CURTIS BROWN
162-168 Regent Street, London WIR 5TB
Telephone 071-872 0331, Fax 071-872 0332

2 March 1994

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.
St Andrews
Jamaica

WEST INDIES

Dear Mr Abrahams

Faber have no plans to reprint A WREATH FOR UDOMO, and in their letter to
us of 16 February 1994 they agreed to revert the rights to you forthwith.

Best wishes,

Yours sincerely

%w%ﬂ%

Caroline Belgrave

CURTIS BROWN GROUP LTD. LONDON NEW YORK SYDNEY

Directors Robert Loder (Chairman), Peter Murphy (Managing Director), Diana Baring, Sebastian Born, Tim Curnow (Australia),
Sue Freathy, Antony Harwood, Julia Kreitman, Diana Mackay, Anne McDermid, Anthea Morton-Saner, Peter Robinson, Leah Schmidt,
Vivienne Schuster, Michael Shaw, Elizabeth Stevens

Incorporating John Farquharson
Registered Office as above. Registered in London 679620. D.D. Spokesmen Ltd. licensed as an employment agency SE8044



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

From the office of Emilie Jacobson, Senior Vice President

April 27, 1983

Mr. Peter Abrahams
P.0. Box 20, Red Hills
St. Andrew, Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

I'm glad that you wrote. It turns out that in error our
accounting department had deducted too much tax. We are
required to withhold 10% tax for residents of Jamaica, but
not the 307 that was deducted. \Accordingly, I'm enclosing
our check refunding $14.12 Please accept our apologies.

I am also enclosing for your signature a copy of the form
that entitles you to the reduced tax rate.

It has been a long time since the last book and I'm happy
that a new novel will be coming along soon. Can I persuade
you to include with it some up-to-date autobiographical
notes? It would be helpful, since you and I have not
worked together on a book before.

With all best wishes,

Sincerely,

). —

EJ/1f
enc.

Cable: Browncurt ¢ Telex: 422745



August 25,
1983

VMiss Emilie Jacobson,
Curtis Brown Ltd.,
575 Madison Avenue,
New York 10022, N.Y.
U.S.A.

\

Dear Miss Jacobson,

I heve not written till now because I heve not yet
finished the very last reading of the final draft of my new
novel. Howewer, Frber and Feber, whose Export Marketing
Menager wes here in Jamaica ad the end of May and who took a
copy of the draft as it then.was with him, have just written
me to express great excitement with what they have read.

They want to publish. But.beceuse it is a very long book#,
running into well over 600 pages, there is a problem of

putting out the book a2t .a price thet will not frighten readers
away. To do this economigally,they feel, tney have to make

the initial print rum as BRigh as possible. They have therefore
asked me to afford them world rights in this instance, and

it seems to me only feir that I should allow them this in light

of the financial risk they are prepared to take. I will therefore
not be offering this novel for sele to any Americen publishing
house,

With best wishes,

Yours sincerely



MW

| Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Ave.,, New York, N.Y. 10022

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew
Jamaica

WEST INDIES




Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

From the office of Maureen Walters

3 May 1982

Mr. Peter Abrahams

Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica

WEST INDIES E

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Thank you for your letter of April 20th and the signed
Hungarian contracts for A WREATH FOR UDOMO. - Thank you also
for the copyright renewal form--we will take care of the
rest.

Concerning the South African request for paperback rights,

we have had a further letter from the publisher clarifying
that it is an English language reprint they want to do rather
than an Afrikaans translation. As this is the case, the
matter should definitely be referred to Faber & Faber, and we
have already written the South African publisher to say so.

¢

Sincerely,

Mxmup/ﬂ/&%j’

MW/sj

Cable: Browncurt e Telex: 422745
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 PLaza 54200

21 November 1980

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Box 20, Red Hills, P.O.
St. Andrew, Jamaica BWI1

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Enclosed please find five (5) copies of the agreement with John
Lehman for his use of WILD CONQUEST, now signed by Mr. Lehman.

If all appears satisfactory to you, please sign all five copies,
retain one for your files, and return the other four to me. I

will then see that Mr. Lehman has his fully executed.copy, at which
time the $250.00 due on signing should be paid.

Thank you for your patience, and I'll look forward to hearing from

you.

Sincerely yours,
\

/‘ Z“«_ /( : v/ 3 ‘ i .
V

Philip S. Minges, III
Film/Dramatic Rights

\\_/ﬂ

enclosure

Cable: Browncurt ® Telex: 422745



DRAMATIZATION AGREEMENT

Agreement made and entered into as of this 10thday of November 1980, by and
between Peter Abrahams c/o Curtis Brown, Ltd., 575 Madison Ave., New York, NY
10022 (hereinafter referred to as the "Owner") and John Lehman (hereinafter
referred to as the "Composer/Librettist").

FIRST: The Owner represents and warrants:

a) That he is the sole owner and/or proprietor of the copyright and all stage
performance rights in and to the book entitled WILD CONQUEST by Peter Abrahams
(hereinafter referred to as the "Book').

b) That the Book does not violate or infringe upon any copyright, property rights

or civil rights of any nature of any person, firm, corporation or other entity, and
that no claim has been made against Owner to such effect. The Owner makes no rep-
resentation or warranty regarding the title of the Book, except that the Owner warrants
and represents that the Composer/Librettist's right to use said title, should the
Dramatist choose to do so, has not been affected by any act or omission of Owner

and that to the best of the Owner's knowledge and belief, said title may be used

in connection with the rights granted hereunder.

c) The Owner will indemnify and hold harmless the Composer/Librettist and others
claiming through him for any claim relative to the rights transferred hereunder.

With respect to material original with the Composer/Librettist, the Composer/Librettist
will indemnify and hold harmless the Owner, from and against any claims, demands,

suits, losses, damages, judgements, costs and expenses (including reasonable

attorney's fees) arising out of or by reason of any breach of any of the representations
and warranties contained herein.

SECOND: The Owner hereby grants and assigns to the Composer/Librettist the following
rights, all to be exercised in the Composer/Librettist's sole discretion, except as
hereafter set forth:

a) To dramatize or cause the Book to be dramatized and to cause an Opera to be
prepared (hereinafter referred to as the "Opera') based upon and utilizing all
or part or parts of the Book.

b) The Owner agrees that in the preparation of the Opera, the Composer/Librettist
may rearrange, change, transpose, interpolate into, add to and subtract from the
Book, its language, plot, action, dialogue, characters or otherwise, all to such
extent as the Composer/Librettist in his sole discretion may determine.

¢) To, in Composer/Librettist's sole discretion, use the title of the Book, or
any simultations or variations thereof, as the title of the Opera or any adaptations
thereof.

d) To select and contract with any other composer/librettist and with any other
author as may be dtermined by the Composer/Librettist in his sole discretion for
the purpose of preparing, composing and/or writing the Play.

e) To attempt to secure a publisher/licensor for the purposes of exploiting the life
of the Opera by means of publication of a score of the Opera.

THIRD: In full consideration for the rights granted hereunder to the Composer/Librettist
and the representations and warranties made hereunder the Composer/Librettist agrees to
pay or cause to be paid to the Owner the sum of $250.00 for a three year non-exclusive



option. This option is renewable for an additional two-year period for an additional
$250.00. PLUS the Composer/Librettist agrees to pay or cause to be paid to the Owner
One-Half (1/2) of all monies including advances, royalties, and any other income
received by the Composer-Librettist, from any performance, exploitation or use of

the Opera. The second option payment of $250.00 will apply against the royalties
received from such use of the Opera.

FOURTH: The Composer/Librettist agrees to complete the Opera and submit the Opera
to the Owner for Owner's approval, such approval not to be unreasonably withheld.
If the Opera is disapproved by Owner, all rights hereunder shall revert to the Owner.

FIFTH: Nothing in this contract shall be deemed to obligate the Composer/Librettist
to prepare or present or cause the Opera to be produced and presented. However, if
the Composer/Librettist shall fail to complete the Opera within the option period,
then all rights will revert to the Owner.

SIXTH: All agreements made by the Composer/Librettist relating to the production

of the Opera and exercise of any rights therein shall provide that in all advertising
and publicity issued by or under the control of the Composer/Librettist or any
licensor/publisher or grantee of the Composer/Librettist, the author of the Book

upon which the Opera is based shall be accorded substantially the following credit
wherever the name of the Composer/Librettist shall appear, directly beneath the name
of the Composer/Librettist:

"Based upon WILD CONQUEST by Peter Abrahams"

Such credit shall appear in size and type to be determined by the various producers
thereof but shall be no less than one-half (1/2) the size of type accorded the
Composer/Librettist.

SEVENTH: Any and all disputes, claims, or controversies arising out of, under, or in
connection with this agreement or the breach thereof shall be submitted to arbitration
to be held in New York City under the rules and regulations then obtaining of

the American Arbitration Association governing three member panel. It is further
agreed between all parties to this agreement that the decision of the majority of

the panel shall be binding to all parties to this agreement. Judgement upon the

award rendered may be entered in the highest court of the forum, State or Federal,
having jurisdiction.

EIGHTH: All notices due the Owner under this agreement shall be sent care of and

all sums of money due the Owner under this agreement shall be paid to and in the name
of the Owner's agent, Curtis Brown, Ltd. at 575 Madison Avenue, New York, New York 10022
and the receipt of the said agent shall be a good and valid discharge of all such
indebtedness; and the said agent is hereby empowered by the Owner to act as agent on
his behalf in all matters arising from and pertaining to this agreement. For services
rendered and to be rendered, the Owner does hereby irrevocably assign and transfer

to said agent and said agent shall retain a sum equal to ten percent (10%), as an
agency coupled with an interest, out of all gross monies accruing to the account of
the Owner under this agreement prior to deductions from or charges against such

monies for an reason whatsoever.

NINTH: All rights in and to the Book of every kind whatsoever which are not specifically
granted herein to the Composer/Librettist are retained by the Owner for his sole
use and disposition.

TENTH: This agreement constitutes the entire understanding between the parties hereto and
may only be amended in writing by an instrument signed by both parties.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties have set their hands the day and year first above
written:

/

f ! 7 é A bé'—‘n y (7/7 ,
k\'// X[ Lzere (X fprpeaare’ B R . ST

COMPOSER/LIBRETTIST OWNER



Curtié"Bl-own, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue,New York, N.Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

April 18, 1978

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills PO

St. Andrew
Jamaica, W1

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of the renewal form for WILD
CONQUEST.

Sincerely,

]

/ ™ .
{ it ' i

A %Vi‘lj%ALAALO
Amy M. Dennis
Ass't to Emilie Jacobson

Enc..

Cable: Browncurt ® Telex: 422745



Page 3 Certificate + FORM R

Registeation of a Claim o~ EE8%5750
Renewal Coppright DO NOT WRITE HERE

This Is To Certify that the statements set forth on this certificate have been made a
part of the records of the Copyright Office. In witness whereof the seal of the Copy-

o B hﬁ\hﬁ%ﬁﬁfﬁfmm

right Office is hereto affixed. i) e Y“ht 3 ,,g
ﬁwwztxm, / \';w//o : 'Y;

v‘;’
J < NOT VALID WITHOUT §
& COPYRIGHT OFFICE
p 4 IMPRESSION SEAL }
; C igh ' " ..
U’;fﬁy;;ﬁ{; aa z;;ger’i!ta ‘22*’ J“A
1. Renewal Claimant(s), Address(es), and Statement of Claim: v 42 i "\g <
VYWY
(#) Name ...... el - 5 <
Address ....p.,. v Box 20y Red-Hills -8ty Andrew, Jamaica; Wegt Tudies
Claiming as ....... AR B = omsmmncmmanm i an Sn e s £ oS S e S S S S e e e S S A i e e e
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ADALERS e smnssmassssssmmmisshmmsissinsr arssmsa s M it s S RS Y S s s b e
(GIF TR L eI PRSI WS WO . . SN S . . RO OUI Ss ) SS BT [t
2. (a) Title:
----------------------------------------------------- T i
(b) Renewable Matter:
(c) Contribution to Periodical or Other Composite Work:
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" (Tide of periodical of composite work)
If a periodical, give: Vol. ... SERIOL. o tis i e A LT o) 57 L R S ST I WU 3 S e
3. Authors of Renewable Matter:
wrsssssssessiencssssiierr B SEOE ABTBUBIG e e————— o seessn
4. Facts of Original Registration: .
Original registration number: Class e e No. ... 43792 ..............
If registered as published, give date of publication -........cceoooeeeeeeo.... 4/26150 ........................................................
(Month) (Day) (Year)
If registered as unpublished, give date of registration ....-o_..oo.eoooooeeomomeee e e LTy
(Month) (Day) {Year) _EX/_\I\ﬂNEB__
Original copyright claimant .Peter Henxry. Abrahaws ... ... ... rZ/' 1
Complete all appliccbie spaces on next page oA
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue,New York, N.Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

From the office of Emilie Jacobson, Senior Vice President

March 21, 1978

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills PO

St. Andrew
Jamaica, W1

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Thank you for your letter of the 9th. I've investigated the copyright
situation with respect to WILD CONQUEST and am pleased to tell you
that Doubleday had already taken care of the renewal in connection
with their Anchor edition. As soon as I receive from them a photo-

copy of the renewal papers I will ship it along to you.

I am asking our accounting department to take care of the Dramatists
Guild dues.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely,

Vi
W Juattftr

EJ/amd

Cable: Browncurt ® Telex: 422745



March 9, 1978

Miss Emilie Jacobson,
Curtis Brown Ltd.,
575 Me=dison Avenue,
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

Deer Miss dacobson,

There are two comparatively minor but importent matters
on which I would be most grateful for your help.

First, there is the matter of the renewal of copyright
on my novel WILD CONQUEST as indicated in the sttached letter
from Harper and Row. I am not quite sure of just how to go
about it from this distance and I would be grafeful if your
office would file the necessery application on my behalf.

Second, this islend mow is so desperate for foreign
exchange and is trying so hard to prevent eny U.S. dollars
from being spirited out of the country that even those of us
who esrn foreign exchange have an almost impossible time
trying to get permission to get such small sums as would pay
for my Dramtist Guild subscription, hence the s2tteched Gukld
dues slip. I had mesnt to write you asking that you hold back
from whatever receipts you got for me enough to cover this
subscription en an ongoing besis; your latest remittences reminded
me and so I em now asking you to pey the Dramatists Guild
this sum on my behalf. In the event there is any difficulty
over this I will write Innes Rose of John Farquharson Ltd. of
London to arrange to repay you out of my British and Eurpean
royaltige which are in better shape than my U.S. earnings.

Thenk you in advance.

Yours sincerely

gL

Peter Abrahems



1

(255 C artis Brown, Ltd.

5 5 Moadisou Ave, New York, N. Y. 10022
Dear M VW \d

Thanixs for your note of 27 September regarding the
situation with David Philip publis.uer. I just want
to check that yc¢ . were telling me merely as infor-
mation. and tha - .t would be contacting them your-
sel . . don't mean tl.iis in an officious way, but
just t¢ make sure our signals are straight. Please
do let me know if I am misunderstanding, and thanks
again.

Best wishes,
PASA Eric Flaum




Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 [212] 755-4200

12 September 1984

Mr. Peter Abrahams
P.0. Box 20

Red Mills

St. Andrews
Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

We have received the attached letter from David Philip
Publisher in South Africa. I had originally heard from
them in March, asking about the American publisher for
PATH OF THUNDER, at which time I told them that that was
a work which we did not represent, and for which I could
find no American publisher. I have spoken to Emilie
Jacobson, who thinks that this might have been the "new
novel" you had discussed with her, but for which you
eventually sold world rights to Faber.

If such is the case, then I pass all of this information
along to you to deal with David Philip as you wish. Of
course if I am mistaken and this is a title for which we
did represent you, please let me know, and let me know
how you wish bto proceed. Of course, if you have any
questions, please let me know, and I'll certainly help in
any way possible.

Sincerely,
C:Q;gﬂz;i;Aﬁ~—’
Eric Flaum

encl.

Cable: Browncurt o Telex: 422745



P O Box 408, Claremont 7735, South Africa: phone Cape Town (021) t
JOHANNESBURG OFFICE: P O BOX 32093, BRAAMFONTEIN, 2017: PHONE JOHANNESBURG (011) 646 2801

David Philip Publisher
(Pty) Ltd

6 September 1984

Curtis Brown Ltd
(Mr Eric Flaum)
575 Madison Avenue
New York NY 10022
USA

Dear Mr Flaum

Many thanks for your reply on 29 March to my queries about an American
publisher for Path of Thunder by Peter Abrahams.

We have now published our edition of this book in our Africasouth
Paperbacks series under licence from Faber, with world rights excluding
USA and Canada. We are arranging for a distributor in the USA for our
own editions in this series, and expectto finalise arrangements at the
Frankfurt Book Fair.

As there is no publisher with rights for this title in the USA, can we
not arrange to market our edition? The sales may not be enormous but I
imagine that it could only be to the author's advantage, and as he has
already consented to our publishing under Faber, I cannot see that he
would object to this. Our normal royalty terms for copies of our edition
sold outside southern Africa start at 5 per cent of the South African
published price.

I should be grateful to hear what you advise. If you would like me to
send you a copy of the book I shall happily do so.

Our stand number at Frankfurt will be 4.2 D948, and if you will be there,
we should be glad to show you the Africasouth series.

Yours sincerely ’
b ;
‘(%Q ‘w

Marie Philip

DAVID PHILIP, PUBLISHER (PTY) LTD 217 WERDMULLER CENTRE NEWRY STREET CLAREMONT CAPE 7700
DIRECTORS D H PHILIP M PHILIP TELEGRAMS PHILIPUB CAPETOWN TELEX 57 27566 PHILIPUB
JOHANNESBURG OFFICE 14 ROSCOMMON ROAD PARKVIEW 2193 MANAGER MARILYN KIRKWOOD



PcOc 20X 20
Red Hills,
-t. Andrew

September 27 1984

Mr. Eric Flaum
Curtis Brown Ltd,
575 kladison Avenue
New York 10022

Deer Mr., Flaum

Themk you for your letter of September 12 with
enclosure from the South African publisher David
Philip.

THE PATH OF THUNDER is a very early novel which
was published neerly forty years ago; by Faber
in Britein and Harper krothers in the U.S. The
U.S. rights have long since reverted to me. You
are right, Curtis Broewn did not represent me at
the time.

Ls the Faber licence stipulated, 1 do not want

to grent permission for the Philip edition to

be sold in #he U.S. and Cenadla, or anywhere in
Europe. I wish to reserve these markets for
possible new editions of most of my early works,
perheps a uniform edition, in the not too distent
future.

Yours sincerely

“eter Abranems



- ey
“-s.'

Faber and Faber Publishers

3 Queen Square
London WCIN 34U
Telephone 01 278 6881
Telex 299633, Faber G
Telegrams

Fabbaf London wct

Matthew Evans
TE Faber
AT G Pocock
George Taylor
Rosemary Goad
Giles de la Mare
Robert McCrum
Anthony Wagstaff

Secretary
J D F Nichols

Registered office as above
Registered in England
number 944703

January 12 1984

Mr Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St Andrew
Jamaica

Dear Mr Abrahams

Further to my letter of July 29, this is just to confirm that,
after further discussion, we have decided to grant only
Southern African paperback rights to David Philip for Path of
Thunder.

This means that, by retaining for ourselves the paperback

rights for the rest of the world (less North America of course),
we can decide, nearer publication, whether or not to import
copies of David Philip's edition in sufficient quantities to
supply other markets ourselves from here.

In all other respects the contract is settled but of course I
shall have to wait to see whether vur retention of markets
outside Southern Africa will make any difference to the terms
offered. I don't think it will.

Incidentally, I have given instructions that your royalties
should be retained here and from time to time you will doubtless
instruct us to remit them to you in Jamaica or elsewhere or

you may want to use them on periodic visits to Europe. Is

that right ? Please let me know if it is not.

With all good wishes for the New Year

Yours sincerely

~3

/

/

A.T.G. Pocock
Vice Chairman

\ T2



rugust 25, 1884

Mr., Henry Iunow,
Curtis Brown Ltd.,
875 Wadison Avenue,
New York, N.¥W. 10022

Dear Nr., Dunow,

The is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 30th with
enclosures, To put you a iittle more fully in the picture than you now
seem tc be, I ceased using the Parquharson egency as my literary agents
back in May of 1980 and wrote Miss Holt to this effect in a letter
deted May 8, 1980. I told her in that ietter that my Eritish publishers,
Feber & Faber would hendle &ll sgency business on my behalf. I sent a
copy of thet letter to Feber & Faber. SoMiss Holt rerlly knew where
to go about the Rumenian business, If she carcs to Miss Holt can tell
you why I took away mys business.

It follows from this thet I would not be happy to have Miss Holt
try to renegotiste a new contrect with Univers Publishing House. The
July 1979 contract which Farquharson negotiated has lepsed and is
now null end void and if any new contrect is to be negotiated it must
be done by Feber end Bafer on my behalf,

And just to keep the record straight, I, a2z author, have not
agreed " to accept any lesser amount of royalty than he would ordinarily
receive." And I neve not agreed to accept approximately Cne Hundred
Dollers. VWhoever suggested any of these wew not speasking or writing on
my behalf,

In answer to the leost psragreph of your letter I am most definitely
not will to waive the royalty peyment, or accept peyment from Mr Chembers
in lieu of Univers or to accept payment in non-transfersble Homanian
currency.

I am sendingf a2 copy of this letter alogig with your letter and all
its enclosures to Frber and Faber in London. They ere the only people
authorised to deal on my behalf in this mstter.

Yours sineeeely

e ter Abransus



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 [212] 755-4200

From the office of Emilie Jacobson, Senior Vice President

June 12, 1984

Mr, Peter Abrahams
Coyaba, Red Hill PO
St. Andrew

Jamaica BWI

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

We have received a letter from a small press, AMS Press, Inc.,
inquiring about the availability of your novel A WREATH FOR
UDOMO for possible reprint. I would doubt that there is a
great deal of money involved. Please let me know whether

you would like us to deal with this for you or whether you
would rather that I put AMS Press in direct touch with you.

Sincerely,

2% 5( A

(e lee

EJ/jwg

Cable: Browncurt o Telex: 422745



Coyabe

P. 0, Box 20,
Red Hills
Ste Andrew

Jdosmaica.

June 21, 1984.

iiss Emilie Jacobson
Curtis Irown Ltd.
575 Madison Avenue
llew York

Dear Miss Jecobson,

Thank you foreyour \letter concerning
AKS Press Ine, and ANreeth for Udomo.

I would{ 0f course wish you to handle
this matter en wy ehalf as usual, if you =re
sgreehble.

\

Yours sincerely



Coysba

Box 20, Red Hills P.OC.
ot.e Anarew

Jemaice

October 18, 1984
Mr. Eric Flesum

Curtis Brown Ltd
New York

Dear Nr. Flaum

Your card, undested but postmorked Cctober
12, has just reached.

I have ned no dofiNings with the David
Pnilip publisher so INha®eé no reesson to and do
not intend to contact them. They nave dealt with
dr. A.T.G., PoaoGk of Fater & Faber sna not with me.

