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~ Free elections do 
not necessarily 
mean democracy 
THE FOLLOWING 
speech was delivered by 
Karl Hudson-Phillips, po­
litical lea,der of the Orga­
nisation for National 
. Reconstruction (ONR) on 
Friday October 28, 1983. 
WE MUST ALL express anxious 
concern about the development of 
the situation in Grenada. Grenada is 
popularly known as our sister island 
and there are present in Trinidad 
and Tobago perhaps as many Grena­
dians, if not more, than actually 
reside in Grenada itself. 

The problem in Grenada in a very 
real sense has touched each and 
every individual in Trinidad and 
Tobago and, no doubt, in the Carib­
bean as a whole. What is taking 
place in Grenada must be causing 
considerable human suffering to our 
Caribbean brothers and sisters there 
and it is, therefore, necessary that 
we show anxiety and concern. 

The information available to me 
indicates that the vast majority of 
the population in the Caribbean 
islands is in favour of armed inter­
vention in Grenada. The govern­
ments of only three English 
'speaking Caribbean territories have , 
indicated their disapproval of the 
action. These three Governments 
are those of Trinidad and Tobago, 
Guyana and Belize. 

As Trinidadians and Tobagonians 
it is necessary for us to discuss and 
assess the situation calmly and with­
out emotion because I am of the 
view that what has happened recent­
ly in Grenada will have a _profound 
effect on the lives of all Caribbean 
peoples in the future. 

The events in Grenada could not 
have happened if the democratic 
way of life had been maintained. We 
have come to learn that the mere 
holding of elections does not 'nec­
essarily guarantee the continuance 
of _ democracy. Democracy only 
thrives where the people are alert 
and when their Governments prac­
tise democracy in all its many facets 
and ways. 

It is very easy for us to say that 
we are democratic when in several 
areas we do not practise democracy. 
Every ' time a Government fails to 
practise democracy it is making it 
easier--fuJ--democracy to be destroyed. 
Any action, any decision, however 
small, which is undemocratic is an 
action which is contributing to the 
death of democracy. The great prin­
ciples of democracy may be clearly 
and simply stated:-

1. The right to freedom of speech, 
movement and belief; 

2. The right to elect a Govern­
ment by free and fair elections; 

3. The maintenanc1 o( ~e ryle,of 
Jaw and a free indepenlll!nt Judiciary; 

4. The right to have institutions 
which are free in themselves and 
which are constantly permitting the 
expression of views and sentiments 
of tne population. 

Any action which prejudices these 
three great principles is action 
which will eventually lead to the 
breakdown of ,democracy in any 
co_untry. However small that country 
might be; however popular that ac­
tion might be - it is action which 
spells the death of democracy. 

The events in Grenada did not 
start with Maurice Bishop. If there 
was no Eric Gairy there would have 
been no Maurice Bishop; if there 
was no Maurice Bishop there would 
have been no General Austin. If 
there was no General Austin we 
would not have seen the frightening 
spectacle of armed intervention in 
Grenada. 

It is well for us to recall that the 
Government of Gairy was supposed­
ly elected by free and fair elections. 
They were elections in which the 
very Maurice Bishop and three of 
his colleagues won seats in the Par­
liament of Grenada. The mere fact 
however, that Gairy was elected did 
not mean that his Government was 
democratic or that it practised de­
mocracy. 

There were several violations of 
the democratic principles under Ga­
iry - denial of freedom of speech 
and movement; denial of the rule of 
law and the independence of the 
Judiciary; den ial of the right of free 
mst1tutmns expressing the will of 
the population of Grenada. 

It was these denials of bas ic fun ­
damental principle~ which cat­
apulted Grenada into the Bishop 
rr~rme under which the principlrs of 
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democracy, as we know and respect 
them, were totally denied and vio­
lated. I pause here because there are 
several people in Trinidad and To­
bago who say that it could never 
happen here, and that the democrat­
ic record of Trinidad and Tobago is 
without blemish. 

Is this really so? Does the free­
dom of speech in Trinidad and To­
bago mean that everybody feels free 
to speak his mind without fear that 
he will lose his job or suffer some 
other form of political victimisa; 
tions? Can we say that we have an 
impeccale record with respect tQ the 
independence of the judiciary and 
the rule of law? 

Can we honestly say _that the 
Government has not intrefered with 
our judges and that those accused of 
crimes are always brought before our 
courts of law to be sentenced accord­
ing to the verdict of the jury? Can 
we say that under -our democracy 
justice is even-handed and that 
there is not one rule for the rich and 
another for the poor; that there is 
not one rule for those supporting 
one party and another rule for those 
wo do not? 

I pose these questions because in 
analysing the situation we must ana­
lyse ourselves too ensure that there 
does not exist in Trinidad and To­
bago a germ of what has happened 
in Grenada. 

At the time of the last Election, 
the ONR was heavily criticised be­
cause of our position on Grenada. 
Our position then and our position 
now has not changed. In 1981 we 
stated clearly that we did not like 
the manner in which Maurice Bish­
op had come to power in Grenada 
but that it was necessary to call a 
Caribbean Heads of Government 
Conference (at that time one had 
not been called for seven years) and 
that Bishop should have been in­
vited to such a Conference. 

We said that we must talk to 
Bishop. For that statement several 
of you here said that the ONR was 
Communist and that you would not 
vote for the ONR because of that. 
How times have changed. They very 
people who were then criticising the 
ONR are those who are now shed­
ding the largest crocodile tears be­
cause of his brutal and savage 
murder. 
. Who knows, had we entered into 
genuine diaogue with Maur:ice Bish­
op be might have been ahve today 
and democracy might have been 
alive today in Grenada. 

This brings us to a review of ~he 
position of the Government of Tnn­
idad and Tobago with respect to t~e 
Caribbean in general and Grenada m 
particular. It is to be remembered 
that the original position of Trin­
idad r.ud Tgbagq with re-11~t tp,tJie 

1 nrfl dlfJ:ta, "Federation was tliat in 
any federation t~ constitution 
should guarantee the free movement 
bf goods and people. . 

In the disappointment that this 
was not achieved, we had the famous 
statement from Trinidad and Toba­
go that "one from ten leaves 
nought" - referring to the little ten 
excluding Jamaica and Guyana. 
Notwithstanding this, Grenada took 
up an offer which Trinidad an? 
Tobago had previously made of um­
tary statehood with Trinidad and 
Tobago. . da 

Blaize, then Premier of G~n!l , 

power. Not a word was said. A lot of 
people were glad that Gairy had 
been removed but did not like the 
way in which Bishop did it. 

Nobody was prepared to say that 
all of us, by our silence, had contrib­
uted to the situation which caused 
the Grenada Revolution of 1979. It 
is now history that the only official 
position taken by the Government 
of Trinidad and Tobago was the 
waving about in Parliament by the 
Prime Minister of an unopened let­
ter from Maurice Bishop. 

Now would be a good time to 
open that letter and see what Mau­
rice Bishop was saying to the Prime 
Minister· and people of Trinidad and 
Tobago. Alas, Bishop is now dead 
and there is nothing anybody can do 
to bring him back. 

On the wider Caribbean scene, 
Trinidad and Tobago it is true has 
made generous contributions, both 
financial and otherwise, to our Ca­
ribbean neighbours. This cannot be 
denied. What is in question is the 
manner in which this was done and 
also what did we get in return for it. 

The tw9 are not unconnected. 
While we made these contributions, 
we failed to seize the initiative and 
to occupy our rightful place as the 
economic, political and intellectual 
leaders of the Caribbean. We lost a 
glorious opportunity to influence the 
course of events, particularly in the 
Eastern Caribbean. 

For all the money we spent, 
BWIA is still not the national car­
rier. Indeed, without logic we spent 
money to support LIAT and Cari­
cargo which compete with BWIA. 
The latest fiasco, of course, has been 
the whole question of inter-regional 
trade, the currency practices and 
protection policies of the very Carib­
bean countries whom we have so 
generously supported. 

The cause for this is nobody else's 
but our own. We failed to insist, 
when we had bargaining power, on 
conditions which were beneficial to 
Trinidi!.d and Tobago. No Govern­
ment worth Its salt would have con­
tinued doling out money, left, right 
and centre, to people who refused to 
make' BWIA the regional carrier, for 
instance. 

The problem was we had no for­
eign policy and we still have no 
foreign policy. 

Coming close~ to the events of the 
last two weeks, we must consider 
some of the further background. The 
Government of Trinidad and Toba­
go was literally caught with its pants 
down. For years now the ONR has 
been pleading for diplomatic offices 
to be opened in the Eastern Caribbe­
an, including Grenada. For years the 
Trinidad and Tobago Government 
has had an Ambassador to the East ­
ern Caribbean resident in Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

While all the trouble was going on 
in Grenada the Trinidad and Toba­
go Ambas~ador was in Trinidad 
looking at the opening of Ch~nnel 9. 
If the Government were serio us, he 
shoulil ;,..,ncJlately have been ord­
dered to go to Grenada t,o see an 
give a first hand report on what wa~ 
going on there. Was Bishop free 01 

was he under house arrest? 

Was Coard the man in charge or 
was he merely a puppet? Did Bishop 
want political asylum and W?uld 
Trinidad and Tobago have givel}. 
him political asylum? None of these 
questions could be answered because 
we had nobody there to tell us what 
was going on. The result was thaL 
the Trinidad and Tobago Govern­
ment went into a Heads of Govern · 
ment Conference last weekend 
totally blindfolded. 

made formal approache~ to_ Trmi~ad 
and Tobago but by this time Tn_n­
idad and Tobago had cha_nged its 
mind and decided to go it a!one. 
Gairy then came w power. _Previous­
ly, under the former Colon~al power, 
when there was a pro~le~ ,1,D Grena,: 
da as a result of Ga1ry s red sky 
policy, police officers were ~nt_ from 
Trinidad and Tobago to assist m the 
restoration of law and order. 

With Gairy in power, however, 
the attitude of Trinidad ~nd Tobago 
was one of strict non-mterferei:ice 
and non-comment in what was gomg 
on in Grenada. Trini~ad and Tobago 
officially turned a b!md _eye I:<> mas­
sive human rights violations 1~ ~re­
nada as it is now domg to s1m1lar 
violations in other part~ of the Ca­
ribbean. When the Ga1ry _Govern­
ment went broke, the Tnmdad an_d 
Tobago Government came to his 
rescue without the slightest caut~<lll 
or admonition that he was behavmg 

At that stage the ONR saw the 
·mpending threat. In a press release 1 

f the 20 October 20, 198:t even 
before the invasion of Grenada. we 
stated as follows:-

"An even more serious threat is 
now posed to the political. soc_1al and 
economic stabilit y of the Caribbean. 
We in the ONR hav_e bee!1 demand -_ 
ing since the inception <,> f our p~rt~ 
that the Trinidad and 1 ohal(0 <11!' -
ernment ~hould have had .,ome dip­
lomatic- pre~em·e in Grenad~,- if only 
to monitor the e,·rnt ~ tlwrr. in an undemocratic way. . 

Then came Bishop. When _B1shop 
seized power in Grenada. ag~m there 
W 'lS 110 official 1·ondem11atum lrom 
tl;e Triniclacl and Tohago Gownwnt 
,1hout t lw mannn in wh1l'h lw ~1•11..-cl 
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THE---5CE-NE-IN--GRENA-DA - ·· 

FEW 
IMPRI 

NS 
TOF 

ST GEORGE'S,Mon­
day(CANA-Reuter) - There 

- are remarkably few signs of 
the imprint of war in St 
Gforge's, just a few days 
after U.S. Marines stormed 
the steep hills on which the 
Grenadian capital is built: 

Foreign journalists allow­
ed into Grenada over the 
weekend saw only isolated 
signs of the battle between 
American troops and de­
fending Cuban and Grena­
dian units, suggesting care 
was taken on both sides not 
to involve the civilian pop­
ulation. 

Damage is limited to the 
key areas of Butler House 
which is the office of the 
Prime Minister- and Fort 
Frederick. 

GUTTED 
The police headquarters, 

at the waterfront, north of 
the harbour is gutted but it 
is not clear whether this 
was the result of shelling or 
sabotage. 

There was also some 
damage to Richmond Hill 
Mental Institution, just be­
low Fort Frederick, which 
the U.S authorities have 
said was shelled by accident 
last Tuesday. No firm esti­
mate has been made yet of 
casualties there. 

Otherwise there was no 
sign of damage to civilian 
houses or commercial prem­
ises, apart from some_ bro­
ken windows from lootmg. 

UNDAMAGED 

The picturesque Care­
nage area down at the wa­
terfront, with its historical 
GeorgYUl•Style buildings, is ' 
undamaged and even close 
to Fort Rupert mn\d.""191 
weft!_not damaged. . 

Grenadians themselves 
chatted freely with the first 
visitors, and some quickly 
caught on that some mo~ey 
was to be made from se'lhng 
scraps of information on 
the coup which topp~ed 
Prime Minister Maunce 
Bishop and the subsequent 
invasion. 

St George's is a small 

town of 30,000 and news 
travels fast. Although de­
tails of Bishop's death may 
nevE:r be known for certain, 
Grenadians are convinced 
their leader was eliminated 
by the mili ta ry rulers that 
tonk over on October 19. 

"Bishop was killed by his 
enemies in the (New Jewel) 
Movement." said 19-year 
old Steven Hall. He said the 
former Prime Minister had 
been found tied to a hep in 
his official residence, hav­
ing been placed under house 
arrest on the orders of dep­
uty Prime Minister Bernard 
Coard, dressed only in his 
underpants. 

"The crowd took him 
down to the marketplace 
and then up to Fort Rupert, 
where three armoured cars 
came and started firing into 
the crowd," he said. 

The military authorities 
at the time said that 17, 
including Bishop and three 
Cabinet colleagues had died, 
but this figure has been 
disputed. Hall, who was up 
at the fort, said many more 
people were killed. 

SMASHED 

On the way up to Bish­
op's house, on the continua­
tion of Lucas Street, is 
Education Minister Jacque­
line Creft's Japanese car, 
parked at her motther's 
home with a smashed wind­
screen. The car is said by 
residents to have been ap­
propriated by the military 
rulers and retaken after the 
invasion. 

Also along Lucas Street, 
which runs up from the 
marketplace towards the 
Governor-General's house, 
is the now boarded-up 
headquarters of the New 
Jewel Movement (NJM). 
Bishop and colleagues from 
the NJM began the present 
chapter in Grenadian histo­
ry four and a half years _ago 
when they ousted Eric Ga­
iry in a dawn coup. 

At Fort Rupert, named 
after Bishop's father who 
was killed 10 years ago dur­
ing Eric Gairy's administra­
tion there is considerable 
darr:age from shelling and a 

weal: . of revolutionary Cu­
ban a . ! ~l>viet literature. 

Sittm~ alonside old fort 
cannons on the battle­
ments, with a commanding 
view of the approaches to 
St George's ·Harbour, is a 
Soviet anti-aircraft gun and 
piles of boxes containing 
shells. 

Inside the fort barracks 
were found mortar bombs 
and thousands of rounds of 
ammunition, mostly soviet­
made. 

The scene in St George's, 
which is controlled by the 
joint Caribbean task force 
of 300 soldiers and police 
officers, contrasts heavily 
with that on the road south 
to Point Salines Airport 

• where men of the 82nd air-
borne division have 
mounted roadblocks. 

The area is supervised 
and guarded with Howitzer 
emplacements as a deter­
rant against continued snip­
er activity in the hills. 

In the first few days 
there was .considerable snip­
er fire here, but the us 
troo!)S are now dug in in 
strength. 

HE 

U.S. fails 
to bar 
Grenada 
UNITED NATIONS,Mon­
day(CANA-Reuter) - The 
United States failed today to 
bar Grenada delegate Caldwell 
Taylor from the U.N. General 
Assembly. 

Delegates applauded Tay­
lor's response that Grenada 
was "not an American colo­
ny" and that his Caribbean 
nation was now being occu­
pied by U.S. troops. 

"American soldiers at this 
moment are in our country, 
butchering our people," he 
said. 

U.S. delegate Jose Sorzano 
asserted that Taylor was not 
entitled to represent Grenada 
because the island nation's 
Governor General Sir Paul 
Scoon •• the representative of 
Britain's Queen Elizabeth as · 
head of state ••. had advised 
the U.N. that no one was 
authorised to represent it at 
this time. 

Sorzano said Grenada liad 
submitted no formal creden­
tial papers to the U.N. for 
examination by the General 
Assembly's credentials com­
mittee. 

Taylor, who observed that 
Sorzano was "not speaking of 
a representative from Puerto 
Rico," said that he did not 
know where the Governor­
General was. 

He had heard that the offi­
cial, Paul Scoon, was aboard 
an American carrier. "I don't 
know if he is being held hos­
tage," Taylor added. 

He said that he had not 
been told not to sit in the 
assembly. 

There was applause from 
all parts of the hall at the end 
of Taylor"s brief statement. 

The president. ,Jorge Illue­
ca of Panama. said that the 
matter raised by the United 
States was one with which 
members were familiar . 
Accordinl( to the rules, a rep­
re~entati\'e whose presence in 
the R:-sembl~· was challenged 
had the right to remain provi­
sionally unt ii, his credentials 
were examinei::I bv the creden­
tials committee. • 

"In the meantime. the rep­
rpsentat in• of (;renada will 
t ·11111 inue to o<·<·up~· his seat in 
the Assemhl~·." llhwrn ruled. 

Tlw credentials issue rnme 
up as t lH' ( ;pll(·r.tl :\ssl'mhlv 
prepan•d to hal!ot t11 fill ni­
('i.lll('it:>s on tll(1 Sf!('llritY l'Olltl­

('il. elll'l'I in• ianuan· I.' 
HarhaduS: tlw • Carihliean 

nation said t11 ha,·e plawd a 
ke,· rol(' in ur:.:in:.: the l ='.S. to 
n,ount an i1l\·a:--ion of (;r~na­
da and \\'h11se 11\\'11 1 roops 
t1111k part in till' ,,p<•ration. 
was ont· 11f two l'.tndidatt•s 
from till' lll'misplll'n· st·Pkin" 
to :O-lhTt 'l 'd (;uy;111.1 nn the J.~,~ 
:1. 11 i• 111, ,,un,·if. 
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Dessima Williams challenges 

SIR PAUL'S 
AUTHORITY 
BRIDGETOWN ,Monday( 
CANA) -- The diplomat 
who headed Grenada's 
mission to the Organisa­
tion of American States 
(OAS) prior to the recent 
coup, Dessima Williams, 
has challenged the author­
ity of · Governor General 
Sir Paul Scoon to form a 
new government or dis­
miss diplomatic represen­
tatives. 

In a statement on be­
half of "concerned Grena­
dians abroad". telexed 
from Washington to the 
headquarters of the Carib­
bean News Agency 
(CANA) here, Miss Wil­
liams stressed that the 
recognised government of 
Grenada continues to be 
the People's Revolutionary 
Government (PRG). 

"This continues to be a 
matter of political reality 
inside Grenada and in the 
international community 
as well", she said, 'Isa that 
Paul Scoon's operating 
with political legitimacy is 
a hoax aimed ·at mislead­
ing public opinion at this 
time." 

Last1 Saturday, Sir 
Paul, who has asserted his 
position as the sole consti­
tutional authority in St 
George's following the 
bloody military takeover 
nearly two weeks ago, an­
nounced that he was ·plan­
ning the formation of an 
interim administration 
and he has ordered the 
temporary du~ure, or u~e­
nada's diplomatic mis­
sions. 

But Williams asserted 
that the Governor General 
exists at the pleasure of 
the Government. She said 
his role and authority. 
were well defined through 
the channels of the PRG, 
a poi t that was clearly 
understood and taken 
when Sir Paul accepted 
the post. 

"The Governor General 
therefore has no political 
authority to either dis­
solve or form a govern­
ment, nor to dismiss 
diplomatic representatives 

of the said government", 
Williams said. 

She observed that in 
order to form a new gov­
ernment Sir Paul would 
have assumed the powers 
of the PRG", sole, and 
legitimate government of 
the people and state of 
Grenada." 

"By virtue of this, it 
must be interpreted that 
he would be single-hand­
edly responsible for carry­
ing out a coup using U.S. 
military forces", she said, 
"we therefore call on all 
patriotic Grenadians , to 
dissaodate themselves 
from the political ma­
noeuvring of Paul Scoon 
and the U.S Government." 

She said that the in­
volvement of the Organi­
sation of Eastern 
Caribbean States, Jamaica 
and Barbados in last 
Tuesday's U.S-led inva-

eSee Centre Pages 

Continue to 
oppose the 
invasion 
eFrom Page 1 
sion was an attempt to 
subvert the legitimate au­
thority of the Caribbean 
Community (Caricom) to 
effectively deal with Ca­
ribbean issues. 

"Why shouldn't Cari­
com be in the forefront 
assisting in the search for 
a solution to this matter, 
when the experience and 
maturity of this regional 
organisat.ion is so well es­
tablished?" she asked. 

2. Continued recogni ­
tion of the PRG as the 
sole, legitimate govern­
ment of the Grenadian 
p_eople, as well as recogni­
tion of existing diplomatic 
representatives and mis­
sions worldwide. 

3. Humanitarian and 
relief assistance to the vic­
tims of this unjust war 
and assault against our 
people. The efforts of or­
ganisations friendly to the 
Grenada revolution are 
particularly welcomed in 
this hour of need. 

4. Demands for a full 
and comprehensive inves- -· 
tigation of the facts on 
and surrounding the inva­
sion and occupation of 
G'.e~ada. Fact finding 
m1ss1ons and parliamen­
tary hearings can be spe­
cially useful. 

Williams said resistance 
by Grenadians was a dem­
onstration of nationar 
unity in th face of foreign 
aggression, which she said 
strongly impelled all of 
the~ to continue working 
agamst all political and 
military attempts to de­
stroy the revolution. • 

. On behalf of the Grena­
dians, she issued a call to 
the international commu­
nity to assist the Grenadi­
an people in six specific 
ways: 

I. Continue to oppose 
the invasion and occupa­
tion of Grenada -- a small 
sovereign state of the 
Americas and call for im­
mediate unconditional 
withdrawal of all foreign 
troops. 

5. Demands for decent 
burials of all those heroic 
Grenadians who have died 
as vyell as full accounting 
for and proper treatment 
of all persons missing, 
wounded and imprisoned 
in particular women and 
children. (and) 

6. Demands for an im­
mediate end to inhumane 
restructions on travel to 
and from Grenada, com­
munications and informa­
tion. 

Schools, 
shops, 
offices 
reopen 
U.S. 
MARINES 
SHIP OUT 
ST GEORGE'S,Mon­
day(CANA) -- Schools, 
shops and offices reopened 
in Grenada today, as some 
ease returned to the East- • 
ern Caribbean tourist is­
land, paralysed for the last 
two weeks by a political 
crisis. 

The reopening, in an­
swer to a weekend call by 
the Governor General Sir 
Paul Scoon, coincided 
with the pull out of Amer­
ican marines who invaded 
Grenada nearly a week ago 
to crush a military coup in 
which Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop and at 
least 16 other people were 
killed. 

School children waved 
at troops oJ the Caribbean 
Security Force in- the 
streets of St George's, wit­
nesses said. 

Military sources . said 
the U.S. Marines are being 
replaced by additional 
units of the 82nd airborne 
division due to fly in from 
Puerto Rico. 

Jamaican ·Colonel Ken 
Barnes, Commander of 
the ground forces which 
now control the capital, 
said today "St George's is 
very quiet now and we 
have the situation under 
control." There had been 
some looting earlier, main­
ly for food, but this had 
ceased. 
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Intervention is sometimes 
necessary and permissible 
By STANLEY VICTOR 
SMITH, International 
Relations 
Correspondent 

IT IS SOMETIMES nec­
essary and, in this in­
stance, crucial that 
someone should consider 
the intervention in Grena­
da from a pure legal stand­
point; in other words, 
within the confines of in­
ternational law, objective­
ly and without emotion. 

Let me state at the 
outset that if one gives the 
current law its true mean­
ing, Cuba and the Soviet 
Union had wrongfully in­
tervened in the internal 
affairs of Grenada with 
the consequences not even 
thought of by most of us 
until Maurice Bishop was 
killed and alleged murders 
committed. 

While I agree that no 
state has the right to in­
tervene directly or indi­
rectly for any reason 
whatsoever, in the internal 
or external affairs of any 
other state, if this has 
been contravened by other 
states then the interna­
tional community must 
correct the situation. 

It is their duty to do so. 
It is argued here that the 
facts collected over the 
years from the fall of Sir 
Eric Gairy to the rise of 
General Austin that there 
had been intervention, 
subtle and clever, whereby 
the intervening States, 

,not the USA or OECS) in 
their efforts to dictate the 
course and form of govern­
ment resorted to subtle 
and covert methods from 
which the use of force and 
the threat of the use of 
fo rce in one form or other 
was present. 

Those who are against 
the intervention argue 
that armed intervention is 
illegal in international law, 
whether by one state or 8\ 
group of states. They add • 
that the use of force is 
unlawful and cite Article 2 
(4) of the Charter of the 
United Nations which re­
ads: 

"All members shall re­
frain in their international 
relations from the threat 
or use of force against the 
territorial integrity or po­
litical independence of any 
state, or in any other man­
ner inconsistent with the 
purposes of the United · 
Nations". 

The preamble to the 
Charter of the UN pro­
vides inter alia that the 
members are determined 
to prevent war and to rec­
ognise fundamental hu­
man rights; in order to 
achieve these ends the 
• members agree inter alia 
"to unite our strength to 
maintain international 
peace and security and to 
ensure, by the acceptance 
of principles and institu­
tion of methods that 
armed. force shall not be 
used save in the common 

interest". 
Note the exception 

where it (armed force) is 
necessary in the common 
interest. 

The threat of fo rce is 
contrary to Article 2 (4) of 
the Charter. It not only 
existed towards the na­
tionals of Grenada who 
were saddled with rulers 
who were not constitu­
tionally elected but who 
contrary to their (Grena­
dians) wishes were follow­
ing a form of government 
foreign to them. 

To the OECS countries 
it was in 'contravention to 
their treatv and to the 
charter of tne UN. The 
threat of force, the preven-

tion of war between the 
super powers in the region 
was fundamental and the 
basic human rights of Gre­
nadians guaranteed in 
their constitution was be­
ing eroded by an illegal 
regime. 

Where the security of 
your country is in jeopar­
dy, where there has been 
indirect intervention by a 
state or states, other states 
must react. 

Grenada is a sister isle, 
a close neighbour, forged 
as we were fr'om the same 
colonial power. We must 
be concerned. 
be very concerned and be­
come involved so that the 
country could revert to 

normalcy. 
So let us look at the 

circumstances: 
1 Wasn't Cuba interfer­

ring directly and indirectly 
in the internal affairs of 
Grenada. Cuban soldiers, 
arms, so-called techno­
crats, construction of a 
military base, Cuban 
training for Grenada's 
army. 
2 Why are the ambassa­
dors of Cuba and Russia 
Generals in their own 
right? 
3 Why were there over 
thirty Russian Advisors 
(military). 

4 Why in a population of 
105,000 is there need for a 

militia of 20,000 and an 
army of 3,000. 
But remember in all of 
this the Russians and Cu­
bans are honourable men; 
so are they all very honou­
rable men. 
5 Since Sir Eric Gairy 
how many citizens of Gre­
nada have suffered indig­
nities? How many have 
been imprisoned and mur­
dered? 
6 Whas't Sir Eric Gairy 
tolerated (Mongoose gang 
with him) by the British, 
how many human rights 
violations did he commit? 
Does Mrs Thatcher know? 
But Gairy is an honoura­
ble man, Sorry Sir Eric, so 
too, Fidel, Hudson, Ber-

nard and Andropov. 
Now some of our people 

scream, rant and rave and 
condemn our West Indian 
brothers and sister: Seaga, 
Adams, Compton and Eu­
genia. I have to say no, 
they have '1guts" and the 
interest of the region at 
heart. They love our Gre­
nadian bretheren. They 
are hull¥lnitarians, they 
understand and appreciate 
the problem. 

Thank God we here in 
Trinidad and Tobago live 
in a democratic country 
with its Bill of Rights 
enshrined in our constitu­
tion with a free and fear­
less press brave enough to 
print, I hope, my article. 
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Guyana's Parliament 
condemns intervention 
GEORGETOWN,( 
CANA) The 
Guyana National 
Assembly (Parlia­
ment) has ap­
proved a 
government reso­
lution condemning 
last week's inter­
vention in Grena­
da by foreign 
forces led by the 
United States. 

The resolution, in­
troduced by Prime 
Minister Doctor Pto­
lemy Reid received 
the full backing of 
the Opposition Peo­
p Ie 's • Progressive 
Party (PPP). 

The rightist-oriented 
United Force (UF) which 
has two members in thi, 
fifty-three seat House did 
not attend the sitting. 

At the conclusion of the 
meeting, the House ob­
served one minute silence 
............ arx of ~ for 
the late Grenadian Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop, 
who was shot dead by the 
military before it seized 

eBULLETS ... and more bullets,part of the am­
munition cache found in Grenada. 

power in an October 19 
coup that triggered the 
invasion. 

"The invasion consti­
tutes a flagrant violation 
on the principles of non 
intervention and non in­
terference in internal af-

fairs, respect for the 
territorial integrity and 
sovereignty of states, in 
particular, and of the 
charter of the United Na­
tions and of international 
law in general", the mo­
tion said. 

The motion called on 
the National Assembly to 
"strongly condemn the 
armed intervention in 
Grenada by the United , 
States of America, regret­
tably supported by some 
Caribbean countries, 
which has resulted in the 
death of and injury to 
many persons, including 
unarmed civilians from in­
discriminate bombard­
ment, shelling and other 
military activity by the 
aggressors." 

Speakers on both sides 
of the House condemned 
the invasion as a violation 
of all international law, 
and a transgression of the 
Charter of the United Na­
tions. 

Opposition leader Doc­
tor Cheddi Jagan express­
ed his party's full support, 
describing the invasion as 
"a vulture/ eagle descend­
ing connivance of the re­
gional haws" in supporting 
the "brutal" invasion. 

This was a reference to 
Jamaica, Barbados, Do­
minica, Antigua, St Lucia, 
St Vincent and St Kitts­
Nevis which invited the 
American landing on Gre­
nada's behalf under the 
terms of a joint defence 
treaty. 
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TUESDAY NOVEMBER 1,1983 

POLICEMEN took up guard outside t~e United 
States Embassy, Port of Spain yesterday, no 

doubt in anticipation of trouble in the af­
termath of the U.S.-led invasion of Grenada. 

Pl.ANS FOR 
ASION 

WERE .LEAKED 
KINGSTON,(CANA)-· Plans for the in­
vasion of Grenada to topple the Marxist 
military government installed in an Oc­
tober 19 coup there were leaked to army 
leader General Hudson Austin by one of 
the Caribbean Community (Caricom) 
countries that took part in the regional 
summit two weekends ago, the Jamaica 
Prime Minister, Edward Seaga, charged 
last night. --

"When at the meeting at the weekend we 
discussed the plan for invasion we are fortu­
nate that we never mentioned a time or date 
because when I visited Grenada today I was 
told that immediately after the meeting was 
over those plans were given to Genera_! Aus~in 
in Grenada", Seaga told a rally of his ruhng 
Jamaica Labour Party (JLP) in the south 
central parish of Clarendon. 

Seaga said that the action was t? the 
"everlasting disgrace" of the country which he 
refused to name, but observers here immedi­
ately conjectured that he was attacking Guya­
na whose President, Forbes Burnham, has 
be~n severely critical of the U.S- led invasion. 

Guyana co-sponsored a _U.N Security Co_un­
cil Resolution condemnmg the resolution, 
which the United States vetoed. 

Burnham, Trinidad and Tobago's George 
Chambers Linden Pindling of Bahamas and 
. Belize's G~orge Price, at the Cari~om Sum_mit 
opposed the idea of an armed mterventI<?n, 
which, ostensibly, was to remove a security 
threat to Urenact°i's neighbours and restore 
Parliamentary democracy to the island. 

After failing to reach a consensus on the 
matter the Organisation of East Caribbean 

to · Gen. Austin by 
a Caricom country, 
says Edward Seaga 
States (OECS), the regional sub- group rep­
resenting the Leeward and Windward Islands, 
caucused quietly with Jamaica and Barbados 
to invite the U.S to help topple Austin. 

Austin's army had seized power after the 
military had killed leftwing Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop and a number of his col­
leagues -- the climax of a power struggle in the 
ruling New Jewel Movement (NJM), that had 
itself gained power in a 1979 revolution. 

Relations between Grenada and the U.S 
had been cold since the NJM's ousting of 
eccentric Sir Eric Gairy and Grenada's Peo­
ples Revolutionary Government had cc'l­
stantly alleged there were U.S plans to invade. 

Seaga said that there was concern that had 
there been any forewarning of the ihvasion 
"those vicious butchers" who were at the helm 
in Grenada would have held Americans on the 
island hostage and killed the Governor Gener­
al, Sir Paul Scoon, "the only constitutional 
authority in the country." 

Said the Prime Minister: "Hence we made 

our plans in great secrecy. 
"Hence, we did not express the plans to 

those countries who are now complaining they 
didnt know because we did not want any-thing 
to leak out and it is a good thing that we made 
it in secrecy because we had traitors among 
us." 

The reference to countries complaining of 
having not beeri told about the plans apparent­
ly came out of George Chambers' remarks that 
he had heard nothing more of the intention 
until after troops had landed on Grenada last 
Tuesday. 

Seaga said that there were treacherous 
people who were willing to give up the inva­
sion plans that would have caused serious 
bloodshed . 

He went on: "Among them who say that 
they don't agree with what we are doing (are 
those who) didnt play the role to stand by. 
Thty pla~d the role of traitors so that the 
enemy knew what our plans were so .hat they 
could do certain thiags to stop us and in doing 
so risked human lives." 

f 
• 
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RADIX TO TAKE A BREAK 
FROM ACTIVE ·POLITICS 

EXPRESS W, 

ST. GEORGE'S-
,Tuesday(CANA) 
Former Grenada 
Government Min­
ister Kenrick Radix 

~has announced his 
intention to take a 
break from active 
politics here. 

~ ~.-l;v who rPsi!!nPrl 

last month as Industrial 
Development Minister in 
the leftwing People's Rev­
olutio nary Government 
when a power struggle 
erupted in the then ruling 
New ,Jewel Movement, 
sa id he was bowing out of 
politics for the time being 
to analyse the new politi ­
cal situation ;n the coun­
try. 

