecta, 
6"'ioti rl· 

ill-inf'ormecl, but there waa no reason why •Lm1n1■ter in Bngland ahould 

have been accurate in a survey ot current eoonomio condition■ in a colony 

several thousand miles away. 

Where Eyre 'tailed the Oolonial ottioe 'tailed al■o, 'tor Vie r•porta 

were d\ll¥ tonarded to the Secretary o't State 'tor the Colonies. But 

there, under the perauaaion ot the Governor'• oOYering despatch••, 

drought, price■, taxation, and all elae were 'forgotten while the 
::Z.3 

theme ot' the lazy negro' waa drummed home. Th• propaganda had its 

etteot. A Colonial ottloe minute o't June 186~ remai-Ked: 
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11. 

"I ana not sure that this distress 1a a 
bad thing. The idlenesa ot the peasantry 
·needa an exemplary punlabment • It may do 
something to open their e7ea • " 2..l\-

Por their own sakes, it must be aaaumed that the Secretary ot State 

and his adviaera hai not read the reports. Kven puplic aervanta like 
• 

Mr. Justice Xemble, and Mr. Justice Ker had written to ~r• auggeating 

a reduction ot eccleaiaatical expen41turea J a reduction ot the atatt 

attached to the Legislature J a reduction ot the number ot Judges trom 

4 to 3 Jan end to the payiq ot •oo a year to the" Regiatrar in ChanM 

o,ry " wboae job waa non,t-exia'tent J a reduction in the coat ot publiahini 

the Legislative debatea J and, tinally, retorm of the legal ayatem 

Which was" dilatory, coatl.T and unaatiatacto17 wholly unauited to a 

mercantile cammuni ty '' , and di aadvantageoua to all • 
2!:> 

D1t~ -•rbanlt, Ouatoa ot Ki~ton • had written ot unprecedented 

suttering throughout the entire 1alan4. Be blamed the drought and the 

.American War and did not agree with Underhill on the point■ ot over -

taxation and lack ot employment. But Bowerllank 11ated other sources tt 

d1sc011tent. H• mentioned the tault7 pertormance ot duty by llagiatrateaJ 

the inefficiency or the law CourtaJ the "laxity and 1mpropriet1e1" ot 

public servants; the bribery and corruption at election•; the 

miarepreaentationa in thef ooal newapapera J the lack ot ■trict enf'oroe -

ment ot law J and '' the diagraoetul bickering■ and battllnga tor office.~ 
.. . " 

Richard Billot Spanish Town reported: 

"I have never seen the Oolony a~ 10 low, 
in the wretohedn••• ot 'ditticulty ot living' 
as at present. That d1tticulty 11 both 
extraneoua, and not to be lessened by torethought1 and internal, and direotl.T produced by 
Legislative action•" 

2<.. 

Among the internal sources he mentioned the lack ot a aatiatactory Poor 

Le.w, undernourishment, and the rising prices ot essential toods and 

" 

UWI L
IBRARIES



12. 

olothing • 

Newa ot the Underhill letter and the allegationa it oontained 

leaked out, not aupriaingly a1nc• Eyre had ocmmmioated it to so many 

people without any requeat tor aeorecy. Throughout the ialand maaa 

meetings were held at Whioh the Governor and Leg1alature ••r• asked to 

take some action to alleTiate the distr•••• Samo ot th••• meeting• 

appear to have been aponaored by people Who ••r• attempting to make 

political capital out ot the aituation, but the tact remeina that 
lo If.. ~ 

conditions were taTourable to their attempta. One ot the P•titiona A 
came trom certain poor people ot St Ann , and ''The Queens Advice'' sent 

in reply to it, deaervea quotation in t"ull as a aupreme example ot 

adminiatrative failure: 

