1Belen Whagwangingh

“What’s in a name? Jhat which we call a vase by any other name
would smell as sweet” Shattespeare civca 1600.

Jhis is a 400 year ald and still prevailing wisdem.  simple
man from Seuth Juinidad, however, dared challenge this dogma.
Jn se daing, fe named his finst- bawn, Felen, for fe understood
that with this name came stiength of character and the will to
swwive and excel. Fle predicted greatness for his daughter, lifte
the Felens in histony, wha had evercame great clistacles on their
way to greatness. Jf the persana of Helen of Jrnoy could have
baunchied 1000 ships then this ane wauld launch 1000 businesses.
Und if Felen FHeller had to endure all existing prejudices to
cvencene deafness and Glindness and not just suwived but
excelled. .. what path might this Felen have to cut?

With the exception pethaps of apen warfare, we axe told that
buwsiness is the mast aggressively competitive envivonment one
might encounter. Ftelen would have had to. endure and avencome
all the challenges of conventional chauvinism when she dared

Jn 1969, the seeds of a small ‘Mam and Faop’ hardware business
was planted in apparently infewtile conditions in east Port of
Spain, at the edge of the Carani swamp and some still say at the
vewy edge of civilisation — in Sea Lots. We have heard the old



dictum: no wish, no netuwn”. Well, this venture would have seemed
ta the ardinawy man all adventure — ane with all wisk and ne
wetuwn! But Chancellor, we were not dealing with an ordinary

With that bumble, high sk strategy 50 years age, thase seeds
wene soawn. (nd how has that small acorwn grawn inte a giant
empire! We can taday count megastores acrass the countuy
providing sewice ta thausands of custamers and providing bread
on the tabiles for 1200 employees. Felen Bhagwansingh’s
business  intexests include hardware, osteel, aluminium,
constuuction, manufacturing and distvibution.

(t the dawn of the new millennium she was praclaimed “Waoman
of the Millennium” by the Tuinidad and Jclaga Enengy Chamber.
Earlien this year she was inducted inta the Business FHall of
Fame of the Chamber of Jndustry and Commence of Tinidad and
Jabage and in its lang histony, this was the finst waman te have
ever been se inducted. On Jndependence Day this year, Felen
weceived our nation’s highest honour — Jhe Onder of Ininidad and
Jabaga.

Chancellor, Ftelen fully undewstands that it tafes mare than
bricks, montar and even steel to build a natien. She undevstands
that hearts and minds and seuls are far mare impatant. Jt is for
this neason that she has denated generously towards
establishment of Jhe Diabetes Education Research and Prevention
Jnostitute at The Univensity of The West Jndies. Fer grant will
exist in perpetuity and the praceeds thevefrom will be used to
enswre that each successive genervation of Jninbagaonians witl have
a staxt better than the ane before. Work from this institution fas
Chancellor, you will agree that there is much to a name. Fere
stands before you, Helen Bhagwansingh— a woman of subistance,
an entrepreneur and a philantfirapist. She is an iwon lady with
newes of steel, a mind of high speed silican and a heart of gold.
She has a scul and a spirit capabile of campassion, saciifice and
endurance.

Where a great waman has led, many can go afteuvards, but the
honour is hers whe has found and cut the path.
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Sa, Chancellor, J invite you ta receive fer and, by the power vested
in you by the Council and Senate of Jhe University af the West
JIndies, ta confer upan fer the title of Dactor of Loaws, fonayis

cawsa.
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