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INTRODUCTION 

In lltl' /'olln11"il1" /Jll"l'S /1/'(' f'l'/J/'l)iilll '('d th,· /'('( '('//( ., t11/1•1111'itl (Jr 1111' . r ~ . 
Prl'ss 1ls.,01·i11lio11 of ./1111,,1i('/1 1111 1·11rr1•11 / issu<'s of /'()1/< '<'nt tu tit, • 

lsso1·i11 tiu11 (/fld /hi' -'/Jl'l'd11•s 1rltid1 11·1·/'I' 111111/r> (I/ tlu · 1111111/(// 1/i1111<'r 

of //11• J> I.I 11"ltid1 look 11/on· un l><' ('(' lltlJ/•r I /J. 

Th l'ir p11h/irnliu11 i., /Hl f'f of /hi' I ' I.I '., 1•f/1>rl / 11 1m•s1•11/ tu ifs 

1111•111/>1•rs 1111 d f/11, 1111/Jlic 11"l111l. in 0111· 1•i1•11·. 11rr· i111JJ//f' /(111/ ,·1111/ri/111-

tions In tit<' 1111p1i11µ. J!'[J11/<• 1111 frl'<'du111 of lit <' 11r1•.,s 1111d tit, · rul<' 

and ri;d!ls <Jfjn11m11/is t., in ./1111111irn lud11_L 

/11/1' rl'., / in 1111d lit<' ,frl)(/fl' 1J11 //11'." ' is.,111•s ha l'<' 1!t- 1"1•l11JH'il (I/Id 

µ,ain l'd 111111111' 11/11111 sinn• /11.,/ 111;,!'11.s/ 1/'illt / /,,, dis111isml of C111111/l­

./a1111•s. l·,'dilnr of !h e ./1111wirn /)(Ii/_,. ,\1•11·s. (I/Id !hi' 1111s111p• of 1111'di11 

11·nrkl'rs in d1•.f1'111·1• uf !hi' pro/!f'l' -'-'ll '<' 1111d d1•11/(/Cmli1 · ll/1/lfO(lt·lt 

tu th e 111Nli11 . 

.'iinc<' //wt li1111•. tu,, , !'11• 1.fr/)(//1• //(/ ., /(l k1•11 011 i 11 /1•m11/iu1111/ 

11m;mrlio11s, l'S/H' cilllly in /hi' Cur i/Jb1•1111., tl'ilh li•lldin/! 111•11·s1H1/WI'., 

and uJ1111111•11l"lur ., O/J/JO.,i11µ. //,1• 1u1si lio11s /!Il l fu rimrd /,_1· !he l 'rl'ss 

. I s.wci" lio11. 

H <' ho111• t/111/ lit is µublirnli//11 ,r ill brinµ 11 U<' / ll'r 1111dl'r., /(111d i11;t. 

of lltl' is.,ues (If/cl as.,is l in d1•1•1•lu11i117, our idl'11., 1111 1·n•11/i11/!, a .fi·1•1• 

/Jrl' .,s i 11 (I fr<'I' 1·m11lf tT. 

The fo llowing statement was made by the Press Association of Jam­
aica on December 7, 1977, in response to the develop ing trend with­
in the profession whe reby certain elements have embarked on a cam­
paign of slander aga inst the democratically elected Governmen t, the 
due processes of Parliament, the peop le of Jama ica and those journa­
lists who seek to encourage a democra tic interpretation of freedom 
of the press. 

The Press Association of Jamaica fu lly supports the concept of 
Parliamen tary House Committees. We see it as a means of deepeni ng 
democracy by bringing Parliamen t closer to t he day-to-day issues and 
problems of the nation. 

We believe however that the activities of the committees must be 
carried out in a ma nner which does not erode the democratic rights 
of the peop le. 
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Of necessit y the role and objective of the committees must be 
clearly outlined and defined to the public to prevent distortion of 
the princ ip les which guide th ese commi ttees. 

We see nothing wrong with journalists being called before the 
committees. Jou rnalists, l ike all other citizens, have a public respons­
ibility and publ ic accountabi lity. 