Sunday- national 

day of prayer 

for Grenadians 
ST. GEbRGE'S,Tuesday(CANAi -- The Grenada Coun­
cil of Churches which represents the principal Christian 
denominations here, has declared Sunday, November 13, 
a national day of prayer. 

The announcement was contained in a message signed 
by the acting chairman of the council , Roman Catholic 
Bishop Sydney Charles, and read in Roman Catholic, 
Anglican, Methodist and Presbyterian churches last 
Sunday. 

It, expressed thanks to God that Grenadians could 
now look fo rward to a life of freedom and peace. This 
follows the recent political upheaval which saw a bloody 
military coup and a joint United States -Caribbean force 
landing to oust the army rulers and restore democratic 
rule. _ 

"Our gratitude goes out also to all who made this 
possible by answering the appeal of the Governor Gerier­
al," the message said, "and particularly to the American 
and Caribbean fo rces who responded to the call for 
help." 

The message offered, as the church's first concern, 
"sympathy and prayers to the bereaved relatives and to 
the wounded and suffering." 

"The challenges that face us now are immense," the 
message said. "Under God, we must make our country a 
place of peace based on justice, truth, love and freedom." 

"The Governor General has announced we will have 
elections within a year," the message said, "and it is 
there imperative that, as a nation, we prepare ourselves 
adequately fo r all that this involves." 

"The next step is to 
study what the Grenadian 
people want and to give 
them what they want 
when they decide," said 
the former minister, who 
was a close friend of slain 
Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop. 

Asked if he would try to 
revive the 12-year-old 
New ,Jewel Movement, 
whose hold on the reins of 
power was removed when 
the army took power after 
killing Bishop on October 
19. Radix indicated that 
this would depend on what 
the people wanted. 

Radix, who took refuge 
in the Cuban Embassy 
when the U.S- led fo rces 
intervened six days after 
Bishop's death to topple 
to military regime, called 
on the Americans to go 
home and allow the Gre-

nadian people to solve 
their own problem. 

A barrister-at-law, Ra­
dix was detained by the 
People 's Revolutionary 
Army after he had led a 

mid-October demonstra­
t ion protesting Bishop be­
ing placed under house 
arrest. Supporters later 
freed Bishop who precip­
itating the military coup. 

Meeting challenge~(~ 
WASHINGTON ,( CANA- of Grenada on October 25, 
Reuter)- U.S. Defence adding: 
Secretary Caspar Wein- "By demonstrating that 
berger said today the inva- we have the ability, and 
sion of Grenada showed the will , to meet these 
the Soviet Union it is not challenges we also help 
in its interest to challenge convince our adversaries 
the United States. that it is not. in their 

He said in a speech to a interest to th reaten free­
veterans' group that the <lorn. 
Soviet Un ion had in- "We send a clear signal 
creased its ability to that the United States will 
threaten freedom not only not allow its citizens to be 
un its borders but also in threatened, that we will 
the Western Hemisphere. not be held hostage to 

He said U.S. fo rces, nations which do not 
however, responded to share our abhorrence of 
that threat in the invasion war and tyranny," he said. KENRICK RADIX 
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Deceitful regime 
turned on itself • 

C at 
From ANDY JOHNSON, St George's 

MORE AND MORE, as Grenadians con­
tinue to throw off the yoke of socialist 
containment and outright repression, 
Grenada is revealed as having been run 
by a wicked, v indictive , deceitful and 
mistrustful regime which turned on it­
self when the going got decidedly rough 
and the truth had ~nfronted. 

It was a r egime ~ 'tirilliant, charismatic 
young lawyer who ,,;-ould break all the rules by 
which he had lived and build an impressive ca­
reer; a regiaie which lied and kept secret from its 
~ 'in ,rrder Ji;eep them people under con-
trol; a l-iifflilrlr.11'1dbflr.. e its own laws in order 
.to silence critics -exerciae naked power. 
That is what the socialist revolution in Grenada 
was all about. 

BITTER STRUGGLES 
Lloyd Noel, a 48-year-old lawyer and founda­

tion i,aember of Joint Endeavour for Welfare, 
Eclucalien aed Liberation (.Jewel), wu &pending 
lli8 aixth clay t • the bands of 
the regime he wldeh he •rved 
as its first Attorney neral after the March 
19'19 eoup which propelled the party into power 
in Grenada. 

Noel. a native of Gouyave, had been put in 
detention on July 11, 1981, after he had led a 
aeriea of challenges agaimt what he couidered to 
be the exceues and the betrayal of prior prin­
eiples by the Bishop government. 

"All during my two years and three montha in 
priaon nobody ever came to 
ask me my name or to interrogate me as the cauae 
of my detention," Noel said on Wednesday. Be 
utd the charges agaiut him were that he had 
lfeen involved in the publication of a newspaper, 
the.,Grenaclian Voice, which wu critical of some 

--of the actiqn taken agaimt the human rights of 
ordinary Grenadiau. 
' !They simply turned their backs on their own 
principle that people should have the right to 
speak up when things • PLEASE turn to Page 27 
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Bishop regime turned on self 
e FROM Page 1 
ngs go wrong." Noel said, adding that this was one of the 
principal grounds on which the movement had fought 
h:,•er struggle$ against tLe regime of-Eric Gairv beforP. 
he was ovenhrowu in a cuup whi<·h Nme:I said he never 
fa,·11ured and wasn't a part of. 

He agreed tu join the new government as Attorney 
General some months after March 19, 1979, with the 
assurance from Maurice Bishop that the NJM would 
hold early elect ions and !egi cimise their occupation of 
leadership in Grenada. "He told T om Adams in my 
presence on the phone," Noel said, " that they were going 
to hold elections soon, very soon." 

Instead, he said, the movement changed its stance 
from being the provisional revolutionary government to 
the People's Revolutionary Government almost without 
notice. and thereafter it had no desire to turn back. 

He said that in all the movement's years of mobilising 
Grenadian people against Gairy's 20-odd year rule, "we 
never sold the people any Marxist line, in the sense that 
we were going to do anything which ran counter to 
justice. human rights, respect for property and so on." 
He said. therefore that the party had begun to move "too 
fast" along the Marxist road once they had seized power. 

He spoke of the PRG's seizure of the Coca Cola 
factory and its taking over of banks in the country, 
without justification or without giving proper rationale 
or doing it other than that was the Marxist way to 
function . 

He spoke of Bishop's resentment when he (Noel) 
det"ided to represent one of the men who were charged 
with the bo111bing of the PRG rally in 1980. "They felt 
that I should not represent a man who was charged with 
a nime against the government and because he was an 
affused murderer. 

But Bishop had represented the man who was accused 
11f killing Innocent Belmar who was Gairy 's police chief. 
Noel pointed out. and he represented accused murderer 
Desmond Trotter in Dominica, people in Guyana. Ja­
maica and elsewhere in the Caribbean. 

Noel also challenged the PRG's passport lawafter he 
resivned from the government and the party in ,June. 
198(1. and was on a Commonwealth Law Fellowship in 
L11ndon . England. He wrote telling Grenadians that they 
had to resist such laws because they were "terrible and 
Dranmian" and that the time might come when it would 
lw :· 1110 _late" for them to resist the excuses of the Bishop 
ft:':,!llllt'. 

"At that point I knew tht they would be looking for 
mP. hut I rnuld not care. because I felt that they were 
hNraying all what they stood for ," he said. • 

On his return to Grenada in 1981. Noel said he 
l'hallenged the PHG's detention of Ralph Thompson. 
wh11m he described as the ·.)" in ,Jewel. because Thomp­
s11n had dared to criticise the actions of the government 
in fa, ·ouring persons who had become close to it onl~­
alt er !\larl'h 19. 1979. and forgetting those who had 
struggled with it from the inception. "The~- found I had 
IHI right t11 do that." he sa id. 

Hl• said the~- disa llowed a writ of Habeus Corpus he 
brought in Tlwmpson's favou r. and the matter was 
, talemat ed unt ii Thompson died in hospit al as a result 
,,1· his being in detention without trial. "The~- just called 
his wire and gaYe her his body and that was it. " Noel 
sa id. " He had 11 chi ld lren." 

He sp11ke of his attempt to represent Strachan Phillip. 
another N,JM sta lwart from "t he ea rl~- da~·s". who. along 
with Huds11n Austi11 . helped lead the att ack 1111 the True 
harra,·k, in the o\"erthrmv of (;a ir~-. But l 'hillip was 
killed in suspicious circumstances after he was said to 

. ... e been 111volved in the .June 19, 1980 bombings. 
"Up tu now if you go to his house in St David's you 

will see the bullet holes all over his house. It is like a 
s tr:1i n e r.'0 N,>el Gaio. 

,\Joel also corrobo, -,, .,rj what other Grenadians said 
about the PRG's confiscation of private property, adding 
to tha1 which they had declared, while in opposition, was 
illegally taken by Gairy. He said it was going against 
everything tne PRG • had ever said while it was in 
opposition fo r the party to appropriate private lanc;l and 
such operations as the country's banana and nutmeg 
boards. 

"There was no reason for them to do that. There was 
already enough state land, but when I told Maurice these 
things he would say that that is how socialism should 
function . 

"They went and manipulated all the trade unions, 
putting in top party people in the leadership of the 
unions. and that was something we used to criticise 
Gairy for." he added. 

"When these things became the pattern of the govern­
ment, I decided once and fur all that we had to part 
company." Noel said. From mid-1980. therefore. his days 
were numbered and the publication of the Grenadian 
Voice was the "last straw" in the eyes of the PHG. 

"We broke no law. In fact we were operating totally in 
accordance with Maurice 's own law about publications, 
but they felt that we were giving the masses the 
11pportunity to be critical and that this would open the 
eyes of I he people and thereby to create confusion for 
the re\·olution. 

He said his incarceration had the effect both of 
signalling to Grenadians that if Lloyd Noel c-ould he put 
under maimers by his own friends and colleagues for 
what amounted merely t11 challenging their rule. then it 
rnuld happen 111 anybody in Grenada. hut al the same 
time. it also began to show the world that the \"i11lation 
of basic right s was part 11f the style of g11wrnmenl 
am11ng the PRG. 

During his detention . Noel said. his mother-in-law 
died and alt hough her bod~· was in a funeral home in St 
Ce11rge 's. for eight days his se,·eral requests to Hishop for 
him to at least g11 and view tlw hod~- w..re all ignored. 

The secrets the regime kt·pt from the pe11ple included 
the fa(·i that there were pl'oplp·en•n in the pa rt~· who did 
n11t know of the existe11n· of the :\.J\I (·entral !'ommit­
tee. whkh was the final clet"isi11n -making hpd~- in the 
party and the gm·ernnH·nt. 

•Historirnl hindsight should tPal'h us that this was 
ont' of the fundamenta l nrors of the part~·-" Hishop's 
former pn•ss secretar~· D11n lfojas told a group of 
n•port er, lwn· last weP kl'tHI. 

He sa id p,•oplt• in till' l'ot1 ntr~- had no idea of how 
pan~- poli, -~- was made ancl who made it. The Central 
C1 ► mmittt'P ,·omprised 1,-, nwmhers. with Phyllis Coard 
h(•ing tht' lont.,) \\'orna n. 

.-\m11ng them Wl're at IPast fin• memhers of the a rmed 
for!'es induding 1-{.udson Aust in . l.l'o n Cornwall wh11 was 
l,rnught ha!'k to -(;rpnacla from his ambassadorship in 
Cuha and Christopher Stroud. another member of the 
short -liH•d HeY11lutionan· i\lilitan· Counci l. All week 
(;renadia ns were asking· where tliis central committee 
had l'ome from and on what authorit,· did it make some 
of tlw decisions which affec ted the ii\·es of the people. 
Hishop had n11t heen honest whe.n he gave a figure t11 the 
Caril'om Heads 11f Gm·ernment C11nference in Port of 
Spa in last .Juh- ahout the number of people sti ll being 
held in det ent i;,n_ most of them without charge or trial. 

\\"lw11 lw was r .. Ieasecl last Thursda~·. Ll11yd Noel said 

there were l U:l detainees at the Richmond Hill Prison in 
St George 's. He said 78 of them were never brought to 
trial and it was not true, as Bishop said on occasion that 
there had not been enough lawyers to bring the detainees 
to trial in Grenada. "There was no charge on which to 
bring them," Noel asse rted. " It was perceived to be part 
of the classical Marxist style that there must be people 
in detention without trial." 

There w,-re a mother and two daughters among seven 
women in detention. The charge against them was 
thrown out by a judge, but they were nevertheless kept 
in detention. A Trinidadian prisoner, who was killed 
while trying to escape custody on the morning of the 
invasion had been held in prison almost a year after his 
nine months' jail term . was up on a conviction for being 
in possession of drugs. _ 

When Berhard Coard announced to the world earlrer 
this ~-ear that Grenada 's economy had grown by 5 per 
cent during the past year, and Bishop and Strachan 
puhlidy endorsed that. they were deliberately lying to 
the people and to the world, acording to Noel and other 
Grenadians in St George's this week. 

One employee of the psychiatric hospital said that 
there was absolutely no evidence to support that claim 
because of what was known to be a rundown in the 
island's nutmeg banana, cocoa and tourist industries, 
which were the main revenue earners. 

"It is · more like Iv that the economy mav have fallen 
off by 10:; per cent· ... Noel asserted. demonstrating that 
there was no way Grenadians could attempt to prove the 
go\·ernment wrong for fear of what could happen to 
tlwm. 

There was no opposition party, for instance, which 
would ha\·e challenged -such statements, Noel said, 
lw.-ause among the dictates of the PRG regime thi!y had 
l!l'lcl Winston \\"hvte in detention for more than four 
_n ·ars bernu~e he • had allegedly attempted to form a 
politirnl part~--

" lmagim· that we lurmed a party to fight Gairy. We 
wl're in opposition and we printed a paper to air our 
\·iews to till' lll'ople. and then whe11 the~· got into power 
tlll'y cle.-icl,·d to put people in jail for doing the same 
things." lw lamented. "And the thing is that the paper 
we print,•d \\as illegal an·ording to laws estahlished by 
(;air~-- and whi.-11 were assented to in international legal 
.-in-ll's.· 

"The o\·erriding theme of conversations with Grena­
dians who ha\·e been expressing their views on the 
1,-adn,hip whid, kept them dosetled and shackled for 
li, ur and a half vears. is that there had been a slide 
drnrnhill fn,m ver~- earl~- after the regime took, power. 

Tl11· situation simply hecame acute when the party 
facl'd squarely the prospects for the revolution in the 
,·,·ars alwad. and rnme to terms with the fact that the 
l'X p,·rinwnt in political domination had resulted in 
"·rinus shortcomings in soc ial and economic progress. 

Th,-~- naturally attempted to lay blame for that on 
sonw quarter and it happened that the lot fell on 
\laurin• Hishop. The charge was that he was not moving 
fast ,·nough to implement party policy and therefore he 
had to he removed. What the rest of the world, whose 
,.,-"" are not heavily focussed on Grenada, must never 
lose sight 111'. according to Lloyd Noel and other Grenadi­
ans. is the face of deterioration over these four and a half 
\ "f:i.l l' S. 

• " It must never be acc~pted," Noel said on Wednesday, 
that this si tuation came about only because of the crisis 
whil'h began on October 1:1. That would be to fall into 
t lw trap Coard a nd Austin have set and it would be 
Wl'i ;n~r to do' so. 
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Delli men tOllgh as 
hell, ,said Bishop 
"DEM MJ:N touch u liell -d I 
jut u ...... We •e a. Tiley 
llave their IBCNleJ -d I have 
miae." 

Michael Ala, chairman of the 
People's Popular Movement (PPM), 
yesterday attributed thoae feteful 
words to slain Prime Minister Mau­
rice Bishop the day before he waa 
executed in a statement iaaued by 
Ala on Th~ on his role in the 
Grenada crisis. 

Ala, who said he went to Grenada 
shortly before the bloodbath there at 
the request · of members of the New 
Jewel Movement (NJM), said he 
was informed of the split in the 
party by deputy P rime Minister 
Bernard Coard on Tuesday, October 
18. 

Among things he said Coard told 
him was that "relations between 
him (Coard) and Maurice (Bishop) 
were becoming strained" and that 
because of the rumour that Coard 
and his wife planned to assassinate 

the Prime Minister, ' 'thiags were at 
a low ebb." • 

Ala said he spoke to other mem­
bers of the NJM central committee 
but could not contact other key 
figures like Unison Whiteman, Vin­
cent Noel and George Louison . 

He also said Coard "had a dis­
tinct fear for his life due to the crisis 

. and particularly the rumour." 
Als also said when he inquired 

about the Cuban role in the NJM 
split, " I was told that the position of 
non-interference in the internal af­
fairs of the NJM was Cuba's posi­
t ion." 

He said he was given minutes of 
central committee meetings, ap­
prised of statements made by certain 
security officials. T he documents 
and the info rmation he received told 
him: 

(I) There was a serious cris is in 
State work, mass work, party work 
and media propaganda; 

(2) There was a crisis of confi-

dence in the NJM's immediate lead-
ership; •• : 

(3) The entire· party was itself 
alarmed; 

(4) A proposal for joint leadership 
with Maurice and Bernard waa one 
definite way out of the above situa­
tion which had developed in the 
party. 

But Als said the situation had 
deteriorated "into a state of com­
plete confusion" because: 

(I) Maurice on his return from 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia decid­
ed to change his mind on the ques­
tion of joint leadership in the NJ M, 
and therefore go against a decision 
of the party, for which an over­
whelming majority, including Mau­
rice, had voted in favour; 

(2) A rumour had been spread 
indicating that the deputy Prime 
Minister and his wife were engaged 
in a plot to kill Maurice Bishop; 

(~) Maurice had been placed un­
der house arrest: 

(4) The entire hierarchy of the 
party waa split. 

Als said he sought and got J)t!r­
mission to see Bishop and they 
spoke for over two hours on the day 
before crowds freed Bishop from 
house arrest. 

"We first greeted and hugged each 
other," Als said. "He jokingly indi­
cated that I had maee a major 
breakthrough since the only other 
persons allowed to see him were 
Jackie (former Education Minister 
Creft), who was also under house 
arrest, and his mother." 

Als said when he raised the issues 
with Bishop, Bishop said he was 
very concerned about what was 
going on. 

Said Als: " He (Bishop) was not 
clear what could have been done in 
the situation since the party, with 
the exception of a few comrades, 
were agai nst him." 

Als also said Bishop admitted 
that· after agreeing to joint lead-

MICHAELALS 
ership he had changed his mind 
"since he waa not clear how it would 
operate." Bishop also reportedly said 
he did not want to be relieved of 
'strategy and tactics' because control 
of the party would then "lean heavi­
ly on Bernard" and he was "not 
prepared to allow this to happen." 

Bishop waa also quoted as saying 
that relations hetween himself and 
Coard "were in a poor state." He 
had been made suspicious because 
Coard had not turned up at tbe 
airport to meet him "as he usually 
did when he returned from a major 
t rip. He felt something was up." 

Bishop also "vehemently deried 
any part icipation in the rumo/ir" 
and although "a number of people 
had warned him about Bernard. he 
had always dealt firmly with such 
persons since he did not believe such 
nonsense." 

Als said Bishop ··was of the view 
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Bishop:~They have their model, I haVe mine 
• ALS from Page 2 

that the large body of the party 
members were against him based on 
his self-confessed weaknesses in the 
area of party work. They did not 
take into corn,ideration that he had 
tremendous responsibilities and that 
there was only so much a person 
could do." 

The decision to detain him "had 
onlv cemented the differences," Als 
rep;,rte.d Rishop as saying. and that 
" the use of the radio bv General 
Austin and Major (Liam) Cornwall 
wa~ unfair sin('e they did not gi·,e 
his side of the ston·." 

Als said he asked Bishop about 
his health. "He said he had a queasy 
stomad1 hut he was oka~·- He was 

smoking inct.;santly and appeared to 
be in a state of mental agitation." 

Als said he also told Bishop that 
prior to coming to see him. Cletus St 
Paul. Rishop's security chief. had 
"given a statement to security impli­
cating him (Bishop) in the rumour." 
Rishop was shaken by this. Als said. 
and indicated it was a plot to dis­
cred it him. 

Als then said he and Bishop 
"eame down to the proposals I 
thou!!hl would or ("(>llld be useful if 
h.it h. parties would agree to it." 

These were: 
(I\ That he speak to the nation in 

his cap,ll·ity as Prime Minister even 
if it meant a l"ontrolled speech. i.e. 
one agreed upon hy the l'entral com­
millet' and himself. rnllinr. for l·alm 

and indicating a settlement of the 
crisis was in sight: 

(:Z) That the deputy Prime Min­
ister and himself meet immediately 
(that night) and thrash out their 
differenees in the name of the party, 
the _rernlution and the people: 

r:l) \\"ork out a line that would 
squash the rumour talk immediately 
since that was the real storm of the 
crisis: 

(.J) See if the Cubans would play a 
role in the matter since the N,JM 
and the CCP (Communist Party of 
Cuba) were dose. 

Als said Bishop told him he "had 
no diffirnlties with the radio hroad­
l"ast'' hut that \\"hiteman and Loui­
son "should be nart ,. t II draft inl( it 
up". The clifli;·ult;- here. Ri~hop 

reportedly said, was that 
and Cornwall had already 
one-sided approach in his 
the matter." , 

"Austin 
given a 
view of 

Bishop also reportedly told Als he 
would "reallv like to discuss matters 
with Bernard" and he had said all he 
had to say on "this rumour non­
sense." 

Als said Bishop then told him in 
parting: "Boy. dem men tough as 
hell and I just as tough. We go see. 
The\' haYe their model and I have 
mine." 

Said Als: "We shook hands. I told 
him to l(ive ,Jackie my regards." 

Following this meeting, Als said 
he was told Bishop had then had a 
meetinl( with a four-person dele­
gatio!l of the central committee and 

at that meeting these proposals were 
put forward: 

(I) He (Bishop) remain as the 
Prime Minister and leader of the 
revolution; 

(2) He admits responsibility for 
the crisis; 

(3) He abides by the decision of 
the party on the question of joint 
leadership. 

That night, Als said, Whiteman 
told Radio Antilles he had resigned 
as Foreign Minister and that Loui­
son, Norris Bain and Tourism Min­
ister Ramdhanny had also resigned 
with a resignation expected from 
Creft. -- • 

The following day, Wednesday, 
October 19, crowds freed Bishop 
from house arrest. Said Als: "The 
widest cross section of the Grenada 
population was there." 
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RESULTS OF A SUNDAY_ EXPRESS 
POLL ON THE GRENADA CRISIS 

THE EXECUTION of Maurice Bish­
op and several of his Cabinet Min­
isters in Grenada on October l9, l983 
and the establishment of a new Revo­
lutionary Military Council under the 
leadership of General Hudson Austin 
generated a tremendous amount of 
concern and anxiety in Caribbean and 
American ruling circles, leading even­
tually to a decision by the Organisa-
tion of Eastern Caribbean States, 
Jamaica and Barbados, to invite the 
United States to lead an invasion of 

Grenada to restore 'order and democ­
racy' and dismantle a regime which 
appeared to be moving inexorably into 
the Soviet Bloc. 

There was a tremendous amount of 
public debate as to whether it was 
advisable to negotiate first with the 
new military regime - the solution 
favoured by the President of Guyana 
and the Prime Minister of Trinidad 
and Tobago and which was 'agreed' to 
by the Heads of Caricom States at a . 

meeting held at the Hilton Hotel on 
October 22 and 23 ( or at least so it 
was thought) - or to invade Grenada 
immediately to knock out the regime 
before it could take pre-emptive de­
fensive steps. 

In order to discern how the people 
of Trinidad and Tobago reacted to 
this fundamentally new development 
in Caribbean politics, 502 persons 
chosen from t5 representative popula­
tion centres were interviewed by ll 
field operators on October 28 and 29. 

The sample was asked first of all 
whether -'they believed that there 
should first have been negotiations 
with the RMC designed to settle the 
issues involved without the use of 
force, or whether they believed that 
force was the only alternative. 

An overwhelming majority (63 per 
cent) was of the view that the latter 
was the case, with only 28 per cent 
taking a position which supported 
that of the •Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago. 
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1,000 victims of U.S. aggression? 
The contretemps in Gre­
nada has again dominated 
the world's airwaves in 
the.past week, as the Ca­
ribbean Interpreters and 
Translators Bureau mon­
itored shortwave broad-

-casts for the SUNDAY 
EXPRESS: 
• RADIO NETHER­
LANDS (English): Gre­
nada, a member country of 

the British Common­
wealth, has been invaded 
by the Americans against 
the express wishes of the 
British Prime Minister, 
Margaret Thatcher. 

The affair has caused a 
bigger Washington-Lon­
don rift than Whitehall 
was initially prepared to 
admit. The Governor Gen­
eral's admission that he 

personally asked the 
Americans to invade has 
made things worse. But 
the British Government 
insists that it has no pow­
er whatever over the for­
mer colony. Nine years 
ago Grenada became fully 
independent. 

Admittedly, the Gover­
nor General, Sir Paul 
Scoon, is the Queen's ree-

resentative. But he rep­
resents the Queen of 
Grenada, who can only 
ask the government of 
Grenada, not the London 
government, for any ad­
vice on Grenadian mat-
ters. ' 

If it can be avoided that 
Britain is dragged in be­
cause of the constitutional 
situation, there is still th~ 

fear, voiced by quite a few 
in London, that Sir Paul 
Scoon may allow Wash­
ington to install him as 
head of a right-wing pup­
pet government. Whatever 
happens, Whitehall wants 
to avoid Queen Elizabeth 
being portrayed as the 
monarch who props up 
U.S. imperialism in the 
Caribbean. 

exoress radio ... 

The -British are pre­
pared to make recommen­
dations on the elections 
due to be held but Mrs 
Thatcher does not want to 
contribute to a Common­
wealth peace force for 
Grenada. 

RADIO MOSCOW 
(Spanish): The US ag­
gression in the Caribbean 
basin is taking on a more 
dangerous character. Fol-

lowing the invasion of 
Gren~da one week ago, 
'.",merican marines landed 
m the tiny island of Car­
riacou, a dependency of 
Grenada . The interventio­
~ists carried out in both 
islands punitive opera ' 
tions. 

According to reports, 
the number of victims of 
the new terrorist actions 
of Washington is about 
1,000. In its attempt to 
~reak t~e resistance of the 
i'J:~ad1l:'n patriots, Wash­
use t'fi., ~ threatening to 
captured''19.an technicians 
hostages. ~.¼_ island as 

RADIO Nb ­
LANDS (English):"V.Jt­
and China have made im­
portant progress toward 
resolving the long-stand­
ing border dispute be­
tween the two countries. 
After ·week-long official 
talks recently concluded in 
New Delhi, our correspon­
dent filed this report: 

This was the fourth 
round of official-level talks 
between New Delhi and 
Peking on the border 
question, and for the first 
time in two decades there 
were visible signs of?. gen­
uine· willingness to resolve 
the issue once and for all. 
The boundary dispute, 

which provoked a full ­
scale war between India 
and Chin.a in 1962, in­
volves 33,000 kilometres 
in the western sector of 
the Sino-Indian border 
which India contends is 
under illegal occupation by 
China. 

For its part, China 
maintains that the 1Mac­
Mahon Line in the eastern 
sector had deprived it of 
19,000 square kilometres 
and questions the legiti­
macy of Indian territory of 
over 2,000 square ki­
lometres in the mididle 
sector. So far no headway 
was possible, as each side 
continued to justify its 
own claims and maintain 
rigid positions_ throughout 

• SEE next page 
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the past three rounds of 
talks. 

In marked contrast, last 
week's talks resulted in an 

· agreement by both sides to 
incorporate both the Indi­
an and Chinese ap­
proaches to the border 
question and evolve a sat­
isfactory solution to the 
problem. 

Official sources in the 
Indian foreign ministry 
said t hat there was con­
currence on the consider­
at io n of hi sto ri ca l 
evidence, custom and tra­
dition as important factors 
involved in an agreed fo r­
mula for determining t.he 
boundary .. Both sides also 
agreed to draw up a com­
mon set of principles, in­
cluding one which 
conceded the inadvisabili ­
ty of the use of force in 
settling border disputes. 

VOICE OF AMERI­
CA (English): T he Zim­
babwe government stated 
that former P rime Min­
ister Bishop Abel Muzore­
wa was arrested because 
he is suspected of having 
subversive connections 
with South Africa. Bishop 
Muzorewa's UANC party 
charged that the arrest is 
part of the Zimbabwe gov­
ernment's plans to muzzle 
opposition parties in the 
country. ' 

Zimbabwe Minister of 
Sec•Jrity Emerson Mu­
nongagwa said that Bish­
op Muzorewa was arrested 
because it had been dis­
covered that the Bishop 
had planned to travel to 
South Africa. Munongag­
wa alleged that Bishop 
Muzorewa was intending 
to meet with his intimate 
friends in the leadership of 
the South African govern-
ment. • 

VOICE OF AMERI­
CA (English): Tactical 
aircraft have been flown to 
P1.,~rto Rico for possible 
support of US forces on_ 
Grenada. 

BBC (English): Cuban 
diplomats at various 
points around the Carib-

Cuba seen as 
Carib menace 
bean are bearing the brunt 
of criticism of Havana's 
allege<lly subversive role in 
the region. 

The U.S.- Ied invasion 
of Grenada should have 
given Cuba a powerful 
propaganda weapon for 
criticis ing the heavy­
handed activities of Uncle 
Sam in the Caribbean. 
But instead, many officials 
in Havana find themselves 
preoccupied with salvaging 
v·hat they can of Cuba's 
battered reputation in the 
region. 

T he Grenadian Gover­
nor General, Sir Paul 
Scoon, has ordered the 
Cuban Ambassador to 
leave as arrangements go 
ahead to repatriate the 
seven hundred or more 
Cuban troops, technical 
advisers and workmen 

who had been living on 
the islRnd during Mr Bish­
op's Marxist regime. 

In Jamaica, a Cuban 
journalist has been impli­
cated in an alleged Soviet 
plot to murder a Jamaican 
diplomat, and in Suri­
name, Colonel Desi Bou­
terse, who seized power 
last year, has suddenly 
turned against his Cuban 
friends. Last week, he told 
the Ambassador to leave, 
now, he is expelling more 
than a hundred Cuban 
diplomats and advisers. 

DiplomatJ are used to 
being dressed down when 
their governments trans­
gress what their host 
country considers to be 
civilised behaviour. • 

The scale and speed of 
the _µresent expulsions are 
most unusual. It reflects 
the belief in Washington 
and among many of its 
allies that Cuban diplo­
matic personnel are them­
selves involved in highly 
susbversive actions, some­
t imes geared to undermin­
ing the authority of the 
host ~overnment, and fo­
menting dissent. 

For several years, west­
ern intelligence sources 
have been insisting that 
President Castro is sys­
tematically filling vacant 
ambassadorial posts with 
top officials from the Cu­
ban ecret Servi'ce. They 
accuse the Cubans of mas­
ter-m inding gun-running 
to revolutionary groups 
committed to the over­
throw of right-wing re­
gimes in Latin America. 
There were widespread 
fears in Central America 
and the Caribbean t hat 
the Cubans, and by impli­
cation their Soviet allies, 
were planning to use Gre­
nada as a bast! for covert 
operations. 

The United States has 
recently intensified its ef­
fo rts to discredit the Cu­
bans amongst their 
Spanish-speaking neigh­
bours. U.S .-Cuban rela­
tions are at their lowest 
ebb since the Cuban mis- . 
sile crisis 20 years ago. 
The Cubans have now ac­
cused the American forces 
in Grenada of holding as 
hostages its diplomatic 
per&onnel and prisoners 
captured during the fight­
ing, and has branded U.S. 
policy as irrational. 

President Castro be­
lieves that Washington is 
cultivating hysteria and 
paranoia about the so­
called red menace in the 
Caribbean. He must have 
smiled at the fruitless U.S 
assault yesterday on the 
tiny island of Carriacou, 
off the coast of Grenada, 
.where the Americans had 
hoped to uncover some 
Cubans. 

But there is nothing 
else in the present situa­
tion to amuse him. The 
United States has an air­
crnft carrier and several 
other vessels joining its 
forces in the Caribbean in 
a show of strength aimed 
at deterring any further 
Cuban adventurism. 
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Living in the shadow of 'Big Brother' 
NQ_TH ING succeeds 
like success, so that it 
is not surpr ising that a 
number of persons who 
opposed the American 
invasion of Grenada 
and many more who 
were wavering, are 
now jubilantly support­
ing the participants. 

The Grenadian people, 
too, overwhelmingly gave 
thanks to those whom 
they regard as their res-
cuers. DR SOLOMON 

That, of course, was to be expected. A tre­
mendous burden has been lifted from their 
shoulders and in such circumtances, they are 
not likely to look a gift horse in the mouth. The 
fact that there will be a price to pay later on has 
not entered their minds. 

The politicians however, cannot be so easily 
dismissed. They at least should have understood 
the deeper implications of what they proposed 
to visit on the people of Grenada and not 
allowed themselves to be panicked into prema­
ture action which would have far-reaching con­
sequences. 

One of the immediate dangers, of course, was 
avoided by the manner in which the so-called 
multi-national forces were deployed. Had the 
Caricom troops been used in active combat and 
suffered the casualties visited on the U.S. sol­
diers, the praise and benediction now showered 
on the Caricom leaders would have been re­
placed by bitter tears and reproaches on the 
part of bereaved relatives, who would not see 
any reason why their loved ones shoµld be killed 
fighting against people who had done them no 
hdrm. 

As it is, Tom Adams can speak emotively of 
the heroism and self-sarifice of the Barbadian 
soldiers, who show magnificent courage in 
guarding unarmed Cuban prisoners of war and 
the few public buildings· that were not destroyed 
by American bombs and heavy artillery. 

In the midst of all the fighting t he U.S. 
commanders still found time to discriminate 
against the foreign press, more particularly from 
countries that were less than enthusiastic about 
the invasion. Apparently restrictions of human 
rights and • freedoms, including freedum of the 
press, is a violation only when committed by 

Marxists. 
The excuse that security was involved is just 

so much eye-wash- What the Americans were 
concerned about was that only favourable re­
porting would occur and that the horrible, even 
criminal blunders by the army would not be 
made public until a plausible explanation could 
be manufactured. The bombing of a mental 
hospital with the ki lling of 40-odd inmates is a 
case in point. 

Meanwhile the diplomatic situation becomes 
"curiouser and curiouser", as Alice would say. 