"I requeat that you will intorm the Petitioner• 
that their Petition ha• been laid betore the 
Queen, and that I haTe received Her Yajeaty'a 
comnand to in.torm them, that the prosperity ot 
the Labq'ring Claasea, aa well aa of all other, 
Olaaaea, depend•, in Jamaica, and in other 
oountri••, upon their working tor Wagea, not 
uncertainly or capr1otoualy, but ateadi~ and 
continutoualy, at the times When their labour 
is wanted, and tor so long as it ia wanted J 
and that it they would uae thia industry, and 
thereby render the Jlantationa productive, they 
would enable th• Planter■ to pay them higher w._ ea 
tor th• same hcmra or work than are reoeived by 
the beat Pield Labourer• in thia Dountry J and as 
the coat ot the' neoeaaariea ot lit• is much leas 
in lemaica than it 1 ■ here, they woul4 be enabled, 
by adding prudence to industry, to lay by an 
ample provision tor aeaaona ot drought and deart• J 
and they may be aaaured that it is from their own 
industey and prudence, in availing themaelTes 
ot th• means ot prospering that are betore them, 
and not trom any suoh achemea as have been 
auggeated to them, that they must look tor an 
improvement in their condition J and that Iler 
Kajeaty will regard with 1ntere■t and aatia~aotion .;2.,s 
their advancement through their own merits and ettorts." 

Thia supercilious message oontaina little tor ua to dwell upon. 

The contradiction implied in the ooument that the people should give 
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13. 

labour" ateadilT and continuoualy ,at the timea when their labour is 

wanted , and tor as long aa it ia wanted " hinta at the aeaa~ nature 

ot the estates' demand tor labour, but paye no attention to its 

importance. Tho assumption that labour would make the Eatatea more 

productive and thus enable Planters to pay higher wagea than were given 

to English tield worker■ waa completely baaeleaa. It simply drew rings 

around the hifll# labour coat ot sugar produ4tion and the int"luenoe ot 
I 

prioea in Britain on wage - ratea in Jamaica. 'l'he planterh aim was to 

reduce the coat ot labour. This could be done by lowering wage-ratea 

still turtJler, or by reducing tba number ot workers employed by the 

introduction ot implements and machinery. In the latter ca■•, any ~ 

alight wage-increase w'hioh might be awarded to those rcnaining in 

employment would be ottaet by an increaae ot the number ot unemployed 

work•~• , who would be unlikelT to find new joba in a period ot economic 

depression. 
..t.ct 

. . The Secretary ot State either tailed, or ret'u•ed Jto acknowledge 

the ccmplioated nature ot the labour market in Jamaica, and, ot 

course, the oamparistc>n with condition■ in Britain was invalid. 

The situation in the island was now dangeroua. It waa quite 

possible that, under tba int'luence ol demagogues, local uprisings 

might occur in thoae diatriota where hardship••• moat acute. Kven so, 

there waa still not the slightest evidence that anyone teared a 

general upheaval. The tact ot povettty does not neoeaaaril.T carry with 

it either an intention to revolt or the existence ot a revolutionary 

organisation. Hor could it be aaid that the people were ahowing any 

general inclination to resort to arma. Even in th• better day• ot the 

1850's there had been occasional and ~riot outburst■ againat some 

specific local griovance, but auoh events were not regarded as ot 
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any great significanoe by the island authorities. They had been taken 

tor what they were, isolated and limited protests against some actual 

or conceived injustice. Betore discussing the disturbance whioh began 

in Morant Bay in October, 1865, let ua briefly outline two previous 

riots which had occurred in 1859. 

ti On the 9th. and the 21st. o-r February, 1859, Governor Drling 

received letters 'from the Custoa and local otticiala in Westmoreland in­

forming him that moba armed with cutlasaea and axes had demolished the Y 

toll-gates in the Parish. In the open countryside toll-gate ■ could be, 

and o'tten were, easily outrlanlted, but evaaion was more di't'ticult on 

the outskirts ot towna, and the approaohes to Savannah-la-Mar were 

heavily taxed. Many or the ottendera eluded the authorities, but early 

in lllaroh t~ey preaenied themaelvea at the Savannah-la-Mar Oourt-houae 

. where Judge cf.as111 and Mr. Kelly, the local Stipendiary , ore trying 

those Ybo had been arrested. At tii-st it waa thought that the arrivals 

had con. to give themaelves up tor trial, but inatead, a large body 

ot people armed with cutlaaaes attacked the police - atation and, 

aooording to letters from Cargill and Kel],y , " were hardly restrained 

tran ccmnitting bloodshed • " 

