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2 March 1994 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrews 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr Abrahams 
\ 

CURTIS BROWN 

162-168 Regent Street, London WlR 5TB 

Telephone 071-872 0331, Fax 071-872 0332 

Faber have no plans to reprint A WREATH FOR UDOMO, and in their letter to 
us of 16 February 1994 they agreed to revert the rights to you forthwith. 

Best wishes, 

Yours sincerely 

Caroline Belgrave 

CURTIS BROWN GROUP LTD. LONDON NEW YORK SYDNEY 

Directors Robert Loder (Chairman), Peter Murphy (Managing Director), Diana Baring, Sebastian Born, Tim Curnow (Australi a), 
Sue Freathy, Antony Harwood, Julia Kreitman, Diana Mackay, Anne McDermid, Anthea Morton-Saner, Peter Robinson, Leah Schmidt, 

Vivienne Schuster, Michael Shaw, Elizabeth Stevens 

Incorporating John Farquharson 

Registered Office as above. Registered in London 679620. D.D. Spokesmen Ltd. licensed as an employment agency SE8044 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

From the office of Emilie Jacobson, Senior Vice President 

April 27, 1983 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
P.O. Box 20, Red Hills 
St. Andrew, Jamaica, B.W.I. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

I'm glad that you wrote. It turns out that in error our 
accounting department had deducted too much tax. We are 
required to withhold 10% tax for residents of Jamaica, but 
not the 30% that was deducted. \ Accordingly, I'm enclosing 
our check refunding $14.12 Please accept our apologies. 

I am also enclosing for your signature a copy of the form 
that entitles you to the reduced tax rate. 

It has been a long time since the last book and I'm happy 
that a new novel will be coming along soon. Can I persuade 
you to include with it some up-to-date autobiographical 
notes? It would be helpful, since you and I have not 
worked together on a book before. 

With all best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

EJ/lf 
enc. 

Cable: Browncurt • Telex: 422745 
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'ii .JS Emilie J acobson, 
Curtis Br own Lt d. , 
575 Madison Avenue, 
New York 10022 , N. Y. 
U. S. A. 

Dear Mi s s J a co bson, 
\ 

August 25, 
1983 

I hPve not wri tten till now becau s e I hevc not ye t 
finished t he ver y l a s t re a ding of t he f ina l dr aft of my new 
novel. Howvver, F ber an d FP ber, whose Export Marketing 
. nager wa s her e i n J , a i ca a t the end of May and who t ook a 

c opy of the draft a s it then wa s with him, have just written 
me to express gre t excitement with wha t t hey have read . 
They w:rn t to publish. But because it is a very long book,.s, 
runnin g i nto well over 600 page s , there is a pr obl em of 
put ting ou t the bo ok a t a price t hat will no t fri ghten r ea ders 
away . To do this economically ,they feel, t hey have t o make 
the ini t ial print run a s :iigh a s possibl e . They have therefore 
a ske d me t o afford t hem wor l d ri gh t s in this i nstance, and 
it seems t o me on ly fir t hat I shoul d allow them this in ligh t 
of the f i nanc i a l risk they are pre pared t o t ake. I will t here f ore 
no t be off eri ng thi s nove l for s l e t o any American publishing 
house . 

With best wishes, 

Your s sin cere ly 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 10022 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. 0. 
St. -Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 
WEST INDIES 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

From the office of Maureen Walters 

3 May 1982 

Thank you for your letter of April 20th and the signed 
Hungarian contracts for A WREATH FOR UDOMO. Thank you also 
for the copyright renewal form--we will take care of the 
rest. 

Concerning the South African request for paperback rights, 
we have had a further letter from the publisher clarifying 
that it is an English language reprint they want to do rather 
than an Afrikaans translation. As this is the case, the 
matter should definitely be referred to Faber & Faber, and we 
ha,ve already written the South African publisher to say so. 

Sincerely, 

Cable: Browncurt • Telex: 422745 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Box 20, Red Hills, P.O. 
St. Andrew, Jamaica BWl 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

21 November 1980 

Enclosed please find five (5) copies of the agreement with John 
Lehman for his use of WILD CONQUEST, now signed by Mr. Lehman. 
If all appears satisfactory to you, please sign all five copies, 
retain one for your files, and return the other four to me. I 
will then see that Mr. Lehman has his fully executed copy, at which 
time the $250.00 due on signing should be paid. 

Thank you for your patience, and I'll look forward to hearing from 
you. 

Philip S. Minges, III 
Film/Dramatic Rights 

enclosure 

j 

Cable: Browncurt • Telex: 422745 
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DRAMATIZATION AGREEMENT 

Agreement made and entered into as of this 10th day of November , 1980, by and 
between Peter Abrahams c /o Curtis Brown, Ltd., 575 Madison Ave ., New York, NY 
10022 (hereinafter referred to as the "Owner") and John Lehman (hereinafter 
referred to as the "Composer /Librettist"). 

FIRST: The Owner represents and warrants : 

a) That he is the sole owner and/or proprietor of the copyright and all sta ge 
performance rights in and to the book entitled WILD CONQUEST by Peter Abrahams 
(hereinafter referred to as the "Book"). 

b) That the Book does not violate or infringe upon any copyright, property rights 
or civil rights of any na ture of any person, firm, corporation or other entity, and 
that no claim has been made aga inst Owner to such effect. The Owner makes no rep­
resentation or warranty regarding the title of the Book, except that the Owner warrants 
and represents that the Composer/Librettist's right to use said title, should the 
Dramatist choose to do so, has not been affected by any act or omission of Owner 
and that to the best of the Owner's knowledge and be lief, said title may be used 
in connection with the rights granted he reunder. 

c) The Owner will indemnify and hold harmless the Composer/Librettist and o thers 
claiming through him for any claim relative to the rights transferred hereunder. 
With respect to material original with the Composer/Librettist , the Composer/Librettist 
will indemnify and hold harmless the Owner, from and against any claims, demands, 
suits, losses, damages, judgements, cos ts and expenses (including r easonable 
attorney's fees) arising out of or by reason of any breach of any of the representations 
and warranties contained herein. 

SECOND: The Owner hereby grants and assigns to the Composer /Librettist the following 
rights, all to be exercised in the Composer / Librettist 's sole discretion, except as 
hereafter set forth: 

a) To dramati ze or cause the Book to be dramatized and to cause an Opera to be 
prepared (hereinafter referred to as the "Opera") based upon and utilizing all 
or part or parts of the Book. 

b) The Owner agrees that in the preparation of the Opera, the Composer/Librettist 
may rearrange, change, transpose, interpolate into, add to and subtract from the 
Book, its language, plot, action, dialogue, character s or otherwise, al l to such 
extent as the Composer/Librettist i n his sole discretion may determine. 

c) To, in Composer/Librettist's sole dis cretion, use the title of the Book, or 
any simultations or variations thereof , as the title of the Ope ra or any adaptations 
thereof. 

d) To select and contract with any other composer/librettist and with any other 
author as may be dtermined by the Composer/Librettist in his sole discretion for 
the purpose of preparing, composing and/or writing the Play . 

e) To attempt to secure a publisher/licensor for the purposes of exploiting the life 
of the Opera by means of publication of a score of the Opera. 

THIRD: In full consideration for the rights granted here unde r t o the Composer/Librettist 
and the representations and warranties made hereunder the Compos er/Librettist agrees to 
pay or cause to be paid to the Owner th e sum of $250.00 fo r a three yea r non-exclusive 
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option. This option i s r enewable for an addit ional two-year period f or an additional 
$250.00. PLUS the Compos e r/Libre t tis t agre es t o pay or cause t o be paid to the Owner 
One-Half (1/2) of all monies including advances , roya l tie s , and any othe r income 
re ceived by the Comp os e r-Libre t tis t, from any perfor mance , explo itat i on or use o f 
the Opera. The s e cond option payment of $250 .00 wil l apply against the r oyalties 
received from such us e of the Op e r a . 

FOURTH: The Composer/Libre ttis t a gr ees to comp l e t e the Opera and submit the Opera 
to the Owner f or Owner' s approval, s uch approva l no t to be unreasonably withhe l d. 
If the Opera is disapproved by Owner, all right s he reunde r shal l revert t o t he Owne r. 

FIFTH: Nothing in this cont rac t sha ll be deemed t o obligate th e Compos er / Libre ttist 
to prepare or present or caus e the Oper a t o be produced and pres ented . However, i f 
the Composer/Librettis t s hall f ai l t o comp le t e th e Oper a within the op t i on period , 
then all rights will r evert to the Owner. 

SIXTH: All agreement s made by the Composer / Libre ttis t re l a t i ng t o the produc t ion 
of the Opera and exercise of any rights there in shal l provide that in all advertising 
and publicity issued by or under t he control o f t he Composer/Libre ttist or any 
licensor/publisher or gr an t ee of the Composer/Libre ttist , the author of the Book 
upon which the Op er a i s bas ed shall be accorded s ubstan tia lly the f ol l owi ng c r edi t 
whe r eve r the name of the Composer /Libre tt is t sha l l ap pear , direc tly beneath the name 
of the Compos e r/Libre ttis t: 

"Based upon WILD CONQUE ST by Pe t er Abrahams " 

Such credit shall appear i n size and t ype to be determine d by the various producers 
thereof but shall be no l ess than one-half (1/ 2) the si ze o f t ype acco rded the 
Composer/Librettist. 

SEVENTH: Any and all dispu t es, c l a ims , or cont rove r s ies aris ing out of, under, or in 
connec tion wi th this agreemen t or the b r ea ch the r eo f s ha ll be submitted to arbi tra tion 
to be he ld in New York City under the r ules and regula tions then obtaining of 
the American Arbitra tion Assoc i a t i on governing three member panel. It i s f urthe r 
ag reed between all parties t o this agreement th a t the decision of the ma jori t y of 
the pane l shall be binding t o al l pa rt ies to th i s a gr eement . Judgement upon the 
award r endered may be ent e r ed in the highest co urt of the forum, State or Fede r al , 
having jurisdic tion. 

EIGHTH: All notices due the Owner unde r this ag r e ement sha ll be s ent care of and 
a ll sums of money due the Owne r und e r this agr eemen t s hall be pa id t o and in the name 
o f the Owner's a gent, Curt i s Brown, Ltd . at 575 Madison Avenue , New York, New York 10022 
and the receipt of the said agent s ha ll be a good and va l i d dis cha rge of a ll s uch 
indebtedness; and the said agent is hereby empower ed by the Owne r t o ac t as agent on 
his behalf in all matt e r s arising f rom and pe r t a ining t o thi s agr eement. For services 
rendered and to be r ende r e d, the Owner does her eby i r r evo cably ass i gn and transfer 
to s a id agent and sa i d agent s hall retain a s um equa l t o t en pe r cen t (10%), as an 
agency coupled with an inte r est, ou t of al l gr os s monie s accrui ng t o th e accoun t of 
the Owne r under this ag r eement prior to deductions f rom or cha r ges aga i nst s uch 
monies for an reason wha t soeve r. 

NINTH: All rights in and t o t he Book of every k i nd whatsoever which a r e no t specifica l l y 
granted he rein t o the Composer/Libre tti s t a r e r e t a ined by t he Owne r fo r his sole 
us e and disposition. 

TENTH: This agreement constitutes the en ti re under standing be tween th e par t i es he r eto and 
may only be amended in wr i t i ng by an ins trument s i gned by bo th parties . 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties have set their hands the day and year first above 
written: 

OWNER 
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Curtis .. Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue,New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PO 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, Wl 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

April 18, 1978 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of the renewal form for WILD 
CONQUEST. 

Sincerely, 

, (¼,,J .\l . 0~ 
Amy M. Dennis 
Ass't to Emilie Jacobson 

Enc . . 

Cable: Brownrurt • Telex: 422745 
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~rrtificotr 
Rrgistrotion of o <.tloiln to 

Rrnrwal <.top~right 
This Is To Certify that the statements set fo rth on thi$ certificate have been made a 
part of the records of the Copyright Office. In witness whereof the seal of the Copy• 
right Office is hereto affixed. /c2a4 · / / • 

h ,-.•.• , .. , / · ,' ,I Al,t,,{J 

•.v FORM R 

P.GISTRA(f G 3 7 5 0 
DO NOT WRITE HERE 

½.,./W-,,LV'-.A. ' 
' . ..~ ' ,;•><-! -1-1...4 . 

~.t,. .. • • '···r:~ 

~ •• NOT VALID W l~HOUT • •t ~ ... ........ ,,._. \._ ,·71· 

Rtgi1/tr of Co/yright1 
United StaltI o A merica 

~ . COPYRIGHT OFFICE J L, IMPRESSION SEAL '- ,;' 

~ • 

P.-1,.- ~·· 1. Renewol Clalmant<s), Address(es), and Statement of Claim: v~ . •• . . :· ." 
\11 'lhJ'W 

(a) Name ···· · ·P-e-t·e-r · ·-Ab·ra·ha-m-s· ··· · · ·· · · ·· · ··· ·· ·· ··· · · · ······ ·:·· ·· ····· · · · •·· · ···· ·· · · ··· · · ···· ··· · ·· · · · · · ··· · · ·· ··· · ···· · ··· · ········ · ··· 

Address ·· ··P·. ·0·. ···-fro-x···2-0-,····Re-d···Hi:i·ls·•···St-.···And-r-ev·;··· -.J·alll ll"i ·c-a·;···we·trt···t-u·dt-e·s ··· 

Claiming as · ··· ·· ·a·ut·ho·r······ ····· · ·· · ·· · · · ········· ·· · ··· · ·· · · · · · ·· · ········ ······· · · ·· · · · ····· ··· · · ······ ·• •· · · · ···· ·· · · · · · ··· ·· ··········· · · ··· 

(b) Name . ... . ..... . . ... ....... ............ ...... . ... ... . ........ ...... ......... . .. . . .. . ..... ... ..... . ... .. . ... . . .. .. . . .. ...... . .. . . .. .... . . .... ... .. . ... . . . .... . 

Address . . .......... .... .......... . ... . .. ...... .. . .. . . ... .... . . ...... .... . ............ ..... . ..... . ....... . .. ... .. .. . ....... ... ..... . . .... .... .. .. . .. ..... ... . 

Claiming as . . ... ....... ......... ............. ....... ....... . . . ....................... ............... . .... . ............... .... .... . .. ..... ... .. .......... . .. . 

(r) Name ... . ............ .... . ................ .. . . ........ .... ... . ......... ... . .......... . .... .. . . ... . . . . ... . .. . ... ..... . .. . ........ ........ . ............. . . .... . 

Address . ........ .. . . . ....... .... ...... . ... . .. . ... . ........ . . . . . .... . . .. ..................... . .. .. ... ..... .... . .... . . ......... . . ..... ... ...... . .. ... .. . . . . .. . 

Cla·iming as ·· ··· · ·· · .· · ·· ····· ··· ·· ·· · ······· ···· ········· ··· ·· ···· ······ · · ·· ······ ·· •·· ·· ·· · ···· ·· · · · ····· · · · ·· ·· · ···· · ···· · ·· ·········· · · ·· ··· ··· ·· ·· · ···· 
2. (a) Title: 

·· ·· ·· ·· ·············· ·.········ ··· ···· ····· ··· ···· · ·· ··· W·ILD···eoN·q-u·E-S'l' ············· · ·.-·• ··· ·· ·········· ············ ·· ····•·········· ········· ······ ············· ········· 

(b) Renewable Matter: 

(c) Contribution to Periodical or Other Composite Work: 

(T itle of pc:r;oGkal or composite n·crk) 

If a periodical, give: Vol. .........•..•................. ; No ..... . ... ... .... .. ..... . ..... . . ; Issue Date ··· ··· · ·· · ··· ·· · ······· · ··· ·················.· ·· · 

3. Authors of Renewable Matter: 

Peter Abrahams . 
·•· --- --- ----····· ········· ··· ····- ·--- ·- -- ···· ····· ·· ··· ·· ····· -·· ·· ·· ·· ······················ ·· ····· ·· ····---- ··-··· ··· ········ -·----- -·· -·-- ··----···--- ---·· ·· -··· ······· ···-·········-- -· ---

4. Facts of Original Registration: 

Original registration number: Class ....... A ................. ; No . . .. JJZ.~.~·············· 

If registered as publi shed, give date of publication ... .... .. . . . . ... . ... ....... A.l~.~J.~"9 .. ...... .. . .. ............... . .... . ... . . .. .. . . ... .. . . ... . 
(Month) (Day) (Year) 

If regi$tered as unpublished, give date of registration .... . .. . ... . . . . .... . . . .... . . .. . .. .. . .. . ... .. . .... . ... .. ... . . ..... . ..... . .. . ..... ... .. . . .. .. .. . .. .. . 
(Month) (Day) ( Year) EXAMINER 

Original copyright claimant • .Eat.ar ... H.en.r.y .. . Ab .r.a.ha.ms .... .. ·········· ··· ·············· ···· ····· ·················· -If , li-
Comp/ete al/ app/ic:;;b/e spaces on next page t· _,._, 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



• 

r/J 
Curtis Brown, Ltd 575 Madison Avenue,New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PO 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, Wl 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

From the office of Emilie Jacobson, Senior Vice President 

March 21, 1978 

Thank you for your letter of the 9th. I've investigated the copyright 
situation with respect to WILD CONQUEST and am pleased to tell you 
that Doubleday had already taken care of the renewal in connection 
with their Anchor edition. As soon as I receive from them a photo­
copy of the renewal papers I will ship it along to you. 

I am asking our accounting department to take care of the Dramatists 
Guild dues. 

With all good wishes, 

Sincerely, 

EJ/amd 

Cable: Brownrurt • Telex: 422745 
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Miss Emilie Jacob-son, 
Cur tis rown Ltd., 
575 M dison Avenue, 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Miss Jacobson, 

MArch 9, 1978 

There are two comparatively minor but important matters 
on which I would be most grateful for your help. 

First, there i s the ma tter of the renewal of copyright 
on my novel WILD CONQUEST as indica ted in the attached letter 
from Harper and Row. I am not quite sure of jus t how to go 
about it from this distance an d I would be grateful if your 
office would file the necessary application on my behalf. 

Second, thi s island now is so desperate for foreign 
exchange and is trying so hard to prevent any U.S. dollars 
fr om being spirited out of t he country that even those of us 
who e ern foreign exchange have an almost impossible time 
t rying to get permission to get such small sums as would pay 
f or my Dramtist Guild subscription, hence the a ttached Guild 
dues slip. I had me nt to write you asking that you hold back 
f r om whatever receipts you got for me enough to cover this 
subscription on an ongoing basis; your l a test remit t ances reminded 
me an d so I em no w asking you to pay the Dramatists Guild 
thi sum on my behalf. In the event there i s any difficulty 
over t!'lis I will write Innes Rose of .John Farquharson Ltd. of 
London to arr ange to repay you ou t of my :iri ti sh and Eur(pean 
royaltt•e which are in better shape than my U.S. earnings. 

'Thank you in dvance. 

Yours sincerely 

L . ..J.,--7 

Peter Abrahams 
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dJ (, ~rtis Brown, Ltd. 

5' .5 i.1adi!ou Ave., New York, N. Y. hJ0.:'2 

Dear M 

Than,~s f0r y o..ir note of 27 September regarding the 
situation with D;i.vid Philip publis.1er. I just want 
to check t .hat ye ~ were t ell ing me me rely as in for­
mat ion , ;ind tho • _ · 1 would be contacting them your­
se:i. . -~ don't mean t !.i s in an officious way, but 
Just t l. make sur ~ our signals are straight. Please 
do l0t me know if I am misunderstanding , and thanks 
again. 

Best wishes, 

Eric Flaum 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 (212) 755-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
P.O. Box 20 
Red Mills 
St. Andrews 
Jamaica, B.W.I. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

12 September 1984 

We have received the attached letter from David Philip 
Publisher in South Africa. I had originally heard from 
them in March, asking about the American publisher for 
PATH OF THUNDER, at which time I told them that that was 
a work which we did not represent, and for which I could 
find no American publisher. I have spoken to Emilie 
Jacobson, who thinks that this might have been the "new 
novel" you had discussed with her, but for which you 
eventually sold world rights to Faber. 

If such is the case, then I pass all of this information 
along to you to deal with David Philip as you wish. Of 
course if I am mistaken and this is a title for which we 
did represent you , please let me know, and let me know 
how you wish bo proceed. Of course, if you have any 
questions, please let me know, and I'll certainly help in 
any way possible. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Flaum 

encl. 

Cable: Browncurt • Telex: 422745 
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PO Box 408, Claremont 7735, South Africa: phone Cape Town (021) l 

JOHANNESBURG OFFICE: PO BOX 32093, BRAAMFONTEIN, 2017: PHONE JOHANNESBURG (011) 646 2801 

Curtis Brown Ltd 
( Mr Eric Flaum) 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York NY 10022 
USA 

Dear Mr Flaum 

David Philip 

6 September 198 4 

Publisher 
(Pty) Ltd 

Many thanks for your reply on 29 March to my queries about an American 
publisher for Path of Thunder by Peter Abrahams. 

We have now published our edition of this book in our Africasouth 
Paperbacks series under licence from Faber, with world rights excluding 
USA and Canada. We are arranging for a distributor in the USA for our 
own editions in this series, and expectto finalise arrangements at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair. 

As there is no publisher with rights for this title in the USA, can we 
not arrange to market our edition? The sales may not be enormous but I 
imagine that it could only be to the author's advantage, and as he has 
already consented to our publishing under Faber, I cannot see that he 
would object to this. Our normal royalty terms for copies of our edition 
sold outside southern Africa start at 5 per cent of the South African 
published price . 

I should be grateful to hear what you advise . If you would like me to 
send you a copy of the book I shall happily do so. 

Our stand number at Frankfurt will be 4-2 0948, and if you will be there, 
we should be glad to show you the Africasouth series. 

Yours sincerely 

·-:-r(h;.~ rkt> 
Marie Philip 

DAVID PHILIP, PUBLISHER (PTY) LTD 217 WERDMULLER CENTRE NEWRY STREET CLAREMONT CAPE 7700 
DIRECTORS DH PHILIP M PHILIP TELEGRAMS PHILIPUB CAPETOWN TELEX 57 27566 PHILIPUB 
JOHANNESBURG OFFICE 14 ROSCOMMON ROAD PARKVIEW 2193 MANAGER MARILYN KIRKWOOD 
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Mr. ric Flaum 
ur t is Brown Ltd, 

57 5 .Ma di son Avenue 
ew Yor k 10022 

'ee r r. Flaum 

P.O. Box 20 
Red Hills, 
St. Andrew 

September 27 1984 

ThA•k you f or your l e tter of September 12 with 
enclosure from the South African publisher DAvid 
Philip. 

THE PA TH OF THUN DER is a very e Rrly novel which 
wa s published nearly forty years ago; by FAber 
in Britnin and H. rper 1rothers in the U.S. The 
U.S. ri ghts hove long since reverted to me. You 
ar e right, Cur t i s Bro wn did not r epre sent me at 
t he time. 

s the Faber licence stipula ted, I do not want 
to gr :=-nt permitision f or t he Philip edition to 
be sold in the U. s. and CF1 nalf!a, or anywhere in 
Eur ope. I wish t o re~erve t he se m8rkets for 
po osible ne w editions of most of my early works, 
perhe ps 8 uniforrr edition, in t h e not too distant 
future. 

Yours sincerely 

~..)e ter Abrahan s 
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Faber and Faber Publishers 

3 Queen Square 
London WCIN 3AU 

Telephone 01 278 6881 
Telex 299633, Faber G 

Telegrams 
Fabbef London WCI 

Matthew Evans 
TE Faber 

ATGPocock 
George Taylor 

Rosemary Goad 
Giles de la Mare 
Robert McCmm 

Anthony "Wagstaff 

Secretary 
JDFNichols 

Registered effice as above 
Registered in England 

number944703 

January 12 1984 

Mr Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr Abrahams 

Further to my letter of July 2~ this is just to confirm that, 
after further discussion, we have decided to grant only 
Southern African paperback rights to David Philip for Path of 
Thunder. 

This means that, by retaining for ourselves the paperback 
rights for the rest of the world (less North America of course), 
we can decide, nearer publication, whether or not to import 
copies of David Philip' s edition in sufficient quantities to 
supply other markets ourselves from here. 

In all other respects the contract is settled but of course I 
shall have to wait to see whether u r retention of markets 
outside Southern Africa will make any difference to the terms 
offered. I don't think it will. 

Incidentally, I have given instructions that your royalties 
should be retained here and from time to time you will doubtless 
instruct us to remit them to you in Jamaica or elsewhere or 
you may want to use them on periodic visits to Europe. Is 
that right? Please let me know if it i s not -

With all good wishes for the New Year 

Yours sincerely 

. Pocock 
hairman 
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Mr. Henry tunow, 
Cur ti s rown Ltd., 
575 U8dison venue, 
New York, N.M. 10022 

Dear Mr. unow, 

August 25, 1884 

Th e i ~ to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 30th with 
enclosures. To put you a li ttle more fully in the picture than you now 
seem to be, I ceased using the Farquharson agency as my literary agents 
b a ck in M8y of 1980 and wrote r- iss Holt to this effect in a letter 
d ted May 8, 1980. I told her in tha t ietter thnt my Briti sh publi shers, 
Feber & F. ber would hendle &11 agency business on my behalf. I sent a 
copy of that letter to F" ber : P .ber. So Mi ss Holt r e lly Jr..new where 
to g o about the Rumenia.n bus iness. If she c nr es to Mi sa ol t c an tell 
you why I took awBy mys business. 

It follo ws from this t he.t I would not be ha ppy to have .Miss Halt 
try to renegoti ete a n ew contract with nivers Publishing House. The 
J u ly 1979 contract which Farquharson negoti a ted has l apsed and is 
no w null and void and if any new contra ct i s to be nebotiated it mus t 
be done by FRber end Bafer on my behalf. 

And just to keep the record straight, I, as author, have not 
agreed " to accept any le ser amount of royalty than he would ordinBrily 
receive. " And I ha.v ., not agreed to accept approximately One Hundred 
Dol ers . Whoeve r suggested any of these waw no t speaking or writing on 
my ·behalf. 

In answer to the 1st paragraph of your letter I am most definitely 
not will to wei ve t he royalty pa yment, or accept payrri en t from • ir Chambers 
in lieu of Univers or to accept payment in non-transferable Rom an ian 
cur rency. 

I am sending;£. e copy of this letter aloug with your letter and all 
its enclosures to Fr> ber and F'a ber in London. They ere the only people 
authori ~ed to deal on my behalf in t h is mat ter. 

Yours sineeeely 

Peter Abraham s 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 (212) 755-4200 

Mr, Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba, Red Hill PO 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica BWI 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

From the office of Emilie Jacobson, Senior Vice President 

June 12, 1984 

We have received a letter f~om a small press, AMS Press, Inc., 
inquiring about the availability of your novel A WREATH FOR 
UDOMO for possible reprint. I would doubt that there is a 
great deal of money involved. Please let me know whether 
you would like us to deal with this for you or whether you 
would rather that I put AMS Press in direct touch with you. 

Sincerely, 

EJ/jwg 

Cable: Browncurt • Telex: 422745 
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r, i :::i S Emilie J a c o b ~on 
'- r ii.; .i,.r·u'lm • t d . 
575 ~adi s on Avenue 
;;ew fork 

Dear Mi s s J a cobson, 

Coy ... b n 
P. O. Box 20 , 
ne : H:_11 s 
Gt . Andrew 
1 rr.rn.i c 8 . 

J un e 21, 198.~. 

rm k yo1 for your 1 t • or c on er:n i n r 

I c . and~ 1rcath f or Como . 

l w uld o • cou r s e vioh yo u t hnndl e 
t hi s 1 o tter on my beh 0 l f 0 3 sual, i f y u ~r e 
Bg C ;Obl o . 

Yours sincere l y 

i 

/ 

r 
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t r . e r i c • lr:> ' n, 
Cu r t i s Brown L td 
.N e •,· Yor k 

Lear r:;r . .Fl ~ um 

oy Aba 
Ro x 20 , Re d Hills P. O. 
St. An drew 
J !"TI R i C 2 

0 t ob er 18 , 1984 

Lour c FJ r d, un d te d bu t postmar ked Octob er 

12 , h a s j u s t r e ached. 

I mvc 111' 0. n o dc o i i ng:::; wi t h t e .Dnv i d 

Phi l i p pu bli sher s o I h 0 ~e n o r e r son to 0nd do 

no t inten d to c ontp c t t h em. They h a ve dealt with 
i\ r . A . 'l. G. Poc oc k of 'r uer- & Ji'b be r P.nQ n o · vv ith n e. 

I hope t hi s clRrfie s t he s itu a t ion . 

ete r J.b r £ic1smiJ 
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Mr . D~v i u ,..anter , 
Curti L ·on 1t . 
575 Mndiso J. y nue , 
New Ior k 100 2, J . ¥. 

Dear r. un ter, 

" Coyeba 11 

Box 20 
ed Hills P. O. 

St . An drew . 
J ama i c a 

J uly 5, l 83 

Pl e s e forgi ve 1y oversigh t i n n ot r epl y i ng 

t o your lett er of 10 y 5th. I wa s , and still 

am , dee pl y engro s sed i n the di ffi cu l t f i n a l 

phase s of a new manuscri p t . 

\ 

Pl ease g o ahead ~ith the Herb NA r t in de a l 

a l ong the l i ne s in dic a t ed in your l e t t er . 

Your s s i n cerel y · 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 755-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrews 
JAMAICA 

Re: MINE BOY 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

From the office of Timothy Knowlton, Vice President 

June 23, 1983 

Please let us know your reaction to the terms offered by Herb Martin. 
I relayed them to you in a letter dated May 5th. 

Again, please don't hesitate to let us know if you have any questions 
or comments. 

David Kanter 
Film Rights 

DL/sh 

Cable: Browncurt • Telex: 422745 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrews 
JAMAICA 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

From the office of Timothy Knowlton, Vice President 

May 5, 1983 

Please forgive the delay in writing to you. We've finally heard 
from Herb Martin's lawyer with a formal offer for the musical stage 
rights in MINE BOY, and I was holding off writing to you until we'd 
heard something from them. 

They're offering $500 as an davance to hold the rights for six months, 
and an additional $1,000 for an additional year. They've also offered 
a royalty of 1\% of the gross weekly box office receipts. While 
the royalty seems fair, the advance payments seem to be too low. 
There is a chance that they'll improve their advance offer. Please 
let us know what you think. 

In your letter to us, you requested that the Dramatists Guild take 
a look at the agreement that would be signed for this project. In 
this case, they don't have any jurisdiction over the agreement that 
you make with the purchaser of the stage rights in your book. Their 
authority extends to the agreements that playwrights make with producers. 
In any case, please don't hesitate to let us know what your questions 
or comments are. 

We'll look forward to hearing from you. 

y yours, 

(W,L~t 
David Kanter 
Film Rights 

DK/hs 

Cable: Browncurt • Telex: 422745 
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Miss Emilie Jacobson, 
Curtis Brown Ltd., 
575 MAdison Avenue, 
NEW York 10022. 

Dear Miss Jacobson, 

Coyaba 
P.O.Box 20 
Red Hills 
St. Andrew. Jamaica. 

January 15, 1980. 

I think you would want to know that your 
letter to me, with enclosure, dated November 
15, 1979, has only just reached me. It 
seems to have come by surface mai l and the 
longest possible way around. Still it has 
finally reac hed an d I thank you for it. 

All' s well that ends well. 

Best wishes for 1980 

• 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y.10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
P.O. Box 20 
Red Hills 
St. Andrew 
JAMAICA 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

From the desk of Emilie Jacobson, Senior Vice President 

November 15, 1979 

Your letter of the 8th sent me to the files in a state of puzzlement, 
as I'm sure you can imagine. I find that what started the confusion 
was a letter from Innes Rose to Perry Knowlton, a copy of which I 
enclose. (That letter itself is mis-addressed. Perry is owner 
and president of Curtis Brown, Ltd. of New York and has nothing 
to do with James Brown Associates which is now the American office 
of Curtis Brown, Ltd. of London.) When the letter reached him 
Perry turned it over to his assistant, Jean Porter, who is a 
relatively new member of the staff and, being unacquainted with past 
history, understandably assumed that we handled your American 
rights in behalf of Innes Rose of Farquharson. Accordingly, 
during the process of retrieving the rights for MINE BOY for 
which no sales had been reported by Knopf since 1970, she continued 
to correspond with Mr. Rose. 

It was all a misunderstanding, but I' .m sure you will realize how 
it happened, given the circumstances. I think I've got things 
back on the track now, and we thank you for the signed reversion 
letters which I've turned over to Ms. Porter to process. Be 
assured that we'll connnunicate direct with you about any such 
matters that may arise in the future. 

EJ/nk 
encl. 

With all good wishes, 

Cable: Browncurt • Telex: 422745 
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ove ".ber 2':5 , 
1970 

-er ewith the copies oft e Doub~eday 
contrPc t PS well s a couple of photos 
for whi c no cr edits ere nece s ry . 
. 11 t e bio r phic l det ils t hey want 
Rre l r e dy public . ro pe ty ·,d Crn be 
foun d on t he dust ·acke ts of both THI S 
I 'LAI 1 0 and A ~IG I G P I 1. O': < nd 
q so on the fi1·st Pc e of' the Penguin 
ed i tion of \ IL 0 ., ES ' from wni ch I 
uspect t ey "ill be ·orking . 

:Be st regr r ' 

!v i~ M rt a \,instibn, 
Cur~iB Brown Ltd., 
60 P. s t 56 Street 
t, E Y RK 10022. 
l . Y. U. S . A. 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St. Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Peter: 

From the office of Martha Winston, Senior Vice President 

November 18, 1970 

Enclosed are four copies of the Doubleday contract for the 
Anchor edition of WILD COOQUEST. Please initial and sign 
all copies and return them to me. 

Would you also fill in the Publicity Questionnaire and return 
it together with a photograph (put the photographer's credit 
on the back). 

lNl/mm 
Encl. (4) 

... 

All best, 

Affiliate: Collins-Knowlton-Wing, Inc. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Nlr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St. Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Peter: 

From the office of Martha Winston, Senior Vice President 

September 17, 1970 

The enclosed is unexpected and nice - - shall I accept? 

I trust the contract with Harper for WILD CONQUEST was 
cancelled at some time because if it wasn ' t you would have 
to split the monies with them. If you don ' t know the 
answer could I get it from the Paul Reynolds office? 