Prime Minister Adams of Barbados claims 
that the first ,suggestion of U.S. intervention in 
Grenada ca;,1e from a U.S. official who wanted 
to stage a rescue operation to free Maurice 
Bishop. President Reagan denies that any such 
thing took place, but he and Tom Adams do not 
accuse each other of lying. 

Prime Minister Chambers complains that he 
was not informed of the firm decision to invade 
until after the event and then only through the 
U.S. Ambassador. Tom Adams says he told our 
High Commissioner, Basil Pitt, before the 
Heads of Caricom meeting in Port of Spain and 
asked him to convey it to his Prime Minister. 
Basil Pitt denies this and Adams calls him an 
outright liar. 

TAl'f IH.COH ll 

Seaga says of the invasion: "We made our 
plans in great secrecy. Hence we did not express 
the plans to those countries, who are com­
plaining they did not know because we did not 
want anything to leak out and it is a good thing 
we did because we had traitors among us." Who 
is lying, Pitt, Adams or Seaga? 

Adams is reported _to have said that he has a 
tape record of the conversation between himself 
and Basil Pitt which he is forwarding to Prime 
Minister Chambers. Shades of Watergate! I 
wonder if there is a Rose Mary Woods in the 
picture, too. 

I cannot predict how this controversy will 
end, but nothing in Basil Pitt's history gives 
one to believe that he is either a fool or a knave. 
I also find it extremely difficult to believe that, 
if Tom Adams had confided to Pitt the fact of 
the impending invasion, the Barbados delegte to 
the Port of Spain meeting would not have had 
occasion to mentiuf, it, even casually, to George 

I 

Chambers in which case Chambers would not 
have stated categorically that he had been kept 
in ignorance, without himself being called an 
outright liar by a crude Barbados Prime Min­
ister, who is obviously unschooled in the lan­
guage of diplomacy. 

Furthermore, all the talk of secrecy is just 
sheer rubbish. Long before the Port of Spain 
meeting, discussions were going on about the 
possibility of military intervention in Grenada 
and more than one OECS Head of Government 
made statements to the press along those lines. 
After so much publicity, did these sawdust 
Caesars really believe that Hudson Austin and 
Co. were not preparing their defences and 
keeping a watchful eye night and day? 

To say that a leak from the Port of Spain 
meeting, whoever was responsible , was any 
more dangerous than the outspoken comments 
by Caricom leaders before-hand is utter non­
sense. 

The plain fact is that the American paranoia 
about communism, at its height under the 
Reagan administrtion, was skill fully injected 
into the minds of some Caricom leaders, ably 
supported by the egomania of some and the 
poverty of others. The British Foreign Secre­
tary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, was only 'too right 
when he said that while the U.S. could assess 
the security sitution in their own way, there is 
no justification for crossing the territorial bor­
ders of another country just because you disap­
prove of the type of government they have. 

I may add to this, that many of the sancti­
monious hypocrites who talk about restoring 
human rights and freedoms to the people of 
Grenada will not lift a finger to impose econom­
ic santions, let alone military force, against 
South Africa, where 70 per cent of the popula­
tion are not only denied human rights, but are 
treated like a sub-human species with no rights 
of any kind. 

American reaction to the communist bogey 
has reached its highest stage of hysteria since 
the McCarthy era but, fortunately for the Amer­
ican people, it is turned outwards, rather than 
inwards against themselves. And so every coun­
try, however small or impoverished, which de­
cides on a way of life different from that 
approved by Big Brother, immediately becomes ­
a threat to the U.S. monolith. 

In the view of the American President, the 

arms build-up in Grenada and the construction 
of an international airport were designed for the 
sole purpose of launching an attack on the other 
islands in the region, one by one. 

That is absurd. I do not know why it is that 
so many people are willing to believe that the 
Soviets and the Cubans are idiots. If they were 
they would not have survived so long in a world 
which was largely hostile from the inception of 
the 1917 revolution _ 

It should be clear to anyone with an unpreju­
diced mind that the one thing which would 
justify American int~vention would be an at­
tack on an independent state, whose shout for 
help would be heard all the way to the United 
Nations as well as Washington. 

SO-CALLED PATRIOTS 

The obvious reason for the fortification of 
Grenada was to stave off an invasion of Grena­
da by so-called patriots, much like the Bay of 
Pigs invasion of Cuba under President John F. 
Kennedy, an invasion which failed because 
Kennedy did not want it to become an obvious 
U.S. effort and held back air supporot at the 
crucial moment . Reagan is much more hawkish 
than Kennedy and certainly has learned a 
lesson from the "Bay of Pigs fiasco". 

As to the airport, the British company in­
volved in its construction has categoricallv 
denied that it is designed for military purposes, 
pointing out that there are no less than 11 
special facilities needed at a military air-base, 
norie of which was being installed at Point 
Salines. 

Now that we are approaching the end of 
hostilities, the task uf reconstructing Grenada, 
physically ·and socially, will have to be started 
soon. In spite of press restrictions there is 
ample evidence of considerable devastation in 
cti tain areas and reparation will be costly and 
time-consuming. The Grenadian people have 
had more than one cup of"sorrow to drink since 
independence and there will probably be others-

Meanwhile, let us wish them well in their 
efforts at reconstruction, for they are still our 
brothers. 
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SUNDAY OPINION 

Liberty first 
THE FLUSHING-OUT was in essence designed 
operation in Grenada is to protect the people of 
almost at an end and the smaller nations from the 
suggestion has been made ambitions of larger and 
from the Department of more powerful states. It 
Defense that U.S. opera- cold never have envi-
tions in that country will sag~d the unique combi-
be winding down. Having nat10n of events in 
earlier expressed regret Grenada, neither could it 
over the necessity of in- have aniticipated the 
volvipg the Americans in closeness of the Caribbe.:. 
what is e_ssentially a Ca- an family, merely sepa-
ribbean matter, we are rated by water and the 
most encouraged at these politics of sovereignty. 
early signals of withdra- No one can deny that 
wal. It is to be hoped that the people of Grenada 
the U.S. will now capital- were trapped. They were 
ize on the goodwill they trapped by men who not 
have built for themselves only threatened to shoot 
by leaving as early as on sight if • instructions 
possible now that the were not followed, but 
main task has been ac- who demonstrated their 
complished. wilingness to do so by 

One could speculate shooting their former 
from now until Doomsday lea~ers_ and several of , 
about President Reagan's their mnocent countr y­
motives, but the simple men and women. 
fact is that without his Can there be any logic, 
intervention, the people then, to the argument 
of Grenada would today that such a murderous 
b~ living under the gun of gang ~f cutthroats had 
a murderous regime of v~sted m them the sover­
thugs. England Canada eignty of Grenada, and 
other Common~ealth and that international law, 
European countries and therefore, required that 
of course, the Easter~ the population should ei­
bloc would have done all ther remain in captivity 
their denouncing from or be m~rdered whenever 
the safety of their shores. they resisted? Conversely, 

Even the Government ~ow were these terror­
of this country, having •z~d people to be freed 
previously announc d without external assis-
th 

• e tance? 
at 1t would not sit down : • 

at the same table for dis- It 1s now history that 
cussions with "General" Governor General Sir 
Austin and his reg· Paul Scoon who rep­
would have had to }f.tJ resenJs t~e o~ly li~k with 
some miraculous way to conshtuhonahty m Gre­
give effect to its decis" nada (a tenuous one, we 
to attempt negotiations•: . a"!-"e fo!ce~ to admit) offi­
a first step. Indeed it cially •~v1ted external in­
would have been ·t tervent1on. That appears 
feat to negotiate ~i~: ! to have s~tisfied certain 
murderous group of men °! the purists and to have 
with whom we had pre- g!':en some degree of le­
viously announced we gitm~acy to t~e multi-lat-

t 
eral mtervenhon. 

were no prepared to as-1.eemeni inat mu.r uc1> ~ 

talk. - - ~••"- uo- been framed to meet en­
erty ~f the in~ividual. If tire l y different 
that ~ere so 1t would . be circumstamces. The only 
meaningless to subscr~be principles that can las­
t«;> the fundamen~al prm- tingly endure are those 
c1ples_ of the Umted Na- that are in the final anal­
tions ~barter which are ysis, ~oncerned about 
essentially based upon the achieving human justice. 
dignity and worth of the We deeply regret that our 
individual. government was unable 

The rule of territorial to understand this and 
integrity was, in our chose instead a cou~se of 
view, constructed to meet action tha" in effect aban­
an en_tirely different set doned the people of Gre­
of circumstances, and nada to their fate. 
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MICHAEL MANLEY 

Grenada 
KINGSTON - Let us 
begin by accepting that 
the invasion of the in­
dependent and sover­
eign state of Grenada 
by the military forces 
of the U.S.A. is popular 
throughout the smaller 
islands of the Eastern 
Caribbean region and 
has majority support in 
Jamaica. 

Nonetheless it is, in my 
view, wrong. Furthermore, 
I believe that it is going to 
set a precedent which we 
the Caribbean people will 
regret bitterly one day. MANLEY 

I was among the first in the world to de­
nounce absolutely the detention and subsequent 

, , ki)Jipg ,of Maul'ice Bishup. The party which I 
led was united in the call for the non-recogni­
tion and isolation of the ruling military council 
and for Caricom and international action such 
as selective sanctions to secure the downfall of 
that regime. So when I state my position, I do 
not speak as any apologist for the events which 
came before the invasion. 

When there is a murder, there is often the 
temptation to follow it with lynching. Lynch­
ings often enjoy vast, emotional support at the 
moment. This does not make them right. Lynch 
law is the end of civilisation even where the 
man who hangs from the tree was clearly and 
unmistakably guilty. Accordingly, the popularity 

£y._p-'iJL ~ s rue~ 6 1C)'t3 

invasion will be reg~·etted 
of the invasion does not influe·nce our judgment 
of the matter. 

There is a principle in international relations 
that is sacred above all others. It is the principle 
of the sanctity of the sovereign territory. It is 
the principle which provides that foreign forces 
must never enter another man's territory unless 
properly invited by the duly constituted author­
ity of that country to help it defend itself from 
some·external threat. 

It is further understood that an invasion to 
save one's nationals under real threat in another 
country can be a special circumstance in justify­
ing military intervention limited to the rescue 
of the nationals so threatened. 

Therefore, when we all go out on an emotion­
al joyride about U.S. troops defeating the army 
of Grenada with its population of about 110,000 
, what we are celebrating is the abrogation of 
this most fundamental principle. Furthermore, 
the smaller we are the greater is our dependence 
on the principle and the more serious the 
implications of the breach. 

ARRANT NQNSENSE 

So let us examine the reasons that have been 
advanced to justify this act of such shattering 
implications for the future . 

Our first problem is that the grounds have 
changed from day to day. So I will take them in 
turn . 

1. Restoring democracy. 

If restoring democracy is to be the test, we 
must ask whose version of democracy, as decid­
ed by whom and to be imposed by whom. If 
Grenada, then we must instantly i.nsist that 
Honduras, Guatemala, Chile, Paraguay, Ura­
guay, Haiti, South Africa - to name but a few 
- must be taken on by U.S. force. 

Equally, the Soviet Union does not accept 
• Western democracy as true democracy. Presu­

mably, therefore, the Soviet army must instant­
ly march against the whole of Western Europe. 
A moment's reflection reveals that the argument 
is arrant nonsense. 

2. The invasion was a response to an invita­
tion under the OECS treaty. 

The treaty between the seven members of the 
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States is 
clear on two points. Firstly, the members pledge 
to come to each other's help if there is in the 
face of an external threat to their peace and 
security. Secondly, action of this kind must 
result from an unanimous decision. 

Six of the seven members of the OECS say 
they felt threatened by Grenada. But Grenada is 
not an external entity, being itself a part of the 
organisation. In the second place, Grenada was 
not a party to the decision to have itself 
invaded. 

Again, one has only to examine the proposi­
tion to see it collapse as nonsense. As to the 

• suggestion that the Governor General called for 
the invasion. one can only observe that this 
suggestion is surfacing very late in the day and 
certainly does not square with two other facts. 

One Prime Minister has already said that he - ~---~ ,, 6' • 

wanted to invite Grenada to free Bishop. In any 
event, why did the representative of the Queen 
of Grenada not send a message to his sovereign 
indicating his desire have U.S. troops invade 
the country? 

3. The safety of the U.S students. 

FIRST TARGET 

The principal of the St George's Medical 
School appeared on U.S. television the day 
before the invasion stating that there was no 
danger. Two days later hP. was again on tele­
vision saying that there had been danger. Nee­
dless to say, the invasion itself had caused 
fighting in the vicinity of the medical facility, 
and it seemed clear that the danger to the 
students only arose because of the invasion and 
the proximitJ of {i¼e, school to .t.pe ,first tawet 
which was the new airport. ' '1 

l, . 

In any event, if the safety of the students 
were Washington's concern, the action would 
have been limited to that objective. 

Four of the people named by Seaga have 
denied hi.iVing been to either Soviet Union, 
Cuba or Grenada this year. Manley listed an­
other four, including a lawyer with no connec­
tions with the PNP. 

He also said a number of his party members 
had visited Cuba for various legitimate reasons, 
including for work on behalf of UNESCO and 
representing the West German sporting goods 
company, Puma. 
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<c>f r°-rLL S ~ 
By DAVlll RENWICK 
Parliamentary Affairs 

Reporter 

THE MORE one hears and sees 
what is said and written about 
Grenada, and the more one re­
flects on the matter, the more 
sensible does Prime Minister 
Chambers' insistence on first 
exploring the non-violent option 
begin to seem. 

NJM, Gairy 
must not 

It is now abundantly clear t hat 
the Organisation of Eastern Carib­
bean States (OECS) and Barbados 
had one thing in mind and the 
United States (and possibly Jamai: 
ca) something entirely different. 

The first group, comprising Gre­
nada's colleagues in the Eastern 
Caribbean (Saint Lucia, St Vincent, 
Dominica, Antigua, St Christopher­
/Nevis and Montserrat) panicked, as 
A.N.R. Robinson, international law­
yer and political luminary has put it, 
and sought to do whatever came to 
hand to neutralise the Army regime 
that had taken over from the civil-

be barred 
from polls 

ian New Jewel Movement govern­
ment in the midst of confusion and 
bloodshed. 

Though the Dominican Prime 
Minister, Eugenia Charles, has dis­
solved her own small army (after, it 
should be noted, some of its mem­
bers were said to have given support 
to a guerilla-inspired effort to dis­
lodge her government), the other 
independent OECS states have mili­
tary forces of varying sizes and 
types, and the last thing they would 
want would be for their own soldi"rs 
to get any ideas from what had 
happened in Grenada. 

It could not have been violence, 
per se, that worried them, because 
former Prime Minister Eric Gairy 
had employed a violent group, the 
Mongoo~e Gang, to frighten the 
New Jewel Movement in Grenada, 
and the Eastern Caribbean Prime 
Ministers of the day never even 
lifted their voices in protest. 

Maurice Bishop, the man over 
whom so many hypocritical tears 
have been shed these last few weeks, 
successfully used violence to come to 
power and then kept the society 
under firm control by employing a 
gun-toting, motley group of young­
sters, with nothing else to do, as a 
standing People's Revolutionary 
Army, who could be seen all over the 
island at all times, thus effectively 
intimidating and silencing all politi­
cal opposition. 

While Eastern Caribbean leaders 
did try to persuade Bishop to legal­
ise his regime through elections, I 
heard none of them condemn the 
militarism and the violence he used 
to remain in power (and it is man­
ifestly a form of violence to drag a 
man away from his family, lock him 
up for years on end, not bother to 
put him through even a show trial 
and show not the slightest concern 
for whether his family survives or 
starves). 

Since the violence of the New 
Jewel regime passed unnoticed in 
the Eastern Caribbean, one must 
conclude it was the ciegree of vio­
lence practised by "General" Austin 
and his troops that brought on the 
sudden rush of concern about events 
in the Spice Island. 

1-i·c",.-,cn-,·.,_~, .. ,. . J .,._.: -~------

Jn short, it was not the eve1 
which related to the governance 
Grenada that concerned the U.S. 
much as the Cuban/Russian connec­
tion. 

The perceived interests of the 
Un ited Stales were the paramount 
consideration . not those of Grenada 
and the Eastern Caribbean in gener­
al. The request to Washington for 
assistance came as a heaven-sent 
opportunity to deal with the Cuban­
/ Russian presence once and for all. 

That is why United States Gov­
ernment spokesmen have not been 
stressing things which should be of 
major concern lo th_e. G~enad1a_ns . . 
such as the new poss1b1ht1es of free 

Seaga and 
Charles out 
of place _to 
suggest 1t 

SE.A.GA 

posed to the myths, the emotion and 
the hysteria, are that "General ' ' 
Hudson Austin, his People's Revolu­
tionary Army, Bernard Coard and 
the rest have all been in the foref­
ront of power in Grenada ever since 
1979. 

Austin was a minister in the 
NJM Government Cabinet, Coard 
was Deputy Prime Minister. They 
have not suddenly descended from 
the sky. What they did was turn 
against the glamorous leader of the 
"revolutionary" and instigate his 
death and that of other Ministers 
who supported him. 

Bishop was, in the end, 'hoist on 
his own petard'. He abolished all the 
political and social institutions that 
previously existed and when the 
time came that he needed some 
framework within which he could 
legit imately mobilise his supporters, 
he found none, except demonstra­
tion and confrontation and Austin 
had the more deadly weapons. 

What Grenada now needs is what 
it has needed since 1979 - an 
atmoi,phere of legality and constitu­
tionalism that permits the maxi­
mum exercise of individual · freedom 
(individuals have not mattered since 
1979, only the collectivist interests 
of the party and ideology), the re­
storation of the authority of the 
poli~e over that of the Army (the 
police have been virtually powerless 
since the NJM took control), the 
inviolability of the jurliri'lr\' and of 
judicial decision-makinv , t~ right of 
individuals and groups to form polit­
ical parties and exp:·ess political 
views without let or hindrance, free­
dom to pub!ish and criticise, free­
dom, in short, from the climate of 
fear which has hung over Grenada 
since 1979 and which Austin only 
took to extremes but did not initial­
ly create. 

J 

It is impossible to know now 
whether these things could have 
come to pass on the hasis of the 
persuasive, rather than Lhe military, 
option but it would have been infi­
nitely preferable had it been so. 

The sanctions the Caricom terri­
tories were prepared to im_po~. 
might well have worked in the lo1i-g­
run, and worked in a way that 
produced a solution more lasting 
than the one likely to emerge in the 
aftermath of the invasion. 

In short, it would have been much 
better for the Grenadians them-

CHARLES 
m Ill ta ry oase· , rre--capurr 
local Marxists like Bernard 
and s,i on. 

{I 

dn 
rn the 
Coard 

The principles at stake in the 
Grenada situation have been all but 
forgot ten as the whole rhetoric of 
the military operation has swung 
sharply towards the good fortune of 
the United States in ··getting there 
in time". as Presil,mt Reagan put it, 
presumahl~· to save Grenadians and 
the Caribbean (not to mention the 
Unit ed States itself) from the men­
ace of the Communist threat. 

The farts of thP matter. as op 

- and soc 1ai'- t)lJJeCrtVes. 1 l
0

l11t: -nt:w cun -. 
querors become almost as autocratic 
as the old. 

The consensus that could hope­
fully have arisen from the approach 
faviiured bv Prime Minister Cham­
bers would have avoided that and 
been free oft he conflicting aims and 
objectives of the different interven­
tionists that may now seriouslv com­
plicate the o;,ly principle· thl!t 
matters -/the restoration of a de­
mocrac,· in Grenada thdt places 
maximlnn stress on the indi,· idual 
right s of Grenadians and not on the 
global strategic fi,at ions of the su­
perpowers . 
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FOOD-RATIONING WAS ON THE WAY 

Grenadians in no big 
hurry for . elections 

GEORGETOWN: 
Workers start to dig 
through the rubble 
of the Richmond 
Hill mental institu­
tion to search for 

[ 
~ 

more bodies buried ~,ll' 
when U.S. airplanes ~ .~~ .,::;:-· ~ ~ -...,_.-, ~ -,~""'""· ,.,_ . -
struck u .. , L-HJtug I ._____ 
with rockets during 
the recent invasion. 
At least 17 bodies 
have been found. 
(UPI Radiophoto) 

REPEATING THE theme that last 
Tuesday's invasion by U.S. and Carib­
bean forces here happened "just in 
time" Grenadians continued yesterday 
to tell the tales of a people in captivity, 
and of the plans by the ill-fated revolu­
tionary New Jewel Movement (NJM) 
Government to tighten the grips on 
citizens he're . 

There was a plan for the introduction of 
ration cards for citizens here. The cards had 
already been printed and the NJM's People's 
Revolutionary Army was reported to have 
seized vital supplies • of food from various 
shops and stores in different parts of the city, 
according to reports. 

Some people thest: 
days are apparently pre­
pared to talk and talk pro­
fusely, but still people look 
over their shoulders every 
t ime they attempt to say 
something candidly, the 
apparent result of years of 
having to watch out for 
whatever they say. Others 
give statements but would 
refuse to be identified, for 
fear of reprisals. 

In fact a large number 
of Grenadians seem not to 
be too eager either for the 
Americans tr, leave or for 
holding elections in this 
country which has been 
stunned by three major 
shocks in two weeks. .. 

I' 1rst was me news that 
their Prime Minister had 
been placed under h"use 
arrest by members of a 
one-party regime which 
had previously thought to 
be solidly united in the 
interest of socialist revolu­
tion and of the people. 

Then there was the 
horrible deaths, the cir­
cumstances of which were 
not clearly articulated for 
several days afterwards, of 
the Prime Minister and 
several other persons, in 
unprecedented civil disor­
der and then the country 
was immediately placed 
under martial law with the 
imposition of a four-day 

I· 24-hour curfew and sol­
diers given the right to 
shoot to kill. 

This led to an invasion 
• by American and Caribbe­

an forces, an invasion 
which Grenadians over­
whelmingly prefer to call 
"a rescue mission," -the 
same Grenadians who had 
for four and a half years 
been heavily sensitized by 
its NJM government's line 
of thought to the possibili­
ty that their country was 
under threat of invasion. 

But, it seems, in the 
afterglow of that "rescue 
mission", Grenadians have 
found an opportunity to 
speak their minds. 

People in a village just 
east of St George's were 
saying Monday night that 
the statement by former 
Finance Minister and 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Bernard Coard about Gre­
nada's financial growth 

From 
ANDY JOHNSON 

St George's 

went unchallenged because 
there was nobody inside 
the country to challenge it . 

"You had to be in the 
National Women's Orga­
nisation (NWO), the Na­
tional Youth Organisation 
(NYO) or the people's mi­
litia in order to get someh­
were in this society," one 
man said. People are will-' 
ing to say that the revolu­
tion had done some good 
in areas such as health 
services, education, infras­
tructure development and 
welfare services. 

But peopie have said 
that there was a great 
limitation on what they 
could say, even in the pri­
vacy of their homes. One 
man told of some people 
arrested for no other ob­
vious reason than dis­
cussions with close friends 
and relatives held the· 
night before. 

They suspected that 
"spies" of the NJM Gov­
ernment were under their 
houses eavesdropping on 
the conversation. 

On" employee of the 
psych1dtric hospital at 
Richmond Hill, scene of 
fierce fighting between 
PRA and U.S. troops, said 
that the male workers 
were entit led to two pairs 
of pants, six shirt jacs and 
two pairs of ,boots a year. 
They had not received any 
such • supplies in four 
years. 

The people had no idea 
of the existence of the 
central comnnttee in the 
NJM, according to most 
Grenadians in St Georges. 
They had no idea of what 
was going on in the high 
ranks of the party. 

"The boys in the PRA, 
some of them had no 
s.:hooling. But they were 
driving new cars and 
threatening people with 
guns in the city. These 
were the people behind the 
revolution," one man said. 

The revolution confis­
cated some people's 
homes, they took away 
some people's lands and 
property for their own 
uses. 
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'FORCE AS TH.E 
l QUESTION 1: Do you think that military 

forces should have been used to settle the 
• Grenada problem, or should efforts have 
been first made to negotiate a solution 
with General Austin and the new military 
government? 
I. Force was only alternative - 63 per cent 
2.Negotiate with Austin and RMC-28 per cent ONLY AY' 
3. Don't know/No opinion - 9 per cent 

Of those who felt that force was the only 
alternative, 61 per ·cent felt that the decision to 
invite the United States to participate in and 
lead the invasion was justified while only 20 per 
cent took the view that the invasion force 
should have consisted only of troops from 
Caricom Sts:tes. 
QUESTION 2: (If pro-invasion)Do you 
think the decision to invite the United 
States to participate- in the invasion was 
justified or should the invading force have 
involved Caricom states only? 
I. United States invitation justified-61 per cent 
2. Caricom effort only - 20 per cent 
3. Don't know/No opinion - 9 per cent 

To what extent did Trinidadians believe that 
their country should have been part of the 

• invading multinational force? This question was 
put to all respondents, whether they were pro­
invasion or not. Fifty-six per cent of those 
polled felt that Trini<4ld and Tobago should 
have been part of the force while one third (32 
per cent) were opposed. The remainder (19 per 
cent) were equivocal in their views. 

.QUESTION 3:Do you think Trinidad and 
Tobago should have joined in the invasion? 
I. Yes - 56 per cent 
2. No - 32 per cent 
3. Don't know/No opinion - 12 per cent 
• There was a considerable amount of national 
and regional controversy as to whether the 
.Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago 'knew' 
or 'was told officially' that an invasion had been 
agreed upon by the six Caricom States before 
the meeting of Caricom Heads of Governments 
was held in Trinidad at which it was agreed 
that the strategy of negotiating first with the 
RMC would be tried. 

Prime Minister Chambers told the Parlia­
ment of Trinidad and Tobago · on October 26 
that he had not been ,'told officially' about the 
invasion and that the first official word he had 
about it came from the United States Ambassa­
dor to Trinidad and Tobago on the morning of 
Monday, October 24. 

A great deal of anger and skepticism was 
generated by this statement with some saying 
that Trinidad and Tobago had been humiliated 
and betrayed 'once more' by its Caricom part-

, ~~ , and others fi'ahkly disbelieving what 
Chambers told Parliament. 

The latter group also felt that whether 
Chambers was told officially or not; he ought to 
have known if he was on top of his job. 

Either way, it was felt, he looked foolish. 
When asked whether or not they believed what 
the Prime Minister told Parliament, 49 per cent 
said they believed his version while 32 per cent 
said they did not and 19 per cent could not 
make up their minds. 

QUESTION 4:Do you believe that the 
Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago 
did not really know in advance that Gre­
nada was to be invaded? 
I. Believe Prime Minister Chambers - 49 per 
cent 
2. Don't believe Chambers - 32 per cent 
3. No opinion/Don't kn6w - 19 per cent 

The Prime Minister has also been criticised 
editorially by both daily newspapers and by 
several citizens for the manner in which he 
handled the crisis. 

Some people • were heard to say they felt 
ashamed to be Trinidadian and that Trinidad 
had forfeited its claim to be a leading power in 
Caricom. Our poll shows that public opinion 
was evenly divided on the issue. Forty three per 
cent said they 'approved' of the manner in 
which the Prime Minister had handled the 
_crisis with 45 per cent expressing disapproval 
and 12 per cent saying they had no opinion. 

QUESTION 5:Do you on the whole ap­
prove or disapprove of the way in which 
Prime Minister Chambers has handled the 
Grenada crisis? 
I. Approve - 43 .per cent 
2. Disapprove - 45 per cent 
3. No Opinion - 12 per cent 

Since his execution by General Austin, Mau­
rice Bishop has come to be regarded as some­
thing of a hero to many who had previously 
villified him. 

The Prime Ministers of Barbados and of 
Dominica, who were among Bishop's staunchest 
detractors, indicated publicly that there was an 
incipient entente between themselves and Bish­
op. Prime Minister Chambers also appeared to 
have established a warm relationship with the 
slain leader in the last few months. 

Given the need to legitimise the invasion, 
American and regional press comment was also, 
in the main, favourable to Bishop who was 
projected as a moderate patriot and social 
democrat who was taking steps to constitution 
reform and to hold elections thereafter. -

Given the circumstances in which he met his 
death, the favourable comment from established 
sources and the high regard in which he was 
normally held by left wing elements, it is hardly 
suprising that a s1.1bstantial number of our 
respondents expressed 'regret' that the Bishop's 
regime had been overthrown. 

Sixty-five per cent of those polled said they 
regretted the demise of the regime compared to 
only 18 per cent who expressed their ' relief and 
17·per cent had no ·opinion to express. 

QUESTION 6:Would you describe yourself 
as being upset or relieved that the Bishop 
regime has been overthrown? 
I. Upset - 65 per cent 
2. Relieved - 18 per cent 
3. No opinion - 17 per cent 

THE MEDIA 
AND THE 

GRENADA CRISIS 
The Grenada Crisis generated a tre­
mendous amount of interest and tJt­
tention to the various organs of the 
media increased substantially. Trin­
idad and Tobago Television emerged 
as the most favoured source of infor­
mation about the crisis (33 per cent) 
followed by Radio 6l0 (l6 per cent) and 
the EXPRESS (l3 per cent). The 
Trinidad Guardian and Radio Trin­
idad were next with 9 per cent with 
Radio Free Grenada being the choice 
of 2 per cent of the sample. 

Twenty three per cent of those 
polled said they had no special prefer­
ence or that they preferred the cover-

age of radio stations in Barbados. 
Q1JESTION 7: Which news source do you 
think provided you with the best coverage 
of the Grenada crisis'!. 
I. TTT - 28 per cent 
2. Radio 610 - 16 per cent 
3. EXPRESS - 13 per cent 
4. Guardian - 9 per cent 
5. Radio Trinidad - 9 per cent 
6. Radio Free Grenada - 2 per cent 
7. Other - 23 per cent -

In order to determine which of the two daJ 
newspapers (The Guardian and the Expr~ 
Trinidadians·sought out first for information• 
Grenada, the sample was asked to indicate th, 
own preference. Response showed that the E. 
PRESS was the paper chosen by 50 per ce 
compared with only 29 per cent who turned fiJ 
to th~ Trinidad Guardian and 21 per cent wi 
no particular preference. • 

QUESTION 7:Which of the two da' 
newspapers did you read first to obte 
information about the Grenada crisis? 
I. Express - 50 per cent 
2. Guardian - 29 per cent 
3.Other - 21 per cent 

Although both daily newspapers took rougli1,. 
the same edii.orial line on most issues duri,~ thel 
week of the prenada crisis, over one-third o~ 
those polled (35 per cent) said the EXPRES 
better reflected their view in its editorial cover 
age of the 'crisis.' 

Just over one-fifth (21 per cent) said the 
preferred the Guardian. Ten per cent said they 
did not read editorials while 23 per cent were 
unaware as to which of the two best reflected 
their viewpoint. Another 21 per cent provided 
responses which were not easily classified. Some 
of these said they detected no particular differ­
ence in the views expressed. 

QUESTION 9:Which of the two daily 
newspapers best reflected your own point 
of view in its editorials • 
I. Express - 35 per cent 
2. Guardi~n - 21 per cent 
8. Don't read editorial& - 10 per cent 
4. Don't know - 23 per cent 

, 5. Qthfr - 21 per cen~ 
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'Yanks can stay as 
long as they like' 
ST GEORGE'S 
There were several va­
riations on an over­
whelmingly popular 
view here last W ednes­
day as Grenadians said 
they were savouring 
their first real day of 
freedom in four and a 
half years. 

"God bless America: 
God bless Ronald Reagan, 
Eugenia Charles and Tom 
Adams; after God is Amer­
ica and Ronald Reagan." 

These were the words 
being expressed all day by 
Grenadians young and old, 
male and female at the 
Market ;,quare here, as 
they reacted to the occu­
pation of their country by 
more than 5,000 U.S. 
troops and the crisis lead­
ing to that occupation 
""hich itself was the result 
of a severe political split 
in the socialist New Jewel 
Mov;iment (NJM). 

"As far a~­
cerned the Americans 
could stay here as long as 
they want. They are more 
than welcome and I am 
speaking for the majority 
of Grenadian peo,Jle to­
day." said Fitzroy Alexan­
der. a 27-year-old father of­
three who said that Gre-

nadians were now freely 
expressing themselves for 
the first time since March 
13, 1979, when the govern­
ment of Eric Gairy was 
toppled in a coup in which 
the NJM installed Mau­
rice Bishop as prime min­
ister. 

Bishop was killed on 
October 19 along with sev­
eral other government 
ministers, trade unionists 
and civilians when huge 
crowds freed him from 
house arrest at the hands 
of opponents within the 
NJM. 

The country was then . 
plunged into six days of 
martial law when army 
Commander Hudson Aus­
tin ordered a four day, 24-
hour curfew, announcing 
that anyone violating the 
rules would be shot on 
sight. 

An invasion force led 
by 1,900 American troops 
and including 300 drawn 
from six countries of the 
Organisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States (OECS), 
Jamaica and Barbados 
stormed the island early in 
the morning of October 25 
and Wednesday was the 
first day that Grenadians 
had a chance to meet and ... 

talk with each other, to 
react to what has become 
of their country over these 
last three weeks. 

"Without Bishop we 
don't want no socialism. 
No communism. If Bishop 
was arounc:i the people 
would not be so in favour 
of the Americans here. We 
would have defended this 
country. 

"But if Bishop was the 
man who was pushing so­
cialism to us and the same 
people who walked side by 
side with, ate and slept 
with day and night, em­
bracing him all the time, 
and they themselves 
turned around and mur­
dered him in cold blood, 
how do you expect us to 
trust those people again," 
Alexander said, with seve­
ral people in the Market 
Square nodding in appro­
val. 

"Anybody who comes 
now and talking socialism 
we are going to get them. 
Right now socialism is 
dead and buried in Grena­
da. We want a system here 
like the Americans. Gre­
nadians would like to be­
come a part of the United 
States now," he said. 

Another man said that 

there would be no one to 
"shove guns into our faces 
here any more." 

He said that the Ameri­
cans should stay for as 
long as they wish becau­
se.as several others envi­
saged, their country could 
revert into a state of con­
flict if the American 
troops were to retreat too 
soon. 

"There are still some of 
them in the hills and at 
large about the place and 
we do not feel safe as yet 
without the Americans," 
he added. 

People were also an­
imated in their sentiments 
for revenge on Grenada's 
former deputy Prime Min­
ister Bernard Coard who 
is believed to have led the 
assault on Maurice Bishop 
as the party disintegrated 
under the crisis. 