T he press is not a law unto itself. It has tremendous power and 
influence and therefore must exercise responsibility by adhering to 
stri ct ethical standards and sound principles, guided at al l times by 
what is in the peop le's interest. 

These principles are embodied in the ex isting code of ethics of 
our Association wh ich reads in part: 

"The rights, privileges and freedoms enjoyed by them (the 
med ia) are on ly exercisab le on the understanding that the general 
public interest and the good of the country are and remain para­
mount; and where there is conflict between the news media's or jour­
nalist's righ ts and the community's interest , the latter shou ld pre­
vai l ". 

The code of ethics f urther enjoins journalists to refrain from 
"writing or publish ing news or information wh ich is not based on 
fact, or slan t ing or selecting the news to give any particu lar bias to 
serve any particular interest". 

The assoc iation has been concerned about the levels to which 
some practitioners of our profession have descended. 

This trend has developed since the invasion of the profession by a 
new minority breed of non-professionals, some of whom would set 
themselves up as mart,yrs in defence of their concept of freedom of 
the press. 

The so-called expose of condi ti ons of the Savanna-la-mar Hos­
pital and the work of the Cuban doc tors provides a glaring example 
of the cheapening of the profession. 

Our association regards these arti cles as malicious, lacking in 
objec tivity , one-sided and an example of the use of the profession 
to mal ign accred ited members of another profession who have res­
ponded to the cries of the Jamaican poor. 

The Associat ion has taken a decision to write to the Cuban doc­
tors apologising for the abusive and unprofessional attacks on them 
by a section of ou r profession. We urge them to continue and expand 
the ir work among the Jamaican masses. 
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We note continuous hysterical outbursts and abusive personal 
attacks being made daily by this new breed of journalistic hacks 
even to the point of urging the people to remove a democratically 
elected Government. A ll this in the name of freedom of the press 
and freedom of speech. 

The association reaffirms its comm itment to freedom of the 
press, but this freed om can only be exercised when the majority of 
the people have access to the news media, when work ing jou rnal ists 
have a say in the decision-making process; and when the med ia re­
cognise and carry out their social responsib ilities. 

SPEECH BY MR THEODORE SEALY, FORMER EDITOR 
OF DAILY GLEANER, TO PAJ DINNER 

Mr Theodore Sealy, the acknowledged dean of Jamaican journalism 
is the former Editor-in-chief of Gleaner publications and presently 
a me mber of the Board of Directors of the Gleaner Company 
Limited. He had a distinguished career in journalism, having served 
The Gleaner fo r rnore than 40 years. 

This Oltlstanding newspaperman began working at The Gleaner 
as a sub-editor in charge of rural news. By 1944 he assumed editorial 
responsibility as co-ordinating editor at The Gleaner. In 1951 he 
became Editor and in 1973 was appointed Editor-in-chief in charge 
of The Gleaner, The S tar, The Jamaica Weekly Gleaner and Child­
ren 's Own. Mr Sealy retired in March 1 977. 

He is one of the f ew Jamaicans lo have been awarded the Nor-
1nan Manley Foundation A ward fo r excellence and has also been 
honoured b_y the Government of Jamaica and the University of the 
West Indies. 

We have developed. The fact that we are in trouble in economic 
terms doesn't mean that we haven't developed. Many years ago the 
people in Washington - who lend us money sometimes and de­
stabi lise us at o ther times - questioned whether Jamaica in fact was 
entitled to help of this nature since it was far above the median 
line of the economic circumstances of the nations of the world . 

And those of us, Mr Minister, like yourself, who have been to 
depressed areas will agree that in fact we have no tangible signs of the 
kinds of poverty that exist in a great many parts of the world. 
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We are poor yes. We are also proud . But we are not in abject pov­
erty unless we agree that we want to mak_e things better. But_ we 
can't start out by saying we are no good 1n order to make things 
better. So I think we are playing ourselves down a bit. But we are 
developed. God bless us. 