I ¢<hope | this clerfies the situation.

sincerely

Peter Abreaunems



"Coyaba"

Box 20

Red Hills P.O.
5t. Andrew,
Jamaica

Mr. David Kanter,
Curtis EBrown Ltd.
575 Madison Avenue,
New York 10022, B.Y.

ik
s

Deer W¥r. hanter,

Please forgive my oversight in mot replying
to your letter of May 5th, I was, and still
am, deeply engrossed in the difficult final
pheses of a new menuscript.

Please go ehead with the Herbd Martin deal

along the lines indicated in your letter.

Yours sincerely

Yeter Abrehams



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 755-4200

From the office of Timothy Knowlton, Vice President

June 23, 1983

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrews
JAMAICA

Re: MINE BOY

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Please let us know your reaction to the terms offered by Herb Martin.
I relayed them to you in a letter dated May 5th.

Again, please don't hesitate to let us know if you have any questions
or comments.

David Kanter
Film Rights

DL/sh

Cable: Browncurt ¢ Telex: 422745



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

From the office of Timothy Knowlton, Vice President

May 5, 1983

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrews
JAMAICA

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Please forgive the delay in writing to you. <We've finally heard
from Herb Martin's lawyer with a formal offer for the musical stage
rights in MINE BOY, and I was holding off writing to you until we'd
heard something from them.

They're offering $500 as an davance to hold the rights for six months,
and an additional $1,000 for an additional year. They've also offered
a royalty of 1%% of the gross weekly box office receipts. While

the royalty seems fair, the advance payments seem to be too low.

There is a chance that they'll improve their advance offer. Please
let us know what you think.

In your letter to us, you requested that the Dramatists Guild take

a look at the agreement that would be signed for this project. In

this case, they don't have any jurisdiction over the agreement that

you make with the purchaser of the stage rights in your book. Their
authority extends to the agreements that playwrights make with producers.
In any case, please don't hesitate to let us know what your questions

or comments are.

We'll look forward to hearing from you.

fhceredy yours,
zwfcé )\Ztt
David Kanter

Film Rights

DK/hs

Cable: Browncurt e Telex: 422745



Coyaba

P.0.Box 20

Red Hills

St. Andrew, Jamaica.

January 15, 1980.

Miss Emilie Jacobson,
Curtis Brown Ltd.,
575 Madison Avenue,
NEW York 10022,

Dear Miss Jecobson,

I think you would want to know that your
letter to me, with enclosure, dated November
15, 1979, has only just reached me, It

seems to have come by surface mail and the
longest possible way around. Still it has
finally reeched and I thank you for it.

All's well thet ends well.

Best wishes for 1980



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y.10022 PLaza 5-4200

From the desk of Emilie Jacobson, Senior Vice President

November 15, 1979

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

P.0. Box 20

Red Hills

St. Andrew
JAMAICA

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Your letter of the 8th sent me to the files in a state of puzzlement,
as I'm sure you can imagine. I find that what started the confusion
was a letter from Innes Rose ‘to Perry Knowlton, a copy of which I
enclose. (That letter itself is mis-addressed. Perry is owner

and president of Curtis Browny Ltd. of New York and has nothing

to do with James Brown Associates which is now the American office
of Curtis Brown, Ltd. of London.) When the letter reached him

Perry turned it over to his assistant, Jean Porter, who is a
relatively new member of the staff and, being unacquainted with past
history, understandably assumed that we handled your American

rights in behalf of Innes Rose of Farquharson. Accordingly,

during the process of retrieving the rights for MINE BOY for

which no sales had been reported by Knopf since 1970, she continued
to correspond with Mr. Rose.

It was all a misunderstanding, but I'm sure you will realize how
it happened, given the circumstances. I think I've got things
back on the track now, and we thank you for the signed reversion
letters which I've turned over to Ms. Porter to process. Be
assured that we'll communicate direct with you about any such
matters that may arise in the future.

With all good wishes,

Sincerely,
fondi

Cable: Browncurt ® Telex: 422745

EJ/nk
encl.






November 295,
1970

Dear Wartha,

Herewith the copies of the Doubleday
contract =5 well &s 2 couple of photos
for whica no credits are necessary.

.11 the biogrsphicel detsils they want
are already public property end can be
found on the dust jackets of both THIS
ISLARD NOW and A KRIGHT CF(IHEIR OWN and
also on the first page of the Penguin
edition of WILD CONQUESIfrom which I
suspect they will be working.

Besi wregerds

VMies Merthe Winstbn,
Curtis Brown Ltd.,
60 East\56 Street
NEW YORK 10022.

Iq'Y. U.S.A.



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

From the office of Martha Winston, Senior Vice President

November 18, 1970

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P. O,

St. Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Peter:

Enclosed are four copies of the Doubleday contract for the
Anchor edition of WILD CONQUEST. Please initial and sign

all copies and return them to me.

Would you also fill in the Publicity Questionnaire and return
it together with a photograph (put the photographer's credit
on the back).

All best,

U | Tt

M /mm
Encl. (4)

Affiliate: Collins-Knowlton-Wing, Inc.
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

From the office of Martha Winston, Senior Vice President

September 17, 1970

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Peter:

The enclosed is unexpected and nice == shall I accept?

I trust the contract with Harper for WILD CONQUEST was
cancelled at some time because if it wasn't you would have
to split the monies with them. = If you don't know the
answer could I get it from the Paul Reynolds office?

All good wishes,

\/\¢~w¢--qi'~‘\

M /mm
Enclosure

Affiliate: Collins-Knowlton-Wing, Inec.



DOUBLEDAY & COMPANY, INC. Publishers

277 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.10017 TEL: 212 TA 6-2000

Anchor Books

September 8, 1970

Curtis Brown, Ltd.
60 East 56th Street
New York, New York 10022

Dear Sir,

Innes Rose of John Farquharson Ltd, I.ondon, has informedus
that you are Peter Abrahams' agents in New York. We are therefore
writing to express our interest in and to make you an offer for the
U.S. reprint rights of his WILD CONQUEST, which we would like
to add to our Anchor paperback line. The terms of our offer are as
follows: an advance of $1000, payable on signing of the contract,
against a royalty of 7-1/2% on the full retail price of all copies of
the Anchor paperback edition.

Do let us know as soon as possible if these terms are acceptable
to you, We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

CAA R

Chivuzo Ude
Editor

CU/bek
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"Coyaba"

Box 20 Red Hills P.O.
St., Andrew,

Jamaica,

September 24, 1970

Miss Martha Winston,
Curtis Brown Ltd.,
60 East 56 Street,
NEW YORK 10022, N.Y.

Dear Martha,

Thank you for note of the 17th and the enclusure
from Anchor Books. I suspect it is beceause Penguin Books
in Britein heve recently brought out an edition of
Wild Conquest, end I would have thought, thet the U.S.
brench of Penguin Books, if it still exists, might
have wented to follow suit. But sinee it is Anchor
Books 1 certainly have no objection to a sale, -

I'm afreid I don't know what the score is about
the contrect with Harper.”I1 did nothing about it and
I don't suppose anybody else did so please check with
the Paul Reynolds offiee.

Finelly, a small, favour plesse. I returned from
some travelling to find a three months o0ld letter
from a Miss Helene Silver of Africana Publishing
Corporetion, 101 Fifth Avenue, Phone 691-5253, telling
me about a Bibliegraphic Guide to Creative Writing by
Bleck Africen Authors and asking for & picture and
eny 'help you would give us'., I am not really very
keen on this kind of special Africen stuff end I don't
have a picture to send the ledy., I don't know anything
about these people and I don't know whether it is
worth it, if you know and you think it is, you might

get 2 picture from Knopf for them.

"I am now finishing the building of two cottages
end &s soon s 1 am a bloated cepitelistic landlord
I will quit everything else and go back to writing
once more! My first tenant hopes tc move in by the
end of this month.

Yours



d”

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022

™ quaI'Ch 2’ 1970

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

We received the enclosed requestifrom Scott,
Foresman & Company to reprint("Bplsode in Malay
Camp" from Mine Boy.

Is it agreeable to you to'grant this permission
with the deletion tHey specify? We would of
course charge a suitable fee.

Sincerely,

o \fnf \ quoklbo "
2 .w\?w& ~ st
L,
Marjory “Martin
Permissions Department

)
L)
-~  Enclosure

’



SCOTT, FORESMAN .

and Company

Editorial Department

February 23, 1970

Permissions Department
Curtis Brown, Ltd.

60 East 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Gent lemen:

As part of our high school literature program, we are preparing an
anthology entitled MAN IN LITERATURE. It is designed for grades 10-12,
hardbound, 640 pages, text edition. We anticipate publication in 1970,
with a selling price of $5.80, and a first printing of 15,000.

We request permission, covering rights outside the United States
and Canada in the English language to reprint; along with right to
quote in guidebook, workbook, and/or test booklet the following:

"Episode in Malay Camp' by Peter Abrahams, reprinted
from MINE BOY., (We would like to delete the sentence,
'"Why, some of their women even did business sleeping
with black men" on page 164, 1l. 41-42)

We, of course, are prepared to pay a suitable fee for the use of
this material. Proper acknowledgment will be given as a footnote on the
page on which the selection begins,

We, also, ask that your permission include the right for us to license
non-profit organizations to make braille, large type, and/or soundscriber
editions of our text for use by the handicapped.

We trust that you will consider our request and look forward to your
reply.

Very truly yours,

SCOTT, FORESMAN AND C

/

C e il
(Mrs.) Geraldine C.
Permissions Departm

GCS: ss

P.S. We have received permission from Alfred /
1900 East Lake Avenue Glenview, Illinois 60025 312 729-3000 - In Chicago ~



¢ B  Merch 21, 1970
9\ : i -

-

_ Mdiss Marjorie Martin,
~ Permissions Depsrtment,
. Curtis Brown Ltd.,
" 60 Eest 56 Street
New York 10022

Dévr Miss Mertin,

Scott, Foresmen request sbout an excfrpy from

Thenks for your letter of Nppch 2nd e closing the

I wes not sure whether I alone the
permissions rights outside th for the

English lenguege rights so to search for
. my Frber & Fsber contrect, says that I
gronted to Fasber "the sole nn&e usive licence

to print publish »nd srid Novel in volune
form in the English out the British

Commonwealth...."getc, re is nothing about
any other rights S itg,Seems all right for you
to go ahesd an\grp

ne permission they request.

Yours sincerely

¥



Coyaba,
Red Hills P.0.
St. Andrew.

September 5, l96§.

Miss Msrjory Msrtin, %

Permissions Deptl.,

Curtis Brown Ltd.k ’\@

60 East 5¢ Sitreet,

NEW YORK 10022. N.Y. %\

Dear Niss Martin, Q&
2
Thenk you for your 1 and enclosure which seems %o
post. '

nave been held up in e

: I think it i lright to go 2head and permit reprinting of
'The Blscks' wi hefdeletions if you are satisfied with
the fee. : p

Yours sincerely



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

August 21, 1969

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

We have received a request from Scott, Foresman @nd®€ompany for world
rights in the English language to reprint "ThemBlacks" which appeared
in Holiday Magazine in 1959, They want to ugesfit in a textbook for
grades 10 - 12 entitled AFRICAN LITERATURES

However, they added the following note™

P. 50, lines 10-11: we wouldWlike to delete the
words "into which youm@sboys and old men piddled
when they needed %o ®elieve themselves," and re-
place it with threeWliters, P. 51, lines 30-38:

we would like“go delete the section beginning,

"He had been asteunded" and ending " ... disturbed
the purigamyin him."

Are you agreeable“to'these deletions and granting the permission? We
would of course charge them a suitable fee.

Sincerely,

mﬁv&)«%é W\@L\LM/

Marjory Martin
Permissions Department



= The Blacks

PETER ABRAHAMS
South Africa

_ @ ‘\f\-dgl_aqo&; 2195

R '

i o "

It was a hot, humid, oppressive August d.v in

~ Accra, capital [ the Gold Coast that wuj py

become Ghana. The air had the stillncss of death. I walyen
down toward the sea front. Perhaps there would be the hix-l“
of a-breeze there. As T neared the sca front I was assailed by 1
potent stench of the sca with strong overtones of rotting §.4,
The houses were drab, run-down wooden structux?cs ot
made of corrugated iron, put together any way you picase,
: The strects were wide and tarred, and each strect had an
i open drainage system into which young boys and old mcs
piddled when they needed to relieve themselves. T have seon
women empty chamber pots into these drains in the calr
morning. The fierce sun takes care of the germs, but G

help you if smells make you sick. :

§ In about eight minutes of walking, some fifteen “taxis™
pulled up beside me: “Hi, massal Taxi, massal Me go any-
where you go cheapl” They are all private taxis with no meters
and driven by strapping young men with flashing tecth. The
place is full of taxi drivers willing to go anywhere and do
anything cheap. :

_ The strect traders here are women. “Mammy traders,” thev

are called. They trade in everything. They sell cigarettes, ono=——
at a time; round loaves of bread and hunks of cooked meat <o -
on which the big West African flies make sport. They. love,

_bargaining and haggling. They are a powerful economic factor
in the lite of the country. The more prosperous ones owr
their own trucks, some own fleets of trucks. These “mammy
trucks” are the principal carriers of the country. They carry
passengers as well as produce and go  hurtling across the
countryside with little regard for life or limb. Each truck
has its own distinctive slogan, such as: Repent for Death is -
Round the Corner, or Enter Without Hope, or The Last
Ride or If it Must it Will. My own favorite—and I travelod
1';‘1 éhxs particular truck—pleaded Not Today O Lord Not

oday.

I passed many mammy traders, many mammy trucks, before
I reached the sea front. I crossed a street, jumped over an
open drain, and there was the sea. But there was no brecze,

50.

51

and nec shade from the terrible sun. In the end I gave in to

1THE BLACKS

qthc idea of “taxi, massa, taxi” and locked about for omnc. But

now there was no taxi in sight. Instcad, I saw suddenly a long
procession of many women and a few men. The procession
swung round a corner and came into full vicw, twenty or
thirty yards long. The womcen wore white flowing robes and
white kerchicfs on their heads. Their faces were painted into
grotesque masks made with thick streaks of black, red, white
and yellow paints. The heavy thud of bare fect rose above
the hum of the sea. 3 .- e s 2 .

Then, all at once, the drums burst forth and there was no
other sound about me. The marching women began to jig,
therr dance. As the-tail of the procession passed me the drums
reached a frenzy. A thin, pure note from a recd rosc above
the drums. The whole procession becaine a shivering, shaking
mass. The reed note held longer than scemed human. And
then, dramatically, there was silence. The thudding feet faded
away out of sight and sound. There was silence and a slight
racing of my heartbeat and the hum of the sea, and, of course,
the overpowering fishy steuch.

I thought of Richard Wright, with whom I had had break-
fast that morning. This was his first visit to any part of Africa
and he seemed to find it bewildering. Countce Cullen, the
late American Negro poet, had speculated:

- One three centuries removed
From the scenes his fathers loved,

- Spicy grove, cinnamon tree,
‘What is Africa to me?

Wright was finding the answers and finding them disconcert-
ing. He had been astounded by the casual attitudc to sex.

---There was, he had said, too much sex, too-easually given and

taken; so that it worked out as no sex, with none of the
emotional involvement associated with sex in the westemn
mind. He shook his head with a ‘slizht disgust. The open
drains into which young boys and old men piddled-had led
him to conclude that Africans piddled rather more than cther
people. The sight of young men dancing together, holding
hands; disturbed the puritan in him. He expressed to me that
morning what he later summed up in his book on the Gold
Coast: “I was black and they were black but it did not help
e~

What Wright did not understand, what his whole back-
ground and training had made ditficult for him to understand;
was that being black did not of itself qualify one for accept-
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ance ‘in_tribal Africa. But how could he, when there 5

thousands of urban-bred Africans up aud down the . 5
contincnt who do not themsclves understand this? The mr'l:
perceptive of the urban Africans arc only now beginnin, (r
comprchend, but slowly. : e

Being black is a small matter in tribal Africa because ).
attitudc toward color is healthy and normal. Color docs anE
matter. Color is an act of God that ncither confers privile:s
nor imposes handicaps on a man. A man’s skin is like t},.
day: the day is cither cleat or dark. There is nothing more 1,
it until extcrnal agencies come in and invest it with special
meaning and importance,

What docs matter to the tribal ‘African, what is important
is the complex pattern of his position within his own geouy -
and his relations with the other-members of the group. He .
is. no "Pan-African drcaming of a greater African glory when
the white man is driven into the sea. The acute race conscious.
ness of the American Negro, or of the black South African
at the receiving end of apartheid, is alien to him. The i
portant things in his life are anything but race and color—
until they are forced on him. And “Mother Africa”. is much
too vast to inspire big continental dreams in him. She js 3
land of huge mountains, dark jungles and vast deserts. In.
her rivers and in her jungles and in her grasslands lurk crea.
tures that are the encmics of man: the leopard and the lion
the snake and crocodile. All this makes travel, by the old
African methods, extremely difficult and makes for isolation
between onc group of people and another. The African who
is in Britain is likely to be a deal better informed on what
is happening all over the continent than would be his fcllow
African in any of the main centers of both tribal and nontcibal

Africa. In terms of communications the man in the tribe lives__

in the Dark Ages.

Richard Wright was surprised that even educated Africans, =

racially conscious literate people, had not heard of him and

were skeptical of a grown man earning his living by writing.

They could not understand what kind of writing brought a

man enough money to support a family, Wright really wanted

to understand the African, but—*“I found the African an

oblique, a hard-to-know man.” '
My sympathies were all with Wiight.

The heat and salty rancid fish smell had made me desper-
ately thirsty. Across the way a mammy trader squatted beside
her pile of merchandise:  cooked meats, sweet potatocs—a
whole host of edibles—and some bottles of opaque white

THE BLACKS 53

liquid that could be cither coconut milk or palin juice as weli
as the. incvitable little pile of cigarcttes priced at a peuny
apicce. I had been warned of the risks involved in caling any-
thing sold by thc street traders. But to hell with it, I was
thirsty and not exactly a stranger to African germs. [ crossed
the street, fclt the bottles and chose the one that scemcd
coolest and looked the lcast opaque.

“How much?”

“One shilling.” The carved ebony face looked at me with
dead eyes. - 2

I pulled the screwed-up newspaper stopper from the bottle,
wipad its mouth and took a swig. I could not ecide whether
it was coconut milk or palm juice. It had been hecavily watered
down and sweetened. But 1t was wet and thirst-quenching. I
drank half the bottle, firmly ignoring the little forcizn bodics

" that floated in the liquid. Then I paid her and drank the rest.

I put down the empty and began to move away.

“You African?” she asked in her harsh, cold, masculinc
voice. ' :

I stopped, turned and looked at her face. It was as deadly
cold and impersonal as before: not a flicker of fecling in her
eyes. Like‘an African mask, I thought. But unlike Wright, 1

- did not try to penetrate it; I knew the futility of trying. She

would show feeling if and when she decided, not before.

“Yes,” I said, and added, “from the south. Far, far south.”

She paused for so long that I began to move again.

“You like here?” Nationalism had obviously touched her.

I turned back to her. “No,” I said.

“Why you don’t like?” 3

“I don’t say I don't like.” )

“But you don’t like?”

I showed her my teeth, African-wise, which is neither smile
nor grimace but a blending of the two. “You like Africa?” I
asked.

Now it was her turn to show me her teeth. There was 2
flicker of feeling in her eyes, then they went dead again. She
nodded. I had established my claim. Only outsiders—white
people or the Richard Wrights—liked or disliked Africa.

I left the mammy trader and carried on up the smelly and
hot street. Much and little had passed between us. Out to sca
some fishing boats appeared on the sky line. About me were

~ “the citizens of Accra. Some wore the cloth of the country—

the men looking like pint-sized citizens of ancient Rome

Eainted black and the women looking extraordinarily mascu-

ne—and others wore western dress.

My thoughts shifted to my forthcoming.-mecting with-—
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Kwame Nkrumah, Ghana’s fitst prime minister It
over scven years since I had last scen him, in L;)ndn‘x' I
_he was a poor struggling student; now hic was the ],,,l.' ]I
state and the spokesman for the great Pan-African d'” e
frcedom and indcpendence. : i
I remcmbered our past friendship :
changes I would find in him. Anyway, it was st
and my date with him was for 9:30. I would soon Lx )-.A“

A few minutes later I flagged a taxi an o
“Kxam;:'sbofﬂcc."
pale-brown West Indian miss was the prj ninee.
secretary. She welcomed me as though 1 fvairtgxxci/r}..{’,“;,;s
prime minister had not come back from a confcrcncc'"'q' A5
tribal business was taking up a lot of his attention }S'.'-
me with indignation how members of the Ashant tr.ib‘c‘ IL g
crawl on t}xcxr bellies for some twenty yards into the -g-l:lr:-f )
of their king, the Asantehene, and how tribalism hadp‘m‘":.f:
way or there would be no progress. If she was any indicat:.
then N about the opposition +: -

A8 wel

14

and wondcre

d simply o

ore
)
L £308

_ Vkrumah was very worried
;nbtcysmcn were offering his western-style Convention Peoplzy

arty. pn

A number of officials came in. The lad ASenilinm
the tribes. Then there was somc bustle ax{dsi%%p;(rliz:fc“h.;”.'
Ister arrived. In something just over five minutes he had sors
and dealt with these officials and I was ushered into his i
fice. It was a big, pleasant, cool room. s

Nkrumah came round his big official desk, took my hant
and led_ me to a scttee near the window. The now 'fm-‘fm
smile lit up his face. As we exchanged grectings fcIE L:i"":
other out with small talk in an attempt to bridge ,thc ;;1:;:'

years, my mind went back to our London day is po:
: ; ys. This poiscd,
::Eliaxec} man,fthh hth(ir hint of guarded reserve aboult)wh-rf
safarc i : i s
A ry trom the friend I had last seen nearly eight yeiss
For me, the most striking change of all in hi '
They refiected an inner tranquilli RN e i g
1 quillity which ‘was the g
the Nkrumah in Europe never had. Suphicn

Even his name had been subtly: different then. Ic¢ L.l

4

been our friend Francis Nkrumah, an Afrcan student recentis

arrived from the United States; and he had not secn Aftioyi i

for a decade and more. He had qui
| 1 : quickly become a part of cur
African colony in London and had joined our little groun,
gxrg Pan-African Federation, in our protests against coluniil-
He was much Jless relaxed than most of us. His Cyes it
rored a burning inner conflict and tension. He secmed cen-
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sumed by a restlessncess. that led him to evolve some of the
most fantastic schcmcs.

The president of our federation was an East African namcd
ohnstone Kenyatta, the most relaxed, sophisticated and
swesternized” of the lot of us. Kenyatta enjoyed thc personal
friendship of some of the most distinguished people in Eng-
lish political and intcllectual socicty. Hc was subtle, subtle
enough to attack onc’s principles bitterly and retain onc’s
friendship. He fought the British as impcrialists but was affec-
tionate toward them as fricnds.