"We want Coard and 
Strachan in the Market 
Square and they must 
must not be killed instant­
ly as they killed Bishop. 
We must get justice for 
the way they murdered 
Bishop. The people of 
Grenada want justice and 
they are going to get it," 
one woman said. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



COMPENSATION-TIM£: 
/ NOT ENOUGH E. C.$ 

e,JflJL~~ { VUU. ( r r o---.:s 

~ CARICOM _ 
SECRl;TARY~ ST GEORGE'S ,Tues­

day(CANA-Reuter)- No-
• body showed up with a 

bullet hole through his hat 
when the U.S. Army 
opened a compensation of­
fice in a Grenada shopf­
ront to pay for damage 
caused during its invasion. 

But American soldiers 
in the quayside office yes­
terday were quickly deal­
ing with · residents' 
complaints of broken win­
dows' and dented cars as 
wPJ.L.k.. t.\"' ourioue cane of 

C.-me-wnssmg scuba gear. 

Operating under the 
Foreign Claims Act, U.S. 
forces abroad compensate 
civilians who suffer non­
combat damage as a con­
sequence of the military 
presenCO. • 

Lieutenant Colon~el 
John Weber's men were 
checking chits signed by 
American soldiers to l:on­
firm they had • somehow 
damaged a vehicle or bro­
ken a window as they de­
ployed on the island. 

PROBLEM 

Weber said there was a 
slight problem with money 
because the U.S. Treasury 
did not have enough East­
ern Caribbean currency 
and compensation must be 
paid in local coin. 

"But a man is coming 
with a bag and it should 

be cash on the barrel head 
on Thursday,"said Weber. 

Captain Mark Warren, 
in ~harge of validating 
claims, explained his rule 
of thumb: "Is it more like­
·1y, or less?" 

He said of the 60 visi­
tors yesterday, nine had 
enough documents to 
prove their claims but the 
rest had been sent away 
for more evidence. 

Weber 11Sid his team 
could approve claims up to 
$ 2,500 on the spot but 
larger ones needed the ap • 
proval of higher authority , 

FAIRLY SLOW 

Business at the unad­
vertised office was off to f 

. fairly slow start, he said 
!'but we've got a sign com· 
ing." 

Warren said most 
claims were "what you'c 
~xpect, vehicle and prop• 
erty damage." But one 
category this morning was 
puzzling him. 

1 --Diving shops near the 
U.S. troop camp at Point 
Salilies, with· its excellent 
beaehes and swimming, 
reported that geaT like air 
tanks and ballast belts had 
sta~d disappearing. 

"You can · bet I'm going 
to be talkiQg to the mili­
tary police about this," 
said Warren. • 

ST.GEORGE'S,Tuesday(CANA)- The last group of Cu­
bans captured by invading U.S. forces in Grenada left for 
their homeland today, along with a first group of holed­
up Cuban Embassy personnel, U.S. officials said. 

Lino Gutierrez of the U.S. Foreign Service's Cuban 
Liaison Office told reporters that 101 Cuban prisoners, 
and eight women and three children from the Cuban 
Embassy were placed aboard U.S. army transport planes 
anct flown to Barbados, where they will board a Cuban 
commercial airliner for the trip home. 

The rest of the 599 Cubans taken prisoner, including 
57 wounded Cuban soldiers, have already been returned 
to Cuba. 

• Early last week Grenada's Governor General Sir Paul 
• Scoon gave the Cubans 24 hours to remove all but one of 
their diplomatic representatives in Grenada. 

But the Cubans vowed to remain on the island to 
ensure the evacuation of Cuban prisoners and wounded 
and to settle the question of what would be done with 
Cubans killed in combat. 

U.S. officials said that after the departure of the eight 
women and three children, 26 Cuban diplomats would 
remain at the embassy. 

He said they could leave tomorrow but there was a 
strong possibility they would not because of questions 
surrounding the 42 Cubans killed in the U.S.-led inva­
sion, whose bodies are still on the island. 

Gutierrez said the Cuban diplomats were requesting 
that Cuban 'forensic specialists come to Grenada to 
examine the bodies, but Sir Paul has refused to allow 
any more Cubans into Grenada. 

PLEDGES~ 0 

positive response to 
request for assistance 

• . 
GEORGETOWN,Tues­
day(CANA) -- Secretary 
General of the Caribbean 
Community (Ca.ricom) 
Secretariat Roderick 
Rainford has pledged 
"positive and practical re­
sponse to any request for 
assistance to support the 
process of rehabilitation of 
Grenada." 

The pledge was made . 
by Rainford during -talks 
in St. George's yesterday 
with Governor General Sir 
Paul Scoon, a release from 
the S~retariat said here 
today. 

"Mr. Rainford wel­
come!! the opportunity of 
visiting Grenada and 
meeting with the Gover­
nor General, especially in 
view of the deep concern 
felt within Caricom and in 
the Secretariat about the 
recent traumatic experi-

ences of the Grenadian 
people and about the fu­
ture of this Caricom mem­
ber," the release--ra"ru. 

A spokesman for the 
Secretariat told CANA, 
the discussions with Sir 
Paul covered the progress 
being made in returning 
Grenada to normalcy and 
to enable it to continue. 
full involvement in Cari­
com affairs. 

Rainford promised pos­
itive and practical re­
sponse to any request for 
assistance to support the 
rehabilitation process in 
Grenada. 

U.S led forces invaded 
Grenada October 25 to 
remove the island's mili­
tary government and re­
store democra_tic rule. As a 
first step, Governor Gen­
eral Sir Paul Scoon will 
announce an interim gov­
ernment tomorrow. 

Arffls disP18Y for Washington 
WASHINGTON,Tuesday(CA- whe~e they w_ill, be _inventoried and Sn,·pers ,·n the h1·11s NA R t \ S f th ·1· studied for their mtejhgence value, the • . eu er r ome o e mi 1- Pentagon said. 
t 

• t US " CALIVIGNY, Tues-ary equ~pmen • • • • . iorces The arms left at Andrews would day(CANA-Reuter )- Up 
captured m their mvas10n of remain on public view from Friday, U.S. to 50 Cuban resistance 
Grenada will be put on display yeterans Day, until November 20, if fighters are still hiding in 
at Andrews Air Force Base near interest ~arranted: the Pentagon added. = the lush tropic!li forests of 

• • • F • It said the display wou1a mclude Grenada, workmg alone as , Washmgton begmnmg on n - small arms, machine guns, ammunition, snipers or in small com-
day, the---Pentagon said today. armoured personnel carriers and other mando group11, the Com--

Most of the arms were flown to military equipment of Soviet, Cuban mander of U.S. forces on 
Andrews yesterday and today and then and North Korean origin, as well as the island said today. 
taken to the army's ~berdeen proving photographs of captured secret docu-. Gen. Jack Ferris told grounds, north of Baltimore, Maryland, ments. 

reporters his information 
came from military intelli­
gence and also from civil­
ian reports of sniper 
activity, the last-received 
three days ago. 

He said some 2,000 
U.S. troops were sweeping 
the main island of Grena­
da and smaller outlying 
islands. 
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THE PITT RECALL 

can find no 
precedent 

BARBADOS Prime Min­
ister Tom Adams said yes­
terdav his government 
could. find no precedent 
for the situation which led 
o him calling for the re-

call of Basil Pitt, Trinidad 
and Tobago's High Com­
missioner Lo Barbados aµd 
the Eastern Caribbean Ca­
ribbean states. 

Lvle Murray, a personal 
aide· to the Barbados 
Prime Minister, told the 
EXPRESS vesterday that 
Adams said his goverr-,­
ment had been looking for 
prior indicents in which a 
diplomat publicly contra­
dicted a head of govern­
ment in the country where 
the diplomat was accred­
ited. "But we have found 
no precedent."· Murray re­
ported Adams as saying. 

Murrav was fielding 
questions fur his Prime 
\1inister on the diplo­
matic rift which has devel­
oped between Trinidad 
and Tobago and Barbados 
concerning a c,mversation 
betwet<ilc Pitt ,wd ArJ.;,i:;~ 
,HllT I • ' 0,1 ,_. •. 

,'1 ·a,1<,n of • ,r-.,nada. 
Following the October 

~;) inva ion of Grenada in 
which Barbados and Ja­
maica joined with the Or­
ganisation of Eastern 
Caribbean States in call­
ing for the United States 
to intervene militarily in 
Grenada Prime Minister 
George Chambers told_ a 
~pecial ·ession of parlia­
ment here had no official 
knowledge of the plan. in 
hi, capacity as current 
chairman •Jf Caricom. and 
chairman of a special 
meeting ofCaricom hea<_is 
oi states which met rn 
f'ort of Spain two days 
b1:l()re the invasion. 

Adams said subsequent­
lY that he told Pitt of the 
plan during a conver5ation 
on October 21, as one rea­
son whv he.Adams. could 
not attend the summit in 
Port of Spain. Pitt has 

maintained that Adams 
never spoke of any inva­
sion plan during the con­
versation which took place 
prior to a meeting of the 
OECS countries in Barba­
dos at which the decision 
on military intervention 
was taken. 

Barbados Foreign Min­
ister Louis Tull also said 
during a telephone inter­
view yesterday he had no 
personal contact with any­
body in the Trinidad and 
Tobago Government about 
the invasion plan when he 
atiended the meeting in 
Port of Spain ass head of 
his country"s delegation. 

Tull said he was aware 
of a c,mversation between 
Adams and Pitt and that 
Pitt was supposed to have 
relaved information from 
that conversation to 
Chambers. In reply to a 
question he said Adams 
had not told him of the 
conversation ,, ith Pitt or 
of the invasion plan. 

Tull also dismissed as 
"'t ,ta! 'and utt<'r n1msmsP" 
1 re, nrt 'th 1 he l nited 
"'I": ~ 1 n,siden Ronald 
Reagan was' ~ponsoring a 
plan fnr a new Caricom 
which would exclude Trin­
idad and Tobago and 
Guyana. 

He said it was"an insult 
to the integrity of Barba­
do or any Caricom coun­
tn··· for anyone to accept 
that the United States 
could tell anv of those 
countries with whom to 
associate. 

·•Reagan is not a mem­
b<>r of aricom," Tull said. 
commenting on the report 
in a British newspaper 
that Reagan was spon or­
ing a plan for a associat~on 1 
of Caribbean states, which 
plan would replace Trin­
idad and Tobago with the 
Dominican Republic and 
Haiti. 

"'We are a family. We 
must have our quarrels 
and we will solve them 
oi1rseh-es," Tull said. talk­
ing a ut the current 
strain i relatiprts among 
Caribbean states sur­
rvunding the invasion of 
Grenada. and more partic• 
ularly about the tense 
relationship between To­
bago and Barbados. 

fiambers told 
the emergency 
'Caricom' sitting 

I 
Burnham said that Nigeria, Ghana, Liberia 

and other African states which also faced 
internal crises in their political leadership 
similar to Grenada's did not not chose to seek 
military intervention by outside interests. 
. Saying_ th:1t the question of a military 
mtervent1on m Grenada was "fully discussed" 
at the. Hilton meeting, the source conceeded 
that Chambers was right nevertheless in his 
claim that he was not officially informed of 
the plan by the OECS countries, Barbados and 
Jamaica to go into Grenada with the help of 
the United States. 

"'It is a matter of interpretation," the source 
s~id. claiming wh!le Chambers was not being 
dishonest about h1g knowledge of the invasion 
plan. it would have been "quite obvious to 
anycme ·by the dullest" who attended the Port 
of Spain meeting that the countries involved 
we~e going- ahead with the invasion plan, 
wbwh took place two days after the meeting, . 
c n October 2.5. 

He said, however. that when it, hecame elear 
to the meeting that Trinidad and Tobago and 
Guyana were among the objectors to the plan, 
those go,·ernments were told nothing mor.e 
irtdicating that it became a matter of th~ 
security of the plan. 

M_eanwhile an aide to Barbados Prime 
'Minister. Tom Adam , said yesterday that 
Adams spoke with Chajllbers October 21, but 
be did not broach the question of the invasion 
because, "Mr Adams said be felt he could not 
trust the security of the conversation on the 
telephone." 

According to the aide, Chambers returned a 
call from Adams earlier that day and ·the 
com-ersation centred around ·the exact venue 
for the special meeting of heads of govern­
ment. A source i!1 Port of Spain said yesterday 
Adams spoke with Chambers twice that day 

-

but he did not mention anything about the 
invasion plan. , 

Chambers told a meeting of the Women's 
League of the People's National Movement in 
Fyzabad last Sunday that this country could 
be victimised for the stand the Government 
took on the invasion of Grenada. , 

But when asked yesterday whether the 
Government felt isolated in the region because 
of that position, a source at the Ministry of 
External Affairs said certain developments 
around the world bad given the Government 
"strong comfort" in the matter. 

~e pointed. to the number of governments 
which have condi:mned the Reagan adminis­
trah_on for headmg the invasion, and the 
staging of demonstrations by West Indians in 
several North American cities against the 
governments of Barbados and Jamaica for 
t~~ir participation in the invasion, while those 
c1t1zef.)s supported the position of the Trinidad 
and Tobago Government. 

IS THIS THE BODY 

OF PM BISHOP? 
-rC"\LIVI~NY,T~e:S<fay( CANA-Reuter}- The body of 

slam Pnme Mm1ster Maurice _Bishop may be among 
fou r corpses unearthed today m a common grave in 
Grenada, U.S. ot'ficials said. 

The grave was dug up by U.S. troops on a tip from a 
m_an ~ho reparted ~ing four bodies, one of them 
B1sh?p s,_ ?uned by Grenadian soldiers in a shallow pit 
at this military camp near St George's, the officials said. 

The recovere~ bodies could not be immediately identi­
fied, but Bishops dental records will be matched against 
them and results should be known within a few days ~ 
they said. • ' 

Bishop and an unknown number of his upporters 
were kil_led by Grenadian troops on October 19 at Fort 
R.llpe~ 1n a bloody coup that brought to power hardline 
Marxists led by G~neral Hudson Austin, who is now in 
custody •. The bodies of those killed have never ·been 
found. ' 

U.$. A!my ~~pt. He~ry Fer.ris1 head of the army 
gr~ves .regiftrat~ -tE;am- m Grenaqa, told reporters that 
a c_?ok who,~ to wor"k 'at Camp Calivigny reported 
~1;e11~1f-Gl"er!adf!l!l ,t!,OOJ>s_ di:~g .'fou(bodies W a tra:ih pit 
at _Hie rear of the camp,. which was the main ammunition 
storage- depot for· the .Grenadian People's Revolutionary 
Army (PRA). • 

According to the cook, the soldiers first tried to burn 
he bodies, then filled the pit with earth. 

Ferris told reporters it was important to the Grenadi• 
111 people that Bishop's body be found. 
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WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 9,1983 

{ With more than 120,000 Grenadian nationals living .in T&T 

lr\vOULD MEAN 
DECLARING WAR 
0 T_HEIR FAMILIES 

By ANDY JOH.~SON 

PRIME Minister George Chambers told 
the ~mergency meeting of Caricom lead­
ers m Port of Spain on the then crisis in 
Grenada last month there were more 
!ban ~2.'),000 Grenadian nationals living 
m Trm1dad and Tobago,and for him to 
agree to any military invertention in 
tha~ count~y would be to declare war on 
their relatives. He said he was not about 
to do that. 

_The EXPRESS found out yesterday that 
this was Chambers· adamant position when 
the question of a military intervention in 
Gr~n_ada ca_me up at the meeting, held at the 
Tnmdad Hilton October 22 and 23. 

A source revealed that Chambers indicated 
"q_u_ite cl_early" he was not going to favour a • 
m1hta_ry mtervention in Grenada. which was at 
the lime bemg ruled by a mil itary council 
headed b~ army commander Hudson Austin 
following the slaying of Maurice Bishop Octo~ 
ber 19. 

·'] have my notes. I made extensive notes 
from that meetin~." the source said, adding 
that _Chamb.er? _ did not wish to discuss the 
questmn of m1htary intervention in Grenada 
further to ~tating hi~ pc,sition on the matter. 

~e said the 1::, head· ot go ·ernment in the 
reg1_on "ere told that a decision was taken 
dPnng_ a. mi-eting of six countries of the 
Orga111sat10n of Eastern Caribbean Stales in 
Barbados the previous night that there should 
be _a_ military intervention was told that a 
dec1s1<!n was_taken to seek extra-regional assis­
tance 111 the mtervention. 

Chambers responded_ to that by- S/1.ying it 
would _amount to the remtroduction of coloni­
alism mto the region. the source said adding 
that Guyana's executive President, Forbes· 
Burn~am also frowned on the plan. saying it 
was 1llegal. Burhman also told the meeting 
that whether or not the OECS, of which 
Grenada was a . member, called for the inter­
ventmn. he was against it because that was not 
the wa,y in which other groups of Third World 
cou_ntnes. such as the African states settled 
thE'ir d1 i:,utes. 

eBRIDGETOWN· Gail Reed ·r, 
Julian Torres Ri~o, is greet~ b e of Cuba's Gi:enadian Ambassador 
fer red by American military atith~:r~~!n f f[;.ctal. after being trans­
women and three children who had a e airport here. Eight 
E(Umbassy, accompanied the I~t of the C bbn hC?led up in the Cuban 

PI Radiophoto). u an prisoners from Grenada. 
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6 PR£~s . o a JQ 
·complim~~t • Nizam-Moha_m-med 

3 

THE EDITOR: Represen­
tative Nizam Mohammed 
ought to be comp1imented 
on his outstanding re-_ 
sponse to the Prime Min­
ister's motion in the 
House on Tuesday. I refer 
to the Grenada matter of 
course. 

What a pity that his 
speech was not carried on 
television. It certainly was 
as valuable as the Prime 
Minister's, in that it car­
ried possible explanations 
for the rationale behind 
the OECS/Jamaica/Bar­
bados decision to ask the 
U.S. govetnment for help. 

If I were the Prime 
Minister of any of the 
smaller island&, I would 
have acted likewise. • 

Having come here to 
the emergency meeting 
witli a decision more-or­
less made that invasion 

*

. · was a high priority, they 
are told that Guyana and 
Trinidad did not support· 
the move. • . 

What should they have 
done? Cancelled the 
planned invasion?. 
• They did precisely what 
was required. They be-

came se-cretive, and said 
no more in the presence of • 
those who opposed, and 
with eoo'tl ·reason too. 

His intelligence service . 
must be the best in the 
world, or ~omeone was 
feeding him information 
from Trinidad. , 

The1 ~ was no reason 
whatsoe~.,,· for Trinidad to 

. be made a part of the 
invasion plan. Military 
strategy does not cater for · 
dissenters to be informed 
at any level. 

I recall well remarks 
made by Prime Minister 
Tom Adams at the CARI­
COM· Conference recently 
hosted by Trinidad. The 
general feeling throughout 
the region is that Trinidad 
is the Land of Indecision. 
T)lose sentiments express­
ed by Adams have been 
expressed on the radio and 
in newspapers all over the 
Caribbean . • 

With this kind of re­
cord; how could the OECS 
countries waste more time 
trying to convince Trin­
idad to participate in the 
multi-national force? 

Mr Chambers re-

Stop the spread·. 
• THE EDITOR: Many of pre arranged .and pre 
my ' cdlleagues earnestly planned up to the slightest 
believe that" Michael Als, details. 
who appears to have been The four day air fare 

) 
an eyewitness to the -bru~ for 24 hours a day is un-
tal murder of Prime Min- known, anywhere in the 

:(.

ister Maurice Bishop and world before and its only 
, his ministers and trade· · an opportunity to com-

~ 
unum officials, was spe- pletely dispose .of all bod-
cially invited to Grenada ies without funerals and • 
in time to see and to learn post mortems. 

• • how to overthrow govern- We believe that a close 
ments in a violent man- wat~h should be kept on 
ner. Als and his lbcal ci>l-

V'{e think that bank leagues· as.. the violent 
. workers and workers in overthrow of Governments . 
general. should have noth- and tli.eir leaders by vio-
ing to do with this aider lent means and murders 
and abetter -of those vi- seem to bl! . spreading 

. cious inhuman criminals, throughout the West Io-
who now call themselves · dies. It started with Suri­
leaders of Gr1;nada who• name with· a similar 
should and must be wiped bloody coup, now Grena-
off the face of this earth, da. Who is next? we ask. 
before they bring more :No one in authority 
suffering to the people of would be safe with such 
Grenada. criminais at large. It . is 

This man Als appeared time to rid the world of 
~-...,a~n~ ",nol,;,.· - 1§ueww.b-i.1:mi/lCta__ 1Als and his Grenadian 

on how Prime Minister spread tnen' ixncac,ci;b u, 
Maurice Bishop died, even blood to Trinidad. 
a blind man could see that • H OTTLEY: 
the entire murders were Laventille. 

inforces this feeling when 
he told t he emergency 
meeting that he would 
have to go -to ·Parliament 
before he • commited the 
armed forces of this coun­
try to operate outside the 
territory. 

In other words, the Ca­
ribbean would have been 
waiting, and waiting, and 

we all know Carnival i 
around the corner. 

Then again; maybe th 
OECS politics knew tha 
the government could no 
have ni~de ·a decision lik, 

• tnat without C(ll1Sultin1 
Randy Burroughs. And ht 
is in Paris. 

ST. CLAIR CYNIC, 
• Lady Chancellor Hill. 

·L·etters 
. To the Editor: 
35 Independence Square 
Port os Spain • · 

THE EDITOR: The only 
thing that is very regretta­
ble in the Grenada situa-

• tion is that all Caricom 
countries have not realised 
that the main issue is .de­
mocracy against commu­
nism. 

Communism is a cancer 
- it spreads sometimes 
slowly, sometimes· quickiy 
but it is always spreading. 
When discovered (as in 
Grenada) the only cure is 
to cut it out immediately. 
Tact, fi rmness and under­
standing would not have· 
worked. They ditl not 
work .too well with Bishop, 
they would not have 
worked at all with Austin. 

We, the people of the 
Caribbean and particularly 

Trinidad and Tobago have 
got to decide now whose ' 
side we are on. T-here can 
be no middle of the road 
-- th1; Americans permit 
it, but the Russians do 
not. . 

Euge'nie • Charles and 
the OECS must be com­
mended for the firmness 
and speed of their: actions 
in a very difficult situa­
tion. It is regrettable that 
_they felt unable · to confide 
in Mr. Chambers. 

My hopes now are for E 

rapid end to the flghtint 
and a free Grenada goin1 
forward ever, backwarc 
never. 

JOHANNA :NOTHNA­
GEL, 

W estmoorin~s. L JI L 
. 3:ylnl 
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c_- Wtiy .a st~~-_ir, ~tile ·,ace? 
THF; ~ITOR: ~Y ~ • ried a. v~ry detailed broaft. : Parliament . t~t ~g to • 
~l _Hu&on-r,h.ill~ feel • cast hst1D5 all ~e n~es• g_et a decision but "of.the 
tluit,, 1t was !1 . slap m the . of the countries which Trinidad government · was 
face • for Trm1dad to ~ve. . '?UP~~ and opposed the like trying to extric!ate an 
bee!) _left ou~ of the. Of:CS • mvas10n. of Grenada. ostrich ,egg from a J)igeoll. 
dec1s10n to mvade Grena- W.ho leaked thjs infor.· Tnni.tad is the Land of 
da? • • .mat1pn to Gren11da?_ Carnival and fetcs. This is 

From what I_. under- qne_ must re~all a simi- • our image, and this image • 
s~d a~r. he~ng • the Jar ~nc1_dent du~g the ne- is not confined to the Ca­
.f~e MmJSter s _speech, goha~1ons with·. the ribbean by any means. 
the ffllltter W1li dJSCussed • Amencans for the retw:n Even the Prime ~inist!r 
at le~gth at the e_mergency of. C:haguaramas, . Dr ~nc ·of SingaPQ,?e shares these 
meet1pg at the_ ~J!ton. . WJ!hams told thJS wnter sentiments. • 

When Tnmdad: B?d mon~hs later that he was Perhaps when Mr Hud-
Gu~ana expressed neg!Jtlve convmced that someo~e • son-Phillips -becomes 
ft;ehngs ~ wards the mva- on ,the . local \earn was Prime Minister he can set 
s1on ?Ptlon, the other leaku~g mflihnat10n to the about to change this 

• ~<.mntn ~s had ~ end the • Amencans, and that • he image. But I certainly will · 
.cf1scu91i1ons wit~ th_ose wanted to fire • •:~very remember that for a long • 
who opposed. It JS as s1m- . blasted. one of them but time, he was part of the. 
pie as ~ha_t . . could not. . . party that partied for· 

As 1t 1s, the news" was The other pomt ·1 wish twenty-five years So was I 1 
leaked to General Hudson to make is that'ti}e· rest of for that matter • • () 

1 Austin on the same day the Caribbean does not • ~ 
·(Sunday Oc"tober -23) be-- hold tP.is country in higp vv{I.} 
cause by that afterilJ)on, esteem. A Barbadian poli- SINECURE, • '\ "'• 
Radi? Free Grenada ~- tician "once said in his •• -Ellerslie Park. 

Grenada was liberated 
T H E• EDITOR : 
Notwithstanding the ap­
pare~t disapproval of the • 
action taken in "Grenada 
by the combined U.S./Ca­
ribbean Forces that is now 
being voiced by some pro 
Western Nations as well 
as a ·number of local insti­
tutions, it is clearly evi­
dent t h at t h e 
overwhelming majority of 
Caribbean people, like my­
self, regard this as the 
liberation of the Grenadi­
an people rather than · act· 
of agression • perpetrated 
by outside forces. 

To those.who may wish 
to disagree with this point 
of view, I would strongly 
suggest that the following 
facts be considered: 

1) Regardless of how he 
came in.to power &nd 
notwithstanding · his own 
.disregard fo r some funda­
mental human rights, .it is 
a fact that at t he time of 
the executions both Mau-

• rice Bishop and the other 
Cabinet Ministers and 
Trade Union leaders who 
died with him had the 
overwhelming sup~rt of 

. the Grena<jian people. 
2) It, is a fact that a 

very sinall minority of 
ruthless killers who had no 

. popular support took con­
trol of the army and ruth­
less"J y executed t he 
accepted leaders -"t>f !he . 
Grenadian people. 

3) It is a fact that a 
high ranking Soviet · Gen­
eral was in command of 
the Russian Embassy at 
the time these qiurders 
took place. It is also a fact 
that after the radio station 
was seized by the U.S./Ca- . 
ribbea·n c;ombined forces, 
the rebel army faction 
continued to broadcast un­

-der the name of Radio 
Free Grenada from a 
transmitter located inside 
the Soviet "Embassy. T hjs 
clearly indicates that the 

for all that has ensued. 
Call it a breach of In­

ternationlfl Law tf you 
wish. There a.ra times 
when the •laws of Goo 
must take precedence over 
the laws of man and I 

· salute the courageous lead­
ers of the Ut1ilf:d States 
and those Caribbean Na­
tions who, notwithstand­
ing . the opinion of othera, 
bravely came to the rescue 
of our black brothers and 

sisters in their ~ rkest 
inoment of de!!pair. 
. As a citizen of Trinidad 
and Tobago I hang my 
head in shame that our 

• leaders did not have the 
cour~ge to do likewise but 
appeared to sit in endless 
debate while the lives of­
thousands of Caribbean 
people stood· in dire peril. . f 
• NANCY MqRGAN, .::J,,b "Z,l 

Petit Valley, 

CARNIVAL 
~~I~fW: ~½!!!~2.1~ 
happened again. Once • calm to what is going on 
more the Government of in Grenada .and that is a 
Trinidad and T obago and pity. T he country that was 
some "people" have dis- suppo~ed • to ge~ their stiff 
played their carnival men- . behinds down to Grenada 
tality when dealing .with and do something about 
something important. the situation seems to be 

A time -has arisen . for more afraid than the Gre-
Mr. Chambers to finally nadians themselves. . 
do something wise and he I hope that I can get 
"bombed out." some "feed" back on this, 

Now, the great tal}(ers and that some one can 
of Trinidad have come answer, why is it that no 
forward. Yqu'll hear things one see.ms to be interested 
like we were d,mble=cross- in the fact that the Cu­
ed or back-stabbed by Ja- bans are in Grenada, and 
maica, Barbados and the . that they are the ones 
other Caribbean states, doing the fighting or rath­
who called on America to e r putting up the assis­
intervene . in Grenada. tance to bring peace back 
Don't you think that all .to the "spice island." 
the other count ries have • Why doesn't someone 
been closely looking at or some organisation call 
Trinidad and Tobago. on Cuba to withdraw their 

They know that we are troops from Grenada·. 
all talk and no action they I think that I speiik for 
know that we allowed our a lot more than · a few 
country to be governed by people in Trinidad and 
a set of "bobolees" and Tobago when I say "thank 
"squanderers." Now tell you America and stay. 
me, • does it make any clo.se by. Trinidad will 
-sense at all talking about _need you so0n." 
anything important with 
us. • 
~ The J::aribbean does not. 

have the ne·cessities to put 

CONCERNED · CITI-
ZEN • 
• Tabaquite 

Russian Government was A · • t d 
fully supportrni:)·the rebel pp_rec1_a e 1/0 
army that-haa murdered ~ 

. the popular leaders of the 
Grenadian people. THE .EDIT C>R: I wish to lieves in freedom nd de-

4) It · is a fact that a voice my app·recia_tjon of mocracy. As could have 
colonel in the Cuban the USA's courageous in- been expected, our Gov­
Army was in command of vasion of Grenada in re- ernment has been com­
the so-called Cuban "con- sponse to a request for pletely spineless and made 
struction workers" who help from those govern- no commitment one way 
put up a ·curious fight to ments among us with the or the other. • 
defend that same rebel- guts and good sense not to Of course there will be 
lious arri).y unit •that had sit back -and let events protests from many peo­
only days before executed deteriorate to the point of pie. 
the popular leaders of the . no return. Particularly disgusting 

• people and who up to the Even if Cuba has had is the negative response of 
time of the invasion, were no dealings in the events the British government: 
holding the entire popula- so far as has been report- after using these islands 
t ion of Grenada under ed, it would not be long for their own intents dur­
harsh military rule and before the Cubans . took ing Colonial times they 
continuing to murder in- advantage of the chaos now discard us, turn their 
nocent • eople in the clas- and uncertainty· and would backs on- us · in times of -

-::!:t~~~'5~~Jl~~~-i ~ - ~:~~~e~e~l~ Ji~nrvo~l~v~e~d~. - ttr~o~ufbtle~,~afund then con,demn ' ' th obvious to all that both that direction ae II S fQr helping. 
the Russians and Cubans taken • there would have You may not oe pent!ct, 
were in full collaboration been no turning back. but as a friend you're by 
with the murderous . el- T hus the decision for far the best choice around. 
ements who seized power the U.S. to invade was the BRIAN NOTHNA- -----
in Grenada and should be only option open to any GEL, 
held equally responsible rational person who be- Westmoorings. 
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Reagan's popularity 
after Lebanon and 
Grenada crises still 
to be contested 

,,. 

WASHINGTON, Tuesday, CANA-Reuter- Using 
\ his celebrated gifts as the "great communicator" 
_\ of American politics, President Reagan appears to 

,1 have turned the potentially damaging Grenada 
and Lebanon crises to his own sharp advantage 
with U.S. voters . 

While this trend may prove short-lived as pub­
lic euphoria over the successful Grenada invasion 
fades, new polls show Reagan riding a sudden 
crest of popular esteem as a decisive leader as he 
readies for his week-long trip to Korea and Ja­
pan. 

If, as the president often says, "the people will tell 
me" whether to seek re-election in 1984, the message he 
is now getting may add up to a strong plus as he nears a 
decision. 

The apparent pro-Reagan fall -out from the Grenada 
operation and the bomb blast that killed at least 230 
members of the U.S. peace-keeping force in Beirut 
caught pollsters and opposition democratic critics off­
guard for two reasons: 

First, foreign policy and the related "fear of war" 
issue had been seen as his weak spot in repeated opinion 
surveys. 

Second, the September 23 marine deaths in Beirut 
initially hit the U.S. public with a demoralising shock­
effect and, standing alone, would likely have damaged 
Reagan badly. 

The stunning news of the Grenada invasion just three 
days later at first compounded the confusion and anxiety 
as people wondered what its purpose was, why U.S. 
troops were suddenly embroiled in two foreign conflicts 
and how many more would die. 

What saved a grim situation for Reagan was his 
decision to make a television speech on both issues once 
the Grenada strike was in its second day and achieving 
its goals at modest cost. 

Direct appeal to patriotic sentiment is a technique the 
polished and persuasive former screen actor has used 
many times in political rows, but seldom with such 
dramatic results. 

A survey by ABC news and the Washington Post, 
done before and after his speech and released this past 
week, said he had reversed opinion on his handling of 
the Lebanon crisis from 53 per e;ent against to 52 per 
cent in favour. On Grenada, the shift was from bare 
majority support to 65 per cent backing. 

A second poll by USA newspaper reported very 
similar results. It said Reagan had neutralised the 
Lebanon issue and made Grenada a publicity triumph 
"in one bold stroke." 

TRIPOLI: Two Leb­
anese brothers, 
wounded by an ex­
ploding shell in the 
inter-Palestinian 
fighting in this no­
thern Lebanese port 
are carried by Civil 
Defense workers 
into the Red Cross 
Hospit11l. The boy on 
the left later died of 
his wounds and 
their mother was se­
rious I y i.:1jured. 
(UPI Radiophcto) 
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Patriotic support over Grenada came as no great 
shock once success was evident. What did surprise some 
analysts was that it was strong enough to buy Reagan 
backing on Lebanon as well and to boost general 
confidence in him on foreign issues. 

One reason appeared to be sheer national pride in a 
clear-cut, victorious assertion of U.S. power after years 
of frustrations. The Iran hostage crisis of 1979-80 is still 
r~membered as an especially galling humiliation. 

Reagan raised that very point, noting that U.S. troops 
had rescued many Americans stranded on Grenada and 
adding: "The nightmare of our hostages in Iran must 
never be repeated." 

Still, polling analysts say it is by no means clear this 
rallying-round-Reagan will endure on international is­
sues. 

The ABC-Post poll, for instance, found that most 
Americans are still deeply worried about the vulnerable 
marines in Beirut despite the current inclination to back 
him on that issue. 