On Maroh 13th. Darling embarked at Port Roy-al with a detachment or 

Blaok Troopa ot the We■t India Regiment and arriTed at 8aTannah-la-Mar 

on the tallowing day. Peace••• imnediately reatoNd, and Darling, 

atter lecturing the local magiatratea '' tor their aupineneaa '' in 

dealing with the rS:rat outbreak•, diamiaaed th• Ouatoa • l'inally, he 

eQlained to the people that the troopa were there 

That was 

tt••• in order to uphold the Legal Tr1bunala 
ot the Oountey and ensure that the courae ~ 
law ahould be 'lnlnterrupted. ••• " lo 

the end ot the Westmoreland. toll-gate rioting. 
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In August of the aame year a disturbance broke out at Palmouth, 

and here the events were Qlmost parallel with those Which were to occur 

in Morant Bay six years later. On August lat. , the day on Which Jamaic­

ans celebrate the emancipation, a man ll8!Ded Theodore Brine and about 

• aixty otblra were arreated tor rioting during a dispute over the ♦ 

possession ot land on Plorence Hall estate near Falmottth • 

When the trials ot these people began , a mob stormed the oourt -

house, attacked the Magistrate ■ and Police, and re■cued the priaonera. 

General rioting followed during '\he next tew daya. Building• were ■et 
I alight, and the town■ water ■uppl,Y waa out off. Pinally, there was an 

attack on the police-station; the riot act was read J the police, 

outnumbered and t'ired on, were ordered to return th• tire J two women 

were killed and several people wounded. The town remained in a state 

ot constant alarm with the rioters in camnand ot the situation. 

On AU,Uat 6th. ,180 men ot the West India Regiment arrived, maey ~, 
ot the riotera were arreeted, and order was restored. Again it was 

emphaaiaed that the military torce was there to aupport, and not to 

supercede, the civil authority. At the ■ub■equent trials there was a 

thorough investigation into the origin ot the shooting when the police -

station had been attacked. The courts •r• pre■id~over by the I■land 
Chief Justice, two assiatant Judge■, two Stipendiary Magiatratea, 

and a Justice of" the Peace, all of" whom were unconnected with the local 
31.. 

bench. Many ot the accused were reported to !ave been ably def"ended, 

and the reaults of" the trials support the claim. Brine and his aixty 

aaaociatea were all acquitted or offence in the Florence Hall trouble , 

and of" those arrested in the Falmouth riots some were acquitted, and 
33 

the remainder imprisoned for period• ranging t'rom 24 hours to 2 years. 

Bef"ore going on to outline eventt at Morant Bay in 1865, let ua 
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note a ~ew important tacts about these two previoua occasions. '!'hey 

originated, especially the aeoond, in matters o:t very localised 

dispute; they both inTolved mob attacks on th• polio•; they both 

necessitated the despatch o:r troops to aupport the civil authority, 

but not to over-rid• lt; and in neither case was the restoration o:r 

order long delayed, nor was there any auggeation that the trouble waa 

a prelude to general rebellion in the island, or oven in the pariah 

concerned. The towna involved were both relatively long distancea, 

by sea or land, :tram Spanish Town, Kingston, and Port Royal, the 

headquartera o:r the Island Government, the military, and the naval ,_.. 

:tproea • 

On Saturday, October 7th. , 1865, a Court ot Petty Seasiona was 

in progreaa at Morant Bay in st. Thomae in the Raat. There was a case 

ot assault in whioh the aooused was ordered to pay a tine, with coat■• 

A spectator in the court thereupon loudly int'ormed the defendant that 

he should pay only the :t'im • The Juatioe ordered the arrest o:t' the man 

who had interrupted, but he was rescued by a large number or people 

who attacked and beat the police. Aooording to th• Governor•a subsequent 
31f 

deapatoh telling o:r the outbreak, 

·•• No t'urther injury appears to have been done 
at '1\is t1m•, and th• magistrates seem to 
have thought so little ot the occurrence that 
no steps were taken to oormrunicat• with the exeouti ve • '' 