It was to this balanced and extremely cultured man that
Francis Nkrumah proposed that we forrn a secret society

_caalled The Circle, and that each of us spill a few drops cf
our blood into a bowl and so take a blood oath of secrccy
and dedication to the emancipation of Africa.

Johnstone Kenyatta laughed at the idea; he scoffed at it as
childish juju. He conceived our struggle in modern, twenticth-
century terms with no ritualistic blood nonsense. In the end
Francis Nkrumah drifted away from us and started his own
little West African group in London. We were too tame ang

slow for-him. He was an angry man in a hurry.

Then he went back to his part of Africa, and Francis
Nkrumah became Kwame Nkrumah. He set himself at the
head of the largely tribal populace and dabbled in blood ritual.
There was some violence, a spell in prison, and finally
Nkrumah emerged as the first African prime minister in a
self-governing British African territory.

Tribal myths grew up around him. He could make himself
invisible at will. He could go without food and sleep and
drink longer than ordinary mortals. He was, in fact, the rein-
carnation of some of the most powerful ancestral spirits. He
allowed his feet to be bathed in blood. - |
. By the time I visited the Gold Coast the uneasy alliance
between Nkrumah and the tribal chiefs had begun to crack.
A week or so before my arrival he had threatened that, unless
they co-operated with his government in turning the Gold
Coast into an efficient twentieth-century state, he would make
them run so hard that they would leave their sandals behind
them. This ‘was a calculated insult to the tribal concept that
a chief’s bare feet must never touch the earth.

That was the beginning of the secret war. Nkrumah thought
he would win it easily. He was wrong.

And the chiefs have, negatively, scored their victories too.
They have pushed him to a point where his regime is, today,
intolerant of opposition. The tribal society brooks no-opposi--
tion. Nkrumah’s government banishes its most active
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_opponents. As a modern socialist leading a western-style
govenmnent, he justifics this as a temporary expedicnt. But hiis
less sophisticated ministers frankly talk the tribal language of
strength, frankly cxpress the tribul impulsc to destroy those
who ate out of step.

There was an air of dclicacy about our conversation and we
were both aware of this. We touched on local politics. 1le Jot
off at full blast against the tribalist. I told him I had heurd
that the Accra Club was still exclusively European. His cye;
lit up. “You wait and sce,” he said. Then, in rclation to notl,.
ing either of us had said, he leaned toward me and exclaimed
*“This place is rich! God, man, there’s so much riches herel”
—as though the revelation had just becen made to him.

But always, throughout our talk, I sensed a new Icserve, a
new caution that had not been there in the young student |
had known in Europe. {

As we talked in Nkrumah'’s cool office that hot August day
in Accra, my mind kept slipping back to our mutual fricnd

~ Jomo or Johnstone Kenyatta, now imprisoned in his native

Kenya for leading the Mau-Mau movement. Significantly,
though we mentioned many friends, both Nkrumah and |
avoided Kenyatta. I had decided not to mention him first. |
had hoped Nkrumah would. He did not.

A year earlicr, I had flown up to Kenya from South Africa

and visited Kenyatta. I felt terrbly depressed as I got off the
E!an_e. Things had grown so much uglier in the Union. The

arricades were up in the ugly war of color. When I had Ieft
South Africa in the dim-and-distant past, there were isolated

islands where black and white could meet in neutral territory.
When I went back in 1952, the islands were submerged under ~=-

the rising tide of color hatreds, and I was glad to quit that
dark, unhappy land which yet compelled my love.

It was in this mood that I got off the plane. I had not
seen my friend Jomo for years. Now there he was, just out-
side the airport terminal building, leaning on a heavy cane,
bigger than I remembered him in Europe, paunchy, his face
looking puffy. And behind him was a huge crowd of Africans.

I began to move toward him when alean-faced, lean-hipped — -

white colonial-administrator type suddenly appeared beside me
and said: “Mr. Abrahams.” i : 3 :

I stopped and thought, “Oh, Lord.”

Kenyatta also came forward. The two men ignored each
other. Lean-face introduced himself and said the Colonial
Office had alerted them that I was coming to do some writing
for the London Observer and they had drawn up a provisional

T
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schedule for me. Had I donc anything about accominodations?

Before I could answer, Kenyatta said, “You arc staying with
me, of course.” The old dctachment was back in his eyes.
They sccmed to say, “You've got to choosc, pal. Let’s see how
you choose.”

Lean-face said, “We've got somecthing set up for you for,

tomorrow and—""

“I live in the bush,” Kenyatta added.

It dawned on mc that I had become, for the moment, the
batt'cfield of that horrible animal, the racial stiuggle. I made
up my mind, resenting both sidcs and yet conscious of the
crowd of Africans in the background. A question of face was
involved. :

“I('ive promised to spend this week end with Mr. Kenyatta,”
I said. :

Lean-face was graceful about it. I promised to call the

-Secretariat first thing on Monday morning. He gave me a copy

of the schedule that had been prepared for me and wondered,
sotto voce, whether T knew what I was letting myself in for.
Kenyatta assured me that I would be perfectly safe, that no-
body was going to cut my throat. I was aware that they were
talking to each other through me. I was aware tiiat they knew

. I was aware, and that made me bad-tempered.

“Then I'll say good night, Mr. Abrahams,” Lean-face said
pointedly. .
As'soon as he was out of hearing Kenyatta began to curse.
“It’s good to see you again, Johnstone,” I gripped his hand.
“Jomo,” he replied. The hint of ironic speculation was back
in hlis eyes. A slightly sardonic, slightly bitter smile played on
is lips.
“Welcome to Kenya, Peter,” he said. Then, abruptly:
i'Corpe meet the leaders of my people. They’ve been waiting
ong.” 3
We moved forward and the crowd gathered about us. Jomo
made a little speech in Kikuyu, then translated it for my
benefit. A little old man, ancient as the hills, with huge holes
in his ears, then welcomed me on behalf of the land and its
people. Again Jomo translated.
After this we all bundled into the fleet of rattling old cars
and set off for the Kikuyu reserve in' the heart of the African

_ bush. Kenyatta became silent and strangely remote during the

journey.
We stopped at’ the old chief's compound, where other

members of the tribe waited to welcome me. By this time the —

reception committee had grown to a few hundred. About me,
pervading the air, was the stench of burning fesh; a young
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cow was being rousted in my ‘honor. Before 1 (

house a driuk was hauded to me. Another was huﬁxclltccdmt\l :}lc
old chicf and a third to Kenyatta. The old man muttered s
bncf_xncz!ntutmn and spilled hLalf his drink on the carth 5 -
libation. Iomo‘ and I followed suit. Then the three ofns :
do'»Avncd ouxi (flnnks and cntered the house, e

. A gencnal feasting and drinking then ¢ i
sxdg: and outside tl?c house. 2 o B ot in.
tribal welcome. The important dirnitaric i i
t .. arics: of the t :
mt(t) t}xc rocfm in twos and thrccs,b spoke to me th;g)ucglslhlx)\‘[?nd
yatta for a few moments, and the i ¥
e ok then went away, making rooyy,

“Afcica docsn’t scem to change ”

o a docs ange,” Kenyatta murmure -
tween dl;mtanc§. There was a terrible undercurrent o%rﬁtttc.
;x[c;(s]s Ibc}li”éd Eh}c]:' sofftly rPurmurcd words. I was startled by irt

ookcd at his face. For a flecting mome ced lik
3 t}r?pped, caged animal. y R iy ke e

¢ saw me looking at him and quickly ¢ d his fac
into a slightly sardonic, humorou b Donrt hxs‘ e
N il i 3 s mas}}:. Don't look tog
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moon was big and ycllow, bathing thc land in a soft light
that almost achicved the clarity of daylight.

He took me to his home. It was a big, sprawling, empty
place on the brow of a hill. Inside, it had nothing to make
for comfort. There were hard wooden chairs, a few tables and
only the bed in the bedroomn. There were no books, none of
the normal amenitics of western civilization. When we arrived
two women emerged from somewhcre in the back and hovered
about in the shadows. They brought in liquor, but I ncver
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- got a clear glimpse of either of them. My friend’s anguish of

spirit was such that I did not want to ask questions. We sat
on the veranda and drank steadily and in silence until we were
both miserably, depressingly drunk.

And then Kenyatta began to speak in a low, bitter voice of
his frustration and of the isolated position in which he found
himself. He had no friends. There was no one in the tribe

~ who could give him the intellectual companionship that had

And still the dignitaries filed in, had a drink, spoke their ‘

wc'lrglomc and went out.
1c ccremonial welcome reached its hich oint i
T ab &
night. Huge chunks of the roasted cow c:vcxl')c broug(ljlléti;mtdo
;x‘s, and we gnawed at the almost raw meat between swiss of
iquor. Qutside, there was muted drumming. Voices we
grosngé' Xoluder and louder. i X
uddenly, in the midst of a long-winded
- . . . . s CCCh
immenscly dlgn’xﬁcd Masai chief from a m—:iggborinobyaa:l1
friendly tribe, Kenyatta jumped up, s
ang half staggered through the door.
Come, Peter,” he called.

Everybody was startled. I hesitated. He raised his cane and

beckoned to me with it. I kne th i
g i i w that this would be a dreadfyl

;Comc, man!” he snapped.
got up, aware of the sudden silence th
{ at had desce
;)exznfixg tl;ug};\e gatl&;er;ng. B}:hsomc strange magic everygggf'
now that something

“{omO’" e g had gone wrong,

“I can’t stand any more,” he snapped, “C 4

I followed him to the door, I k cw GIsc D
. I'followe ¢ - 1 knew the discourtes ;
g;g;ilixr{]g :(?_l]tthexgxbe. ]ILagothknew that my friend “}'Ia‘s”?itwf}f:
t ng point. We walked through the crowd of
into Kenyatta's car and drove of into the m'ght? Tll)ni:oﬁr’icgaorf

grabbed his heavy cane

become so important to him in his years in Europe. The
things that were important to him—conscquential conversa-
tion, the drink that represented a social activity rather than
the intention to get drunk, the concept of individualism, the
inviolability of privacy—all these were alien to the tribesmen
in whose midst he lived. So Kenyatta, the western man, was

- driven-in on himself and was forced to assert himself in

tribal terms. Only thus would the tribesmen follow him and
so give him his position of power and importance as a leader.

‘To live without roots is to live in hell, and no man chooses
voluntarily to live in hell. The people who could answer his
needs as a western man had erected a barrier of color against
him in spite of the fact that the taproots of their culture had

-_become the taproots of his culture too. By denying him acccss
* to those things which complete the life of western man, they

had forced him back into the tribalism from which he had
so painfully freed himself over the years.

None of this was stated explicitly by either Kenyatta or
myself. But it was there in his brooding bitter commentary
on both the tribes and the white settlers of the land. For me,
Kenyatta became that night a man who in his own life
personified” the terrible tragedy of Africa and the terrible
secret war that rages in it. He was the victim both of tribalism
and of westernism gone sick. His heart and mind and body
were the battlefield of the ugly violence known as the Mau
Mau revolt long before it broke out in that beautiful land.
The tragedy is that he was so rarely gifted, that he could

have made such a magnificent contribution in other circum-

stances.

v e
Sere
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What then is tribal man? Pechaps his most important
single characteristic is that he is not an individual in the
western scnsc. Psychologically and emotionally he is the pre-
sent living personification of a number of forces, among the
most important of which arc 'thc ancestral dead. The dead
have a powerful hold on the living. They control and regulate
the lives and activitics of the living from the grave. They
hand out the rules and codes by which the living conduct
their daily affairs. If: there is a drought, if there is a famine,
it is a sign that the ancestcrs are angry because somconc
has broken a rule of the tribe, a law laid down by the dead,.
There will be no peace, no order, no prosperity in the tribe
until the ancestors are appeased. ‘

So the chicf calls the whole tribe to a mecting in which
the guilty ones will be “smelled out.” The procc&’ure'bcgins
with the drums—a key factor in African life. Their insistent
throbs call the people to the gathering on a placid, almost
monotonous key at first, but working on the emotions. Evcry:-
onc in the village will be present; no man, woman or child
would think of not obeying the summons. They form a circle,
with the witch doctor or medicine man and the drummcrs
to the fore. When all the pcople are assembled the throb-
bing of the drums increases. They beat in tune to the heart-
beats of the human circle.

The witch doctor is dressed in lion or leopard skin, some-
times in monkey skin. His face is painted in bold streaks of
color: white, black, red. There are crisscrossing lines on his
body too. He wanders about the center of the circle, almost
idly at first. Every now and then he pauses and looks straight

into someone’s eycs and keeps on looking. For the person_
looked at, this is an encounter with fate. Few stare back. . "

Their eyes slide past his face or go glazed. They fear but
are not supposed to fear. They know the ancestors are just,
that the innocent are never punished. To <experience fear,
therefore, is an acknowledgment of guilt. It is not necessary
to know the nature of your guilt; if you were not guilty,
there would be no fear in your mind.

The tempo of the drums increases. The witch doctor
begins to dance, slowly at first. He begins to talk in a high-

pitched nasal voice; spirits always talk through their noscs.

The drums and the incantations go on and on, getting faster
and wilder, dominating the hearts and minds of all the circle.
People begin to tremble and shiver. Some drop down in a
trance and lie moaning on th%ﬁround. Everyone is possessed
by the frenzy of the drums. The spirits of the ancestors are
abroad.

Suddenly the drums stop. The witch doctor stands fixed

———ae,

61

for a drcadful moment that sccms without end. Then he
pounces. He grabs his victim and drags him or her into the
center of the circle. The victim does not resist, docs not pro-
test. The ancestors arc always just.

There may be onc, there may be many victims. But once
the victim or victims arc “smeclled out,”” the hypnotic spell
of the drums is broken. Pcople rclax. Their hearts beat nor-
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mally once more. Now the ancestors will be propitiated and -

the living frecd of the evil which beset them. Now the fa-
miue or the drought or the plague or whatever had besct
the land will depart from it. And so, while the victim or
victims are put to dcath, the rest of the tribe cclebrates
the passing of the great evil.

Another key characteristic of tribal man is that his society
is exclusive and not, like western society, inclusive. The lines
are drawn very clearly, very sharply. Anybody not an “in-
sider” is an enemy, actually or potcntially—somcone to dis-
trust, someone to fcar, somcone to keecp at bay. There is no
choice, no volition about this. It is something ordained by
the ancestral dead. The tribal society is therefore possibl
the most exclusive society in the twentieth-century world.
If you are not in the tribe, there is no way into it. If you are
in it, there is no way out of it except death. Dissent is not
recognized. To break the rules of the tribe is to court death.

Even the family, the foundation of the tribal in-group, is
no simple affair. It is often a cluster of four genecrations. A
man’s family can be made up of his father, his father’s first,
second and third wives—there may be more—and the chil-
dren of these. A man inherits the wives and children of his

.~ brothers who die before him. The wives then become his
" wives, the children of his brother become brothers and sis-

ters to his own children by his own wife. Then there: are
the children’s children. These and the old people, the grand-
parents, make up the immediate family, the heart of the in-
%'rou . Then there are the families related to one’s family by
lood ties—the families of uncles and cousins. These have
the same complex structure of many wives and brothers and
sisters, many of whom are inherited. A group of such blood-

. related families makes the clan. Clans have been known to be -

big enough to fill whole villages.

Another and most vital factor in the life of tribal man is
his attitude to life and death. Neither life nor death is ever
wholly accidental. Disease is never natural. These are brought
about by the good and evil spirits all around us. The evil
spirits are preoccupied with bringing disaster on the tribe, the
good with protecting the tribe. To achieve their malign ends,
evil spirits enter the bodies of ordinary human beings. To

>
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fight the evil spirits, good spirits enter the bodics of witcly
doctors. Lifc and dcath arc thus out of the hands of morty]
men.

The world of tribal man is so dominated by the spirit;
that somec tribes will not eat birds because of the spirits t)ig
dwell in them, some. will not cat fish, some are vegetariuns
and somec cat mcat only. X

Tribal man is hemmed in, imprisoncd by his ancestoss,
His horizons arc only as wide as they permit. IHe is also pri-
tected by them. The rules arc such that there are no orpharns
in the tribe, no misfits, no neurotics. And of course, the an-
cestral dead are hostile to change.

This, then, is the “obliqu, the hard-to-kpqw man” whom
Richard Wright encounterced on his first visit to Africa. Il

_is the man who raised Nkrurmah to power. He is the man

whose pressures led Jomo Kenyatta to the Mau Mau and
then to his loncly prison-cxile in a barren and isolated spaot.
He, tribal man, will have a crucial say in the futurc of Africa,
The ancestral dead notwithstanding, change is bcing im-
oscd on him. How he reacts to the change will have a powe;-
ul bearing on tomorrow’s Africa. )

If the men inaugurating the new ways have the sernse and
the patience to preserve the finer qualities of the old ways
and fuse these with the new, then we can expect somcthing
magnificently new out of Africa.

Renascent Africa

f world attention and intcrest. With

~Asia rid of colonialism\, Africa has become the last continent

over which western EuXopean nations still seck to perpetuate
their control. Yet even In Africa dramatic changes are taking
place which are rolling\back the frontiers of imperialism.
After tolerating Europear, colonization and the arrogance of
white scttlers for scores of years, Africa is now reawakening
and demanding those rights\to which all men Are heir.

The reawakening of Africk has found expyession particularly

. at the level of political and\constitutiona/advanccment. But

this will only come to fruition with th¢/ redefinition by the
African of his real place in}| his contiyent—his rolc in the
political, economic and sociil life of/ Africa. This redefini-
tion is already taking place 3nd it ¥ quite clear today that
the African knows that his destiny/can only be decided by
himself in Africa and not by} fo
The Africa of today symbolizks
optimism ‘and change. Indee
followed the signing of the

ope; it is the continent of
not since the period which
rlin Agreement of 1884 has
the continent of Africa expgrienced such swift and dramatic
changes as it has since tlfe Secgnd World War. The im-
portant problem now facidg the African is to define his own
political, economic and ocial objettives in these conditipns
of rapid change.

The Decli;

of Colonial Power in Africa

The “scramble /for Africa” whickh followed the Berlin
Agreement resufted in the establishment of western
European domigation over most of thd continent. But while
that period wag characterized by the canying of the continent
into a2 mosgic of meaningless enclavey, protectorates and

spheres of jAfluence, the upsurge of Afrigan nationalism and
independgfice movements after the Seco&.ad World War has
marked/the beginning of a rapid process of disintegration of
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" European power on the continent, and the\beginning of the

\
\
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erhaps, inevitable that Africa is today a -

igners in other countries. |




Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Perry H. Knowlton, President

February 16, 1968

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
Coyaba, Red Hill P. O.

St. Andrew
Jamaica, B.W.I. %
Dear Peter: L 2 @

Bill Wright left Holiday to join the staff of Ve@tur (At the same time,
Arnold Ehrlich left Venture to re-join the s Holiday, this time as
Editorial Director.) Bill wonders if you'l ece for the Caribbean
issue Venture is planning for the autumn. ; closing a ferox copy of

his letter, which would have gone of sooner if I hadn't been way-
laid by a touch of 'flu. Please tel er you'd like to accept the
assignment.

(9)

Meanwhile, amid various editorialychanges, Holiday underwent a giant
inventory cleaning and, regg@ettabl¥gghave decided that they will not use
t
i of

the article on KENYA whic bought from you toward the end of '65.
They have returned the to me for resale with the understanding
that they will receive er cent of the resale price if we succeed

in placing it else I'm sorry about this, but these things do happen
occasionally and on t be philosophical. I'm showing it to Bill
Wright at Ventu nwhile, you might take a look at your carbon if

you still have i d and let me know how much updating you think it
might need.

We seem to have been out of touch for an appallingly long time. I hope
all is well with you. ,

Best,

Emilie Jacob

EJ/pbw
Ence.



e i il - .,S-..—-..—--.-.}_ s e el
] Lo
= RS2 1) =
— | e
[— | ey
| !i l‘ A /{) i f L_~____,
N 1 A TR M R [Ny

THE TRAVELER'S WORLD / TRAVELVENTURES, INC. / 488 MADISON AVE. / N.Y. 10022 / (212) MU 8-0300

January 30, 1968

Miss Emilie Jacobson
Curtis Brown

60 East 56th St.

New York, New York

Dear Emnmy:

As you probably know, we are planning an all Caribbean issue
for the fall. For this, we would very much like to have Pater
Abrahams do a short piece on Voodoo and theother religions
throughout the islands, bringing in a bit about the history of
Christianity and its success with the islanders.

We were thinking of something short, in the area of 2000 words,
but this is loose; we would pay $750 and would need the manuscript
by the beginning of May. Could you let me know if this is
possible and satisfactory?

Sincerely,

William C. Wright
Senior Editor

WWiab
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Merch 5, 1968

Miss Fmilie Jacobson,
Curtis Brown.
New York, :

Deer Emilie,

Sorry ebout the deley in replying to Y our, letter of February
16: I've been eway from home these pastl £Lew weeks and just got
beck.

The Venture idea for 2 piece om Voodoo etc. is not really up
ny street 2t 8ll, end I do not thipk I" cen work up sufficient
interest to come up with enything (worthwhile on 1it.

I heve taxen a very quick look 2t my copy of the Kenye piece
end in terms of sheer typimgngyrors it seems in en swful mess to
me. I can't remember to what extent either I or the people who
did the typing cleenedNup theé copy thet went tc you but what I
have here will need considérsble cleesning up before being fit to
print, In terms €fNthe attual content the recent developments
leeding to the m-s8 exodus of Indiens from Kenya hes mede the
piece more immed¥ate than when I wrote it. I think Fhe necessary
upaqtlng - not se much in the content as in the dating of the
narrative = ‘gan be done at the ssme time 2s the typing is cleened
up., Neturelly, I would prefer not to undertake this esdditional
chore untiy I EBnow someone is interested. If, on the other hand
you want me %0 let you heve & cleaned-up updeted thing to shop
around with I will go to work on it. I shall, of course, use all
this materisl for & book later when the time is ripe, prbably when
there are. the inevitable peliticol 'disturbences' following the
death of Kenyette or some such other event. Meenwhile I do hope
things settle down at Holidaey for which I have 2 soft spot. It seems
not yet to hsve recovered from the death of Ted Patrick.

Congretulations to both you and Marths Winston on becoming
vice=presidents! 4And please asi Miss Suxermen to pey my annual
$10 Dramatists Guild fee snd debit me,

I have been working on our lend these pnst few mmnths; plenting
clearing bush end it has been wonderful; but I shell, sooner
er, give ﬁp up reluctanﬁiy and turn back to writing.

C+‘

All the besj,

~



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022

From the office of Martha Winston

October 26, 1967

Peter Abrams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Peter:

This letter from Knopf is\ self-explanatory, and
I am sending you a copy of the abridgement of
TELL FREEDOM for«your approval under separate
cover.

Let me know if the terms are all right and if

it is o.k« for me to go ahead.

Yours,

| A

M/ ts
Encl.