In addition, these crises have diverted attention from 
such festering problems as the conflict in El Salvador 
and the nuclear arms race. These have fanned "war 
scare" anxieties in the past and were causing Reagan's 
foreign policy ratings to tumble before the impact of 
events in Lebanon and Grenada. 
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HAVANA: Cuban President Fidel Castro talks 

with his brother, Raul, Defence Minister, after 

arrival of the fourth flight of former prisoners 
from Gfenada. The two walked back to the 
terminal after greeting about 100 Cubans back 
to their homeland. UPI Radiophoto. UWI L
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NOW THE WOR[D 
KNOWS GRENADA 
ST.GEORGE 's, 
Tuesday, (CANA­
Reuter) -About two 
years ago a public 
relations firm was 
hired to draw atten­
tion to a Caribbean 
island almost no one 
had heard of - a lush, 
little place called 
Grenada. 

Today, one bloody 
coup and one U.S. 
invasion later, the 
name recognition 
problem has been 
solved, and Grenada 
1s now the best~ 
known island this 
side of the Falklands. 

The people in the tou­
rism business, Grenada's 
second largest industry af­
ter agriculture, worry 
about the effect their sud­
den celebrity will have. 
They wonder whether hol­
iday-makers seeking tropi­
cal paradise will think of 
choosing an island out of 
the headlines. 

Moreover, they realise 
that when the last U.S. 
soldier has gone home, the 
country's enormous tou­
rism problems, headed by 
inaccessibility and limited 
hotel rooms, will still be as 
serious as even. 

"Everyone in the world 
now knows about a place 
called Grenada," says Jane 
Belfon, Director of the 
Ministry or Tourism here. 
"Before, the few people 
who had heard of us 
thought. we were in 
Spain." 

In its efforts to publi­
cise the island, Grenada's 
public relations agency 
used a strategy of educa­
tion lacing advertise-

But will 
tourism 
benefit 
from 
its 
sudden 
fame? 
ments in tourism industry 
publications and offerir,g 
subsidized trips to famil­
iarise tour agents and 
tr.,vel writers. 

They were rewarded by 
glowing reviews, and Bel­
fon says that for the first 
seven months of this year 
tourism was up 17 per 
cent over the same period 
last year. 

Grenada had hoped to 
attract 33,000 stay-over 
tourists this year - a big 
increase over last year's 
25,000 but still nothing 
like a capacity crowd. 

Never in its history, 
Belfon, said has Grenada 
been filled with tourists, 
even in the boom days of 
the 1970s before energy 
problems, airline troubles, 
and before political tur­
moil , which gave some 
travel agents the idea that 
the country might not be 
safe. 

The leftist experiments 
of Grenada's New Jewel 
Movement attracted a pe­
culiar brand of tourist, the 
academic whb wanted to 
witness t he country's so­
da! change firsthand. In­
deed, one liberal New 

York travel agency began 
selling Grenada tours 
along with its other pack­
ages to Cuba, Hanoi • and 
other leftist meccas. 

Grenada's tourism 
problems were com­
pounded by intertwined 
deficiencies. The island is 
not easy to reach, served 
only by a few daily flights 
by 48-seat prop planes 
which land at the small 
Pearl's Airport, a gruelling 
hour's drive from St. 
George's. 

To get more tourists, a 
larger, closer airport was 
needed, and islanders were 
pinning their hopes on the 
large landing strip on 
which .hundreds of Cubans 
were working at the time 
of the October 25 inva­
sion. 

Now, that strip is filled 
with U.S. military aircraft, 
and Belfon says there has 
been no commitment to 
finish it. 

Even if it is finished, 
there are questions about 
how many jumbo jetfulls 
of tourists will come to an 
island with a scant 1100 
rooms, many of them rus­
tic at best. 

"People acted like the 
new airport would be a 
magic answer," says W.B. 
Jacobs, owner of a small 
inn outside St. George's. 
"I knew that wasn't true -
people want to come 
where there are many nice 
hotels and we just don't 
have enough yet." 

As an example of poor 
understanding of tourists' 
needs, Jacobs mentions 
one hotel, supposedly built 
to attract upper income 
travellers, which had no 
hot water or air condition­
ing. 

"They don't under­
stand," Jacobs said. "I 
don't care how nic;e and 

pure the Caribbean is, 
Americans want to shave 
with hot water." 

The list of woes contin­
ues. One short cut to tour­
ist dollars which bypasses 
the hotel and airport di­
lemma, is cruise ships, and 
with frequent sails by 
boats out of Miami, Gre­
nada's day-visitor business 
was picking up. 

But all that ended a few 
weeks ago after Grenada's 
military coup, which 
sparked the series of 
events leading to the inva­
sion. 

"When the news got 
out about the Prime Min­
ister's Maurice Bishop's 
arrest , the cruise ships 
stopped coming," Belfon 
said. 

Despite the crushing 
weight of these problems, 
Belfon is hopeful. "There 
will be a lot of curiosity 
now, and we need to take 
advantage of it before the 
people fo rget about us 
again. 

"People were starting to 
discover us, and they liked 
what they found. We were 
getting a lot of repeat visi­
tors, and they need to 
know that whatever has 
happened, Grenadians 
haven't changed." 
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Seaga meets~~,. 
Reagan 
W A SHINGTON: 
Presiden t Reagan 
meets with Jamai­
can Prime Minister 
Edward Seaga at 
the White House. A 
leak of the decision 
to intervene in Gre­
nad a heightened 
fears about the safe­
ty of Americans on 
the island prior to 
the U.S.-Ied inva­
sion, said Seaga. 
Speaking to report­
ers after meeting 
Reagan, Seaga also 
said General Hudson 
Austin, leader of 
Grenada's Marxist 
regime was told of 
the plan 36 hours 
before the invasion. 
(UPI Radiophoto) 
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200 PRA 111embers 
are in custody ;J(,// 

ST GEORGE'S,Tuesday( CANA) 
-- Some 200 former members of 
Grenada's disbanded People's 
Revolutionary Army (PRA) are 
now in the custody of the United 
States military, it has been an~ 
nounced here. 

According to Major Allan Douglas of the 
Caribbean peace keeping force, the ex-Grena­
dian soldiers are being held at Point Salines to 
the south of the island, after being handed 
over to the Americans between Friday and 
Saturday. 

Major Douglas said that the former Grena­
da soldiers were among the 1,300 army and 
militiamen who surrendered at Queen's Park, 
a mile from here, to the Caribbean peace 
keeping forces following an ultimatum from 
Governor General Sir Paul Scoon. 

He said these· detainees, who were already 
processed by the Caribbean peace keeping 
forces, are expected to undergo further interro­
gation from the United States military, who 
were instrumental in helping to crush the 
military junta of General Hudson Austin two 
weeks ago. 

Of the local Grenadian soldiers who surren-

dered to the Caribbean forces - made up of 
soldiers and police officers from several region­
al states - some 1,069 were militia personnel -a 
volutionary unit here. 

Major Douglas also reacted to increasing 
complaints from a wide cross section of the 
Grenadian population that a number of "hard 
core elements" of the former ruling New Jewel 
Movement (NJM) could still be seen on the . 
streets. ._ 

He said: "Do we expect to just go around 
and pick up all of these people associated with 
the New Jewel Movement: it is not our inten­
tion to just pick up people without some good · 
reason." 

Stating that unless the Caribbean peace 
keeping force was presented with evidence of 
the dangers. posed by these former NJM activ­
ists "we would not just go around and pick up 
people." 

"We are from Caribbean deJiOCI~is: GWD­
tries and this is what we are here t'fyi.n{ fb let 
flourish, and we would not just pick up people 
at random and hand them over to the Ameri­
cans for interrogation," he added. 

On the question of how long the Caribbean 
peace keeping force intended to remain in the 
island in the drive to restore law and order 
following civil unrest in which Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop was executed, Major Douglas 

said this would be as long as the forces were 
needed. 

He S/Vd the more than 300 soldiers and 
pol,ice officers making up the Caribbean forces 
on the island would remain in Grenada as long 
as they are needed as a peace keeping force. 

Major Douglas who is of the Jamaican 
l)t;fence Force, indicated that the Caribbean 
forces would most likely be on the island to 
help in 09erseeing the holding of free and fair 
elections but said the important thing was 

• that those governments who have soldiers in 
Grenada should be proud of them. 

According to him: "What is more important 
is that Grenadians have accepted us with open 
arms and any thing we want, even to laun­
dering our clothes, they are prepared to pay 
the bills for us." 

"This has helped to boost the morale of our 
men and it is a good experience for them," he 
added. 

Ma~ Douglas also repeated earlier 
statements that no member of the Caribbean 
force died during the invasion. 

Eighteen U.S soldiers died along with 42 
Cubans. No figures have so far been given on 
the number of Grenadians killed although at 
least 16 patients perished when a mental 
hospital was accidentally bombed by the 
Americans. 
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TOHOI.D 
FREE AND 
FAIR 
ELECTIONS 
one of the aims 
of the interim 
govt in Grenada 
ST GEORGES­
' Wednesday(CA­
NA )-- Nicholas 
Brathwaite, ap­
pointed today as 
acting chairman of 
Grenada's interim 
administration to­
night dismissed 
suggestions that 
the advisory coun­
cil would , be a 
United States pup­
pet. 

"Our concern would be 
to have Grenada accepted 
as a non- aligned country, 
;_,5 well as an active mem­
ber of the Caribbean Com­
munity (Caricom) the 
United Nations and the 
Commonwealth," Brath-

waite told the Caribbean 
News Agency. 

Brathwaite will, act as 
chairman until confirma­
tion is received that econ­
omist Alister McIntyre 
could join the administra­
tion from his post as dep­
uty Secretary-General of 
the Geneva-based United 
Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD). McIntyre is 
due at the U.N in New 
York tomorrow to discuss 
the matter. 

The appointment of 
nine-members of the 
council follows the U.S-led 
invasion of Grenada on 
October 25. It marks the 
first step in a return to 
civilian authority. 

Mr Brathwaite who is 
director of the George­
town- based Common­
wealth Youth Centre said 
that Grenada was now in a 
unique situation and it is 
not the intention of the 
c;aretaker adm inistration 
to declare any policy for 
the people. 

"We are really expected 
to serve to help the coun­
try in the holding of free 
and fa ir elections and to 
set up the timetable in 
which we think that this 
free and fair elections can 
be held in the country," he 
added. 

The former Grenada 
Chief Education Officer 
also spoke on what he 
considers to be the main 
tasks of the interim gov­
ernment. 

He said the priority 
would be to take the nec­
essary steps to get the 
country to return to some 
fo~m of normalacy and 
this would include having 
the civil service and the 
Government machinery 
fun_ctioning properly 
agam. 

_There is also a need, be 
said to help re-establish 
through community edu­
cation the concept of the 
democratic process where 
the people can choose 
their own government 
through the ballot box. 

Grenada has not had 
elections for seven vears. 

According to Mr Brath­
waite it is too early to say 
what would be the pro­
gramme of the interim ad­
ministration. 

However, he said the 
members serving on the 
body are expected to be in 
a good position to know 
the types of programmes 
to be pursued for the life­
time of the interim admin­
istration which should be 
between six months to one 
year . 

... 
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BODIES 
INA 
GRAVE 
three 
males, one 
female 
WASHINGTON,Wednes­
day(CANA-Reuter)- A 
U.S. official said today the 
remains of three males 
and one female appear to 
be in a grave on Grenada 
where other officials have 
said former Prime Min­
ister Maurice Bishop may 
have been buried. 

State Department 
spokesman A_lan Ro~berg 
said forensic evidence 
would be required for any 
positive identification. 

Officials in Grenada 
said yesterday the gr~ve 
may contain the rem'.'lms 
of Bishop, who was killed 
in .a military takeover Oc­
tober 19 along with three 
of his ministers. 

BEATEN 

Deputy Secretary of 
State Kenneth Dam said 
last week that one of the 
three, Education Minister 
Jacqueline Creft, was ap­
parently beaten to death .. 

Romberg also told re­
porters today U.S. officials 
now estimate 59 Cuban 
and Grenadian fighters 
were killed in the U.S.-led 
invasion of Grenada. 
Romberg said that total 
was based on field reports 
and was subject to change. 

He said he had no fig­
ures on how many civil­
ians were killed. 

The Pentagon said to­
day its figure on U.S. serv­
icemen killed in the 
invasion remained at 18. 

STILL 
SNIPER 
FIRE 
ST GEORGES,Wednes­
day( CANA) -- United 
States troops may have 
encountered sniper fire to­
day in the hills of Cafe, 
residents said. 

They said that several 
rounds of shots wer~ fired 
and United States aircraft 
were flying unusually low. 
Soldiers were seen carry­
ing a number of arms and 
ammunition from the 
area. .

1
. 

Yesterday U.S mi itary 
officials said that up to 50 
remnants of the Grenada 
army and Cubans w~re 
still at large in lush hilly 
areas. . 

U.S-led forces mvaded 
Grenada October 25 to 
remove the army . ~r?m 
power and restore cwihan 
government. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



THURSDAY NOVEMBER 10,1983 

,,,.""' 

~ ,,, 
,~,~ 

, 

-~ 
ePETITE CALIVIGNY: U.S. Army soldiers carry a body from a mass grave here. Three to four 

badly hurned bodies were removed near a former PRA military camp. Officials suspect that the 
remai,1s of former Prime Minister Maurice Bishop may be in the mass grave, stemming from 
the massacre. (UPI Radiophoto). 

FORBES BURNHAM SAYS GUYANA WILL HAVE 
NOTHING TO DO WITH A GOVERNMENT THAT'S 

PUPPET 
OF THE·u.s. 
GEORGETOWN­
, Wednesday(CA­
NA-Reuter)-Guya­
na will have 
nothing to do with 
any interim ad­
ministration in 
Grenada that 
merely proves to 
be a puppet of the 
United States, 
President Forbes 
Burnham said to­
day. 

"If the Government ap­
pointed by the Governor­
General (Grenada's Gover­
nor General Sir Paul 
Scoon) turns out to be -
palpably close to Washing­
ton we will have nothing 
to do with it. We want no 
deal with any puppet gov­
ernment of the U.S., Bar­
bados or .Jamaica," he said 
in an interview. 

Guyana has condemned 
the U.S . -led invasion of 
Grenada last month and 
described Caribbean coun­
tries that supported it as 
stooges for American im­
perialism. 

Burnham spoke shortly 
before Scoon named an 
interim eight- member ad­
ministration. 

He said he would accept 
the new government e"en 
though he doubted its le­
gal basis: "We have to 
accept the reality of the 
new situation. but it is 

important that he (Scoon) 
assume his proper role as 
Governor-General and fol­
low the advice of his ad­
ministration. " 

Burnham said he was 
concerned that Scoon 
would become a tool of the 
U.S. policy in Grenada 
and said free elections 
should be organised as 
soon as possible. 

OBJECTED 

The Guyanese leader 
objected to the presence of 
a peace-keeping force in­
volving the U.S ., jamaica 
and Barbados in Grenada 
but sa id Guyana would 
accept a security presence 
involving Commonwealth 
countries until elections 
are held. 

"Grenada should be 
governed without the su­
pervision of the Eastern 
Caribbean States or any 
foreigr.iers the country. Re­
construction should be 
carried out by a govern­
ment responsive to the 
will of the people," he 
said. 

Burnham said the only 
political grouping capable 
of this was the New Jewel 
Movement of slain Prime 
Minister Maurice Bishop. 

Surviving NJM leaders 
have cautioned an even­
tual reorganisation of the 
movement. Former lndus­
trv Minister Kendrick Ra-

dix, a close friend of 
Bishop, said it depended 
on the will of the people. 

Asked about sugges­
tions from Barbados and 
Jamaica that his govern­
ment may have been be­
hind Grenada 's apparent 
readiness for a U.S. land­
ing, Burnham said it was 
not true and noted that 
Seaga had said the deci­
sion was leaked by a coun­
try which participated in 

• the invasion (the Eastern 
Caribbean States, Jamaica 
and Barbados). 

As a result of the Gre­
nada crisis, a serious split 
has developed in the Ca-

ribbean Community (Cari­
com) and Seaga has 
proposed a new grouping, 
without Guyana if nec­
essary. Burnham has 
strongly objected to this. 

"I am hopeful th11t 
when tempers have cooled, 
Caricom would move for­
ward. If not, Guyana will 
not participate in a Cari­
com 2 and I have good 
reasons to believe somE 
others will not either,' 
Burnham said. 

SHARED 

He did not name any 
country, but noted that 
Trinidad, Belize, and th£ 
Bahamas have large!) 
shared Guyana's position 
up to now. 

Guyana was one of the 
four founding members of 
Caricom, a regional inte­
gration group comprising 
13 past and present Brit­
ish colonies. Burnham is 
the only co-signatory still 
in office just over ten 
years after the treaty took 
effect. 
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U.S. fore es head in Grenada 
says human rights violated 
ST GEORGE's, 

.(CANA-Reuter)-­
U.S. searches of 
houses, roundups 
of susp_ected left­
ists and the estab­
lishment of camps 
for detainees have 
violated the hu­
man rights of Gre­
nadians, according 
to the head of 
American forces 
here. 

Major General Jack 
Farris told Reuters in 
an interview that Gre­
nadians were still sup­
portive of the October 
25 U.S.-led invasion of 
their island home, but 1 

could soon get tired of 
searches of their cars 
and homes by U.S. 
troops. 

Farris said that the 
U.S. forces' main objec­
tive was still to round 
up suspected members 
of the now-disbanded 
People's Revolutionary 
Army, which served the 
former government 
ousted by the invasion. 

"We pick'em up and 

we take'em down to a 
detainment camp 
where we interrogate 
them and we keep'em 
there long enough to 
cross reference their in­
terrogation with all the 

others, he said, adding 
that if the cross refer­
ence aroused suspicion 
of crimes against . the 
peop_le, the detainees 

many in IO-cubic-foot 
boxes in the sweltering 
tropical sun for interro­
gation and detention. 

Dandridge said 
roundups and interro­
gation of Grenadians 
would continue but 
would most likely be 
done at·the prison. 

"When you do all 
this there is an effect 
on civil liberties and 

FOCUS ON THE CARIBBEAN 

are held. U.S. spo.kes­
man James Dandridge 
has said that the Amer­
icans would dismantle 
the detention camp 
they had some 10 miles 
(16 km) east of the 
capitai. 

The last of the 148 
prisoners detained in 
the camp were to be 
released, and at least 40 
have been transferred 
to the Rich'rnond Hill 
Prison in St George's. 

During its three 
weeks of operation, the 

camp has processed 
and • detained some 
1,100 political and mili­
tary prisoners, holding 

human rights, I am 
very sensitive to that ... 
so what we need to do 
as fast as we can is get 
. all these .people in, get 
them interrogated and 
get them back into so­
ciety or up to the pri­
son, Farris said. 

He said hundreds of 
U.S. forces were comb­
ing the countryside 
looking for what he be­
lieves are up to 30 Cu­
ban resistance fighters 
who did not leave the 
Island when · hundreds 
of others were deported 
by the Grenadian Gov­
ernment. 

He said that until 
the Cubans were routed 

from the island, and 
the rest of the PRA 
renegades can be cap­
tured, the 2,300 U.S. 
forces remaining here 
cannot leave the island. 

He said other crite­
ria must be met as well 
before there can be a 
U.S. pullout. 

These include a 
functionihg police force 
and government, which 
Farris said could take 
anywhere from 40 days 
to four months. Other 
military sources said it 
could take up to one 
year. 

Political and other 
military sources, how­
ever, said that the long­
er the United States 
remained on the island 
the greater the chances 
the Grenadians would 
turn against the U.S. 

"That is why I want 
to get on with getting 
these thugs rounded up 
and stopping these 
searches and get.ting 
the island back to a 
normal state, where we 
don't have to use emer­
gency powers violating 
peoples' human rights, 
Farris said. 

Barbados to ctef end 
action on Grenada 

Pro-U.S. 
protest 
in St. DltIDGETOWN­

!~°'C=l--Barbados 
IS sending two min­
isters to next week's 
meeting in Belguim of 
Socialist International 
to explain the island's 
role in the U.S-led in­
vasion of Grenada, a 
government statement 
said. 

It is part of a diplo­
matic initiative an­
nounced this week by 
Prime Minister Tom 
Adams following strong 
international condem­
nation of the military 
intervention last Octo­
ber 25. Barbados pro­
vided a token 
contingent of troops 
and policemen to help 
crush a military junta 
that had seized power 
in a bloody coup. • 

The ruling Barbados 
Labour Party is a 

member of Socialist In­
ternationa\ a 15"""P"'!5 
of social democratic 
parties, many of whom 
joined in the criticism 
of the invasion. 

The Barbados dele­
gation to the three-day 
meeting starting next 
Wednesday will include 
Health Minister O'bri­
en Trotman and Henry 
Forde, the former For­
eign Minister who has 
been appointed a Min­
ister and Special Envoy 
of Mr Adams for the 
meeting. 

The main theme of 
the three-day burean 
meeting, to be held in 
the Europeal} Parlia­
ment in Brussels, is 
Disarmament and 
Arms Control. Dele­
·gates will also discuss 
,the world economy. 

George's 
ST • GEORGES, Sunday 
(Cana)-About half-a-dozen 
peopl~ staged a peaceful pro­
Amenc,an demonstration in St. 
George s today but failed to get 
Saturday shoppers to join them. 

The demonstrators stood in 
front of the state-owned Nation­
al Commercial Bank and carried 
placards calling on U.S Presi­
dent Reagan to allow American 
~roops to stay on Grenada as the 
island returns to civilian admin­
!strat!on following the U.S.-led 
mvas10n last month. 

Some of the placards read 
.God _Bless America, leave the 
Americans right here and'We 
dont want no Cubans'. • 

But the pleas of the demon­
strators for more support fell on 
deaf ears. 

Washington said this week 
that U.S troops will be pulled 
out of Grenada by December 23. 
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UNITEP NATION­
S,Wednesday,(CANA) -
-. Guyana remains com­
mitted to the Caribbean 
Community (Caricom) 
and its decision to op­
pose seven of its Cari­
com partners who 
provided forces for the 
invasion of Grenada 
was based on the prin­
ciple of non-interven­
tion in the affairs of 
states, its Ambassador 
to the United Nations 
has said. 

EXPRESS Thunday November 10, 1983 Page 3 

YES,GUYANA 
REMAINS 
COMMITTED 
TOCARICOM Ambassador Noel Sin­

clair has been explaining 
the Guyana decision to co­
sponsor a U.N security 
decision resolution de­
ploring the invasion by 
fo rces from the United 
States, Barbados, Jamaica 
and five nations of the 
Organisation of Eastern 
Caribhean States _(OECS). 
The U.S vetoed the resolu­
tion which was later re­
vived and overwhelmingly 
approved in the general 
assembly. 

says country's Ambassador 
to the United Nations 

Sinclair said Guyana 
had no intention of under­
mining the foreign policy 
position of Caricom 
adopted for international 
conferences. Its own for­
eign policy was based on 
principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations and 
that of the non-aligned 
movement, he said. 

The vociferous condem-
1 ~tion by Guyana of the 
iutervention has brought 
strains within Caricom. 
Jamaica has taken the ini­
tiative to begin the proc­
ess of restrucuting the 
Commun ity without 
Georgetown which has 
said it does not wish to 
participate. The Caricom 
Secret~·:at is located in 
the G..:yuna capital. 

Sinclair told CANA 
that his country had de- , 
cided to be party to a U.N 
resolution because it knew 
of no arrangement or 
agreement within the re­
gion that gives member 
states the right to invite 

intervention in any other 
state of the Caribbean. 

The OECS have cited 
Article Eight of the Treaty 
establishing the organisa­
tion as the legal basis on 
which the request for 
American military aid was 
made. This section deal 
with the security of the 
seven members of the 
OECS. 

" I say definitely there is 
no arrangement or 
agreement that gives any 
state in the Caribbean, the 
right to invite interven­
tion, invite invasion in 
any other state of the Ca­
ribbean. When you think 
about it, the moment this 
kind of behaviour becomes 
practice, the moment it 
becomes a rule all our 
states a're in danger", Sin­
clair said. 

Sinclair said that there 
must be always "non-in­
tervention, non-interfer­
ence in the internal affairs 
of states and nothing 
about any Caricom or 

OECS arrangement that 
places any limitation on 
such respects can be ac­
cepted." 

"I can't conceive if 
ever, becoming accepted 
practice one or two or a 
few states in the region 
can decide that because 
they do not like the Gov­
ernment of a particular 
state they are free to in­
vite outside intervention 
to change that state of 
affairs in that country", 
he said. 

The Ambassador said 
Guyana found it "unac­
ceptable that the people of 
Grenada could be party to 
an intervention in their 
own country". "What I 
find unacceptable is the 
people of Grenada invited 
what they suffered over 
the past few days ... " "I 
find it hard to believe 
that." 

Sinclair dismissed re­
ports that Guyana was 
backing the resolution due 
to its border problems 

with neighbouring Vene­
zuela. That country has 
been claiming five-eigths 
of Guyana territory and 
Mr Sinclair said that his 
country had backed the 
security council resolution 
on Grenada "out of a posi­
tion of principle." 

"Our present problem 
with Venezuela had noth­
ing to do with it... of 
course there are very vital 
principles at stake in con­
nection with Venezuela's 
claim to our country" Sin­
clair added. 

"Guyana's foreign poli­
cy has not changed, it has 
always been a foreign poli­
cy based on principle, the 
Charter of the United Na­
tions and on the principles 
of the ,, non-aligned 
movement. 

"There has been abso­
lutely no change in that 
foreign policy, we also 
have a commitment to 
Caricom ... and that contin­
ues to be Guyana's posi­
tion," Sinclair said. 
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WHO'S WHO IN THE 

ST GEORGE'S,Wednesday(CANA) -­
The fo llowing are pen sketches of the 
nine members of the advisory council 
announced today by Governor-General 
Sir Paul Scoon. 

Chairman-designate Meredith Alister 
McIntyre: Best known in the Caribbean 
as Secretary-General of the Caribbean 
Community (1974-78) during the diffi­
cult years fo llowing the oil crisis. 

A graduate of the University of the 
West Indies (UWI) McIntyre, served as 
the director of the Institute of Social 
and Economic Research of t he UWI 
Jamaica before joining Caricom. He has 
been working with the United Nations 
Confe rence on Trade and Development 
(UNyTAD) since 1977 and is cur rently 
deputy secretary-general. Is married 
with three children. He will be responsi­
ble for finance, t rade and electoral af­
fai rs. 

Acting chairman, Nicholas Brath­
waite, 58, is director of the Guyana­
based Commonwealth Youth Pro­
gramme. He is a former Chief Educa­
tion Officer of Grenada. His s··l\·ices 
have been provided under the Crrnmon­
wealth Fund fo r Technical Cooperation. 
His portfo lios is education, youth and 
community development and sports. 

Dr J ames De Vere Pitt: An educator 
who would serve the interim adminis- · 
t ration in the areas of construction, 
housing and environmental matters and 
science and technology. Dr Pitt who 
holds a Ph.d in Botany from the Uni­
versity of Reading in Britain is the 
current director of the local science 
council. He also holds degrees in Natu­
ral Sciences from the University of the 
West Indies and Liverpool University in 
Britain. 

Joan Purcell: The only woman serv­
ing on the interim government is the 
holder of a Degree in Sociology from the 
University of the West Indies (UWI). 
Mrs Purcell after graduating from UWI 
returned home to take up the post as 
director of the local Canadian Save the 
Children Fund (CANSAVE) . She is 
responsible for labour, employment and 
women's affairs. 

Dr Patrick Emmanuel: The Holder of 
a Ph.d in Political Science from the 
University of the West Indies would be 
the chief spokesman for the interim 
administration on fo reign affairs. Dr 
Emmanuel is a senior fe llow at the 
Institute of Social and Economic Re­
search of UWI, Barbados and a one 
time lecturer at the St Augustine Cam­
pus. He is reported to have turned down 
a top post with the former ruling New 
Jewel Movement of Maurice Bishop 
which seized power here in a March 13, 
197!) coup. 

Dr Allan Kirton: Permanent Secre­
tary to former ,Jamaican Prime Min­
ister Michael Manley and presently 
s rves Edw:u_d Seaga The holder of a 
pe_gree in , ·atural Science from th 

\V[ ~nd a Doctorate in 1 ,overnment. 

MCINTYRE 

Kirton is expected to look after the civil 
service and the secretariat of the coun­
cil. He's also a former lecturer in Public 
Administration and Government at the 
Mona Campus of UWI as well as an ex­
Fisheries Officer in Grenada, and Direc­
tor of Fisheries in Jamaica. He also 
served as Jamaican Ambassador to the 
Law of the Sea Conference. He is 50. 

Christopher Williams: An educator 
by profession. Held a number of teach­
ing posts in the country before becom­
ing the headmaster of the Waltham 
Junior Secondary School in the country 
which was upgraded to a full secondary 
school by t he Maurice Bishop regime. 

Mr Williams who is also a welfare 
and youth worker has not been assigned 
a portfolio by Sir Paul but has been 
designated to assist the head of the 
council. 

Arnold Cruickshank: The holder of a 
diploma in agriculture from the former 
Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture 
in Trinidad. He is a former graduate of 
the Grenada Boys' Secondary School 
and presently serves ae the senior man­
ager of the Agricultural Division of the 
Barbados- based Caribbean Devel­
opment Bank (CDB). 

Mr Cruickshank would oversee agri­
culture and natural resources and indus­
trial development in the interim 
administration. 

Raymond Smith: He has been named 
to hold the responsibility of telecommu­
nications, information and postal serv­
ices in the care-taker government. Mr 
Smith, the current Advisor to the Gre­
nada Government on telecommunica­
tion matters is a past manager of the 
ormer Windward Islands Broaucasting 

',l'fv1ces (WlBS! . 
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OUR OPINION 

T&T HAS A 
ROLE TO 
PLAY IN 

GRENADA'S 
FUTURE 

WHATEVER scurrilous 
writers may report about 
plans to oust Trinidad and 
Tobago out of Caricom, the 
truth remains that Trin­
idad and Tobago remains 
part of the Caricom entity. 
Whatever Prime Minister 
George Chambers chagrin 
with his Caricom col­
leagues,he cannot afford to 
be party to any break -up 
o f the i ntegration 
movement, as some well­
meaning, but misguided, 
people have been suggest­
ing. 

Actually, the Prime 
Minister, while alluw-in.g 
some of his ire to show 
during his recent address 
to the women's arm of his 
party, was careful to de­
scribe the "wounds" which 
he received as a conse­
quence of the Grenadian 
crisis as "very deep", but 
"not fatal. "Between those 
two conditions, there is life 
in the patient, yet, even if 
some delicate treatment 
remains necessary. 

The meeting with Alis­
tair McIntyre, designated 
head of the interim admin­
istration of Grenada,is of 
special significance, and, 
to be fair, for Mr .Chamb­
ers a political coup of sort­
s if only because it has the 
s~mbolic value of provid­
ing evidence that Trinidad 
and Tobago does care 
about its Grenadian breth­
ren. 

Mr .Chambers during his 
address seemed nonplussed 
that anybody in their right 
mind could ever accuse 
Trinidad and Tobago of 
neglecting Grenada and he 
reiterated a number of oc­
cassions on which he had 
stepped forward 'to save 
the late Maurice Bishop's 
goose, so to speak. 

But that is the popular 
perception both here and 
in Grenada and whatever 
the Prime Minister's delib­
erate confusing of scurri­
lous polls conducted by 
other newspapers and the 
scientific, accurate polls 
that ours have pro+en to 
be, he has to move, and 
move with dispatch, to 
deal with it. 

The truth is, Trinidad 
and Tobago has a vital role 
to play in the future of our 
t roubled sister country and 
it is necessary to clear the 
decks quickly of the bad 
" vibrat ions" of the last 14 
days so that we can be in a 
position to keep at bay the 
opportunists and agen~s 

provacateur who will seek 
to make hay in the Grena­
dian sun . 

. So the initial rapport 
with Mr.McIntyre is to be 
welcomed, as ,indeed,is the 
c~ll for a fact-finding mis­
sion made by Mr .Chamb­
er s and many other 
Trinidadian cit izens.It is 
ludricous in the extreme 
that, to date, there is not 
even an approximate fig­
ure of the number of Gre­
nadians who died as a 
result of violence in that 
~ountry both before, dur­
mg and after the invasion. 

Are we to believe that 
the war was so meticulous­
ly exact that the only peo­
ple killed were Americans 
and Cubans.As it stands a 
Tapia delegation which 
visited Grenada for 4 48 
hours have reported that 
an estimate of 200 Grena­
dian dead has been given. 

That is a staggering to­
tal given the number of 
Cuban and American dead 
that were reported and 
raises real questions for 
which the Caribbean must 
demand answers.How 
many people, in fact, were 
killed during that orgy of 
madness that attended 
maurice Bishop's death? 
Who ordered the shooting 
of whom and what about 
those reports of school 
children being gunned 
down becaus e they 
marched wanting their 
leader back. 

We think it is important 
that we know the nature of 
the Caribbean beast, lest 
by mitigating the extent of 
the savagery we do not 
leave a poignant enough 
lesson for future genera­
tions tempted to give men 
total power over their liv­
es.We think that it is vital 
that generation after Ca­
ribbean generation under­
stand of the evil that has 
been wrought in the name 
?f a discredited ideology 
imposed upon a people in 
yet another variant of the 
colonialism of the mind 
that has been our history. 

As yet, the "comrades" 
have not come out from 
their holes to revise recent 
history to suit their own 
nefarious purposes but, 
mark our words, they soon 
will and it will be a serious 
omission on our part if we 
do not, as far as it is hu­
manly possible, garner all 
the evidence and engrave, 
for all time, this great evil 
tha t has been wrought . 
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We get ·notfiing, then 
we can lose nothing 
THE EDITOR: The Gre- with the stand of this Grenada. What matters is 
nadian episode has in it country in the Grenadian that Caricom Heads met 
many lessons for Trinida- impasse. That has absolu- the following day and nev-
dians and one of them is tely nothing to do with the er saw it fit to so inform 
the contempt with which gross discourtesy exhibited the Chairman of what 
Trinidad and Tobago is by the OECS countries, they had decided. 
held by Caricom countries. Jamaica and Barbados to The fact is that having 
Caricom countries have their colleague and Chair- taken the decision they led 
demonstrated in no uncer- ·man, at that, of their Cari- the Chairman up the gar-
tain manner exactly how com grouping. • den path by encouraging 
they regard George Cham- It matters not whet her him to hold a meeting 
hers, his government and Tom Adams did or did not which they knew was just 
the people of this country. inform Mr Pitt on that a charade. 