A country must have honour 

Now, one of my many friends there who is an economist says to 
me that with our foreign exchange deficiency, if we had more tour­
ists, hotels back in private ownership and occupied by pay ing guests 
who do not take out the carpets and the towels, and if we wen t back 
to producing half million tons of sugar a year, and if we went back to 
producing 200,000 tons of export bananas a year, and if we hadn't 
promised the A mericans to stop the ganja trade, we would have no 
adverse balance of p:iyments. The ganja trade alone accounts for half 
of our adverse balance of payments. A nd such is life. And there are 
other ways a country must have some honour in its dealings and we 
did promise those awful Americans that we wou ld try and stop this 
ill icit t rade and make their country one of the best countries of the 
world. 

So whi le our Government is under criticism for this, that and the 
other, let us recall and remember that behind all this foreign-ex­
change deficiency is empty hotels, no ganja planes, shortage of sugar 
production, shortage of banana prod uction and even now, Seprod 
will tell us, shortage of coconut oi l. So we are going through very 
difficult trials. So what is the role of the journalists in all this? Mark 
Twain said, when in doubt tell t!-: e truth . 

Recently our Association has been involved in an inquiry about 
one of our pub lications which I think shou ld have been referred to 
the Press Council, which came about largely as a resul t of one of our 
past Presidents of this Association. The Press Council is a body - at 
the head of which is a great jurist - the head of the Norman Manley 
Law School - and I recommend to our executive that somet;mes 
they consider that when they have a hot ball pass it to the Press 
Council. 

This Government is a socialist Government. But it is not a dialec­
tically socialist Government. It 's a humanistic socialist Government. 
Whether you can let Socialism work withou t cruelty, without repres­
sion, is an experimen t that this Government is making. 

So let us not become jargon-minded and trot out all the crazi­
ness. Now most people in any conversation now especiall y the arti­
culate political journalist; every other word is "righ t" ; "right?" 
{laughter) as if it 's a semi-colon. And I th ink we should go back to 
our own way of free speech and give up dialetic and ask the Minister 
not to say "right" any time tonight. 
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False Journal ism 

T here is another type of journalists, who are not writi ng for the 
publ ic but are writing to outdo each other. They are largely our col­
umnists. I once fired one of my col umnists because he kept writing 
to impress other columnists (/ lpplause). 

They are wr iting not so much for you and me and the general 
public as to outdo one another; and I think that is fa lse journalism. I 
have no more control over them than you have, but the fact is that I 
wou ld like to throw out tonight a suggestion that they are getting 
too self-important, and writing to titilate one another. Their business 
is to expose, explore, exp lain and deal with the nation's business and 
not to show off on one another (.-lf)plaus<'). 

Now I would like to tal k about freedom of the press. Mark Twain 
said of the United States, " In our country we have three unspeakably 
prec ious things: freedom of speech, freedom of conscience and the 
prudence never to practise any of them". That 's cynical but it goes 
to the root of the matter. Because if we do not exercise and use these 
freedoms to their full extent the freedoms perish. And in this respect 
I wou ld ask our association to t ry to get back to the prob lem since 
we have an amenable Government, to deal with the live! laws which 
arc, in fact, the real, almost unconstitutional , limitation upon free­
dom of speech. 

In the United States freedom of the press is an entrenched part 
of the United States constitution and yet in recent years, through 
the Supreme Court, they have brought it to the point where pub lic 
men may not recover damages for libel even if the defamation is 
untrue unless they can prove that it was wr itten knowing it to be 
untrue. 

In Jamaica you write one thing about a Minister or any member 
of Parliament and they lodge a l ibel writ against you and in Parl ia­
ment itself the matter can't b.c discussed because it is then s11bj11dil"<•. 
I think that is a stumbl ing block to total freedom of expression in 
Jamaica. 