MIi/mm 
Enclosure 

All good wishes, 

~~ 

Affiliate: Collins-Knowlton-Wing, Inc. 
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D OUBLEDAY & COMPANY. INC. Publishers 

277 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.10017 TEL: 212 TA 6-2000 

• Anchor Books 

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
60 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Sir, 

September 8, 1970 

Innes Rose of John Farquharson Ltd, London, has informed us · 
that you are Peter Abrahams I agents in New York. We are therefore 
writing to express our interest in and to make you an offer for the 
U.S. reprint rights of his WILD CONQUEST, which we would like 
to add to our Anchor paperback line. The terms of our offer are as 
follows: an advance of $1000, payable on signing of the contract, 
against a royalty of 7-1/2% on the full retail price of all copies of 
the Anchor paperback edition. 

Do let us know as soon as possible if these terms are acceptable 
to you. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 
Chivuzo Ude 
Editor 

CU/bek 
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Miss Martha Winston, 
Cur ti s Brown Ltd. , 
60 Eaot 56 St re t, 
NEW YORK 10022 7 N. Y. 

Dear .r tha , 

"Coyaba" 
Box 20 Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew , 
J · aica . 

Sep t ember 24 , 1970 

Thank you for note of the 17th an d t he enclosure 
from Anchor ooks . I suspect it i s because Penguin Books 
i n Bri t ain hRve recen tly brought out an edition of 
Wild onquest, n · I would have thought th t the U. S. 
branch of Penguin Books , i f it still exi s ts , might 
have wa11ted to fol ov. suit . But ince it i s rnchor 
Books I certai nl y have no objection to a sal e . -

I ' m afraid I don 't know what the score is abou t 
the contriict d t arp r . I id no thin ~ out it an d 
I don ' t suppose anybody el...,e di d so pl ea.se check with 
the Paul Reynol ds office . 

Finely , a smell f avour please . returned f rom 
some travelling to find a t ree months ol d l e tt r 
from a Miss lene Si lv r of A rice a PubliGhin 
CorporA tion, 101 Fifth Avenue, Phone 691-5253, t elling 
me about a Bi l iogrgphic· Gui d ·to Cr ative Nri ting Q;L 
Bl ~ck Af r ican Author s and asking f or a picture and 
any ' help you woul d ~ive us '. I run no t rally very 
keen on this -kind of special African stuff end I don ' t 
have a picture t o send t he l Pdy . I don ' t know any t hin,.,. 
abou t t 9ese people and I don ' t know heth~r it is 
worth it, if you know an you think i t i s , you might 
get a pi cture f rom Knopf f or them . 

I em now f ini shing the buildi ng of t wo cottages 
.nd as oon aJ I am a bl oated capi t alis vic landlord 

I will quit ev rything else and go b ck t o wr i ting 
once more! My first tenant hopes t o move in by t he 
end of t his month . 

Yours 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 

Mr . Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills . O. 
St . n rew , Jamaica 

Dear i,lr. Abrahams: 

March 2, 1970 

\1e received the enclosed request from Scott, 
Foresnan & Company to reprint "Episode in Mal ay 
Camp" from Mi ne I3oy. 

Is it agreeable to you to grant this permission 
with the delet ion they specify He rnuld of 
course charge a suitable f ee . 

I . 

Enclosure 
J 

~~•;yhL 
Marjory l\1artin 
ermissions Department 
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SCOTT, FORESMAN 
and Company 

Editorial Department 

Permissions Department 
Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
60 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Gentlemen: 

February 23, 1970 

As part of our high school literature program, we are preparing an 
anthology entitled MAN IN LITERATURE. It is designed for grades 10-12, 
hardbound, 640 pages, text edition. We anticipate publication in 1970, 
with a selling price of $5.80, and a first printing of 15,000. 

We request permission, covering rights outside the United States 
and Canada in the English language to reprint; along with right to 
quote in guidebook, workbook, and/or test booklet the following: 

"Episode in Malay Camp" by Peter Abrahams, reprinted 
from MINE BOY. (We would like to delete the sentence, 
"Why, some of their women even did business sleeping 
with black me~• on page 164, 11. 41-42) 

We, of course, are prepared to pay a suitable fee for the use of 
this material. Proper acknowledgment will be given as a footnote on the 
page on which the selection begins. 

We, also, ask that your permission include the right for us to license 
non-profit organizations to make braille, large type, and/or soundscriber 
editions of our text for use by the handicapped. 

We trust that you will consider our request and look forward to your 
reply. 

GCS:ss 

Very truly yours, cfo ~;•w 

(Mrs.) Geraldine C. 
Permissions Departm 

P.S. We have received permission from Alfred I 

1900 East Lake Avenue G lenvieW, Ill inois 60025 3 I 2 729-3000 • In Chicago -
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., i ..:,.,; 1 Pr j or i e ~.or tin , 
Pcrrr i.., si on;;; De prir t i.,en t , 
Cur t i s .Jro1,n Lta o , 
60 ~r ~t 56 St ree t 

cv Yor_ 10022 

r tin , 

nr ch 21 9 19 0 

ihPn ~~~yo r lotter cf rich 2nd enclu~in • tie 
Scott 9 Forc.J :--n rcquc::,t Pbout f)Il oxccrp f...or 

,.INE BOY. 

I hf , n~t :.mre l'v'uetner I rl0ne ccnt1~01 the 
pe.r• L..,..., · on_, rights outJide the Uo3 o fr t ne 
, gli...,n .L'"ngu l c riL,ht::; ...;.) I .,1Pu tc., "'ePr c'1 for 

n y F ber & F bcr con ti "'ct . £hi;.; ;:;, y thPt I 
~in t e~ o Fnber "the ...,cle rnd o~clu...,ive licence 

to rint publi~h ,.,nL sc 1 the ~·id Neve l in volune 
f orm in tnc n~li sh thr0ur;hou t the B.ci ti bh 
Cor,,rrom·,0ru.th . •. . " etc . fhcr(; i .., nothinc..., nbout 
any other ri~h t s ...,o it se~ b nll ri~ t for you 
to ·o nod ~n u grrnt tne ,)err:,i...,sion the.rrc Le't . 

Your,;;, ...,incerely UWI L
ibr
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es



Mids Ll~rjory MPr ~in , 
Permi~~ionu Lept . , 
Cur Gis -~rown Ltd . ~ 
60 ~ast 56 S re t , 
NEW YOR ... C . 0022 . No ·:r • 

Coy,""ba , 
Re .~i . s 11 • C. 
St . Andrcwo 

.rhe k yo fo • Jo-.1 ·t;ter a: a nc Cd'lU' w: ich s e e:.1 to 
have been he d up iJ the pos t . 

I thi nk i t is a _lri g t t ,J go ahend and permit repr j_nting of 
' ,.:::i 31:ict.. ' wi ' h t. e de:!.etions i.L yo Pre ~a tis ied •wi h 
the f ee . 

Your3 sincerely UWI L
ibr

ari
es
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr . Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hil s P. O. 
St . Andrew , Jamaica 

Dear 1 • Abrahams: 

August 21, 1969 

We have received a request from Scott , Foresman and Company for rorld 
rights in the English language to r eprint ~The- Bl acks" vhich ppeared 
in Holiday Magazine in 1959. They want to use it in a textbook for 
grades 10 - 12 entitled AFRICAN LITERATURE. 

Howeve , they added the follo ing note: 

P. 50, lines 10- 11: we would like to delete the 
words "into which young bo sand old men piddled 
\ hen they needed to relieve themselves , " and re­
place it with three liters , P. 51 , lines 30- 38: 
we would like to delete the section beginning , 
"He had been astounded" and ending" • .• disturbed 
the puritan in him. " 

Are you agreeable to these deletions and granting the permission We 
would of course charge them a suitable fee . 

Sincerely, 

Marjory Martin 
Permiss i ons Department 
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/ ). _. The Blacks 
PET.ER. AllRAIIA~tS' 

So_ulh Africa 

It w:is a h?t, ·h11:nid, oppressive An;;mt cl;;. ;ri 

. . .. . . Accra,_ .capital d the Colcl. Coast tk1t \i~i'·; r,, 
become Ch;ma. TI1e air had the st:llncss of death. I wa lh ., 
down tow:i_rd the sea_ front. ~crhaps there would be the hi;,; 
or a-brcc-ze there. As I near_ed the sea front I waniss,iikd b·.- ~ 
potent stlnch of the sea with strong overtones of rottin" r.: 1 

The houses were . drab, run-down wooden structu~s-·;,'; 
made of corr·Jgatcd 1ron, put together any way you pl• ··i, . 
The stre<;t, were wide and tarred, and e:ich street h.1d· :1~; 
o,pen drnmage system into which young boys and old m c;i 
piddled when tl1ey needed to ~elieve themselves. I ha\·e s<.: ·: :i 
wo~~n empty chamber pots mto these drains in the c:1r!·: 
mornm;:. J'hc fierce sun t~kcs care of the genrn, but C,,d 
help you_ 1f smells make you sick'. . 

...... . .. 

'1111::: llLACJ<.S 51 

and nc shade from the terrible sun. In the end I gave in to 
I cf ,,the idea of "ta:d, m:ma, taxi" an<l luckcd about for one_ nut 

fi lnow there ,,·Js no taxi iu sight. Ii,stcacl, I saw sudcleniy a long 
procession of many women and a few men. The procession 
swung round a comer and came into full view, twenty or 
thirty yarcls long. The women wore white flowii1g robes and 
white kcrchids on their heacls. TI1cir faces were painted into 
grotesqne masks made with thick streaks of b!ack, rcd, _. whitc 
and ycl!ow pint~- The hca,'Y t'1ud of bare feet rose above 
the ht·m of the sea. . • . _ 

Then, : all at 011cc, the . drums burst forth and there was ho 
ot~r,:,_ sound about me. TI1c marching women began to jig, 
thcrr daacc. As the-tail of- the procession passed me the drums 
reached a frenzy. A thin, pure note from a recd. rose above 

. the drums. The whole procession became a shivering, shaking 
• mass. TI1e rcld note held longer th;1n seemed human. And 
then, dramatically, there was silence. The thuddi'ng feet faded 

. away out of sight" and sound. There was silence :rnd a slight 
racing of my heartbeat ancl the hum of the sea, and, of course, 
the overpowering fishy stench. • 

. I thought of Richard \Vright, with whom I had had break­
fast that morning. '!11is was his first visit to any pert of A!ric-2. 
.and he seemed to find it bewildering. -Countee Cullen, th.: 
late American Negro poet, had speculated: 

In about eight minutes of walkinu some fifteen "taxi ·'' 
pulled up heside me: "Hi, rriassa! T;~i. massal Mc uo • ~11\ 
where ~·ou go chc:.ipl"_ They are all"private taxis with no"mc:t<:~, 
and dmcn by strappmg young men with flashinu teeth. 171l: - One three centuries removed 
place _is full of taxi drivers willing to go anywhere and <lu From the scenes his fathers loved, 
anything cheap. • Spicy grove, cinnamon tree, 
. The street tr2ders here are women. "Mammy traders " the·: . . . _ What is Africa to me? . · 
arc ca!lcd. They tracle in· eveiyti1inu. They sell fr,arct•~s 011 :.--• - • • ' • • • • •• • • • •• • - • • •• • · • 

at a ti~e; roun4 loaves of bread ;nd hunks of ; 00k;d 'm,~it , ____ ~right was finding the answers and finding them disconcert-
on w~1~h the big \.\:7est Afrie;;n flies make sport. Tiiey 1, >n: . _· mg. He had been as_tounded by the casual attitud~ to sex. 

_ ~argam1~i an? hagglmg. -They are a powerful eco·nom ie fac(<1 r '..., -.There· was, he h_ad said, too much sex, t()()-€~ t{o;ly given anc! 
1~ ~he lite o. the country. The more prosperous ones 0 .,,_.1, taken_; so t~at 1t worked out_ as no. sex, w1t~1 none of the 
llie1r own trucks, some own fleets of trucks. These "mammi· emotional involvement associated with sex m the weste;-n 
trucks" are the principal carriers of the country. Tiicy c;,r~.- mi1;,d.-' ~e shook his head with a ·slight disgust. TI1e open 
passenge:s as well as produce and cro hurt1inu across tli~ drams mto which young boys and old mP.n piddled · had led 
cou~trys?de w!t~ Jit_tle regard for lif; or limb."'Each trud; him to conc1u~e that Africans piddled r2;ther more :!;an ct~er 
has its 01n1 d1stmct1ve slogan, such as: Repeut for Dcat i, i~ =:::...:... people. The sight of young men dancmg together, holdmg 
R<;>und the. Comer,. or ~nter \Vithout Hope, or The: b ,1 hand~; disturbed the puritan in him. _He ~pressed to me that 
!'Jdc _or If 1; Must 1t \V1ll. My own favorite-and I tra,cLd rnornmg what he later summed up m his oook on the Cold 
m tlus particular truck-pleaded Not Today O Lord ~-(.lt Coast: "I was black and they were black but it did not help 
Today. . me." ' 

l/ 
':] 
· I 

' 

I 
'. ' ! 

I passed many mammy traders, many mammy trucks, bcf,,ri: What Wrig)1t_ did not_ !!nde~stand, wha~ his whole back-
I reachc4 the sea front. I crossed a street, jumped O\'Cr .m ground and _trammg ha~ made d1f?cult for ~im-to ·underst:ind,----
open dram, and there was the sea. But there was no bm:·z,·, was that bemg black did not of itself qualify one for accept-
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52 ARTICLES TIIE BLACKS 53 
:ince in lriLal · Africa. But how could he when tlic:rc liquid that could be either coconut milk or palm juice a:; weii 
thou;sancls of urlx111-hrcd Africans up au<l dow11 the / 1

; :is the . incvitaLlc little pile of cigarettes priced at a p<.:11ny 
contrnc:!1t who do 11ot thc:m~clves u11derst.111d this? Tiie 111 ;,\·,: . ~piece. I had been warned of the risks involved· in calin,; ;rny-
pcrccpt1vc of the urban Africans arc only now bcgiuuiw, 1,; thing sold by the street traders. But to hc:11 with it, l was 
comprchcml, but slowly. . • 0 thirsty and not exactly a stranger to African germs. I crossed 

· ~dng black is a sm~ll matter in tribal Africa bccau~c tli~ the street, felt the bottles and chose the one that seemed 
attitude: toward color 1s -hcaltl1y and normal. Color docs r , t coolest and looked the least opaque. 
malt~r. Color is a~ act of God that ncithc~ con_fcrs privik:\ -, "I-low much?" 
nor nnposcs ~an_d1c:ips on a man. A man s skm is like ti,,. "One shilling." The carved ebony face looked at me with 
~ay: t~c day 1s either ~lca1 or cb_rk. Thc:c is nothing more 1,; dead eyes. 
1t un\11 cxtcn(al agencies come m and mvcst it with spc:ciJi I pulled the screwed-up newspaper stopper from the bottle, \ . 
mcamng and importance. wip-~d its mouth and took a swig. I could not :1cciclc wht:thcr 1 1 
. \Vhat docs matter to the _tribal /~frica~, ,~hat _is import:irit. it was coconut milk or palm juice. It had been heavily watered 
1S the complex pattern of lllS position witl11n his own grrir1<i · down and sweetened. llut 1t was wet and thirst-quenching. I 
~ncl his rclati?ns with .tl!e other -members of the group. ll~ . drank half the bottle, firmly ignoring the little foreign bodies 
1s no :~~n-Afn~an ~rca1:1mg of a greater African glory wl,ui that floated in the liquid. Then I paid her and dr:rnk the rest. 
the whi.c man 1s -d_nvcn mto the sea. T11e acute race conscious- I put down the empty and began to move away. 
ncss of the_ ~mencan Negro, or_ of_ the black South Mric,n "You African?" she asked in her harsh, c~ld, masculine 
at the rec1;1vm& en? o_f apartheid, !s alien to him. The i;u- voice. 
port.mt thmgs m his life arc anythmg but race and color- • !°stopped, turned and looked at her face. It was as deadly 
until they arc forced on him. And "Mother Africa". is much cold and impersonal as before: not a flicker of feeling in her 
too vast to inspire big continental dreams in him. She is a eyes. Like an African mask, I thought. But unlike 'Nright, I ' t•j 
land _of huge ~nounta_i ns, dark jungles . and vast deserts. In , . did not try to penetrate it; I knew the futility of trying. She 
her nvers and m her Jungles and in her grasslands lurk crca- would show feeling if ;rnd when she decided, no~ before. 
tures that are the enemies of man: the leopard and the Jio:i "Yes," I said, and added, "from the south. Far, far south." 
the_ snake .and crocodile. All . this makes . travel, by the ol<l She paused for so long that I began to move again. 
Afncan . methods, extremely d,.!licult and makes for isolatir,n "You like here?'' Nationalism had obviously touched her. 
~e~wecn_ o~c ~ro~p of people and another. The African who . I turned back to her. "No," I said. 
~ m Bnt~m 1s likely to be a deal better informed on wh at "Why you don't like?" 
1S happcnmg all over the continent than would be his fellow . "I don't say I don't like." 
Afr(can in any of the main centers of both tribal and non tribal "But you don't like?" 
~fnca. In terms· of communications the man in the tribe lives___ I showed her my teeth, African-wise, which is neither smile 
m the Dark ·Ages. . • ,.. nor grimace but a blending ot the two. "You like Africa?" I 

l_lichard \V:right ~•as surprised that even educated Afric:ms, ·,-:-- - asked. 
racially co~sc10us literate people, had not heard of him and . Now it was her tum to show me her te~th. There was a 
were skeptical of a grown ma;::i earning his living by writing. flicker of feeling in her eyes, then they went dead again. She 
They could not understand what kind of writing brouoht a nodded. I had established my claim. Only outsiders-white 
man enough money to s_upport a family. \Vright really w;ntcd people or the Richard Wrights-liked or disliked Africa. 
to understand the African, but-"I found the African an I left the mammy trader and carried on up the smelly and 
oblique, a hard-to-know man." bot street. Much and little had passed between us. Out to sea 

My sympathies were all with Wright. -~ . some fishing boats appeared on the sky line. About me were 
. . --·-- · the citizens of Accra. Some wore the, cloth of the country-

• The ~cat and salty rancid fish smell had made me despcr- the men looking like pint-sized citizens of ancient Rome 
ately ~msty. Across th~ way a mammy trader squatted beside ~ainted black and the women looking extraordinarily mascu- . 
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h~r pile of merc~and1se: . cooked meats, sweet potatocs-:1 line-and others W(!re western dress. \ . . . . 
v,hole host of edibles-and some bottles of opaque white My thoughts shifted _to. my forthcommg-.. meetmg---w1th,---
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Kwame Nkrumah, Ch:ma's first prime minister I• sumed by a restlessness. that led him to evoh·e some of the 

• I I d I • I. \' l4i • • f • I over seven years since _ 1a ,1st seen him, in Londr
11

;· •
1 

~- IJlOSt antast1c sc 1crncs. 1 

he was a poor strug_g_•lmg stud.:nt· now ]1c w·is t11, . 1 • 
1 

•·'" The president of our federation was an East African named 
• d 1 l f • ' ~ 11• Ir '· • K I I d h. • <l cl state an t 1c spo :c~man or the great Pan-Africiu <l • • Johnstone enyatta, t 1e most re axe , sop 1st1catc an 
freedom and in<lcpcndcncc. • rl.i;u r.i •'westernized" of the lot of us. Kenyatta enjoyed the pcrsom! 

I remembered our past. friendship ar:d WO!l(krcrl .,. , . . friendship of some of the most distinguished people in E11g-
d1anges I woul_d fi~d m him. An yway, 1t was now 

9 
_- · lish political and intcllcctual society. He was subtle, subtle 

and _my date_ with l11m was for 9:30. I would soon kn,,./ ·:1 enough to attack one's principles bitterly and retain one's 
A few minutes later I flaancd a taxi and sii 1 • friendship. He fouglit the British as imperialists but was afiec-

"Kwame's office." "'"' up Y ~1. '., , lionate toward them as friends. 
A pale-brown \Vest Indian miss was the prime m:n:••,.·i It was to this balanced and extremely culti.;red man that 

se~retary: ?he welcomed me as though I was a V.1.1•. ·T· .. Francis Nkrumah proposed that we form a secret soci!:l:j• 
p~1me mu~ister had not_comc back from a conference .. ct .. , : called The Circle, and that each of us spill a few drops cf 

• tribal. bu~m~ss w~s tak1r.g up a lot of his attention. · si.~ : •. .. • our blood into a bowl and so take a blood oath of secrecy 
me With rncl1gnat10n how members of the 1\shant1• tr1·1. , l : ' • and dedication to the emancipation of Africa. : 
crawl ?n ~heir bellies for some twenty yards i~to th/~it~:: .. :~ Johnstone Kenyatta laughed at the idea; he scoffed at it as 
of their king, the Asantchene, ancl how tribalism had to ·.:· · : childish juju. He conceived our struggle in modem, twenticth-
v.th·ay oNr /kruhere \hvoulcl be no prog'.ess. If she was any indic,/' :_--. century terms with no ritualistic blood nonsense. In the end 

_en ma was. very_ womed about the opposition i'> Francis Nkrumah drifted away from us and started his own 
tribesmen were ofrcrmg his western-style Convention l' .1 .. ,>: little West African group in London. We were too tame anrJ, 
Party. , (; 11 •• • '. slow for him. He was an angry man in a hurry. ' 

A i:umber of officials came in. The lady stopped w i i1: . . . , Then he went back to his part of Africa, and Francis ' 
!lie tnb;!s. Then there _was. some bustle and the pri1;;/ 1;;;:;: . Nkrumah became Kwame Nkrumah. He set himself at the~ 
ister amved .. In somethmg Just over fi ve minutes he had ,,, .; head of the largely tribal populace and dabbled in blood rituaL , 
and dealt with these officials and I was ushered :into l • ,•. -; There ,vas some violence, a spell in prison, and finally ! 
fice. It \vas a big, pleasant, cool room. 

111 
L, · Nkrumah emerged as the first African prime minister in a ·! 

Nkrumah came round his big official desk, took rnv lui:,! self-governing British African territory. , 
an~ le~ me to_ a settee near the window. The now f.i ii:, :: i Tribal myths grew up around him. He could make himself 
smile lit up_ his face. As _we exchanged greetings, fe lt e. 1<_ :, invisible at will. He could go without food and sleep and , 
other out wi_th small talk, m an attempt to bridge the l;J.•Lui drink longer than ordinary mortals. He was, in fact, the rein- : 
years, my mmd _went bac~ to our London days. This -po/'-~,!. carnation of some of the most powerful ancestral spirits. He ' 
relaxed man, with the hmt of guarded reserve about··1; .: · allowed his feet to be bathed in blood. 
was.a far cry from the friend I had last seen nearly ei" lit t '::: , By the time I visited the Cold Coast the uneasy ailiance ' 
earlier. "' . .... between Nkrumah and the tribal chiefs had begun to crack. 

For me, the m~st striking change of all was in his c-. c, . A week or so before_ my ~rrival he had t~reatene~ that, unless 1 

They reflected_ an mner tranquillity which ·was the one tl ;•r they C?·Operated ':"1th his e;ovemment m turning the Cold : 
the Nkrumah m Europe never had. " .. . Coast mto an efficient twentieth-century state, he would make 

Even hi~ name ha_d been subtly different then. He Ii :. ! ." them run _so hard that they -.yould leave their s
1
andals behind 

be?1 our fnend Fran~1s Nkrumah, an African student n:ccn ti·,. • them. This was a calculated msult to the tnba, _ conc.-::pl: that 
amved from the United States, and he had not seen :-\f~-Z-1"-- a chief's bare feet n:ius~ never touch the earth . . 
for .3 decade an~ more. He had quickly become a p:irt (lf L•:, r That was _th~ beg!nnmg of the secret war. Nkrurpah thought 
African col~r.y m Lond?n a?d had joined our little [! ro::;~. he would wm \t easily. He wa~ wrong. . . . . ,. 
!he Pan-Afncan Federation, m our protests against colo n:., :- And the chiefs have, negat'lv_ely, scored _their _Vlct~nes too. , 
ism. • They have pushed him to a pomt where his regime 1s, today, 

He was m~ch _less relaxed than most of us. His eyes 1,,:r• - intolerant of oppositio"n. The tribal s~ciety-~rooks no-opp~si0-;--
rored a bummg mner conflict and tension. He seemed c,.:1- · tion. Nkrumah's government bamshes its most active, 
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. opponents. As _a modcn~ socialist leading a westcrn-stvl<: 
govcrnmcn~. he iust~fi~s tl11s as a tc111porary expedient. But iii s 
less sopl11sticatcd nmmtcrs frankly t~lk the tnual languar;c c,f 
strength, frankly express the tr1u;il impulse to destroy tho~1: 
who arc out of step. • 

There was an air of_ delicacy about our conversation anci we 
were both aware of tlus. \Ve touched on local politics. Ik let 
off at full bbst against the trib:ilist. I told him I had hc; ir<l 
that the Accra Club was still exclusively European. His qv 
!it u~.;•You wait and ~cc," he s:iid . Then, in relation to not li~ 
mg c1t11cr of us had s:11d, he leaned toward me and exclaimed 
"1liis place is rich! Co?, man, there's so much riches here!': 
-:is though the rcvclat1on had iust been made to h im. . 

But always, throughout our talk, I sensed a new reserve a 
new caution that had not been there in the young student I 
bad known in Europe. 

. As we talked i_n Nkruma~•s ~ool office that hot August chr 
m Accra, my mmd kept sl1pp111g back to our mutual friend 

• Jorno or Johnst?ne Kenyatta, now imprisoned in his natiic 
Kenya for lcadmg the Mau-;\fau movement. Si"nificantl .. 
though we mentioned many friends, both Nkru~ah anJ 

1f 
avoided Kcnyafta. I had decided not to mention him fi rst. I 
had hoped Nkrumah would. He did not. . 

THE nLACKS 57 
schedule for me. Had I done anything about accom111o·clations? 

Before I could answer, Kenyatta said, "You arc staying with 
me, of course." The old detachment was b:ick in his eyes. 
They seemed to say, "You've got to choose, pal. Let's scc how 
you choose." 

Lean-face said, "We've got something set ·up for you for . 
tomorrow and-" 

"I live in the bush," Kenyatta added. 
It dawned on me that I had become, for the moment, the 

batt'cfield of that horrible animal, the racial st,uggle. I made 
up my mind, resenting both sides and yet conscious of the 
crowd of Africans in the background. A question of face was 
involved. . 

"I've promised to spend this wee~ end with Mr. Kenyatta," 
I said. . 

Lean-face was graceful about it. I promised to call the 
·• Secretariat first thing on Monday morning. He ·gave me a copy 

of the schedule that had been prepJrcd for me and wondered, 
sotto voce, whether I knew what I was letting myself in for. 
Kenyatta assured me that I would be perfectly saie, that no- ' 

• body was going to cut my thro:it. I was aware that they were 
talking to each other through me. I was aware tliat they knew 

.. I was aware, and that made me bad-tempered. 
"Then I'll say good night, Mr. Abrahams," Lean-face s:.iid 

pointedly. . . 
As soon as he was out of hearing Kenyatta began to curse. 
"It's good to see you again, Johnstone," I gripped his hand. 

A year earlier, I had flown up to Kenya from South Afric:i 
and visit<.:? Kenyatta. I felt terribly depressed as I got off the 
plan_e. Thmgs had ~rown so much uglier in the Union. 171c 
barricades were up m the ugly war of color. \Vhen I had left 
?outh Africa in the dim-and-distant past, there were isolated · · 
islands where black and white could meet in neutral territory. ---'-'-
\Vhcn I went back in 19 52, the islands were submer"ed under ... ____ _ 

"Jomo," he replied. The hint of ironic speculation was back 
in his eyes. A slightly sardonic, slightly bitter smile played on 
his lips. . . 

"Welcome to Kenya, Peter," he said. Then, abruptly: 
the rising tide of color_ hatred~, and I was glad to 

0
quit th;it 

dark, unhappy land which yet compelled my love. · 
It was ii:t this mood that I got off the plane. I had not 

seen my fnend Jomo for years. Now there he was just out-
si~e the airport terminal building, leaning on a h~avy cane, 
bigg~r than I remembe_rcd h_im in Europe, paunchy, his face 
lookmg puffy. And behmd him was a huge crowd of Africans. 

~ began t? rno,;e_ t9w;;rd him when a lean-faced, lean-hipped 
white colomal-admimstrator type suddenly appeared beside me 
and said: "Mr. Abrahams." 

I stopped and thought, "Oh, Lord~" 
Kenyatta also came. forward. The two men i£Tiored each 

other. Lean-face introduced himself 2nd · said tl1e ColoniJI 
Office had alerted them that I was coming to do some writin" 
for the London Observer and they had drawn up a provisioii;il 

"Come meet the leaders of my people. They've been waiting 
long:" 

We moved forward and the crowd gathered about us. Jomo 
made a little speech in Kikuyu, then translated it for my 
benefit. A little old man, ancient as the hills, with huge holes 
in his ears, then welcomed me on behalf of the land and its 
people. Again Jomo translated. 

--. ..:. ___ After this we all bundled into the fleet of rattling old cars 
' • and set off for the Kikuyu reserve in' the heart of the African 

., bush. Kenyatta became silent and strangely remote during the 
• -1-· journey. • . 

.- - . 

We stopped at · the old chief's compound, where other 
members of the tribe waited to welcomc -me.-By this time the ­
reception committee had grown to a few hundred. About me, 
pervading the air, was the stench of burning flesh; a young 
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cow wa; being rrx1skJ in my ·honor. Defore I entered ti moon was big and yellow, b~thing the _ bn<l in a soft light 
• house a dri11k was h:1 11dccl to me. Another was ha11clcd to t1

1
~ tlwt aluiost achieved the clanty of <layh(:lit. . · 

olc_l c~1icf and_ a third to_ Keny:1tta . _The_ old m:in mtilt<:rc<l 1~ , He took me to li is home. It was _a l.J1g, sprm:lmg, empty 
~ncf_ mca11tat10n and spilled l1alf h!s dr111k 011 the c:irth as a pface on the brow of a hill. Inside, 1t h~d 11otl11ng_ to _m;ikc 
l1b:it1011. Jomo and I followed Slllt. Then the three of u f r comfort. There wcH: hard wooden ch.ms, a few t,ibks and 
downed our drir.ks a11cl entered the house. :. o~ly the bed in the bcdroom. Th_c~e. w~rc no books, non~ of 
. A gcncwl f~asti11g and drinki11g then commericed, both in- the normal amenities of western c1viJ17~1t10n. \Vhcn weamved 

side and outs1d; the_ house. I ""'.as _get_ting a full cerc,noni:il. two women emerged from somewhere 1~ th~ back and hoverc,d 
tnb:il wdcome. fhe important d1.;:mtancs of the tribe slipp<: J about in the shadows. ::rney brought 111 hq~or, ,but l _ncv..:~ 
into the room in hrns and threes, spoke to me through Kc~- . go_t _a clear glimpse of e~th<:r of them. M~ friend_ s angu?h o, 
yatta for a few momci1ts, and tl1c11 weut away, makin:; room spml: was such that I did not want to_ as~ qucstrn~~- VI e sat 
for otl,crs. • on the veranda and drank steadily and m silence undl we were 

"Afric? ~o"cs_n't seem to ch:inge,:• Kenyatta murmured be- • both miserably, depressingly drunk. . . . , 
tween d,~mtane~. 1ncrc was a terrible undercurrent of bitter- And then Kenyatta began to speak _11:i a l_ow, b!ttcr voice o, 
ncss • bchmd the_ softly murmured _words . I was startled by it . his frustration and of the isolated pos1t10n m wh1~h he fou_n<l 
and looked at his face. For a flcctmg moment he looked like himself. He had no friends. There was no ~ne 1:1 the tnbe 
a trapped, caged animal. _ . who could give him the intellectual cornpam?nsh1p that had 

ii 

· I 
. I 

• He Sa\:· me looking _at him and quickly composed his foce • become so important to him ii: his years m f:urope. The 
mto a sl,gh tly sar<lomc, humorous mask. "Don't look too things that were important to h1m-~onscq~~nt1al conversa-
closely," he said. tion, the drink that represented a social ac_t1v1_t~ rat~er than , 

And still the dignit:iries filed in, had a drink, spoke their the intention to get drunk, the concept ?f 111d1v1duah_sm, the 
welcome and went out. inviolability of privacy--/4ll these were alien to the tribesmen 

• The ceremonial welcoine reached its hi:;h point about mid- in whose midst he lived. So Kenyatta, the west(;m ~1aa, w~, 
night. Huge chunks of the roasted cow were brought in to . driven in on himself and was forced to assert h1m_self 111 

~s. and we g!1awcd at the almost raw meat between swigs of tribal terms. Only thus would the tribesmen follow him an~ 
l1quo_r. Outside, there was muted drumming. Voices were so give him his position _of po:ver _and importance as a Icade,. 
growmg louder and louder. To live without roots is to live 111 hell, and no man choos~s 
• Suddenly, _in . the midst. of ~ long-winded speech by an voluntarily to Jive in hell. The people who could answer. his 
1n:imcnscly_ d1g1~ficd M~sa1 chief from a neighboring and needs as a western man had erected a barrier of_ color agamst 
friendly tnbe, Kenyatta Jumped up, grabbed his heavy cane him in spite of the fact that the taproots of th~1r cu)ture had 
and half staggered through the door. -·-- - --· become the taproots of his cnlture to~. By deny:ng him acccs:; 

"Come, Peter," he called. ____ to those thinas which complete the life of western_ man, they 
Everybody was startled. I hesitated. He raised his cane and had forced him back into the tribalism from which he had 

beckoned to me with it. I knew that this would be a dreadful so p2infully freed himself over th~ ~ears. . 
breach of tribal etiquette. None of this was stated explicitly by either Kenyatta or 

"Corne, man!" he snapped. myself. But it was there in his brooding bitter commentary 
I got up, aware of the sudden silence that had descended on both the tribes and th~ white settlers of t~e lhi:id. F?r rf· 

on the thougkenOg\Vathering. By some strange magic everybodyp K':tsoy~rfia::let~t~ert~bie n;~~~ly r::rA_f~i~_o ~~d i:ht~_~i_bl~ 
seemed that somethin" had gone wrona - b h f b l 

"Jomo," I said. ., .,. --·'-==-=---- secret war that raaes in it. He was the v1ct1m ot o tn a ism 
"I • • • and of westernis~ gone sick. His_ heart and mind and body 

cant stand any more," he snapped. "Come!" were . the battlefield of the ugly vwlcnce known as _the Mau 
• I_ fo_llowed him t~ the door. I knew the discourtesy we were Mau revolt Iona before it broke out in that beautiful land. 