It matters not whether Friday of their decision on T he obvious question is 
one agr!!es or disagrees armed intervention in how could these Caricom 

Gren8dians··are·· 
not 'our stock' 
THE EDITOR: Now that 
the war between Freedom 
and Slavery in Grenada is 
over and the smoke has 
cleared revealing the 
corpses of many natives 
and several Cubans and 
Americans, the British 
Government and her allies 
in Non-Involvement are 
quite prepared to bury the 
dead , bandage the 
wounded and send in men 
to establish a "peace-keep­
ing" force on the island. 

Where were they when 
the battle was raging? Sit­
ting on the fence of non­
interference, although 
from my side it reads 
"non-cooperation," and 
taking it all in, like the 
spectators at a boxing 
match! 

And what peace is there 
now to keep'.> How did it 
come about? Oh, the 
Americans saw to that, 
although they were wrong 
to interfere. But we will 
take over from here. 

The trouble there was 
none of America's busi­
ness: let them pick up 
their dead and wounded 

and clear out and no 
thanks to them. We have 
all agreed, all 108 of us in 
the United Nations, that 
they should not have in­
terfered. 

"But what if the island 
had been turned complete­
ly into a slave camp under 
psychopathic killers, as 
seems to have been indi­
cated?" one ventures to 
ask .. "What if it had be­
come a bastion for the 
exportation of armed revo­
lution and the destruction 
of human rights and free­
doms throughout the 
world?" 

They reply with one 
voice: "Grenada's affair. 
Exclusively Grenada's af­
fair ." 

The vote in the United 
Nations condemning the 
American involvement in 
Grenada is the most omi­
nous sign I have seen of 
the coming ruin of the 
world, for when those 108 
nations voted, they voted 
against any one of them­
selves coming to the assis­
tance of any other in any 

circumstances whatsoever. 
They severed the links 

between one another and 
showed mankind a dis­
united front. And, as Cari­
com after the affair, so is 
the United Nations crum­
hling sand. 

In this masque being 
perforrr.ed in the Great 
Hall of the United Na­
tions Great Britain is 
most to be condemned for 
when she fought against 
the Argentinians in the 
Falklands War she fought 
not for "freedom" but for 

, "sovereignty" and fo r the 
Falklanders, whom Ms 
Margaret Thatcher de­
scribed as "our stock," ex­
actly as she does in 
Northern Ireland. 

But although Grenada 
is a member of the Com­
monwealth and has a resi­
dent Governor-General. 
the Grenadian people are 
not "our stock." She 
missed the point that in 
the human family we are 
all "our stock." 

BARNABAS J. RA­
MON-FORTUNE, 

Barataria. 

Heads dare to treat the 
Chairman of Caricom, the 
Prime Minister of Trin­
idad and Tobago with 
such callous disrespect. 
How could these countries 
who have been beneficia­
ries of Trinidad and Toba­
go's goodwill behave . in 
such a manner. 

Surely it cannot be be­
cause of Trinidad's stand 
in the matter which was 
not known when they took 
their decision. Further­
more their behaviour is 
nothing new and consis­
tent with their treatment 
of this country in the past. 

The answer lies simply 
in two facts . First they are 
treacherous by nature. 
Secondly i( is because this 
government has estab­
lished a reputation for in­
efficiency, indecisiveness, 
dishonesty and plain stu­
pidity. 

This government's na­
ivete is such that Caricom 
countries have for years 
been making a fool of this 
Government. This govern 
ment, through their vacil­
lations, dishonesty, and 
indecisiveness has brought 
this country into disrepute 
in the Caribbean. 

Nevertheless, it is 
hoped that this Govern­
ment, naive and stupid as 
they are, must by no 
realise their true positi 
vis-a-vis the other C 
com countries. Coi 
quently we must have 
favours to give in f 
- strict business. 

We get nothing 
Caricom so there. .oM 
be no fea r of losing 
thing. We must re~ 
that for a long time i 
"we on we own." Wed 
have to pull out but 
can play the same game 
the others - being th 
and not there. 

HARVEY DICKSON, 
Tableland. UWI L
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Cuba's -military 
network lives o 

tary commitme~t i~ , An­
gola and Ethiopia wit,1out 
substantial Soviet help. 

troops which would spark 
a stronger U.S. response. 

Some western diplo­
mats regard Moscow's role 
in the partnership as pre­
dominant because it has 
poured vast sums of mili­
tary and economic aid into 
Cuba since the 1959 revo­
lution and, in effect, foots 
the bills for Cuba's over­
seas operations. 

Moscow back is by send­
ina troops round the 
w;rld, one said. 

Western governments The benefits to the So­
viet Union from the alli­
ance are manifold. In the 
Caribbean, it gives Mos­
cow a forward base close 
to the United States. 

estimate soviet aid equals 
more than one-quarte~ of 
Cuba's gross national 
product, totalling some $4 
billion last year, or $11 
million a day. . 

It started with the Cu­
bans financially supported 
by the Soviet Union and 
the only way they can pa_y 

A leading American 
professor of Soviet affairs, 
Jiri Valenta, says Hava_n_a 
could not sustain its mih-

In Africa, Cuba's mili­
tary involvement enables 
Moscow to maintain indi­
rect influence while avoid­
ing commitment of Soviet 

What was all 
·the fuss about? 
THE EDITOR: The "Ex­
press" of Wednesday No­
vember 2 (Page 28) carried 
a rather interesting news 
story. 
.. It was headed 
. Pressman resigns" and 
mformed us that the Dep­
uty . Press Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs, Mr Les 
,Janka, who ranked as a 
Senior White House Press 
spokes"?an, . had sent in 
h,s res1gnat1on to Presi­
dent Reagan. 

His reasons were th;.c 
he "felt he was given mis­
leading . i_nformation" by 
U.S. ~ffici~ls regarding the 
Amencan mvasion of Gre­
nada. This misleading in­
form at ion he had 
unknowingly passed on to 
r<>porters as fact. 

On the same page "The 

Express" carried ·another 
news story. In this it was 
stated by the highly re­
spected British firm Ples­
sey Airports, a firm which 
was heading the construc­
tion of the controversial 
Poin_t Salines Airport, that 
President Reagan's claims 
that the Airport was a 
military one, were base-

' less. • 
The firm listed 11 fa-

CHJLlt:::> t. l,a t. wc,c uccU"',.l ut. 

a military airport and 
none of these were being 
installed at the Grenada 
~irport. Among these were 

radar, as opposed to nav­
igational aids, anti-air de­
fences and underground 
weapons and fuel storage 
facilities." 

In fact, said the spokes­
man for Plessey, the air-

port _conformed to 
mternat10nal civil aviation 
s~ndards and was de­
signed to facilitate the 
economic development of 
Grenada. The spokesman 
a?ded significantly that 
"if the British Govern­
ment had been unhappy 
about the nature of the 
contract it would never 
have. allowed the ExQorts 
Credits Guarantee Depar -
.auont to underwrite it.." 

Wo what has all the 
fuss and bother been 
about? Needless to say, I 
support wholeheartedly 
the Trinidad and Tobago 
Government's stand in 
this matter. The crisis was 
an entirely Caribbean cri­
sis. -

NEVILLE GUISEPPI, 
Arima. 

Castro, a popular elder 
statesman of the non­
aligned movement, pro­
vides Moscow with a clo~e 
ally with wide influence m 
the Third World -- al­
though he failed, ~uring 
three years as chauman 
from 1979, to get the 101-
nation movement to ~c­
knowledge the Soviet 
Union as its natural ally. 

Government in 
their tru~ light 
THE EDITOR· The hav~ no opinions and hide 

behmd ~alls of paper and 
conventions. The letter 
appears to be painfully 
true. 

Get rid of the poisons 
· pre-

sent happening in Grena­
da has certainly helped to 
~how ?Ur government up 
111 . t_he1r true light. Its in­
a_b1hty to perceive the se­
nou ness of the problem 
nlot to follow the situatio~ 
c osely, not ~ understand 
what. w~s bemg planned 
and its mability to take a 
strong stand. 

Ou_r country seems to 
func_t1on (albeit poorly) 
ihsp1te of our leaders and 
~ e. rest of the Eastern 

ar_ibbe~n. will impress 
their opmwns on the rest 
of the world without Trin­
idad and Tobago. 

The non-existence of 
pohcy on internal matters 
is i:rurrored in our lack of 
pohcy on foreign affairs 
Perhaps members of ou; 
government are truly 
humble and would not like 
~h impose their ideas on 
o ers, or perhaps they 

I~ this whole sordid 
~ffair, _the only firm and 
immedtate action taken 
was t? use our forces to 
rep~! mnocent Grenadians 
trymg to flee from an in­
t?lerably frightening situa­
tion; why did (do?) they 

B
haveb to acquire visas via 

ar ados? 

In the past our govern­
ment t~.irned a blind eye 
on their entry into this 
island; their labour and 
votes have always been 
welcom_e. ~he total lack of 
humamtanan feeli ngs for 
ou~ nearest Caribbean 
neighbours is inexcusable 

_Today t~ ashamed ~f 
bemg a Tnmdadian 

A. CHANG • 
Valsayn Pa;k. 

THE EDITOR: How 
could Dr. Millette say that 
the invasion of Gr~nada 
was an "outrage to the 
freedom and independence 
of Grenada." When the 
peole freed Bishop and 
shots were fired at them, 
wasn't that an outrage to 
the freedom of choice that 
Grenadians wanted? 

Dr Millette continues 
that neither Barbados, Ja­
maica or any of the other 
islands involved in the 
multi-national forces, were 
affected by the events in 
Grenada, yet they wanted 
11~ to hPli<>vP thRt th<>v had 

a responsibility to stop 
Austin and his assassins. 

What Dr Millette is 
saying that no Caribbean 
island had any right to 
interfere with Grenada's 
situation. I say Dr. Mil­
lette is "boo." I think that 
as soon as Trinidadians 
reject men like Dr. Mil­
lette, David Abdullah, Mi­
chael Als and the rest of 
political-trade union 
clowns, we would be better 
off. 

Imagine that Mr Abdul-
lah says that American 
involvement in Grenada is 
to establish a regime that 

is favourable to America. I 
wish to ask Mr Abdullah 
what were the Cuban and 
Russian advisors doing in 
Grenada? 

What kind of regime 
were they trying to estab­
lish? Mr. Abdullah is say­
ing plain that while he 
supported communist in­
fluence in Grenada, he 
does not support demo­
cratic influence. I think it 
is time that Trinidad au­
thorities rid our society of 
such poisons. 

DONALD CLARKE, 
Arima. 
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My-poUtiCal future 
is uncertain, says 
ex-Grenadian AG 
·sT .GEORGE'S, Wednesday, CANA -- Former 
Attorney-General and Director of Public Prosecu­
tions in Grenada's ex-Peoples Revolutionary Gov­
ernment (PRG), Lloyd Noel, who spent the last 
two years in jail as a political detainee of the PRG 
is uncertain about his political future. 

from whose People's Rev­
olutionary Government he 
resigned in 1980. 

"I would expect that 
wherever I put my feet 
again or lean my head," he 
said, "we would have to be 
very clear on a truly demo­
cratic institution bringing 
forth what I would call 
social justice rather than 
Marxist socialism." 

Noel, who is being mentioned as a strong con­
tender in the promised general elections, said 
here today that, until he has assessed "what the 
interim government is doing, what foreign gov­
ernments are doing and what grenadians are 
thinking," he will not decide whether or not he 
will enter the political arena. Noel said if concern for 

the poor ~ and oppressed 
were assoc\ated with being 
"left" then he is a "leftist" 
but he emphasised a dif­
ference. 

"My options are open," 
he said, "but they are 
open to the extent depend­
ing on what I hear or read 
between the lines as the 
weeks and months devel­
op. That will determine 
where I go and how I go 
there." 

Noel said he has been a 
"political animal" for too 
long to sit on the sidelines 
when general elections are 
held and this means that, 
if he is not involved in the 
campaign, he will not be 
in Grenada. 

Governor-General Sir 
Paul Scoon has promised 
elections within a year fol­
lowing the October 25 
U.S-led invasion to restore 
democratic rule after a 
military coup. An interim 
government to prepare for 
elections will be an­
nounced today. 

,! • 1: --~...i "" "+ 1-iki:i to !C;.PP 

myself fa iling to ma&e a 
contribution," Noel said, 
"and, if I can make a 
contribution fo r the people 
of Grenada, for my family, 
for the friends who suf­
fered with me, then I 

would certainly want to do 
it. But I hope Grenadians 
will understand that I 
must consider my family 
and my mother, if not "My base," he said, 
first, then with equal "comes not because of 
priority with my other Marx but because of 
commitments and obliga- Christ. I see (him) as the 
tions to my country." saviour rather than 

Noel said if he contests Marx." 
the general elections it Noel said he had always 
will be on a platform ,:left c_onsidered Bishop a bril­
or centre" but he rejected \1ant !awyer, a man of high 
the Marxist ideology of mtelhgence and, until he 
the New Jewel Movement realised otherwise, a ded­
from whose central bureau icated Grenadian acting in 
he resigned in 1977 and the interest of his people's 

social, political and eco­
nomic advancement. 

"I tm . afraid, to my 
bitter experience, that 
that image has been tar­
nished by the years after 
March 13, 1979 and now, 
in retrospect, I realise he 
was more committed to an 
international fraternal 
movement than to a Gre­
nadian domestic scenar­
io," he added. 

Noel was a member of 
the ieftwing New Jewel 
Movement (NJM) since it 
was created in 1973 but 
resigned from the central 
bureau in 1977. After the 
March 13, 1979 coup 
which brought the party 
to power, he acted as At­
torney General but re­
signed in 1980 from the 
People's Revolutionary 
Government because of 
un- disclosed "differences 
of opinion" with Bishop -­
differences he still refuse 
to disclose. 

"I like to feel I kept my 
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PETITS CALIVIGNI: GRENADIANS carry a cooking 
gas cylinder from a destroyed PRA military camp here. 
This is near the area where the search continues for a 
mass grave believed to contain the bodies of officials and 
demonstrators massacared by the Grenadian army. (UPI 
Radiophoto) 

side of the bargain which 
he agreed with me at the 
time," he said, "and, now 
he is not here to reply, I 
am not going to take ad­
vantage of that situation. I 
will say we disagreed ideo­
logically and leave it at 
that." 

Noel was arrested in 
July 1981 because of his 
association with publica­
tion of an independent 
newspaper "The Grenadi­
an voice". He was held as 
a detainee, until together 
with all detainees at Rich­
mond Hill Prison, he 
broke out of the jail on the 
day after the American 

rescue mission arrived on 
the island. 

Referring to General 
Hudson Austin, head of 
the short-lived military re­
gime, noel said he had 
never seen him as "this 
hard line military man 
which seemed to have 
emerged" from the inci­
dent at Fort Rupert on 
October 19 when the Peo­
ples Revolutionary Army 
fired on unarmed civilians. 

"I always found him a 
likeable, charming chap," 
Noel said, "very firm in 
his convictions for social 
justice. If, as the situation 
tends to suggest, he be-

came a hard line Marxist, 
it must have happened 
over the years we have 
been out of association." 

Noel said that until oc­
tover 19, he would have 
thought that Austin 
"worshipped the ground 
Maurice Bishop walked 
on." He had always con­
sidered Austin was Bish­
op's "right hand", but 
Noel said he wanted it 
remembered that Strachan 
Phillip (another promi­
nent NJM member) was 
also close to Bishop but 
phillip "was murdered on 
June 19, 1980 by the 
forces of the PRG." 
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What Austin has 
done to Grenada 
THE EDITOR:! am send­
ing this letter to you via a 
friend. It is about Michael 
Als. 

I was a member of the 
militia and I am a sup­
porter of the NJM under 
Maurice Bishop, our late 
and beloved Prime Min­
ister. 

I hear plenty of talk 
about what Michael Als 
does. Let me tell you this. 
Michael Als used to be in 
Grenada .often. He always 
used to be up in Bishop's 
house and Bernard 
Coard's house. When he 
came the last time, I saw 
him at the Carifta cottage 
talking with some people. 
He knows me by eyesight 
but not by name. 

I used to greet him be­
cause everybody used to 
say he was a friend of 
Grenada. He always used 
to say how great Maurice 
and the NJM were and 
how we should all give the 
revolution support . . 

I was a member of the 
BGWU (Bank and Gener­
al Workers Union) in Gre-

• nada and Vincent Noel 
and Michael Als were al­
ways with one another. 

I did see Michael Als up 
by the fort (Rupert) . He 
was just watching things 
and telling people to cool 
it and don't get excited 
and cool down. I saw when 
Vincent (Noel) brushed 
him aside and told him it 
was they who were in con­
trol now and it would have 
been bad for all those who 
attacked Maurice. 

Als told him to cool it, 
and Vincent went back up 
by the railings in the fort 
and said there were going 
to be no compromise and 
no negotiations with the 

bastards who locked up· 
'Our leader. 

Michael Als was 
looking_ very sad and he 
asked a Rastafarian what 
he ·going to do with the 
AK (rifle) he had in his 
hand and the Rastafarian 
replied that the AK was to 
deal with the central com­
mittee. 

Als told him it looked 
like civil war if guns were 
in all kinds of people's 
hands. The Rastafarian 
shrugged his shoulders and 
said it was too late for 
that and Maurice and the 
masses were in control. 
Als told him to cool it. 

I was standing up by 
Als and some other people 
and then he went down 
the road and I didn't see 
him again until after all 
the blood and shooting, 
taking a girl, who was 
bleeding, up to the hospi­
tal. I found he was brave, 
brave because those sol­
diers were just shooting a 
set of people. 

I understand he was in 
Grenada to talk to the big 
boys like Coard and Bish­
op and Austin. I feel he 
did talk about all the 
things that were going on. 

I heard his voice saying 
on Radio Free Grenada 
that everything was calm. 
That was not so true be­
cause everybody was in 
their house hiding and 
afraid to come outside. He 
did say that the army shot 
after Maurice and Vincent 
gave the orders to open 
fire. 

The man that I saw 
start the shooting • was 
Vincent Noel, my presi­
dent general. He shot two 
soldiers coming off the 
tank and was shot and fell . . 

over the rail. Then the 
soldiers in the tank fired 
some big shells directly at 
the building. Just like 
that. Regardless of who 
was around. 

I lay down in the yard 
in front the fort. 

After the excitement 
cooled down and they gave 
us what they said was four 
hours to get food, I saw 
Als by Mathew's shop and 
I came up to him and he 
had tears in his eyes. 
Plenty of people were 
shocked and I went up to 
him and said: They've 
killed our leader. 

Als said something I 
could not understand and 
he put a hand on my 
shoulder and told me to be 
cool. 

Things might work out, 
he said. And someone told 
him he was talking rub­
bish because Maurice was 
already dead, they didn't 
even give him a funeral, 
and Als told him he knew 
that. 

He then told Als he was 
behaving as though he 
(Als) was for Austin, but 
Als told him he was for 
the New Jewel Movement. 
Came the other chap's re­
ply: NJM what? Austin is 
in charge. 

There were a l9t of peo­
ple by the shop and Als 
asked me if I wanted a 
soft drink. He opened his 
black briefcase and took 
out a d9llar and gave it to 
me. I asked him for five 
dollars and he gave me. 
Other people ask him for 
change and he said and he 
said he· did not hovo any 

more. 
Then he told us to join 

the militia and someone 
shouted "no, no." Another 

person said that it was 
Grenada soil and no for­
eigner could land on it. 
Just then someone else in 
the crowd said it didn't 
matter who came because 
Maurice was already dead, 
butchered by Austin and 
coml?any. 

Als told them to set1 
their differences and a b 
fellow called Georgie to( 
up a stoi;ie for Als. } 
walked off and stopped 
patrol jeep but they dro 
off and then he went in 
car, heading for Gra: 
Anse. 

Als and Vincent N< 
were real good friends a1 
I am sure he was sor 
Vincent was dead now b 
Als shouldn't have sa 
things were calm wh, 
Austin's soldiers had 1 

ready shot so many G: 
nadians. 

People are suffering 
Grenada. I don't suppc 
American soldiers here b 
it's better t han Austi 
Maurice had no right to . 
• to the fort but he was o 
Prirne Minister and I 
could have gone anywhe 
he pleased. 

We never heard wh. 
he had to say because no 
he is dead. Plenty of pe 
pie a~e· missing. Als shou 
have tried harder to gt 
Maurice and the othe1 
closer. He failed and a 
this mess in Grenada mw 
have made him a sad ma 
for life. 

Please print this. It is 
the God's truth. Tell t! 
world what f\U3tin h 
done to us. 

ANETTE CHARLEE 
St George's UWI L
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Grenacta neeas weapons 
THE EDITOR· I wish to G 
request a littl~ · uyana and Suriname 
from those who r~:cr~h~e hhich are S)'.mpathetic to 
letter since J must trav s t e communist cause. To 
the world before reachinel the n~rth, there is Grena­
Trinidad and Tobago g da which was sympathetic 

The former M • . t to the communist cause 
Government of Gr:;~d art but a few miles south 
must be seen in a worl~ ?d d renada there is Trin-
context before its full si 1 a • . 
nificance can be und/- . _You will note the prox-
stood. Consider t{ 1m!ty of Tri_nidad to the 
following: e 9rmoco Basm which will 

I) The conflict between 11;11 
the Jut1;1re be the major 

the super powers em lo s 01 pro uc1_nli" area in Ven­
many weapons and o~e tr ezuela. Trm_1dad is there­
these is oil. The impor- fore _a ~te1;>p1_ng stone with 
!,ance of oil to the econom- ct md1sc1plmed army, a 
1cs of the U.S. and the oast_ Guard unable to 
West has been demon- keep _its boats running and 
strated forcibly over th a

1 
rismg number of unem­

last ten year. e P. oyed . resulting from the 
2) The strategy of S . bghtenmg recession. 

et Russia, therefore i;~~ . 3) This plan is not ad-
gain control of the' c mitted by the Soviets but 
t:ies with large oil prod~~: the facts can be checked 
t1on c~pability. This is 
done either by installing 
~ommunist governments 
m those countries or in 
the countries adjacent to 

and there are enough 
chess pieces in place on 
the board for the strategy 
to be clear. 

Put in this context it 
becomes clear why Gre~a­
da needs warehouses of 
weapons along with a first 
cla~~ . airstrip and naval 
fac1ht1es at Egmont one 
of the best protected har­
bours in the Caribbean 
The threat that Grenad~ 
offered to Trinidad under 
t~e Austin /C oard 
dictatorship is obvious 

Those of us who v~lue 
the future of Trinidad and 
Tobago as a democracy 
therefore will be immedi­
a_tely thankful for the deci­
~1ve action faken recently 
m Grenada. 

PATRIOT. 
Tobago 

them (which is often easi­
e:) and exporting subver­
swn. A look at th 
accompanying map will ii~ 
lu~trate the following 
points. 

A. 'fhe oil producing 
Middl~ East countries 
(Sa_ud1 Arabia, Iraq, Iran, 
Umted Arab Emirates 
~uwait) are gradually be~ 
m~ surrounded by coun­
tries with communist 
gove rnm e nts (Syria 
USSR, Afghanistan ' 
South 'r'.emen, Aden) and 
communists are fighting 
to takeover Somalia and 
Oman. 

rrhanks to those who 
helped in the invasion 

8 : The tremendous 
!'-f ex 1can reserves are be­
mg threatened in the 
south by the communist 
government in Nicaragua 
and by the communist Cu­
~an . supplied guerillas 
fightmg to take over in 
Guatemala and El Salva­
dor. 

C. Venezuela has to its 
east the governments of 

THE EDITOR: I am not a to ment10n their depriva-
politician, nor an Interna- tion of basic human right< 
tional Relations Expert the only solution was a 
nor yet a lawyer but sim- armed intervention, re­
~'mr,~;mi'l:n~ the street' ional or imported, which 
add my quota o~n~tcyh~e~G~r;e~-- ~p~o~u~n~dT~th~e~~1 ~~~;m~-;_ 
nada invasion by U.S. and the restoration of accepta-
Caribbean Forces. ble law and order. 

According to Mr. Had it been a regional 
Chambers: force, would the Cubans 

(1) It is regrettable that refuse to defend their mul-
a solution involving the ti-million dollars invest­
non use of force, proposed ment in Grenada? Please 
during the emergency bear in mind that Grena­
meeting of the Heads of da's airport is a very con- • 
,Government was not al- , ·venient jumpifig off point 
lowed to be pursued. to.Latin America. 

(2) It is regrettable that In the fourth instant it 
a solution of a purely is inconceivale that the 
CARICOM nature was not Combined Army forces of 
allowed to be pursued. the Caribbean, Trinidad 

(3) It is regrettable that included, could have made 
measures involving the use any impact on the known 
of force as a first resort Cuban Engineers's in Gre­
have been embarked upon. nada. The Engineer corp 

(4) It is regrettable that in military language com­
military intervention of prises of some 750 men. 
this nature has been im- • 
ported into the Caribbean. What would have hap-

In the first case, consid- pened had a totally Carib-
ering the circumstances bean force dared to set 
and manner of the Austin foot on Grenada soil would 
regime take over from have been termed mas-
Bishop and the resultant sacre for us, thousands 
assassination of Bishop would have been killed, a 
and his Cabinet could one spread of hostillities 
possibly conceive negotia- throughout the Caribbean 
tion once absolute power and a consequent 'impor-
had been atta ined? There tation' of armed forces 
was existing the rule of into the area. Just look at 
gun which would have what is happening with 
been accepted as the 1900 fully trained, experi-
norm. enced U.S. Commandos at 

In the second case the mo· nent. 
according to the tone of To ~ntire Grenada situ-
Mr. Chambers address, atio•.i is regrettable, and I 
the only 'solution' of a mu~t compliment Miss 
CARICOM nature was Eugenia Charles and other 
one of embargos. The re- heads of Government who 
suit would have been (a) courageously took the ini-
the starvation of 110,000 tiative in acting as 
innocent Grenadians (b) a promrtly as they did, rec-
greater dependence on ognising the proolems and 
Cuba fo r food and survi- the constraints and taking 
val. (This brings to mind firm and decisive action. 
the 'pettiness of Wil!iams' My thanks also to Mr 
on the Bishop coup in not Reagan and his proud 
opening his letter. Perhaps American people fo r the 
a situation of this nature assistance given and con-
could have been averted gratulate him on his 'bo-
then , who knows. nus' which will prevent or 

In the thi rd case, con- at least defer Russian/Cu-
sidering the aforegoing, ban intervention in the 
which would only prolong Caribbean and Latin 
the suffering of Grenadi- America. 
ans and the eventual ANTHONY P. KING . 
slaughter of hundreds, not Port of Spain I 
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u.s • invasion breaks link in communist chain but ... 

CASTRO 

LONDON, • Wednesday,. 
(CANA-Reuter) - By 
smashing Cuba's influ­
ence in tiny Grenada, 
the United States has 
disrupted only one area 
of activity overseas by 
the Soviet Union's most 
active ally . 

Cuba's involvement, 
widely seen in the west 
as supporting Soviet 
strategic aims and un­
derpinned -by Soviet 
aid, extends into Africa 
and the Red Sea area. 

Havana has more than 
38,000 troops -one-quarter 
of its regular armed forces 
- supporting revolutionary 
governments in seven or 
more countries, mostly in 
Africa, according to the 
international institute for 
strategic studies in london. 

It amounts to one of 
the biggest and most wide­
ly spread military nPt­
works in foreign countries, 
except for those of the two 
superpowers on the terri­
tory of their allies and 
special cases such as the 
big Soviet force in Af­
ghanistan, Israel's and 
Syria's troops in Lebanon 
and Vietnam's in Kampu-
hea. 

Mvot, uf Mo3cow'3 Wac­
,-W Pact European allies 
have no men under arms 
kbroad, preferring aid pro­
lects to military involve-

ent in the Third World . 
a way of spreading in­

uence. 
East Ger~ny, the 

---\ 

BISHOP REAGAN 

U.S. marines in Gren_ada 

most active pact. ally over­
seas after the Soviet 
Union, has about 2,300 
men abroad spread over 
nine countries, according 
to the London institute. 

Cuba's biggest presence 
is in Angola, where an 
estimated 25,000 Cuban 
troops are backing a 
Marxist government. 

In U.S. and South Afri­
can eyes, the Cubans re­
main the chief stumbling 
block to an independence 
settlement fo r South-Afri­
can ruled Namibia (South 
West Africa). 

T hey intervened in An­
gola during the country's 
1975-76 civil w·ar and 
stayed to help t he govern­
ment tackle an insurgent 
campaign backed by P re­
toria. Angola is a base for 
Namibian guerilla~ who 
have waged a bush war 
against Sout h Africa for 
17 years. 

In a stand backed by 
Washington, South Africa 
insists that the Cubans 
must withdraw from An­
gola before it will allow a 
Namibian independence 
plan to proceed. Angola 
and other black African 
states reject this linkage. 

mocracy. 
U.S. · Deputy Secretary 

of State Kenneth Dam 
said the Soviet Union, 
Cuba and North Korea 
had agreed to provide Gre­
n ada, unde r sig ned 
agreements, with arms and 
military equipment worth 
$37.8 million. 

Washington was con­
cerned that the tiny spice 
island could be used as a 
staging area for subversion 
of nearby countries and 
for interdiction of ship­
ping lanes in a crisis. 

Cuba could have used 
Grenada fo r the t ransit of 
t roops_ and supplies to Af­
rica, and the island could 
have served as a staging 
post fo r supplies sent t.o 
Cent ral America frc m 
eastern Europe and Libya, 
Dam said. 

Western military ana­
lysts believe Cuba's role in 
Africa forms part of strat­
egic planning by its domi­
nant Soviet ally, although 
Cuba is not a member of 
the Warsaw . Pact. But 
they agree President Fidel 
Castro has some freedom 
of movement in deciding 
where he is ready to de­
ploy Cuban forces. -

-

Havana's second big­
gest African force is in 
Ethiopia, where an esti­
mated 11 ,000 Cuban 
troops intervened as part 
of a Soviet-sponsored op­
eration in 1977. 

Some 2,000 Cuban 
troops are stationed in 
other African countries, 
including Congo and Mo­
zambique, with a further 
300 in South Yemen, 
according to the institute. 

Closer to home, Cuba's 
involvement in Grenada 
since assassinated Marxist 
premier Maurice Bishop 
came to power in 1979 was 
only one plank in its inter­
nationalist policy. 

Cuba is the main sup­
porter of the Sandinist 
goveq1ment in Nicaragua, 
supplying arms, thousands 
of military advisers, train­
ing and other aid, and is 
said by Washington to be 
backing left-wing insur­
gents in other Central 
American countries. 

T he United States saw 
Cuba's activities on Gre­
nada as part of a Soviet­
sponsored _ plan to estab­
lish a ~ommunist military 
base in the eastern Carib­
bean. 

After the October 25 
U.S.-led invasion of the 
island, P resident Reagan 
set Grenada firmly in an 
east-west context, calling 
it a Soviet-Cuban colony 
being readied as a major 
military bastion to export 
terror and undermine de-

-

~ven critics of Reagan 's 
broad brush view of the 
world, which sees Soviet 
allies as acting largely at 
Moscow's behest, concede 
that Havana is unique in 
its readiness to maintain 
large contingents of troops 
abroad in pursuit of a 
common cause. 

I 
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The stability that 
Grenada cleserves 
THE EDITOR: The surprising 
and shocking events of the last 
few weeks in Grenada have 
placed the entire eastern Carib­
bean region firmly in th foref­
ront of the world's news 
headlines. The United States 
military intervention in Grenada 
is to be condemned and must be 
condemned on the grounds of 
territorial integrity, sovereignty, 
and self-determination. 

I do not intend to deal with 
the pros and cons of that partic­
ular issue. However, Sir, I 
should like, with your permis­
sion, to express a point of view 
on a possible constitutional 
course that could be followed in 
Grenada to . ensure a restoration 
of law and order. 

From a legal, and to a lesser 
extent, a political point of view, 
the immediate document that 
must be referred to is the consti­
tution that came into effect on 
February 7th, 1974. It is only 
from this document that any 
credible attempt can be made at 
forming a caretaker government 
to attend to the day-to-day af­
fairs of Grenada and to super­
vise the conduct and holding of 
elections at the earliest possible 
opportunity. 

Section 19 of the 1974 consti­
tution states as follows: "There 
shall be a governor-general of 
Grenada who shall be appointed 
by Her Majesty and shall hold 
office during Her Majesty's plea­
sure and who shall be Her Maj­
esty's representative in 
Grenada." Sir Paul Scoon is the 
person to whom the provisions 
of section 19 listed above refer 
and, therefore, it is he who must 
become the primary figure in the 
chain of events that will follow. 

The most important task fac­
ing the governor-general is the 
immediate appointment of a 
Prime Minister. However, be-

--

fore he does that, he ought to 
take note of the existence of 
Parliament before the 1979-coup 
d'etat and the role that it can 
now play in making his task 
easier. Section 52 (2) of the 1974 
constitution reads as follows: 
"Subject to the provisions of 
subsection (3) of this section 
Parliament, unless sooner dis­
solved, shall continue for five 
years from the date of the first 
sitting of Parliament after any 
dissolution and shall then stad 
sissolved." 

DISSOLVE 

The · last general elections 
were held in Grenada in 1976, so 
that technically speaking parlia­
ment stood dissolved as of 1981 
and is still dissolved to this day. 
Bearing this legal tecynicality in 
mind, the Governor-General 
may then seek to act under the 
terms of section 58 (5) of the 
1974 constitution which states 
as follows: "If occasion arises for 
making an appointment to the 
office of Prime Minister or any 
other minister while Parliament 
is dissolved, then, 
notiwithstanding any other pro­
vision of this section, a person 
who was a member of the House 
of Representatives immediately 
before the dissolution may be 
appointed as Prims Minister or 
any otl}er Minister and a person 
who was a Senator immediately 
before the dissolution may be 
appointed as any minister 
othern than Prime Minister." 
Whatever decision Sir Paul 
Scoon may make under this 
section rests entirely with him. 
He is guaranteed that protection 
under Section 58 (9) which re­
ads as follows: "In the exercise 
of the powers conferred upon -

him by subsections (2), (5) and 
(6) of this section the Governor-

• General shall act in his own 
deliberate judgement." 

The Governor-General may 
choose whomever he wishes to 
become Prime Minister of Gre­
nada so long as that person was 
a member of the House of Rep­
resentatives prior to the coup of 
1979. Let us all hope that the 
lessons of the past will assist 
him in making a wise decision 
for the overall benefit of Grena­
da. 