“STORIES FROM THE CARIBBEAN?”. Andrew Salkey. Elek Books
Ltd.,, 2, All Saints Street, London, N.1. 236 pp. Cloth boards. 30s.

This is a collection of West Indian stories. The author, a young
West Indian novelist, has collected together a diverse and repre-
sentative anthology of short stories from a number of West Indian
writers, including V. S. Naipaul, Samuel Selvon and John Hearne,
with those of a number of newer writers some as yet unpublished.
Wit and humour, melancholy and resentment, fantasy and super-
stition, all reflect the different sensibilities of the Islanders and
combine to make a unique volume containing one of the richest
and most appealing anthologies published.

“ONE TRAVELLER’S AFRICA”. Cynthia Nolan. Methuen & Co.
Ltd., 11, New Fetter Lane, London, E.C4. 254 pp. with coloured
photographs and end-plates. Cloth boards. 42s.

Cynthia Nolan and her husband have recently completed what
amounted almost to a Grand Tour of Africa, covering tens of
thousands of miles through a number of countries. Between them,
in word and in picture, they have recorded the sights, sounds and
smells of one traveller’s Africa — describing with a sense of pre-
cision and with wonder the wild animals, the natural landscapes
of Abyssinia and the beauty of the Murchison Falls, and outstand-
ing memories of every country included on her visit. The paintings
are of a rare quality, as is the descriptive writing throughout. This
is a book on which authors and publishers are to be highly con-
gratulated, and one that will bring back again the delights of Africa
to all who have lived there or visited its countries at any time.

“INTRODUCTION TO THE FLOWERING PLANTS OF WEST

AFRICA”. Margaret Steentoft Neilsen. University of London Press,

Ltd., Amen House, Warwick Square, London, E.C.4. Cloth boards.
246 pp. with maps and line-drawings. 42s. net.

This book fills a long-felt need by students and teachers of
botany in West Africa, describing the morphology and systematics
of more than 600 species of West African flowering plants with
notes on their recognition, ecology and distribution. There are
notes on field recognition of more important genera. Excellent for
students at Advanced Level and in their first year at Universities
in tropical Africa. Excellently produced and informatively illus-
trated.

“A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN?”. Peter Abrahams. Faber & Faber, 24,
Russell Square, London, W.C.1. 270 pp. Cloth boards. 21s.

The author has written several popular works, the last one
published by Faber’s, “A Wreath for Udomo”, being issued nine
years ago. This is a thrilling and authentic account of the work of
the South African Resistance — and as important today as when
it was written.

3



“THE CIVIL SERVICE IN' THE NEW AFRICAN STATES”. A. L.
Adu. George Allen & Unwin Ltd.,, Ruskin House, Museum Street,
London, W.C.1. 242 pp. Cloth boards. 25s.

The author is the regional representative of United Nations
Technical Assistance Board, East Africa. He examines the deve-
lopment of policy and the changing role of the civil service in the
newly developing states in Africa, and their machinery of govern-
ment. Such problems in Africa have their own special peculiarities,
and Mr. Adu is singularly qualified to consider them. This is a
scholarly and most informative volume that should be in the hands
of all concerned in government and administration in the countries
of the African Continent.

“HOW NOT TO KILL YOUR WIFE”. By a Family Doctor. George
Allen and Unwin Ltd., 40, Museum Street, London, W.C.1. 234 pp.
Cloth boards. 25s.

A book by a family doctor — required by medical etiquette to
remain anonymous. It deals clearly and at times amusingly with
the problems of health which every married woman must at some
time encounter, and is in addition a very useful handbook for the
woman, whether a housewife or not. A great deal of common
sense is included in its pages, and the volume is recommended
with confidence.

“BLACK EROS”. Boris de Rachewiltz. George Allen & Unwin Ltd.,
Ruskin House, Museum Street, London, W.C.1. 330 pp. with photo-
graphs in colour and monochrome. Cloth boards. 63s.

This is a review of the sexual customs of Africa from prehistoric
times to the present day, objectively written and -illustrated in
colour and monochrome with photographs of striking reality. An
excellently produced volume, it will be of great value to the
anthropologist- and "the student of Africa, her people, and their
religious and tribal beliefs and customs from the earliest times to
the present day.

“'I‘HEU‘RGY”. Mouni Sadhu. George Allen & Unwin Ltd., Ruskin
House, Museum Street, London, W.C.1. 263 pp. Cloth boards. 30s.

The art of effective worship and the practice of religion are
dealt with in this volume, based primarily on the Christian faith,
but which treats of many philosophies and religions within that
category. The actual application of prayer is dealt with in several
chapters — its practical side being stressed. Prayer for many
occasions is prescribed, as are such matters as exorcism and the
blessing of persons and objects for religious purposes. A most in-
teresting work, not far from the idea now being advocated by a
Church of England Bishop for home religious ceremonies and
observances. Will be of great interest to all students of religion
and philosophy.

4



RANDOM HOUSE, INC. ALFRED A.KNOPF, INC.

501 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 « PLAZA |I-2600

October 26, 1967

Dear Miss Winston:

In accordance with our telephone conversation this morning, I am
enclosing herewith the abridgment of TELL FREEDOM by Peter Abrahams.

: We have agreed to its use in a high school text entitled

MODERN LITERATURE:Four Representative Types. The four representative types
are a novel, a play, a narrative and this biography. We have asked for $400
advance against a royalty of 1 1/4% or 1 2/3% of the annual income. (The
royalty will be adjusted in accordance with the length of Mr. Abrahams book
to the other selections in the volume.)

Thank you for getting this abridgment to the author for approval.

Yours faithfully
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Afrioa:éé-hb&WN

Diterview tn Accra 7
by Peter Abrahams

(from AN AFRICAN TREASURY, ed, Langston Hughes, pp.uz-w st . b bo s

Croow . 1960
It was & hot, humid, oppressive August day in Accra, capital

of the Gold Coast that was to become Ghana, The alr had the
stillness of death, I walked down toward the sea front. FPerhaps
there would be the hint of a breeze there, As I neared the sea
front I was assailed by‘a potent stench of the sea with strong
overtones of rotting fish, 1

In about eight minutes of walking, some fifﬁ‘gn "taxls"
pulled up beside me: "Hi, massal Taxl, massad 'Me go anywhere
you go cheapi" They are all private ta;;awwlth no meters and
driven by strapping young men with flashiﬁk teeth, The place is
full of taxil drivers willing to~sq'hﬁYUhere and do anything cheap.

The street traders here are Womén. "Mammy traders," they are
called., They trade in everyfhiné. They sell clgarettes, one at
a time; round loaves of bfigd and hunks of cooked meat on which
the big West African tlies make sport. They love bargaining and
haggling. Theylar%;g‘pbwerful economic factor in the 1life of the
country. The mbrn pProsperous ones own their own trucks, some
own fleets of trucks., These "mammy trucks" are the principal
carriers of the country., They carry passengers as well as pro=-
duce and go hurtling across the countryside with little regard
for 1life or 1limb, Each truck has its own distinctive slogan,

such as: Repent for Death is Round the Corner, or Enter Without

Hope, or The Last Ride or If it Must it Will, My own favorite--

and I traveled in this particular truck--pleaded Not Today O Loxrd
Not Today.

I passed many mammy traders, many mammy trucks, before I
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" reached the sea front, I crossed a street, jumped over an open
drain, and there was the sea, ,But there was no breeze, and no
shade from the terrible sun, in the end I gave in to the ldea
of "taxl, massa, taxifland looked about for one, But now there
wag no taxi in slght.#ﬂInstead, I saw suddenly a long procession
of many women and a few men, The procession swung round a corner
and came into full view, twenty or thirty yards long. The women
wore white flowing robes and white kerchlefs on their heads.
Thelr faces were painted into grotesque masks made,with thick
streaks of black, red, white and yellow paintss ‘Ths heavy thud
of bare feet rose above the hum of the sea. f

Then, all at once, the drums burst torth‘and there was no
other sound about me, The marching wamen began to jig, then
dance., As the tall of the proaosnion_passed me the drums reached
a frenzy., A thin, pure not&irrom“l»fbad rose above the drums,
The whole procession becugg aéﬁhi#erlng, shaking mass, The reed
note held longer than aéqméd,human. And then, dramatically,
there was sllenoec‘*ﬁh?”tﬁﬁddlng feet faded away out of sight
and sound. Theéye wasg éllenee and a slight racing of my heartbeat

and the hum of thé”sea, and, of course, the overpowering fishy

stench,
CS<?¢mﬂm)evw~££? ) i

My thoughts shifted to my forthcoming meeting with Kwame
Nkrumah, Ghana's first prime minister, It was well over seven
years since I had last seen him, in London, Then he was a poor
struggling student; now he was the head of a state and the spoke 8-
man for the great Pan-African dréam of freedom and independence,

I remembered our past friendship and wondered what changes I
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" would find in him. Anyway, it was now 9 a,m, and my date with
him was for 9:30. I would soon know,

A few minutes later I flagged a taxl and simply saild, "Kwame' s
office."

A pale-brown West Indian miss was the prime minister's secre-
tary, She welcomed me as thoﬁgh I was a V,I.P. The prime minister
had not come back from a conference yet, This tribal business
was taking up a lot of his attention. GShe fold me with indignation
how members of the Ashanti tribe had to ocrawl on thelr bellles
for some twenty yeards into the presence of tholv kins, the Asante-
hene, and how tribalism had to give way or th&t Would be no pro=-
gress, If she was any indication, then Nkhumah was very worried
about the opposition the tribesmen wegp ofﬂbring his western-style
Convention People's Party, ;

A number of officlals cane 1n.““mﬁ§ lady stopped assailing
the tribes, Then there was s&ia bustle and the prime minister
arrived, 1In somethlng jﬂstwover five minutes he had seen and
dealt with these oﬂtio@alasand I was ushered into his offlce.

It was a big, g;easﬁnt, cool room,

Nkrumah came ®ounid his big official desk, took my hand and
led me to a settee near the window., The now famous smile 1it up
his face. As we exchanged greetings, felt each other ocut with
small talk in an attempt to bridge the gap of years, my mind went
back to our London days. This polsed, relaxed man, with the
hint of guarded reserve about him, was a far cry from the friend
I had last seen nearly eight years earlier.

For me, the most striking change of all was in hls eyes., They

reflected an inner tranquillity which was the one thing the

Nkrumah in Europe never had.
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.Even him name had been subtly different then. He had been
our friend Francis Nkrumsh, an African student recently arrived
from the United States, and he had not seen Africa for a decade
and more, He had quickly become a part of our African colony in
London and had joined our little group, the Pan-African Federatlon,
in our protests against colonialism,

He was much less relaxed than most of us, His eyes mirrored
& burning inner conflict and tension. He seemed consumed by a
restlessness that led him to evolve some of the mogt fantastic
schemes, : il -, @:.

The president of our federation was an ?gdg.ﬁfgican named
Johnstone Kenyatta, the most relaxed, sogéi%ff%@ted and "west-
ernlzed” of the lot of us, Kenyatta ohjqj;d$£he personal friend-
ship of some of the most dlatlngﬁ%jﬁé@_people in English political
and intellectusl soclety. He wa;#gﬁbéle, subtle encugh to attack
one's principles bitterlx“anéhigtiin one's friendship. He fought
the British as imperiggintsﬁhpt was affectionate toward them as
friends, \ N ‘

oy
&

It was to tglsﬁ%hiéﬁbed and extremely cultured man that
Francis Nkrumah ﬁ?apésed that we form a secret soclety called
The Circle, and that each of us splll a few drops of our blood
into a bowl and so take a blood oath of secrecy and dedication
to the emancipation of Africa,

Johnstone Kenyatta laughed at the ideaj he scoffed at it as
childish juju. He conceived our struggle in modern, twentieth-
century terms with no ritualistic blood nonsense., In the end

Francls Nkrumah drifted away from us and started hie own little

West African group in London. We were too tame and slow for hinm,
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-He was an angry man in a hurry.

Then he went back to his part of Africa, and Francis Nkrumah
became Kwame Nkrumah, He set himself at the head of the largely
tribal populace and dabbled in blood ritual, There was some
violence, a spell in prison, and finally Nkrumah emerged as the
first African prime minister in a self-governing British African
territorye. .

Tribal myths grew up around him, He could make himself in-
visible at will, He could go without food and sleep and drink
longer than ordinary mortals, He was, in fact,.the reincarnation
of some of the most powerful anéestral splrité;' He allowed his
feet to be bathed in blood. 5 s

By the time I visited the Gold Coast the uneasy alliance
between Nkrumah and the tribal ehicfévhad begun to orack. A

'ﬁeek or so before my arrivalihe had threatonad that, unliess they
cooperated with his governmentjia turning the Gold Coast into an
efficient twentieth-century state, he would make them run so
hard that they would laa#e thelir sandals behind them, This was
a calculated insult to the tribal concept that a chilef's bare
feet must never touch the earth,

That was the beginning of the secret war, Nkrumah thought
he would win it easily. He was wrong.

And the chlefs have, negatively, scored their victories too.
They have pushed him to a point where his regime is, today, in-
tolerant of opposition. The tribal soclety brooks no opposition.
Nkrumah's government banishes its most active opponents, As a
modern soclalist leading a western-style government, he justi-

fles this as a temporary expedient., But his less sophisticated
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‘ministers frankly talk the tribal language of strength, frankly
express the tribal impulse to destroy those who are out of step,

There was an alr of delicacy about our conversation and we
were both aware of this. We touched on local politics, He let
off at full blast against the tribalist, I told him I had heard
that the Acecra Club was still exclusively European. His eyes 1it
up. "You wait and see," he sald, Then, in relation to nothing
either of us had sald, he leaned toward me and exclaimed, "This
place is richl God, man, there's so much riches herel"--as
though the revelation had just been made to hime,

But always, throughout our talk, I sensed & new reserve, a

new caution that had not been there in the young student I had
known in Europe. A o (/ S ,fwuvg

kﬂ“we talked in Nkrumah®s cool\office that hot Augdst day in Sii&\
M
gatta, nowWw imprisoned in his nat%yﬁ Kenya for leading uijﬂ“p

“»pind kept slipping baek to our mutual f;ﬁend Jomo or

Johnstone Ko"

the Mau-Mau movengnt. :§lgn1fioant1y, though ‘we mentioned many

friends, both Nkrum?:mand I avolded mgntiéning Kenyatta, I had

decided not to mention M{m first. I had hoped Nkrumah would.

He d4id not.

A year earlier, I had fléwhup to Kenya from South Africa

and vislited Kenyatta, ‘;M?élt terfptly depressed as I got off the

plane, Things hagwg§gnn o much ugli®h

cades were up Aﬁﬂthe ugly war of color.

Ein the Union., The barri-
1“rnen I had left South
Africa iﬂﬁeﬁ; dim-and-distant past, there werxn;solated islands
whereﬁﬁlaok and white could meet in neutral terr“w{ry. When I

vudﬁ% back in 1952, the islands were submerged under&@h&kiislng

L
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" tidé of color hatreds, and I was glad to qult that dark, unhappy
land which yet compelled my love.

It was in this mood that I got off the plane, I had not seen
my friend Jomo for years. Now there he was, Just outside the
alrport terminal bullding, leaning on a heavy cane, bigger than
I remembered him in Europe, paunchy, hils face looking puffy. And
behind him was a huge crowd of Africans,

I began to move toward him when a lean-faced, lean-hipped
white colonial-administrator type suddenly appeared beside me and
said: "Mr, Abrahams,”

I stopped and thought, "Oh, Lord."

Kenyatta also came forward, The two men ignored each other,
Lean-face introduced himself and said thé Colonial Office had
alerted them that I was coming ta,#o gome writing for the London
Observer and they had drawn up a provisional schedule for me,

Had I done anything about accommodations?

Before I could angwer, Kenyatta said, "You are staying with
me, of course.," Thj;gla"dbtachment was back in his eyes. They
seemed to say, f!oﬁ&véféot to choose, pal, Let's see how you

choose,"

Lean-face sald, "We've got something set up for you for
tomorrow ande-"

"I live in the bush,” Kenyatta added,

It dawned on me that I had become, for the moment, the
battlefield of that horrible animal, the racial struggle. I
made up my mind, resenting both sides and yet conscious of the

crowd of Afriecans in the background, A question of face was

involved,
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-"I've promised to spend this week end with Mr, Kenyatta,®
I sald.

Lean-face was graceful about it. I promised to call the
Secretariat first thing on Monday morning. He gave me a copy of
the schedule that had been prepared for me and wondered, sotto
voce, whether I knew what I was letting myself in for. Kenyatta
assured me that I would be perfectly safe, that nobody was going
to eut my throat. I was aware that they were talking to each
other through me, I was aware that they knew I was aware, and
that made me bad-tempered. - ?

"Then I'1l say good night, Mr. Abrahamsfﬂ’,'t Léaﬁat'aoa sald
pointedly. _f ‘

As soon as he was out of hearing §éﬁla§%. began to curse,

"It's good to see you again,ﬂighﬁgﬁbne." I gripped his hand.

"Jomo," he replied, Thq;hlnéﬁéf”ironlc speculation waS back
in his eyes. A slightly .sardonid, slightly bitter smile playied
on his lips. A Y

"{elcome to Kgnmn;\féfér,” he said., Then, abruptly: "Come
meet the leaders‘of‘qj ﬁeople. They've been walting long."

We moved forwﬁrﬁ'and the crowd gathered about us., Jomo made
8 llttle speech in Kikuyu, then translated it for my benefit. A
little old man, ancient as the hills, with huge holes in his ears,
then welcomed me on hehalf of the land and its people., Again
Jomo translated,

After this we all bundled into the fleet of rattling old cars
and set off for the Kikuyu reserve in the heart of the African
bush, Kenyatta became silent and strangely remote during the

Journey.

We stopped at the old chief's compound, where other members
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‘of the tribe walted to welcome me, By this time the reception
committee had grown to a few hundred., About me, pervading the
air, was the stench of burning flesh; a young cow was being
roasted in my honor, Before I entered the house a drink was
handed to me, Another was handed to the old chief and a third
to Kenyatta, The old man muttered a brief incantation and spilled
half his drink on the earth as a libation., Jomo and I followed
sult, Then the three of us downed our drinks and entered the
house, _ ‘

A general feasting and drinking thencommehccé;ﬁbbth inside
‘and outside the house, I was getting a full\céremonial tribal
welcome, The important dignitaries of thextriﬁe slipped into
the room in twos and threes, spoke tafmé;through Kenyatta for a
few moments, and then went away,'mhkfné‘room for others.

"Africa doesn't seem to:chango,* kenyatta murmured between
dignitaries, There was a terrible undercurrent of bitterness
behind the softly murmured ﬁords. I was startled by 1t and
looked at his face, WFor a fleeting moment he looked like a
trapped, caged ‘@animal,

He saw me lodktﬁé at him and quickly composed his face into
a slightly sardonic, humorous mask, "Don't look too closely,"
he said,

And still the dignitaries filed in, had a drink, spoke thelr
welcome and went out,

The ceremonial welcome reached its high point about midnlght,
Huge chunks of the roasted cow were brought in to us, and we
gnawed at the almost raw meat between swigs of liquor. Outside,

there was muted drumming, Volces were growing louder and louder,
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Suddenly, in the midst of a long-winded speech by an immensely
dignified Masal chlef from a neighboring and friendly tribe, Ken-
yatta jumped up, grabbed his heavy cane and half staggered
through the door.

"Come, Peter," he called,

Everybody was startled, I hesitated, He ralsed his cane and
beckoned to me with it., I knew that this would be a dreadful
breach of tribal etiquette,

"Come, mani" he snapped,

I got up, aware of the sudden silence that_had descended on
the huge gathering, By some strange maglc evefybody seemed to
know that something had gone wrong.

"Jomo," I saild, _

"I can't stand‘any more,” he nmhppéd. “Come ("

I followed him to the door. I:knéw the discourtesy we were
inflicting on the tribe.¢ I alsn;know that my friend was at the
breaking point, We wg;k.d through the erowd of people, got into
Kenyattat's éar and'drﬁve off into the night, The African moon
was big and yellow,'bathing the land in a soft light that almost
achleved the olari®y of daylight.

He took me to his home, It was a big, sprawling, empty place
on the brow of a hill, 1Inside, it had nothing to make for copmfort.
There were hard wooden chairs, a few tables and only the bed in
the bedroom, There were no books, none of the normal amenities
of western civllizatldn, When we arrived two women omergad from
somewhere in the back and hovered about in the shadows. They
brought in liquor, but I never got a clear glimpse of eithey of
them, My friend's anguish of spirit was such that I did not want
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to ask questions, We sat on the veranda and drank steadlly and
in silence until we were both miserably, depressingly drunk,

And then Kenyatta began to speak in a low, bitter volce of
his frustration and of the isolated position in which he found
himself. He had no friends. There was no one in the tribe who
could give him the intellectual companionship that had become so
important to him in his years in Europe. The things that were
inportant to him--consequential conversation, the drink that
represented a soclal activity rather than the intention to get
drunk, the concept of individualism, the inviolabllify of prive
acy--all these were alien to the tribesmen in whose midst he
lived. So Kenyatta, the western man, wau:dbiven in onhhimself
and was forced to assert himself in tribtl‘terms. Only thus
would the tribesmen follow hin andaéO»give him his position of
power and importance as a leader, ,

To 1live without roots,is toidive in hell, and no man chooses
Voluntarily to live in Qeli. The people who could answer his
needs as 5 westernfinﬁ>h§d‘erected a barrier of color against him
in spite of th31£act thét the taproots of their culture had be-
come the taprootsxéf"his culture too, By denying him access to
those things which complete the life of western man, they had
forced him back into the tribalism from which he had so painfully
freed himself over the years,

None of thils was stated explicitly by either XKenyatta or my=-
self, But it was there in his brooding bitter commentary on both
the tribes and the white settlers of the land. For me, Kenyatta
became that night a man who in his own life personified the ter-
rible tragedy of Africa and the terrible secret war that rages

in it, He was the victim both of tribalism and of westernlsm
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gone sick., His heart and mind and body were the battlefield of
the ugly violence known as the Mau Mau revolt long before 1t broke
sut in that beautiful land, The tragedy 1s that he was so rarely
gifted, that he could have made such a magnificent contribution
in other circumstances,
Tribalism

What then 1s tribal man? Perhaps his most important single
characteristic is that he is not an individual in the western
sense, Psychologically and emotionally he is thegpresent living
personification of a number of forces, among th&ymost important
of which are the ancestral dead., The dead hayews powerful hold
on the 1living., They control and regulape the lives and actlvitles
of the 1living from the grave, They Hand ‘eut the rules and codes
by which the living conduct their dally affairs. If there is a
drought, if there 1s a famin®, it 1s a sign that the ancestors
are angry because someone‘has broken a rule of the tribe, a law
laid down by the deadi ™ There will be no pesce, no order, no
prosperity in the ®ribe until the ancestors are appeased.