On the following Monday, October 9th., the Justices were again a■aembled 

to hear a case ot treapaas whioh involved a long-standing dispute over 

the owner - ship ot land on Middleton Estate near Morant Bay. The 

accused was tound guilty, and ordered to pay a :tine, with costs. Again 

there was an interruption trom ths ~rowd in oourt, telling the man to 

appeal against the judgement. The appeal was entered. 
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On the next day warrant■ were iaaued 'tor the ar!'eet~ o'f a man 

named Paul Bogle and several others who, with him, had been 

respona1ble tor the internptiona in the court-house and tor the attack 

on the polioe the previou■ Saturday. Six policeman and two rural con -

atablea were sent out to Stony Gut, a aettlemmt bordering lliddletob, 

where Bogle lived. On arrival there, they were surrounded and beaten 

by a large number of people , and made to take oath■ ••aring to " join 

their colour '' and tt cleave to the black ". Bogle and his aaaociatea 

also informed the policemen that on the following day they intended to 

go to Morant Bay , where a Veatry Meeting waa acheduled to 1a ke place , 

"to kill all the white men and all th• black men that would not join 

them '' • That evening , Tueaday , 10th. October , the Ouato■ , Baron 

von Ketelhodt, who did not live in the pariah, arrived at Morant Bay 

end waa told of the previou5 event■• R• imnediatel.¥ sent a letter to the 

Governor telling what had happened, and aalting 'tor troops to be ■ent. 

Mr. Eyre recoived the letter at eight o'clock on Wedneaday morning, 

and at once gave order■ tor 100 troo~ to be sent to Morant Bay. There 

waa acne del.87 in the embarkation, however, and the warahip Which 

eventually took th~m did no~ leave Port Royal until th• tollowing 

morning, Thuraday 12th. Ootober. The Governor, having •••nth• troops 

on board on the previoua atternoon ,went oft to Flampatead in the Port 

Royal Mountains where he was accustomed to spend the latter part o't 

At Morant Bay , in the IDl&ntim , the Veatry had met aa planned , 

and while they were in seaaion, Paul Bogle and a large gathering of 

armed people had approached the oourt-hoU■• aquare where the Oustos had 

assembled the local militia of about twenty men. The mob waa met by the 
p~ .1 .,.. 1-.~.c "'- lo l;s cr,,,:,(r....­

Ous toa who told them not to enter the aquar• • They •• *lilMI •• ~• .. , 

and the militia withdrew to the atepl! ot the court-houa•. The auat:ni:1 
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then began to read the riot act and at the same time people in the c•owd 

' began to throw stones. The Ouatoa ordered th• militia to open tire • 

and some ot the people tell to the ground • Th• mob then rushed the 

militia who took ref'u.ge in th• court-houae, and a .aiege began. l'inally 

the oourt-houae waa aet on tire , and, aa the inmates ran out several 

of them were killed by the attacking people. Among the dead were Baron 

von Ketelhodt, the Reverend H•~h•ll ( curate o'f Bath, a nearby town), 

and Mr. C.A.Jrioe, a black man who was a local builder. The rioter■, 

in ocmnand ot the town , set out on 1b e tollowing day , Thursday , 12th. 

to attack am plunder Ba'\h and augar estates down the line ot the 

Plantain Garden River. That day, the tirat trtope to haT• been 

despatched by Ryre reached Morant 8a.y • 

On Thura,day 12th., alao, nen reached the Governor at •1ampatead -• ot the happenings in Motant Ba7 on the day betoro • H• returned to Kingstl 

, deapatohed another 181 troops by•••, ordered a detatohment or White 

, troops to march eaatwarda along the Blue Mountain# range to approach the 

rioter■ tram the interior, and proclaimed a stat• of martial law to 

exiat OYer the whole county ot Surrey, excepting Kingston. On the Fri­

day Eyre himaelt set out by sea with 50 more troop■, arriTing at Morant 

Bay at seven o'clock in the evening. 