T he media of any kind should not be liable to defamation' and 
damages unless it can be proved that it was with mal ice knowing 
it to be fa lse - so far as i t's a pub lic man. Now in relation to pri­
vate citizens. Ordinary people shou ld not be depr ived in any way 
because they are sovereign individuals and we should not use our 
power and our media to defame and disgrace them. But when people 
offer themselves for public service they must stand up and be count­
ed (.4 pp la use). 
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Social responsibility 

Also, to talk about the social responsibil ity of the journalist. 
I don't know whether that means they must get married or what. 
It's a notionally immoral profession, the night life and things like 
that, because that's how you get news (lnughter). Up to now I 
have 20 drinks a day in various places. But I don't buy every drink 
of course. For everyone you buy somebody else buys one and so on. 
But that is soc ial responsib il ity in the sense that if you go home to 
your wife and ch ildren every night and read the Bible and read any 
other great work, how are you fulfi ll ing your social responsibility? 
You're setting a good examp le of how to live. 

The journalist must go outside those l imitations and move 
among his people, see their problems, face the dangers of moving 
around the country at night and in remote places; otherwise you 
can't feel and understand the nature of your cou ntry. So the journa­
list who goes home, stays home and pontificates on the radio twice 
a day or in his co lumn , I think, is not fulfilling his social responsi­
bility. 

Now the Daily News inquiry, Canute. I believe that after what 
our Minister said a couple nights ago this is a subjudice matter 
(laughter). 

But I gave ev idence in that inquiry by compu lsion. And I think 
my views are stil l right, that until we change our constitution and 
change the law of property a thing belongs to the person that it be­
longs to and you can't use another man's thing to do your own thing. 
That is my fundamental feeling on the Daily ews inquiry but as an 
Editor we must feel every day you are going to work or you are pre­
pared to resign or have them fire you. It's a bold and aggressive res­
ponsibility but I have news for Canute: never resign, you must let 
them fire you; I got this from a man named Percy Aidlin who was 
Editor o f the Daily 1-f<>rald in London. Now the Daily Herald in Lon­
don was an amorphous creature. It belonged in terms of property to 
Adams Press Limited and belonged in terms of editorial opinion to 
the Trade Union Congress. And the Ed itor fell between them. And 
Aidlin to ld me in 1945 when I was there spend ing time that he 

• we;uld wri te an editorial praising something that some social ist mem­
ber of the British Parliament had said - only to be rebuked from the 
TUC headquarters that this paper belongs to the union and not to 
the party; and he said, you know what I am going to do? " I am going 
to have them fire me because I can't take the stra in. But if they 
don't fire you, you don't get compensation. If you let them fire 
you, Canute, then you claim so many years severance pay ... at t he 
maximum income that you enjoy. An Editor must be prepared to 
be fired every day of his li fe. That is how you maintain the razor­
sharp, antagonistic, total journalistic quality and I 'm sorry I don't 
have to run that gauntlet anymore. 

l 
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RADIO JAMAICA 

Now the RJ R experiment. I came here with strong views but I 
ran into Peter Abrahams (laughter). And he had promised to cook a 
·l·unch· for me - an Indoch inese lunch. I don't know if there is any 
risk in that. But I personally have always felt that no medium shou ld 
belong to an ex tra-national person (Applause). 

Lord Thompson on Fleet had many newspapers in the United 
States but he was not allowed to start a single rad io station because 
in the United States of America, continental and off-shore United 
States, you cannot run a radio station unless you are a citizen. And I 
feel that that is a good piece of legislation and protection for a 
nation. 

How they come to put a South African in charge is a d ifferent 
matter. I met Peter Abrahams in London in 1945 and it cost me five 
guineas. I asked him to write for the Gleaner an article about how he 
escaped from South Africa on some ship - which he did. And the 
Gleaner on ly paid him two gu ineas for it and he comp lained and I 
agreed with him, so I gave him the rest of money . I gave him five 
guineas to make it up. But he is a hard barga iner (laughter). And if 
the people at RJ R think they have got a sort of push-over there in 
financial matters they have another guess coming. 

They don't mention fin ancial matters, but to have Peter Abra­
hams in charge of this th ing, I think is the brightest thing th is Gov­
ernment has ever done and RJ R will do better, Sir, than the Workers 
Bank (laughl<' r). 

ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR INFORMATION 
AND CULTURE, HON. ARNOLD BERTRAM 

"DO NOT CONFUSE PROPERTY RIGHTS 
WITH F~EEDOM OF THE PRESS" 

Mr Chairman, Guest of Honour, Dr Theodore Sealy, President 
and members of the Press Association of Jamaica, Ladies and Gentle­
men: 

First, permit me to bring to this gathering the sincere greetings 
of the Hon. Michael Manley, Prime Minister of Jamaica. 

I am particu larl y happy to be associated with this activity which 
honours an outstand ing Jamaican and brings together fe llow workers 
in this important field of communications. Dr Sealy has been hon­
oured by the Government of Jamaica, the Norman Manley Founda­
tion and the Unive rsity of the West Indies, and it is only fitting that 
on this occasion, we again recognise his achievemen ts. Dr Sealy is a 
man with whom I have many differences, but I want to unreserved ly 
state my respect for his achievements as a professional journalist. 
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Mission of the Minority 

However, a man like Mr Sealy must be clearly distinguished 
from a small minority who have climbed into the pages of the news­
papers on the basis of their social and family connections. This small 
minority have made it their mission not merely to criticise the 
Government but to cry down the Jamaican people. 

Let me make it clear that the concern is not their crit icism of 
the Government. The Government, supported by the overwhelming 
majority of the people, respected l;Jy the international community, 
has demonstrated its capacity to advance in the face of the most 
bitter and vu lgar attacks. 

My concern is their attitude to the Jamaican people, al l the 
people, PNP and J LP. Every day they make it their duty to belittle 
the peop le, to abuse them, and to pour scorn on their inte lligence. 
They see nothing good in the Jamaican people and nothing positive 
in their ach ievements. 

Jamaicans tired of negativism 

I want to state further that my objection to them is neither as 
a member of the PNP nor as a Minister of Government. But as a 
Jamaican, I am heartily sick and tired of their negativism, which 
is affecting every area of national creative endeavour. And I am not 
the only one who is fed up. Let me quote from a speech by the 
Secretary-General of the Jamaica Teac~ers' Association, made a 
week ago at the Awards function of the Jamaica Women Teachers' 
Association : 

"Everyday I take up a certain newspaper, she said, and from 
the first to the last page is covered with all that is wrong with 
Jama ica. I t is becoming almost monotonous now. We al l know 
by now what is wrong wi th Jamaica. If we as teachers, espe­
cially, don't 1-..now by now, then we are poor teachers. We cannot 
continue to itemise what is wrong and go on in the same manner. 
We have to do something positive right now." 

Freedom of property 

This minority, of whom Mrs Saunders spoke, are cal ling their 
negativism and abuse of the Jamaican people "freedom of the 
press". This is not freedom pf the press; this is freedom of property. 
They simply own the press and from this position dictate what is to 
be put in it. They do not care whether the working journalists 
at Th<' Cleaner or Th e tar share these views. They do not care 
what harm these attacks do to the country or its people. It is their 
property and they are doing as they like with it . 

Our constitution protects their property rights and the Govern­
ment respects the consti tu tion. But let us not confuse property 
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rights with freedom of the press. Freedom of the press must ensure 
that all the ideas and asp irations of the people find full expression. 
The aspiration of the people for better housing, for land, for educa­
tion for their children, for better standard of living and a more 
upright and dignified life. 

Repel the attacks 
It is full time for all of us journalists, teachers, farme rs, profes­

sionals, work ing people in general, to begin to repel these attacks 
aga inst the integrity of our people. It is full time for us to show more 
respect for the achievements of our people and call a halt to this 
campaign of destruction. 

The journalists have a spec ial role to play in th is regard. It is 
your duty to encourage the people, to highlight their achievements 
and positive qualities. It is your duty to supply the people with 
factual information which wi ll enable them to come to grips with 
the problems of the country and to make the best decisions in the 
interest of the nation's progress. It is you r duty to afford the 
people every opportunity to express their ideas and to discuss with 
one anothe_r what is the best way forward for the country . 