II 
i 
I 

, I 

j 
j 
'1 
jl 

mflic~mg on_ the tnbe. I also knew that my friend was at the The tragedy is .. that he was so rarely g!fted_. that he. could 
~rcaki_,ng po:'.1~. We walked throu~h the cro:vd of people, got have made such a magnificent contn)Jug.9._!L}fl_pthe;_~!cum-
mto Kenyatta s c~r and drove off mto the mght. The African stances. -------
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\Vh:it then is tribal m:in? Perhaps his most import:int for a dreadful moment that seems without encl. · TI1cn he 
sin<•lc characteris tic is that he is not :in individual i11 the pounces. He grabs his victim and drags him or her into the 
wc~tcrn sense. Psychologically and emotionally he is the pr..:- center of the circle. The victim docs not resist, doc5 not p,·o-

• scut living pcrsonificati?11 of a number of forces, ;11nong th..: . test . The ancestors arc always just. • 
most important of wluch arc the ancestral ckacl. 171c dead There may be one, there may be many victims. But once 
have a powerful hold on the living. 'I11cy control and rcgulat<.: tl1c victim or. victims arc "smelled out," the hypnotic spell 
the Jives and activities of the living from the grave. They of the drums is broken. People relax. Their hearts beat nor-
hand out the ruks and codes by which the living con<lu(t mally once more. Now the ancestors will be propitiated and · 
their daily affairs. If. there is a drought, if there is a famine, the living freed of the evil which beset them. Now the fa-
it . is a sirn th~t the anccstus ;)'re angry because somcouc • mi1:e or the drought or the plague or whatev~r had beset 
has broke~1 a rule of the tribe, a law laid down by the ·dc:1<l. ilie bnd will depart from it. And so, while the vict im or 
There will be no peace, no order, no prosperity in the tribe victims arc put to death, the rest of the tribe celebrates 
until the ancc~tors an.: appcasd . . ilie p:issing of the great evil. 

So the chief calls the whole tribe to a mcctini;: in which Another key characteristic of trib:il man is that his society 
the guilty ones will be "smcllc_d out.:• Th~ proceu_ur~ ~cgins is exclusive and not, like western society, inclusive. Tbe lines 
with the drums-a key factor m Afncan life. Their ms1stc:nt ·are drawn very clearly, very sharply. Anybody not an "in-
thrc,'bs call the people to the gathering on a placid, almmt sider" is an enemy, actually or potentially-someone to dis-
monotonous key at first, but working on the emotions. El'cry- trust, someone to fear, someone to keep at bay. There is no 
one in the village will be present; no man, woman or child choice, no volition about this. It is something ordained by 
would think of not obeying the summons. They form a circk, ilie ancestral dead. The tribal society is therefore possibly ' 1 
with the witch doctor or medicine man and the drummers the most exclusive society in the twentieth-century world. 
to the fore. \Vhen all the people are assembled the throb- If you are not in the tribe, there is no way into it. If you a~e 
bing of the drums increases. They beat in tune to the heart- · in it, there is no way out of it except dea th. Dissent is not • 

d T ••, beats of the human circle. • recognize . o break the rules of the tribe is to court death. 
The witch doctor is dressed in lion or leopard skin, some- Even the family, the foundation of the tribal in-group, is 

times in monkey skin . His face is pai nted in bold streaks of no simple affair. It is often a cluster of four generations. A 
color: white, black, red. There are crisscrossing lines on hi; man's family can be made up of his father, his father's · first, 
body too. He wanders about the center of the circle, aln:ios t second and third wives-there may be more-and the chi!-

1

• I 
idly at first. Every now and then he paus~s and looks straigh t . dren of tJ1ese. A man inherits the wives and children of his 
into someone's eyes and keeps on Iookmg. For the pcrso:L __ . brothers who die before him. The wives then become his · 
looked at, this is an encounter with fate . Few stare b:1d:. ____ : __ ·_ wives, the children of his brother become brothers and sis-
Their eyes slide pas t his face or go glazed. They fear but • ters to his own ch ildren by his own wife. Then there- are 
are not supposed to fear. They know the ancesto rs arc jmt, ilie, children's children. These and the old people, the grand-
that the innocent are never punished. To expcriencl.! fear, parents, make up the immediate family, the heart of the in-
ilierdore, is an acknowledgment of guilt. It is not ntccss:1ry group. Then there are ilie families related to one's family by 
to know the n:iture of your guilt; if you were not guiltr; blood ties-the families of uncles and cousins. These have 

\ 

there would be no fear in your mjnd. . ilie same complex structure of many wives and brothers and 
1:he tempo of the drums mcreases_. The w1t:h do:t~r sisters, many of whom are inheri ted. A group of such blood-

begms to dance, _slowly _ ~t first. He begms to talk m. a h1 g,1:_--::.;-__ ~ _ r~lated families makes the clan. Clans have been known to be · 
pitched nasal v01ce;. spmts ~lways talk through th: 1r nos..:s. big enough to fill whole villages. \ 
The drums and the mcantat1ons go on and on, gettmg fast<.:r Another and most vital factor in the life of tribal man is 
and wilder, dominatin g the hearts and minds of all the circle. his attitude to life and death . Neither life nor death is ever 
People begin to tremble and shiver. Some drop _down in 3 wholly accidental. Disease is never natural. These are brought 
trance and lie moanina on the_groun_d; Everyone 1s possessed about by the good and evil spirits all around us. The evil 
by ilie frenzy of the drums. The spmts of the ancestors an: spirits are preoccupied with bringing disaster "on the tribe;-tr,:e~-
abroad. good with protecting the tribe. To achieve their malign end;, 

Suddenly the drums stop. The witch doctor stands fixed evil spirits enter the bodies of ordinary human beings. To , 
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fi ght tl1c evil spirits, good spirits enter the bodies of wit.;l i' 
doctors. Life and death arc thus out of the ha11ds of murt.,l 
men. 

The worl~ of t~ibal man is_ so dominated by tl(C spirit , _ 
th;it sr~mc tribes \\"Ill no_t cat bmls because of the spirits tli .,t 
dwell m them, some. will not cat fish, some arc vcgdaria111 
and some cat mc;it only. 

Tribal man is hemmed in, imprisoned by his ancestr;., 
His horizo ns arc only as wide as they permit. Ile is also pri; 
tcetc<l by them. 'I11e rules arc such that there arc no orpha:1; 

in the tribe, no misfits, no neurotics. And of course, the an­
cestral dead are hostile to chan3e. 

This, then, is the "obl iqu,·, the hard-to-know man" wl1mn 
Richard \Vright encountered on his first visit to Africa. I[:; 

. is the man who raised Nkru r,iah to power. He is the r11 1n 
whose pressures led Jomo Kenyatta to the Mau Mau :rnJ 
then to his lonely prison-exile in a barren and isobtcd s·pot. 
He, tribal man, will have a crucial say in the future of t\fric1. 

The ancestral dead notwithstanding, change is being im­
posed on him. Ilow he reacts to the change will have a powc:,­
ful bearing on tomorrow's Africa. 

If the men inaugurating the new ways have the scr:sc ~rid 
the patience to preserve the finer qualities of the old wa•.-, 
and fuse these with the new, then we can expect somcthii;a 
magnificently new out of Africa. " 

Renascent Africa 

It is, erhaps, inevitable that Afri<:-a is todar a 
_ center of world attention and interest. \Vith 
Asia rid of colonialisn Africa has become the last continent 
ave: which western Eu opcan nations still seek to perpetuate 

• their con~rol. Yet cv~II Africa dramatic changes ::re taking 
place which. are .,rolling back t~1e frontiers of imperialism. 
After tolcratmg turopca colonization and t e arroaance of 
white scttlc~s for scor~s o years,_ Africa is w r~ v~akcning 

_ and dcmandmg those n ghts~o which all men re heir. 
The reawakcnin& of Afric has found exp tssion particularly 

-._at the level of political and constitutiona1 advancement. But 
this_ will onl~ come to fruit n with th redefinition by the 

. African of his real place in his conti cnt-h:s role in the 
p_oliti~al, economic and soci~-1 life o Africa. This redefi ni­
tion 1s _already taking place nd it • quite clear todar that 
~e Afn~an kn_ows that his cstin¼ can only be decided by 
himself !n Afnca and not b1 fo ign-::rs in other countries. _ 
Th~ ~fnca of today syrnboliz s ope; it is the continent of 
optimism and _ch~nge. Indee not since the period which 
followed the s1gnmg of the rlin Aareernent of 18S4 has 
the continent of Africa. exp rie ed sJch swift and dra;natic 
changes as it has since t e Seci;md \Vorld \V::ir. The im• 

I 

-··,·-·- -- portant problem no,v faci a the A rican is to define his o,\·n 
political, economic and ocial obje tives in these conditions 
of rapid change. 

wer in /'Jlri;a 

The "scramble for Africa" whic followed the Berlin 
Agreement resu eel in the estab~·shrnent of western 
European domi a tion over most of th continent. Bue while 

--.::.:...---:._:_ ___ that period wa characterized by the ca1 vina of the continent 
into a mos 0 ·c of meaningless enclave , 

0

protectorates and I 
spheres of • fluence, the upsurae of Afri~n nationalism and 
indepen<l , ce movements after° the Seco d \Vorld \Var has j

1 

__ 

marke he beginning of a _ rapid process ~disintegration of \ 
_ European power on the continent, and _ Ui 1?_~gi_I_1J!!Qg_Q_f_t_h_e_-"1-'--

, ~· - 63 \• 
- - l 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq . 
voyaoa, Red Hill P.O . 
St. /,ndrew 
Jamaica, B.11 . I. 

Dear Peter: 

Perry H. Knowlton, President 

February 16, 1968 

Sill Vright left Holiday to join the staff of Venture . At the same time, 
Arnold ~hrlich left Venture to re-join the staff of Holiday, this time as 
~ditorial Jirector . ) Bill wonders if you ' ll do a piece forte Carib ean 
issue Venture is planning for the autumn . I ' m enclosing a Jerox copy of 
his letter, w~ich would have gone off to you sooner if I hadn ' t been way­
laid by a touch of ' flu . Pl ease tell me whether you'd like to accept the 
assignment . 

Meanwhil e, amid various editorial changes , Hol iday underwent a giant 
inventory cleaning and , resrettably, have decided that they will not use 
the article on KE!~YA which they bought from you toward the end of ' 65 . 
They have returned the nanuscript to me for resale wit the understanding 
that they will receive fifty per cent of the resale price if we succeed 
in placin it elsewhere . I ' m sorry about this, but these things do happen 
occasionally and one can but be philosophical . I ' m shoving it to Bill 
1right at Venture . 1 eanwhile, you misht take a look at your car on if 
you still have it around and let ne k ow how much updating you think it 
might need . 

.le seem to have '.Jeen out of touch for an appallingly long time. I hope 
all is ell with you . 

Best , 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



lJ--

VE N T U RE 
THE TRAVELER'S WORLD/ TRAVELVENTURES, INC./ 4 88 MADI S ON AVE./ N. Y . 10022 / (212) MU 8-0300 

Miss Emilie Jacobson 
Curtis Brown 
tfJ East 56th St. 
New York, New York 

Dear Emmy: 

January 30, 1968 

As you probably know, we are planning an all Caribbean issue 
for the fall. For thi s, we would very much like to have Pater 
Abrahams do a short piece on Voodoo and t heother religions 
throughout the islands, bringing in a bit about the . history of 
Christianity and its success with the islanders . 

We were thinking of something short, in the area of 2000 words, 
but this is loose; we would pay $750 and would ·need the manuscript 
by the beginning of May. Could you let me know if this is 
possible and satisfactory1 

WWtob 

Sincerely, 

William C. Wright 
Senior Editor 

,. ,....,, , ~ , ,r- ,.,-r 1f"'\r-.. 1 "i= rr, ,rn ~ c, rnMMLJN!CATION S 

I 
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. i s s E .ili e J Pcobson , 
Cur t is _I,rown . 

n ew York . 

De::•r Emilie , 

Sorry t- bout t he de lPy i n repl ying t o your l e tter of F0 bruary 
16: I ' ve been £~way f rm::;. hm w t1ese :i? !3. 8 t fe w 1Hee1;:s Ctlhi ju.st got 
beck . 

The Venture idea f or a pi ece on Voodoo e tc. i s not really up 
my s reet 2t all, £.nd I do not t hin r I C B ·.vor - up su. "ficient 
i.n t erest to come up wi t h e.ny t hing worthwhile on it. 

I hPve t~~en a very quick look et my copy o f t h e Kenya piece 
end i n terms o f shEier t yp::i.n g o:!'.'ror s it aeen, in rr s Nful mes s to 
me . I can I t remember to whR t extent either I or the peopl e who 
did h yping clea1ed u · the copy het ~ent t c you but ~~a t I 
h.F.Jve here will need consider able cleaning up before being f it to 
=-:L'i.n • In t or 1.3 of t.a f' C tu~ c,m t en c; t he ro e en t deve lopmen td 

l er•ding to the m !" f:l exodus of In ien s from Kenya h9s mede the 

I' 

pj_,3ce more irri:ru)di :::ite t :1 . w rnn ::;.: v,~ o t e it . I th:'rnk 8he nec e ssary 
updeti n& - not so much i n the con t en t as in the dPti .ng of the 
n -::,rr~ 1; ive - crm be done ~rt th s i:1 ... e ti:rrtc ::i .s he t_yping io cieened 
u p . n0tur Blly, I would prefer no t to under t ake thi s ridditional 
chore un t:.i.l I knov, some one iu i n ~er0sted . If , on tho ot:C1er hand. 
you ws1 t meJ to let you hrve a c l eaned-up u. dnted thin g to shop 
around vii th I will g G to work o:n i t . u .ell , of course , use a ll 
this lliateria l for a book l ~ter when the time is ripe 9 prbably when 
there Pre. ·-11 inevi t, ble pull t i c;- ' d.L,t-u.rb, n ~en • f ol:-:..owing t he 
clei) t h of ;.eny e tt or oome such other even t . .Mc:Jmvhi l e I do hope 
t _1in 0 s sett e dowr a t ,-I li dr J for ·,vhich I :r~rive a so 't s pot . It seems 
no t yet to h (-iVe recovered from the dea t h of Ted Patrick . 

Congr t ula t i ons t o both you and N,arth Win :Jton on be c oming 
vic-•-pre s ider1 -ts! i,.nd pJ.Gri.;e o s.! ,,11.;.; s .3un)l·:t1r111 t o pr- y r;.y annw:-i l 
$10 Drnmatists Guild fee And debit me . 

/ 

I hPve been 1r-1or k ing on our l an d these p, st few mnnths; lRnting 
tr8es , c l ori:r i nt; l.Jtdh '"'.::d :.. t .c.1 ... 1:::i beer1 wo- Jerful; 1rut l ..;he ll, :i:lO on eJ.:" 
or lr,ter, give tip up reluctFi n1tl..y and tur n bnck to wr j_ tin g . 

' 
All the best . 

/ 
I 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



cb 
Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 

From the office of Martha Winston 

October 26 , 1967 

Peter Abrams , Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P . O. 
St . Andrew , J ama i ca 

Dear Peter: 

This letter from Knopf is self - explanatory , and 
I am sending you a copy of the abridgement of 
TE LL FREEDOM for your approva l under separ ate 
cover . 

Let me know if the terms are a ll right and if 
it is o. k. f or me to go ahead . 

MW/ts 
Encl . 

Yours , 
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"STORIES FROM THE CARfflBEAN". Andrew Sa:lkey. Elek Books 
Ltd., 2, All Saints Street, London, N.l. 236 pp. Cloth boards. 30s. 

This is a collection of West Indian stories. The author, a young 
West Indian novelist, has collected together a diverse and repre­
sentative anthology of short stories from a number of West Indian 
writers, including V. S. Naipaul, Samuel Selvon and John Hearne, 
with those of a number of newer writers some as yet unpublished. 
Wit and humour, melancholy and resentment, fantasy and super­
stition, all reflect the different sensibilities of the Islanders and 
combine to make a unique volume containing one of the richest 
and most appealing anthologies published. 

"ONE TRAVELLER'S AFRICA". Cynthia Nolan. Methuen & Co. 
Ltd., 11, New Fetter Lane, London, E.C.4. 254 pp. with coloured 

photographs and end-plates. Cloth boards. 42s. 

Cynthia Nolan and her husband have recently completed what 
amounted almost to a Grand Tour of Africa, covering tens of 
thousands of miles through a number of countries. Between them, 
in word and in picture, they have recorded the sights, sounds and 
smells of one traveller's Africa - describing with a sense of pre­
cision and with wonder the wild animals, the natural landscapes 
of Abyssinia and the beauty of the Murchison Falls, and outstand­
ing memories of every country included on her visit. The paintings 
are of a rare quality, as is the descriptive writing throughout. This 
is a book on which authors and publishers are to be highly con­
gratulated, and one that will bring back again the delights of Africa 
to all who have lived there or visited its countries at any time. 

"INTRODUCTION TO THE FLOWERING PLANTS OF WEST 
AFRICA". Margaret Steentoft Neilsen. University of London Press, 
Ltd., Amen House, Warwick Square, London, E.C.4. Cloth boards. 

246 pp. with maps and line-drawings. 42s. net. 

This book fills a long-felt need by students and teachers of 
botany in West Africa, describing the morphology and systematics 
of more than 600 species of West African flowering plants with 
notes on their recognition, ecology and distribution. There are 
notes on field recognition of more important genera. Excellent for 
students at Advanced Level and in their first year at Universities 
in tropical Africa. Excellently produced and informatively illus­
trated. 

"A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN". Peter Abrahams. Faber & Faber, 24, 
Russell Square, London, W.C.l. 270 pp. Cloth boards. 21s. 

The author has written several popular works, the last one 
published by Faber's, "A Wreath for Udomo", being issued nine 
years ago. This is a thrilling and authentic account of the work of 
the South African Resistance - and as important today as when 
it was written. 
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"THE CIVIL SERVICE IN' THE NEW AFRICAN STATES". A. L. 
Adu. George Allen & Unwin Ltd., Ruskin House, Museum Street, 

London, W.C.l. 242 pp. Cloth boards. 25s. 

The author is the regional representative of United Nations 
Technical Assistance Board, East Africa. He examines the deve­
lopment of · policy and the changing role of the civil service in the 
newly developing· states in Africa, and their machinery of govern­
ment. Such problems in Africa have their own special peculiarities, 
and Mr. Adu is singularly qualified to consider them. This is a 
scholarly and most informative volume that should be in the hands 
of all concerned in government and administration in the countries 
of the African Continent. • 

"HOW NOT TO KILL YOUR WIFE". By a Family Doctor. George 
Allen and Unwin Ltd., 40, Museum Street, London, W.C.l. 234 pp. 

Ooth boards. 25s. 

A book by a family doctor - required by medical etiquette to 
remain anonymous. It deals clearly and at times amusingly with 
the problems of health which every married woman must at some 
time encounter, and is in addition a very useful handbook for the 
woman, whether a housewife or not. A great deal of comiD.on 
sense is _included in its pages, and the volume is recommended 
with confidence. 

"BLACK EROS". Boris de Rachewiltz. George Allen & Unwin Ltd., 
Ruskin House, Museum Street, London, W.C.l. 330 pp. with photo­

graphs in colour and monochrome. Cloth boards. 63s. 

This is a review of the sexual customs of Africa from prehistoric 
times to the present day, objectively written and • illustrated in 
colour and monochrome with photographs of ·striking reality. An 
excellently produced volume, it will be of great value to the 
anthropologist and · the student ' of Africa, her people, and their 
religious and tribal beliefs and customs from the earliest times to 
the present dar. 

"THEURGY". Mouni Sadhu. George Allen & Unwin Ltd., Ruskin 
House, _ Museum Street, London, W.C.l. 263 pp. Cloth boards. 30s. 

• The art of effective worship and the practice of religion· are 
dealt with in this volume, based primarily_ on the Christian faith, 
but which treats of many philosophies and religions within that 
category, The actual application of prayer is dealt with in several 
chapters - its practical side · being stressed.' Prayer for many 
occasions is prescribed, as are such matters as exorcism and th"e 
blessing of persons and objects for religious purposes. A _ most in­
teresting work, not far from the idea now being advocated by a 
Church of England Bishop for home religious ceremoni~ and 
observances. Will be of great interest to all students of religion 
and philosophy. • • 
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RANDOl.W: HOUSE, INC. ALFRED A. KNOPF, INC. 

501 MADISON AVENUE,. NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 • PLAZA 1- 2600 

October 26, 1967 

Dear Miss Winston: 

In accordance with our telephone conversation this morning, I am 

enclosing herewith the abridgment of TELL FREEDOM by Peter Abrahams. 

We have agreed to its use in a high school text entitled 

MODERN LITERATURE:Four Representative Types. The four representative types 

are a novel, a play, a narrative and this biography. We have asked for $400 

advance against a royalty of 1 1/4% or 1 2/3% of the annual income. (The 

royalty will be adjusted in accordance with the length of Mr. Abrahams book 

to the other selections in the volume.) 

Thank you for getting this abridgment -to the author for approval. 

Miss Martha Winston 
Curtis Brown,Ltd. 
60 East 56 St. 
New York ,N. Y • . 

Yours faith fully 

, .-~r Alfred A~~f,Iric. 

~tlL,Lu~ 7 
Barbara Keneal 
Permissions 

All quo~ations not finally contractftd for within nine months from the date hereof, are automatically withdrawn . 
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Y.'f.ijS ~Jert!J,!,, 1tj_nn toP 9 

Curtis brawn , Ltd . 9 
60 EQut 56 Street 
/ ew ~.ork 10022 

'Coy·· bac!i 
Irnd :-!iJ..1. ·· 0 

c& 

c- t o Anc1·ew o 
n~ ... ica . 

: ..::i rctu_n · n. ·-· te; ,you u..ndcr s:. . i1:pcte cove t i e copy of 
'.1: 21....11:~.~~o . .;~ with the _pro posed ebr i gemen t . 

B tb. it f.!nd t.he :pr opo'"eo t;erms saen.. Dl lrigh t to me so 
do go ~hercid . 

' ever 
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r1 :· c3 q • re l '/;.,. t c>f::1
9 

.. /en· .!i s F-Ji..ons le') , ·• • 1en t , 
C 1.rt s _11.-r WIJ .1.,t • 9 

60 E~nt 56 Stre t , 
l~ w Y rk .0 22 ., 

I 

d U s P •• 
st. .Am:mww. 

is thrmk vou fo . your letter of 5e • wh r 16 
.1. su ·e µJ: a o , l'w t t~1e .::... ·i "'C ~o.rl t sea.,;::; -.11 
,O ., e f nd ... r T OU to O a!1e d ~•i h the de~l o 

I 

f 0urs Gir. C'' -ly ----
... eter Ar l •Il', 

\ 
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own, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 

September 16th, 1966 

Peter Abrahams , Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red Hill ' s P. o. 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica 

De ar Mr . Abrahams: 

I have had a request from a Miss 
Barbara Nolen who is compiling an anthology for 
young people tentat ively entitled AFRICA IS PEOPLE, 
to be published next fall by E. P. Dutton . She 
has asked for permission to use an abridged version 
of the enclosed story in her anthology. She has 
agr eed to a fee of $75 for the use of this story. 

If the abridged versi on is 
agreeable to you , please let me know and I shall 
proceed with the deal . 

Enc . 

Maureen Walters 
Permissions Department 
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I pf ~rvi~W~::'in °i.c; r a '° ""'r· .ip 
by Peter Abrahams 

{from AN AFRICAN TREASURY, ed . Langston Hughes, pp.42 ff) ~ . ~ , /i ½ 1;1,-f1) 

D-t-&W-..... . I q loo 
It was a hot, humid, oppressive August day in Accra capital 

of the Gold coast that w s to beoome Gh na. The air h d the 

stillness of de th. I walked down toward the sea front. Perh ps 

there would be the bint of a br eze there . As I neared the sea 

front I w sass iled by a potent stenoh of the sea with strong 

overtones of rotting fish . 

In about eight minutes of walking , some fifteen "taxis 

pulled up beside me: "H1, m ssal T xi, m ssal Me go anywhere 

you go cheap l" They are 11 private taxis with no meters and 

driven by strapping young men with flashing teeth. The plaoe is 

full of taxi drivers willing to go anywhere and do anything oheap. 

The street traders here are women. "M mmy tr ders," they are 

called. They trade 1n everything. They sell oigarette, one at 

a time; round loaves of bread and hunks of oooked met on which 

the big West African flies make sport. They love bargaining a~d 

h ggling. They re a powerful economio factor in the life of the 

country . The more prosperous ones own their own trucks, some 

own fleet of trucks. These "mammy trucks" are the principal 

c rriers of the country . They carry passengers as well as pro­

duce and go hurtling across the countryside with little regard 

for life o limb. Each truck has its own distinotive slogan, 

Hope, or The Last Ride or If it Must 1t Will . My own favorite-­

and I tr veled in this particular truok--1pleaded Not Today O Lord 
.i-=:\ 

I Not Today . 

I passed many mammy traders , m ny m mrnt trucks, before I 
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Africa: 2. 

reached the sea front. I crossed a st eet , jumped over an open 

dr in, nd there was these. 1 But there was no br eze, nd no 

shade from the terrible sun. In the nd I gave in to the idea 

of "t xi, massa, t xi" and looked about for one. But now there 

was no taxi 1n sight . Instead, I saw suddenly a long procession 

of many women and a few men. The procession swung round a corner 

and came into full view, twenty or thirty yards long. The women 

wore white flowing robes nd white kerchiefs on their heads. 

Their faces were painted into grotesque masks m de with thick 

streaks of bl ck, red, white and yellow paints. The heavy thud 

of bare feet rose above the hum of the sea. 

Then, all t once, the drums burst forth and there was no 

other sound about me. The marching women began to jig, then 

d nee. As the tail of the procession passed me the drums reached 

a frenzy . A thin, pure note from a reed rose above the drums. 

The whole procession became a shivering, shaking mass. The reed / 

note held longer than seemed human. And then, dramatically, 
i 

there was silence. The thudding feet faded away out of sight 

and sound . There was s1lenoe and a slight rao1ng of my heartbeat 

and the hum of these, and, of course, the overpowering fishy 

stench. 

My thoughts shifted to my forthcoming meeting with Kwame 

Nkrumah, Ghana• s first prime m1n1 1ster. It was well over seven 

years s1noe I had last seen h1m, 1n London. Then he was a poor 

struggling student; now he was the head of a state and the spoltes­

man for the great Pan- frioan dneam of 1freedom and independence. 

I remembered our past fr1endsh1pi and wondered what oh nges I 
I 

\ \ 

) 

I ,, 
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Af.r1oa: 

would find 1n h1m. Anyway, it was no 9 .m. and my date wit 

him was for 9: JO. I would soon know. 

A few minutes later I flagged a taxi and simply said, "Kwame•s 

office." 

pale-brown l st Indian miss was the prime minister's secre-

t ry . he welcomed me as though I was a V. I.P . The prime minister 

had not come b ok from a conferenc yet. ~his trib 1 business 

w staking up a lot of hie attention. he told me with indignation 

how members of the Ashanti tribe had to crawl on their bellies 

for some twenty yeards 1nto th presence of their king, the Asante­

hene , nd how tribalism had to give w y or there would be no pro-
' 

gress. If she w s any indication, then Nkrumah w s very worrt,ed 

about th opposition th tribesmen were offering his w stern-sty.le 

Convention People's Party. 

A num er of offioials oame in. The 1 dy stopped assailing 

the tribes. Then there was ome bustl and the prime minister 

rriv d. In som thing just over five minutes he had seen nd 

alt with these officials and I s ushered into his office. 

It w s big, pleasant, cool room. 

Nkrumah cam round his big official desk, took my hand and 

led me to a ettee near the window. he now famous ~mile lit up 

h1s f ce. s we exchanged greetings, felt each other ~ut with 

small t lk in an attempt to bridge the gap of years, my mlnd went 

baok to ou London days. This poised, relaxed man, with th~, 

hint of guarded reserve about him , was a fr cry from the frie':l!ld 

I had last seen nearly eight ye rs earlier. 

For me, the most striking change of all was 1n his eyes. They 

r fleeted an inner tr nqu1llity whioh w s the one thing the 

Nkrumah i n Europe never had . 
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Even him name had been subtly diffe ent then. He had been 

our friend Francis Nkrumah, an African student recently arrived 

from the United tates, and he had not seen Africa for a decade 

and more . He had quickly become a p rt of our Afr1oan oolony 1n 

London nd h d joined our little group, the Pan-African Federation, 

in our protests against colonialism. 

He was much less relaxed than most of us . His eyes mirrored 

a burning inner conflict nd ten ion. He seemed consumed by a 

restlessness that led him to evolve some of the most fantastic 

schemes. 

The president of our federation was an East African named 

Johnstone Kenyatta , the most relaxed, sophistioated and "West­

ernized" of the lot of us . Kenyatt enjoyed the personal friend­

ship of some of the most distinguished people in English political 

nd intellectual society. He was subtle, subtl; enough to attack 

one's principles bitterly and retain one•s friendship. He fought 

the British as imperialists but was affectionate toward them as 

friends. 

It was to this balanced and ;xtremely cultured man that 

Francis Nkrumah proposed that we form a secret society called 

The Circle, nd that each of us spill a few drops of our blood 

into a bowl and sot ke a blood oath of secrecy and dedication 

to the emancipation of Africa . 

Johnstone Kenyatta laughed at the 1dea; he scoffed at it as 

childish juju. He conceived our struggle 1n modern , twentieth­

century terms with no ritualistic blood nonsense. In the end 

Francis Nkrumah drifted away from us and start d hi9 own little 

We st African group in London. We were toot e and slow for him. 

\ 

\ 
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•He was an angry man in a hurry. 

Then he went back to his part of Africa, and Francis Nkrumah 

became Kw me Nkrumah . He set himself at the head of the largely 

t r ibal populace and dabbled in blood ritual . There was some 

violence, a spell in prison, nd finally Nkrumah emerged as the 

first African prime minister in a self-governing British African 

territory. 

Tribal myths grew up around him. He could make himself in­

visible at will. He could go without food and sleep and drink 

longer than ordinary mortals. He was, in fact , the reincarnation 

of some of the most owerful ancestral spirits. He allowed his 

feet to be bathed in blood . 

By the time I visited the Gold Coast the uneasy alliance 

between Nkrumah nd the tribal chiefs had begun to oraok. A --week or so before my arrival he had threatened that, unless they 

cooperated with his government 1n turning the Gold Coast into an 

efficient twentieth-century state, he would make them run so 

hard that they would leave their sandals behind them. This was 

a calculated insult to the tribal concept that a chief's bare 

feet must never touch thee rth . 

That was the beginning of the secret war. Nkrumah thought 

he would win it easily . He was wrong . 

And the chiefs have, negatively , scored their victories too. 

They have pushed him to a point where his regime is, today, in­

tolerant of opposition. The tribal society brooks no opposttion. 

Nkrumah's government banishes its most a ct ive opponents. As a 

modern socialist leading a wester n-style government, he just1-

fies this as temporary expedient . But his less sophisticated 
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· ministers frankly talk the tribal language of strength, frankly 

express the tr1b 1 impulse to destroy those who are out of step. 

There was an atr of del1o cy bout our conversation and we 

were both aware of th1s . We touched on local politics. He let 

off at full blast against the tribalist. I told him I had heard 

that the Aoora Club was still exclusively uropean. His eyes 11t 

up. "You wait and see," he said. Then, in relation to nothing 

either of us had said, he leaned toward me and exclaimed, "This 

place 1s rich l God, man, there's so much riohes heret"--as 

t hough the revelation had just been made to him. 

But always, throughout our talk, I sensed a new reserve, a 

new caution th t had not been there in the young student I had 

>· - - ==---~ ·~-known , ;n E~~o~.,. ............ --~~nyatta 
c:; 

Accra, 

Johnstone 

the Mau-M 

talked in Nkrumah's cool office that hot Au 

sl1pp1ng back to our mutual rd Jomo or 

now imprisoned in his native Kenya for leading 
/ igni ficantly, thou~h we mentioned many ,, ,. 

and I avoided mep.t1oning Kenyatta. I had 
,,/ 

decided not to mention 

He did not. 

first • ..,,:r ' had hoped Nkrumah would. 
✓ 

1/ 

and 

A year earlier, I had f}ow 
/"' 

v.1 s1 ted Keny tta. l ; ·rel t 
/ 

plane. roxn so muoh 

to Kenya from south Africa 

depressed s I got off the 

the Union. The barr1-

cades were up .1 
.. /' 

of color • 

e dim-and-distant p st, there 

and white could meet 1n 

I had left south 

islands 

When I 

we t back in 1952, the islands were submer ged under 

/ 
/ 

\ 
c,J 
~ 
~ , 

r,Jv~ 
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tide of color h treds, and I was glad to quit that dark, unhappy 

land which yet compelled my love. 

I t was in this mood that I got off the plane. I had not seen 

my friend J omo for years. Now there he was, just outside the 

airport terminal building, leaning on a heavy cane, bigger than 

I remembered him 1n Europe, paunchy, his f ce looking puffy. And 

behind him was huge crowd of Afric ns. 

I beg n to move toward him when a lean-faced, lean-hipped 

white coloni 1-administrator type suddenly ppeared beside me and 

said: 1tt,1r. Abrahams . " 

I stopped and thought, "Oh , Lord." 

Kenyatta also came forward. The two men ignored each other. 

Lean-face introduced himself and said the Colonial Office had 

alerted them that I was coming to do some writing for the London 

Observer and they had drawn up a provisional schedule for me. 

Had I don~ anything about accommodations? 

Before I could answer, Kenyatta said, "You re staying with 

me, of course." The old detachment was back 1n his eyes. They 

seemed to say, "You•ve got to choose, p 1. Let•s see how you 

choose." 

Lean-face said, "We•ve got something set up for you for 

tomorrow and--" 

"I live in the bush," Kenyatta added . 

