ABSTRACT
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This thesis on the health care delivery system of
Barbados, places special emphasis on the Barbados Drug
‘Service utilization by the elderly. Increased human
longevity and changing disease patterns have created the
need forvcommunity-oriented programmes and community
support systems for the elderly in Barbados. The Barba-
dos Drug Service is analysed in the context of the broad-

er national health care system.

Historically, the system of health care in Barbados
was characterized by institutional care provided at the
one Government-owned General Hospital, one Psych{atric
Hospital and five District Hospitals which provided long-
term cére for the aged and indigent. Over the years,
Barbados has advanced the kind of health care system
reflective of primary health care but with some difi-

ciencies.



The current thrust is decentralizatjon pf health
services to make the rich and poor.alike_have equal ac-
ceés to good quality health services. A'ﬁefwork of gight
polyclinics has been strategically located at varlous
points in the island to providetcomprehensive care. One
of the services provided at the polyclinics is the drug

service with special benefits for the elderly.

The empirical aspect of this thesis provides a
survey on the awareness, perception, knowledge and pat-
tern of utilization of the Barbados Drug Service by the

elderly.

The study findings reveal a high-level of aware-
ness of the existence of the Barbados Drug Service, limi-
ted knowledge of the benefits gnd the failure of the el-
derly to make maximum use ¢f the service due to their
perception and lack of knowledge of the service. Another
finding is that many elderly people view the Barbados
Dfug Service as dealing with iliegal drugs and drug abuse.
The study identifies problems encountered by the users
of the service and includes some of their suggestions
for imprévement. Recommendations are made based on the

study findings.