Once a caretaker Prime Min­
ister and Cabinet have appoim­
ed, the Governor-General can 
then direct his attention to the 
office of the supervisor of elec­
tions which was established un­
der the 1974 constitution. 
According to Section 35 (2): 
"The functions of the office of 
Supervisor of Elections shall be 
exercised by the person holding 
or acting in such public office as 
may for the time being be desig­
nated in that behalf by the gov­
ernor-general acting in his own 
deliberate judgement." Once 
more the Governor-General has 
a free hand in this matter and 
this is crucial to initiating the 
process for free and fair elec­
tions. • 

I have sought in the foregoing 
paragraphs to suggest a means 
by which the constitutional, le­
gal and political dilemma that 
now faces Grenada may be re­
solved. The lessons of the diver­
gent extremes of the Gairy and 
Bishop eras have now been 
!earnt. Out of all of this should 
come a desirable and refreshing 
po!itical stability which Grenada 
so richly deserves. 

HAMID A. GHANY, 
England. 
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quarrel' 
AN ECONOMIST of tht Uni ­
versity of the West Indies has 
supported the American-led in­
tervention in Greneda which 
followed the killing of Prime 
Minister Maurice- Bishop o-n Oc­
tober 19. 

Dr Trevor Farrell of the eco­
nomics department, UWI, St 
Augustine, told a packed audito­
rium at the JFK Theatre that 
the "slaughter of Bishop and 
others appalled something in 
us." 

Farrell was one of the invited 

speakers at a panel discussion, 
titled: "Intervention and an at­
tack on the rights of the people 
of Grenada," held at UWI on 
Thursday. 

Before making this 
statement, Farrell made it clear 
that he was against any form of 
intervention, whether it was 
from the Russians or the Ameri­
cans. But, he said the welfare of 
the human being came first in 
the events which took place in 
Grenada and on humanitarian 
grounds the intevention was jus-

tified. 
He reminded his listeners 

that the principal clause of the 
the United Nations Charter was 
the right to life and liberty."W­
hen it is a situation where peo­
ple are ' being slaughtered­
whether it was in Grenada, Bar­
bados, Jamaica, or Trinidad and 
Tobago, interventioi;i could be 
justified on humanitarian 
grounds," he said. 

In attempting to make him­
self clear· on the subject, Farrel 
used ilf\ fln example, a wife and 

husband quarrel. He said that if 
his neighbour should begin abus­
ing or even slapping up his wife, 
it would not be his (Farrel':-;) 
right to interfere. But if the 
dispute reached to a point where 
the husband began chasing the 
wife with a cutlass, it would be 
his right as . a human being to 
intervene. 

He said that what was most 
interesting about the whole Gre­
i,ada conflict was that a P rime 
Minister can placed under house 
arrest for allegedly spreading a 

rumour. "Is there a law against 
spreading a rumour?" he asked. · 

Farrell warned that in the 
coming years Trinidad and To­
bago might be in a similar situa­
tion. "The International 
Monetary Fund will be coming 
to tell us about free markets 
while revolutionaries will tell us 
about state farms," he said. 

He said that to import politi­
cal doctrines into the Caribbean 
was yet another form of of colo­
nialism. "Beware," he said, 
"Think for yourselves." 
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A PANEL DISCUSSION on 
the Grenada issue at the Univer­
sity of the West Indies on 
Thursday was rowdily interrupt­
ed by students after one of the 
participants, People's Popular 
Movement chairman Michael 
Als, was called "liar" and "mur­
derer" before being roundly 
booed. 

Als, together with Dr Trevor 
Farrell of UWl's Economics De­
partment, and Clive Weather­
head of the Workers Association 
of Trinidad and Tobago 
(WATT) were invited by the 
University's Executive Affairs 
Committee to speak on the Gre­
nada co•nflict as part of the 42nd 
International Student's l)ay cel­
ebration. 

The theme of the discussion 
was titled: "Intervention and an 
attack on the rights of the peo­
ple of Grenada," and the venue 
was the JFK auditorium. 

Als opened the discussion by 
giving a blow by blow account of 
the events which led to the 
killing of former Grenadian 
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, 
Education Minister Jacqueline 
Creft, Unison Whiteman, and 
other New Jewel Movement 
functionaries. 

But Als was never able to 
convince the packed auditorium 
that what took place at Fort 
Rupert on October 19 was not 
outright murder. 

The listeners, the majority of 
them students, began showing 
their displeasure by grumbling 
and sucking their teeth when 
Als reiterated his movement's 
stand on the Grenada issue~ 

"PPM's position was not in 
line with the imperialist choir 
boys," he said. He also singled' 
out Barbados Prime Minister, 
Tom Adams, Jamaica's Prime 
Minister, Edward Seaga, and 

,. -~ 
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Dominica's Prime Minister, Eu­
genia Charles as the ones to 
whom he was referring 

He said the dramatic freeing 
of the late Prime Minister by 
the masses on October 19 moved 
Bishop "from house arrest to 
mass arrest." 

He said he witnessed that 
event and when they were taken 
away by the large crowd, Bishop 
was dressed in merino, short 
pants and rubber slippers, while 
Creft had on a short pants and a 
blouse . 

He said "counter revolutiona­
ries" had been capitalising on 
the political crisis and ·some 
businE:ssmeII played a part in 

.,;~--~ 
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Burning symbolizes call for an end to nuclear build-up by the superpowers. 

- -

spreading the rumour that for­
mer deputy Prime Minister Ber­
nard Coard wanted to bring 
communism into Grenada and 
Bishop did not want that. 

But it was when Als tried to 
tell his audience, that on reach­
ing Fort Rupert, Bishop ordered 
his followers to disarm the sol­
diers there, an irate female voice 
responded sharply: "Als, you ly­
ing." 

This outburst was greeted 
with a gusty round of applause 
and a tirade of " Als, you mur­
derer. Als go home." 

Als stuck adamantly to his 
view by saying that "it was not 
surprising that people in this 
country want to believe what 
the newspapers want them to 
believe - I saw when the green 
Mazda motor car arrived and 
arms were distributed and 
whether people wished to believe 
it or not it was the truth." 

He said that to his mind, all 
evidence relating to what really 
happened at Fort Rupert on that 
fatal day was that Maurice Bish­
op and others were singled out 
by members of the Revolution­
ary Military Coucil and shot to 
death. To this a student re­
sponded once again the he (Als) 
was a liar. Als replied that in 
time to come, people would ac­
cept the facts as they really 
were. 

Als also said that it was a 
"stinking lie" perpetrated by the 
American media that the Cu7 

bans were the ones doing all the 
fighting when the American 
forces landed in Grenada. He 
said it was young black Grenadi­
ans who were being killed by the 
Americans. 

Als had a tougher time con­
vincing his listeners during the 
question period. Though most of 
the questions were directed at 
him, many of the students used 
that period to express their 
opinion on the Grenada conflict 
and how they felt about Als 
himself. 

One female student told Als 
he had insulted ~ '-effi by coming 
on the campus ano relating his 
side of the story. "It is verv 
insulting for Als to come and teil 
us that Maurice Bishop was 
placed under house arrest for 
spreading some frivolous ru­
mour," she said. 

The International Students 
Day celebration started around 
10 a.m., Thursday, with an exbi­
tition focussing on cultural and 
indigenous aspects of various 
Caribbean islands. 

At
1 

around 12 noon, a ring of 
students demonstating for non­
intervention and world peace, 
comprising just over two dozen 
of the 4000 students on the 
campus, set up two mock nucle­
ar missiles symbolizing the su­
perpowers, the United States 
and Soviet Russia, and burnt 
both. 

IQ ~-Y 
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The whole thing 
is a nightmare 
THE EDITOR: I atended a 
mass . meeting at Woodford 
Square_called by the OWTU on 
the Friday after Grenada's 
Prime Minister and a number of 
his collegues soldiers and curl­
ians were killed. 

Everybody was very emotion­
al, Alan Alexnader even said 
that Alister Hughes, Kenrick 
Radxix and George Louison 
were killed by the RMC. I was 
sad and shocked. 

Some of the speakers even 
said fellow trade unionist Mi­
chael Als should be killed for 
stating that the RMC was in full 
control of Grenada. They said 
that they supported sanctions, 
embargoes, invasion (Caribbean­
style). Everybody was whipp~d 
into a frenzy. Trini(ladian trade 
unionists too loud mouth and 
irresponsible. No speaker said it 
was an internal affair of Grena­
da. Everybody was down on 
Coard and Austin neck. No,v I 
am a Grenadian working on a 
construction site. I used to be in 
the PRA but I could not live on 
$200.00 a month that I was 
getting snce I was a family man, 
so I leave in April 1982 and 
come to Trinidad. I like Trin­
idad. 

Let me say this. I hear the 
Americans blow up plenty ho­
tels, business places, the mad 
house, homes and hundreds of 
people dead. -Now what I ask 
myself - which one worse, the 
RMC or the US invasion? A lot 
of thm who speak in the square 

only- shedding · crocodile tears 
over Grenada. 

When I was a PRA man our 
Prime Minister used to come 
and talk to us. Lecture us on 
following discipline and orders 
and how we must never give up 
we arms and never sh·oot at the 
masses because ,the PRA had to 
serve the masses. He used to tell 
us of Lebanon, South Africa, 
Nicaragua and so on. I love tha 
man and I love Hudson Austin, 
the general because the same 
talk Maurice give us he use to 
give us. 

Then I read the Express on 
how confusion in Grenada. We 
had one love there. ONe love I 
tell you. Everybody was for the 
revo, for the zonal councils and 
parish councils and the PRA. 
We didn't like the Cubans so 
much but they was building our 
airport. Then this thing break 
up with Bishop on one side and 
coard on the other sie. This 
break my heart very much be­
cause I was saving up my money 
to go back home. I was even 
takisng a draughtsman course to 
help out when I go back home. I 
blame both of them for this 
destruction of Grenada. 

The Maurice get free and 
went up in Fort Rupert. I used 
to be stationed in Fort Rupert 
and Fort Frederick. I does pray 
to god to find out why he went 
up there instead of the market 
place and get shoot down. why 
he didn't leave the soldiers with 
their guns? Why Austin let PRA 

men shoot Bishop and why 
Bishop and his good friends fall 
out after they pass through so 
much under Gairy. 

But as a Grenadian I say the 
RMC would have to pay for the 
crime. The thing ,should have 
been left to Grenadians to settle 
first. If somebody in PNM kill 
Chambers (God forbid) and two 
other PNM bigbugs, should oth­
er nations like the USA come in 
Trinidad and bomb up the place 
and say is democracy they come 
for? 

As a Grenadian I feel people 
was just fealous of the revlution 
and decide to mash it up once 
and for all. We should have been 
left to settle we own affairs. 
Why America and the others did 
not go in when Gairy get remove 
in march, 1979? 

I say each country should 
settle their own affairs for them­
selves. Sir, you don't know how 
I love Maurice Bishop but I still 
say we in Grenada should be left . 
alone to solve we problems. 

Finally I think Mr. Cham­
bers, the Prime Minister of 
Trinidad a'nd Tobago right not 
to go in and stain his hands 

• with Grenadian people blood. I 
feel not only Grenada mash up 
but Caricom unity, trade union 
unity and political unity every­
where, and sir, nobody wants 
Eric Gairy now. 

The whole thing is a night­
mare. 

STANDORD JAMES, 
Cocorite 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT SEEKING 

Emergency aid 
I 

STRASBOURG, Fri­
day, (CANA-Reut­
er)- The European 
Parliament today 
called for an inter­
national emergency 
aid programme for 
Grenada, in a reso­
lution which made 
no criticism of the 
United States role in 
invading the island 
last month. 

for Grenada 
During the debate, 

Simone Veil (Liberal, 
France) described crit­
ics of the·u.S. action as 
hypocrites who ignored 
the fact that the Gre­
nadian people had been 

The assembly's ~feprived of their rights 
centre-right majority after a coup by totalita­
pushed through a mo- riari forces. 
tion which noted the Diana Elles (Conser­
armed intervention by vative, Britain) said 
U.S. and Caribbean the invasion must not 
forces, considered that be allowed to drive a 
a process leading to wedge between the U.S. 
free elections was un- and its European allies. 
derway, a·nd em- British socialist 
phasised the ,need to member Alf Lomas said 
maintain good relations • • the real threat posed to 
between the U.S. and U.S. interests by Gre­
community member nada stemmed from the 
states. example of social pro-

_.. . ■■ • 

gress which it held up 
to the inhabitants of 
corruptly-run Caribbe­
an states. 

Responding to the 
debate, community de­
velopment commission­
er Edgard Pisani said 
he hoped arrangements 
for resuming Common 
Market development 
aid to Grenada, which 
was frozen just before 
the invasion, could be 
made soon. 

Pisani said the com­
mission would consider 
any request for emer­
gency humanitarian aid 
if it was sure that it -
would reach the local 
population. • 

•-

U.S. specialists 
unable to 
identify 4 bodies 

WASHINGTON, Friday, (CANA-Reuter) - U.S. 
specialists have not been able to identify four 
bodies, thought possibly to include that of former 
Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, found iri a com­
mon grave on Grenada, an official said today. 

"Our forensic team had to give up," said the 
U.S. official, who asked not to be named. "the 
bodies were partly dismembered and apparently 
there was nothing to work with." 

There had been reports witnesses saw the 
bodies of Bishop and other leaders buried there 
after they were killed in a military takeover 
October 19. 

General Hudson Austin, who headed the mili­
tary govermment, announced four leaders had 
been killed: Prime Minister Maurice Bishop, For­
eign Minister Unison Whiteman, Education Min­
ister Jacqueline Creft and Housing Minister 
Norris Bain. 

Break the impasse on Grenada· 
HEADS of Government of the 13 C . 
btate: ::ould urge~tly convene a mee:ii;::

0
: 

rea ~ curr~nt Impasse and to restore the 
commumty to Its former position This w 
par! of a resolution taken on Cari~om b t:! 
Caribbt;an <;ongress of Labour (CCL) :t its 

B8th hTdrienmal Congress just concluded in 
ar a os. 
And in a resolution 

taken on the Grenada 
cnsis, the Congress 
called for the withdra­
wal of foreign forces 
and decided to appoint 
a fact-finding mission 
to "investigate and re­
port expeditiously to a 
special meeting of the 
General Council, the 
facts and wishes of the 
Grenadian people." Jt 
was taken after five 
hours of debate among 
the 120 delegates. 

• The delegation from 
the Trinidad and Toba-

r , 

J 

RESOLUTION 
go Labour Congress 
(TT1:,C) co mprised 
president -Vernon 
Glean, who is also out-

_going president of the 
CCL, Carl Tull, Gener­
al Secretary of the 
TTLC, and Duncan Ja­
cob, president of the 
National Petroleum 
Staff Association. 

On the Caricom res­
olution, the Caribbea~ 
Congress stated that 
the military interven­
tion in Grenada re-

says Caribbean Congress of Labour 
suited in strained 
relations between Cari­
com member states 
which would work to 
the detriment of Cari­
com in the areas of 
trade and related mat­
ters. 

The Congress called 
on member states to 
resist any proposed re­
structuring of Caricom 
and for an urgent meet~ 
ing "to restore the 
community to its ex­
ante position." 

The Caribbean Ja­
bour body condemned 
the atrocities com­
mitted by the Revolu­
tiona r y Military 
Council of Grenada 
but stated that the sov~ 
ereignty of independent 

states was sacrosanct. 
That resolution re­

?d:"Whe~eas . military 
mtervent10n m the in­
dependent nation of 
Grenada is repugnant 
to ~he principle of sov­
ereignty and can have 
f~r-reaching repercus­
s10ns of a regional and 
global nature. 

_"Be it resolved that 
this 8th Triennial Con-

gress of the Caribbean 
Congress of Labour ex­
presses its deep concern 
at the military inter­
vention and calls for 
the early withdraw! of 
all such forces from 
Grenada. 

TT.tC's president 
Vernon Glean and gen­
eral secretary Carl Tull 
were eJected to serve on 
the General Council. 
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A U .S. Navy warship looms in 
the background as fisherman 
from St George's, Grenada, 
leave the Melville Street fish 
market for the morning catch on 

Thursday. All U .S combat troops 
are expected to leave by 
Christmas, but more than 2,000 
non-combat troops will remain 
in Grenada. (UPI Radiophoto). 

Watch for 'The 
Voice' of Grenada 
A SPECIAL edition of T HE VOICE, 
the daily paper of Grenada for which 
Alister Hughes wri tes and Leslie 
Pierre edits, will be distributed on 
Wednesday in a limited edit ion in 
Trinidad and Tobago by the T RIN­
IDAD EXPRESS. 

THE VOICE was fo rced to sus­
pend publication two years ago by 
the Bishop government after only a 
single issue had appeared. 

Following the U.S.- led invasion its 
journalists, some of whom had been 
imprisoned by the military regime of 
Hudson Austin , were free tu speak 
out and are beginning publication 
again, with the assistance of the 
TRINIDAD EXPRESS and leading 
newspapers in Jamaica and Barba­
dos. 

T he EXPRESS sent several mem­
bers of its production and editorial 
staff to Grenada last week to help 
T HE VOICE get started again. Mer­
vyn Wells, El"XPRESS night editor, 
spend the week in Grenada and 
helped with the layout of the first 
,ssue. 

The 16-page landmark issue, tit led 
"A New Beginni ng," will inch1de 
eyewitness reports of what happened 
in Grenada before and after the 
killing of the Prime Minister and 

part of the cabinet and the reign of 
terror under a short-lived military 
regime that was overthrown by the 
invading fo rces. It also will describe 
plans fo r the interim government . 

"A New Beginning" will be sold 
through t he EXPRESS circulation 
department starting Wednesday at 
$1.50 a copy. Only 2,000 copies will 
be available for sale in Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
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... express radio ... express radio ... express radio ... express radio ... express radio ... express radio ... express radio ... 

The Caribbean ln­
t er pre t er s and 
Translators Bureau 
monitors interna­
tional shortwave ra­
dio broadcasts for 
the SUNDAY EX­
PRESS, selecting 
items of particular 
interest to Caribbean 

British pride hurt oVer Grenada 
listeners: 

VOICE OF AMER­
ICA (Spanish): Jesus 
Iglesias Rauco, special 
correspondent of the 
Argentine daily, La 
Prensa, states that ~he 

people of Grenada wel ­
com,ed the United 
States intervention. He 
says that the U.S. deci­
sion to organise in Gre­
nada a free election, 
together with the terri -

fied stupor caused by 
the execution of Mr 
Bishop and various 
members of his Cab­
inet, was, according to 
many Grenadians, in­
cluding many demo-

cratic socialists 
sympathetic to Bishop 
in person but opposed 
to h_is regime, the de­
termining factor in the 
general aquiescence, in 
some cases the enthu-

siasm, with which the 
population greeted the 
U.S. intervention. 

La Prensa also dis­
cusses the British reac­
tion to the events in 
Grenada. It says ' that 

Jamaica and other 
states of the Eastern 
Caribbean warned the 
Government in St 
George's 36 hours in 
advance that an inva­
sion was imminent, but 
did not warn Great 
Britain of an initiative 
in which her Common­
wealth partners were 
taking part. 

Iglesias Rauco ends 
. his article by saying 

I 
that, in short, the am-

. bivalent reactions of 
Great Britain, very 
similar to those of oth­
er nations, seem only 
de1,igned to satisfy 
wounded pride or Vic­
torian pruqery, as well 
as to preserve the prin­
ciple of non-interven­
tion, though a few 
remember the obvious 
Soviet and Cuban in­
tervention in the is­
land; and above all to 
reserve to herself the 
role of friendly media­
tor in Central America, 
with or without the col­
laboration of Washing­
ton. 
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RADIO NETHER­
LANDS (Spanish): 
The Secretary General 
of the Organisation of 
American States sur­
prised the organisation 
at its meeting in Wash­
ington with the an­
nouncement of his 
impending resignation, 
to give way to a young­
er secretary general 
who, according to Orfi­
la himself, will be capa­
ble of acting more 
aggressively than a man 
of 58 who has already 
completed a whole term 
at the head of the orga­
nisation and • who is 
tired. 

According to Orfila, 
aggressiveness is of the 
utmost importance , 
since the organis·ation 
is on the way to being 
relegated to the rol~ of 
a second-class organisa­
tion. 

In his resignation 
speech, Orfila claimed 
that the OAS now 
hardly carries out its 
responsibility as a po­
litical forum for the 
Western Hemisphere 

and its duty to mediate 
between North and 
South America to bring 
the two continents 
closer together. These 
ideas, Mr Orfila said, 
which gave birth to the 
Organisation in 1948, 
were never taken se­
riously in practice. 

It would be a good 
idea, he said, to consid­
er the possibilities of 
reforming the Charter 
of the OAS to enable it 
to act more effectively 
against terrorism, infil­
tration and what he 
called "the new meth­
ods of intervention." 

The Secretary Gen -
era! also criticised the 
United States. Wash­
ington, he said, shows 
scant understanding of 
the feelings of Latin 
America, and, worse 
yet, seems to have no 
interest in them. Thf 
United States doet 
whatever it wants, with 
no regard for the- feel­
ings or interests of the 
Latin American na-
tions. . 

RADIO• NETHER­
LANDS (Spanish): 
Latin American econ­
omies continue to 
shrink under thF 
weight of external debt 
in spite of the recovery 
of the U.S. economy. 

Prices of Latin 
American exports con­
tinue to fall, interest 

·rates are stagnant, and 
the banks only lend if 
the borrowers have the 
approval of the Inter-

• SEE next page 

national Monetary 
Fund. These are the 
words of the · Executive 
Secretary of the Eco­
nomic Commission for 
Latin America (ECLA), 
Mr Enrique Iglesias. 

The problem of the 
economic and financial 
crisis in Latin America 
threatens to become a 
real regional catastro­
phe. A dispassionate 
analysis of the situa­
tion shows that the re­
sponsibility for the 
crisis is, in most cases, 
shared. 

So in part it is due to 
new administrations 
and mistaken economic 
practices, and in part it 
is the responsibility of 
the international bank­
ing community, the 
multilateral organisa­
tions and the govern­
ments of the developed 
countries. 

In the midst of this 
economic tempest, the 
most urgent problem is 
certainly that of the 
external debt. And its 
solution is not to be 
found in renegotiation 
coupled with a drastic 
programme of austeri­
ty, which is the method 
recently adopted. 

The imbalances in 
the world economy 
have become more 
acute in recent times 

and this has caused an 
erosion of the interna­
tional framtwork in 
which the countries of 
Latin America have 
traditionally conducted 
their external economic 
relations. This has in 
turn brought about a 
crisis in .the model of 
development adopted 
by these countries, 
showed up their exter­
nal vulnerability and 
made clear the need to 
strengthen the econom­
ic security of the re­
gion. 

In the search for new 
and effective solutions, 
ECLA has organised a 
conference which will 
take place in Quito, Ec­
uador, in January of 
next year, although the 
immediate future offers 
no great perspectives. 
Everything seems to in­
dicate that the most 
appropriate road to fol­
low is the adoption of a 
common strategy for all 
the countries of the re­
gion. 

The two main planks 
of this strategy must be 
the reinforcement of 
the economic collectivi­
ty and the rapid imple­
mentation of a 
programme of action 
for the purpose of 
strengthening economic 
cooperation and inte-

gration of the region. 
Regional economic 

security and indepen­
dence are two links of 
the same chain. In 
abort, the developing 
countries should adjust 
their ambitions, adapt 
to new models of devel­
opment characterised 
by a greater emphasis 
on local and regional 
markets. 

RADIO CANADA 
INTERNATIONAL 
(French): El Salvador 
and not Nicaragua is 
likely to be the site of 
the next United States 
military intervention in 
the Western Hemi­
sphere. Several el 
ements make this 
Salvadorean hypothesis 
realistic. 

The first is that the 
military situation of 
the Salvadorean gov­
ernment is bad. The 
U.S. takeover of the 
army in the spring has 
not produced the ex­
pected results; in addi­
tion, the offensive 
launched by the gueril­
las in September is al-

. tering the geography of 
the zones under gov­
ernment control. 

The political situa­
tion is no better. The 
constituent assembly is 
deadlocked; the prom­
ised elections seem less 

and less likely to ta e 
place, • and rum_ours of 
coups d'etat increase 
daily. The second _fac­
tor is that ~n American 
intervention is not only 
considered inevitable in 
the Jong run but seems 
already to be in prepa­
ration. 

If one is to believe 
the Salvadorean rebels, 

squads, which they pre­
sent as an obstacle to 
democracy .and to the 
implementatio~ . of 
Washington's policies. 

The third an~ last 
factor is that, m the 
thinking of the Reag_an 
administration, an m­
tervention in El Sal~a­
dor has the following 
advantages: it wouln ---

Guatemalan and Hon­
duran units are ~as­
sing on the frontiers; 
and the Americans ad­
mit more freely every 
day that the political 
situation is bad. T~e 
U.S. press and part1c­
ularly the U.S. t.eltl­
vis ion are givmg 
enormous publicity to 
the revival of the death 

apparently ?e less_ cost­
ly than agamst Nicara­
gua; it would ans~er 
the urgency of the sit1;1· 
ation; it would be m 
favour of the gov~rn­
ment and not against 
it· and it would be easy 
t~ justify as a_ blow· 
against the _far right . as 
well as against the m­
surP-Pnt.c:. 
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SUNDAY OPINION 

A SECOND 
CHANCE AT 
FREEDOM 

AS THE horror over the 
events in Grenada sub­
sides we must turn to the 
realities that confront the 
living. Sadly, life is far 
from a bed of roses for 
the people of that belea­
gured country and they 
will need all the help they 
can get to pick up the 
pieces and resume a nor­
mal existence. 

One immediate need is 
for communications so 

- that people may again be 
informed on an on-going 
basis about events taking 
place in their midst. For­
tunately Grenadians are 
well-served by men like 
Alister Hughes, Leslie 
Pierre, Lloyd Noel and 
Tillman Thomas who 
share that convi~tion. 

Even before the smoke 
had fully cleared, these 
men, three of whom, 
Pierre, Noel and Thomas, 
had spent more than 
three years in Bishop's 
prisons, had agreed 
among themselves that an 
independently owned and 
operated newspaper was 
one of the priorities to 
which they had to address 
themselves. 

They decided that "The 
Voice", the second issue 
of which newspaper had 
been siezed and banned 
by Bishop through the in­
famous introduction of 
retroactive legislation, 
should resume publica­
tion. 

A meeting of the direc­
tors was . convened last 
week to which the pub­
lisher of this new$paper 
was invited and fi1;m de­
cisions were taken to get 
the paper on the road. 
Since then other members 
of the Caribbean press 
have, - likewise, made 
committments to assist 
and the first publication 
will be on sale tomorrow. 

It may be difficult even 
now for people in this 
country to understand the 
compulsion that drives 
such men to treat the re­
introduction of a free 
press with such absolute 
priority_. 

This freedom we have 
always taken for granted 
in this country. But our 
friends in Grenada know 
differently. They under­
stand that press freedom 
is not an issuP- that con­
cerns only those who 
work in the media but 
that it is one of the funda­
mental planks on which 
democracies are built. 

Bishop, too, understood 
this and therefore moved 
decisively while at the 
height of his popularity to 
destroy that threat to his 
policies. Grenada was 
charted on a course that 
left no room for dissent 
among the population, 
and left them without a 
voice to determine who 
should run their affairs .. 

That, of course, is the 
pattern in all repressive 

regimes.Cloaking their 
evil intent with mindless 
claptrap about press bar­
ons and press lords serv­
ing their own class 
interests, they, then pro­
ceed to erect systems that 
have only one aim - to 
keep them in power for­
ever. 

The free press is al­
ways the first freedom to 
go, understandably so, 
since for these regimes to 
flourish they must do so 
by crusJling the spirit of 
the ind1v1aual and the 
first step in that process 
is to remove any avenue 
where the individual 
could voice his protest 
against any official ac­
tion - letting no dog 
bark, with a vengeance. 

Totalitarianism is, un­
doubtedly, the most dehu­
mamsmg system ever 
devised on the face of this 
earth and it remains a 
source of wonder to us 
that, even now, there are 
still people who watch 
this kind of tyranny in 
the face and embrace, 
and urge others, to em­
brace it. 

So we tip our hats to 
Leslie Pierre and his col­
leagues who understand 
that a free press is one of 
the beacons of liberty and 
who even before they got 
their own lives in order 
have hastened to give 
Grenadians a voice that 
has been denied them 
over the last four and a 
half years. 

In the absence of any 
newspaper, in essence an 
inexpensive and widely 
distributed public forum, 
Grenadians were un­
aware that there was a 
Central Committee which 
was the final arbiter of 
their fate. What arro­
gance on the part of these 
people who dared to tell 
the world that they were 
running a free and demo­
cratic country! 

In the absence of a 
newspaper and in the 
presence of a rigidly con­
trolled radio station that 
was anything but free, 
Grenadians were un­
aware that, almost from 
the very beginning, the 
party that ruled in their 
name had begun to dete­
riorate with the minutes 
of its meetings being at 
one and the same time a 
ludcricous and tragic pic­
ture of supposedly intelli­
gent men struggling to fit 
their Caribbean country 
into a nineteenth century 
political system that has 
only, so far, managed to 
enslave millions. 

Caribbean people and 
indeed, free men the 
world over, should wish 
"The Voice" well. Seldom 
do a people get a second 
chance at freedom. The 
reemergence of "The Voi-: 
ce"is proof that the peo­
ple of Grenada have. 
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Why Maurice 
Bishop must 

14 ,g3 

:,ANK~g-N GEOFFREY be a h. efio THE MOST FAMOUS revolu- _ 
tionary in Western history was 
hanged from a cross nearly 2000 
years ago - we still commem-
orate his death every Sunday. 
Most of his successors have also I 
come to a violent end, violence 
being, from all appearances, an 
inescapable aspect of change in 
human society. 

This should not be too sur­
prising: the power structure in 
all societies, animal or human, is 
maintained through force or the 
threat of force, whether the so­
cial system be totalitarian, as in 
many communist countries, pro­
portionately representative as in 
most of Europe, or a tolerant 
oppression, as found in the 
USA. • 

Peaceful change is only possi­
ble in a society that arrives at a 
genuine consensus on the poli­
tics of change (and some Scan­
dinavian countries have come 
pretty close to doing so), but 
such a consensus will not be 
realised as long as there is even 
a small minority who can claim 
that their political potential is 
limited by social or economic 
factors. Anarchy might well be 
the only solution. 

Except to anarchists and 
bleeding hearts, Maurice Bish­
op's death will not be too trou­
bling. For his supporters it was 
untimely; a setback, but heroic. 
For his detractors, it was an 
inevitable result of his mis­
guided notions. Progressive 
West Indians will fall into the 
former category. They will re-
flect on Bishop's endeavours in 
an historical perspective 
something sadly lacking in those 
who opposed his ideas - and 
they will rest assured that the 
things for which he struggled 
and died will sooner or later 
come to pass. 

The inevitability of these 
things frightens our status quo 
supporters: the fear of change 
translates into a fear of progress. 
Although Bishop has died, they 
are still nervous and hiding their 
fears behind loud cheers for the 
Americans, for the threat lingers 
on; the hopes of 'the masses' 
remain, and the masses are ev­
erywhere. 

There are countless Grenadi­
ans all over the world and Mau­
rice Bishop will rise again and 
again. The masses are moving as 
tney have been moving since the 
abolition of slavery and try as 
they might, the Americans and 
their lackeys can do nothing to 
stoo them. 

Still, they will try, and natu­
rally they will place every issue 
in an ideological framework. It 
is easier to deaf with labels than 
with processes; dichotomies are 
simpler than systems. Those 
who supported Bishop are - or 
used to be - called 'commu­
nists'; those who did not support 
the invasion are called 'leftist'; 
anything to do with Cuba is 
'bad'. Reality, however is never 
as simple as a dichotomy, and 
those with simple attitudes are 
bound to wind up confused. 

The many foolish ·contradic­
tions that have surfaced in the 
Press over the last few weeks are 
inevitable, and have amply dem­
onstrated the shallowness of the 
media's perspetives on Caribbe­
an affairs. It is appalling that 
Trinidadians should have within 
memory lived through the But­
ler era, thrown out the Ameri­
cans, earned their independence, 
established a republic, at­
tempted a federation, experi­
enced the 1970 - 'revolution', 
wallowed in oil-wealth, built the 
OWTU, acknowledged the Cu­
ban and the Grenadian revolu­
tions and still tolerate such 
simplistic attitudes towards re­
cent events. (Or is it that jour­
nalism only_ attracts simple-UWI L
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minded people, and the selected 
letters to the editor are mainly 
written by extremists?). 

Be that as it may, change 
must come to these islands, and 
in these complicated societies 
change will be a complex affair. 
The ease with which we talk 
about 'left ' and 'right' cannot be 
translated into easy solutions. 
There will be no 'communist' 
_....,olu.ti.c.,. (whe.t..v<>T the.t i.s) in 
any of these islands, but neither 
must the Americans succeed in 
forcing the ir anti-communism 
on us. 

What was happening in Gre­
nada was not a side show in the 
struggle between Moscow and 
Washington, and it is an insult 
to those Grenadians who worked 
so hard on the adult literacy 
programme and on the immuni­
sation campaign to suggest that 
it was. West Indians have their 
own history to live and they will 
live that history no less painful­
ly than other people are living 
theirs. To restrict them to one 
'camp' or another is to belittle 
their judugement and will under­
mine their • capacity to rule 

The many foolish 
contradictions that have 
surfaced in the Press over the 
last few weeks are inevitable, 
and have amply demonstrated 
the shallowness of the media's 
perspetives on Caribbean 
affairs. It is appalling that 

--:rnmamttans s1lould have 
within memory lived through 
the Butler era, thrown out the 
Americans, earned their 
independence, established a 
republic, attempted a 
federation , experienced the 
1970 'revolution', wallowed in 
oil-wealth, built the OWTU, 
acknowledged the Cuban and 
the Grenadian revolutions and 
still tolerate such simplistic 
attitudes towards recent events. 
(Or is it that journalism only 
attracts simple-minded people, 
and the selected letters to the 
editor are mainly written by 
extremists?). 

themselves. 
More than most of his con­

temporaries, Maurice Bishop 
recognised these verities; indeed, 
the evidence suggests that he 
died beca~se of his refusal to 
align himself completely with 
one side or the other. He was 
'leftist' because he was com­
mitted to change, not vice versa, 
and meaningful change in the 
Caribbean context means mov­
ing 'left' of the status quo; it 
cannot mean anything else. 

There is no 'rightist' concept 
that is not status quo is at heart; 
there i's no conservative and 
coherent theory ol< praxis that 
could free the West Indian 
masses from the mental and 
physical shackles of colonialism 
and also avoid domination of 
the economy, lifestyle and cul­
ture by a materialistic elite. 