There is no need to enter any 'further into the detail ot military 

operations. The balance aheet of deatruct1on and retaliation by 1taelt 

tella a tale. On 11th. October, the rioter■ had killed 18 and wounded 

31 people .Subsequently, they were respone1bl• tor th• deaths ot • and 

the wounding o'f 3 others. They plundered 20 houaee end shopa, and 

burnt down five buildings including the Morant Bay court-houee. Th• 

number of people killed and wounded by the militia on October 11th. ia 

not known, but the authorities were later responsible tor the execution 
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, 
In the previous Jul7 there had been vague rumours ot expected 

outbreaks in st. Elizabeth and st. Janea on th• lat. or Auguat. Byre 

, had imnediately sent warahipa to lie off Black River and llontego Bay , 

but in his letter to the Conmodor• West India Squadron he had writtell: 

11 Without attaching too much importance to th• 
apprehenaiona which are entertained I think 
that prudence require■ that all precautionary 
meaaurea ahould be taken • " ---3~ 

But two month■ later he claimed the exiatence ot a general conapiracy. 

In October 1868, while the Morant Bay diaturbancea were still 

going on, Charle• Royea, then Custoa ot St. Ann, wrote to a member 

ot the Executive Caamitt••: 

" ••• they [ the people J do not know what to do , 
in tact they want leading and encouraging, tor 
they are aa atraid , a■ we are • " 31 

lloat concluaive ot all is the tact that in the numerous reporta trom 

Clergy, Cuatodea, Baptists and others .1n April and May 1868, there. 

is much about poverty, lack ot moral diaipline, and other diatrea■•s, 

but not a a1ngle word anywhere ot rebellious aentiment.t, 

The trouble at Morant Bq waa another parochial, or even more local 

reaction to looal grievancea, chiet among which were diapu1111 c,yer land 

t•tlea. These dispute, involved not only the Sto!l1' Out people who 

claimed land on Middleton Eatate, but alao olaimanta to part■ ot 

Bordley, .Alllity Hall, and other st. Thcmaa propwtiea. But it was a 

more aerioua occasion than any which had previoualy occurred, and it 

brought rar wider and sadder oonaequencea. Th• reaaona tor thia are not 

hard to tind, In 1865 both political and economic condition■ were tar 

worse than they had been in the 1860'• • thua inoreaaed poaaibility ot 

disturbance waa coupled with decreased ability ot the central authority 

to take preven.,..ive action. Secondly, lovernor Darling, in 1859, 

had displayed superior ability in hia method ot &ealing with civil 
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distUl'banoea • He had never allowed the m111 taey to take ocmnand over 

the civil authority. Thirdly the pariah ott1ciala in st. Thonaa in 

the East had delayed in notifying the Governor ot the tirst sign ot 

trouble on October 7th. Had the tirat attack on the police been notified, 

troopa could have been in Morant Bai betore the arrivai ot Bogle and 

hia tollowers on the 11th. But even when the Governor had been int'ormed 

or the second disturbance on the 9th. , he had not, apparently, been 

much alarmed • Here again , doubt ia thrown on the existence ot any 

wide conspiracy by Bogle, Who doea not seem to have been taken 

seriously before October 11th. It would surely have been thought 

ridiculous to send eight policemen to nip the bud or revolution. 

Fourthly• st. Thomaa in the Eaat waa adm1n1atered by a Ouatoa and 

Veatry who were widely disliked. Moat ot them had been directly 

implicated in the diamiaaal ot George William Gordon from the Oormnision 

or the Peace , and Gordon was popular with the labourer■ and small 

set tlera - perhaps more popular than he deserved to be • Apart tram the 

peeaonal anbrl& tiea, it would also appear that the st. Thomaa Veatry 
3S 

waa one or the moat corrupt and inefficient or the time. Finally, add 
.. -

to all this the presence in the pariah ot Paul Bogle who, although he 

oertainly doea not merit recognition as a leader ~r liee enant ot 

organised rebellion, showed himaelt to be a dangerous man who could 

command a large body ot tollowera, eapecial1' in a time ot general 

hardship in a pariah in Which the local otticiala were unpopular. 

The d1sastera which tollowed the aaaault on the Morant Bay Court -

house provided Eyre with excuse and opportunity to strengthen the hand 

ot the Governor by perauading the &asembl.7 to vote itself out or 

existence• It was an end which he had long hoped to achieve, and in 

it he had the appronl ot the Colonial ottice. In March 1864 he had 
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written hia opinion that the present" miaoalled Representative 

Inati t.utiona '' did not reflect public opinion , aamewhat illog1oal11' , 

he reoal'lllended, not an extension ot the tranchiae or a lowering ot 

the qualiticationa tor candidature tor election to the Aaaembly, but 

the constitution ot a Single Chamber Government oampoaed ot reprtaent -
3'j 

ative and nominated member■• In October 1866 he declared that he would 

like a omnpletel.1' nominated Single Chamber, but thought that it would 

be eaaier to get th• Aaaembly to agree to one with half' the membera eleo1 

ed and halt ncminatecl • H• propoaed to pr••• the Aaaembly to take the 
4-0 

necessary aotion. 