So the chieff\calls the whole tribe to a meeting in whlch the
guilty ones will be "smelled out,"® The proecedure begins with
the drums--a key factor in Afriecan life, Thelr insistent throbs
call the people to the gathering on a placid, almost momentous
key at first, but working on the emotions, Everyone in the
village will be present; no man, woman or child would think of
not obeying the summons, They form a clrcle, with the witeh
doctor or medicine man and the drummers to the fore, When all
the people are assembled the throbbing of the drums increases.
They beat in tune to the heartbeats of i:he human circle,

The witch doctor is dressed in lion r leopard skin, some-
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times in monkey skin, His face is painted in bold streaks of
color: white, black, red, There are crisscrossing lines on hils
body too. He wanders about the center of the circle, slmost 1dly
at first, Every now and then he pauses and looks straight into
someone's eyes and keeps on looking. For the person looked at,
this is an encounter with fate, Few stare back. Thelr eyes slide
past his face or go glazed, They fear but are not supposed
fear, They know the ancestors are just, that the innocent are
never punished., To experience fear, therefore, ig an acknowledg-
ment of guilt. It is not necessary to know the&ﬁhfupe of your
gullt; If you were not gullty, there would b‘iﬁp fear in your
mind. v ' AN\

F & G
$ /N

The tempo of the drums inoraases.‘ Tﬂa»vttch doctor begins
to dance, slowly at first, He beg@ns t& talk in a high-pitched
nasal voice; spirits always talk tb¢6ugh their noses, The drums
and fhe incantations go ou and mn, getting faster and wilder,
dominating the hearts andfmtuda of all the circle, PFecople begin
to tremble and sth@m, SOme drop down in a trance and lie moan-
ing on the groqu asworyone 18 possessed by the frenzy of the
drums, The splrits‘of the ancestors are abroad,

Suddenly the drums stop. The witch doctor stands fixed for
a dreadful momonf that seems without end. Then he pounces., He
grabs his vlctﬂm and drags him or her into the center of the
circle, The/fictim does not resist, does not protest., The
ancestors aréfflways Jjust,

There miy @e one, there may be many vietims, But once the
vietim - or victggg'are "gmelled out," the hypnotic spell of the
drums is broken@\ People relax, Thelr hearts beat normally once

more, Now the mncestors will be propitiated and the living
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freed of the evil which beset them, Now the famine or the drought
or the plague or whatever had beset the land will depart from 1it,
And so, while the victim or victims are put to death, the rest

of the tribe celebrates the passing of the great evil,

Ancther key characteristic of tribal man is that his society
is exclusive and not, like western soclety, inclusive, The lines
are drawn very clearly, very sharply. Anybody not an "insider®
1s an enemy, actually or potentially--someone to dlstrust, someone
to fear, someone to keep at bay, There is no chelcO. no volition
about this., It is something ordained by the Ancentral dead, The
tribal society is therefore possibly the mgsthoxcluaive soclety
in the twentieth-century world., If you arcthot in the tribe,
there 18 no way into it. If you.arewin it, there is no way out
of 1t except death, Disseng is ﬁét‘recognized. To break the
rules of the tribe is tovoouf%fdgath.

Even the family, phsaf&undation of the tribal in-group, is
no simple affair, Itlis‘artén a cluster of four generations,

A man's family oa£°ha ﬁade up of his father, his fatherts first,
second and third*wlvés--there may be more--and the children of
these. A man inherits the wives and children of his brothexs who
die before him, The wives then become his wives, the children

of his brother become brothers and sisters to his own children

by his own wife, Then there are the children's children, These
and the old people, the grandparents, make up the immediate fam=
11y, the heart of the in-group., Then there are the families re-
lated to one's famlly by blood ties--the families of uncles and
cousins, These haYe the same complex structure of many wives and

brothers and sisters, many of whom are inherited., A group of such
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’blbod-related families makes the clan, Clans have been known to
be blg enough to f1ill whole villages.

Another and most vital factor in the lifeocof tribal man is
his attitude to 1life and death, Nelther 1ife nor death is ever
wholly accidental, Disease 18 never natural, These are brought
about by the good and evil sgpirits all around us, The evil spirits
are preoccupled with bringing disaster on the tribe, the good
with protecting the tribe, To achieve thelr malign ends, evil

spirits enter the bodles of ordinary human beings. To fight the
evil spirits, good spirits enter the bodlies of witqh ‘doctors,
Life and death are thus out of the hands of u9i$a1 men,

The world of tribal man is so domingﬁtd”by the spirits that
some tribes will not eat birds becauseé of i&e spirits that dwell
in them, some will not eat flsh.“ﬁéme{are vegetarians and some
eat meat only, N \

Tribal man is hemmed*ip, 1kpfiaoned by his ancestors. His
horizons are only as g,;dér a&nthey permit, He 18 also protected
by them, The rules*hgd sueh that there are no orphans in the
tribe, no mxaflﬁg. ng)neurotica. And of course, the ancestral
dead are hostile t& ohange.

This, then, 1s)the "oblique, the hard-to-know man.” He is
the man who ralsedikrumah to power, He is the man whose presss
ures led Jomo Kemyatta to the Mau Mau and then to his lonely
prison-exile 1n a barren and isolated spot. He, tribal man, will
have a orucla{ say 1n the future of Africa,

The anaestral dﬁaﬁ notwithstanding, change is being imposed
on him, How he reacta to the change will have a powerful bearing

on tomorrow's Africm.

If the men 1naugurmt1ng the new ways have the sense and the

/
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‘patience to preserve the finer qualities of the old ways and fuse

these with the new, then we can expect somethihg magnificently
new out of Africa,
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The indication LT inserted between the double hyphens before the Address of this Telegram is charged for as one word.

Please writc the NAME AND ADDRESS in CAPITAL LETTERS.

= . .DEGENER _ CURTIS BROWN \ 575 MADISON AVENUE NEW YORK

| hereby declare that the text of the above Telegram is entirely in plain | ge (the lang or | ges used being *...... ... . AN
e e ) that it is written in accordance with the general usage of the | or s g and that it does not bear any mean-
ing other than that which appears on the face of it. | request that the Telegram may be forwarded on the faith of the foregoing declaration and

subject to the conditions printed on back hereof by which | agree to be bound.

SIGNATURE AND ADDRESs OF senper e ter Abrshems, _.:L’he Vest Indisn Econ.

(Not to be Telegraphed.) 3

P.T.O.

* State here the language used.



CONDITIONS i

1. The Company or any Telegraph Company or Government Telegraph Administration by whom this
telegram is or would in the ordinary course of the telegraphic service be forwarded, may decline to forward
such telegram although it has been received for that purpose; but in such case the amount paid for the trans-
mission will be refunded to the sender at his request. ' &

2. Neither the Company nor any Telegraph Company, or Goverfiment Telegraph Administration, by

. whom this telegram is or would in the ordinary course of the telegraphie, sérvice be forwarded, nor any of their

respective officers or servants shall be liable to make compensation forbany loss, injury or damage arising

or resulting from non-transmission or non-delivery of the teleg@fn;' ’m?ﬂclay or error or omission in the trans-

mission or delivery thereof, through whatever cause suchihonftransmission, non-delivery, delay, error, or

omission shall have occurred even though oocasion::d hy\’%he ‘neglect or default of such Company or
Administration or any officer or servant in their employ.,

3. This telegram shall be forwarded in aecordance with the provisions of the International Telegraph
Regulations and the provisions of such Regglation’&gpll be deemed to be binding between the sender and this
or any Telegraph Company or_Govemﬂieri‘f Telegraph Administration by whom this telegram is or would
in the ordinary course of the telegraphic service be forwarded.

4. The above mentioned mﬂﬁmpns also apply to telegrams tendered to or delivered by the Company
by telephone, over a private line, onby any other means whatsoever.

NOTE.—Reduced rate plain language telegrams (Letter Telegrams) are subject to special Regulations regarding
delay in transmission and delivery. Full information respecting letter telegrams may be obrained at any of
the Company’s Offices. As these telegrams are subject to special arrangements they cannot be accepted
Jor all destinations.

"CABLE AND WIRELESS (WEST INDIES) LIMITED

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND)




Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

June 2, 1966

Peter Abrahams, Esqg.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.C.

Ste Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Peter:

Am much relieved the delay was caused only
by a postal strike. New York has suffered
from all sorts of crises but so far not
from the mailmen.

Harold Strauss is happy that you are ‘going

to try to make the changes he suggested

and the contract is in the works now. I

am puzzled by Innes Rose's concern over

the Canadian market, Your last Knopf contract
did stipulate Candda as an open market and

the same arrangement will.be followed in the
new one, Actually, Faber will be so far ahead
of Knopf that it's.rather academic, but it is
an open market., 37

Harold rather likes THIS ISLAND, NOW but wants
to give it more thought,

Yours,

—~

V\./gawv Qlan

M /ml
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Curtis Brown, Ltd.

60 East 56 Street,

New York, N.Y. 10022 NG Rh

V4

Peter “\Abrahams, Esq.
Goyaba

Red’ Hills P,O,

St. Andrew

Jamaica

AEROGRAMME e PAR AVION
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Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

- March 30, 1966

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

Ste Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Peter Abrahams:

T've been home with the flu or would have answered
more promptly,

I am well aware that Knopf have reservations about
A PASSAGE IN TIME, but I've had a _good talk with
Harold Straus and there is no doubt im my mind but
that they do want to publish“the ‘boek as it is, if
that is the way you want it.q Harold now understands
this is the way you wanteit. He is writing you and
I want to hear what you think/after you've had his
letter.

Yours,

l

AN R s :

MW /m1



Curtis Brown, Ltd. ZQORA

R N
575 Madison Avenue, (u MAR S
i ot M. £

New York 10022

Peter Abr&hams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red JHiNSG P, 0,

Ste \Andrew

Jamaica

AEROGRAMME o PAR AVION
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Coyaba,

o Red Hills P.O.
-8t. Andrew,
Jamsica,

December 9, 1966.

Miss Ann Torrsago, ;

Accounts Department, ' ; -
Curtis Brown Ltd.,

60 East 56 Street,

New York 10022, N.Y.

Dear Niss Torrago, 6

I em sorry you hed to write twi t my ennual
subscription to the Dramatists Guil&i\ heve been travelling.

Will you plesse pay this bi

-

Your ‘5' }@ g ? ) e

mne.




Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022

November 28, 1966

Pater Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba, Red Hills, P.O.
St. Andrews

Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

I have not heard from you in answer to my letter of

October 27th, in.referance +to your bill for membership

to the Dramatists Guild for the fiscal year of October 1,1966
to September 30, 1967.

The dues are $10. May I hear from you as to your
decision.

Sircerely,

N Y
/" Ann Torragéﬁﬁ_ﬂ;dk~j?th

/ Accounting Department

AT :rs



0

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022

.

QOctober 27, 1956

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba, Red Hills, P.O.
St. Andrews

Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

The bill for the $10 dues for membership to the Dramatists
Guild for the fiscal year of October 1, 1966 to

September 30, 1967 is now due. Do you wish to renew

your membership?

The $10 dues which were paid August 19th, eowered your
membership to the Guild for 1965.

Sincerely,

Ann-Torrago
Accounting Department

Lé/}( j”"” ot &

AT:rs



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

December 9, 1966

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

Ste Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Peter:

Warold Strauss has kept me informed about the changes
you have made in THIS ISLAND, NOW and T am happy to
see that all seems to be going well,

wA

We had no word about the British publication plans,
When do Fabers plan to publish? Have you alérited John
Farquharson to send me two copies of the Brifish edition
to revlster for ad interim copyrwqht heé’e 31 the event
they are publishing before Knopf.

Hope you are well and happy and that the new vear will
be a great one for you,

Q@

Yotrs,

B R

MW/m.

PeS. I just thought to check with Harold Strauss re British
publication and he tells me that it will probably be
next spring. Since it is likely to precede Knopf's, will
vou please alert John Farquharson at that time to provide
us with two copies for the ad interim coovr:vht.



Coyebe,

‘Red Hills P.O.’
St. Andrew,
Jamaica,

October 6, 1966

kiss Nellie Sukerman, ¥
Curtis Brown Ltd., .

60 Esat 56 Sireet,

Few York 10022, H.Y.

Dear Miss Sukerman,

Iiterary earnings here are averaged out over a four
yeer period for tex purposes here sc once every four year g
I heve an sasrgument with our Ua8x people. in one such now
‘and I should like pour help with informe n two points
for which T seem to be unable to fin’d' T, :

showing a payment
1963 showing = peyment
you could tell me
ere in fect the figares

There ere U.,S, Treasury forus
from you to me of $1,000, and one
of $222, 'I should ‘be very grate
whet these were for and whethe\-

I received,

Yours** sincerely, NS
e “"*/ ’w s }’.
”e ter Abrahemb , :

-



Cable: Browncurt

k [

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

August 9, 1966

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Peter:

I'm completely in sympathy with your trip
to the wilds of Guvana == these things
are difficult to resist! 1I'1l explain

to Harold, Many thanks for the siened
agreement,

Yours,

Lol

MW /m1



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Avgust 1, 1966
Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba
Red Hills P.O,
St. Andrew, Jamaica
Dear Peter:
I'm beginning to worry about the Knopf agreement;

I mailed it to you on June 16th, ILet me know
please if you haven't received it.

Yours,

|4 N

Ml /m1
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022
From the office of Martha Winston

June 16, 1966
Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba
Red Hills P.O.
Ste Andrew, Jamaica
Dear Peter:
I'm enclosing two copies of the letter
agreement for THIS ISLAWD, NOW, Keep
one for your records, sign and return
the other to me (not to Knopf),.
Many thanks,

Yours,

;

MW/ml
Fncle. (2)



A- ﬁ‘ﬁd A Knopf [ncor[)omted

PUBLTISHER O F B ORZOI B O OKS

Cables: KNOPF NEW YORK
Telephone: PLAzA 1-2600

501 Madison Avenue
New York (22), N.Y.

June 13, 1966

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

We formally accept THIS ISLAND, NOW as the option work under
our agreement dated September 18, 1964, and all terms and conditions
shall be exactly as stated in that agreement, except that the Author
agrees to grant the Publisher an additional option on his next work
of fiction following THIS ISLAND, NOW.

This letter goes to you in duplicate., If, as we believe, it
correctly expresses the understanding between us, please sign one copy
where indicated and return it to us, and file the other with your copy
of the agreement. Our check in payment of the advance will be mailed to

your agent, Curtis Brown, Ltd., upon our receipt of the countersigned

letter.

Yours faithfully,
for Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. .

. {:; f/uf
N\ UUAAL e i
William A. Koshland
Secretary

AGREED:

Peter Abrahams, Esq.

Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, West Indies

WAK: sr
(in duplicate)



August 3, 1966

e

Miss Martha Winston,
Curtis Brown Ltd.,
60 East 56 Sireet, P
New York 22, .Y, ' ;

Deer Mertha,
I'm sure you =nd Harold Strauss t 'i:iji e stinker - and

you're right, I have been having & wen time in the wilds
of whet used to be British Guiena g w Guyena over the
past month, Iwo explorers pasasing agh here invited me to

come 2long and since this was onesmef\the things I'd 2lways wanted
A eve only Jjust returned

to doy 1 left everything and wen| ‘
end will now buckle to on the delayed revision I let myself
5 ¢ with Harold for me, I do not

in for. Be an angel and makeape :
know precisely what change®) wdditions I will meke or just when
it would be done but I ,-, t as quickly as possible (a2ll this

letter of July Tth which Jjust missed

is by way of responseqto
me as I flew ov.ts). oy
I also retur;‘hg;:w the letter of agreement for the book.
o VI3

a 1ong overdue bill from the Dremetists

Finelly,
t on to Miss Sukermen and ssk her to pay it

Guild, Plemse, pAss™i
for me, ,

\

Now write to Innes Rose who, I'm sure, &lso thinks me
e lousy la ker, But the trip wes worth it and I feel 2ll
~ the richer end heppier for it. ,

As ever



Coyeba,

e Red Hills P.O. e
St. Andrew,
Jamaica,
May 25, 1966

Miss Marthe Winston,
Curtis Brown Ltd.,
60 East 56 Street,
New York 10022, N.Y.

Dear Mertha,

Sorry about it but I have only just received your
letter of March 30th ( 2s well thet—that of Herold Strauss
end at least £ifty others, including the English page proofs
of the book). We had = month long postal §imike which ended
about three weeks 2go but there is still grest confusion
and ean ewful bscklog of mail.

I think you should now go shead with the contract
with Enopf and pleese tell Herold Streuss thet I shell now
go over the manusecript snd try to meet his points of v
criticism which he itemises on pPage /three of his letter of
lMerch lst. /s soon a&s this is _dome I will write him, and
you. Incidentally, Fabers\who, say they ere publishing this
autumn -are not too hsppy about the title., They wented THE
VOICE OF THE -ISLAND about which I em not very happys and
1 think we are now settling,on THIS ISLAND, NOW., This is
from W.H. Auden's "“Look &trasnger 2t this islsnd now/ The
lesping light -for{your delight discover" etc. But since it
looks 2s though,we shall be publishing relatively different
versions this may not be of interest to Knopf,

Fin(Lly, Innes Rose writes rather pressingly over
the question 0f access to the Canadien merket. He naturelly
wants to give Faber an entry there., I wes under the- impression
thet Cenada h&d been treated as an 'open market' for both
publishers., To the best of my knowledge this was the original
arrangement worked out by the publishers and egents. But he
say the British were excluded from Cenade with the lest book.
Do you think you could sort this out with him?

Yours



|

e

March 30, 1966

Peter Abrahams, Usqe.

Coyaba : :

Red Hills P.0.
Ste Andrew
Jamaica

Dear Petor Abrahams:

T've been home with the flu or would have answered
more promptly,

I anm well aware that Knopf have reservations about
A PASSAGE IN TIME, but I've had a good talk with
Harold Straus and there is no doubt in my mind but ™
that they do want to publish the book as it is, if
that is the way you want it, Harold now understands
this is the way you want it, He is writing you and
I want to hear what you think after you've had his
letter, ‘

Yours,

MW/m1




Curtis Brown, Ltd. 60 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022
From the office of Martha Winston

May 13, 1966

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.0.

St. Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Peter:

I'm beginning to wonder if .you ever received
my letter of March 30th, orHarold Strauss!
letter of about the same date. T'm enclosing

a copy of my letteres Dowlet me hear from
you and please note our/new addresse

Yours,
4

Encle.



Coyeba,
Red Hills P 0.’
5t. Andrew, -
Jemeica,

Merch 9, 1966

De=sr MNiss Winston,

I have just received Herold Strauss' letter of March
lst. It seems to me thet over and sbove the criticism of
points of detail there is 2 besic unheppinees 2t Knopf sbout
the structure of the book itself, Knopf is unhappy about
first one set, then another set of cherescters dominating the
story in different sections. This is how I intended it to
be 2nd to do anything else-is to write anaé;z; story.

: It seems to me that if they publi ess it is o
completely rewritten story thet ovemon@his besic objection,
they zre not likely to do so with enthusiesm. And
I inow this is not the sort of boo hat will sell itself;

I know it is neither easy nor po ut it is sBomething I
really wanted to do. ok -

- In these circumstan &ndei whether it is not :
unfair to insist on theim hing becruse of the option
business? Ny reletions w have been cordisl over

such & long period of ¢fime 2t I would hete them to heve
to publish enything of Wmineshmexmme unwillingly.

t of this note is to ask for your
upny mind, You're on the spot; you
nd I'm sure there's 2 line of =zction
see teken, I 3h°ll defer esnswering Herold
ve heerd from youl

Inywesy, the
sdvice to help
know the bus
you would 1
Streuss unti

Yours sincerely,

Miss Martha Winston, ~
Curtis Brown Ltd., '

575 Madison Avenue,

New York 10022.
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. §75 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

January L8, 1966

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba, Red Hills P.O.
St. Andrew, Jamaica,B.W.I.

Dear Peter:

A PASSACE TN TIME seems to me a s¥illfully and
absorbingly written book, and oire wWaich dissects
interestingly and sympathetically a frightening
phenomenon of our times., AS)a wagazine prospect
I feel its chances are slim,( The individual lives
with which the writer gets, inVolved at the start
become in the end, .segondary to the burgeoning
political situationa, [am sure this is precisely
what you intended, and,T think that in terms of
the book it worksy, Bot in magazine terms the tone
is more conte@mplati¥e and analytical than what most
of the editersVare seeking at present, I will,
however, \Shew, it to the Saturday FEvening Post and
we '11l ‘sgewhat they say.

I ®agve, Yof course, given the ribbon copy to Martha
for $hefbook publisher,

RJ /enm




Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 Plaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

November 30, 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

Ste Andrews, Jamaica

B.W.I.
Dear Peter:

I am very glad to tell you that the Hellday editors find KENYA
acceptable and they are putting through.payment.

Harry Nickles has asked me te, €Ll ‘you that they'll do the necessary
cutting in the shop and will, of course, show you proofs for your
approval, Also, he says not %o worry about pictures because their
Art Department likes to plan its own photographic coverage. And

he sends you his warmest regérds.

So do I, as ever,

milie Jacobgon

EJ/blk



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PlLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

November 17, 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esqg.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.CQ.

St. Andrews, Jamaica

Dear Peter:

This is Jjust to let you know that XEN¥Azhas arrived safely
and is on its way to Harry Nickles atwHoliday. It doesn't
seem to me as polished a pieeeg@s, ¥t could bey; but T know

you were pressed for time and L'm)sure the editors at Holiday
will understand, &

Wy,
i

Yours,

Pmilie Jacobson

EJ/blk



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

s Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

e September 21, 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Peter:

This is in reply to yours of August 9th which was held for my
return from vacation and I, in turn, had to hold it until Harry
Nickles of Holiday returned just now from his vacation. Since
you are traveling in Africa as I write, I expect the delay won't
matter a great deal and this will greet you on your return home.

The point is that Holiday says to take a little more time with
the article if the mid-Cctober deadline makes you feel pressed.
They would hope to have the manuscript by November lst., If you
find it absolutely necessary I think they would stretch it to
November 15th. All of whiech I hope will take some of the
pressure off in the writing of the piece.

I hope, too, that your journey was an exciting and rewarding one.

My best to you,

Emilie Jacobsgon
®J/evs



Al ¢ Ko et " S T

S *Coyeba’ _
= : hed ills P.O. 3
‘ Ste. Andrew,

: dumeice. 7
August -9, 1965
/ pen 1 » L
Miss. Exilie Jrcobson, : oy I
Curtis Brown ILtds, : , pans
575 krdison Avenue, -~ , e : o
ow York. 2 ; : -
: Deer Endlid, - . % ;

This is juet to xéep you ih the picture. I fiy cut of
pere in rbout sn acur's bre, luiich whs theMlrs i piene seat

3 1 could gets, T spend four Gsys in London erth hrirobi
on, tag- 1T 58, 1l retuin-on ' the JOth Semi; whiich npies
the pid-Uctober derdiine o iittlie on %h at gide but 1'Il -
see now much of the story 1 crn writ e snot, -
The book is dones 1 like it but gis® 1 know, is subjective
’ ~nd 1 will not feel cerizin rlout ARUNLiL I've looked ot
it when I get back, Paul of Iarg given it = iitie -
CPYRCUGE A GLASS, LARLLY = which W mpst of us sce the .
reallly ol Ghis wordid of owy ;
i~ " o~ .’ . g
) For Misg Blosson. Kein I e 1 peve Jjust received her
letter #na widl not heWg: t6 reply btefove 1 go, but
I Terily do not iike Wr.\ a8 1dess
r’ - o N . K £ >, |
; 2 3
i JIours sincerely .
]
o Ty \ . k- ¢
= A
LT 4 & \
| -
t 5 .
# i e
5 ~ \
o e ' -, -
‘l b -~
2 : 7
- 1! " ¥ i 'v



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretar
August 6, 19g5
Peter Abrahams, Esq,
Coyaba
Red Hills, P.O.
St. Andrews
Jamaica, B,W,I.