It dawned on me that I had become, for the moment, the 

battlefield of that horrible animal, the racial struggle. I 

m de up my mind, resent.1ng both sides and yet conscious of the 

crowd of Africans in the background. A question of face was 

involved . 
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"I've promised to spend this week end with Mr. Kenyatta," 

I said. 

8. 

Lean-f ce was graceful about it . I promised to call the 

secretariat first thing on Monday morni ng. He gave me a copy of 

the schedule that had been pr epar ed for me and wondered, sotto 

.!2.2!• whether I knew what I was letting myself in for. Kenyatta 

assured me that I would be perfectly safe, that nobody was going 

to out my throat. I was aw re th t they were talking to each 

other through me. I was w re that they ,knew , I was aware, and 

th t made me bad-tempered. 

"Then I'll s y good night, Mr. Abrahams," Lean~face said 

pointedly. 

As soon as hews out of hearing Kenyatta began t t~ curse . 

"It's good to see you again, Johnstone." I gripped his hand. 

"Jomo," he replied. The hint of ironic speculation wa~ back 

1n his eyes. A slightly sardonic, slightly bitter smile pla~d 

on his lips. 

"Welcome to Kenya , Peter," he said. Then, abruptly: "Come 

meet the leaders of my people. They've be n waiting long." 

We moved forw rd nd the crowd gathered about us. Jomo made 

a little speech 1n Kikuyu, then translated it for my benefit. A 

little old man, ancient as the hills, with huge holes 1n his ears, 

then welcomed me on behalf of the land nd 1ts people. Ag 1n 

Jomo translated. 

After this we 11 bundled into the fleet of r ttling old cars 

and set off for the Kikuyu reserve 1n the heart of the African 

bush. Kenyatta became silent and strangely remote during the 

journey. 

We stopped at the old ch1ef 1 s compound , where other members 
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Africa: 9. 

·or the tribe waited to welcome me. By this time the reception 

committee had grown to a few hundred. About me, pervading the 

air, was the stench of burning flesh; a young cow was being 

roasted 1n my honor. Before I entered the house a drink was 

handed to me . Another was handed to the old oh1ef and a third 

to Kenyatta. The old man muttered a brief incantation and spilled 

half his drink on the earth as a libation. Jomo and I followed 

suit. Then the three of us downed our drinks nd entered the 

house. 

A general feasting and drinking thenoommenced, both inside 

. and outside the house. I was getting a full ceremonial trib 1 

welcome . The important dignitaries of the tribe slipped into 

the room 1n twos and threes, spoke to me through Kenyatta for a 

few moments, and then went away, making room for others. 

"Africa doesn't seem to change," Kenyatta murmured etween 

dignitaries. There was a terrible undercurrent of bitterness 

behind the softly murmured words . I was startled by it and 

looked at his f ce. For a fleeting moment he looked like 

trapped, caged anim 1. 

He saw me looking at him and quickly composed hi~ face into 

a slightly sardonic, humorous mask. "Don't look too olosely," 

he said. 

And still the dignitaries filed 1n, had a drink• spo~ e their 

welcome and went out. 

The ceremonial welcome reached its high point about midn.tght. 

Huge chunks of the roasted cow were brought in to us, and we 

gnawed at the almost raw meat betw en swigs of liquor. outside, 

ther was muted drumming . Voices were growing louder and loude:r. , 
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Suddenly, in the midst of a long-winded speech by a immensely 

dignified Masai ohief from a neighboring and friendly tribe, Ken­

yatta jumped up, grabbed his heavy cane and half staggered 

through the door. 

"Come, Peter," he called . 

Everybody was startled. I hesitated. He raised his cane and 

beckoned to me with it . I knew that this would be a dreadful 

breach of tribal etiquette. 

" Come , man t" he snapped . 

I got up , aware of the sudden silence that had descended on 

the huge gathering. By some strange magic everybody seemed to 

know that something had gone wrong. 

"J omo," I said. 

"I oan•t stand any more," he snapped. "Come t" 

I fol l owed him to the door. I knew the discourtesy we were 

1nfliot1ng on the tribe . I also knew that my friend was at the 

br eaking point . e walked through the crowd of people, got into 
I 

Kenyatta's oar and drove off into the night . The African moon 

was big and yellow, bathing the land in a soft light that almost 

achieved the clarity of daylight. 

He took me to his home. It was a big, sprawling, empty place 

on the brow of a h 111. Inside , 1 t had nothing to make for o,pmfort . 

There wer e hard wooden oha1rs, a few tables and only the be~ 1n 

the bedroom. There were no books , none of the normal amenities 

of w ster n o1v111zat1on, lhen we a r rived two women merged, from 

somewhere 1n the back and hovered about 1n the shadows. Theiy 

brought 1n liquor, but ! never got a clear glimpse of e1th&Jf• of 

them. My friend's angu~.sh of sp1 r 1 t was such that I d1d noit wa1\t 
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to ask questions . We sat on the veranda and drank steadily and 

in silence until we were both miserably, depressingly drunk. 

And then Kenyatta began to speak in a low, bitter voice of 

his frustration and of the isolated position in which he found 

himself. He had no friends . There was no one in the tr1be who 

could give him the intellectual companionsh i p that had become so 

important to him in his years 1n urope. The things that were 

imP.ortant to him--consequent1al conversation, the drink that 

represented a social ctiv1ty rather than the intention to get 

drunk, the concept of individualism , the 1nviolability of priv­

aoy--all these were alien to the tribesmen in whose midst he 

lived. So Kenyatta , the western man, was driven in onhhimself 

and w s forced to assert himself in tribal terms. Only thus 

would the tribesmen follow him and so give him his position of 

power and importance as a leader. 

To live without roots is to live 1n hell , and no man chooses 

voluntarily t o 11ve in hell . The people who could answer his 

needs as a western man had erected a barrier of color against him 

in spite of the fact that the taproots of their culture h d be­

come the taproots of h1s oultur too. By denying h1m access to 

those things wh1oh complete the life of western man, they had 

forced him back into the tribalism from whioh he had sop 1nfully 

freed himself over the years. 

None of th1s w s stated exp11o1tly by either Kenyatta or my­

self. But it was there in his brooding bitter commentary on both 

the tribes and the white settlers of the land. For me, Kenyatta 

became that night a man who 1n his own life personified the ter­

rible tragedy of Afr1c~ and the terrible secret war that rages 

1n 1t. He was the vlotim both of tribalism and of western1sm 
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gone siok. His heart and mind and body were the battlefield of 

the ugly violenoe known as the Mau Mau revolt long before 1t broke 

out in that beautiful land. The tr gedy 1s that he was so rarely 

gifted, that he could hav made such a magn1f1oent contribution 

1n other o1roumstanoes. 

Tri balism 

What then 1s tribal man? Perhaps his most important single 

oharacter1st1o is that he 1s not an individual in the western 

sense. Psyohologioally and emotionally he 1s the present living 

personifioation of a number of forces, among the most important 

of which are the ancestral dead. The dead have a powerful hold 

on the living. They control and regulate the lives and activities 

of the living from the grave. They hand out the rules and codes 

by Which the living conduct their daily affairs. If there is a 

drought, if th re is a famine, it is a sign that the ncestors 

are angry because someone has broken a rule of the tribe, a law 

laid down by the dead. There will be no peace, no ord.~r, no 

prosperity in the tribe until the ancestors are appeasede 

So the chief calls the whole tribe to a meeting 1n wh1ch the 

guilty ones w111 be "smelled out." The procedure begins w1th 

the drums-- key factor 1n African life. heir insistent throbs 

call the people to the g ther1ng on a pl old, almost momentous 

key at first, but working on the emotions. Everyone in the 

village will be present; no man, woman or child would think of 

not obeying the summons . They form a circle, with the witch 

doctor or medicine man and the drummers to the fore. When all 

the people are assembled the throbbing 0f the drums increases. 

They beat 1n tune to t'he heartbeats of the human circle. 

The w1toh doctor is dressed in l i on ,~r leopard skin, some-
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•times in monkey skin. His faoe is painted in bold streaks of 

color: white, bl ok , red . There re or1ssorossing lines on his 

body too. He wanders about the center of the circle, almost idly 

at first. Every now and then he pauses and looks straight into 

someone's eyes and keeps on looking. For the person looked t, 

this is an encounter with fate. Few stare back. Their eyes slide 

past his face or go glazed. They fear but are not supposed1D 

fear. They know the ancestors are just, that the innocent are 

never punished. To experience fear, therefore, is an acknowledg­

ment of guilt. It 1s not necessary to know the nature of your 

guilt; if you were not guilty, there would be no fear in your 

mind. 

The tempo of the drums increases. The w1toh doctor begins 

to dance, slowly at first . He begins to talk 1n a high-pitched 

nasal voic; spirits always talk through their noses. The drums 

and e incantations go on and on, getting faster and wilder, 

dominating the hearts and minds of 11 .the circle . Pe ple be~in 

to tremble and shiver. Some drop down in a trance and lie moan­

ing on the ground. Everyone is possessed by the frenzy of the 

drums. The spirits of the ancestors are abroad. 

Suddenly the . drums stop. The w1toh dootor stands fixed for . 
a dreadful moment that seems w1 thout end . Then he pounces. He '~ 

I 

grabs h1s v1ct~m and drags him or her into the oenter of the 
! 

circle . The Viot1m does not resist, does not protest. The 
/ I 

noestors ar,~ lways just . 
!1 \ 

There may be one, th re may be many v1ot1ms. But once the ·, 

v1ot1m· or vict~~ are "smelled out , " the hypnotic spell of the 
I, 

drums 1s brokeni• People rel x. Their hearts beat normally once 

more. Now the ~mcestors will be propitiated and the living 

f \ 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



Africa: 14. 

freed of the evil which beset them. Now the famine or the drought 

or the plague or whatever had beset the land will dep rt from it• 

And so, while the viot1m or victims re put to death, the rest 

of the tribe celebrates the passing of the great evil. 

Another key oharact~ristio of tribal man is that his society 

is exclusive and not, like western society , inclusive. The lines 

a r e drawn very clearly, very sharply . Anybody not an "insider" 

is an enemy , actually or potentially--someone to distrust, someone 

to fear, someone to keep at bay . There is no choice, no volition 

about th1s . It 1s something ordained by the ancestral dead. The 

tribal soc iety 1s therefore possibly the most exclusive society 

in the twentieth-century world. If you are not in the tribe , 

there is no way into it . If you are in it, there is no way out 

of it except death. Dissent is not recognized. To break the 

rules of t he tribe 1s to court death . 

Even the family, the foundation of the tribal in-group, is 

no simple affair. It is often a cluster of four generations. 

A man's family can be made up of his father, his father's first, 

second and third wives--there may be more--and the children of 

these. Am n inherits the wives and oh1ldren of his brothers who 

die before him. The wives then become h1s wives, the children 

of his bother become brothers and sisters to his own children 

by his own wife. Then there are the children's oh1ldren. These 

and the old people, the grandparents , make up the immediate fam­

ily , the he rt of the in-group. Then there are the families re­

lated to one•s family by blood ties- -the families of unoles and 

oousins . These have t~e same complex struct ure of many wives and 
\ 

br others and sisters, m~ny of whom are inherit ed . A group of suoh 
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-blood-related families makes the clan. Clans have been known to 

be big enough to fill whole villages. 

Another and most vital factor in the lifeoof tribal man is 

his attitude to life and death. Neither life nor death is ever 

wholly accidental. Disease 1s never natural. These are brought 

about by the good and evil spirits all round us. The evil spirits 

are preoccupied with bringing disaster on the tribe, the good 

with protecting the tribe. To achieve their malign ends, evil 

spirits enter the bodies of ordinary human beings. To fight the 

evil spirits, good spirits enter the bodies of witch doctors. 

Life and death are thus out of the hands of mortal men. 

The world of tribal man is so dominated by the spirits that 

some tribes will not eat birds because of the spirits that dwell 

in them, some will not eat fish, some are vegetarians and some 

eat meat ly. 

Tribal man is hemmed in, imprisoned by his ancestors. His 

horizons are only as wide as they permit. He is also oteoted 

by them. The rules are such that there are no orphans in the 

tribe, no misfits, no neurotics. And of course, the ancestral 

dead are hostile to ~hange . 

This, then, 1s .'t (he "oblique, the hard-to-know man." He is 
! 

the man who r 1sed /Nkrumah to power. He 1s the man whose press­; 

I\ 
ures led Jomo K "11Yatta to the Mau Mau and then to h1s lonely 

J , I 
prison-exile in a b;9-rren and isolated spot. He, tribal man , will 

have a oruci~i say
1
1n1 the future of Africa. 
I ' 

The ancestral df,ta~i notwithstanding, change is being imposed 
,) 

, \ I 

on h1m. How he re ,ots t~ the change will have a powerful bearing 
I 

on tomorrow's Afr1oa. 
I 

If the men inat gura,ting the new ways have the sense and the 

/ 
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.,,, 
·patience to preserve the finer qualities of the old ways and fuse 

these with the new, then we can expect something magn1f1oently 

new out of fr1c. 
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l'riute<l in E n~laml May 1957 . (4 ,000 pads) REDUCED RATE PLAIN LANGUAGE TELEGRAM 5/-t37 

--· 
C·ABLE AN:" WIRELESS (WEST LIMITED 
OFFICE ST A Mr & DATE 

OFFICIAL 

INSTRUCT IO NS 

INSTRUCT IO NS 
TO BE SIG NA L LEO 

. ) 
NO 

TIM[. 

( INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND ) 

C HAR GE 

NO. O F 
WO RDS 

CLERK'S NAME, NO. A ND CIRCUIT AND 
T IM E FORWARDED 

NOTICE : Thi• Telesram cannot be accepted unleH the Declaration at the foot of the Tele1ram I• previously filled in and sisned by the Sender. 
The indication LT ln .. rted between the double hyphen• before the AddreH of thl• Tele1ram is charced for a• one word . 

Plea.e wr ite the NA M E A ND ADDRESS in CAPITAL LETTERS. 

To ...... L T. .............. :Pi9i ~ ........... GJIB..1l .~ ... J~R.Q.W .......... .5.75 ... J4.API!?..QIT .... AY ... ~ .............. N.~.t.X.QRI.c. .... . 

........... ......................... ............... .... lm.AftGH ....... F..lf .... l ;a .. ... mr'.l'.l.~:e.t .X ... X.OVR .... H .... N.P..~ ........................ .. ................ ... ........... . 

...... ... .. ...... ..... .... .. ... .. ............. .. , ................................................................................................ . A.J3 AH.AMS .. .............. ...... : ........ .. .... ... .............. . 

I hereby declare that the text of the aboye Telecram I• entirely in plain lan1uase (the lanpap or lanpap• u•ed belns • ....... . ............ ........... . 
. .... . . ...... .......... . ) that it i1 written in accordance with the 1eneral usqe of the lan1ua .. or lan1ua1ea, and that it doe, not bear any mean• 

inc other tha n that which appean on the face of It. I requeot that the Telesram may be forwarded on the faith of the fore1oln1 declaration and 
subject to the condition• printed on back hereof by which I asree to be bound. 

s1a N A1 u RE A ND ADDR Ess of sENDER Pet er _ brabam.s , . The ; ~§t _l u_d.i _ .. _ Econ__., _ 
(Not to bcTelegraphed .) "I C. A U _ _ ,.__ _ ___ <::!~ .... -• V - -

• State here the lan1ua1e und. P.T .O. 
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CONDITIONS 

I. The Company or any Telegraph Company or Government Telegraph Administration by ·whom this 
telegram is or would in the ordinary course of the telegraphic service be forwarded, may decline to forward 
such telegram although it has been received for that purpose ; but in such case the amount paid for the trans­
mission will be refunded to the sender at his request. 

2. N_either the Company nor any Telegraph Company, or Government Telegraph Administration, by 
whom this telegram is or would in the ordinary course of the telegraphic service be forwarded, nor any of their 
respective officers or servants shall be liable to make compensation for any loss, injury or damage arising 
or resulting from non-transmission or non-delivery of the telegram, or delay or error or omission in the trans­
mission or delivery thereof, through whatever cause such non-transmission, non-delivery, delay, error, or 
omission shall have occurred even though occasioned by the ·neglect or default of such Company or 
Administration or any officer or servant in their employ. 

3. This telegram shall be forwarded in accordance with the provisions of the International Telegraph 
Regulations and the provisions of such Regulations shall be deemed to be binding between the sender and this 
or any Telegraph Company or Government Telegraph Administration by whom this telegram is or would 
in the ordinary course of the telegraphic service be forwarded. 

4. The above mentioned conditions also apply to telegrams tendered to or delivered by the Company 
by telephone, over a private line, or by any other means whatsoever. 

NOTE.-Reduced rate plain language telegrams (Letter Telegrams) are subject to special Regulations regarding 
delay in transmission and delivery. Full information respecting letter telegrams may be obtained at any of 
the Company's Offices. As these telegrams are subject to special arrangements they ca,mot be accepted 
/ or all destinations. 

CABLE AND WIRELESS (WEST INDIES) LIMITED 
(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND) 
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_j Cable : Browncurt 

r/J 
Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

June 2, 1966 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PoO. 
St . Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Peter: 

Am much relieved the delay was caused only 
by a p:,stal strike . New York has suffered 
from all sorts of crises but so far not 
from the mailmen. 

Harold Strauss is happy that you are going 
to try to make the changes he suggested 
and the contract is in the works now. I 
am puzzled by Innes Rose ' s concern over 
the Canadian market . Your last Knopf contract 
did stipulate Canada as an open market and 
the same arrangement will be followed in the 
new one o Actually, Faber will be so far ahead 
of Knopf that it's r ather academic, but it is 
an open market o 

Harold rather likes THIS ISLAND, NON but wants 
to give it more thought . 

Yours , 

. L..e~ 6L,_ 

MW/ ml 
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- Curtis Brown, Ltd. ~~-~- tr11.r-::-"~ 

--
~ 

-
-

60 East 5 6 Street, 

New York, N. Y. 10022 

Peter Abrahams, 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.Oo 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Esq. 

AEROGRAMME • PAR AVION 

~ ~~~~ 
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Cable: Browncurt 

ID Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Peter Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

March 30, 1966 

I 've been home with the flu or would have answered 
more promptly. 

I am well aware that Knopf have reservations about 
A PASSAGE IN TIME, but I ' ve had a good talk with 
Harold Straus and there is no doubt in my mind but 
that they do want to publish the book as it is , if 
that is the way you want it . Harold now understands 
this is the way you want it . He is writi ng you and 
I wantto hear what you think after you ' ve had his 
letter. 

MW/ml 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

575 Madison Avenue, 

New York 10022 

Peter Abrahams, 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O 
St. Andrew • 
Jamaica 

Esq. 
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~i~a ~ n . Tor rrgo , 
ccounts ep r ent , 

r: 1rt:.:.. s Br·own I Gd o 0 
60 Ea st 56 Str et 9 
~ .w. or k 1 22 ~ o o 

Dear Ui s Torrago , 

Coyrb( , 
Hed Hi l l s P . Oo 
S • A drm " 
J amPicr-i . 

D cember 9 , 1966 . 

I Bm sor ry you hPd to write t wice About my PnnuPl 
·u ,..,crip tion o the Dr r 11ti s• s Gui l d . I 1,.,v be n tr:iv .l l i ng . 

··r 11 you 1 se p .y this b • . l for !le . 

Yours sincerely , .,,"' --,.,-~ 1 I"' 

ter /\ . P 'lt ms 
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tfJ 
Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 

Peter Abr ahams , Esq. 
Coyaba, Red Hills , P. O. 
St . Andrews 
Jamaica, B.W. I. 

Dear Mr . Abr ahams : 

November 28, 1966 

I have not heard from you in answer to my letter of 
October 27th, in refer ence to your bill for membership 
t o t he Dr amatists Guild for the fiscal year of October 1,1966 
to September 30, 1967. 

The dues are $10 . May I hear from you as to y our 
decision. 

AT :rs t 
V 

~ r e~, l y , ~ -

/
.- Ann Torr ago 

Accounti ng Department 
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cb 
Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 

\ 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba , Red Hills, .O. 
t. Andrews 

Jamaica, B.W.I. 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

Octob~r 27, 1966 

The bill for the $10 dues for membership to the Dramatists 
Guild for the fiscal year of October 1, 1966 to 
September 30, 1967 is now due. Do you wish to renew 
your membership? 

The $10 dues which were paid August 19th, ~overed your 
membership to the Guild for 1965. r 

AT :rs 

I 
cerely,!, 

I 

go 
.Accounting Department 
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Cable: Browncurt 

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PoO. 
St . Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Peter : 

Decenber 9, 1966 

Harold Strauss has kept me informed about the chanp-es 
you have made in THIS.ISLAND, NOW and I am haopy to 
see that all seems to be going well . 

0 
We had no word about the British oublication plans . 
Wh~n do 4'abers olan to o blish? Ha,re you alerted John 
Farquharson to send me two copies of the British edition 
to register for ad interim co.oyri f".£ht here, in the event 
they are publishing before Knopf . 

Hope you are well and hapoy and that the new year will 
be a great one for youo 

Yours, 

~~ 

MW/ml 

P.So I just thought to check with Harold Strauss re British 
publication and he tells me that it will probably be 
next spring. Since it i s likely to precede Knopf ' s, will 
you please alert John Farquharson at that time to provide 
us with two copies for the ad interim cop riq;ht. 
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oyo·b,:, , 
Re d g:ill o P . Oe , 
St . An re , 

I 

c ·~u lier 6 , l96G 

rn."e a: 10,_ "' [, ·1 .. 1 t O\ er [ .... o-ur 
"JCZ?"T ~) .•. X ' '.) ..,..l S ?.~1.,i"'e ..,Q OTI CG re···J :?ou:: ·;/Cr' 
_ llflVU ·- ( • 't;':.! vu.:l.1 t.! :<{ pe • e . l f..!.ffi J.11 one 
n,L~ .... Lcl p . j. tll i1: 1..r:ci cn on tv:u 
.-: n· ~,!1 1 tu Dl>le G8 

e ~Qry f r 19G 
fr !, 0 - , r ::d "'o:c 196J 

f z2~G . · rah~ vaEy 0 ~ ~ yo 
vh h s e v re d 'Jl ot1 -'" sc r r 
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Cable: Browncurt 

r/J 
Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

August 9, 1966 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Peter: 

I 1m completely in sympathy with your trip 
to the wilds of Guyana -- these things 
are difficult to resist l I ' ll explain 
to Harold. Many thanks for · the signed 
agreement. 

Yours , 

~~ 

MW/ml 
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Cable: Browncurt 

r/J 
:urtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abra.hams, Esqo 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew, Jamaica 

Bear Peter: 

August 1, 1966 

I 'm beginning to worry about the Knopf agreement; 
I mailed it to you on June 16th. Let me know 
please if you haven ' t received it . 

Yours, 

MW/ml 

. I 
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r/J 
Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 

From the office of Martha Winston 

June 16, 1966 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St . ~ndrew, Jamaica 

Dear Peter: 

I'm enclosing t wo copies of the let ter 
agreement for THIS ISLAND , NOW. Keep 
one for your records, sign and return 
the other to me (not to Knopf). 

Many thanks. 

MW/ml 
Encl. (2) 

Yours, 

~~ UWI L
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Alfred. A. Knopf Incorporated 

PUBLISHER 0 F 

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK 

Telephone: PLAZA 1-2600 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

BORZOI B O O K S 

501 Madison Avenue 

New York (22), N. Y. 

June 13, 1966 

We formally accept THIS ISIAND, NOW as the option work under 

our agreement dated September 18, 1964, and all terms and conditions 

shall be exactly as stated in that agreement, except that the Anchor 

agrees to grant the Publisher an additional option on his next work 

of fiction following THIS ISLAND, NOW. 

This letter goes to you in duplicate. If, as we believe, it 

correctly expresses the understanding between us, please sign one copy 

where indicated and return it to us, and file the other with your copy 

of the agreement. Our check in payment of the advance will be mailed to 

your agent, Curtis Brown, Ltd., upon our receipt of the countersigned 

letter. 

AGREED: ____________ _ 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, West Indies 

WAK: sr 
(in duplicate) 

Yours faithfully, 

Secretary 
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Mi , _ [;:ir thi:.i Wi11 t on 9 

Curtis Brown Ltd . 9 

60 .... a. t 5G s ~ 
N v, Yorl,;: 22 9 :a . Y. 

DeAr r.JI"'rtha 9 

Au.c;U.., t 3 ~ 1966 

I ' m ·~ure you t?nd Harold Strauss thi:nk I ' m sti nker - and 
you ' r ri6 t . I hev bee.. .h- ving ;ronder ul ti:rr:o • n th wilds 
of whst used to b Bri tiQ_ Guiana =-:-ind i now Guyema over the 
past month. hO xplor rs pas.3in .:., through here invi tGc. m to 
c me lqn and si11ce this wr;i on of t he thi ngs I ' d .alway wan t ed 
Lo do 9 I 1 ft ovGrytnino- ... nd we11t . I hr:vc only just r turned 
~nd will now buckl e to on the much do ayed revi sion I l e t myse l f 
in for . Ee an an[; ,l rmd .ak, Je8cc wi t!1 I:. rold for me . I do not 
know preci ely het changes or additions I will make or jut when 
it wou te done but I will do it ~6 ~1c~ly a~ possi 1 ( all t · s 
is by ·ay of res~onoe to hi lettor of Jul y 7 th which j ut mi ' s d 
me a r -w ou J. 

I also return her with the letter of agr ment for th, book . 

·n~lly , I en loser l ong ovcrdu bill from the Dre.ma ti s t 
uild . Pl~ e pes i t on to 1i Sukerman an le topsy it 
or oe o 

ow I must write ·,o Innea Ro..,- who 0 I ' m sure 9 else thi nks rr:e 
s 101.1 y le.zy t i nkor . But tL trip ½a" wortl it nu e 1 ~11 
thf~ rich r Al1d hr;ppi .r for it o 

A v r 
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.. :::,., 

1i!i s :Martha Winston , 
Curti Brown Ltd., 
60 ~ast 56 Street , 
New York 10022 . N. Y. 

Dear MArth8 , 

Coyaba , 
Red Hi lls P. 0, • 
St . Andrew. 
Jamaica . 
May 25 , 1966 

Sorry about it but I have only just r ceived your 
lett r of lharch 30th ( es well th t- thllt of Hr>ro d Strau 
and at least 4'ifty other , inc udi ng th English. page proofs 
of the book) . We had a month long postal strike which ended 
about. thre weeks ago but there is till greAt confusion 
and en wful back og of m·il. 

I think you hould now go ehe d with the contract 
with Knopf and plee e tell Harold Struss that I shPll now 
go over the manuscript Pnd try to me t his poiu t of 
criticism which he itemises on page three of his letter of 
fu? rch 1st. ' soon a thi is don I wi l write him, and 
you. Inciden,tally , Faber£ who say they are publishd.ng this 
autumn ~-are not too h ppy about the title . hey wanted THE 
VOICE OF '.l.'HE ISLAND abou-t w ich I am not very happy; .. and 
l t ink we Pro now settling on THIS ISLAND, NO ·. This is 
from W.H. Auden ' s "Look stranger at this island now/ The 
lePping li ht -for your delight di.Jcover" etc . But since i ~ 
looks a though we 11 be publishing relatively different 
ver ions this may not be of intere t to Knopf. 

Fin~lly, Inne ose write rather pre ing y over 
the question of access to the Canadian m?.rket . He naturally 
wEint ... to give Faber an entry ther . I wes under thek impression 
that Canada h d be n treated as an 'open market' for both 
publishers . To the be~t of my knowledge thi was the ori ginal 
arrangement worked out by the publish rs and egents . But he 
s~ th British were xcluded fro C nada with the lat book . 
Do you thi nk you could sort this out with him? 

Your 
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Peter Abrahams, 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

\ 

Esq. 

Dear Petor Abr ahaw$: 

March 30, 1966 

I've been home with the riu or woul d have answered 
more promptly. 

I am well aware that Knopf have reservations about ,..·,.~ 
A PASSAGE IN TD1E, but I 1 ve had a ~ood talk with 
Harold Straus and there is no doubt in my mind but ·•····"' 
that they do want to publiDh the book as it is, it 
that is the way you want it. Harold now understands 
this is the way you want it. He is writing you and 
I wanr'to hear what you think after you 1ve had his 
letter. 

Yours, 

"m/ml 

~\ 'I t • It~ I 
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cb 
Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hi ls P. O. 

t . Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Peter: 

From the office of Martha Winston 

May 13 , 1966 

I 'm beginning to wonder if you ever received 
my letter of March 30th or Harold trauss' 
letter of about t he same date . I 'm enclosing 
a copy of my letter . Do let me hear from 
you and please note o new address . 

ours, 

~~ 

Mrv/ml 
Enclo 
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""'r I:iss "/in ston , 

Coyaba , 
Red Hills -P.O .. 9 

St . Andr ew ~ 
r t' i C • 

r,i c rch 9 9 1966 

::: hrvc juot received H, ruld Strnuss ' let er of T"r r ch 
t . It seems to me thPt ovor and rbove th c i tic· sm of 

poi ts of det il there is bcsic unh~ppine s rt Knopf Pbou t 
the structure of the book i tse f ., inopf is unhrppy about 
fir tone det 9 then nnother set of chrr 0 cters do~in8ting the 
story in diff erent cecti ons . This is how I intended it to 
b "'nd to do anythinc else i ::; to write -nothar stnry .. 

It se no to me t1+at i:'.:' -11ey publish , unle it is P 
complete ly re a- i tte s uO y tnat overco e this be s i c objection , 
they rr nc t likely to do so with ~ny r nl nt usi sm .. Pnd 
I knov 'his i not the sort of book that wills 11 itself; 
I kno; it is neither asy nor popul~r ut it i, oomething I 
re . l l y w ted to do .. 

In the circumstrinces 1 wonder whether i is n t 
un Pir to inoist on tl;,eir publii:.> 1i ng ecf'us of he o t ion 
business? u.y rclf-ltion.:::, with them hcve be n cordi~l o'ber 
c; :i.ch < lon perj.od of time th~t I would h:,:, e then t v,ve 
to publish c ything of mi c • EX uJ1w1.ll ingly. 

nywoy , the- point of this 
., help r !'.> -e u;, my mind. 

busi n ss; end I 1 c sure 
you no ld like to s e tp'en . 
Strru s until I PVe hePrd from 

not is 
.ou ' re 

there ' s 
,:1~11 d 
you . 

o .?sk for your 
on th, sJot; you 
, line of ,. ction 
fer ~nsw ring Hrrold 

Yours sincerely , 

·1 s ~J!rirthr' \''in..,ton 9 

Curtis Eron Ltd., 
575 :·ndiso v nue 9 

Ne~ York 10022 . 
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r/J C~rtis Brown°, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Hr . Peter brahams 
Coyaba Red Hi lls P.O. 
St. Andrew, Jama ica ,B.W. I . 

Dear .,..-'et er : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

Januar y 18 1966 

PAS AGE IN TIME seems to me a s illful.ly and 
absorbtngly writ ten book, and one 1, 1.ch d • ssect 
interestin 1 and sympathetical a fri htenin 
phenomenon of or times . As a ma Jaz · ne pr ospect 
I fee l its chances are slim . The indi idual lives 
with which t he , r iter gets involve at the start 
become i n the end secondary to the bur eonin 
politica situation . I a , s r e this is p ecisely 
what you intended , and I t hin t hat in ter ms o 
the book it wor s . But i n magazine terms t he tone 
is more contemplative and analytical than w at most 
of the editors are seekin at present . I will , 
however , s :'ow it to the Satur da; E°I ening Post an 
,e 111 see what the: say. 

I have , of cour se , iven the ribbon cop t Hartha 
forte book publisher . 

Yours , 

EJ/ern.m 
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Cable : Browncurt 

{D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P .o. 
St . Andrews , Jamaica 
B.W. I . 

Dear Peter: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

November 30, 1965 

I am ver y glad to tell you that the Holiday editors find ENYA 
acceptable and they are putting through payment . 

Harry Nickles has asked me to tell you that they'll do the necessary 
cutting in the shop and will , of course , show you proofs for your 
approval . Also, he says not to ..orry about pictures because their 
Art Department likes to plan its own photogra phic coverage. And 
he sends you his warmest regards . 

So do I , as ever, 

EJ/blk 
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Cable: Browncurt 

r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams , Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrews, Jamaica 

Dear Peter : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

November 17, 1965 

This is just to l et you know that T NYA has arrived s fely 
and is on i t s way to Harry Nickl es at Holida . It doesn ' t 
seem to me as polished a piece as it could be , but I know 
you were pressed for time and I 'm s re the editors at Holiday 
uill understand. • • ...-

c1__ 
Emili e Jaco son 

EJ/blk UWI L
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tiJ Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

Peter Abrahams, 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Peter: 

Cable : Browncurt .,_ 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Esq. 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September 21, 1965 

This i s in reply to yours of August 9th w~ich was held for my 
return from vacation and I , in turn, had t o hold it until Harry 
Nickles of Holiday returned just now from his vacation. Since 
you are traveling in Africa as I write, I expect the delay won ' t 
matter a great deal and this will greet you on your r eturn home. 

The point is that Holiday says to take a little more time with 
the article if the mid-October deadline makes you feel pressed. 
They woul d hope to have the manuscript by November 1st . If you 
find it absolutely necessary I think they would stretch it to 
November l ~th. All of which I hope will take some of the 
pressure off in the writing of the pieceo 

I hope, too, that your journey was an exciting and rewarding one. 

My best to you, 

FJ/evs 
Emili e J? on 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Pet er Abr ahams , Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills, P.O. 
St . Andrews 
Jamaica., B.W . I . 

Due f r om A. A. Knopf Inc . 
f or royal ties to Mar ch 31, 196.5. 

Less : 1.5% Commis s i on 
Merchandise 

By check her ewit h ••••. 

$.5 .40 
9.27 

Alan C, Collin,, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, SecretarJ 

August 6, 196.5 

14. 67 

$21.3.5 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



tfJ Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P .o • 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

July JQ I 1965 

Allow me to introduce ieyself. I am head of the motion 
picture department at Curtis Brown. 

For the past few months I have been trying to interest 
several producers in A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN, as I think 
it 1s a very exciting book and could lend itself very well 
to a motion picture. Peter Thomas in California is co­
representing the book with us as I felt it would be a 
difficult sale and one wi ich needed co-representation on 
the Coast. 