The ' right' only ~xists in rela­
tion to the 'left'. Its supporters 
define themselves, not by pro­
mulgating ideas,. but by castigat­
ing the ' left'. By calling people 
'communists' they say who they 
are . They exploit• the fear. of 
change; they play on natural 
insecurities and invoke the 
wrath of God on their 'evil ' 
opponents, but they have noth­
ing new to contribute to the 
progress of society. It is testimo­
ny to their failure that Bishop 
should turn out to have been 
popular with the masses and 
respected by his fellow Caricom 
leaders - even as Seaga's 'deliv-

erance· 01 Jamaica 1s ta1lmg to 
come to pass. 

In the aftermath of Bishop's 
death, the need for the change 
he sought is clearer than ever. 
The public response to the 
American invasion, like the re­
sponse to the 'rebel' cricketers, 
has shown just how backward 
the masses are in their concepts 
of freedom, self-reliance and 
5e\f-respect, and just how much 
in its infancy the Grenadian 
revolution was. West Indians 
now look like fools to the rest ·of 
the world - and this impression 
will only get stronger as more 
truths come out. 

They have been fed a pack of 
lies by their leaders; they have 
been treated with contempt by 
the Americans; they have been 
misled by their own 'free' press, 
like the American people, sub­
jected to a manipulation of pub­
lic opinion that would be 
laughable if it were not so dis­
gusting. Worst of all, they do 
not even know how foolish they 
sound singing 'God bless Ameri-
ca'. , 

Those who doubt the validity 
of these charges should read : 
again the newspaper reports of 
the last two weeks in October; 
they should reflect on the treat­
ment of West Indian media per­
sonnel by the Americans; on the 
systematic 'disinformation' that 
was released during and immedi­
ately after the invasion; on the 
contradictions between Seaga 
and Adams, Adams and Reagan, 
Reagan and U.S. reporters, and 
on the paucity of information 
about Grenadian fatalities. 

There was one chaotic day in 
Grenada: the day Bishop was 
killed . There were no more exe­
cutions; no American lives were 
threatened. Austin had no sup­
port in the Caribbean, little in 
Grenada and even less in Cuba: 
he could not have lasted. 

If t here were large stockpiles 
of arms in Grenada (and in­
creasingly it seems there were 
not) then they must have been 
in trans shipment (perhaps to 
Angola, a good thing), for they 
were not in the hands of the 
Grenadians and there was no 
Cuban army in Grenada. 

Nor could there ever have 
been; the Cubans are not that 
stupid. The USA would never 
have tolerated a Cuban army in 
Grenada, much less a Cuban 
attack on any other island -
and little Grenada was certainly 
not going to attack anyone. The 
airport was for tourists -. it had 
been in order to expand the 
economy - and tourists do not 
visit communist military bases. 

As the Americans landed, 
'stiff resistance was reported 
from 'two thousand' Cubans, 
many of whom 'took to the hills' 
(those hills, mind you, being 
several miles from Point Saline). 
Six hundred were immediately 
secured; now we find that there 
were only another 184, less than 
100 of whom were soldiers, and 
only 24 were killed. No fierce 
battles have been described, and 
apart from the asylum inmates, 
three Grenadian deaths have 
been acknowledged. 

So who were those 600 Amer­
icans fighting? What was all the 
bombing and strafing about? 
Either scores of Grenadians are 
dead or the USA was deliberate­
ly terrorising the defenceless 
population of a tiny island. Any­
way you look at it, October 25 
was a day of shame for which 
there can be no 'justification' .· 

There are now a lot of fool-

(SEE PAGE 9) 
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ish-looking and foolish-sounding 
people around: fools like Ber­
nard Coard who thought they 
could challenge Bishop's lead- • 
ership; fools like Austin who 
thought they would be accepted 
as a government after their 
butchery; fools in Grena.da who 
think the Americans are bene­
factors who came to rescue 
them; fools in the other islands 
who think the Americans in­
vaded on humanitarian grounds, 
and fools who believe the Ameri­
cans will pull out 'as soon"-.as 

,possible'. 
Actually, we all look like 

fools: we jumped out of the lap 
of mother England; danced our 
little independence dances; 
played our little Caricom game; 
got scared by the communist 
bogeyman, and got slapped by 
our American aunt. It was a slap 
in the face that the whole world 
disapproved of - even mother 
England - but we say, yes, we 
deserved the slap -for tolerating 
Maurice Bishop and his revolu­
tionary ideas; thank you, Ameri­
ca, we did not know what we 
were doing. 

Fortunately, Trinidad and 
Tobago is not in so shameful a 
position ag the rest, and indeed, 
the Grenadian crisis may yet 
turn out to be the best thing 

1t!hat has happened for this coun­
try since 1970. We are being 
forced into a more mature inter­
nationalism that will have wide­
spread implications for local 
politics and economics. 

Already, from some things 
that have been said, it should be 
clear to all thinking Trinidadi­
ans that the affairs of this coun­
try cannot be placed in the 
hands of those who did not win • 
a seat. When emotions have 
cooled and events are re-exam­
ained in the light of West Indian 
principles which have evolved 
over years of struggle against 
colonialisms, Eric Williams's 
successor may well be the only 
Caricom leader to remain in 
power. 

But, we hope, even his gov­
ernment will soon be replaced by 
a group of younger men com­
mitted to a new society charac­
terised by its honesty, self­
reliance and the true freedom 
that onlv comes with economic 
security -at all levels. Theirs will 
be a government with meaning­
ful representation of all the peo­
ple; a government with 
independent policies, dedicated 
to Caribbean unity, and not just 
passively non-aligned, but acti­
vely anti-Soviet and anti-Ameri­
cian, recognising that these two 
ideological monoliths are re­
sponsible for all the fear and 
malevolence that divides the 
world - and the Caribbean -
,today. 

Ccw• t.rary to a commonly ex­
press• opinion, West Indians 

do not have to choose sides. 
That is the mistake Bishop 
made (which he was recently 
trying to correct) and which 
Seaga and Adams are making. 
We are far from the Soviet 
Union and we have the backing 
of the· rest of the world in the 
face of American imperialism. 
We are in a good position to 
adopt mature and independent 
policies, and we can afford to 
dispassionately select the good 
and reject the bad in any system 
or ideology. • 

It is not a matter of sitting on 
a fence: we have to start buiding 
our own society in our yard, 
between the two fences. • 

When we do we will have 
initiated our own revolution, 
and we will be able to talk about 
'revolution ' without fear. People 
will then come to understand 

growth. Mistakes have been and 
will be made: the Grenadian 
revolution never claimed to be 
pure or perfect. Some people 
~uffered unfairly under Bishop; 
an unknown number have now 
died, and many, perhaps most 
Grenadians are glad that this 
period in their history is over. 
But those who struggle for pro­
gress; those brave soldiers whQ 
tought, not in defence of Austin 
and his thugs, but for Grenadian 
sovereignty, are the real heroes 
of the people. 

When the dust has cleared 
and the fear has gone, the Amer­
ican action will be seen for what 
n 1s; the lackeys w111 know wno 
they a re, and the real Caribbean 
men will stand up to be counted. 

That day might be some time 
in coming for people are feeling 
insecure. A line is being drawn 

For now, we have to suffer this silly intermission during which 
otherwise intelligent people are calling both Reagan and Bishop 
'heroes', or condemning both as oppressors, and generally trying 
to sort out their confused dichotomies. Things, we are told, are 
returning to 'normal' in Grenada. 

We cannot be sure what this curious word means over there, but 
in this country, 'normal' means O'Halloran and Thomas-Hussens, 
politicians who somehow become millionaires, clothing merchants 
demanding sexual favours from employees, stroke specialists and 
bed-money, white women being abused in the streets by 
unemployed· youths with inferiority complexes, American-accented 
radio announcers blasting foreign music on all four stations, 
'pressure' from the Joneses next door, and escape into 
rastafarianism or drugs. 

that revolution does not nec­
essarily mean violence; it does 
not mean that bad men will 
dominate the society and take 
from people their property and 
their freedoms. What it does 
mean is a change in the con­
sciousness of ordinary folk; a 
recognition among those poor in 
material possessions, that they 
too are entitled to health, educa­
tion and employment, and that 
corridors of power can extend 
into urban ghettoes and country' 
villages. 

Revolution does not mean 
that massa is dead, but rather 
that he is obsolete - like cour­
tiers in a republic or inches in a 
metric system. 

Undoubtedly, a majority of 
West Indians still has a colonial 
mentality. The media still 
speaks for that majority, and 
leaders like Seaga, Adams and 
Charles can still win elections -
even Gairy has a chance. Our 
economies are still bound by 
imperialist traditions; our no­
tion of freedom is still antr=com­
munist rather than nationalist, 
and democoracy is still per­
ceived solely in terms of the 
ballot box. But we are not quite 
as backward as we were twenty 
years ago: the minority that 
understands what Bishop was 
trying to achieve has grown -in 
number and in maturity. 

The experience of the last few 
weeks has been a part of that 

between 'right' and 'left', a.nd 
the 'left' is being widely indict­
ed. The 'right' however is now 
dominant in the Americas: in 
the USA, Guatemala, Honduras, 
·Costa Rica, Uruguay, Brazil, 
Chile, Jamaica, Haiti, Puerto 
Rico, Dominica, Antigua, Bar­
bados, St Lucia and St Vincent. 

It is one of the ironies arising 
out of West Indian naivete that 
we rant and rave about commu­
nism when there is a far bigger 
threat of right-wing oppression 
- and the 'right' in this hemi­
sphere has been far more brutal 
than the 'left'. It is the 'right' 
that is associated with police 
brutality, death squads, 'dirty' 
wars, mongoose gangs, witch­
hunts, detention and torture, 
public order acts and the inva-· 
sion of sovereign states. 

These evils do not come to 
pass • overnight; they creep up 
slowly on simple-minded and 
·complacent populations. And af­
ter it has happened, the OP· 
pressed in these cot1:-,i;ries have 
no one to help them, for the 
USA has never intervened in a 
right-wing dictatorship, no mat­
ter how blood-thirsty. Ameri­
cans have never assisted 
liberation movements fighting 
impoverishment, racism or so­
cial injustice anywhere in the 
world; they art:: committed to no_ 
cause other than that of their 
strategic position vis-a-vis the 
Russia11c:: 

Small wonder the commu­
nists · are sometimes seen as a 
'necessary evil', for without 
communist 'intervention' and 
support there would be no hope 
for the blacks of southern Afri­
ca; no hope for the peasants of 
Central America; and China, 
where a quarter of humanity 
lives, would still be a land of 
famine, pestilence and abject 
po\'.erty. _ 

Those who are complacent 
about the 'right' in the Caribbe­
an should note Tom Adams's 
call for a 'list' of proscribed 
persons in the coming Grenadi­
an elections - lists have a way 
of growing. It was Adams who 
sent troops to St Vincent in 
1979, police to Dominica in 
1981, and stationed his coast 
guard off St Lucia during the 
May elections last .year. It was 
his party organ, the 'Beacon', 
that called for state control of 
the media in August of this year. 

The leader of the opposition 
has claimed that CIA agents 
were training the Barbadian 
military, and under Adams, mili­
tary expenditure· has grown from 
BD $500,000 a year in the mid­
seventies to over BD$10 million 
a year - hence the calypso 
'Government boots' which Ad­
ams has banned from the radio. 

Adams also banned a Vicen­
tian Marxist lecturer, Ralph. • 
Gonsalves, from the Cave Hill 
campus, and has revoked the 
work permit of Rickey Singh, 
Guyanese editor of Caribbean 
Contact, the only liberal news­
paper of ,note in the English­
speaking Caribbean (and, 
shamefully, not a word of pro­
test •from our 'freedom-loving' 
Trinidadian editors who were so 
concerned about Alister Hughes 
in Grenada!) . Where will it all 
end? 

For now, we have to suffer 
this silly intermission during. 
which otherwise intelligent peo­
ple are calling both Reagan and 
Bishop 'heroes', or condemning 
both as oppressors, and general­
ly trying to sort out their con­
fused dichotomies. Things, we 
are told, are returning to 'nor­
mal' in Grenada. 

We cannot be sure what this 
curious word means over there, 
but in this country, 'normal' 
means O'Halloran and Thomas­
Hussens, politicians who some­
how become millionaires, cloth­
ing merchants demanding sexual 
favours from employees, stroke 
specialists and bed-money, white 
women being abused in the 
streets by unemployed youths 
with inferiority complexes, 
American-accented radio an­
nouncers blasting foreign music 
on all four stations, 'pressure' 
from the Joneses next door, and 
escape into rastafarianism or 
drugs. 

If this is normalcy then peo­
ple should understand why Mau­
rice Bishop must be a hero. 
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By DAVID RENWICK 

Parliamentary 

Affairs Reporter 

LESLIE PIERRE, the Gre­
nada businessman and com­
munity leader said 
something very p~rceptive 
when he was released from 
the detention to which he 
had been illegally consigned 
by the former People's Rev­
olutionary Government 
(PRC). 

It was, "We should be careful 
about turning Maurice Bishop 
into a martyr." 

Some extraordinary people 
have been assisting the process 
of the late Bishop's martyrdom 
in the wake of his brutal murder 
by his own People's Revolution­
ary Army (PRA). 

They include Tom Adams, 
the Prime Minister of Barbados, 
who, in trying to cast Bishop as 
the "good guy" done in by the 
"bad guys" on the extreme left 
wing of his New Jewel 
Movement and the bloodthirsty 
PRA officer corps, insisted that 
he had been "drifting towards 
moderation" in his political 
views. 

It seems hard to believe this 
is the same Adams who spent a 
considerable part of his time in 
recent years engaged in a belli­
cose shouting match with the 
slain Grenada leader, and had 
withdrawn VIP privileges from 
PRG ministers passing through 
the Barbados airport. 

President Ronald Reagan, of 
all people, came close to elevat­
ing Bishop to something ap­
proaching sainthood when 
explaining why the United 
States had responded to the 
request to lead the military as­
sault on the island. Hearing 

, Reagan speak about Bishop, you 
would think that the soldiers 
who gunned him down had had 
no previous connection with the 
deceased leader and that the 
Cubans had forced their way 
into Grenada to threaten the 
whole Eastern Caribbean and 
even the U.S. itself, almost 
against Bishop's will. 

Like Leslie Pierre, I am con­
cerned at the attempt, intentio­
nal or otherwise, to whitewash 
the political administration over 
which Bishop quite happily pre­
sided for four years. 

Before the sanitisation effort 
gets too far advanced and Bish­
op comes to be seen as the folk 
-hero of the revolution, manfully 
confronting (no doubt single­
handedly) the forces of extrem­
ism and darkness, let us re­
hearse for the last time (since 
my readers must, by now, be 
impatient for me to move off the 
tortured subject of Grenada) 
some of the major elements that 
characterised the type of govern­
ment Maurice Bishop was un­
apologetically willing to lead in 
Grenada since 1979. 

E-Y-F-~ Qo 
I 

Bishop was 
- -

no martyr 
(1) It was a government con­

ceived and nurtured in illegality 
and unconstitutionalism. The 
New Jewel Movement seized 
power by force of arms (the 
same thing the Austin faction of 
the PRA eventually turned 
around and did to Bishop him­
self) and kept it by force of 
arms. 

(2) It was a government that 
ran the country through "peo­
ple's laws". These were laws 
concocted behind closed doors 
by Bishop and his closest cro­
nies and then handed down by 
decree for the population to 
obey instantly. There was, of 
course, no open discussion on 
proposed new laws, as would 
take place in other Caricom 
countries, no pressure of public 
opinion ("public opinion" was 
Bishop's opinion· and Marxist 
ideology), no discussion in the 
press, no contrary points of 
view. 

(3) The judicial and law-in­
terpretation process was con­
ducted on the basis of whim, 
fancy and ideological prejudice. 
The few judicial officers who 
remained in Grenada were ex­
pected to produce verdicts that 
satisfied the administration. 
The concept of an"independent 
judiciary" which prevails else­
where in Caricom (even the 
judges in Guyana have not en­
tirely lost their self-respect) was 
unknown in Grenada. 

The respected "Caribbean 
and West Indies Chronicle" 
magazine of London writes in 
its latest issue, as part of a 
survey which considered aspects 
of human rights in the region, 
"An Amnesty International ob­
server attended the trial in Gre­
nada of five people charged in 
connection with a bomb explo­
sion at a government rally in 
1980. 

"Originally charged. with mur­
der, the defendants were subse­
quently tried retroactively under 
an anti -terrorist law introduced 
by government decree. The new 
law, carrying a mandatory death 
sentence, does not provide for 
trial by jury. Four of the de­
fendants were sentenced to 
death, three of them on uncorro­
borated testimony. The fifth was 
cleared of all charges but is still 
in detention." 

(4) Bishop headed a govern­
ment that deliberately set out to 
create a climate of fear within 
the small Grenadian community. 
Not to prattle continuous verbal 
support for the revolution was to 

__ ...._u -~• • 

be considered subversive; at 
best, hostile. 

Any dissenting view, however 
mild, was branded "anti-revolu­
tionary" and people began 
looking over their shoulders and 
checking who might be outside 
t~ei_r doors before they were 
w1llmg to talk even in the priva­
cy of their own homes. 

(,5) Bishop headed a govern­
ment that had no hesitation in 
militarising the society. Every­
body was conditioned to be a 
fighter for · the revolution, down 
to schoolchildren not yet in 
their teens, who were assiduous­
ly taught to mouth anti-imperi­
alist slogans and to join one of 
the various youth groups, where 
they recited revolutionary songs 
and adopted postures of pugna­
cious defiance. 

Bishop took a leaf out of the 
Guyanese book and created a 
"people's militia" separate from 
the standing army as a para­
military force. It was a common 
sight to see 15-year-olds waving 
guns in a menacing manner. 

(6) The Bishop Government's 
most renowned aberration was 
detention without trial and hun­
dreds of people at different 
times were simply whisked off to 
jail under People's Law Number 
Eight, which sanctioned preven­
tive detention, subject only to 
Ministerial review. 

Bishop was quite happy to sit 
down to dinner every night, 
knowing that some people his 
Government perceived to be 
"threats" to itself were languish­
ing in custody year after year. It 
would be interesting to know 
what he thought of the idea of 
"preventive detention" when it 
was finally visited upon himself. 

(7) Bishop casually shut down 
t.he independent "Torchlight" 
newspap~r a few months after 
assuming power and promptly 
made the printing and pub­
lishing of newspapers, other 
than the one his Government 
owned, illegal. Leslie Pierre 
found himself in "preventive 
detention" for precisely that 
crime -~ daring to exercise the 
right given him by the Constitu­
tion that Bishop consigned to 
the dustbin ,to_record informa­
tion and opinion m printed 
form. 

(8) Bishop had no hesitation 
about down-grading the role of 
the police force in Grenada, ap­
parently seeing it as too rep ­
resentative of the constitutio_nal 
framework that preceded his a"r­
rival. The visible evidence of 
authority on the island became 
the motley crowd of the un­
washed and the unemployable 
known as the People's Revolu­
tionary Army, and the well­
trained police force was rele­
gated to directing traffic and 
inv_e?tig~tinl m_inor cri?Jes. 

Maurice Hishop and t e New 
Jewel Movement, therefore. rep­
resented a way of political life 
that diverged sharply from the 
Caricom norm and was alien to ~ 
regional tradition. 

The divergence did not begin 
with the coup by the extremist 
wing of the PRA ; it existed all 
the time. What "General" Hud­
son Austin did was simply give 
it a more brutal and bloodthirsty 
twist. 

Bishop cannot be convenient­
ly extricated at this stage from 
culpability for the ghastly events 
which overtook the Isle of Spice 
in J)ctober. He was quite happy 
to set in motion a new ideologi­
c·a1 and social culture in Grenada 
that paid little heed to the rights 
of man, the liberty of the subject 
and the principles that govern 
political life in the civilised Ca­
ribbean. 

The fact that he himself was 
eventually consumed by it is his· 
own misfortune and certainly 
does not justify any belated at­
tempt to cast Bishop in the role 
of latter-day saint. The truth is, 
he was as much a sinner as the 
rest of his wretched and vulgar 
band of fellow-travellers. 
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Bishop 
supporters 
flee into 
the hills 
ST GEORGE'S, Grenada,. Thursday, 
CANA-About 40 armed supporters of 
slain Grenada Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop have fie into the hills and are 
scared, a former aide t Bishop said 
today. . . 
The aide who spoke on cond1t1on that he was not 
named ;lso said last month's U.S-led invasion of 
the island may well have averted a bloody civil 
war between fact10m, of thEc New Jewel Movement 
which rule Grenada for four and a half )'.ears 
before it wm; ousiea i11 an October 19 military 

coup 
Bishop was killed by 
soldiers during the 
take-over. Six days lat­
er U.S. troops landed 
on the island to remove 
the military rulers. 

It was a power strug-
gle between Bi.shop andd 
hi<> n,mntv Bernar 
Coarcl which sent otf 
the chain off events 
leading to the invasio_n. 

Bishop's former aide 
told CANA the 4~ sup­
porters of B~shop 
moved int the hills of 
St Paul's and another 
area in southern Gre­
nada after Bishop had 
been killed at army 
headquarters. . 

"If the Americans 
did not intervene, . we 
would have had to f1g~t 
for our lives because 
some of us went to the 
Prime Minister to free 
him (from house arres~) 
and were actually m 
the room (at arf!1Y 
headquarters) with hur 
just before those so -
diers came up to . th~ 
fort and opened fire, 
the aide said. 

Ailing McIntyre 
says no to G'da 
ST.GEORGE'S,Thurs­
day (Cana) - members 
of Grenada's Interim 
Advisory Council regret 
that economist Alister 
McIntyre is unable to 

tak e up the 
chairman~hip of the 
_council, Attorney-Gen­
eral Anthony Rushford 
said to<lav. 

ing to the announce­
ment in New Delhi 
ea rlier today by Com­
monwealth Secretary­
General Shridath Ram­
phal that MclntyrP. is 
ill and could not accept 
the offer to lead the 
interim administration. 
McIntyre needs four 
months medical treat­
ment, Ramphal said. 

l{ushf<~rd was react-

Everybody is sorry 
that McIntyre is ill and 
disappointed that he is 
not coming, Rushford 
sa id . 

The interim admin­
istration will run Gre­
nada until elections can 
be held sometime next 
year. 

Hope Grenada will hold. 
THE EDITOR: One of 
our sister islands, the 
beautiful Grenada, was 
recently the centre of 
international strife and 
chaos, when their 
Prime Minister, Mau­
rice Bishop. was tragi­
cally killed in that 
island. 

In the light ot: the 
disaster that took place 
recently in Grenada, we 
take it as a duty to the 
peopie of the Caribbe­
an. to remind nur citi­
zens . that any cri is, 
anv di,;aster that akes 
place in any of our Ca­
ribbean countries auto­
maticall~- l...a .. ,,rnes our 
crisisanct, '-;:- . 

\Ne need l, , 

elections soon 
Caribbean neighbours 
know that we are as 
one with them, and 
that we will support 
them in times of need 
and distress. 

American interven­
tion in Grenada was 
inevitable. We have 
neither the forces, the 
man-power or ammuni­
tion or even the right 
as a Caribbean neigh­
bour to move in and 
fight in one of our sis­
ter isles. unless it is for 
their defence . And in 
this case where wrong 
wa1' done 1t would be in 
Lhei rl -!nee. 

It is likely that with­
out intervention on the 
part of the Americans 
and other concerned 
neighbours of the Ca­
ribbean, Grenadians 
may well have come to 
the point where they 
would have become a 
danger to themselves, 
or a target for more 
insidious activity. 

We all pray for Gre­
nada and a hope t hat in 
the very near future, 
they will be able to vote 
for a Government of 
their choice - • 

JOAN CARRERA, 
Belmont. 
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U.S. ASSISTANCE STILL 
NEEDED-HUGHES 
w ASHJNGTON, 
Thursday,(CA­
N A)-Grenada, 
where the United 
States intervened 
to topple a mili­
tary junta, still 
needs American 
assistance but 
not at the expense· 
of its political in­
dependence, re­
spected Grenadian 
journalist Alister 
Hughes has said. 

Hughes made the 
comment while addres­
sing members of the 
U.S. house subcommit­
tee on western hemi­
sphere affairs here 
recently . Committee 
Chairman Michael Bar­
nes had invited Hughes _ 
to address the body. 

Hughes said: "The 
Americans are seen as 
the emissaries of God, 
having come to relieve 
us." he added: "We 

dent newspapers such 
as the "Voice'' forced 
to close. 

The "Voice" was 
closed in 1981, after 
publishing a number of 
reports critical of the 
government, but satur­
day last rolled off the 
printing presses, mak­
ing what Hughes said is 
the beginning of a free 
press in the small Ca- • 
ribbean Island. The in­
d e p e n d e n t 
"Torchlight" newspa­
per was closed in 1979, 
and the "Catholic Fo­
cus", published by the 
Catholic Church, in 
1980. 

Hughes said that it 
we had a free flow of 
ideas and information 
the repression and tur­
moil of the past years 
could have been pre­
vented. Unfortunately, 
he said, freedom of in­
formation was not the 
style of the regime we 
had. 

FOCUS ON NORTH AMERICA 
want your help, but we 
don't want it at the 
expense of becoming 
your satellite. What I 
am saying is: "Please 
help, but be careful." 

Hughes, a veteran 
journalist who reports 
fo r the Caribbean News 
Agency (CANA) and 
other western media 
was jailed by the junta 
shortly after the army 
took power in a coup in 
which Prime Minister 
Maurice Bishop was 
killed. 

Hughes was freed af­
ter U.S. and Caribbean 
troops invaded grenada 
last month to topple 
the military and restore 
elected government. 

Hughes told the con­
gressional hearing that 
one of the casualties of 
the leftist government 
which had ruled Grena­
da from March 1979 
was freedom of infor­
mation, with indepen-

Trinidad-born demo­
cratic member of the 
subcommittee, Mervyn 
Dymally, an outspoker, 
critic of the U.S. action 
in Grenada, asked 
Hughes what authority 
the U.S. army had to 
conduct search and sei­
zure operations on the 
island. 

Hughes replied: " I 
am not in a position to 
argue the legal point of 
the operat ions. I just 
see the U.S. army con­
tinue what they came 
to do . It's a cleaning up 
operation. We need 
military action to es­
tablish normality." 

Chairman Michael 
Barnes, a democrat, 
who called the U.S. op­
eration justified after a. 
fact-finding tour to the 
island, said he was sur­
prised that the Gover­
nor-General, Sir Paul 
Scoon, had claimed the 
power to ban public 

--

meetings 
the press. 

and ct nsor 

Hughes explained 
that these powers are 
not automatically in ef­
fect, and that publica­
tion of the ·'Voice" is 
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Erect a monument to · 
honour the Americans 
T HE EDITOR: Sir, I am not a 
politican nor am I an expert on 
international affa irs, but from a 
purely human itarian poin t of 
,·iew, I am unable to under tand 
how one can condemn the ac­
tion taken by the United tates 
of America and the Caribbean 
countries invoh·ed in rescuing 
the Grenadians fro m the 
clutches of a bunch of mad, 
ruthless and power hungry lot, 
who are co'mpletly lacking of all 
human values and moral prin­
ciples. 

Such people who have no 
regard for the order of law. rules, 
and moral principles can be only 
dealt with by sheer brute fo rce 
and violence. such as the United 
States alone could have inflict­
ed. 

It is with great sadness that I 
have to sav that I am most 
disappointed and ashamed at 
the stand taken by our govern ­
ment on th.is matter as a whole. 

It is my firm view that it 
would have been totally sense­
Jes and useless and a waste of 
valuable resources to send any 
fac t finding or peace making 
miss ion to such irrespon ible . --

and power hungry people, who 
are capable of going to any ex­
tremes in their quest for power. 

From the very outset. any 
fa irly in telligent and even 
minded person could have clear­
ly seen that the whole affair was 
a planned manoeuvre by Russia 
and Cuba, using the senseless 
and power hungry Coard and 
Austin combination to achieve 
their ends by slaughtering Bish­
op and those that supported 
him , because they seemed to be 
moderately shifting away fro m 
the hard-line communist way in 
the interest of their count ry. 

Our Government speaks of 
sending fact finding and peace 
making missions to Grenada, 
but why don't they send these 
mission to Guyana where the 
people of that country are suf­
fering the worst fo rm of atroci­
t ies and human right violations 
at the hands of Burnham. 

I would rather not address 
him as President , because it is 
an established fact that he is in 
office by defaul t of all moral and 
legal principles one can think of. 
A glaring example was the Wal­
ter Rodney affair. If at anytime 

any such mi sions was sent to 
that country. what came out of 
it 9 Only a waste of valuable 
resources. 

As critical as the situation is 
in Guyana in this regard, I 
would agree that any mil itary 
inten ·ent ion in the internal af­
fa irs of that count ry by another 
country would be wrong, but in 
the case of Grenada where the 
circumstances a re completely 
di ffere nt in many ways. and 
poses a grave threat to the en­
t ire Caribbean, in my view the 
action taken by the United 
States of America and the Ca­
ribbean count ries involved was 
one hundred per cent justified. 

S ince the very pre ence of the 
Russians and the Cubans in 
Grenada was as a result of their 
in terfe rence in the internal af- · 
fa irs of that country when Bish­
op had taken over from Gairy. It 
is no use hupocri t ically pretend­
ing that this was not so. 

I am certain that if a referen­
dum was to be held in Grenada 
as to whether the mi litary inter­
vention by the United States 
was welcome or not, I am very 
certain that at least ninety per 
cent of the people will vote in 
favo ur. It is only the hardline 
Marxist supporter who are very 
few in numbers will vote against. 

In my view if the vast majori ­
ty of Grenadians welcome the 
actions, then nothing in the 
world matters. Be it charter, 
rules . treaty or whatever. 

In conclusion I wish to con­
gratulate the United States of 
America and the Caribbean 
count rie involved for their 
t imely intervention in rescuing 
the Grenadians . and possibly the 
enti re Caribbean in the long run 
fro m the cancerou disease of 
communism. 

T hrough your column Sir, I 
wish to suggest to the Grenadian 
people to erect a monument as a 
token of their gratitude to the 
U11i ted States of America and 
the Caribbean States involved 
fo r the invaluable service ren­
dered in their darkest hour of 
need. • 

RAMSUBHAG SINGH, 
Marabella. 
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POLITICS 

After Grenada, 
Anglo-American 
relations still f~:1 . . :.: \_." ~ remain intact . . ;p--,,__ .. 

~ '. -+" ~ 
INDIRA GA; ~HI 

The elusive affair the White House not to British Ministers. 
over-react too much In the other direc­
when the Soviets shoot. tion, a survey carried l 

~ THERE were 
1 more telephone 
J calls than . usual to 
v British diplomatic 
t missions in Ameri­
t ca last month, es­
( pecially in the 

mid-west. The 
message was clear 
and constant: We 
supported you in 
the Falklands war 

1 
- why didn't you 
support us in Gre­
nada? Middle 
America is thor-

1 oughly pissed off, 
1 observed one dip­
s lomat. 
<;1111s. • 

If there were no spe- ·, 
cial relationship, one of 
the under-secretaries in 
the Pentagon would not 
have complained bitter-
ly last week: Any awk­
wardness Thatcher and 
Geoffrey Howe suffered 
over Grenada was a fly 

speck compared to down a civilian airlinel'- out recently at the U.S. 
what we s_uffered in It is the presence in' Embassy in London r~­
South Amenca becau~e Washington, normally corded __ 1:>,000 . A~en­
we supported you m in the balmy days of its cans v1S1tmg Bntam on 
the Falklands. But we extended autumn of a some kind of official 
suffered silently. remarkable number of business in • a single 

But what is special 1~-~--------­

about Anglo-American 
relations? Perhaps it is 
the fact that, although 
the President told Mrs 
Thatcher about his in-
vasion plans 20 hours 
later than the British 
thought he should have 
done, he still bothered 
to inform them before 
he signed the order. 

The relat ionship also 
exists when someone in 
the State Department 
decides that Zimbabwe 
should b_e punished for 
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yea r. One of them will 
be here soon - Ken­
neth Dam, a senior 
State Department offi­
cial, who will breakfast 
with Mrs Thatcher, as 
part of American ef­
forts to smooth out the 
fa llout over Grenada. 

No British or Ameri­
can civilians were killed 
in Grenada. So the 
damage to t he Anglo­
American alliance has 
been limited. The Pres­
ident was very lucky, 
says one who observed 
the affair from the in­
side. But Grenada does 
reveal what the special 
relationship is not. It 
cannot prevent either 
Britain or the United 
States altering each 
other's fundamentat 
conception of their o•.vn 
national interest:;, as 
the Falklands :md Gre­
nada have shuwn. 

Mrs Thatcher twice 
told the President -
once by letter, then by 
telephone - that the 
invasion would increase 
opposition to the de- •• 
Eloyment of cruise and 

.Pershing missiles in 
western Europe. The 
State D ep a rtme n t 
agreed with the Prime 
Minister, but both Mr 
Reagan and Mr Shultz 
thought the invasion of 
Grenada was more im­
portant to the national 
interest . The President 
was cleaning up the 
neighbourhood. 

T he strength of the 
relationship depends on 
the bond between Pres­
ident and Prime Min­
ister. In the past 20 
years Kennedy and 
MacMillan got on well. 
Lyndo n J o hn so n 
thought he had Harold 
Wilson in his pocket. 
Nixon, who was no. less 
scornful of Wilson, 
thought that Heath was 
too pro-European. Cal­
laghan nurtured his 
friendship with Ford 
and Carter, for whom 
Mrs Thatcher felt ill­
disguised contempt. 
The relationship be­
tween Mr Reagan and 
Mrs Thatcher, ce­
mented by an uncom­
plicated view of what is 

right and what is 
wrong, is as strong as 
any since 1963. 

T h e special 
relationship will con­
t inue. But one senior 
State Department offi­
cial told me recently 
that, wh ile America's 
relations with Britain 
are the fo ndest, t he 
relationship with Ger­
many is the most im­
portant politically. T his 
view is not universally 
held, but it does suggest 
that what is special is· 
not necessarily the 
most crucial. 

T hey have never 
done what we've told 
them to and, as our 
resources diminish, we 
will have less influence 
and less leverage here, 
my special advisor on 
the relationship_ told 
me last week. tlut, at 
least the language is 
common enough to dis­
cuss the special 
relationship. I did my 
own poll. Does it exist, 
I asked? Of course it 
bloody does, replied 100 
per cent of those ques­
tioned. 
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