Due from A. A. Knopf Inc. $36,02
for royalties to March 31, 1965.

Less: 15% Commission $5 .10
Merchandise 9,27 14,67

By check herewithee... $21.35



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

July 30, 1965

Mre Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.C.

Sto Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrehams:

Allow me to introduce myself. I am head of the motion
picture department at Curtis Browne

For the past few months I have been trying to interest
several producers in A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN, as I think
it's a very exciting book and could lend itself very well
to a2 motion picture, Peter Thomas in California is co-
representing the book with us as I felt it would be a
difficult sale and one which needed co-representation on
the Coaste

The resistance to the book has been, of course, the African
situation, and no one knows Jjust how to get around it,

I pass the following suggestion on for what itts worth,

and I have absolutely no comment about it because it is just

an idea that Mr. Thomas proposed. What do you think about taking
the book and making it a World War II story about a BEuropean
underground?

I felt I should pass this along to you for your reaction

as we must get your feelings on everything, and I would be
interested in hearing your thoughts on the matter.

Sincerely,

BK:jm , %/bm 7?7- 4\

Blossom Kahn
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Coyeba, :
Red Hills e O,
St. Andrew,
Jumaicea, 4
July 22, 1965

Miss Emilie Jacobsongy : 5y e
Curtis Brown Ltd,, ‘ :

575 Madison Avenue,

NEW YORK 10022, N.HW. b

H.S.A. i =

Dear mmilie, iz s | @6

I am ell set to book ppssage an ing a little enxious
ebout the Holidey advance money. t is not yef’on the way .
will you please expédite? :

I 2m on the liast twen -of the book and should
be done with it sometime & coming week. Faber will
contract for the East Afri

The new novel w;lleed dur:mg my ab.,ence end should
be ready on-my re ‘in rly September. I should like to

look it over bed@ nding it out to you end Innes Rose
in London, It i i1 too close for me to try sn objective
assessment, | ‘ : A

st reg ards.
Zincerely

Peter Abrehems



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

I'Iay 25, 1965

Peter Abrhams,
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Peter Abrahams:

Thank you for yours of the 18th., The editers at Holiday
are quite willing to go along with the\schedule you propose,
and unless you notify me of a change in your timetable they
will plan to get a check for one thousand dollars into my
hands by about the middle of Julys, I trust this will fit in
with your plans bat if notg don'h hesitate to let me know,
If you could deliver tHe, completed article by October 15th,
the editors would be well'pléased.

I will sell Holiday only North American serial rights when
the time comes (Bhis traditionally implies risht of first
publication)which means that book rights will be clear for
Faber and, hopefully, Xnopf once Holiday has published. You
might also'be able to arrange for a2 magazine or newspaper sale
in England orwelsewhere following Holiday's publication,

Harry Nickles sends his regards, as do I,
Singerely,

BEmilie

EJ/blk



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collips, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Peter Abrahams:

This is a belated answer to yours of March 23rd, belated
because the Holiday situation remained im, abeyance until
the Editor in Chief Don Schanche returned a few days ago
from a trip to the Orient,

The editors at Holiday were disappointed to learn that

because of financial considerations/you've had to postpone your
African trip indefinitelys ~They are really anxious for your
RETURN TO AFRICA article and have, accordingly, made the
following proposition: Ifyit would enable you to make the trip
earlier, they are wilking to advance you one thousand dollars,
five hundred dollars of which would be considered expenses. The
other five hundred would be against the final price of two
thousand dollars theywill pay for the finished article.

I realize thatuinasmuch as you're well along with the first
draft of a new book you may not now wish to alter your present
schedule ‘even with this additional financial backing. But will
you think it over, please, and let me know at your earliest
possible convenience?

Knopf ran a fine ad for NIGHT OF THEIR OWN in yesterday's New
York Times. I hope it will sell many copiese.

Best wishes,

o

Fmilie {gcobson
Edfevs
P.5. When you come to the final typing of the new book, I hope
you will be able to make two carbons so that I can get an early
start on serial offer with the first carbon which should,
preferably, be on opague paper.



Nl

i

, . Coyaba, Wy
‘ Red H111s PeO, .7 PR
- . 9t. Andrew, . 3
W ‘ A i : Jameice,

4100 mey 18, 1965,

er Epilie Jacébson, i s

Bele tedly axain I like the Holfday pronoaltlon snd will
happily accept i Po s wey bdrevided they egree thet I finish
the book in hand first, . The way it is shaping at present
I should be ‘finelly done with it not leter thgn July (it could
be esrlier but it is sefer to ollow ressonsa lbow roorn)
which would meqn that I could undertakze ,'* in the month
of Avgust 2nd be bsck here to bezin the 4, ing of the piece
‘by September, which would mean that'H ould heve to
,extend thelr September derdline a 1i le B |

, Peter du,Sautoy ny |
2t he contracta for
@ apending moneyi{os
this on: ny Xest trip
‘which crme ( for ther)

In the nbove context I su wrid
editor et Frober in London sugge
2 ‘Pook ‘on the trip ond puts, g8 g
edvence) into the kitty., Eg
there in the enrly fifties
RETURN 9C' 'GOULI, For % % 1 know they will be interested
in & 'revisited book, - 1ike you to mpke sure that ‘
there will be no objgciioMfron Holidey if I use some or nost
rof the meterial of QUINir erticle in w\boo& for Paber, leter.,

I, e restrlc the bodx aspect to Feber ot this strge
beeruse Dast A hich used te be 'White' settler Afziqe,'
heg » specislNgn ont for the british (snd therefore e
British puigl ) which it nay not herve for the Am@rlcﬂn ’
peonle (on fore Knopf). I shell of course let Enopf’ seet
the ms when 8 done but I do not think it would be feir
to exfet an ﬁuvnnca conmituent out of then.

Your ‘comments on esrbons of the' new book duly noted #nd
Enopft hrve ﬁonf me copies of both ads end rev1nu

' Sineerely -

/ /



;. rough ‘ealculstion, To this should be ja

" 'haten 'out.

., wselection of’ photoa nna negatives.

fny : : e LTS '"Coyabe" R
; ’ R - YO Red, HillswP 4 I Y
LA R et St. Andrew. ; iy
Jamaice, : {

March 23, 1965.

AT

t

"Deer Ennlie Jrcobson,

Thenk you for fours of the l6th which still. find% re in
Jemnica, For one thing I ar too far gome on the first draft
of a2, new book to be able to do anything else until I aeve
done ‘this first writing whieh 1 expect 1p.conplete within the
next 4=6 meexs. And which is els¢ the resson. fnr ny iﬁxness
2bout ﬂnbwerlnf letters Just now, | | :

For e second thing when I enquired sbout psssage I found
the coat of meking the trip td Africa much higher than & 1ol
' expected. The cheapest return ticket I ceo t runs 1nto-

. &452 plus or, in doller terms, well in @c of $1,200 by
WFout 3500 for
ould call for
=%2,000, which I

f the fanily

1d heve to be deferred
¥y out this kind of noney,

living end moving sbout. All of of %
en initial cutlsy in the region Of%

wennot at this moment in tire tax
exchequer, So I em afreid the
until such tinme as I cen affop
Pleesse psass this information dﬂ;: arry Nickles end tell |
him I'm aorry both becsu d have liked to do the trip -
‘immedietely 1 finish ny $ piece of writing and becesuse
I would hrve liked to, mee dey's September 1 deadline.

Of course, we may be Wycky Md book snles mey be such as to
chdnge this pictur nn 11 meke it possible for me to meke
the L_ip in = co nths' tine, in which eese I will

a$ill try to, reet r uepdline. "But I'm much too old 8
hend et this b 0 benx on CthKGDB thnt may never,

t

1 Thank
snswer »

your esrlier lntters whlch I dld not

nice things you seid about the book.
PlenseWell Miss Mowat of ‘trensletions that Innes Rose

in London hendles 211 Buropesn trensletion rights; sand Niss

Winston thet Herold Btrsuss et Knopf is the men with » wide!

{

4

Jo 0t P Sincerely

I e
¢ Curtis Brown Ltd. '
L 45Th Medison. Ave, hew York



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 Pl.aza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

March 16, 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esqg.
Coyaba

Red Hill P.OQ,

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear lMr, Abrahams:

Following the recent editorial upheaval the Holiday people
have been sorting out their assignmént st and have confirmed
to me the piece they have assigned"§0 you provisionally entitled
RETURN TO AFRICA. The letter from Harry Nickles goes on to say:
L
513
"de will look for a swéeping yet personalized piece
running to 10,000 #words,%and would like to set the
deadline at Septembey 1¢" Peter's fee will be $2,000 B
this time, ing¢comsideration of the unusual length we are -
calling for. WWe will pay nominal expenses of about
£300 but map ‘BeVweyond that figure it if hampers him
in his work for Moliday. Please advise him to submit what-
ever receiptsthe acquires.  And wish him godspeed from me."

I realize phagsyou may have already left for Africa and, if so, this
will greet you upon your return.

Sincerely,
.‘\‘
Emili acobson

EJ/blk



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

March 1, 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esqe
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

Ste. Andrew,

Jamaica

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

Do you have a photograph of yourself that you could
send me? We would very mueh 1like tc have one for
our office "gallery", with your inscription, I hope
this isn't too much of a bother.,

Many thanks,

Sincerely,

MW /3me

Martha Winston



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 Pl.aza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

February L, 1965

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hill P.O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Peter Abrahams:

I am sorry to say that the Sgturday Evening Post declined

A NIGHT CF THEIR COWN., They say/they have done so much non-
fiction on the subjeci ofarace relations that they prefer
not to deal with thet Particular theme in fiction. I alsos
on the off-chance, tried ¥cCall's since they are wide open.
for fiction at pregent, but it was too complex and political
in orientation for thém. Both magazines commented on the
book's excellenee, which I hope will be some small comfort.

We are now toovclose to Knopf's publication date for me to
continve offering serial rights. I'm praying that the book
will have, the success it deserves. It is one of the most
interesting and impressive novels I've had the pleasure of
reading 1n many a long day.

Yours sincerely,

o 53y

Fmilie /Jacobson

EJ/blk



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

December 29, 196k

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
Coyaba

Red Hill P.O.

Ste Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.T,

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

Just a note to say that I've now got hold of a set of bound
galleys of A NIGHT OF THEIR OWN and have read the book with
immense absorbtion and admiration. I congratulate you on

a very fine job, and if\it doesn't do well as a book I shall
be bitterly disappointed.

he serial markets hereyare few and far between these days,
and we have very \little time in which to work -- I never was
able to pry loose 2 manuscript copy -- but I am showing it to
the Saturday Ffwening Post and we must hope for the best,

With every good wish for a fine New Year,

Sincerely,

7Y)
ﬂ Q}

Casit sl
sl Sfiasbon

[
W,

\/

BJ /olk



. gﬁ—_?’ 1964. T

Coyaba,

Red Hills P.0.
St. Andrew,
Jdamaica,

Desr Miss Winston,

‘ Thenk yoeu for your letter enclosing the copy of the
Enopf eontrzet, I have 2 thing about net matering imte eny
-commitment with 2 publisher for = beook until I hove ot leest
.a first draft in hsnd. The shorter, journalistic pieces ere
en entirely different thing 2gein, se I wo refer it if
yot do not telk the people at Knopf as yet.

Perhaps you will be goed enough Q

1) Tell ¥iss Jacehsen thet I ho start my Africen

. trip sbout Pedbruasry or Mer next yesr sand thet I
sm thinking in terms ef being tk about six to eight
weeks,

2 ’l‘ell ¥iss Sukermmn @ it is now allright to 121911
me = checlk (cheque) for fl 5y she is new holding for -

me k3
&\ ' Yeurs sin oerely
/

Tisg HMorthaN\Ei ton, ; b e \
Curtis Brown IWd., : : ' :
575 HMedison Avenue,

NEW YORZ 10022,



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

October 7, 196L

Peter Abrahams, Esge
Coyaba

Red Hills P.0O.

Ste Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr., Abrahams:
Many thanks for yours of October.2nd. You can be sure I'1l
say nothing to Xnopf about the non-fiction idea until you

tell me to.

Your messages have been passed on to Miss Jacobson and Miss Sukerman.
Have a good trip and keep in touch,

A1l good wishes,

SRR T O

M/ jme

Martha Winston



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

October 29, 196l

Peter Abrahams, Esqe
Coyaba

Red Hills P.0O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

I have had a reouest from D, Van Wostrand Company for permission
to include an excerpt from your article THE BLACKS in a paperback
college textbook, They have asked for world rights and the

book would sell for #1.l:5.

I told them that I would have’ to check with you, but when I
cuoted a fee, provided you aoproved, of $100 their reaction
was one of near outrages After exclamations of "exorbitant"
and "everyone else has granted permission for free" and
"dessimation of ‘knowledge" I explained that this was the rate
of payment you had received before on three occasions and if
anything, it was more than fair,

Well, they cameback with an offer of #25, As everyone knows,
the textbook end of nublishing is by far the most steadily
lucrative and their expectation that an author should work
for them for nothing frankly burns me up, They asked that
I transmit the offer to you, however, and so here it is,

Should you be willing to allow them to use the piece in the
first place, I can only recommend that you authorize me to
accept nothing less than $100 for world rights "ame $60 for
U.S. and Canadian rights. If you feel otherwise, I shall
of course accede to your wishes.

Yours truly,

[ S . -
James McCawley
Permissions TDepartment




‘ ; ‘ Coyaba,

\ | ~ Red "lills P.0.
G- % Ahdrew.
Jamaice,

November 4, 1964

/

Desr Mr McCewley, i : 6 it
“ ‘ ‘ %
e@ setting out

Thenk you for yeur letter of Cct
the pesition in the neget atien wit ven Nestrand Campany
over repre&uctien rights of en exc frem THE BLACKES. e

As fer ns I am cencerned g

the sgency with which. I work VE
whatever that agency recom
compelling ressong tp mok

I think you feel W trongly sbeut this particuler
t

ave confidence in
8bly 26 aleng with - '
less there 1is seme very
¥y this rule.

metter so I sheuld 11 o feel free to do whatever
you. think best, e to tife point of making no sele.

: Iou*e bincer‘ely,

Peter 'fibrﬁhﬂmsr

\

kr, James McCawley, |
Permissiens Depta.,! oty 3
Cartis “rown Ltd. :



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

September 25, 1964

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills, P.O.

St, Andrews

Jamaica, B.W.l.

Due from Alfred A. Knopf Inc. $1500,00
for advance on signature of A NIGHT OF, THETR, OWN.

Less: 10% Commission $150,00
Dramatists Guild dues 418 .00 198.00

Holdingeeeos $1302,00



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

September 22, 196l

Peter Abrahams, Esq,
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew Jamaica
BOW.I.

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

I am enclosing your copy of the contract for A NIGHT OF THEIR
OWN, signed by Knopf. The check for the advance will be going
out to you on Friday the 25th.

Knoof has assured me that they will return your manuscript when
their production department finishes with it, although they
routinely hold on to.manuscripts for a period in case there are
problems with alterations and such,

Sincerely, .
LM =1 ” [{/"\/WQ (&V"‘

VW / Jme

ence

P.S. Emilie Jacobson showed me your letter about your plans to

travel in Africa. The mention of a possible book is intriguing. Is

it too soon to sound out interest at Knopf? If you would write me more

fully about the project I'd be delighted to do so,



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PlLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

September 17, 196l

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.0.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Many thanks for yours of the/llith. I am conveying the
gist of it to Holiday andWwill let you know as soon as

I hear from them about terms. It may take a little while
since Harry Sions is away at present. Meanwhile, have

you any idea aboubtywhen, approximately, you will be making
the trip todfmiea?

Best wishes,

/f)/) \

\ {r(,vw A,J'_ﬁw,{‘@/{& Py
Emilie Jacobson

EJ/olk



Koy gl ; gy AL ' . Cey=bs : ;
e Aok e G R T i e B
I ol TSGR SRR oS v ] A Y | St. Ahdrow,
SRR ) A £ e Jemaicnr,
1% o LEW e ' Septenboer 14}_1964\ .

liiese Emilic Jacebsen,
Curtisz Brewn, Lid.,
575 Maddisen Avenue;
Row ?@rk 10022, A.Y.

< |

| 5
Desr Miaa T«c@baen,
I'n serry abeut the dalqv in an&sering your letter wf

! Aﬁgu&« 18. Hareld Sivouss wanted ¢ litile nerg wWerk en the
#i) emanouseript end T Lyagh thet sheuld he get il of the way

firlt. !

& (A Y@n, T shadd bm delighted £s de @’ of hrosd

o e ”R@turn $e Bfrice"™ pisce Harry Siens 0 I taink l have
8 pretty geed ddee ef precisely whae nts.

W

e I deubt wiether the Beutn i will let e in. The
N last wlme I went they mode 11 4g ear 'that I would pat Dbe
i Welcome Bexh tise; dbut if : in I certeinly will,
i R ffhat I intend de da‘ia to gy P70 ny beaze for e & feur te
st ' wix weel rip threugh' § i W, Ugsnde, Falawi (N“*'Q»nnd)

Nert“%:n Rhedesip.
( bna such@rn Hhod@af

eries, 2% ”ell 6 - urta Afries
nee- #il knewn ns ’ﬁhlt? Africa',
. , it Teas iike ;w YiThi te Africe'. X
CwEnh to see winel 1IN\ i new, waet, $ne end oY wnité rule
[ and wai e J\mjn{; N\ -»“\u tﬂ the Jﬂl na (Sest 4na19nb),
L Blhe Myicens, 85, the wowen, the cujldrﬂn, whe, Leaders
~ ond the 2¢0p treet level., I shall of coeurse waut fo
' v;¢iﬁ Jtﬂ* find ou¢ how real all Uh< thlr ebeut Pen-
and. I, shall weut e telk te wmeny ef the
; ¢cpi¢y i “iﬂl¢ be looking %e zee wihat the
r ' cdm.h,s h'Je reont for 1ae unipublicised, unknewn Africen
“in . the buan. For Helidey I thigk I bh@uld vrite r pigce of
AL .« etrsdight trevel anu'r@dxﬂomxv$” with 2g 1ittle pelitics os
: peissible, Thare will ef course ke the inevitable hodk A't&r.
v i X sheuld, dike te fnew wlicd forry will pey since 1 wust
' try to trrenge -in sdvence to 8t less¥ iry snd cever tn cost
of the Trip by inking en # nunber 'of sasipmuentsi necsenary
for this parpoxe, . ; ' X

i &

R Yours sincerely



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

September 3, 196l

Peter Abrahams, Esqe
Coyaba

. Red Hills P.0.

Ste Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

With great pleasure I am sending you herewith the Knopf
contract for A NIGHT OF THEIR ‘OWNy Would you be good enough
to sign and have the copyWitnessed and return it to me, at
which time I shall have a copyssigned by Knopf sent to you
together with a check) for the advance.

It would be helpful\tee\if you would fill out the enclosed
author's questionnaire and return it to me at the same time,

Sincerely,

s ;
it Ve s b
Vi, ﬁ,zﬁ‘tﬂ 7 P R R TR g Tt

M/ §me C&’Jv |

eNC,e

Martha Winston



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

August 18, 196L

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
Coyaba
Red Hills P.O ®
te Andrew
Jamaica, B.W.T.

Dear Mr., Abrahams:

I was delighted to learn, upon my ret®¥n from vacation,

that a letter had come from you Im my absence and that,
subseguently, Martha Winston fhas\yseld your novel to Knopf,

I have arranged with them 0 let/me borrow a copy to see
what the serial possihilidies may be, but it will be several
weeks before they will have)one avallable, I'll report to
you in due course on thatW%score,

Meanwhile, Hargy Siomsfof Holiday has asked whether you would
like to write) aNsweeping "Return-to-Africa" article with your
impressiong,of\Afdica today contrasted to the Africa you re-
member, . Spacésnlinitations would necessitate your confining it
to two der“thtee specific places, certainly South Africa if
posgible@and Ghana, or others of your choosing, all woven into
one Jjeurney. The oubside limit of length for the article would
be appref€imately ten thousand words,

Harry savs he does not need any

v personality portraits at this
time, though perhaps he may late ;

b
T on.

Will you let me know, please, how you feel about the assigmment
he suggests?

Sincerely,

iy ) 3 s
G gl B ’;/,‘»:,c,»wﬁ‘/-n:r{"—w/
i P4 1/ P 5‘:;,(,;

Fmilie Jacobson

77 /mlb



Curtis Brown, L.td. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

August 1k, 1964

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

I 2m most grateful for the codia®er your letters to Harold
Strauss., He has had an extrs pigtofopy made of the manuserint
and in a few wesks will lgnd ifTNtS “milie Jacobson for
magazine offer.

Thank you too for the jnfo“ﬁﬁ*inw about the Canadian market.
t
c

am zoing ahead witRNGhA cohtrac
12274 and 15% is 4he\eoMvalent
charges. The PRgsohd cvqle is
55000 coniesqrath®r than after 6,000 in vour earlier contracts,

. Anbua17v 10% of fhe retail,
£ 1738, 21% and 25% of publishers

in *hﬂo it rises after

M./ 3me

Martha Winston



Ceyaba,
Red Hills P.O,

St, Andrew,
Jemaice,
ré August 6, 1964

Miss NMortha Winsten,

Curtis Brewn Ltd.,

575 Madisen Avenue,

New York.