The resistance to the book has been, of course, the African 
situation, and no one knows just how to get around it. 
I pass the following suggestion on for what it's worth, 
and I have absolute~ no comment about it because it is just 
an idea that Mr. Thomas proposed. What do you think about taking 
the book and making it a World War II story about a :European 
underground? 

I felt I should pass this along to you for your reaction 
as we must get your feelings on everything, and I would be 
interested in hearing your thoughts on the matter. 

Sincerely, 

BK:jm 

Blossom Kahn 
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i os L!. i l i e J, cobson ; 
Cur ~i..; ,: O\,n Ltd ~ 9 
575 .iPdi:..,on Avenue , 
! ..... YO\: 100 22 . ~. M. 
ur . s . A. 

D r • ilie , 

Coy ·b~ , 
.ea :Tills P .. O. 
St .. 1'\n clrm1 , 
J .('iC.., • 

J ul y 22 , 1965 

I < 11 ~e t to boo ~Pss ~e end Jctti n, P ~ittle nxious 
bou t the I olidr y ·actv '"'nce r onoy. I f it is not yet on t .. c w. y 

~ill you orse exp~dite? 

I r rr on t.ie l!"':Jt twenty • ",eu of t.10 ...,oo n ..., ould 
bo clone with it someti r c i n t h cor.... i n i \,ec·~ • r-bcr i 1 
cont . ct for t ,. bt Afric, t-rip . 

he ne v nova \,ill , c type a urin , y flbnoncc rn h u l d 
be r e,, "y on .n.y return i n , rly c te1 bcr . I ;;:; ould li.h.c to 
l oo . i t over e tf5mee sc ai it ou.t to yo :i. "nd Innes ~owe 
5i,n onclon . It i:.:i sti ll too close for .c to try rn objecti ve 
DSSC Gmr. en • 

e~t re~· rds . 

.., ince elJ 

) ter brr . .r1 .3 
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Cable: Browncurt 

{D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 515 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Al::n:hams, 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Peter Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

May 25, 1965 

Thank you for yours of the 18th. The editors at foliday 
are qui te willing to go along ith the schedule you propose , 
and unless you notify me of a change in your timetable they 
will plan to get a check for one thousand dollars into my 
hands by about the middle of July. I t rust this will f i t in 
with your pl ans but if not , don't hesitate to let me know. 

If you could deliver t he completed article by October 15th, 
the editors woul d be well pl eased. 

I will sell Holiday only North American serial rights when 
the time comes (this traditionally implies right of first 
publication) which means that book rights will be clear for 
Faber and, hopefully, Knopf once Holiday has published. You 
might also be abl e to arrange for a magazine or ne,spaper sale 
in Engl and or else, here f ollowing Holiday 's publication. 

Harry Nickl es sends his regards , as do I . 

EJ/blk 
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Ca bl e : Browncurt 

r/J Cm·tis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams , Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Peter Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, P resident 
P er ry H . K nowlton, Vice President 
Ne ll ie Su kerman, Secreta ry 

April 27 ,. 1965 

This is a belated answer to yours of March 23rd, belated 
because the Hol iday situation remained in abeyance until 
the Editor in Chief Don Schanche returned a few days ago 
from a trip to the Orient. 

The editors at Holiday were disappointed to learn that 
because of financial considerations you've had to postpone your 
Afri can t rip indefinitely. They are really anxious for your 
RETURN TO AFRICA article and have, accordingly, made the 
following proposition: If t t would enable you to make the trip 
earlier, they are willing to advance you one thousand dollars , 
fi ve hundred dollars of which 1,JOul d be considered expenses . The 
other five hundred would be against the final price of two 
thousand dol lars they will pay for the finished article . 

I realize that inasmuch as you ' re well al ong with the first 
draft of a new book you may not now wish to alter your present 
schedule even with this additional financial backingo But will 
you think it over, please, and let me know at your earliest 
possible convenience? 

Knopf ran a fine ad for NIGHT OF THEIR OWN in yesterday's New 
York Times . I hope it will sell many copies . 

Best wishes, 

~ 
Emilie 

E'Jievs 
P. S. When you come to the final typing of the new book, I hope 
you will be able to make two carbons so that I can get an early 
start on serial of fer with the first carbon which should, 
preferably, be on opaque papero 
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Cab le : Browncurt 

r/J Cuctis Brnwn, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abr ahams , Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hill P. O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, B.W. I . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H . Knowlton, Vice President 
Ne llie Sukerman, Secretary 

Harch 16, 1965 

Following. the r ecent editorial upheaval t he Hol iday people 
have been sorting out their assignment list and have confirmed 
to me the piece they have assigned to you provisionally entitled 
RETURN TO AFRICA. The l et t er from Harry Nickles goes on to sa,Y : 

11We will look for a sweeping yet personalized piece 
running to 10, 000 words ., and would like to set the 
deadline at September 1. Peter 's fee will be $2, 000 
this time , in consideration of the unusual lengt h we are ••• 
calling for . We will pay nomi nal expenses of about 
t\JOO but may go beyond that . "fi'gur e it if hampers him 
i n his wo r k f or Holiday . Pl ease advise him to submit what­
ever re ceipts he acquires . And wish him 6 odspeed f rom re . 11 

I realize that you may have already left f or Africa and, if' so , this 
will gr eet you upon your return. 

Sincerely, 

-\ . 

Emili 

EJ/blk 
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(D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H . Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

Peter Abr ahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew, 
Jamaica 

Dear I'1r . Abrahams: 

March 1, 1965 

Do you have a photograph of yourself that you 
send me? We would very much like to have one 
our office 11 gallery" , with your inscription. 
this isn ' t too much of a bother . 

Many thanks . 

Sincerely, 

lid/jmc 

Martha Winston 

could 
for 
I hope 
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Ca hl e: Browncurt 

r/J Cm·tis Brnwn, Ltd . 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams , Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hill P. O. 
St . Andrew 
Ja1T1aica, B.W. I. 

Dear Peter Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice Pres id ent 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

February 4, 1965 

I am sorry to say that the Saturday vening Post declined 
A NIGHT F THEIR OWN . 

1

They say they have done so much non­
fiction on the subject of race relations that they pre.fer . 
not to deal with that particular theme in fiction . I also~ 
on the off- chance, tried McCall's since they are wide open 
for fiction at pre.sent, but it was too complex and political 
in orientation f or them. Both magazines commented on the 
book's excellence, which I hope will be some small comfoTt. 

We are now too close to Knopf's publication date for me to 
continue offering serial rights . I 'm praying that the book 
will have the success it deserves . It is one of the mos.t 
interesting and i mpressive novels I've had t he pl easure of 
reading in many a long day. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ 
Elnilie 

EJ/ blk 
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Cable: Browncurt 

(D Cuctis Brnwn, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter . brahams , Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hill P. O. 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica , B.W. I . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Pe rry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Suke rman, Secretary 

December 29, 196ti 

Just a note to say that I 've now got hold of a set of bound 
galleys of A NLrHT OF THEIR OWN and have read the book with, 
i mmense absorbtion and admiration. I congratulate yo u on 
a very f ine job , and if it doesn ' t do well as a boo I shall 
be bitterly disa ppointed. 

The serial markets here are few and far between these days , 
and we have ver y littJ.e time in which to wor e -- I never was 
able to pr y loose a r.;i.anuscript copy -- but I am showing it to 
t he Satur day Evening Post and we must hope for the best . 

With every good wish for a fine i:fo , Year , 

EJ/blk 

Sincerely, 

Gk1~ 
ll 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abr ahams , Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
st . Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear~~. Abrahams: 

October 7, 1964 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

Many thanks for yours of October 2nd . You can be sure I ' ll 
say nothing to Knopf about the non- f iction idea until you 
tell me to . 

Your messages have been passed on to Miss Jacobson and Miss Sukerman . 
Have a good t r ip and keep in touch. 

All good wishes , 

Md/ jmc 

Martha Winston 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams , Esq~ 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

October 29, 1964 

I have had a re uest from D. Van Nos trand Company for permission 
to include an excerpt from your article THE BLACKS in a paperback 
college textbook . They have asked for world rights and the 
book would sell for ~1.45. 

I told them that I would have to check with you, but when I 
quoted a fee , provided you aoproved, of $100 their reaction 
was one of near outrage. After exclamations of "exorbitant" 
and "everyone el se has granted permission for free" and 
"dessimation of knowledge" I explained that this was the rate 
of payment you had received before on three occasions and if 
anything, it was more than fair o 

Well , they cameback with an offer of $25 . As everyone knows , 
the textbook end of oublishing is by far the most steadily 
lucrative and their expectation that an author should work 
for them for nothing frankly burns me UP o They asked that 
I transmit the offer to you, however , and so here it is o 

Should you be willing to allow them to use the piece in the 
first place , I can only recommend that you authorize me to 
accept nothing less than -. 100 for world rights ~ ~60 for 
U.S. and Canadian rights . If you feel other wise , I shall 
of course accede to your wishes . 

Yours truly, 

James Mccawl ey 
Permissions Department 
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Coyabn , 

Red !ill3 'P oO. 
St. Andrew . 
J ~maicr> . 

Pore~ber 4, 1964 

r. _ Fr. 1
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t.he agancy •ii· th vvhi ch. 1"-.:.k in r1·ii-: • ly r 1 l'lg vi "'Gh 
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~, ~, r ·;;,t --c11 ~ s -·. .: a . 
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matter s I should lik 
y v. -hink 

.r . u cmes Mc Criv:-ey i 
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C r ti 6 ..:r.c o m L t.,cl. 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esqo 
Coyaba 
Red Hills, P.0o 
St . Andrews 
Jamaica, B.W. I . 

Due from Alfred A. Knopf Inc . 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September 25, 1964 

$1500. 00 
for advance on signature of A HIGHT OF THEIR 01,,irn . 

Less: 10% Commission 
Dr amatists Gui ld dues 

Holding ..... 

$150. 00 
48 . 00 198 . 00 

$1302 000 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 57 5 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esqo 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew Jamaica 
B.W. I . 

Dear Mr. Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September 22 , 1964 

I am enclosing your copy of t he cont ract for A NI GIIT OF THEIB 
am, signed by Knopf . The check f or the advance will De going 
out to you on Friday the 25th. 

Kno pf has assured me that they will return your manuscri~t when 
their product i on depar tment finishes with it , although t hey 
routinely hold on to manuscripts for a peri od in case there are 
problems with alterati ons and such. 

Sincerely, 

~~ch 

MW/jmc 
enc . 
P.S. Emilie Jacobson showed me your letter about your t o 
travel in Africa . The menti on of a possible book is intrigui~g. Is 
it too soon to sound out interest at Knopf? If you would write me more 
ful ly about the pr oJ· ect I ' d be del.ie:hted t o do so. 

M artha Wmsfon 
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Cable: Browncurt 

ID Cucds Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P . O. 
St . Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September 17, 1964 

Hany thanks for yours of the lhth. I am conveying the 
gist of it to Holiday and will let you know as soon as 
I hear from them about terms . It may take a lQttle while 
since Harry Sions is away at present . Meanwhile, have 
you any idea about when , approximately, ou will be making 
the trip to Africa? 

EJ/blk 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

Peter Abrahams , Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hil ls P. O. 
st . Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear ¥.11' . Abrahams : 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September 3, 1964 

With great pleasure I am sending you herewith the Knopf 
contract for A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN. 1~ ould you be good enough 
to sign and have the copyfwitnessed and return it to me , at 
which time I shall have a copy signed by Kno pf sent to you 
together with a check for the advance. 

It would be helpf ul too if you would fill out the enclosed 
author ' s questionnaire and return it to me at the same time . 

}i,J/jmc 
enc . 

Sincerely, 

Martha Winston 
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Cable: Brovvncurt 

tiJ Cu,tis Brnwn, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abr ahams , Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica , B.W. I. 

Dear Hr . Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

August 18, 196Lt 

I was delighted to learn, upon my return from vacation, 
that a letter had come from you in my absence and that , 
subsequently, Hartha Winston has sold your novel to Knopf. 
I have arranged with them to let me borrow a copy to see 
what the serial possibilities may be , but it will be several 
weeks before they will have one available . I 111 repo1~t to , , 
you in due course on that score. 

:Meanwhile, Harry Sions of Holiday has asked whether you would 
like to write a sweeping HReturn- to-Africa 11 article with your 
impressions of Africa today contrasted to the Africa you re­
member . Space limitations would necessitate your confining it 
to two or three specific places , certainly South Africa if 
possible , and Ghana , or others of your choosing, all woven into 
one journey. The outside limit of length for the article -rould 
be approximately ten thousand words . 

Harry says he does not need any personality portraits at this 
time, though perhaps he may later on . 

:-Jill you let me know, please , how you feel about the assignment 
he sugGests? 

Sincerel y, 

~:~ J2~<!--:~ 
Emilie Jacobson 

ZJ / mlb 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

Peter Ahrahams , 
Coyaba 
2ed Bills i-' . O. 
St . A.ndrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Hr . t.brahams: 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

Aui:;ust lh, 1964 

I em r1ost gratefn] for the co0ies of' your letters to Harold 
~·trauss . He has had an extra r:ihotocopy rn.arle of' the rrR11'--'R~riot 
and in a few weeks will lend it to vMi lie ,Jacobson f01~ 
ma-_i;azine offer . 

Thank you too for +,he in!'orr,p+,i'.)!1 ab(1 t1t the Canadian market . I 
an 1oin1? c>head wHh the contract . Actual v 10'~ or the retail , 
12¥~ and 15~ js the eo11ivalent c:' 17-j-%, 21~ and 25% of nnb7 i'3hP,rs 
charge~ . !he nresent scale is a bit bet~er in that it rises after 
5,ooo conies rather than a.ft8r 6 , 000 in your earlier contracts • 

.. , 
t t.. , ... ._ Lt-.-.. 

n /:imc 

Martha Win ston 
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.. . a . o.r ha Win t n , 
Curtis Br rn Ltd. , 
575 lfadi· n Avenu, 
New Y rk. • 

Dear kii s Winst n 

---C ;yaba , 
cd ills .o. 

St . Andre • 
, r· '"'i ca • 

Wh n r n te f Ju y 31 , uetting th-
pr p ed c n r t t I l ked up th terrr:. f c I1trnc 
under w.hich Kn f h.., -publinhed zn thr e previous ks . Thes~-

b an C m t / p to tho 12th G f Ju.n 5 0 TJ.:l 
f th~t n·trr.,ct u : c. r ty =. 17 f th-

publis h~rgc itu .c.n r n ·vs up t nnd inc . ing 
6 , 000; - n p . ont (21% n ddi al c p~es up t and 
including 10 , 000 c p • • fiv rc~nt (25p) th r ,-
n • t .. riy , t tG prop G d i • 

y .,11 on tto '-h ' i . I 
d it i i d lo y 

S u l: tL nt o d 
r 9 r t ~h,..,n the terms 

1. - EJ c - Y7ith Kn want c ... t et 
n tr sur ld l.d 1 thinl~ I 
u d i c muc tter m k • ci n aft r 
tti ur guiu~n ~nd 

r ar dt. ini t ly publinhi11g in , rnd ell can 
ay Canada in th~t I o o n hi.::. fil 

dpt t . mb r 6 9 1 55 f s- oy -M~~'!"!tt' Li terar 
:'..gen n whie.h it o b n F b r 
r-rnd t 1at C'"'nad s u I kot . 1 r yself 

proJ)t,_rod t pu'b w rk , ut ·h . 
iE nu lly tJt:i?ft-c t r • 

I 

Y urs sine rel , 

Pt r reh .. 

I 

. ( 

\ 
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(D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

July 31, 1964 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

I've discussed contract terms with Harold Strauss and the offer 
is $1500 on signature of contract on account of 10% of the 
retail (list) price on the f irst 5,ooo copies; 12½% on the next 
5,ooo and 15% thereafter. If this is acceptable please let me 
know and I'll go ahead with the contract. Would you also please 
tell me if Faber has taken the book and if they have Canada, 
or can it be i nclused in the Knopf contract? 

Sincerely, 

Mlv/jmc 
dictated, but not signed. 

Martha Winston 
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Dar ~ i sr inst n , 

C Jeb~ 
Re i ll.... • O. 
St • . An drew 
JamP.itm 

July 3 9 1964 . 

H~r with c ies f the l~tt r IL n Hv~ ld vrLuss, 
which h uld -put ;reu int the • tctur~~ n .11 th8t h~z s d 
b~tw Jn us thi~ far . 

Fr .. m f' thes y u will th re is :£ bi t :f 
pr bl m ab ' t . u r q :! t f r a c rb n f +.L :m nus_,,r i:pt. 
If y u f 1 thi is very im rtant I will h?ve Pc py 

spoclslly- m de f r y&u . 

Ye :r s i ne r'!ly 

I 
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/ I 
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tiJ Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
st. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

July 23, 1964 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

Further to rrry note of yesterday, I talked to Harold Strauss 
this morning and know of his suggestions for changes. He is 
sending the manuscript to me and I'm looking forward to reading 
it with pleasure after listening to Mr. Strauss's enthusiast ic 
comments. I am sure they want to do the book but may I 
suggest that you send me carbons of your 1etters to him 
they would be most helpful in my contract negotiations. 

Sincerely, 

l~~- L~~ 

MN/jmc 

P.S. I am sure Emilie Jacobson will want a carbon of the novel 
to consider for magazine possibilities. 

Martha Winston 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams , Esqo 
Coyaba 
Red Hills, PaO. 
St o Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr o Abrahams : 

uly 22, 1964 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

As Edith Van l yke has written you, I'll be Yfl.Ost happy to work with 
you on THE PASSI NG lUG T. It 1 ould be enormously helpful if 
I co'ld read the novel and if you have a carbon I would much 
anpreciate havtng i t . I have been in touch with arold Strauss 
and hope to have a Hord for you before too long., 

Sincerely, 

~ 1--- t~ ~ --\ 

lvM/jmc 

Martha Winston 
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Cable: Browncurt 

(D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. o. 
st. Andrew 
Jamaica, B. W. I. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

July 17, 1964 

Mrs. Haggard retired from the agency business over a year 
ago, but she is in New York and I have read her your letter 
over the phone. She was delighted to hear from you after 
such a long silence and has asked me to send you her very 
best wishes. She, incidentally, is the same as ever, if 
not prettier. She has an informal scouting job with Double­
day, but it involves no office work and she's blooming in 
her new-found leisure. Her address, should you wish to write 
her a note, is 212 East h8th Street, New York City 17. 

Emilie Jacobson, who has replaced Mrs. Haggard as manager 
of our magazine department and would ordinarily be handling 
your work, is on vacation so I am taking care of the matters 
mentioned in your letter. 

I read Harry Sions the pertinent parts of your letter. He·, 
too, was delighted to hear from you and he deeply appreciates 
your kind words about Ted Patrick. He is looking into· the 
African assignments and I'll let you know what he says. 

Martha Winston of our book department will handle THIS PASSING 
NIGHT and you will be hearing from her about it. 

Yours sincerely, 

zdiJ (J<J/1 54~ 
Fili th Van' Slyck 

EVS/mlb 
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H O L I D A Y A Ourti, Publication• Independence Square, Phiuuklphia 6 Penna. 

HARRY SIONS, Editorial Director 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew, Jamaica 

Dear Peter: 

May 1, 1963 

I'm enclosing ~ists of restaurants for your friendsi 
Mr. and Mrs. Potorowoski. I hope they find them 
useful. 

I'm delighted that you're working on a novel again, 
and look forward most eagerly to reading it. 

It would be wonderful if you would come to visit us 
in Philadelphia. Let me know when you expect to be 
this way. 

Yours, 

HS/gg 
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{D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200. 

Peter Abrahams, Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills, P .. o. 
St. Andrews 
Jamaica, B.W. I . 

Due from Jacob Drachler 
for anthology use of excerpt THE BLACKS 
to appear in Afr ican Heritage Reader. 

Less: 10% Commission 

By check herewith . • ••• 

..• 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 
April 5, 1963 

$100. 00 

10. 00 

$90000 UWI L
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Curtis 'Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

AIB MAIL 

Peter Abrahams , Es . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P . O. 
St . Andrew 
Jamica, B.W.I. 

Dear Mr . Abrahams~ 

I ' m enclosing a copy of our Februar 
ne er r e ched you . I do hope o 11 
abo t this as soon as possi bl e . 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukennan, Secretary 

Ma h 20 , 1963 

12th lette i n case it 
let us hear f rom you 

S • ncerel , J'1 
~~ 

/ Mar l e :h; rt 
I 

o s De-par tme t 

e c . 

Magazines: Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Miss Emilie Jacobson Books: Perry H. Knowlton, Miss Martha Winston 
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t/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, B.W.I. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams, 

Cable: Browncurt 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

February 12, 1963 

Langston Hughes has been commissioned to do a.n anthology 
for Indiana University Press called POEMS FROM BI.A.CK AFRICA, 
and he has asked tha. t we appeal to you so that he can in­
clude your "Me, Colored; Lonely . Roadn in it. Mr. Hughes' 
permissions deadline is fairly pressing, so I 1d like to 
ask for as quick a decision from you as possible • 

. 
If your reply is positive, would you be goqd enough to 
send on the source of this poem and the COI]yright line 
as I have not been able to locate in our files any in­
fornation aoout it which would enlighten me? Thank you 
very much. 

/ces 

Sincerely, 

Carl E. Stepney 
Permissions Department 

PlS. Mr. Hughes is offering a fee of $20.00. 
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Cable: Browncurt 

ID Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyoba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 
B.W.I. 

Dear Peter Abrahams: 

December 17, 1962 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

Many thanks for yours of December 12tho Of course, 
I understand your wishes,and your decision to say 
no to Charles Sachs' offer is wise in view of the 
fact that you appear anxious to get on with another 
novel. We 111 look forward to that booko 

I am passing your decis,ion .on to Charles Sachs 
through his agents. 

Have a wonderful holi seasono 

You~~ \s, 
Warren Bayless 

WB/jl 
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1. NAME OF INDIVIDUAL, PARTNERSHIP, OR CORPORATION TO WHOM PAID 2. STREET ADDRESS 3.COUNTRY 

Pater Abrabama Coyaba Red Hilla 
CITY 

. o. St . Judi-ewe, Jamaica, B.W.I. 
4. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PAYER SHOU LD BE ENTERED HERE IF DIF- 5. NATURE OF INCOME (SUCH 6. GROSS AMOUNT OF 7. RATE 8. AMOUNT OF TAX WITHHELD 

FERENT FROM WITHHOLDING AGENT'S AS INTEREST. DI VIDENDS. INCOME PAID OF TAX 
ETC.) 

Royalties s llll~uO s 

9. AMOUNT OF TAX RELEASED OR REFUNDED, IF ANY 

s 
10. NAME AND ADDRESS OF WITHHOLDING AGENT 11. NAME AND ADDRESS OF A<.ENT FOR WITHHOLDING AGENT 

Curt.i s rovn, Ltd. 
S7S Madiaon Avenue 
New York 22, 

Form 1042S 
U.S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

li . Y. 

U.S. ANNUAL INFORMATION STATEMENT OF INCOME PAID TO 
NONRESIDENT ALIENS, ETC. (Under Chapter 3, Internal Revenue Code) 

(COPY FOR PAYEE) 

1962 
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U.S. INCOME TAX FILING REQUIREMENTS 
Every nonresident alien individual , nonresident alien fiduciary source. Return forms and instructions may be obtained at any 

and nonresident foreign corporation must file a United States income United States Embassy or Consulate or you may write for infor-
tax return unless the tax on his entire income from sou rces within rnation to the Director of International Operations, Internal Rev-
the U_nited States bas been full y sat isfied by withholding at the enue Service, Washington 25, D.C., U.S.A. 

-----------------
Toute personne etrangere nonresidente, tout depositaire ou 

fiduciaire etranger nonresident, et toute societe anonyme etrangi-rc 
nonresidente des Etats-Unis d'Amer ique doit deposer une declara­
tion d'imp6t sur Jes revenus aux Etats-Unis si l'imp6t sur Jes revenus 
entiers re\us de sources aux .Etats-Unis n'a pas ete enti erement 

Todo individuo extranjero no residente, todo fiduciario extranjero 
no residente y toda corporaci6n extranjera no residente tienen que 
radicar una declaraci6n (U.S.A.) de contribuci6n sobre ingresos a 
menos que la contribuci6n sobre sus ingresos totales de procedencias 
dentro de los Estados Unidos fuere totalmente satisfecha completa-

Alie nicht am Platze wohnende aus laendische Einzelpersonen. 
Treubaender und Aktiengescllschaften muessen Einkommensteuer­
Erklaerungen fuer die Vereinigten Staaten von Am erika abgeben, es 
sei denn, class die Steuer auf das gesamte aus Quell en innerhalb der 
Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika bezogene Einkornmen in voller 
Hoehe an der Quelle einbehalten wurde. Di e Formulare fu er 

pen;u par voie de retenue a la source. D es declarations 
d'imp6t sur Jes revenus et les renseignements peuvent etre obtenus 
it I' Ambassade ou aux Consulats des Etats-Unis d'Amerique, ou vous 
pouvez ecrire pour renseignements au Director of International Op­
erations. Internal Revenue Service, Washington 25 , D.C., U.S.A. 

mente mediante retenci6n en su nrigen. Las formas de declaraci6n 
y las instrucciones pueden obtenerse en cualquier Embajada o Con­
sulado de los Estados Unidos, o la informaci6n necesaria puede 
obtenerse del Directo r of International Operations, Internal Revenue 
Service, Washington 25, D .C., U.S.A. 

Einkommensteuer-Erklaerungen sowie Vorscbriften koennen von 

jeder beliebigen Botschaft oder Konsulat der Vereinigten Staaten 

von Amerika bezogen werden oder es kann schriftlich beim: 

Director of International Operations, Internal Revenue Service, 

W ashington 25, D.C., U.S.A., um Auskunft gebeten werden. 
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• 
Ca bl e : Browncurt 

•• tr/J 
• Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esqo 
Coyoba 
Red Hills P. Oo 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, B. W.Io 

Dear Peter Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

December 12 , 1962 

Will you please give me your answer to my letter of 
November 8th concerning the screenwriting request • 
from Charles Sachs re THE AF'E,ICAN by William Contono 
The producer is prodding me for an answer through 
his agentso 

I will be eager to have some word that the material 
arrived and that you have reached a decision. 

I 
Sincerezy, 

WB/jl 
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Mr . C r l . St epn y , 
Fermi s i ons Dep r en t , 
Curti Brown Ltd., 
575 M di o venue , 
New ork 22 , 
U. S. A. 

De Mr . St epney, 

6th November , 1962 . 

Sorry bout t he del yin ans ering 
yo etter of the 26th Octobe . I 

inclined no t to gran t permis ion for 
"he B acks " to be repro uced by i s 
Rho de Terra. I t i no t the price 
t he t both r me but r ther the f ct 
tha t thi thi ng h r. been re produced 
numb r of t i me al r eady nd I myse l f 
have c rt in ide .s bout u ing it a 
littl 1 t er . For t hi s re son I wan t 

void over expo ing i . 

Be ree rds . 

Yours i ncere y , 

PA/ul . Pe t er .brah s . 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

¥.r. Peter Abraha~~ 
C:oyaba 
Red Hills Po Oo 
st. Andrew 
Jrunaica, B.W. I. 

Dear Hr o Abrahams, 

Cable : Browncurt 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collin,, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

October 26, 1962 

Miss Rhoda de Terra for Henry Z. 'Walck, Inc • is putting 
together a projected book AFRJCA ADVENTURF.S Dir EYE-1'1Tl'-
1JESS HISTORY. This antholo13y, when realized, will com­
prise the works of some fifty authors, and it is ~iss de 
Terra I s hope that you will gre.nt pennis sion to her to 
include your '1P~ BLACKS in ito 

She thinks this piece is very worthwhile, and hopes that 
her being able to pay as tops a fee of st20o00 will not 
be the weighing factor to gp against her. I had asked 
for much more, but she says she simuly cannot pay it, 
and therefor this letter to you. Should I a~cent or de­
cline on your behalf? Please .let me know. 

TELL PREF.DO!'~ was a nrovocative experience for me, and 
~vhenever I see "poetry with dirt on its face" I mentally 
go back to youi It was a uleasure meetin~ you last :vearQ 

/ces 
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Mr. Wrrren D. Bayless , 
[essr Curti s Brown Ltd, 
575 Madi s on Avenue , 
New York 22 , 
New York. 

Denr ] r . Bayless , 

Th nk you f or your l etter 
of Februery 23rd , l962 . I am quite 
happy to go long with your strong 
reco1 end, tion to ch n~e Cl8u se 10 
o f the Agreement wi t h "°rr,nch if you 
thlnk th t i s the be s t t hing to do , 
so pl e8se go ahea and arr nge it. 

Yours sincerely , 

)?/1 ' 
Peter, f br ah ams 

PA/ mph 
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Cable: Browncurt 
I 

, r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyoba 
Red Hill s P. O. 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica, 
B. W •. I. 

Dear Peter Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

February 23, 1962 

·..( 

Under the agreement dated s4tember 27, 1961 between you 
and William Branch for t he k ~l laboration of your novel 
A WREATH FOR UDOMO , whi ch was subsequent ly presented last 
November in London, Clause Ten states that all compensa­
tion due you and Branch (as aut hors) on the sale of sub­
sidiary rights (stock, amateur publication and performance 
royalty, etc. ) shall be equally shared providing the play 
runs twenty-one performances o As the play ran only about 
four performances this share i s to be 75% to ~ou and 25% 
to Branch. 

William Branch ' s agent at MCA called me yesterday to t ell 
me that he has a slim nibbl e on amateur publicati on rights 
and also there is a possibility he can come up with a 
German stage offer of A WREATH FOR UDOMO, but he also 
told me that William Branch, whose permission is necessary, 
does not f eel it worthwhile consider ing t hat hi s share is 
so little. Frankly, I don ' t either, as these subsidiar y 
rights seldom amount to a great deal of money. However, I 
told the agent I would ask ·i f you would be willing to 
forgo this Clause Ten as it no:w stands and agr ee to a 50/50 
split right down t he line on all future pr oductions, pub- , 
lication, and perhaps even the motion pict ure royalties 
(providing, of c~urse, the lat ter can be accompli shed). 

I strongly recommend that you give this careful considera­
tion and that we accept the offer. The. CA agent has . 
excellent contacts and can per haps be in a position t o 
aid and abet all of our activities in placing this play 
elsewhere . If you will agree to this change we will send 
along a letter for your signature which we can attach to 
the Basic Agreement,and activities to bring you some 
income can then be initiated. I do hope you will agree 
to this 50/50 split. 

lDrcirm~-
warren D. Bayless 

WDB/jl 
Magazines: Mrs. Sewell Haggard. Miss Emilie Jacobson Books: Perry H. Knowlton, Miss Martha Winston 
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Cable : Browncurt 

.. .... ... 

r/J Curtis Brown, L td. 575 M adison Avenue, N ew York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, .Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red nills P. O. 
St . Andrew, 
Jamaica, 
British West Indies 

Dear Mr. Abrahams~ 

Alan C. Collins, P residen t 
Nellie Sukerman, Secreta ry 

October 19, 1961 

Mrs. Haggard is out of the office on a combined 

business and vacati on trip to London, and I will be at her 

desk until her return in November. 

By now you will have received Harry Sions 1 

letter, so t his is just to confinn that, although they 

would like a few revisions in your piece about the Ghana 

Embassy, they are putting through payment i mmediately. 

Sincer ely, 

FJ :rm 

al 

I B k Claire S. Degener, Pl ays, Fi lms, Television 
Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H . Know ton, oo ·s 

• 
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(D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq., 
Coyoba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St . Andrew. 

Dear • Peter·: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September 28, 1961. 

I hasten to get the attached contract with amendment 
off to you . I do hope that you will sign it and return 
it to me by air mail . At long l ast Chambers has gotten 
up the money for a pr oduction at the Lyric Hanunersmith in 
London . Bill Branch and I have kept the terms as tough 
as we could , and I of course am so anxious _that the play 
get a hearing, which now it wil l starting October 29th at 
the Lyri c Hammersmith . Al l the advances to date you keep 
which pl eases me, but of course there are no advances for 
this British production . While you are signing this copy 
Bill Chambers is signing his, and we will finally co-ordin­
ate all copies, but t here i s a kind of desperate urgency 
because Branch is already in London, he went last nig~t, 
and t he scenic designer goes to London on Monday, and I 
gues s you can see our pr edicament . 

I of course will keep you up to date on it all. I am 
so pl eased that due to your wonderful help and perserver­
ance through all this we will finally see this on the stage. 

Please be sur e and initial the amendatory letter dated 
September 27 as well as sie;n the last page of the basic 
contract. 

Cordially , 

Mn. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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H O L I D A Y A Curtis Publication • Independence Square, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 

HARRY SIONS, Editorial Director 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 

September 13, 1961 

St. Andrew, Jamaica, B.W.I. 

Dear Peter: 

I wrote you l ast week reminding you about 
your story for our Washington Issue. Naturally, 
you didn't answer. But we are very anxious to 
illustrate it and to see what it's like. Do 
you think there's a chance we might get it very, 
very soon . 

Sincerely, 

HS:sdd 
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i ss Marlene Scg'.• rtz , 
Permissions Dep tment , 
Curti s Br own Ltd., 
575 Medison J\venue , 
New York 22 , 
u.s. P. 
De~r Miss Schwr'r t z , 

13th September , 1961 

• 

Thank uou f or your l etter of 
September 8 concerning a 4000 wor d 
quote from. THE BLACKS . s f ~r ?S 

I am concer ned you c8n go · he d nd 
give permi ssion nd perhaps you will 
l e t me know ~ho the people are who 
are do i n g this an t ho logy . 

Yours sincerely, 

\ )(J 
PA/ ul . e ter br hams • 
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tfJ Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

AIR MAIL 

Peter Abrahams , Esq . 
Coyaba, Red Hill P. O. 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica, B .1r1 . I. 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September 8, 1961 

We have received a request for permission to quote a out 4000 
words of THE BLACKS in an anthology of Africa life ad literature o 
They have agreed to a fee of $7S.oo, whicr I hope is satisfactory. 

They would like, however, to change the title to 10DER LEADER 
AND T"RIBAL MASSES, and I wanted to know if this has your 
approval . There would be, of course, acknowledgement of the 
ori inal title . 

I look for ard to hearin from you. 

