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ABSTRACT 

Symmetrischema capsica (Bradley and Povolny)  i s  a  common p est  

of  peppers  in  Mexico,  the  United States  and the  Caribbean,  where i t  

attacks  the  bud o f  the  three  Capsicum species .  

In Trinidad and Tobago i t  i s  attacked by s ix  paras i tes  and four 

predators .  Descript ions  are  g iven of  the  bionomics  of  the  pest  and i t s  

parasi tes .  

Culture  methods for  S. capsica were s tudied,  s ince  these  are  

important  in  the  mass-product ion of  parasi tes .  

Frui t - formation in  Capsicum spp.  was brief ly  studied.  This  

i s  known to  be important  in  assess ing economic loss  as  a  result  of  bud-

damage.  

The ecology and natural  control  was s tudied,  emphasis  be ing 

placed on the  factors  affect ing S.  oapsica and i t s  parasites  in  the  f ie ld .  

The results  are  discussed;  at  very high densi t ies ,  populations  

on host  p lants  such as  S.  capsica where the  number o f  larval  niches  i s  

important ,  may be  l imited by lack of  sui table  buds.  Parasi tes  and 

physical  factors ,  however,  p lay a  major ro le  in  regulat ing the  s ize  of  

populat ions .  

I t  i s  suggested that  in  Trinidad and Tobago,  parasi tes  restr ict  

the  increase  o f  host-populations  and that  i f  the  parasi te  complex was 

increased,  by the  introduct ion of  species  from foreign countr ies ,  a  

further  reduct ion in  economic loss  might  be  achieved .  