Deer Miss Winsten, : 7~

When I received ysur nete »f July 3 Sgtjﬁng out tho
prepesed centract terms, I lesked up $hef 5 of the contract
under which EKnepf hed published my three® ious beeks, These
were cevered by an sgreement dated t"qiﬂi ¢f June 1953, The
basic terms ef that centract were g ty of 174% of the
publishers charges te its cugtomgﬁn 3, copies up te and inecluding -
6,000; twenty-ene percent (21%)qg itienal cepies up te and
g

including 10,000 cepies; =and twe ~-five percent (25%) there-
efter. Now, it may well hphﬁ‘,f' e terms prepesed in yeur
neiare exactly the same, oy eyon betler: the truth is that I
de net knew end it is £o 2p "and guidaﬂed“fﬁht I leok te my
sgent., Se will yeu 5ina&ﬂb ¢dl me whether the present prepesed
terms are as geod, ei%f or werse thsn the terms of ny
previeus cemtract ‘iﬁf Knopf. If yeu want te leek ot thet

centrect I am s d Strauss weuld let you, I think I
would be in a tter pesitien te maoke a decisien after

getting yaur and advice. S; ! 2

than% }efinitely publishing in Br ain end all I can

say about is thet Innes Rese has a/letter on his files
deted Septembe®r 6, 1955, frem the Sydney Ii terary
Agency, in which it seens to have been agreed between Fober

and Knepf that Canads sheuld sfend as sn epen market. Fer myself
I am quite prepered te let the two publishers werk eut whgt

is mutually satffactcry. , ~

Yours sincerely,

Peter Abrashams



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

July 31, 1964

Peter Abrahams, Esq,
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

Ste Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

Ttve discussed contract terms with Harold Strauss and the offer
is $1500 on signature of contract on account of 10% of the
retail (list) price on the first 5,000 copies; 123% on the next
5,000 and 15% thereafter. If this is acceptable please let me
know and I'1ll go ahead with the contract. Would you also please
tell me if Faber has taken the book and if they have Canada,

or can it be included in the Knopf contract?

Sincerely,

Md/ jme
dictated, but not signed.

Martha Winston



Ceyaba

Red Hills P.0O.
St. Andrew
Jamaiva

o, .l July 3@, 1964.

Desr Miss Winsten, : ’ ; 6
e ael,
Herewith cepies of the letters ‘Q\l Horeld Streuss,

which sheuld put yeu inte the pictur 1 that has passed

between us this far, @
A Frem ene ef these ysu will se is/2 bit of @
preblem abeut yeur request rben of the manuscript.

If yeu feel this is very im it I will have & cepy
espocially made for yo

|
\ ’

Yours aincercly

N



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

July 23, 196l

Peter Abrahams, Esq,
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

Ste Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

Further to my note of yesterday, I talked to Harold Strauss
this morning and know of his suggestions for changes. He is
sending the manuscript to me and I'm looking forward to reading
it with pleasure after listening to Mr, Strauss's enthusiastic
comments., I am sure they want to do the book but may I

suggest that you send me carbons of your Iletters to him = =
they would be most helpful in my contract negotiations,

Sincerely,

} .
tht,{.ﬁ&q A 14{, s m Y &\“‘\

Mi/3jme

PsSe T am sure Emilie Jacobson will want a carbon of the novel
to consider for magazine possibilities,

Martha Winston



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

July 22, 196L

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills, P.O.

Ste Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

As Edithvzagnilykﬁ ?aﬁ;written youglI'lls/be most hapoy to work with
you on THE PASSING NIGHT, Tt would be enormously helpful if

I covld read the novel and if yew have a carbon T would much
appreciate hawing it. T have ‘beéff in touch with Harold Strauss

and hope to have a word fow, you Before too longe.

Sincerely,

lqﬂ el Dtvstn i&fk&&$‘¢*VN

M/ jme

Martha Winston



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 10022 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

July 17, 196k

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P, O,

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B. W. I,

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

Mrs. Haggard retired from the agency business over a year
ago, but she is in New York and I have read her your letter
over the phone., She was delighted to hear from you after
such a long silence amd has asked me to send you her very
best wishes. She, incidentally, is the same as ever, if

not prettier. She has an informal scouting job with Double=-
day, but it involves no office work and she's blooming in
her new-found leisure., Her address, should you wish to write
her a note, is 212 Bast I8th Street, New York City 17.

Emilie Jacobson, who has replaced Mrs, Haggard as manager
of our magazine department and would ordinarily be handling
your work,. is on vacation so T am taking care of the matters
mentioned in your letter.

I read Harry Sions the pertinent parts of your letter. He,
too, was delighted to hear from you and he deeply appreciates
your kind words about Ted Patrick. He is looking into the
African assignments and I'll let you know what he says.

HMartha Winston of our book department will handle THIS PASSTNG
NIGHT and you will be hearing from her about it. r

Yours sincerely,
Gl Y Syt
Rdith Van Slyck

EVS /mlb



H O L I D A Y A Curtis Publication e Independence Square, Philadelphia 6 Penna.

HARRY 810N8, Editorial Director

May 1, 1963

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica

Dear Peter:

I'm enclosing lists of restaurants for your friends,
Mr. and Mrs. Potorowoskis I hope they find them
useful,

I'm delighted that you're working on a novel again,
and look forward most eagerly to reading ite.

It would be wonderful if you would come to visit us
in Philadelphias Let me know when you expect to be
this waye

Yours,

HS/ge



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills, P.O.

St. Andrews

Jamaica, B.W.I,

Due from Jacob Drachler
for anthology use of excerpt THE ‘BLACKS
to appear in African Heritage Reader.

Less: 104 Commission

By check herewith.esss

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

$100,00

_ 10,00

$90,00



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

ATR MATL March 20, 1963

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

Ste Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

I'm enclosing a copy of oum, February 12th letter in case it
never reached you. T do hope,you'll let us hear from vou
about this as soon as‘possible.

Sincerely, ,,
B P w7y
¢ (37' /;)/:/‘"’« v
i T

Marlene Schwartz
Permissiong Department

\//

Magazines: Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Miss Emilie Jacobson Books: Perry H. Knowlton, Miss Martha Winston



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Perry H. Knowlton, Vice President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

February 12, 1963

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P,O.

St. Andrew
Jamaica, B.W.T.

Dear Mr, Abrahams,

Langston Hughes has been cormissioned to do an anthology
for Indiana University Press called POEMS FROM BLACK AFRICA,
and he has asked that we appeal. to you so that he can in-
clude your "Me, Colored; Lonely Road"™ in it. Mr. Hughes!
permissions deadline is fairly pressing, so I'd like to

ask for as quick a decision from you as possible,

If your reply is positive, would you be good enough to
send on the source of this poem and the copyrizht line
as I have not been able to locate in our files any in-
formation about it which would enlighten me? Thank you
very much.

Sincerely,

Carl E. Stepney
Permissions Department

/ces

P1S, Mr. Hughes is offering a fee of $20,00.



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

December 17, 1962

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyoba

Red Hills P, O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica

B.W.I.

Dear Peter Abrahams:

Many thanks for yours of December 12th. Of course,
I understand your wishes,and your decision to say
no to Charles Sachs! offer is wise in view of the
fact that you appear anxious to get on with another
novel. We'll look forward to that book,

I am passing your decision on to Charles Sachs
through his agents.

Have a wonderful holid&y season.

e

Yours sincerely, ¢

'i\:} (ﬁvf\Jf\Lg%;&/\~r )

Warren Bayless

WB/31
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Feter Abrshams Coyabs Hed Hills
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¥,0. 8t. Andrews,

3. COUNTRY

Jamaice, B.W.I.

4. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PAYER SHOULD BE ENTERED HERE IF DIF- | 5. NATURE OF INCOME (SUCH | 6. GROSS AMOUNT OF | 7. RATE | 8. AMOUNT OF TAX WITHHELD
FERENT FROM WITHHOLDING AGENT'S AS INTEREST, DIVIDENDS, INCOME PAID OF TAX
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New York 22, N.Y,
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U.S. INCOME TAX FILING REQUIREMENTS

Every nonresident alien individual, nonresident alien fiduciary
and nonresident foreign corporation must file a United States income
tax return unless the tax on his entire income from sources within
the United States has been fully satisfied by withholding at the

source. Return forms and instructions may be obtained at any
United States Embassy or Consulate or you may write for infor-
mation to the Director of International Operations, Internal Rev-
enue Service, Washington 25, D.C.,, U.S.A.

Toute personne étrangére nonrésidente, tout dépositaire ou
fiduciaire étranger nonrésident, et toute société anonyme étrangére
nonrésidente des Etats-Unis d’Amérique doit déposer une déclara-
tion d’impdt sur les revenus aux Etats-Unis si I'impot sur les revenus
entiers recus de sources aux Etats-Unis n'a pas été entiérement

percu, par.“voie de retenue a la source. Des déclarations
d’'imp6t. sur les revenus et les renseignements peuvent étre obtenus
a Ambassade ou aux Consulats des Etats-Unis d’ Amérique, ou vous
pouvez écrire pour renseignements au Director of International Op-
erations, Internal Revenue Service, Washington 25, D.C., U.S.A.

Todo individuo extranjero no residente, todo fiduciario extranjero
no residente y toda corporacién extranjera no residente tienen que
radicar una declaracion (U.S.A.) de contribucién sobre ingresos a
menos que la contribucién sobre sus ingresos totales de procedencias
dentro de los Estados Unidos fuere totalmente satisfecha completa-

mente mediante retencién en su origen. Las formas de declaracion
y las instrucciones pueden obtenerse en cualquier Embajada o Con-
sulado de los Estados Unidos, o la informacién necesaria puede
obtenerse del Director of International Operations, Internal Revenue
Service, Washington 25, D.C., U.S.A.

Alle nicht am Platze wohnende auslaendische Einzelpersonen,
Treuhaender und Aktiengesellschaften muessen Einkommensteuer-
Erklaerungen fuer die Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika abgeben, es
sei denn, dass die Steuer auf das gesamte aus Quellen innerhalb der
Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika bezogene Einkommen in voller
Hoehe an der Quelle einbehalten wurde. Die Formulare fuer

Einkommensteuer-Erklaerungen sowie Vorschriften koennen von
jeder beliebigen Botschaft oder Konsulat der Vereinigten Staaten
von Amerika bezogen werden oder es kann schriftlich beim:
Director of International Operations, Internal Revenue Service,
Washington 25, D.C,, U.S.A., um Auskunft gebeten werden.



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

December 12, 1962

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
Coyoba

Red Hills P, O,

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.I,

Dear Peter Abrahams:

Will you please give me yourianswer to my letter of
November 8th concerning thewscreenwriting request
from Charles Sachs re THEVAFRICAN by William Conton,
The producer is prodding we for an answer through
his agents,

T will be eageritoyhave some word that the material
arrived and that\yomw have reached a decision.

I
Sincerely, ig;ﬁ)d

K ( }ufui Q_;N

warren Bayless

WB/3j1



. 6th November, 1962,

Mr. Carl E, Stepney,
Permissions Depertment,
Curtis Brown Ltd.,

575 Madison Avenue,
New York 22,

U.5,.A.

Deer lr, Stepney,
Sorry about the dﬂlqy in enswering

your letter of the+26th Oc¢tober, I
em inclined not to grant permission for

."The BlackB" to bhe reproduced by Miss

Rhode de Terra, It is not the price
thet bothersime, but rather the fact
that this shing has been reproduced =
number of tinies alresdy and I myself
have cefrtain idess about using it a
little later, For this resson I want
to svold over exposing it,

Best regards.

Yours sincerely,

PA/ul, Peter Abrahems,



E Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

October 26, 1962

Mr. Peber Abrahams ' .
Coyaba ‘ &
Red Hills Ps O, ‘

St. Andrew

Jamaica, BeWele

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

Miss Rhoda de Terra for Hem'v . Walck, Fhck 4€ putting
together a projected book A,‘."RTIJA ADVENIIRES) TV EYE~WIT-
NESS HISTORY, This anthology, when mgal¥ged, will com~
prise the works of some fifty authe®g,Vend it is Miss de
Terra's hope that you will grentypegfmission to her to
include your THE BLACKS in it.

She thinks this piece is vewv ggoa"thwhlle, and hopes that
her being able to pay as bops a fee.of $20,00 will not
be the weighing factor e, cofagainst her. T had asked
for much more, buty Ske says she simply cannot pay it,
and therefor this let¥er to you. Should I accept or de-
cline on your bepakf? Please let me know,

TELL FREEDOM Was # provocative experience for me, and
whenever T see "nnetrv with dirt on its face" I mentally
go back to you. Tt was a pleasure meetinge yvou last vear,

Singgar.gly,

Carl E, Stepney Ve
Permissions Department ¢/

/ces
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Mr, Werren D, Bayless,
Messrs Curtis Brown Ltd,
575 Madison Avenue,

New York 22,

New York.

Dear lir., Bayless,

LN

Thenk yow for your letter
of Februery 23rd,d962, I am quite
heppy to go =long with your strong
recommendation to change Clsuse 10
of the Agreement with “rench if you
think thet\is the best thing to do,
80 please go ashemad and arrange it,

Yours sincerely,

9 - ] .
Peter/QLrahama
PA/mph



2 Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

February 23, 1962

Peter Abrahams, Esqe :

Coyoba : cy s A ; |
Red Hills P. O. '

St. Andrew,

Jamaica,

B. W. I.

Dear Peter Abrahams: :
N il

Under the agreement dated %Zé;;mber 27, 1961 between you
and William Branch for the ‘collaboration of your novel

A WREATH FOR UDOMO, which was subsequently presented last
November in London, Clause Ten states that all compensa-
tion due you and Branch (as authors) on the'sale of sub=
sidiary rights (stock, amateur publication and performance
royalty, etc.) shall be equally shared providing the play
runs twenty-one performances., As the play ran only about
four performances this share is.to.be 75% to you and 25%
to Branch,

William Branch's agent at MCA ealled me yesterday ts tell

me that he has a slim nibblefon amateur publication rights

and also there is a pogsibility he can come up with a

German stage offer of A WREATH FOR UDCMO, but he also

told me that William Branch, whose permission is necessary,

does not feel it.worthwhile considering that his share is

so little. Frankly, I don't either, as these subsidiary ¥
rights seldom amount to a great deal of money. However, I =~ =
told the agent I would ask if you would be willing to

forgo this Clause Ten as it now stands and agree to a 50/50

split right down the line on all future productions, pub~-
lication, and perhaps even the motion picture royalties
(providing, of course, the latter can be accomplished).

I strongly recommend that you give this careful considera-
tion and that we accept the offer. The MCA agent has
excellent contacts and can perhaps be in a position to

aid and abet all of our activities in placing this play
elsewhere, If you will agree to this change we will send
along a letter for your signature which we can attach to
the Basic Agreement,and activities to bring you some

income can then be initiated. I do hope you will agree
to this 50/50 split.

Yours, . N

&;}(ELpKTIEEL/\\,S\‘, o é:;;%g
%arren D, Bayless

WDB/j1 . "
Magazines: Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Miss Emilie Jacobson Books: Perry H. Knowlton, Miss Martha Winstoxf



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

October 19, 1961

Peter Abrahams, Esq,
Coyaba
Red "ills P.O.
St. Andrew,
Jamaica,
British West Indies
Dear Mr, Abrahamsz

Mrs, Haggard is out of the office on a combined
business and vacation trip to Londony; and I will be at her
desk until her return in November,

By now you will have received Harry Sions!
letter, so this is just to confirm that, although they
would like a few revisions in your piece about the Ghana

“mbassy, they are putting through payment immediately,

Sincerely,

/it
(i

Emilie/Jacobson

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines  Perry H. Knowlton, Books  Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



—
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 Plaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

September 28, 1961.

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
Coyoba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew.

Dear ' Peter:

I hasten to get the attached contraet with amendment

off to you. I do hope that you will sign it and return
it to me by air mail. - At long last Chambers has gotten
up the money for a production at the Lyric Hammersmith in
London . Bill Branch and.TI have kept the terms as tough
as we could, and I of course am so anxious that the play
get a hearing, which now it wil! starting October 29th at
the Lyric Hammersmith.  All the advances to date you keep
which pleases me, .but of course there are no advances for
this British production. While you are signing this copy
Bill Chambers @s signing his, and we will finally co-ordin-
ate all copies, but there is a kind of desperate urgency
because Branch.is already in Iondon, he went last night,
and the scenic designer zoes to London on Monday, and I
guess you can see our predicament.

T of course will keep you up to date on it all. T am
so pleased that due to your wonderful help and verserver-
ance through all this we will finally see this on the stage.

Please be sure and initial the amendatory letter dated
September 27 as well as sign the last page of the basic
contract.

Cordially,
£

< \M

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



H O L I D A I A Curtis Publication  Independence Square, Philadelphia 5, Penna.

HARRY SIONS, Editorial Director September 13’ 1961

Mr. Peter Abrahams

Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Peter:

I wrote you last week reminding you about

your story for our Washington Issue. Naturally,
you didn't answer. But we are very anxious to
illustrate it and to see what it's like. Do
you think there's a chance we might get it very,
very soon.

Sincerely,

%g
HS:sdd ¢ -



oS

13th September,1961

Miss Marlene Schwaritz
Permissions Departmen%,
Curtis Brown Ltd.,

575 Madison Avenue,

New York 22,

U.Sﬁﬁu‘

Dear Miss Schwartz,

Thank you for your letter of
September & concerning a 4000 word
quote from THE, K BLACKS, As fer as
I am concerned you cen go ahead snd
give permission and perhaps you will
let me ¥now who the people are who
are doimg/this anthology.

Yours sincerely,

N

PA/ul, Peter Abrshems,

-
.



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 Plaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

ATR MAIL September 8, 1961

Peter Abrahams, Esqg.
Coyaba, Red Hill P,O.
St. Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

We have received a request for permigsiem to quote about L00O
words of THE BLACKS in an anthology off African life and literature,
They have agreed to a fee of §75sQ0)which I hope is satisfactory.

They would like, however, to chang€ the title to MODERN LEADERS
AND TRIBAL MASSES, and T wanted %o know if this has your
approval. There would be, of scourse, acknowledgement of the
original title.

I look forward to heaming from you.

Sincerely,

arlene Schwa

Permissi epartment

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



8th May, 1961.

Mrs., Claire S, Degener, f
Curtis Brown Ltd.,

575 M=adison Avenue,

New York 22,

UsSels

Deer Cindy,

As far as I am concérmed Mr.
Chembers is definitely entitled to
such extension as helneeds to raise
the money. So'please go shead with
the extension with ell my blessings
and good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

Fiy |

PA/us. Peter Abrahems.



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PlLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

May 1, 1961.

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyoba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrews,
Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Peter:

Bill Chambers has run into a bit of troublesraising the
full capitilisation for A WREATH FOR UDOMO, Branch's
agent and I ar:= very hopeful that bv. @ctober 15, 1961,
Chambers will be able to raise the full capitilisation.
I do hope that you will permit-me,to process an exten-
sion for lr. Chambers which both VMr., Branch and I think
is fair to Mr. Chambers in view of the tremendous ef-
fort he has made in tryime to get this play on. of
course you will be paid #187.50 on the 15th of each
month as has been the.case for the past year.

I would never permit.an extension of this nature in the
theatre as it,was, constituted 10 years ago. However,
today theqraising of money for a straight play is fan-
tastically difficult and I do think Chambers deserves
another 5 months, that is until October 15, 1961. May
I have your views on this so that I can talk to the
Dramatists! Guild and Bill B¥fanch.

Cordially,

i b
e 5

Mg\ Claire S. ener.

CSD/dr

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 Plaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

April 1L, 1961

Peter Abrahams, Esq,
Coyaba
Red Hill P.O.
St. Andrew,
Jamaica,
British West Ifdies
Dear Mr., Abrahams:
Harry Sions has not receiwed the letter you
told him you had written, and I #hink it would be wise
to send him a copy as quickly as possibles
He told me that you said on the telephone that
you would be glad to do arpiece on the Ghana Embassy later

on. The price would,be one thousand dollars plus expenses,

T.should be so grateful if you would confirm this

to me.
With all good wishes.
Yours very sinceraly,
AR
— S
At //4%17/0////
Ef:rm &
am

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



April b, 1961

Mr, William Chambers
Suite 3B

Lo vest 55th Street
Hew York 12, #lew York

Dear Mre. Chamberss
Res _A WREATH TOR UDOMO

This will serve ag a reminder that a further
payment of £167.67 is due Peter Abrshams under your
contract with him for the above-captioned play, dated
my’lﬁ,l%ﬂ.

We would appreciate it if you would send us
a check, made payable to The Authors League of Ameriea,
Ine,, for Mr, Abrahams'! account, so that it reaches us
on April 15th, the day the payment is due,

Sincerely,

David %, LeVine
DELeV/eap For THE DRAMATISTS GUILD

> 5
ce: Peter Abrahans
Curtis Browm, Ltd,



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

March 13, 1961

Peter Abrahams, Esq,

Coyaba

Red Hills,P,O.

St. Andrew,Jamaica, B.W,I.

Dear Mr., Abrshams:

Harry Sions is most eager for word from you, and asked
me to add my own plea to his dated March 9th that vou
write and tell how you are progressing,

I hope your silence does not mean you'are sick,

All good wishes,

Yours very sincerely,

~N
iﬁkf/éﬁyﬁ% kil

ETsrm
am

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PlLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

March 10, 1961

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills, P.O.

St. Andrews

Jamaica, B.W.I,

Due from Alfred A. Knopf $85.77
for royalties to October 31, 1960.

Less: 15% Commission 12,07
By check herewithe.... $72.90

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



THE CURTIS PUBLISHING COMPANY

% INDEPENDENCE SQUARE
PHILADELPHIA5,PA.,U.8. A.

THE SATURDAY EVENING POST

LADIES' HOME JOURNAL
JACK and JILL

HOLIDAY

CaLvin A. NicHoLs
COMPTROLLER

March 7, 19x 61

Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P.0O. St. Andrew
Jamaica, Be We T
Dear Sir:

We enclose herewith Form 10428 which is a duplicate
of the statement of 1960 royalty income pald as reported
to the U. S. Treasury Department by this Ccmpany.

Very truly yours, )
lﬁ[

A0 e

CAN:JSM: g Comptroller
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~~  Peter Aprahams
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(COPY FOR PAYEE)
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

February 20, 1961.

Mr, Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hill P.O.

Ste Andrew
Jamaica, B.W.L.

Dear Peter:

T wanted to tell you that we are=all hard at work

on getting up the production oft A/WREATH FOR UDOMO.

T enclose herewith a thermofax ofwthe Herald Tribune
story this week. Abouty half the money has been rai-
sed and the script is certainly 100% better. T am
really so anxious t@ get 4t on and we are all strug-
gling with all our might,yso I shall keep you in

touch.
Cordially,
X
L5
Claire S
CSD.dr
Enc.,

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Saturday Review

25 West 45th Street
New York 36, N. Y.

February 10, 1961

Dear Mr., Abrahams:

Miss Girson has asked me to theank you for
your review of "The Goddam White Men," which
we hope to publish in an early issuwe of SRe

We are grateful to you for accepting the
assignmente

Sincerely,
Roberte Silmen
Book Review Department

lMre Peter Abrahems
Coyaba Red Hills P.Qe
Ste. Andrews, Jamaica
West Imdies
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o L I D A Y A Curtis Publication -\ﬁuiencndence Square, Philadelphia 5, Penna.

EDITORIAL OFFICES

November 14, 1960

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.
St. Andrew
Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Thie clipping from the New York Times should
have been attached to the covy of your Puerto
Rico article which was airmailed to you on
November 10,

Sincerely,

A

< A7

1. 7l gt
,V,;‘[; ;{u*{,é/ //L" v

Ruth Graves



i NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1960.