Sincerely, 

~ e · ~ ....,::.,-1--:::;:;~ 

Permis ment 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



1961. 

Mrs . Cl_ ire s. Degener , -.... ~, ~ I 
, '.;;_J.~· 11 CUrti~ Brown Ltd., 

575 M di son Avenue , 
New York 22 , 
U. S. }_. 

Der:-r Cindy , 

As fRr AS I am concerned Wi.r . 

Chambers is de f initely enti t l e d to 
such extension a s he nee ds tor i se 

the money.. So ple se go ahead wi th 

the exten · on with all my blessings 

f)nd good wishes . 

Yours sincerely, 

PA/us. Peter Abrahams . 

' 
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ID Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

. Peter Abrahams 
Co. oba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St . Andrews, 
Jamai ca, B.W. I. 

Dear Peter : 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukcrman, Secretary 

May 1 , 1961. 

Bill Chambers has run into a bit of trouble raising the 
full capitil i sation for A ¼lR.EATH FOR UDOMO. ranch 's 
agent and I ar8 very hopeful that bv ctober 15, 1961, 
Chambers w·11 be able to raise the fu ll capitilisation . 
I do hope that you will permit me to process an ex.ten­
sion for Mr . Chambers which both Iv'!T . Branch and I think 
is fai r to Mr . Chambers in view of the tremendous ef­
fort he has made i n trying to get thi s lay on. Of 
course you will be paid ~187. 50 on t he 15th of each 
mont h as has been the case for the past year . 

I would never permit an ex.tension of this nature in t he 
theatre as it was constitu ted 10 years ago. However, 
toda t . e rai sing of money for a strai ght play is f an ­
tastica~ly dif fi cult and I do t hink Chambers de serves 
another 5 months , that is until October 15, 1961 . May 
I have your views on t his so that I can talk to the 
Dramatists ' Guild and Bill Bfanch . 

Cordially, 

I 

\ (\~ 

Claire ~ er . 

CSD/dr 

Mra. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abr ahams , Esq. 
Coyaba • 
Red Hill P.O o 
St . Andrew, 
Jamaica, 
British West Ifidies 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

April 14, 1961 

Harry Sions has not r eceived the letter you 

told him you had wr itten, and I t hink it would be wise 

to send him a copy as quickly as possible . 

He told me that you said on the t elephone that 

you wo uld be glad to do a piece on the Ghana Nnbassy later 

on . The price would be one thousand dollars plus expenses . 

to me. 

EH:rm 
am 

I should be so grateful if you would confirm this 

?ith all good wishes . 

Yours very s incedily, 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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Mr. ·illiam Chambers 
Suite 3B 
40 \' est 55th Street 
Na York 19, ifb--v Ya~k 

Donr I • Chambers 1 

Apr 1 41 1961 

Tbis will ~ ae a reminder t..'ia:t. • :rrther 
p&,,V'lllent ol 167 . 67 u 1\ue Peter Abrahams umer your 
oontraet with him £ttr the ahov'e.captioned pi.,, dated 
a 15, 1960. 

We would apµreciate 1t if' you ould fJend us 
a cheek, ade ~ble to • ·be thors League of A11'1erica ,. 
Inc., t or • Abrahams• accoum, so that it reaches us 
on April l~th, the day the payment 18 due. 

s, ne8Nl.y, 

d ~. 'LeVine 
.De;LeV/eap Far TH , D T'li.' ~ UIL,1) 

CC I Peter Abrahails 
Curtis Brow, Ltd. 
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m Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
oyaba 

Red Hills,P. O. 
St . Andrew,Jamai ca, B .• I . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukermau, Secretary 

March 13, 1961 

Harry Sions is most eager for word from you, and asked 
me to add my own plea to his dated March 9th that you 
write and tell how you are progressing. 

I hope your silence does not mean you are sicko 

All good wisheso 

E~hrm 
am 

Yours very stncerely, 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams , Esqo 
Coyaba 
Red Hills , P. O. 
St . Andrews 
Jamaica, B. W. I . 

Due from Alfred A. Knopf 
for royalties t o October 31, 1960. 

Less : 15% Commission 

By check herewit h •...• 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Suk:erman, Secretary 

March 10 , 1961 

$85 . 77 

• 

12. 87 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine• Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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.. 
.. THE CURTIS PUBUSHING COMPANY 

INDEPENDENCE SQUARE 
PHILADELPHIA5,PA., U.S.A. 

8 
THE SATURDAY EVENING POSTO 

LADIES' HOME JOURNAL 
JACK and JILL ' . 

CALVIN A. NICHOLS 

COMPTROLLER 

HOLIDAY 

Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hi lls p.o . st. Andrew 
J amaica , B· w. r . 

Dea r Sir: 

March 7, 19:i[ 61 

We enclose herewith Form 1042S which is a duplicate 
of the statement of 1960 royalty incqme paid as reported 
to the u. s. Treasury Department by this Ccmpany. 

Very truly yours) () 

/bcvvi,u--Lt, 
C.AN:JSM:g Comptroller 
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I. NAME OF INDIVIDUAL, PARTNERSHIP• OR CORPORATION TO WHOM PAID 2. STREET ADDRESS 3.COUNTRY 

/ Peter Abmbaltll CITY 
Coyabs 

- ~ ,.<:j (() ,q I C. /\ ... 

I'::) . w , l 
4. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PAYER SHOULD BE ENTERED HERE II: DIF- 5. NATURE OF INCOME (SUCH 6. GROSS AMOUNT OF 7. RATE 8. AMOUNT OF TAX WITHHELD 

FERENT FROM WITHHOLDING AGENT'S AS INTEREST. DIVIDENDS. INCOME PAID OF TAX 
ETC.) 

10. NAME AND ADDRESS OF WITHHOLDING AGENT 

thL. < ,... C ,MP4 
UARE 

PHILADELPHIA 5, .,E ~f •~YLVANIA 

$ 

r------.1......, ___ -c.3'-'l'f-'-----'------ill'Kllai9.------
9. AMOUNT OF TAX RELEAS~Q,OR REFUNDED. IF ANY 

s 
,1. NAME AND ADDR~r AG~T F~R WITHHOLDING AGENT 1 16 

, , CJ 

~L,(_, \ • 

~-~JI,:\ 

Form 1042S 
U.S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

U.S. ANNUAL INFORMATION STATEMENT OF INCOME PAID TO 
NONRESIDENT ALIENS, ETC. (Under Chapter 3, Internal -Revenue Code) 

(COPY FOR PAYEE) 

1960 
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t/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr . Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hill P. O. 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica, B. W.L 

Dear Peter : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

February 20 1961. 

I want ed to tell you that we are all hard at work 
on etting u the production o A WREATH FOR UDOMO. 
I enclose herewith a thermofax of the er ld Tr ibun 
stor y this week . About half he money has been rai­
sed and the script is certainly 100% better . I am 
really so anxious to get it on and we are all strug­
gling w' th all our might , so I shall keep you in 
touch . 

CSD . dr 
Enc. 

Cordially, 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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Saturd(J)J &view 
25 Wesl 45th S1ree1 
New York 36, N. Y. 

February 10, 1961 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

Miss Girson has asked me to thank you for 
your review of "The Goddam White Man," which 
we hope to publish m an early issue of SR. 

We are grateful to yo u i'or accepting the 
assignment• 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba Red Hills P.O. 
st . Andrews, J amaica 
West Indies 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Roberta Silman 
Book Review Department 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



j 

0 L I D A Y A Curtis PubUcatum / ependence Square, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 

EDITORIAL OPPICBS 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Bed Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, l3.W.I. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

IoTember 14, 19i0 

'.rhi s clipping from the !few York Times should 
haTe been attached to the copy of your Puerto 
Rico article which was airmailed to you on 
1'oTember 10. 

Sincerely, 
,✓ ,.,-;? UWI L

ibr
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es



"' NEW YORK , TIMES, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1960. 

~ v 'Tl-CAN WI.LL GE1' <' 'ts that permit the teaching R?me but ~ecid_e~ locall;}'1 by 
f: fl , 11rth control and allow ster- Bishops actmg Jomtly. 
,, ilization to deal with the island's In San Juan, Archbishop 

PROTE ST BY MUNOZ overpopulation probelm. It also Davis said that the .church 
l protes ted the defeat of a bill to would not penalize Roman Cath-

give school children time off for olics who disregarded the pas• 
:, . . religious instruction. toral letter. 
uerto Rrco Govern or Wi ll The office of Archbishop Da- "It is a matter between a 
Appeal lett er of Bishops vis said the letter would be read Catholic and his ccnncience," 

After El ection Day in all the Catholic churches to- the Archbis~op .comi:nen_ted. 
morrow in Puerto Rico, which A Catholic ecclesiastical au-

I ------ is predominantly Catholic. The thority in Boston explained that 
SAN J UAN, P . R.,, Oct. 22 Archbishop himself is not avail- this interpretation was com­

(AP) - Gov. Luis Munoz Marin able for comment. pletely in keeping with Canon 
.:aid today he_ would protes t to The Governor said "the simple Law. The Puerto Rican Bishops, 
.he Vatican 1mmed1ately after . . . 1 . 1 d . he pointed out were saying that 
·:he election Nov. g over a pas- and basic prmc1p e mvo ve m . • d' 
'oi·al Jett b ti R all this is that no Puerto Rican their pastoral letter was a 1-, er y 1ree oman . It 
::;atholic bishops here. The Jetter should obey political orders, rective, but th~t no yen~ Y was 
.'orbade church members from even by _the clergy." attached for 1gnormg !t after 
voting for the Governor's Popu- "The function of the clergy, giving it due consideration. 
:ar Democratic party. the prelates, priests and Bishops Ecclesiastical penalties are 

"I do not wish to !nv,olve ~h_e in our life . as peop~e is not to very rare, he pointed out. In 
Vatican m P~;rto Rico s pol2t1- give coercive p~li~1cal ord_ers, the case of those who vote spe­

. cal c':'111pa1gn, Governor ~unoz but to render relig10u_s serv~ces cifically for a communist, he 
Marin said m a sta tement ~n ex- and guidance to their parish- said there is a penalty-excom-

• plammg w hy he would wait un- ioners," the Governor declared. mun'ication- imposed by papal 
ti! after the election. He is a As a United States common- directive. 
communicant of the Catholic wealth, Puerto Rico elects its But where no direct penalty 
church. . Governor and Legisature . but is attached to a pastoral direc-

The Governor declared m a does not vote for the! President tive no sin is involved in dis-
statement approved by his of the United States. reg;rding the directive as a 
party's central committee fol- matter of individual conscience, 
lowing at seven-and-a-half-hour No Vatican Comment he said. 
meeting at P once : special to The New York Time~. Therefore, after consideraing 
. '_'This grave problem for re- ROME, Oct. :::2- The Vatican the pastoral letter carefull,ir, a 

1I~1on and democracy m Puerto d 1 red itself unaware today Catholic could choose to d1sre­
R1co and the Umted Sta tes ec a . . . h d lgard it and vote for Governo1 
ar ising from the evident errors that Puerto Rican Bishops _a Munfioz Marin's party if he 
of the three Bishops will be issued a pastoral letter forbid· Jthought best. . 
ma de known to the Vatican. ding Catholics to vote for the! In that case, since · no sin 

"I feel sure that thousands of party of Governor Munoz would be involved, he said, such 
prominent Catholics in Puerto Marin. No comment was conse-,a Catholic would not have to 
Rico and the United States will quently forthcoming nor would report his action in the confes­
address similar sta tements to anyone hazard an opinion on sional, and so, no penalty would 
the Vatican." a the r eason for the Bishops' be involved and no penance re· 

Att k 2 L s ac tion. quired, he added. 
ac s aw It was pointed out that giv-

The pas_toral letter was signe_d ing guidance to the faithful at Britons Open Sea Water Pla nt 
~y Archbishop J ames P . Davis election time forms part of the SAINT PETER PORT, Chan­
if San Juan, Bishop J ames E. autonomous rights -and duties nel Islands, England, Oct. 22 
vlcManus of Ponce and Bishop of the episcopate, which is in (Reuters) - A sea water distil­
:,u is Aponte Martinez, titular touch -with local situations to lation plant to provide 500,000 
3ishop of Lares. a degree that the Vatican could gallons of fresh water daily was 

It a ttacked two Jaws passed never hope to be. Such matters opened here today by Home 
,y the ru ling Popular Demo- are therefore never referred to Secreta ry R. A. Butler 
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i H O L I D A Y A Curtis Publicatwn • Independence Square, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 

EDITORIAL OFPICJ!S 

Mr. Peter Abr&Aalls 
Coyaba 
Red ilille P.O. 
St. Andrew 
Ja11e.ica, :S.W.I. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

l'onm.ber 10, 1960 

Vere is a copy of your Puerto Rico article, with the 
copy checkers' queries and some requ.ests fro■ olll" 
editors for additional material. In order to eaTe 
time, we are sending yoa a carbon copy instead of 
waiting for galley proofe. 

We'd be grateful if you would caeck the queries and 
return tae copy to us by airllail as soon as possible 
eo that it reaches •s before the 23d of NoTe■ber. 

Many thanks for your kelp. 
UWI L
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HEINZ F. NIXDORF 21125 THOROFARE GROSSE ILE, MICHIGAN 

/ 
't!.t;;f Messrs . Abrahams and 1:o lly:.:1an : 

pro tempore : 1129 Call e Seavi ew 
Condado- San J uan , PR 

On Page 23 of F ebruary Holiday it says : 

., her e in t he v,i cle , \'lide world 
can you b eat a Florida vacat i Jn? 

Boy would I b t tempted to counter- ad this assanine question wi t h : 

in POOERTO RRICO 1 

Your storey f ixes their wagon . } agnific ient work by both of y ou 1 
An d your entire team~ Remember that Saturday night Dinner at l a 
Paguera by candlelight and the German efficienfJ" of the ma nag er? 
Even though I sadl~ ~mi~2~tk.!:aguera a nd mo r f ;the San German visit 
at the John Hines ~ - that s tart of the story t ouuhes 
me closely being mar ried to an English - Ame r ican wife . Of course I ' d 
like to give you an argument that y ou could not find any c olor­
consciousnesseve among the dark- skinned Puerto Ricans i I pulled 
one out of the water right opposite o f that wonderful shot of Tom 
Hollymans of La Concha ( I live only 1000 feet down the shore -
opposite the At lantic Beach Hotel ) and boy was he and many other s 
color consc ious a n d keep ou t of the sun at all costs •.... 

However , your successful evolution of th e Operation Serenity definition 
is superb , ~ r . Abrahams - we read it yesterday while sailing over 
to the Palominos iiland ( s h own in the back ground) from Las Croabas 
with Eduardo Suarez old sailboat ( remember the full page in Life 
last May with the Sarah Lawrence kids?) . ',;J e all let out howls of 
of joy and a ppr:ication in between rums- con- a aus and lechon and 
langusta sandwiches . 

Do come back Mr . Abrahams - and cove r the other end of the island -
still more suprises i nstalled for you . 

And Tom Hollyman - let me k now when a gain come to our shores -
I believe I have 3 vistas which might be tempting even to y our 
discriminating camera .... . . 

The waves a frente de La Concha were 9 foot high at points - today -
1-we feel worn out , but could still magage to imitate that puckish 
proud smil e of Jaqueline Mercedes , because you did so well by us . 

Thank you , thank you , t h ank you 
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Roo:m 5125 

30 Ro c kefeller Plaza 
N ew York 20, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

April 6, 1960 

Enclosed is a f act sheet on t he Dorado Beach 
pro j ect wh ich we t hought you migh t like to have at hand . 
Our friends at HOLIDAY told us you were working on an 
article about Puerto Rico . I hope you will let us know 
if we can be of assistance. 

If you have not been t here as yet, do try to 
save time to see Dorado t he next time you are on t he 
island . I would very much like to have our people t here 
sh ow you what has been done as well as tell you of some 
of our t hough ts for the future. 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hills Post Office 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, B. W. I. 

Robert L. Hoke 
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With the compliments of 

Curtis Brown, Ltd .. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 
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cb Curtis : rown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams , Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills, P. 0 . 
St . Andrews 
Jamai ca , B. W. I . 

Due f rom Crovm Publishers 
Anthology use in AN AFRICAN TREASURY 
of THE BLAC KS 

Less : 10% Commis si on 

By chec k her ewith 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

October 21, 1960 

$50 . 00 

5.oo 

$45.oo 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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IP Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza: 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq o 

Coyaba 
Red Hills, P. 0 o 

st. Andrews 
Jamaica, B. w. I. 

Due from Alfred A. Knopf, Inco 
Royalties to April 30, 1960 

Less: 15% Commission 
Merchandise 

By check herewith 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September 2, 1960 

$30037 

$180 70 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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HOME ADDRESS: "Coy ba" 
Red Hills P. O. 

Au st 29 , 1960 . 

. illi H. Chambers 
137 E st 66 Str eet 
New York City 21 
U. s. A. 

Dear Mr. Chambers : 

Thank you very much indeed for your 
le t ter of Augus t 9th and the two clippings . I am sorry 
that our mee ting h s to ·be by correspondence but I am 
sure that it is only am tter of time before we meet 
f ace to face and I look forward to that day. It was 
very nice of ou to sketch in your personal background 
for me thou h Cindy Degener has spoken so well for you 
tha t it was not really necessary • . 

I am happy to he e.r tha t Bill Branch 
is hard t the j ob of re-writing .s I myself had a few 
res-erv,.., tions about the dra ft of the s.cr ipt th t I saw 

yee:r or so b ok . t I am sure that Bill c an come up 
with a r e lly s tisf ctory script . I am gl ad th t you feel 
unh ppy bout the opening scene . If Cindy had shown 
you the letter I ote bout it you will see th t I too 
w snot happy., I not sure t wh t st ge of the iting 
you and Bill are t the moment so I find it littl e 
di f ficult to make any useful suggestions . I f you f'ee l th t 
you h ve not licked this probl em by the time you get 
t :11s letter , d i f you fee l it worth your while , do let 
me h ve copy of the present version and I will try to mull 
over it and see if I can come up with eny worthwhile ideas 
for n accept ble opening. 

I of cour e , extremely happy that 
you e putting on "Udo o" and s ince y'ou are to.king the 
bi&g st risk of 11, I hope th tit will pay o~f and be 
worth all the effort . - If there is any w yin wh ich you 
feel I can be of help (alw yo remembering th t I am jus t 
a i mple tory teller ) I will do verything I can . 

With w mest · persona.1 r egnrd , 

Yours sincerely, 

P ·ter Abra.hems. 
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Peter AbrFihams, Esq. 
Coyaba., 
Red Hill Post Office, 
st. Andrew, 

WILLIAM H . CHAMBERS 

137 EAST 66 STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 21 

Jamaica, British West Indies. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams; 

9 August !960 

This moment of meeting, so to speak, has been 
a long time in coming. And I have been looking forward to it 
ever since turning the last page of your wonderful novel, A 
WREATH FOR UDOMO. 

Through te.J.ks with Bill Branch and my very good 
friend, Cindy Degener and, through ret,-ding your other work, in­
cluding the marvelous article in a recent Holiday, you are more 
familiar to me than I to you. So I send along the enclosed 
clippings to give you an idea of the interest we are starting to 
generate, as well as some indicEi.tion of who and w'ha.t I am. 

My personei background - very briefly - a New 
Yorker, son of an architect, nephew of a novelist (Robert W. 
Chambers}, s.nd graduate of Colgate University. Worked on a 
tramp ship for 3 years after college, then newspaper reporter, 
since then in the theatre as "mopper-upper", actor, production 
stage manager, director, and what have you, with 4 years out for 
the No. 2 l)npleasantness. 

Bill Branch is hard a.t work on some re.writes 
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WILLIAM H . CHAMBERS 

137 EAST 66 STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 21 

we both feel necessary for the script . The biggest stumbling 
block is the opening of the play. I feel very strongly that the 
present scene doesn't measure up to the thaetrical potential of 
the book or the rest of the stage version. To my mnd, it must 
be fresh and colorful, a springboard creating excited interest 
in things to come. An event, perhaps, in Udomo's life motivat­
ing his being sent to London. Or something which will hvlp us, 
as the audience, leap from the raw Udomo- of primitive surround­
ings to the Udomo in Adebhoy's London apartment. Bill has been 
wrestling with this problem and, I 8ll1 sure, woµld welcome any 
suggestions you might have on the matter. 

There's little more to say at the moment, 
excepting I know we have an important play, with important 
subject matter, by an important novelist. I am honored to be in 
such distinguished company. 

I wish the cirCU11stances of your being there 
and my being here were different. But I anticipate meeting you 
•en personne' with the greatest of pleasure. Perhaps your work 
schedule will permit you to pay us a visit in the near future. 

Very 
sincerely o/

4
a~ 

William Chambers. 
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Africa Play Set for S 
By JIM O'CONNOR 

ODERN AFRICA'S TURMOIL and tran.sition- very 
much 1n the newspaper headlines right now-will 

ach the Broadway stage in a new drama next Spring, 
oducer W1ll1am Chambers revealed today. 
The play will be William 
·anch's dramatization of the producer, • Mr. Chambers has 
ter Abrahams' novel, "A had considerable theatre ex­
reath for Udomo." Plot perience SIS production stage 
cuses on the rtse and fall manager for Alfred de Liag,re 
an idealistic organizer named on such plays as "The Voice of 1 

omo in an African nation the Turtle" and "The Mad­
the process of reoeiving in- woman of ~haillot"; and for 

pendent status. - "Ondine." 
'A Wreath for Udomo" was Presently Mr. Chambers 1s 
itten by Mr. Abrahams in associated with the firm of 
56, following & series of Durgom and Katz in the pro­
ticles written for the Lon~ duction of films , plays and 

Observer on conditions in television shows, although 
mya and South Africa. The Durgom and Katz will not be 
velist was born in South affiliated with "A Wreath for 
rica and has lived in Eng- Udomo." 
!ld and Jamaica. 
Mr. Branch, the dramatist, 
a winner of a Guggenheim 

!lowship and a Robert Sher­
rod TV award. 
While making his bow as a 

• 
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S DAY, JULY 31, 1960. 

By LEWIS FUNKE ,Timely Play Planned 

HOW close can the theatre 
get to the news? As , For New Season­
close as "A Wreath for 

_ ugomp.'' a play tfiat 
wquaw chambers is promising 
for the season ahead. Fashioned 
by William B. Branch, a Gug-
genheim fellowship winner, from 
the novel by the widely hailed 
wr1ter Peter Abrahams, "A 
Wreath for Udomo" is as perti-
nent as the morning's headlines. 

Indeed, the parallels are 
striking, even though Mr: Abra­
hams published his novel in 1956. 
(Knopf). The subject matter is 
modern Africa in turmoil and 
transition. Specifically, the 
story tells ' of Udomo, a born 
leader who seeks to guide Pan­
africa, a coastal state nearing 
self-government. He is support­
ed by the tribal leaders with 
whom the real power lies, and, 
to gain stren1th, he seems to 
accept the old customs, some of 
them merely superstitions, some 
ot them horr.:ible. • His problems 
become intensified when he is 
made Prime Minister and he at­
tempts to eliminate both tribal­
ism and colonialism. 

Mr. Abrjl-hams knows his ma­
terial. He was born in Johannes­
burg, South Africa. Among his 
works besides "A Wreath for 
Udom~," are "Tell Freedom," 
the story of his early years in 
Africa (he now lives in Eng­
land ) , "Mine Boy" and "Song 
of the City." Mr. Branch, also a 
Negro, was born in the United 
States. He is the author of two 
off-Broadway plays, "A Medal 
for Willie,. and "In Splendid 
Error." In 1958, he received the 
Robert Sherwood prize in tele­
vision. He h·as been working on 
"A Wreath for UdomQ" for 
some time. Ail early draft was 
r 'ed. with success last Mar ·h 

by Cleveland's semi-professional-
•Karamu Theatre. ' 
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s . Clair D gener 
Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
57> diaon Avenue 
Newir York 22, ' · ork 

D ar • Dogener t 

'l' e Drruna ·ist f'!uild h s cou tersigned and he wit , 
return one eo o! the Minimum asic Production Contract, 

ted May l S, l 60, b t ween Pet r Abrah s and • i lliam Branch, 
ai, ttAut.hor", and l1lliam Cnambers, as ' Pr uoer" . We have 
done o after reinstating Peter Abraham to membership in the 

ue. In ocordance with our .requost , we have . ·orwarded 
th · second opy to Gilbert Parker t tt.C.A. Artists, ttd. , 
the ird co ... >y to the nprodueertt, and have t"etained. the fourth 
copy t'or our fil s. 

co ;y- of t.his l etter , bei ~ en.t to the "P:rodueer8 , 

wil serve s a : · er that in accords. ee with Cl u.tse 
THIRD {a.) a p :ym nt or . 50 to • il am 1 nch is due on 

ugust 15th cover the next t,hr e months, and a ~ ent ot 
;,;,250 to Peter A.braham, 1& due on August 15th to cover the 
next month un • r the contract . 

Sincerely, 

d E. L Vine , E1eV/e 
Enc. / For' 
CCt P er bran 

Wi!Ua:m ranch 
i l liara Chambers 

URA TlSTS GUIW 

.O. • rtist , Ltd• 
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{b Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

Peter Abrahams , Esq. 
Coyaba, Red Hill P. O. 
St . Andrew, 
Jamaica, B.W.I. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams : 

Cable: Browncurt 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

Augus t 8, 1960 

Harry Si ons has asked about the revision of the Puer t o Rico 
article . Can you give me a date when it will be completed. 

:EH/az 
al 

Yours , 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazi nes Naomi Burton, Books Cl a ire s.- Degener, Pl ays, Films, Television 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
Coyaba 
Red Hill P. o. 

July 25, 1960 

St . drew, Jamaica, B. W. I. 

Dear Peter : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

I have sent of f today under separate cover by 
air mail 4 copies of the Dr amatic Production 
Contract on A WtlEATH FOR UDOMO. The producer 
is working very hard with Bra~ \Qn the adaptation 
and I think we may see something very interesting 
from all this effort . 

You will note that your advances are much higher 
than Bili s which I think is only fair because 
Bill had the use o your novel for so many months 
without any payment . All other clauses are, I feel, 
in very ood order and I think the deal is an exceptionally 
strong one fo r you which is, of cour se , what I want ed . 

Your advances are outl ined on page 7 the very f irst 
paragraph of Tenth Addi tional Cl auses . 

Please initial every single par: e where the producer and 
Br anch have initialled. This is an awful lot of in­
itialing but please be sur e and do it . Also initial 
every single box which is empty . You will note that 
the producer and Branch have also initialled these boxes . 
Please do be very careful that you don ' t miss any of the 
initialing or boxes for initialing because we now have t o 
put these dramatic production contr acts thr ough the 
Dramatists Guil d and I woul d ha.te to delay and have to send 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Peny H. K:nowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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(D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Page 2. 

Mr . Pet er Abrahams J ul y 25, 1960 

them back to you in Jamaica . 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

Most i mportant of all will you pl ease ai r mail all 
copies of this contract back to me as soon as possible 
so that I may process your f irst ~500 payment and get it 
down to you . You will not e that the contract is dated 
r'ia.y 15th so that although they owe you $500 now they 
will owe you on Au ust 15th anot ter $250 and so on . 

I am so delighted this has all come to a new beginning. 
All best wi shes . 

Cordially , 

CSD:df 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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t/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 5 7 5 Madison Avenue, New Yark 22 PLaza 5-4200 

.Feter Abrahams, Esq o 
Coyaba 
Red Hills, P. 0 o 

St. Andrews 
Jamaica , Bo Wo Io 

Due from Holiday 
for All American Canadian Serial Rights 
on OPERATION SERENITY 

Less: 10% Commission 

By check herewith 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

July 15, 1960 

1, 000. 00 

100000 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry fI, Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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{P Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

PetP.· brahams, 2s. 
Co aba, Red Hi 1 f . C. 
St. _ drew 
Jamaica. 
B. W. I. 

Dear , Ir. brahams : 

Cable : Browncurt 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

June 17, 1960 

The Puerto ico article arrived safely and is on its ~aJ to 
Philadelphia. 

Thar1k you .for your cable. By the r,.,ay, .You can save a wor 
in the future if J'OlJ ... se simp yBrownci .. rt . You do.1 1t need "Hag

0
ard.:r 

:::!/az 
al 

Ycurs v~rJ sincerelJ 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Maga zi nes Naomi Burton, Books Cl a ire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd, 

Peter Abrahams , Esq . 
Coyaba, Red Hill P.O. 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica 
B. W.I. 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

Ca ble : Brow ncurt 

5 7 5 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

June 2, 1960 

Harry Sions h~s asked when he may expect the Puerto Rico article . 
I I d be so grate ul i you would tell me . 

All good wishes. 

EH/az 
al 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. Sewell Hagga rd , M aga zines Naomi Bu rton, Books Cla ire S. Degener, Plays, F ilms, Television 
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tfJ Curtis Brown, Ltd. 5 7 5 Madison Avenue, New Yark 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams , Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red rlills, P .. Oo 
St . Andrews 
Jamaica, B. W. I. 

Due from William Branch 
for dramatic royalties on WREATH FOR UDOMO . 

Less: 10% Commi s sion 

By check herewith •.•.. 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

May 20 , 1960 

$41. 70 

h.17 

$37 .53 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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r!J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams , Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills , P. O. 
St . Andrews 
Jamaica, B. W . I . 

Due from Thomas Y. Crowel l Co . 
for anthology use in Sociology on excerpt­
THE BLACKS . 

Less : 10% Commissi on 

By check herewith ••••. 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

May 13 , 1960 

$.50 .00 

5oOO 

$4.5 .. oo 

Mrs. Stwell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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\:Vith the compliments of 

,urtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 UWI L
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Alfred· A· Knopf Incorporated • 501 Madison Avenue, Ne 
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(0 Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Ar . Peter Abrahams 
The West Indian Economist 
164-6 Harbour Street 
Kingston, Jamaica, W. I. 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

Aoril 26, 196o 

I am delighted to report to you that after several meet­
ings ~iilliam Chambers , a man I have known and r espected 
for some time in the New York theater, wishes to take 
a Broadway option on your book and Bill Br anch ' s ad ota­
tion of it . I refer , of course, to A WREATHIDR UDO!"[) . 
I have achieved very good terms for you, I feel , most of 
which I will not outline here as I have noted from our 
discussions in the past you prefer to look at the final 
contract . 

Briefly, we would make an arranrement w'hich woul:l n i:. tie 
your book to Branch unless it achi eved an opening night 
on Broadway and yet you would get V8rv flood advances . I n 
brief' vou wo nld get ~~00 for flay 15 to August 15 and if 
Chambers proceeded from ~ugust 15 to November 15 8750 
and for the period November 15 to 1'1ay 16, 1961 $1, 000 o 
Thi s would be advances solely to you a ainst 50% of the 
gross weekly box office receipts which are 5% of the 
f irst $5,000, 7½% of the next $2 , 000 and 10% of all money 
above $7, 000 . 

lt is extremely urgent that I proceed to draw the other 
clauses of this contract and i f this preliminary in­
formation meets with your approval may I please hear from 
you by cable that I may proceed . Of course, the final 
contract will be sent to you for your signature . 

Cordially, 

CSD :df Claire S . Degener 

Mn. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

ai r l etter 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Red Hills 
P. o. Coyaba 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica, BWI 

Dear Mr . Abrahams: 

Cable: Browncurt 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

April 2., 1960 

We have received word that your article THE CORE OF THE APPIE 

Harlem 1959 is scheduled for publication in the June, 1960 

issue of Holidayo 

e j 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Maga zin es Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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(D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

air mail 

Peter Abr ahams , Esq . 
Coyaba , Red Hill P. O. 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica , B. W. I . 

Dear ~~ . Abrahams : 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

March 31, 1960 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of t he signed permission form 
for TFE BLACKS which will appear i n AN AFRI CAN TREASURY edited 
by Langston Hughes . I do hope you will b e p leased. 

Sincerely, 

ls/ 
enc . (1) 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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I 
I 
I Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON NEW YORK 

i 
ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 3•S ii L ii I Ca, I CABLES : BROWNCUllT 

575 M ADISON AVEN U E, NEW YORK 22 
ihil ll i HILL J JIJO 

PLAZA S-4200 

This form to be filled out, signed and returned to Curtis Brown, Ltd. who will execute and return a copy if permission is 
granted. 

The undersigned requests a non-exclusive license to 
r publish 
~xJqXLiixt 
l~ 

• THE BLACKS Title .... .... ........... ....... .. .............. .. ........... ..... ............ ......... ...... ........ ... ........ ....... .... ........ .... ........ ... ......... ........ .... ..... ...... ... .... ... ... ............ ... ... . 

Author .... .... P~t!'?;r. .. .A9r.ah~ JS ..... .. ......... ......... ..... ..... ... ... ......... .. .. ············ ······ ··· ···· ··· ··· ····· ············· ·· ··· ··· ····· ······ ··· ·········· ········ ········ ········ 

Published in ...... ...... . Holiday. . .Magaz ine .. .... ... ... ..... ...... ..... ....... .... : .. ....... ....... ... ........ ... ....... ... ..... !'nrl l .. 1 9$9 .... ... ... ...... ...... ....... . 
(magazine or book) (date';J"i;,;;; or publication date) 

Published by ... .... .. .... .. .... .... ... ... ......... .. ..... ... .. ... ....... .... .. .... ........ ... ..... .. .. ... ... ...... ...... .. ..... ..... .... ..... .. ... ..... .. ..... ... ... .... ......... . the following: 

ar t icle t o be cut to about si x thousand words 

(Please supply in above space specific and accurate details of material desired, with pages, chapter heads, opening and 
closing lines, in short, whatever data may be necessary to id entify exactly the material to be used.) 

This material is to be published in a =~j,qk 

Entitled ...... ....... A.~ ... Ar..fil.Q.~N .. 'J:'~?.!J.:g( ... ~gt1i.~9-... ~Y .. r:..?.P:g~.~~~ .. ~~~~~ ... ...... ...... ... ..... ... ..... ... .... ... ... ... ... ... .... ... .... .... ........ . 

To be published by .. ......... .... Cr.OHn .. .P.ubl ishers .... ...... ....... ...... ................ ... ......... .. ... ......... .......... ........ ........... ........ ....... ........... ... . . 

