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In this study, an exsnination of scme of the historicasl
novels of the lLpanish Caribbean is undertakea with a view to
deterzining some of the major preogcupations snd technigues used
in the Listorical novel in this particular sone, WwWhile a
spesial arse of the novel within this geographical limitation
has been selected for close examipatiomy it is recc8niszed that
the historieal novel of Spanish Caribbean literaturs sharcs
some featuree with that of Spanish Amcerica as uoll.:t reflects
the development of ‘he Spanish Caribbeen nevel im genersl,

Accordingly, @ review of the historieal novel in Cpanish
imerican litcrature is considered equally necessary as the study
of eritical thinking with respeet to the historical novel, which
is attempted with the intention of establishing a theoreticel
framework for analysis of the individual novels, 7he opticn in
favour ef = bYreerd end senercl definition is the result of cur
rayiow of the widely ‘“ivercent views ~° eminon; thinker ., 1t
is also the result of our concern ‘o avodd form:sl defimitions
whieh earry inhsrent sescthetie eriteri: and premisce »rejudicial
te a&r aventual conclusziens. The AdAsarth of firm eritiesl ovinion
on this tonie seams to be s strong srgument in favour of adopting
a flexible approach toth in the choice of texts and in the

metho 8 of analysis,



This otudy ie limited %o an examination of somwe historie
cal novels dealing with three easily ideatifiable periods of Caribe
bean history « the conquest, the colonial peried, and the indepens
dence period, The body of this study is devoted to the closs exw _
amination of imdividual texts, which are arranged according to the
period depictied in an attempt to order novels of varying approabhes
and themes in = manner which seeke o highlight the literary ree
sponse to particular stages of Caribbean history.

In conclusion, certain gemeral commente om the nature and
characteristics of the historical novel in Spamish Caribbean litera-
ture are posiulated on the basis of the examinstion of the selected
texts,