The Daily News 
In th is connecti.on, I want to express a point of view on the 

situation wh ich has developed at the Daily News. The Government 
recognises in the Daily News another attempt by the Jamaican 
people to create an avenue for the expression of their views. As 
workers in the media, you are no doubt familiar with the history 
of many of these attempts and their eventual defeat. Despite the 
weakness of the Daily News, for the fact that i t is a part of this 
trad it ion, it deserves the support of the Government. However, I 
want to emphasise that it is not enough to have good ideas; a news­
paper can on ly continue to communicate if it is based on a viable 
economic foundat ion. Therefore, we are trying to find a solution 
to the problems of the Daily News in consultation with the workers 
and their representatives and other parites. One thing should be 
clear, in the Jamaica of 1977, the question of this paper being taken 
over by any ex isting monopoly interest, for them to add it to the 
chorus of negativism and abuse of the people, is not on the agenda 
of th is ·Government. 

j n league with international reaction 
Finally, there is an international aspect of the present situation 

that needs to be understood . It is a fact that there are elements in 
the United States who support the racist minority regime in South 
Africa, who are opposed to the Panamanian people regaining 
sovereignty over -the canal, who are in favour of the destabilisation 
of Jamaica and who are bitterly opposed to any improvement in 
the relations between Cuba and the United States. In these areas 
they put themselves in opposition to the policies· of the present 
United States Administration. 
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It is also a fact that some of these same elements were among 
those with whom the Leader of the Opposition had a breakfast 
meeting in Washington, including, I repeat, the representative of the 
South African Foundation which is a front of and financed by the 
racist regime in South Africa. 

It is also a fact that Prime Minister Manley is d ue to visit Wash­
ington shortly to discuss matters vital to the interest of the country. 

Having said all this, we must ask ourselves the question - is this 
the reason for th e hew and cry about freedom of the press, which 
has never been threatened? Is this the reason for the attack against 
the Cuban doctors, whose on ly crime has been their sincere attempt 
to improve the health services of the country? 
Help the people to advance 

I know it is the responsibility of the Press Association to protect 
and advance the inte rest and rights of working journalists. This is 
your duty which the Government supports. However, it is also your 
duty as Jamaicans to find answers to these questions, as you proceed 
in your t ask of repelling negativism, encouraging the people, high­
lighting their good qualities - in short to help the people advance. 

SPEECH BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
PRESS ASSOCIATION OF J AMAi CA, 

MR CANUTE JAMES 

Mr Chairman, Mr Minister, special guests, fellow members of the 
Press Association of Jamaica. 

We have gathe red that since the administration of this association 
was charged by the will of the majori t y of the membership in 1976, the 
ass,ociation has now become "politicaiscd". We gather also that we were 
once a respected organisation. That respect I think we lost in the _eyes of 
some who were democratically re jected by the membership of the assoc­
iation in 1976. 

My task here, Mr Chairman, is not to defend positions and statements 
which arc qui te clear in themselves. The defe nce of a position is for those 
who arc themselves not very clear about what they arc doing. 

We will not be divided 

Statements implying that the Press Association of Jamaica has 
"become politicised" - whatever that means, and is adopting a partisan 

approach in its functions , cannot and wil l not divide the membership 
of the organisa tion. 

Mr Chairman, we hold no brief for any party political organ isa­
, tion, for any sectoral interests save that of our profession. 
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The execu tive of this _. Assoc iation is soon to put to the general 
membership several poi_n·is relating to the direction of the <1ssocia­
tion's affairs, and wh ile we would not at this stage go into details 
on this, it is suggested that this Association should in itiate discussion 
and dialogue on public issues - not necessaril y those related to the 
media. 

Parliamentary committees 

We have had in recent days growing discussion on the question 
of press freedom, stimu lated by the proceedings of one of the 
select comm ittees of parliament. 