On December lat., the Secretary ot State tor the Ooloniea wrote 

Eyre to say that the Britlah Government would willingl.1' consider any 

plana ot the Jamaica Legislature to change the conatitution, but that 

tull inf'ormation about recent event.a would be required , including 

notice of what apeoitic measures ot general benefit might be expected 

of a n•wl.1' constituted government, what expenaea th••• measures would 
!JI 

involve, and how theae eapellaea would be met. But by the time the 

despatch reached Byre ,h• had already sent ott to Kngland an Act Which 

aboliahed the Aaaembq and aubatituted a Single Ohamber Government ot 
,p .. 

24 members ,half' to be elected and half' to be naninated. The Governor 

had moved quickly, and tor good reason, aa one ot hia support.era 

admitted: 

" The doing away with the Bouse ot Assembly -
That' caricature ot representative gOYernment •­
baa been an unm1 tigated blessing , and -. great 
praise ia due to Mr. Eyre tor the promptitude 
whioh he displayed in induci~ the Houae ot Aasembly 
to act at the moment when men a minda were panic -
striken, and When they were willing to make any 
sacrifice ao that they might eacape tran the 
dangers Which aeemed to be 1DID1nent. One week 
later, and the maaaure~ ot ■elf' - aacritice, 
it car~ied at all, could only have been carried 
with extreme difficulty•" 43 
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Even ao, the measure had ita opponents. On December 16th. Eyre 

deapatched a Petition aigned by 29 people in St. Catherine againat the 

conati tution amendment act • He oommented , with the • r a diaregal'd. tor 

tact Which he otten emplOT•d on auoh occasion■, that none ot the 

petitioners was" ot any position or intluen••"• Among the aignature■ 

were thoae o:f' Jamea Bernal, a proprietor and trustee ot over 700 acres; 

Riohard Cowan, a master - builder and contracter; Vincent Soares, 

probably a relative ot David Soarea whom Sir Oharlea Orey ha4 ona• 

called " the principal builder in Spaniah Town "; and several well -
~ 

established merohanta, shop-keeper■, and other■, incl11ding John Fonseca, 
4q. 

Isaac DeCordova, and Iarael Lopez. The Baptiata also petitioned, 
< 

, asking tor a Oomniasion ot :&nquiry into the ■tat• ot the Ial~and mattei 

connected with the recent trouble at Morant Bay. To thia Eyre appended 

the corrment that the Baptiat■ were '' troublemaker■ " who by their own 

view■ and et:f'ort■ tended to excite rebellion" in the mind■ ot the 

ignorant and debased population '' • The petition, he said, was based on 
l.4-S 

'' rwnoured atatement■ " and adduced no :f'acta whataoever • Yet , aeven 

montha previously he had written or the report made by the Baptist Union 

on Islam conditions 

'' As a whole the report is a ve:{ :f'air and candid one, 
and will convey to Her Majesty• Government nmch 
importan, and uaetul information, though there are 
ot coura• many statement■, opinions or interences 
in which I am unable to oo1no1de". IJ-C.. 

Beyond ·• sW C • a doubt , Eyre was uati t tor the Governaiif of a 

colony. 