Proposed publication date ....... ..... ? ~~~.L .. ~~~_q·· ············ ····················Tentative publication price ..... 13..,.99. ......................... ... . 
IN CONSIDERATION of the permission granted herein, the undersgined agrees to print the following copyright 
notices in each and every copy of the publication concerned: 

Reprinted by permission of ...... t h.a .... U.: ho.r. ... .... .... .. ........... ........ .. ..... .. ..... .. ... ... ..... ......... .. .. ................ .. ..... .... ........ .. .. ... .... . . 
irst pub l i shed i n Hol iday Magazine • -

"Copyrigho!W, .. (.c .) ... 1,9.5~ ... by. .. !1'.he. .. Curtis ... Publishing ... Comp.any.!!. .... .. .................. ..... ..... .. .. .. ...... .... .... .......... ... ~ 

~ ........ .. .. .. ... .. ..... .. .................... ......... .. ........ .... ................. .. ..... ........ .. ................ ....... .... : ......... .. .. ........ .............. .... ........ ..... ........... . 

And, further, the undersigned agrees to pay to Curtis Brown, Ltd., as agents for the author, the fee of $.50 .• 09. .... ..... .. .... .. . 

...... ................................. .. .. ... ... .... .. .... ...... ..... .... .. ....... .. .... .. ... .... ........ on or before ... J?gP.JJ .. 9.~.~ ?:-9.TT ... .. .. .. .... ... ... ... ..... ...... ...... ..... ...... . . 

And, the undersigned further agrees that: 

1. the rights herein granted apply solely to publication in the English language in the United States, Canada, and all territory outside 
the British Empire; 

2. the right to reprint the material above described shall apply only to the issue or edition named in the application, which issue or 
edition shall be completely manufactured within the United States; 

3. when the specific issue or edition goes off sale or out of print, all rights herein granted shall revert automatically to the author and the 
permission is thereby cancelled ; 

4. the permission herein granted does not extend to publi'cation in a reprint, cheap, or separate edition of any sort whatsoever, (such as, 
for instance, a book club edition) ; and further any such use must be subject to further payment on terms which shall supplement 
the fee above-mentioned and which shall be mutually agreed upon in writing; 

5. the publication of the material in the form approved herein does not permit quotations therefrom in any other work; 

6. in the event payment is not made as specified, or in the event copyright and acknowledgment notices are not printed as specified, then 
all rights herein granted shall immediately determine without fu rther notice and without prejudice to any monies that may be due 
the author under the terms hereof; "--- -

7. two copies of the work containing the above-licensed material will be sent free of charge to Curtis Brown, Ltd., on or before publica­
tion date; 

8. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Approved: 
CURTIS BROWN, LTD., Agent for the Proprietor 

(Applicant's Signature) 

~) 

/'/ ;(I- ' 
By~.~ 

........ .... .. .9P.R!L .. . r,µJ~l.1.~.ti.~.r..~ ...... Ino.~ ..... ......... .. ..... .. .. . 
(Addresa) 

419 Park Avenue, South, 
............. .. N~~ ... X.<:Jr.k .. 16 .. ... .N ...... Y .. .... ... ... .. .. ..... ... ........... ...... . 

Dated ... .. ... .... Ms.r.c.h .. 2,9.,. ... 196.0 .. ... .... .... ... .. .. .... ....... ... .... . 
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(0 Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

March 17, 1960 

Mr . Peter Abrahams 
1he West Indian Economist 
164-6 Harbour Street 
Kingston, Jamaica, W. I . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

Here are two reproductions of reviews of 
the Karamu House Produc tions of 1-.JREA'I'H FOR 
UDOMO . 

All best . 

PJ :df 
Enc . 

Cor dially, 

-~ • ) 
'( .Q.. "-'---~ \ °'- '" n \..,<'._. S 

Pamela Jones 
Assistant to Mrs . Degener , 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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IP Cunis Brown, Ltd. 5 7 5 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

darch lL , 1760 

Mr . Pe t,E.r Abrahams 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukcrman, Secretary 

The West I ndian Economist 
16h-6 Harbour Street 
Kingston, Jamaica, W. I . 

Dear ·ir . Abrahams: 

Many t hanks for the cont racts 1-1hich arrived 
safely t his morning . We hope you had a success ­
ful time in Puerto Ri co for I-loliday . 

'l'he play has evidently been well receivE-d in 
Cleveland, and I will send copies of t he reviews 
to you when we have them later this week . 

.1:'J : df 

Cordially, 

!(C;. \k.__,: ' ~ J~\-<-- • J 

Pamela Jones 
Assistant to Mrs . Degener 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H . Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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r/J Cuct;s Brown, Ltd. 57 5 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Eso . 
Coyaba, Eed Jfill P . O. 
dt . Jl. ndrew, 
Jamaica, B.tJ.L 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukcrman, Secretary 

Harch 2, 1960 

Langston Htu!hes has ;Jsked if he may cut Jour Holiday Article 
"The Blacks 11 to six thous;:ind words for use in the bOOK°J AFJ•"ICAN 
Ti:c-::i\0lJ}Y. You know that an exc e_rpt rrom i·1Ii{S BuY will also be 
used, but nermission to do that was granted by the Knopf office. 

Thev cire paying twenty- five dollars for most of th9 materL-11, 
but :Jr . Hughes ae;reed to pay fifty dollars for TLL BLACKS . 

v-ie would both apprecL tr a quick ::inswer, andi whiJ e yon 
decide1 plec1se know that nr . Htighes will cut rnostly ta, the triba~ 
custon1s in 'L,E BLACLj , because other art.i.cles in the book cover 
similar gruund , and your article is far over- lenrth for the book . 

Yours s·~;;corely, 

r! 
"' 

,,. / /,, i l, // iJ?0 t/ '? ,'G. 
// 

F.'r-/ .,.i az 
am 

Mrs. Sewell Hagga rd , Magazines Pe rry H. Knowlton, Books Clai re S. Degene r, Pl ays, Fi lms, Tele,·ision 
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tiJ Cu,tis Brnwn, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

'l:r o 1--et.er hr~]'i--,ms 
~h~ est Tn~i~p lconcmift 
lf.), _, T--hrbr 1•r '1tr, ct 
. , :i r, _"' i n: ~ , '1 i C' ~ , \,/ • T 0 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

e :irr-- lo k--in•· f(l'Y'1,J' ;-rl t,n ~•< re 1 'iTP --r r . 
. \; '-l.:'.. .. 

n , rr-, ,,.( •1 'Tl!.'( err r· ct·=, • s socn ,--,s i 
is nos:oibl f0 • • ou -t-n •p' F, q nf' + i • 

.1~r'7 t-h·nk:=.c 

-
Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H . Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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t/J Cuctis B,own, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter .Abrahams, C:sq . 
Coyaba 
Re d Hills, P.O. 
St . Andrews, Jamaica, B.W. I. 

Due fr om Holiday Maga~irn 
for refund of tax on CDRE OF THE APFLE . 

By check herewith • o• •• 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

February 19, 1960 

·s. Sewell Haggan •
0 s Perry H . Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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, .. r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

c. . Uichol s , Esq. 
Curti s Publ ishing Co,. 
Independence Square 
Phil adelphia 5, Pa. 

Dear Mr . i chols :, 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

January 22 1960 

He are once again on tbe ·!-'! bjeet 
of .300 withheld by your firm in 1959 as tax on the 
• urchase of CO • O THE A...T.)P LE- HP LEM by Peter 
Abrahams. 

Our l awyers have advised us 
t oday that r egulations r ,egardi.ng t he Jamaica-United 
St ates tax treaty have been promulgated and noti f i­
cation by l etter to the withholding a ent is suffi­
cient to el iminate withhold! · and refund 1111· mount s 
t1ithheld. These regulations appear in the Commerce 
Clearing Rouse ax Re orl #93 in ~.tl,l text. 

·ie look forw rd to receipt of 
the r efund as .s oon as you have confirmed t his infor-. 
mation. 

Sincere.fy' yours , 

. "' .. e are enclosing a. duplicate set of let t &rs 
s igned by Mr. Abr ahams .. 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: While you have shown much patience about this matter, 
I have been agitated beyond endurance. By March 15, 1960, if Curtis 
Publishing Co . 4tt still withhol1i.11~ your tax, they will pay it to our 
government an:i this means you ~ have to file for a refund to the 
U.S . Treasury Department ; a further delay on the return of your money 
for from six months to a year. I never sent the letters you signed 
in November because it was hopeless to move Curtis Publishing without 
some evidence of the regulations and now that we have it perhaps I 111 
be more successful . Much credit goes to our lawyers who have helped 
us throughout. 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Boo 
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AGE ND_! 

Meeting or Dance, Speech & Drama Sub-committee 
held on .~~tyrgay, 28th November 1959, 

l. Apologies for absence 

2. Confirmation of Minutes held on 24th October 1959 

3. Matt ers Arising 

(a) Travel .A"ards 

(b) Entry of Quadril l e Greup for 1959 A~rds 

(c) Play Writing Competition 

(d) ·Submission or Marking Sheets 

4. .An.,- other business 

5. Date of next Meeting. 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



tiJ Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Jano 5, 1960 

1r . Peter Abrahams 
The West Indian Economist 
164-6 Harbour Street 
Kingston, Jamaica , W. I . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukcrman, Secretary 

I have now read over the weekend Bill Br anch ' s 
latest adaptation of UDOMO . I think it is qui t e 
good as a pageant although Bill has in no way 
l icked what I call basic dramati zation problems 
of the novel . I would recommend that we let 
Karamu do it as it is a moving pageant though 
no t yet a play . In return for letting him do it 
I will get a letter s tating that the cont r act 
between you and Bill is null and void and that he 
may not do anything with the play after the Karamu 
production wi thout first making a completely new 
arrangement with us. Of course, I am hoping that 
after t he Karamu produc t ion Bill will .!mow how to 
rewor k the pl ay in a better way . i-fay I hear from 
you if you will l et me go for1tl ard on t his by night 
cable. ±he reason for speed i s that Karamu has to 
announce t his production if they wish to do it in 
March or April . 

Cordially, 

' ) . . ~~--
CSD :df Claire S. Degener 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H . Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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(D Curtis .Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr . Peter Abrahams 
The West Indian Economist 
164-6 Harbour Street 
Kingston, Jamaica, W. I . 

Dear Mr . .Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

December 30, 1959 

Thank you for t he communication on William Branch . Luckily 
Bill has gone to a sensible agent and yesterday I talked 
with his agent regarding this whole Karamu production . I 
said that I wanted to read the l atest version of the play 
first . Then if Bill would give us a lett er absolutely 
confirming that all rights etc . which he might have claimed 
under the old contract have now terminated we would indeed 
consider a Karamu production . If the production is to be 
done at Karamu it would be for only twenty- t hree performances 
and Bill would have to understand that beyond that point 
we would make a completely new cont ract if t he production 
out there , and any rewrites Bill might do as a result, 
warranted our permitting him to go forward with the script . 

Karamu i s a very interesting theater project in Cleveland 
which has done many extraordinary plays . I think Bill would 
learn a great deal from seein the play on the stage and I 
would try and get out and see it myself . I shall report to 
you next week after I have read the script again . I think 
it is substantially the one you felt was no t ready yet . With 
a production in Cleveland we are not in danger of any national 
critics and that's why I think the Karamu idea is not a bad one . 

I have no t written you about MI , BOY because I felt there was 
nothing to say until Michael Gardner in London and .Arnold 
Margolin here have raised the necessary money to produce MINE 
BOY in the West End of London . Frankly, I am doub t ful that 
they can do it and, therefore, since we have signed nothing 
further we are free to sell MINE BOY to other mediums if we 
find this is the best thing to do . I was in London most of 
the fall and I talked with Gardner on the phone several times 
and he says that his money man is an Australian and they 
probabl y will not know until the middle of January whether 
they can really get the money from him for the production. 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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Hr . Peter Abrahams - 2 - 12/30/59 

I talked with Mr . Innes Rose in London and he sends you his 
very best . He hopes you aEe writing a novel and also hopes 
to see you soon. 

I think that about winds it up for the moment but I will be in 
touch with you next week . Every best wish . 

Cordially, 

C 
CSD :df Claire S . D gener 

C 
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o. Cl aire S. Degener , 
Curtis Brown Ltd., 
575 dison Avenue, 
Ne York 22 u 

Dear s . Deener: 

22nd. D cember 1959. 

I have had two urgent communications 
from Will iam Branch about a ramu House produc­
t i on of A Wreath For Udomo. Apparently t hey 
pro ose to u t on a Branch version on rch 8th 
for a run of approximat l y twentythr e ~crfor­
mano s cl osing on April 2nd. The Branch l etters 
gave me the impression that he has not been i n 
touch with you and that he expects me to give 
him the go ahead . I have today written hi m and I 
enclose u copy of rq letter to hi m. 

PA: hk: 

encl. 

Will you pl eas take it from here. 

All the beat for the hol iday oeasono 

Yours sine r ly , 

/:?K 
~ •ter Abrahams 
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• William B. Branch, 
11 Stuyves t O al, 

ew York 9, N.Y. 

Dea.r B 11, 

22nd Decemb r 1959 • 

I am orry about not replying imm diately to your lett rs 
concern n·g the poa ibl stage productio at ramu Rouse of A r ea h 
For Udo o . Reube Sii ver, y ou may not kno , a very good friend of 
our . 

As old you rhen Isa~ y ou in ew York earlier thi 
year I would 1 ke you to do things through my agents , and only refer o 
m in th ev nt of there bein some bottleneck. From your l e tters· I 
hav the pr ion that you have not en in touch with them at all . 
Do ge t in touch with them, Bill . Thi s , after all , is a bu ine s deal 
which they houl d handle in a bu iness-like fashion. d if that does 
not a off 1 t me know. 

1J ill 
sac. 

ze 

All this is dashed off in has te and under severe ~r essure . 
t y ou a per onal letter when I have a little more breathing 

ar est per onal re ards . 

Yo rs sincerel y, 

~ 
Peter Abraha s. 
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Dear Peter, 

11 Stuyvesant Oval 
Nev, York 9, N. Y. 
December 15, 1959 

I ha ve now hea rd in great er detail from Mrs. Jellife of 
Karamu House in Cleveland. They pl an to produce A WREATH FOR 
UDOMO on March 8th for a run of approximately 23 performances, 
closing on April 2nd. 

Mr . Reuben Silver will be the dir ector, and t heir royalty 
r a te is 6% of the gross receipts, payable at the end of the en­
gagement. ~heir theatre s eats 233 persons, and their ticket prices 
are scaled to be within the reach of low income groups. They have 
a/'j(' r ea lly unique a nd interesting operation and history, and I am 
a sking them to send you some of their literature. 

Well, thus f ar I've looked in va in for your r eply to my 
message, but perhap s it's on its way and is merely delayed in the 
mails. I've written to them asking their patience until I have 
word from you, but if f or s ome rea son you have not had a chance 
to reply, please dot it now, eter. I unders t and from Mrs. Jel­
life that it is necessary for t h em to ma ke public announcement 
and get out tickets and posters at once, and a delay might result 
in either postponement or cancellation o the production. 

Ruth is absolutely ecstatic a t news and is a lready 
seeing what she can do to arrange t he trip out there. Sylvia 
Buchanon phones t he other day also, a nd though she has f rom time 
to time expressed differences over the philosophy of UDOMO, she 
was glad to hear it was going to be done. 

Well, Christmas is almost upon us, and though li arie will 
probably be getting the cards out later t h is week, l et me take this 
opportunity to wish for you and your family the happiest and most 
prosperous Christmas and New Year ever. I hope you'll be working 
on a new book, and I hope also that you can manage to get your hand 
in some of these fellowship pockets. Jimmy Ba ldwin, you may know, 
recently r eceived a t wo-year Ford Founda tion grant f or an estimated 
$7,500 a yea.r. 

Aga in, all the best, and I'm hop ing our girlfriend isn't 
giving us a ny trouble about t he production. It's been a long hard 
pull, an d now t hat t hings are a bout to happen, I hope I can count 
on our personal agreement. Meantime, go well - stay well. 

William B. Branch 
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Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter tlbrahams, Esq . 
"Coyaba" 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . ndrew 
Jamaica, B.W. I . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

27th November 1959 

Herewith f or your r ecor ds , the 
permission fo rm covering t he use of the ext ract from 
THE BLACKS in OUTSIDE READINGS IN SOCIOLOGY . As you 
will see, the $50 fee covers a non- exclusive basis only. 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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i 1! Curtis· Brown, Ltd. 
,. 1 • 

LONDON NEW YORK 

' ALAN C. COLLI NS, PRESIDENT 347 ffAfl! uv, F K 17 Di Pi I Ubl £ ~110 CABLES: BROWNCURT 

575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-42()0 

This form to be filled out, signed and returned to Curtis Brown, Ltd. who will execute and return a copy if permission is 
granted. 

The undersigned requests a non-exclusive license to 
r,-a: ~·-l use selections from 

. THE BtAotS Title ..... .... ... .... ... .. ...... .. .... .. : ... .. ................ .... .. .... ... .... ...... ........... ....... ............ ...... .... ..... ... .. .. .... .. .. ... ...... ........... .......... ... ... ..... ... ... ..... .. ...... ... . 

MER ABJWlAMS Author ... .. ... ... ..... ..... .... ... .. ... ... ....... ... .•...... .... ..... .. .. ........ ... ..... ... .... ..... ..... ...... .... .......... ........ .... ... ...... .... ... ........ .. ...... .... ... ... ..... .. .............. ..... 

Published in .. .. . HOLIDAI . .MAGAZIHE, ...... ... .. ........ .... ... .. ..... ... ... ........... .. ... ..... ... ...... ...... .... .... .. ... AP.ll:L .. US$l .. ..... .. .... ..... ............. . . 
(magazine or book) (date of issue or publicat ion date) 

Published by .. ..... .... .... ...... ............ ..... ... ... .......... .... .. .. ... ..... ..... .. ..... .. . ... ... .. .. ... ..... .......... ....... ... ............ ...... .. .... .. ....... .... ..... .. the following: 

(Please supply in above space specific and accurate details of material desired, with pages, chapter heads, opening and 
closing lines, in short, whatever data may be necessary to identify exactly the material to be used.) 

This material is to be published in a ) book 
,.,. •• ,I! 

To be published by ... .... 1 .•... Y •... Gr.awall .. C~n,: .... .. .... ... .... ..... .. ....... .. .... ........... .... .. .. ..... .. .. .. .... ........ ......... ... .... ... ... ..... ... ... ... ... .. . 

Proposed publication date .... ~~~ .. :~ ........ .. .... ..... .. .. .. ... ................ Tentative publication price .... ... t.J,.:;J.,£ .... ... ............ . 
IN CONSIDERATION of the permission granted herein, the undersgined agrees to print the following copyright 
notices in each and every copy of the publication concerned: 

Reprinted by permission of ..... ~~~: .. A~~~~·· ·· ···· ······················ ··· ···· ··········· ··· ···· ········ ······················ ··· ··· ······ ·· ······ ··· ············ ··· 

"Copyright XC .. (c.). .. 19..S.9. .. by ... fh• .. Cur.U• .. MUahing ... Colll"1.\T:' ......................... .. .... .. ...... .......................... . 

~ .. ... ... ....... ... ..... ..... ... ....... ....... ... .. .......... ... .... ... .. ...... ........... ...... ........ .. .. ...... ....... ......... ... .... ....... .... ... ..... .. ... .... .. .... ......... ....... ........ . 

And, further, the undersigned agrees to pay to Curtis Brown, Ltd., as agents for the author, the fee of $ .. 5.Q.•®·········· ······· 

.......................................................................................................... on or before ..... ~~µ.~,.~~.~.! .................. .............................. . 

And, the undersigned further agrees that: 

1. the rights herein granted apply solely to publication in the English language in the United States, Canada, and all territory outside 
the British Empire; 

2. the right to reprint the material above described shall apply only to the issue or edition named in the application, which issue or 
edition shall be completely manufactured within the United States; 

3. when the specific issue or edition goes off sale or out of print, all rights herein granted shall revert automatically to the author and the 
permission is thereby cancelled ; 

4. the permission herein granted does not extend to publication in a reprint, cheap, or separate edition of any sort whatsoever, (such as, 
for instance, a book club edition); and further any such use must be subject to further payment on terms which shall supplement 
the fee above-mentioned and which shall be mutually agreed upon in writing; 

5. the publication of the material in the form approved herein does not permit quotations therefrom in any other work; 

6. in the event payment is not made as specified, or in the event copyright and acknowledgment notices are not printed as specified, then 
all rights herein granted shall immediately determine without further notice and without prejudice to any monies that may be due 
the author under the terms hereof; 

7. two copies of the work containing the above-licensed material will be sent free of charge to Curtis Brown, Ltd., on or before publica­
tion date; 

8. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

Approved: 

CURTIS BROWN, LTD., Agent for the Proprietor 

Dated ......... .. ......... .. ...... .... ...... .... ... .... ..... ............................ .. ....... . 
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CURTIS BROWN, LTD. 
60 EAST 56th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

These forms to be filled in and returned to the above firm who will then quote a fee and any special conditions. 
If satisfactory, sign one form and return. 

{ 

p!Dl100cx 
The undersigned requests a non-exclusive ,license to reprint . ..,...., ......... 
. . "The 51ecka" • Peta Abrahams Title .. ............................ .. .... ... .... ........ .. .. .. .. ... ..... .. ... .. ................... .. . Author ......... .. ....... ......... ........... ... _ ............. .. ................. ......... . 

Published in ....... ... ~~~.;~~!: .... ' ... '. .. ~~~~.~ .................................. . . ...................... l ~ i. .................... .................. ...... .... . 
(magazine or book) (date of issue or publication date) 

Published by ............ . ~~~~!<?.~ ... ~.~~~., .. ~.~ ..... : ..... ............. ..................... ..... .. ....... ........... ...... ... .. ..... .. ....... .. .. :' ....... ....... . 
(Please supply specific details of material desired, with pages, chapter heads, opening and closing lines. In short, 
whatever necessary to identify the material precisely.) 

. . . . . { t~ t bo~k · nJ:C LlTE:RAT 
This material IS to be published ID a tl'~k entitled .... :····· ·· .. ••• .... ; .. J;~;·..-:···Mi'ii;·~~··J;·~·~ .. 'ii~b;·~t· .. o·iN~al 

. c t t , Foresr~an 1 at '/ . and Re len KcDonne 11 
To be published by .................. ... .................................................... .Ed1ted by..... .. . .... ... .... ............ . 

Proposed publication date ... ... ... ~'!!.. ... .................. ........ ................ ... Tentative publication price ........ ~~.~§ .............................. . 

d _ a rbac'. A • • f fi . . 151000 Paper or bar cover .............. : ...... .. ..... ..... ... .... .. .......... ....... .. ...... pproXImate size o rst pnntmg ........................................ .. . .. 

In consideration of the permission granted herein, the undersigned agrees to print the following copyright notice 
in each and every copy of the publication concerned, and to guarantee in all cases that the owner's copyright will 
be preserved: 

R . d b . . f C\atie, Brown, J..td. epnnte y perm1ss1on o ............ ~ .............................................................................................................. .. .. .. ...... .. . .. 

• ~ ·59 by fei-f eet PubUsh!ng Co. . 
Copyright © 19 ......................................................................................... ............... ..................... .. ........... -................. .. 

The undersigned agrees to pay to the above firm, as agents for the author, the fee of $ .. J,9;lf.®. ....... on publication, 
or within two years from the date of this agreement, whichever is earlier. 