The Associa tion's stand on the matter of the House commi ttees 
is now a matter of record. We would go further and advoca te thJt 
these comm ittees be used wherever possible to bring to the public's 
view any form of misbehaviour in any area of public life - not 
only where it exists in the press, but also in areas of the pub l ic ser­
vice. 

This level of open government is something which the coun try 
needs, and which is nc_essary if there is to be any cred ibil ity in the 
administration of the country's affairs. 

On the other hand, Mr Chairman, and as we have said in our 
statement, there is every need for those who consti tute th ese com­
mittees to exercise some responsibility in the way they address 
themselves to their tasks. The country cannot allow for this quite 
legitimate and constitutional procedure to be used to erode demo­
cratic rights of individuals who may come before it. 

This is one point which the executive of this Association made 
forcefully to the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs when both parties 
met this week. We note that, following this meeting, the next sitting 
of the Committee wi th which we are concerned was cance lled. 

We do not know if this was the result of our statements to the 
Min ister. However, we wou ld hope that the opportun ity be taken 
by that particular Ministry to look carefu ll y at the way in which the 
parliamentary committees address themselves to the ir tasks. 

We will defend t he peoples' interests 

Mr Chairman, as an Association representing a group of profes­
sionals in the media, we cannot stand idly by and allow the interests 
of the people of .this country to be trampled and used for personal 
conven ience and petty party political gain by sectional interests, 
whether these be private or public. Our primary responsibility is 
to the ·Jamaican people. This represents a change in the direction of 
our Association, and it is interesting to note, Mr Chairman, that 
since this direction in terms of our responsibilities became known 
a year and a half ago, we have been described as be ing "politicised". 
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We will not allow this Associat ion to ever again be used to defend 
partisan financial and poli t ical interests. 

And whenever we see any indications of th is, whether this be 
in d i rect re lation to the media or to any other aspect of the nation's 
affairs, rest assured that statements to the effect that we were 
"once respected" wi ll not get us to keep our mouths shut. 

If respectability means the protection of these sectional interests, 
rather than carry ing out our responsibility to the Jamaican peop le 
in the defence of t ruth, informat ive educa ti on and fa ir comment, 
and in the defence of the so-far lim ited democratic ga ins of the 
people, then rest assured that we wil l from now on ride a wave of 
total d isresoect. 
Meet with JCC 

The Association is to meet with the Jamaica Council of Churches 
and wi th o1'her groupings to initiate constant d ialogue on the matter 
of the media and i t:s social responsibi l ities. 

Mr Chairman, i t is not my intention to speak for long, but I 
pleac;l forgiveness for deta ining you a bit longer with one point which 
we consider of fundamental importance to the affairs of this coun­
try. 

Telling blow to press freedom 

Th is is a matter of great persona l concern and d istress for me. 
You wi ll no doubt have heard the rumours and the comments on 
the fate of the Jamaica Dailv .\1• 11 ·.,;, one of t he island's morn ing 
newspapers. Unfortunately, through a series of circumstances with 
which I suspect you are all fami liar, I myself do not know much 
more than you do, despite my connections with that organ isat ion . 

If, however, these reports of the impending closure of the news­
paper are true, then we are facing perhaps a most tel li ng blow to 
any one of the many concepts of press freedom which are be ing 
currently defended . 

This possib le catastrophe has apparently escaped those who 
now shout loud ly abou t press freedom . It is self-eviden t that the 
fewer the channels of expression available, t he more restric ted 
wi ll be the opportunities for expression. 

As I said earl ier, I am addressing this issue from a pos it ion of 
ignorance as to. the facts of the situation faci ng the newspaper. Such 
is the problem of one who has been on leave for over t hree months 
awaiting the outcome of a commission of inqui ry. 

I wou ld, however, suggest that you all look very carefu l ly at the 
developments surrounding the newspaper in the weeks to come. 
I t is possible that what wil l be attempted, and what wi l l in fac t take 
place, in terms of keeping the newspaper going, or making sure that 
it is not published at all , wi ll indicate very clearly who is and who is 
not reall y concerned about press freedom. 
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