The consequences, lolitical, economic, and social, ot the 

institution ot Crown Colony Government in 1866 do not, strictly speakina 

lie 

The 

within our scope. But we oannot abruptly drop the matter 

new eyatem did not aolvr o~ the current political and 

on a date. 
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constitutional problema, it aimpl.7 evaded them, Nor did it provide 

any political tutelage tor people who were then thought to be untit 

to exercise the vote, The introduction ot adult auffrage in Jamaica in 

19"4-tollowed not from any growth ot political intelligence, nor trom 

improved social and economic conditions, but rather tran new theories 

ot government which hold that poverty and illiteracy should not dia -

quality a man trom having a voice in th• selection ot thoae who shall 

govern him • 

Within the island, the Church ot England waa dia•~tablished, the 

number ot Pariah•• waa reduced , <tmd Government revenues and 

expenditures were affected by other financial and tiacal retorma. More 

money was apent on aocial servicea, Fundamentally, however, the 

economic structure remained the same. Jamaicans at111 prosper or 

decline according to price tluctuationa in overseas markets over which 

they have no camnand, 

The social conaequenoea can be gathered trom the reported word.a 

ot a coloured man who had been a member ot the Aaaembly. In 1869 he 

said to a member ot the new Legislative Council: 

"You an4 I have been equals, but What will be 
the respective position ot our children ? Yours 
will hardly speak to mine." 

Under Crown Colony Government adminiatNtiv• positions were generally' 

reserved tor whites, and, even more exclusively, tor European•. One 

of the paths which the ex-alavea had used to attain social acceptance 

among the ex-masters was now closed to them. It is important to rememb~ 

that by the 1860'• black and coloured men had attained poaitiona ot 

prominence, not only as merchants and the owners ot landed property, 

but also as members ot Assembly, Magistrates, Barristers, School -

teachers, Newspaper editors, Clergymen, and as the occupants ot 
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important Public Offices. Not all or these, it is true, had been 

slaves, 11any had been fr•~-coloured people in time of slavery, but they 

provided the example which others followed. 

The outbreak of a local *iot in Morant Bay in 1865 gave to an 

incompetent Governor the opportunity to wreak the vengeance of hia ace -

mrrulated frustration and to seize power for the executive. Hia action, 

approved b~ the island legialaturo in momentary panic, was aupported 

by the British Government, which, although it severely censured the 

brutality with which the 'rebellion' had been put down, welcomed the 

assertion of executive power aa the meana to mGre efficient government. 
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l. o.e. 137/340. Darling to Bulwer Iqtton, 1fo. 141, 10th. M~. 1858. 

2. W. G. SEWELL, ~lrdeal ot 1ree Labour 1n the Britiah Weat lndiea" (N.Y. 
1861) ; and R.B.UlfDERBILLf "The We■t Indiea: Their Social and Religlou■ 
Oondition" (London, l862J. 

3. w.OARLILB, ''Thirty-eight Tear■ ' lliaaion Lite in J amaica" (London,1884) 
and B.B.UXDRRHILL, "Lite ot Jame■ lluaaell Phillippo, 111 a■1ona17 in 
&ma.lea " (London, 1881),Chapter 34. 

4. B. B. UHDRRHILL "Th• Weat Indie■••• " PP• 429-30, giTe■ the tollowing 
data:-

Year No. ot Bapt1at Year ATer. annual 
llembera. - contrlbu\1on 11@, 

1839 aJ&,337 

1843:::ff 311 QOO 1844. ,, .. JiJ.iA, 

1845-55 1i•1a.t ~•saM!l! 18'9 711 ti~. 
M■ 6Q ■llsbl lM£•11• 1104 71, ti:A, 

Ji8§9 §11 21-d. ( 

6. C.0.137/390. See Tarioua report■ ot th• Clergy and OUatodea. Th• 
quoted word■ are tram the letter tram Rn. C.R.Chan4ler ot Guy'a Hill 
to the B1ahop. 

6. o.o. 137/390. Richard Carter to Oharlea Royea, st. Ann. 

7. o.o. 137/ 391. Mr. Harrison to OU■to■ Baron Tea Ketelhodt, st. Thomaa 
1n the Raat. 

a . w. w.T. ''A Letter tram Jamaica on the aubjeot ot r eligioua revival■" 
(London?, 1860). 

9. 0. 0. 137/364. Darling to Newcastle , Mo. 9, 8th. Jan. 1862. 

10. C.0.137/367. ~• to Newoaatle, No. 37, 20th.June 1862. 

11. W.RDD, "Th• Hiatory ot Sugar and sugar Yielding Plant■" (London,1866: 
Qbapter a. 

12. Darling had been Agent-General tor Inm1gration 1n the 1840' • and a 
proprietor ot est ates in st. Thoma■ in the &lat. 