(1) The rights granted herein apply solely to publication in the English language in the United States, Canada and 
~~~~~JI¥:~ elaewben tlu-OUgbout the WOl'ld. 

(2) The right to reprint the material described above shall apply only to the issue or edition named in the application, 
but this permission shall also extend to special editions of the work produced solely for the use of the handicapped 
by approved non-profit organizations and to revised editions where changes in contents do not exceed one-fourth 
of the original text. 
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( 3) This permission shall also extend to the licensing of book club and reprint rights of the book in which selection 
appears, upon notice of such use, provided the publisher pays to the above firm a pro rata share of one-quarter 
of the gross sums received from such license, or ten dollars per selection, whichever shall be the greater. 

( 4) When no original or licensed edition is in print or ten years after the date of original publication, whichever is 
earlier, all rights granted herein shall revert automatically to the author and permission is cancelled. 

( 5) This permission does not include any copyrighted matter from otha sources that may be incorporated in 
the material. 

( 6) No deletions from, additions to, or changes in the text may be made without the written approval of the above firm. 

( 7) The title of the material licensed herein shall not be used as the title of the book, nor shall the name of the 
author of such material be given greater prominence than the name of any other author in the book. 

( 8) Tlie publication, of. the material in the form approved herefn does not permit quotations therefrom in any other work. 

(9) In the event payment is not made as specified, or in the event copyright and acknowledgment notices are not 
printed as specified, then all rights herein granted shall immediately terminate without further notice and without 
prejudice to any monies that may be due the author under the terms hereof. 

(10) Two copies of the work containing the above-licensed material will be sent free of charge to the above firm on 
publication date. 

(11) SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS: 

APPROVED 

CURTIS BROWN, LTD. 

BY ... 1kii1iC .............. .. . 
Date ... D..t~QK. ...... \9. .. l.\~\?.q ................ .. 

s;z:_.~ --=-~·~ 
(Applicant's signature) 

....~ 
.......... l9..QO .. la.ai .. Lflk1 .. AY.en.u.... ........ ' 

(Address) 

.. ....... Glenv1ew .... Ill1nots ........ ~~.~ 

Date .......... ~t.9.P.~t .. Jl., ... 11.§.?. ...................... .. 

SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES, INC. 

-
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(D Cmtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills, P. O. 
St . Andrews 
Jamaica, B. W. I . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September 4, 1959 

As you will see by the encl osed accounting 
we have been successful in getting Knopf to dispense 
with the deduction of alien tax on your current royalties 
and in obtaining a r efund on the royalties paid to you 
in March. 

As for the tax on the sale to Holiday, the 
attached copy of a letter f rom The Curtis Publishing 
Company will give you the story up-to-date . 

yours, 

NS/jw 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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HE CUI IS [ UEllSHI. 

CAI'/!. hi( 
C Mt I lll' 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills, P. O. 
St . Andrews 
Jamaica, B. w. I . 

Due from A. A. Knopf, Inc . as 
r oyaltie s t o April JO, 1959 . 

Less: 15% Commission 

By check herewith--

3.43 

$19045 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September 5, 1959 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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t/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrews 
Jamaica., B.W.I 

Due from Alfred A. Knopf $8 .67 
as refund of tax on October JO., 1958 
royalties paid March 1959. 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

September L, 1959 

By check herewit h $8 .67 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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Capress S8-214 

DATE 

E. 8c 0. E. 

I, KING STREET, 

KINGSTON, 

JAMAICA, e.w.,. 

CJJr. lo D. HENDERSON & CO., LTD. 

DEBIT 

I JUL 59 

TO I NT .ACCRUED TO 
56. tt. 5 

N . B .-PAYMENTS MADE AFTER THE ABOVE DATE 

WILL APPEAR ON OUR NEXT STATEMENT. 

CREDIT BALANCE 

2,232. 3.10 
---------

2.2 68. 15. 5 

THE LAST ITEM IN 
THIS COLUMN IS THE 
AMOUNT YOU OW& , 
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Cable: Browncurt 

r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

/ . -

AIRLETTER 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O . 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica 
B.WoI . 

Dear Mr . Abrahams : 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

July 29, 1959 

Your letter to me must have crossed Miss Suker­
man 's letter to you with the check, but expl aining 
why the Curtis Company had to continue, for the 
time being, to hold the thirty percent. 

This is a beastly nuisance and I can only hope 
that Curtis, and we, will get a ruling soon. 

All the best . 

Yours sincerely, 

-

EH.: dab 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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t/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrews 
Jamaica, B.W.I. 

Dear Mr. At,rahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 

July 24, 19.59 

You will see by the attached accounting that 
Holiday has withheld the 30% tax and I have also attached 
a copy of a letter from their controller which explains 
their position. I had hoped to send you t he payment in 
toto, t hat is with the refund of tax, but now it seems 
that there will be a delay on the refund. I say this 
because I have tri ed for months to get a ruling from our 
Treasury Department and it will be something of a miracle 
i f Curtis Publishing Company gets one quickly. 

I am also including the A.A.Knopf royalty 
statement to April 30 which is due for payment by September 
1st. You will see that t hey have shown a deduction of 
t he JO% alien tax. I have sent t hem a set of makeshift 
exemption forms, copies of the ones you signed, which I 
hope they will accept. If not, Knopf will also be bom­
barding our Treasury Department and that ought to put a 
fire under the pot. 

NS/jw 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 
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{D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, N ew York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills, P. O. 
St . Andrews 
Jamaica, B. W. I . 

Due f r om Holiday as all 
American and Canadian serial 
right s on CORE OF THE APPLE­
HARLEM. 

Less: 10% Commission 
One Path of Thunder 

for T oV. of fer ~ 
Taxes t> 

I 
By check herewith 

100. 00 

3. 05 
300 . 00 

Alan C. Collins, President 

July 24, 1959 

$1000. 00 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 
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Cable: Browncurt 

t/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 57 5 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

AIRLETTER 

Peter Abrahams, Esqo 
Coyaba 
Red Hi lls P. O. 
St. Andrew, 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

June 29, 1959 

I found THE CORE OF THE APPLE enormously absorbing 
and I am sending it on to Harry Sions . 

Thank you for tell ing us about the reciprocal trade 
agreement and I am giving your letter to our accoun­
ting department o 

Yours very sincerely, 

EH: dab 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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ID Curtis Brown, Ltd, 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
1Coyaba 1 

Red Hills P. O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, B.W. I . 

Dear Mr . Abr ahams : 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

May 28 , 1959 

I am mos t anxious to hear from you regarding my letter to you of 
May 8. We have written out the final draft of the Manos contract 
and I have heard nothing further from Bill Branch , so I do want to 
hear from you as to whether you have heard from Bill . 

Time is on our side in getti ng our of the Branch agreement. I 
gather Mr . Branch nas won some kind of founda tion prize , and he 
seems to be working on two other projects according to the papers 
l ast week. 

My very best to you, and I look forward to hearing from you. I 
shall send on the contracts when they are ready for signature . 

Cor dially, 

Degener 

CSD:pj 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard , Magazines Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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tiJ Curtis Brown, Ltd. 57 5 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Mr. Peter Abrahams 
1Coyaba 1 

Red Hills P.O. 
St . Andrew, Jamaica, B.W. I . 

Dear :Mr . Abrahams : 

Yray 8, 19.59 

Alan C. Collins, P resident 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

I have waited a long time since your return to Jamaica before writing 
bacause I wanted to clear up several matters . As you know, MINE BOY 
i s going forward wither off-Broadway in New York or in London's West 
End; things look better every day for the West End. I am now in the 
process of daily negotiations with Manos' lawyer on details in the 
new musical contract . I am delighted we need a new contract, as It 
gives us a chance to clarify certain points and improve the conditions 
a little bit . 

One of the reasons for the delay has been anos' feeling that he simply 
cannot pay you an advance and not pay Martin, Baker and Elli ngton. I 
for one feel we should go along with Manos as I feel yor:r financial 
position in the musical is excellent - that is, 1½% of the gross from 
the first dollar or pound and 2.5% of the total Author ' s share on all 
subsidiary rights . 

I shall work out a final draft of this contract with the lawyers and 
send you copies in Jamaica for your signature . 

Just for your files I shall enclose a thermofax copy of a letter re­
ceived from Timothy Taylor, the lawyer for William Branch . The issue 
brought up in Mr . •raylor's letter to me of April 13 has been dealt with. 
Under the agreement you have with Mr . Branch he has no right to sell 
any rights until the play is produced for 21 performances , so I cannot 
imagine why Bill thinks he can sell a movie before he has gotten the 
play on. I refer you to clause 3 of the agreement between you and Bill. 

This brings me to the whole matter of Bill and his attempt to adapt 
A WREATH FOR UDOMO . Have you heard from him? I cannot get him on the 
phone and think he is avoiding me . Mr . Taylor , his lawyer, is no 
longer authorised to speak with me about the whole matter, so could 
you give me a brief history of whether or not you ever wrote a letter 
to Bill telling him that you did not wish him to proceed with the play? 
I note that Miss Stewart wrote to you on August 14, 1958 telling you 
that you had to give written approval or a statement of changes you 
wished, or to state your complete disapproval after the receipt of the 
script. I also note that onOOeember 39, 1959 Miss Stewart wrote you 
pointing Olm that the revised script should have been in your hands 
in November, 1958 . Therefore we may possibly be able to simply tell 
Bill that he has no rights in the book . 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



Alfreb. ·A· Knopf Incorporated • 501 Madison Avenue,, N ew , York 22 
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riJ Curtis Brown, U d. 575 Madison Avenue, N ew York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esqo 
'Coyaba' 
Red Hills P. O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, BoW. I . 

Due from Alfred Ao Knopf Inco 
as royalties to October 31, 1958 
on various titl es 

Less:- 15% Commission 
JO% Alien Tax 

By check herewith 

$28 .-90 

13. 00 

$15090 

Alan C. Collins, President 

March 6, 19.59 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 
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Cable : Browncurt 

tiJ Curtis Brown, Ltd, 5 7 5 Madison Avenue, New Yark 2 2 PLaza 5-4200 

' 

Peter Abrahams , Esq. 
Coya.ba 
Red Hills P. O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica 

Dear Mr . Abra:hams: 

Alan C. Collins, President 
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 

April 14, 1959 

First of all, it was awfully nice to meet you, and I 
look forward very very much to your new book. Mean­
while , I wrote to Harold Strauss about reprint and 
have had the following letter . 

111'-Iany thanks for your letter of pr;i.l 9' about Peter 
Abrahamsand reprint possibilities of hi•s novels . 
As we always do , we have offered all of them to the 
paperback people , and so- far have not gotten an pf'fer 
for any of themo I don't think we can really use 
the possibility of MINE BOY being mad_e into a musti:cal 
as armnunition. You know what the theater world is 
like, andl how many of these possibilities never 
materialize. But once the musical actually is in 
production, I promise you that we will go back had 
at the cp i nters, :i.f inde d Lhey o not come back 
at us for the book before then. 11 

I'm keeping in close touch t-1ith Cindy Degener and 
will keep after Knopf o 

Sincerely yours, 

NB/ah 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books Claire S, Degener, Plays, Films, Television 
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Mi s Jo f tevr ·t 
Cur tis Brown Ltd., 
575 1 ... a di on Avenue 
New Y rk 22 

De r Jo : 

I am oorr , to 
you when I c ome up l 
do wi sh you a l . the 
under ·a ins . 

Mo.i!ch 2nd , 1959 
as f r o., : 
11 oyuba 0

, c d Hill s 
St . An re '1 , J -::, . 

that I won 't see 
thi month. But I 
i n yo-:xr fu l, - e 

ou f or 1 oe-. i ng G i G j_)ic JJ."e 
a bout the t\70 st. c;c pr j • cts . I Jill ct i n 
touch vi t h Bronch and wi t h ]ilanos ·when I e 
up i n -ie'.7 - rl • 

!ilay I end by once again t ho~nki ng you 
for v,11 t yo . hn.ve t1one on ny behal f t.Ul 
wi shL : y _ tho bo ot for the f'u.tui: e . 

Yov.rc ever 

<?Jr 
P('.lter Abr 

PA/!i d 
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r/J Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, N ew York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 

February 17, 1959 

Dear .t'eter: 

I t is good news that you will be visiting our 
shores next month. However I am sad I will not be here 
to see you. I will be leaving the agency in mid March. 

To bring you up to date on the t wo projects. 
! WREATH FOR UDOMO and Wil.Liam Branch. I 1ve told him 
you wil.L be here and he would .Like to sit down and ta.Lk 
to you. I think it would be well if you got in touch 
with him when you arrive. He can be reached at 6o5 East 
13th Street. Telephone- home Spring 7-2318 or by contacting 
Plaza 5-0416. He has just taken over as producer of the 
new Jackie .H.obinson radio show and will be spending a good 
deal of his time at the Plaza number. 

MI NE BOY (SATURDAY LAUGHTER). I talked to 
Chris t opher Manos last week. Everything was c.Leared 
with El.Lington to open as an Oft-Broadway production 
but they .Lost out on the theatre. It is important 
that the production is done in the right theatre. Manos 
hoped to get the York but another production went into 
it. If it is available before it i s too close to the 
summer, the plans are to go ahead. 

Chris knows you will be here t oo and he will 
bring you up to dat e on any new developments . He can be 
reached at the off ice 11 East 48th Street, Pl 3-U261 or at 
home 44 ~ast ~7th Street, Templeton 1-4649. 

It has been nice working with and for you and 
I will certainly be interested in you and particularly what 
happens with the above two properties no whether where I 
may be. Mrs. C.Laire Degener will take over here on the dramat ic 
rightso 

I hope you have a fine trip and the 
is interesting and you enjoy your visit . 

As ever, 
~eter Abrahams, ~sq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills , P.O. 
St. Andrew 
Jamaica, B.w.I. 

Jcf Stewart 

{I 

Mrs. Sewell H aggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 
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ID Curtis ~rown, Ltd. 57 5 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
,.,t. Andrew 
Jamaica, B. W. I 

Dear Peter: 

Alan C. Collins, President 

January 6, J.959 

lIB: A WR 'ATH FOR UDOMO 

Bill Branch has just telephoned with apologies 
for the deiay on the revised script. He evidently has 
been lining up with an agent; had her read the script 
and she .ewieffllt:1.y felt the points you mentioned most 
valid. Branch f ee.Ls he will have the revised script 
by the end of the rnomth to send to you. He also wondered 
if you at t his time intended to send ~ong your comments 
and suggestions on the 'minor points' in the script as 
you stated in yours of September 4th. I told him not to 
de.Lay the revise any longer for aft er you had gone over 
it these minor points could then be discussed. 

I stressed to him that the revised script 
should have been in our hands the end of November and 
I would J.et you know the state of a ffairs. It seems only 
in your favor to let him proceed with the revised script 
and let you make the decision after reading it. He seems 
very confident that he can please you. 

Jo 

s. 
Mn. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 
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tiJ Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

air letter 

eter Abrahams, Esqo 
Coyaba 
Red Hills PoO• 

t . Andrew 
Jamaica 
B. W. I . 

Dear Mr. brahams : 

Cable: Browncurt 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 

eptember 15, 1958 

I am very, very sorry you have beeR ill and deeply regret the 
nn6yance my cable must have caused you, but I had no choice 

in the mattero 

en Holiday replies to your letter, they will send a copy to 
me. Thank you very. much for your arbon. 

Yours sincerely, 

~ rs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDO N NEW YORK 

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 57S MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA S-4200 CABLES: BROWN CURT 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BURTON 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
ncoyaba" 
Red Hills P. O. 
St . Andrew 
Jamaica, B. W. I . 

Dear Peter : 

September 11, 1958 

RE : MINE BOY 
(SATURDAY LAUGHTER) 

Christopher Manos called me earlier this week. As I knew, 
he has been having difficulties raising the money. Under 
your agreement with him he was to have the play ready for 
production by September 15th. He is far from accomplish­
ing that. 

He has changed his plans and has decided to c ome in first 
with an Agatha Christie play called SPIDER'S WEB which 
they tried out in summer stock . He is hoping that with 
the success of the Christie play it will enhance their abil-
ities to complete raising of the money for MINE BOY. • 

As there has been no interest in any other quarter, it seems 
best to wait and see what happens after the Christi e play 
opens . I' l l keep on top of it . 

Best, 

JS:few 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON NEW YORK 

ALAN C. COLLI NS, PRESIDENT 575 M ADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA S-4200 CABLES: BROWN CURT 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BURTON 

Peter Abrahams, 
11Coyaba11 

Red Hills P.O. 
St. Andrew 

Esq. 

Jamaica, B. W. I . 

Dear Peter: 

September 11, 1958 

I was so sorry to hear that you have been ill and I do hope 
you have started to regain your strength. I do feel badly 
that you had to tire yourself at this time to answer mine 
on A WREATH FOR UDOMO, but I did want to get your reaction 
and for the reason that I was afraid the adaptation would 
not be too much to your liking. As I look over rrry notes I, 
too, felt pretty much as you did on several of the points 
you raised. I deliberately had not mentioned it when writ­
ing for you were the one to approve or disapprove. 

Immediately after receiving your letter I wrote Branch both 
at his New York address and the one we had in Rome. If he holds 
to plans he should return about the sixteenth. But I wanted 
to get on record your comments. 

Please do not bother until you feel stronger about the minor 
points for there will still be time to get these to Branch 
before he really gets rolling on a revision. As soon as I 
hear from him I'll let you know. 

I understand all is taken care of with Edith Haggard and 
the HOLIDAY assignment. 

Now mind your wife and get plenty of rest. 

JS:few 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES 
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r/J~~r;;', ~rown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
1 Coyaba1 

Red Hills P .oo 

St. Andrew 
Jamaica, B.W.I. 

Due i'rom Ali"red A. Knopf· Inc. 
as royalties to April JO, 195tl 

Less: 15% ConJllission 
JO% Alien Tax 

By cneck herewith 

Alan C. Collins, President 

September 5, 1958 

$44.31 

19.94 

$24.37 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BURTON 

347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 

eter Abrahams , Esq. 
'Coyaba' 
Red Hills P1 O. 
St. Andrew, J amaica, B. W. I . 

Dear Peter : 

LONDON NEW YORK 

MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT 

April lh , 1958 

As I had not heard from you I wrote Innes to see 
if you were still in Jamaica and at what address . As I knew 
you were leaving the paper i n March. He gave it to me, so I 
am sending the revised play scrint of MINE BOY - call ed 
SATURDA.Y LAUGHTER. Christopher Manos and Martin and Bates 
will be most interested in your comments. 

I went to an audition of the ·olay a couple of 
weeks a~o and keeo your fingers crossed - maybe we have 
some thin here . 

I hone you are enjoying u~our more leisurely life 
after the busy days as editor - but then I imagine you still 
have a full schedule but let me hear from you when you have a 
moment o 

Best regards . 

P. S. Yours of the eleventh 
you in more detail regarding 

JS:bj 

incerely, 

Jo tewart 

just received. Y I 111 be writinr 
Branch and the other matters . 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES 
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FORM 1001 
REV. DEC. 1954 

U.S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT- INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

EXEMPTION OR REDUCED RATE CERTIFICATE I UNITED KINGDOM 

Fof use by a Nonre • ent Alien Individual, Fiduciary, or Partnership, a Resident of the United Kingdom, or a Foreign Corporation whose business is managed and controlled in 
the United King aiming Exemption from, or Reduction in Rate of, United States Tax under Income Tax Convention between United States and the United Kingdom of April 
16, 1945. 

PAYOR OF INCOME BENEFICIAL OWNER OF INCOME 

CURTIS BROWN , LTD.. PETER ABRAHAMS 
ADDRESS OF PAYOR STREET AND NUMBER OF BENEFICIAL OWNER 

347 Madison Avenue, New York 1-7, New York V 

REGISTERED OWNER CITY AND COUNT RY 

y 
KIND OF INCOME (Check applicable box) 

□ INTEREST (OTHER THAN COUPON BOND INTEREST) □ NATURAL RESOURCE ROYALTIES 131 OTHER ROYALTIES □ REAL PROPERTY RENTALS 

IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the above-mentioned beneficial owner (1 ) (a) is a resident of the United Kingdom or (b) is a corporation (other 
than a United States domestic corporation) whose business is managed and controlled in the United Kingdom, and (2) has no permanent estab­
lishment in the United States, and (3) is chargeable lo United Kingdom tax with respect lo the income from the sources checked above. 

DATE SIGNATURE OF OWNER, TRUSTEE, OR AGENT ADDRESS OF TRUSTEE OR AGENT 
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PURPOSE OF THIS CERTIFICATE .... 

This certificate must be filed, in duplicate, with the United States 
withholding agent (the payor of the income referred to therein) in 
order to secure, at time of payment, the benefit of the exemption or 
reduced rate of tax, as the case may be, applicable to the following 
income under the Income Tax Convention between the United States 
and the United Kingdom. Such Convention-

(!) exempts from United States tax, (a) interest on bonds, securities, notes, deben­
tures, or on any other form of indebtedness, including interest on obligations of the 
United States, and (h) royalties from the right to use copyrights, patents, designs, 
secret processes or formulae, trade-marks, and oth8r like property, including rentals 
in respect of motion picture films, and 

(2) reduces to a rate not _in ~:z.cess of 15 percent the United States tax on real 
property rentals and royalties in respect of the operation of natural resources, 

received by a nonresident alien (including a nonresident alien individ­
ual, fiduciary. and partnership) who is a resident of the United Kingdom, 
or by a foreign corporation whose business is managed and controlled 
in the United Kingdom, if such alien or corporation is subject to United 
Kingdom tax on the income so received and has no permanent estab­
lishment in the United States at any time during the taxable year in 
which such income is derived. 

This certificate should NOT be filed by a corporation with respect to 
interest payable to it by a United States domestic corporation more 
than 50 percent of the entire voting power of which is controlled, 
directly or indirectly, by it, since such interest is NOT entitled ~o the 
exemption from United States tax. 

Do NOT use this certificate in claiming exemption on coupon bond 
interest, but use Form 1001-UK. oPo 16-48530-4 

Form l00lA-UK shall be filed with the withholding gent for each 
successive three-calendar-year period during which such income is 
paid. Each such form filed with any withholding agent shall be fils-d 
not later than 20 days preceding the date of the fi yment within 
each successive period, or, if that is not possible se of special 
circumstances, as soon as possible after such first payment. Once such 
a form has been filed in respect of any three-calendar-year period, no 
additional Form l00lA-UK need be filed i"n respect thereto unless the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue notifies ·the withholding agent that 
another such form shall be filed by the taxpayer. If, after filing such 
form, the taxpayer ceases to be eligible for the benefits of the Conven­
tion with respect to such income, he shall promptly notify the with­
holding agent by letter in duplicate. When any change occurs in the 
ownership of the income as recorded on the books of the payor, the 
exemption from, or reduction in the rate of, withholding of United 
States tax shall no longer apply unless the new owner of record is 
entitled to and does properly file a Form l00lA-UK with the with­
holding agent. The term "beneficial owner" for the purposes of this 
form means the person who, . in the absence of the Convention, would 
have been subject to·the full United States tax upon the income. 

The duplicate of Form l 00!A-UK (and letter) shall be immediately 
forwarded by the withholding agent to the District Director of Internal 
Revenue, Audit Division, Alien Returns Section, Baltimore 2, Maryland. 

FORM lOOlA-UK (Rev. 12-54) 
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Cu is Brown, Ltd. LONDON NEW YORK 

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCUll.T 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BUllTON 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Public Opinion 
2 Torrington Road 
Kingston - P. o. Box 115 
Jamaica, British West Indies 

Dear Peter: 

January B, 1958 

It was good to hear from you and thank you for 
returning the dramatic agreements on A WR.FATH FOR UDOMO. 

Regarding the u. K. exemption certificate. The 
treasury department will not accept a home address in care 
of an agent, bank or aeyone like that. To establish your­
self as a resident of England you have to :Mave your own 
address. I am enclosing in duplicate a new form for you 
to fill out. 

As there has been a delay while we have been 
waiting for t he certificate it seems best that we send 
the accounting to you now. As you will see the 30% alien 
tax~ have been deducted. If you have legal residence in 
England and after we have received the new exemption 
certificate, this money will be refunded to you. 

It is wonderful news to know that you will be 
getting back to your ow writing early this year. I know 
Knopf will be equally as glad, but 1 111 save that oleasant 
surprise until you tell me more about these plans of yours. 

Yes, I had very nice holidays and I hooe you and 
the family did also. 

JS:bj 
enc.2 

Best, 

J~ Stewart 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' llEPRESENTATIVES 
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Curtls .... 'Brown, Ltd. 
ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISO N AVENUE, NEW YOltK 17 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
o/o Public Opinion 
2 orrington Road 
P.O. Box 115 
Kingst on, Jamaica B. w.r. 
Dear Mr. Abrahams:· 

LONDON NEW YORK 

MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES : BROWNCURT 

January 7, 1958 

We take pleasure in enclosing our statement 
representing the amount due to you. 

We shall be glad to know if any of the details 
do not agree with your record. 

~ : ruly yours, 

/~~~ 
Due f r om Alf red A. Knopf Inc. $34.42 
f or royal ties to April 30, 1957 

Less: 1.5% Commission 5.16 ( IA.c. . ~ 
30% Alien taxes 10.33 ~ J 15.h9 

By check herewith $18.93 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPR ESENTATIVES 
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Alfred· A· Knopf Incorporated 501 Madison A venue, New York 22 

ROYALTY STATEMENT 

• • Curtis Brown Ltd. For six month period ended 

April 30, 1957 

• Peter Abrahams • Payment is due ... s-EP 1- 19.51 ...... . 

•COPIES SOLD 

TITLE 

1. Tell Freedom 

RETAIL REGULAR 
PRICE 

FOREIGN RATE OF ROYALTY AMOUNT &: SPECIAL 

2. 

$ 4.oo 72 17~ of 165. 4h 
23 11 2/3 % of 3 ._oo 

!I. Mine Boy 
4. 

1.25 if6 .,., 
4 

17t of 4. 31-
17 o of l0.84 

5. % 
6. % 
7. % 
8. % 
9. % 

10. % 

\ tTITT\NS IN tX~ES S ~F SALES 

STATEMENT OF AUTHOR'S SHARE OF INCOME FROM 

SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY 

copies@ 

SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY 

SALE OF FOREIGN RIGHTS ( 

SALE OF SELECTION RIGHTS ---­

SALE OF 

SALE OF 

SALE OF 

copies@ 

DEDUCTION S 

VANCES PAID TO AUTHOR ····· ········ ····---------············· ·· ············$ 

RCHASES OF BOOKS BY AUTHOR ·························-------­
CHARGES FOR EXCESS ALT ERATIONS IN PROOF AND PREPARING 

MAN USCRIPT FOR PRINTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH INVOICE 
RENDERED ·····•··--- -----····--··---···--

DEBIT BALANCE FROM PREVIOUS REPORT ··· ··············-·······-·······••··•············-··-·········-
U. S. FEDERAL INCOME T AX % ON$ ........................ ........ . 

$ 

BALANCE 

•The above royalty is subject to adjustment when the actual 
number of copies retained by booksellers out of those 
shipped with privilege of return, has been determined. 

DEBIT BALANCE 

$ 28.95 
4.32 .....fs 
1.90 

$ 34.42 

$ 34.42 

$ 

$ 

$ 34.42 
$ 
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Alfred·A·Knopf Incorporated • 501 Madisun Avenue, New York 22 

ROYALTY STATEMENT 

• Curtis Brown Ltd. 
3i~ 7 Madison A venue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

• Peter Abrahams 

TITLE 

• 

•COPIES SOLD 

RETAIL REGULAR 
PRICE 

FOREIGN 
& SPECIAL 

For six month period ended 

April 30, 1957 

Payment is due---···························-

RATE OF ROYALTY AMOUNT 

1. Wreath For Udomo 
2. 

17½ % of $3805. 02 , $ 665. 88 
% 

!I. 

4. 
5. 
6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 
10. 

* TURNS IN EXCESS OF SALES 

STATEMENT OF AUTHOR'S SHARE OF INCOME FROM 

SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY 

copies@ 

SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY 

( copies@ 

SALE OF FOREIGN RIGHTS ( 

SALE OF SELECTION RIGHTS ·········-····················---··················-·····--····-- ­
SALE OF 

SALE OF 

SALE OF 

% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 

$ 665.88 , 

$ 

$ 

$ ~ -88 
To Refund f or Reserve Against Returns deduc ted in our 10/31/56 report - - - ,93. 83 

D E D U CT I O N S ~0'5-

ADVANCES PAID TO AUTHOR ···································································· ··············-··························$ 

PURCHASES OF BOOKS BY AUTHOR ········ ········ ···············-·································•·····-····-··--·····­
CHARGES FOR EXCESS AL TERA TIO NS IN PROOF AND PREP ARING 

MANUSCRIPT FOR PRINTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH INVOICE 

RENDERED ·······-··············-·······----

DEBIT BALANCE FRO.l\f PREVIOUS REPORT ·-······--·············-----

U. S. FEDERAL INCOME TAX % ON$ 

*The above royalty is subject to adjustment when the actual 
number of copies retained by booksellers out of those 
shipped with privilege of return, has been determined. 

$ 

$ 

BALANCE 

DEBIT BALANCE $ 72. 05 
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A ·A· Knopf Incorporated 501 Madison A venue, .New York 22 

ROYALTY STATEMENT 

. Curti s Brown Ltd. 
For six month period ended 

• Peter Abrahams • 

October 3 ~ 9 7- \958 

Payment is due ...... ~ 

•COPIES SOLD 

T I T L E 
RETA IL REGU LAR FOREIGN R ATE OF R OYALTY AMOUNT PR ICE & SPECIAL 

A• 1. Te11 • Freedom 
2. 

s 4. 50* 60 17:½% of $13.3.e5; $ 23.32 
29 11 2/3% of 48 .14 

• 3. Mine Boy 
4. 

3. 50 33 17½% of 65. 31 

5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 

10. 

1.25 No Sales 

* Inereased 6/25/57 

ST ATEMEN T OF AUTHOR'S SHARE OF I NCO ME FRO M 

SALE FR OM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY 

copies@ 

SA LE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY 

SALE OF FOR EIGN RI GH TS ( 

SALE OF SELECTION RIGHTS . 

SALE OF 

SALE OF 

SALE OF 

copies@ ¢ 

D E D UC TIO NS 

ADVANCES PAID TO AUTHOR . 

PUR CH ASES OF BOOKS BY AUTH OR .. 

CH AR GES FOR EXCESS ALTER ATIONS I N · PROOF AND PR EPARING 
MANUSCRI PT FOR PRINTER I N ACCORDANCE W ITH I NVOICE 
R ENDER ED 

DEBIT BALANCE FR OM PR EVIO US R EPOR T ... 

U. S. FEDER AL INCO ME TAX % O N$ 

* The above royalty is subject to adjustment when the actual 
number of copies retained by booksellers out of those 
shipped with privilege of return, has been determined . 

% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 

s 

BALANCE 

DEBIT BA LANCE 

5.62 
11. 43 

s 40. 37 

s 40.37 

s 

$ 

s 40.37 / 
$ 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 

MRS, SF.WELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BURTON 

Peter Abrahams , E 
c/ blic Opi nion 
2 Torrington Ro ad 
P . a. Bo 115 
in ton, Jama· ca 

Briti h est Indies 

Dear Peter : 

• 

LONDON 

MURRAY HI LL 6-6170 

March 2, 19.58 

I bel ieve if you heed to plans you were taking 
leave of your ed · tor ' s chair his month . Wi 1 you be 
returning to England and i1' so ulease let me have your 
address . For ax uurnoses we will need t.o establish your 
legal reside nce during 1958. 

is is just a short note to get this uo i nt 
cleared up . 1 111 be wri ing you soon on he d am tizat · 

J":bj 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPR ESENTATIVES 

NEW YORK 

CABLES: BROWNCURT 
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(D Curtis :rown, Ltd . • 

Peter Abrahams, Es q . 
Coyaba 
Red Hills P. O. 
st . Andrew 
Jamaica, B. w.r . 

Dear Peter : 

l 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 

December 30, .L958 

Christopher lvtanos telephoned me about MIN~ BOY 
( Si:!.TURDAY LAUGHTER/. Their pl.ans i 'or the play have changed 
and they now think it might be best to bring it in as an 
off Broadway show (a maj or off Broadway house) . He expects 
Duke E.Ll.ington in town on January 6th and they will be going 
into it extensive.q in these terms . He promised I would 
hear shortly af ter their discussion . 

Ir ecently queried Bill Br anch regarding the 
revis i on of' A ~' KATH .FOR UDOMO but he has not rep.Lied . I know 
you were very displeased with his first scr ipt . Branch according 
to the contract had eight weeks to make the changes a1·ter re­
cei ving word from you, and this was up November 1.6-th , 19580 I 
will wrap t hi s up officially as soon as I talk to Branch . 

It would be so nice 11· the seminar on Afi:ica 
takes place, ii' you could be herfiil. I would .Love to see you 
again and you could meet your Ameri can agents and that would 
be rj:uisd:,. f ine. 

May the New Year be very good to you and yours . 

Bes t, 

Jo Stew 
Mn. SMll Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 
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{D Curtis Brown, Ltd. 

Peter Abrahams, Esq . 
11Coyaba11 

Red Hills P. O. 
st. Andrew 
Jamaica, B. W. I. 

Dear Peter: 

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200 

Alan C. Collins, President 

September 24, 1958 

RE: WREATH FOR UOOMO 

William Branch is back in the country and he telephoned me 
yesterday. My letter, giving your reaction to his adaptation 
of the novel, was, of course, waiting for him. 

He says he is not unhappy at all about your criticism or 
' undaunted.' In fact, he welcomes it. He di d not quite under­
stand one of the points you raised underlying the second theme. 
He said he was a little mystified about this, but he wants to 
digest it all more thoroughly before he writes you and starts 
working on the script again. He also would nrefer to wait 
until he gets your second letter regarding the minor points of 
detail . 

Please don't rush about this, but wait unt ·1 you are fully re­
covered before you think about it. 

I also talked to him about the copyright and he said that there 
will be no trouble here -- the revised script wil l be copy­
righted in both your names as it should be. 

I do hope, Peter, your convalescence has been rapid and you are 
feeing more like yourself. 

With warm regard. 

JS:few 

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON 

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BURTON 

AIRMAIL 

Peter Abralj ams, 
11Coyaba11 

Red Hi lls P.O . 
St.Andrew 
Jamaica, B. w.r. 
Dear Peter: 

575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-4200 

August 14, 19.58 

Esq. 

NEW YORK 

CABLES : BROWN CURT 

I am glad to send you illiam Branchs ' play adaptation 
of your novel, A WREATH FOR UDOMO . Under your agreement with Branch 
you must give ;.Jrit ten approval or a statement of changes or your 
complete disapproval, with your reasons within three weeks after 
receipt of the script . 

You will note that Branch has copyrighted thi s only in 
his name. The dramatisation should be copyrighted in both your 
names and I am taking t his up with him i:rrmediately upon hi s ret urn . 
I don't know what we can do about it at t: · s pointo 

s. 
enc . 

Please let me hear from you . 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES 

UWI L
ibr

ari
es



Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON 

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-4200 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BURTON 

eter brahams , Esq. 
c/o ~ blic pinion 
2 Torri ngton Road 
P. • Box 11.5 
Kingston, Jamaica 
British Vi es t Indies 

Dear Peter : 

July 23, 19.58 

I thought you would like to see the encl osed le ter 
from William Branch regarding A WR " F R U OMO . 
I do hope there will be no further delay, and I will 
be writing you again as soon as I have the script in 
hand. 

I hope things go well with you. 

Best regards . 

JS/pol 
Enc . : 1 

Very sincerely, 

M EMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPR ESENTATIVES 

NEW YORK 

CABLES: BROWN CURT 
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William Branch, Esq. 
605 n- st 13 Street 
New York 9, New York 

Dear 4'r. Branch, 

July 23, 1958 

Thank you for your nice letter or JU:ly 16th. I'm sor-ry 
to hear that the script of A 'WREA 'l'H F R UNOO by Peter 
Abrahams tid not completely satisfy you. As you say, 
you've lived witll it so long, that it might be well to 
ge t some other opinions mw. 1 shall look forward to 
seeing 1t by the end of tQe mnth, and l am sure that 
Peter will be glad to hear from you. 

Congratulations on winning one of the Robert E. Sher­
wood Awards. Also the Del Vecchio. I aa real proud 
or you. 

Best regards . 

Sincerely yours, 

Jo Stewart 

JS/pol 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON NEW YORK 

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BURTON 

575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 

Peter Abrahams, Esq; 
'Coyaba' 
Red Hills , P.O. 
St. Andrew, Jamaica, B.W. I . 

Dear Peter: 

PLAZA 5-4200 

June 2, 1958 

_,// 
) ' 

I hope you are enjoying your days away from the 
grind of the paper. 

Have you had a chance to read the scriot of 
St TURDAY LAUGHTER (MINE BOY) that I sent you in April? 

CABLES; BROWN CURT 

I was talking to Christopher Manos the other day. 
They are in the 11money raising" stage and will probably have 
another audition in a few weeks . The contract calls for them 
t o produce and uresent the pl ay by p~t ember 15th, so they do 
not have too much time. I 111 keep you filled ino 

I should also be getting the scr iot f rom Bill Branch 
on A WREA 'IH FOR UDOMO very soon. It was to be in my hands the 
end 01· May, and. if I do not hear in a day or two I 111 phone him. 

Have you started the new novel? I was t alking to 
·Harold Strauss the other day and we talked about you. Knopf are 
anxious of course t o get your nexto 

,,. 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGAllD 

NAOMI BURTON 

575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 

eter Abrahams, Esq . 

LONDON NEW YORK 

PLAZA S-4200 CABLES : BROWN CURT 

June 2, 1958 

Innes and Pauline Rose are making an unexnected and 
quick hop to the states. I'm seeing them at a cocktail party 
at the Overseas Press Club tomorrow and I'm looking forward 
t o seeing them again. Wish you were here to join uso 

JS:bj 

- 2 -

Jo Stewart 
I u 

M EM BER OF SOCIETY OF AtJTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES 
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With the Compliments of 

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
575 Madison Avenue 

New York 22, N. Y. 
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Alfred· A· Knopf Incorporated • 501 Madison A venue, .New York 22 

ROYALTY STATEMENT 

• Curtis Brown Ltd. 
515 Madison Avenue 
New York 22, N. Y. 

• Peter Abrahams 

TIT LE 

• 

• 

*COPIES SOLD 

RETAIL REGULAR FOREIGN 
PRICE & SPECIAL 

12 
For<dt month period ended 

April 30, 1958 

Payment is due ....................................... . 

RATE OF ROYALTY AMOUNT 

1. A Wreath For Udomo 
2. 

s 3.95 8 17½ % of $23.76 $ 4.16 

3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 

10. 

STATEMENT OF AUTHOR'S SHARE OF INCOME FROl'vI 

SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY 

copies@ 

SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY 

SALE OF FOREIGN RIGHTS ( 

SALE OF SELECTION RIGHTS ... 

SALE OF 

SALE OF 

SALE OF 

copies @ 

% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 
% 

s 

DEDUCTIONS 

ADVANCES PAID TO AUTHOR . 

PURCHASES OF BOOKS BY AUTHOR . 

CHARGES FOR EXCESS ALTERATIONS IN PROOF AND PREPARING 
MANUSCRIPT FOR PRINTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH INVOICE 
RENDERED .............................................................. . 

DEBIT BALANCE FROM PREVIOUS REPORT ... . ... ·················-·· 

U. S. FEDERAL INCOME TAX % ON$ 

*The above royalty is subject to adjustment when the actual 
number of copies retained by booksellers out of those 
shipped with privilege of return, has been determined. 

BALANCE 

DEBIT BALANCE 

s 4.16 

$ 

c..,. 
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Curtis B1own, Ltd. 
ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
o/oPu.blic Opinion 
2 Torrington Road 
P.O•Box 115 
Kingston, Jamaica, B.W.n 

Dear Mr. Abrahams: 

LONLJN NEW YORK 

MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT 

March 7, 1958 

We take pleasure in enclosing our statement 
repre-senting the amount due to you. 

We shall be glad to know if any of the details 
do not agree with your record. 

Due from Alfred A. Knopf Inc. 
as royalties to October 31, 1957 

Less: 15% Commission 
30% alien tax 

By check herewith 

6.06 
12.ll 

$40.37 

rn.11 

$22.20 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON NEW YORK 

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROW NCURT 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BURTON 

br· as, E • 
b • c 0p·, i on 

ington Ro 
Jamaica, - British et I ie 

Dear Pete : 

Decem er 17 , 957 

It l' e ' to Chris Ma.os the wee on u BO o He 
h d anauditio se eral months ago and the co sensus wa that 
the pay needed more music . Duke Ellington has come up with 
several m e songs and right now the script i having more 
wori<: done on it . Ma os hone to have the revised scrint 
shortly and he will send me a copy, which will send o you. 

They are now wor i g on t e money end. he casting 
has not e does not think t ey wil try for big star 
names - oping he Duke's mu ic wil_ he ,he dr w - and use 
'11.0 e or le unknowns . s wa done 1· i th the hit show, of 
this season, ,sm ST E ST RY . ) I elieve the songs ha e een 
recorded also . 

I'll be in touch with yo as soon as I ave mo e new . 

I do hone you and the family havewonrerful holidays . 

J :b. 

Are the oapers on 
bac to me 

Very sincere y , 

t 

ffiEA H F R UDOMO on the way 

J .• 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON NEW Y -ORK 

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILi, 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BURTON 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
Public Opinion 
2 Torrington Road - Kingston 
Jamaica, Bri t ish West Indies 

Dear Peter : 

November 21 , 1957 

. I ' m glad to send you dramatization agreement 
with William Branch covering A WREATH FOR UDOMO. You will 
recall I wrote you at some length about Branch a while back 
sending you a resume of his background. 

He is most enthusiastic about the book and is 
only thinking of it as a top drawer production. 

I f you find the agreement in order will you 
kindly sign the copies and r eturn thr ee to me, keeping 
one for your fil es. 

I'm also sending you an exemption form l OOlA- UK . 
Will you kind]y comolete and sign where indicated and return 
both copies tone . 

I do hope things go well and you are not working 
too hard. 

Best regards . 

JS:bj 
enc. 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 
ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOMI BURTON 

347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 

Peter Abr ahams , Esq. 
Public Opinion 
2 Torrington Road 
Kingston, Jamaica 
British West Indies 

Dear Peter : 

LONDON NEW YORK 

MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWN CURT 

October 2L , 1957 

You will recall some time ago I wrote you re arding 
William Branch's interest in adapting for the s tage A WREATH 
FOR UDOMO. There was a delay for some time and we have 
finally agreed on a contract and it is now being made up . As 
soon as this is done I will be sending you conies for your 
signature . 

I haven't heard from Christopher Mano recent on 
MINE BOY, but I expect I w·11 shortly. I hope this finds you 
in t·n ton health. ore soon. 

JS :bj 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON NEW YORK 

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 
MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWN CURT 

MRS. SEWELL HACCAm 

NAOMI BURTON 

ear Peter : 

Febrtary 25, 1957 

I hope a letter is on its WQY to me about: 
William Branch ' s interest i n adapting A 1-JREATH FOR 
UDOI10 t o the stc.ge . H's agent has just called me ag~ n 
for Branch has something else on the f i re and is mos t 
anxious to know whether your novel wil l be avaiiable. 
Will you let me· k ow how yo'u feel about this . Fro1n 
the background mat erial I sent you on Branch it mi ght 
be a good mov~ to l et hi m have a go at it o • 

Since ,, iting you la ot I 1ve talked to Chris 
1'lanos and he s itl the scri pt • still had a couple of' :anags_ 
i n it, but he expected t hem to be ironed out soon and he 
would send on· a script f or you . He had exciting news 
for he told me t, at a contract with Duke Ellington was ' 
in the process ·of being n gotiated. Let us hope it 
is br ought t o a h:wipy conclusion. 1lin11owillimyr e.r:all they 
were th · king of illi am i•Jarfield for Xuma, but feel he 
is not young (or physcially attractive) enough. Si dney 
Pol ier has been in their thoughts , but I do not know if 
he siggs o I f all of this j ells , it should be most ex­
citing. 

I hope t his f inds you well . Please let me 
hea.r from you on .A L~REATH. FD UDO-IO . 

c~'Uu..w 4, J 
eter brahams 
ubli c Opinion 

2 Tor r ington Road 
Kingston, Jamaica 
British West I dies 

s . 

;:: 
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON NEW YORK 

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT 

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD 

NAOM I BURTON 

Dear Peter& 

November .30, 1956 

I have taken the liberty of suggesting that 

a Reader's Digest editor who will be in Jamaica from 

December 2nd to 9th get in touch with you. It is 

Frederic Sondern, Jr. who is their specialist in European 

politics and federal law enforcement subjects. I am sure 

you will like Fred. He is a most interesting and charming 

person. He will be accompanied by Mrs • Sonderno 

He plans to check in at Kings House. 

I hope things go well. I hope to be sending 

you the play script of MINE BOY short.Ly. 

Best regards. 

Peter Abrahams, Esq. 
120a Constant S_pring Road 
Constant Spring P. o. 
Jamaica, B.w.r. 

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPR ESENTATIVES 
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