13. 1-J the mid-century t wo main political groupa were reoogni■abJ• in the 
As sembly: the Planter or Country Party, and the Town Party which 
included an eral well-known merchant■ and newspaper editora. 'l'he 
Planter group was numerically aupar1or , but aa eat ate buaine■■ otten 
kept them away t ram the Houae ot Aaaembly the Town Party trequently 
enjoyed a working majority. 
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14/ o.0.137/~57. Da.rling to Newcaatle, 

Taylor'• 111.nute. 
Bo.173, 9'11.Deo.1861. See 

11. On ocoaaion thia earned him a rebuke. S•• 0.0.137/367, the Seoreta~ 
~ State to lqre 1n th•• oaae or George William Gordon, a J •. P. Wham 
~• had d1am1aae4: "I take thia opportunity or obaerving to you 
~hat I reel aure you will 'find it more conducive to the public 
intereata you have at heart, to occupy youraeU rather with the subt 
atano• or aota A prooeedinga with which you have to deal than with 
the private charactera ~ the peraona Who may aaaail or de'tend them' 

16. Pagea 130,131. 

17. Thia ia a aerioua charge, but it can be aubatantiated by re'terenoe 
to certain despatch•• 'from Byre to the Secretary or State 'tor the 
Ooloniea. 

18. This was perhaps the moat balanced or contwmporary local papers. It 
• wa■ owned and produced by Kdwal"d Jordon and Robert Oaborn, and the 

quoted editorial was probably written by th• 'former. 

19. o.o.137/384. Byre to Cardwell, xe.256, 10th. Sept.1864. 

20. And in certain areas by a diaeaae which attacked root cropa. 

21. "A Letter Addreaaed to the Rt. Hon. liidward Cardwell ••• " (London,186f 

22. Moat or these are ln o.o.187/390.391. 

23. There were alao people in Britain, Who had never been to the West 
Indies, who were expert at playing thia theme. The moat notable 
waa Thomas Oarqle Whoa• "Oocaaional Dlacourae on The Rigger 
Queation" waa 'tirat publiahed in l'raz•r' ■ Magazine, Deo.1849, later 
reprinted as a pamphlet in 1853, and 'finally included by Oarlyle in 
a book "Latter Day Pamphlet■" publiahed in 1858. 

24-. c.0.137/391. S•• Roger'• 111.nute on Byre to Oard.well, Ro.135, 23rd. 
lla.Y,1865. 

25. 0.0.187/391. Byre to Cardwell, No.149, 20th.June. 1865.(lmcloaurea). 

26. o.0.137/390. Bowerbank to Byre, April 1865. 
c 

27. 0.0.137/390. Hill to Byre, April 1866. The Poor Lew was administer~ 
by the local Veatriea who aubmitted, eaoh year, an estimate ~ 
expensea tor approval and grant by the Ialand Legislature . These 
estimates were usually inadequate. Detaila ot the Poor Lew are to 
be tound in 0.0.137/376 and 38&. 

28. Oard.well to Byre, Jamaica No.222, 14th. June, 1866. 

29. "Th• Queen's Advice" was aotuaJly dra'tted by Henry Taylor, but it 
was approved by Secretary Cardwell. 

30. C.0.137/344. Darling to Bulwer lqtton, No.48, 25th.Uarch,1859, witb 
enolosur••• 
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"./!, o.0.137/346. Darling to Newcastle, Ro,103, 9th,Aug.l859, with 
; .. ~ encloa.rea. 

~52. The Judge■ were J.P.0ARGILL and P.R0Plm; the Stipendiariea ••r• 
RICHARD HILL and JmNRY LAIDLAW; the Juatioe or the Peaoe waa W.B. 
0000. 

33. 0.0.137/348. Darling to Newcaatle, Bo29, 28~. Jan.1860. 

34. This deapatoh and other official dooumenta and other record.a on 
which the tollowint account is based are to be found in "Paota A 
Documents Relating to the Alleged Rebellion in Jamaica", publiahed 
by the Jamaica Comnittee in London (1866); and W.P.PINLAJSOH, "A 
History ot th• Jamaica Oaae" (London, 1868). or th••• the rormer 
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