VATIGAN WILL GET
PROTEST BY NUNOZ

Juerto Rico Governor Will
Appeal Letter of Bishops
After Election Day

SAN JUAN, P. R., Oect. 22
{AP)—Gov. Luis Mufoz Marin
:aid today he would protest to
che Vatican immediately after
-he election Nov. 8 over a pas-
toral letter by three Roman
Zatholic bishops here. The letter
‘orbade church members from
voting for the Governor’s Popu-
‘ar Democratic party.

“I do not wish to involve the|j
Vatican in Puerto Rico’s politi-
‘|cal campaign,” Governor Mufioz
TMarin said in a statement in ex-
Iplaining why he would wait un-
‘Itil after the election. He is a
‘fecommunicant of the Catholic
1church.

The Governor declared in a
statement approved by his
party’s central committee fol-
lowing at seven-and-a-half-hour
meeting at Ponce:

“This grave problem for re-
ligion and democracy in Puerto
Rico and the TUnited States
arising from the evident errors
lof the three Bishops will be
made known to the Vatican,

“T feel sure that thousands of
prominent Catholics in Puerto
Rico and the United States will
address similar statements to
the Vatican.” a

Attacks 2 Laws

The pastoral letter was signed
oy Archbishop James P. Davis
»f San Juan, Bishop James E.
VicManus of Ponce and Bishop
auis Aponte Martinez, titular
3ishop of Lares.

It attacked two laws passed
v the ruling Popular Demo-

c*ts that permit the teaching

irth control and allow ster-
ilization to deal with the island’s
overpopulation probelm. It also
protested the defeat of a bill tol
give school children time off for|
religious instruction.

The office of Archbishop Da-
vis said the letter would be read
in all the Catholic churches to-
morrow in Puerto Rico, which
is predominantly Catholic. The
Archbishop himself is not avail-
able for comment.

The Governor said ‘‘the simple
and basic principle involved in
all this is that no Puerto Rican
should obey political orders,
even by the clergy.”

“The function of the clergy,
the prelates, priests and Bishops
in our life as people is not to
give coercive « political orders,
but to render religious services
and guidance to their parish-
ioners,” the Governor declared.

As a United States common-
wealth, Puerto Rico elects its
Governor and Legisature but
does not vote for thel President
of the United States.

No Vatican Comment
Special to The New York Times.

ROME, Oct. 22—The Vatlcan‘
declared itself unaware today
that Puerto Rican Bishops had
issued a pastoral letter forbid-
ding Catholics to vote for the
party of Governor Muioz
Marin. No comment was conse-;
quently forthcoming nor would
anyone hazard an opinion on
the reason for the Bishops’
action.

It was pointed out that giv-
ing guidance to the faithful at
election time forms part of the
autonomous rights and duties
of the episcopate, which is in
touch ‘with local situations to
a degree that the Vatican could
never hope to be. Such matters
are therefore never referred to

Rome but decided locally. by
Bishops acting jointly.

In San .Juan, Archbishop
Davis said that the church
would not penalize Roman Cath-
olics who disregarded the pas-
toral letter.

“It is a matter between a
Catholic and his cenncience,”
the Archbishop commented.

A Catholic ecclesiastical au-
thority in Boston explained that
this interpretation was com-
pletely in keeping with Canon
Law. The Puerto Rican Bishops,
he pointed out, were saying that
their pastoral letter was a di-
rective, but that no penalty was
attached for ignoring it after
giving it due consideration.

Ecclesiastical penalties are
very rare, he pointed out. In
the case of those who vote spe-
cifically for a Communist, he
said, there is a penalty—excom-
munication—imposed by papal
directive.

But where no direct penalty
is attached to a pastoral direc-
tive, no sin is involved in dis-
regarding the directive as 2
matter of individual conscience,
he said.

Therefore, after consideraing
the pastoral letter carefully, 2
!Catholic could choose to disre-
gard it and vote for Governo:
Munfioz Marin’s party if he
thought best.

In that case, since no sin
would be involved, he said, such
a Catholic would not have to
report his action in the confes-
sional, and so, no penalty would
be involved and no penance re
quired, he added.

Britons Open Sea Water Plant
SAINT PETER PORT, Chan-
nel Islands, England, Oct. 22
(Reuters)—A sea water distil-
lation plant to provide 500,000
gallons of fresh water daily was
opened here today by Home
Secretary R. A, Butler
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EDITORIAL OFFICES

November 10, 1960

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hille P.O.

St. Andrew
Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Here is a copy of your Puerto Rico article, with the
copy checkers' queries and some requests from our
editors for additional materiasl. Ir order to save
time, we are sending you a carbon copy instead of
waiting for galley proofs.

We'd be grateful if you would check the queries and
return the copy to ws by airmail as soon as possible —-
20 that it reaches us before the 23d of November.

Many thanks for your help.

Sincerely

i o
Z’ ) LA gtz
.3 1/, 0¢ L~
LA

Buth Graves



HEINZ F. NIXDORF 21125 THOROFARE GROSSE ILE, MICHIGAN

pro tempore: 1129 Calle Seaview
Condado-San Juan, PR

_Zkgw? Messrs. Abrahams and Hollyman:
On Page 23 of February Holiday it says:

Where in the wide, wide world
can you beat a Florida vacation?

Boy would I bet tempted to counter-ad this assanine question with:

in POOERTO RRICO !

Your storey fixes their wagon. Magnificient work by both of you ¢
And your entire temm! Remember that Saturday night Dinner at la
Paguera by candlelight and the German efficien;ghof the manager?

Even though I sadly-.migged Ja Paguera and mor &, he San German visit
at the John Hines — that start of “the story touwhes

me closely being married to an English-American, wife. Of course I'd
like to give you an argument that you could not find any color-
consciousnesseve among the dark-skinned Puerto Ricans! I pulled
one out of the water right opposite of that wonderful shot of Tom
Hollymans of La Concha ( I live only 1Q00" feet down the shore -
opposite the Atlantic Beach Hotel )J\and@’boy was he and many others
color conscious and keep out ofyfheysun at all costSe.s..

However, your successful evolutiongof the Operation Serenity definition
is superb , Mr. Abrahams - "we read it yesterday while sailing over

to the Palominos i&land,( shown’ in the back ground) from Las Croabas
with Eduardo Suarez ol@ Sailboat ( remember the full page in Life

last May with the Samah\Lawrence kids?). We all let out howls of

of joy and apprimtion im\between rums-con-agaus and lechon and

langusta sandwiches%

Do come back M. Abrahams - and cover the other end of the island -
still more supriges installed for you.

And Tom Hollyman - let me know when again come to our shores -
I believe I have 3 vistas which might be tempting even to your
discriminating camera.csss.

The waves a frente de La Concha were 9 foot high at points - today -
bwe feel worn out , but could still magage to imitate that puckish
proud smile of Jaqueline Mercedes , because you did so well by use.

Thank you, thank you, thank you




30 Rockefeller Plaza
] New York 20, N.Y.

Room 5125

April 6, 1960

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Enclosed is a fact sheet on the Dorado Beach
project which we thought you might like to have<at hand.
Qur friends at HOLIDAY told us you were working on an
article about Puerto Rico. I hope you will let us know
if we can be of assistance.

If you have not been there as yet, do try to
save time to see Dorado the next time you are on the
island. I would very much like to have our people there
show you what has been done as well as tell you of some
of our thoughts for the future.

erely,

)

Q)

Robert L. Hoke

Mr. Peter Abrahams
Coyaba

Red Hills Post Office
St. Andrew

Jamaica, B. W. I.
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With the compliments of

Curtis Brown, Ltd.. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22
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Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines

Curtis Brown, Ltd.

)

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills, P. O,
Ste Andrews

Jamaica, Be We I

Due from Crown Publishers
Anthology use in AN AFRICAN TREASUR

Less: 10% Commission

By check herewith

Perry H. Knowlton, Books

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

October 21, 1960

$50.00

5400
$L5 .00

Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

September 2, 1960

Feter Abrahams, Esq,
Coyaba

Red Hills, P. O,

St. Andrews

Jamaica, B, W, I,

Due from Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. $30.37
Royalties to April 30, 1960

Less: 15% Commission L .56
Merchandise 7,11 11,67
By check herewith : $18,70

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Ma'gazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



/ HOME ADDRESS: "Coyaba"
/ August 29, 1960,

My, Williem H, Chembers
137 East 66 Street

New York City 21

Q. Se As

Desxr Mr, Chambers:

Thenk you very much indeed for your .
letter of August 9th and the two clippings. I am sorry
that our meeting has to be by correspondence but I am
sure that it is only a matter of. %time-before we meet
face to face and I look forwerd“to that day. It was
very nice of you to sketch in your personal background
for me though Cindy Degener hag spoken so well for you

thet it was not really necéssary,

I am happy to heer that Bill Branch
is hard at the job of re-writing as I myself had a few
reservetions about the draft of the secript that I saw .
a year or so back, Eut' I am sure that Bill can come up
with a really satisfeetory script, I am glad that you feel
unhappy about the opening scene, If Cindy had shown
you the letter I wrote about it you will see that I too
was not happy., I am not sure at what stage of the writing
you and Bill.are at the moment so I find it a little
difficult to make any useful suggestions, If you feel thet
you hawve not licked this problem by the time you get
this letter, end if you feel it worth your while, do let
me have a copy of the present version and I will try to mull
over it and see if I can come up with any worthwhile ideas
for en accepteble opening,

I am of course, extremely happy that
you are putting on "Udomo" and since you ere taking the
biggest risk of all, I hope that it will pay off and be
worth all the effor%. - If there is any way in which you
feel I cen be of help (always remembering that I am just
a simple story teller) I will do everything I can,

With wermest personal regerds,

Yours sincerely,

Peter Abrahams,



WIiLLIAM H. CHAMBERS
137 EAST 66 STREET
NEW YORK CITY 21

9 August I960

Peter Abrshams, Esq.

Coyaba,

Red Hill Post Office,

St. Andrew,

Jemaice, British West Indies.

Dear Mr. Abreshams;

This moment of meeting, so to speak, has been
& long time in coming. And I have been looking forwerd to it
ever since turning the lest page of your wonderful novel, A
WREATH FOR UDOMO.

Through telks with Bill Branch and my very good
friend, Cindy Degener &and, through reeding your other work, in-
cluding the mervelous article in a recent Holiday, you are more
femilier to me than I to you. So I send along the enclosed
clippings to give you an idea of the interest we sre starting to
generate, &s well as some indiceation of who &nd what I am.

My personsl background - very briefly - a New
Yorker, son of an srchibtect, nephew of & novelist (Robert W.
Chambers), snd graduate of Colgate University. Worked on &
tremp ship for 3 years after college, then newspaper reporter,
since then in the theatre as "mopper-upper", actor, production
stege manager, director, &nd what have you, with 4 yesars out for
the No. 2 ynpleasantness.

Bill Branch is herd et work on some réwrites



WiILLIAM H. CHAMBERS
137 EAST 66 STREET
NEW YORK CITY 21

we both feel necessary for the script. The biggest stumbling
block is the opening of the play. I feel very strongly that the
present scene doesn't measure up to the thaetricel potentiel of
the book or the rest of the stage version. To my ménd, it must
be fresh and colorful, & springboard creating excited interest
in things to come. An event, perhaps, in Udomo's life motivat-
ing his being sent to London. Or something which will help us,
as the asudience, leap from the raw Udomo of primitive surround-
ings to the Udomo in Adebhoy's London apartment. Bill has been
wrestling with this problem and, I am sure, would welcome any
suggestions you might have on the matter.

There's little more to say &t the moment,
excepting I know we heve ‘an importent pley, with important
subject matter, by an importent novelist. I am honored to be in
such distinguished company.

I wish the circumstances of your being there
and my being here were different. But I anticipate meeting you
'en personne' with the greetest of pleasure. Perheps your work
schedule will permit you to pay us & visit in the near future.

Very sincerely yours,

' z(&z/,,_ m@/

Williem Chambers.
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By JIM O'CONNOR
ODERN AFRICA’S TURMOIL and transition—very

much in the newspaper headlines right now—will
‘ach the Broadway stage in a new drama next Sprlng,«
roducer Willilam Chambers revealed today.

The play will be William
ranch’s dramatization of the
ster Abrahams’ novel, “A
reath for Udomo.” Plot
cuses on the rise and fall
an idealistic organizer named
iomo in an African nation
the process of receiving in-
pendent status. -

“A Wreath for Udomo” was
itten by Mr, Abrahams in
56, following a series of
ticles written for the Lon-
n Observer on conditions in
:nya and South Africa. The
wvelist was born in South
rica and has lived in Eng-
1d and Jamaica.

Mr. Branch, the dramatist,
a winner of a Guggenheim
lowship and a Robert Sher-
od TV award.

While making his bow as a

<
T

producer, 'Mr. Chambers has
had considerable theatre ex-
perience as production stage
manager for Alfred de Liagre
on such plays as “The Voice of
the Turtle” and “The Mad-
woman “of <haillot”’; and for
“Ondine.™,

_Presently Mr. Chambers is
‘associated with the firm of
Durgom and Katz in the pro-
duetion of films, plays and
television shows, although
Durgom and Katz will not be
affiliated with “A Wreath for
Udomo.”

vqﬁ’lg‘ MY A S\over |

Africa Play Set for Spring
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'SUNDAY, JULY 31, 1960.
By LEWIS FUNKE R4 0
i OW close can the theatre Tlmely Play Planned
5 H get to the news? As For New Season_
| r

close as “A Wrea&h fo

. Udomo’” a play tha
! is promising
for the season ahead. Fashioned
by William B. Branch, a Gug-
|genheim fellowship winner, from
|the novel by the widely hailed
writer Peter Abrahams, “A
|Wreath for Udomo” is as perti-
nent as the morning’s headlines.

Indeed, the parallels are
striking, even though Mr. Abra-
hams published his novel in 1956,
| (Knopf). The subject matter is!
lmodem Africa in turmoil and|
|transition. . Specifically, the
|story tells of Udome, a born
lleader who seeks to guide Pan-:
lafrica, a coastal state nearing|
|self-government. He is support-
|ed by the tribal leaders with
|whom the real power lies, and,
to gain strength, he seems to
accept the old customs, some of
them merely superstitions, some
of them horrible. His problems
become intensified when he is
made Prime Minister and he at-
tempts to eliminate both tribal-
|ism and colonialism.

Mr, Abrahanis knows his ma-
terial. He was born in Johannes-
burg, South Africa. Among his
works, besides “A Wreath for
|Udomo,” are “Tell Freedom,”
the story of his early years in
Africa (he now. lives in Eng-
land), “Mine Boy” and “Song
of the City.” Mr. Branch, also a
Negro, was born in the United
States. He is the author of two
off-Broadway plays, “A Medal
for Willie” and “In Splendid
Error.” In 1958, he received the
Robert Sherwood prize in tele-
vision. He has been working on
“A Wreath for Udomq” for
some time. An early draft was
fried. with success last March
by Cleveland’s semi-professionak
Karamu Theatre. ‘
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Mrs, Claire Degener
Curtis Brown, Ltd,
575 Madison Avemue
New York 22, New York

Dear Mrs. Degener:
Re: A WREATH FOR UDOMO

The Dramatiste Guild has countersigned and herewith
returns one copy of the Minimum Basic Preduction Centract,
dated May 15, 1960, between Peter Abrahams and William Branch,
as "Author", and William Chambers, as "Producer®, We have
dore so after reinstating Peter a{cahm to membership in the
league, In accordance with your request, we have forwarded
the second copy to Gilbert Parker at M.C.A. Artists, Ltd.,
the third copy to the "Producer®, and have rauim the {ourth
copy for our f[iles,

A copy ﬂ' this letter, being sent to the "Producer®,
will serve as g reminder that in accordance with Clause
THIRD (a) a of 5150 to William Branch is due om
August 15th %o cover the next three months, mﬂapqymtot
#250 to Peter Abrahams is due on August 15th to cover the
next momth urder the contract,

Sincerely 3

DELeV/eap David E, LeVine

Enc. / For THE DRAMATISTS QUILD

ces Peter Abrahamsv
William Branch
William Chambers
H.C.A, Artists, Ltd,



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

August 8, 1960

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba, Red Hill P.O.
St. Andrew,
Jamaica, B.W.I.
Dear Mr. Abrahams:
Harry Sions has asked about the revision.of the Puerto Rico
article. Can you give me a date when it will be completed.

Yours,

DT
W, —&

EH/az
al

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22  PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

July 25, 1960

Mr. Peter Abrahams

Coyaba

Red Hill P, O,

St. Andrew, Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Peter:

I have sent off today wnder, separate cover by

air mail L copies of. the Dramatic Production
Contract on A WREATH ®OR UDOMO, The producer

is working very hard with Braqﬁhon the adaptation
and I think we may ‘sée something very interesting
from all this ‘effort.

You widl nOuc that your advances are much higher

than Bills.which I think is only fair because

Bidl had) the use of your novel for so many months

without @any payment. All other clauses are, I feel,

in very good order and I think the deal is an exceptionally
strong one for you which is, of course, what I wanted.

Your advances are outlined on page 7 the very first
paragraph of Tenth Additional Clauses.

Please initial every single pace where the producer and
Branch have initialled. This is an awful lot of in-
itialing but please be sure and do it. Also initial

every single box which is empty. You will note that

the producer and Branch have also initialled these boxes.
Please do be very careful that you don't miss any of the
initialing or boxes for initialing because we now have to
put these dramatic production contracts through the
Dramatists Guild and I would hate to delay and have to send

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television
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Mr.

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

Page 2.

Peter Abrahams July 25, 1960

them back to you in Jamaica.

Most important of all will you please air mail all
copies of this contract back to me ag seon as possible
so that I may process your first %500 payment and get it
down to you. You will note that theé gontract is dated
Mgy 15th so that although theygowe ¥o6u $500 now they
will owe you on August 15th anet her $250 and so on.

I am so delighted this has &ll come to a new beginning.
All best wishes.

Cordially,

CSD:df

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22  PlLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

July 15, 1960

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
Coyaba

Red Hills, P, O

St. Andrews

Jamaica, B, W. I,

Due from Holiday 1,000,00
for All American Canadian Serial Rights
on OPERATION SERENITY

Less: 10% Commission 100,00
By check herewith $ 900,00
-

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H, Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television
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Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines

Cable: Browncurt

575 Madison Avenue, New York 22  Plaza 5-4200

Naomi Burton, Books

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary
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Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22  PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

Ta91 104
JUINE <&, ;(«?\/O
when he may expect the Puerto Rico article.
u would tell me,
1ours S

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines  Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

May 20, 1960

Peter Abrahams, Lsq.
Coyaba

Red #ills, Pi0O,

Ste Andrews

Jamaica, B.W.I.

Due from William Branch $41.70
for dramatic royalties on WREATH FOR UDOMO.

Less: 104 Commission Lhe17
By CheCk hereWith. se oo :}‘;37‘53

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

May lj, 1960

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills, P.C.

St. Andrews

Jamaica, B.W.I,

Due from Thomas Y. Crowell .Co. $50.00
for anthology use in Sociology on excerpt-
THE BLACKS.

Tess: 10% Commission 5.00

By check herewith,se.. 45,00

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



With the compliments of

surtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

April 26, 1960

Mr. Peter Abrahams

The West Indian Economist
16li=6 Harbour Street
Kingston, Jamaica, W. I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

I am delighted to report to you that,afterfseveral meet-
ings William Chambers, a man I haveNknown and respected
for some time in the New York theZtery wishes to take

a Broadway option on your bookgand B¥11 Branch's adapta-
tion of it. I refer, of course, t® A WREATH IOR UDOMO.

I have achieved very good\germg ¥for you, I feel, most of
which I will not outline &ene &8s I have noted from our
discussions in the past yowprefer to look at the final
contract.

Briefly, we would make an arrangement which would not tie
your book to Bwaneh uhless it achieved an opening night
on Broadwaysand y&t you would get verv good advances. In
brief, youRwo®™kd get $500 for May 15 to August 15 and if
Chambemg proeeeded from August 15 to November 15 $750

and for %he period November 15 to May 16, 1961 $1,000.
This would be advances solely~to you against 50% of the
gross weekly box office receipts which are 5% of the
first $5,000, 73% of the next $2,000 and 10% of all money
above §7,000.

Lt is extremely urgent that I proceed to draw the other
clauses of this contract and if this preliminary in-
formation meets with your approval may 1 please hear from
you by cable that I may proceed. Of course, the final
contract will be sent to you for your signature.

Cordially,
-
%ges%— Wishes Ciq
CSD:df Claire S. Degener

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22  PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

April 2, 1960

airletter
Peter Abrahams, Esqg.
Red Hills
P. 0. Coyaba
St. Andrew
Jamaica, BWI
Dear Mr. Abrahams:
We have received word that your article THE CCRE OF THE APPLE
Harlem 1959 is scheduled for publication “in ‘the [June, 1960

issue of Holiday.

Sigcerely,

imilie Jacobson
/

/

v

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines  Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

air mail Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

March 31, 1960

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba, Red Hill P,O,
St, Andrew

Jamaica, B,W,I1,

Dear Mr., Abrahams:

I am enclosing herewith a copy of the signed permission form
for THE BLACKS which will appeaw in AN AFRTCAN TREASURY edited
by Langston Hughes, I%o hopefyou will be pleased.

Sincerely,

/Lﬁ,w’/ '.Z— L(—L/

lois Sprey [/

1s/

enc, (1)

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



.. Curtis Brown, Ltd.

SRR T R CABLES: BROWNCURT
575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-4200

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT

This form to be filled out, signed and returned to Curtis Brown, Ltd. who will execute and return a copy if permission is
granted.

publish
The undersigned requests a non-exclusive license to <repmint

S TR BRI ...........ooecirccssmssmesrisssimpeansansssssnssssasssracsssessams movasy bssomshissse shesbmsssass Srosssssmess oeensbiimsmsm b ieonss s

Published in............. AR AR MaghBll.............osicnmssismmsimssmemassensenmmsssssmsssessmsisssss s A?r11"1959 ..............................
(magazine or book) (date of issue or publication date)

PUBHSRediDY Rt . . e v innss s e o B see s sisn s34 Ean o8 By m SR S50 P BERo IR SH 054 B4R SO SRR e b s e Ao shesBhas e o the following:

article to be cut to sbout six thousand words

(Please supply in above space specific and accurate details of material desired, with pages, chapter heads, opening and
closing lines, in short, whatever data may be necessary to identify exactly the material to be used.)

This material is to be published in a }book

Entitled........... AN AFRICAN TREASURY edited by Langston Hughes .l tili
To be published by............... RS DO LR .. ... sl T o srsitens sy dsnsissiisiiia e Aok
Proposed publication date............ June!1960 ................................. Tentative publication price....f&.}.a.QQ .............................

IN CONSIDERATION of the permission granted herein, the undersgined agrees to print the following copyright
notices in each and every copy of the publication concerned:

Beprinted by permission of.... B0 AUEBORE. .. 0. Wi P s s
First published in Holiday Magazine
“Copyrightt®..(¢)..1959..by..The..Curtis. Publishing. COmMPAnM.........errneineeesnssssssssssnns FeT: o

........................................................................................................................................................................................

And, the undersigned further agrees that:

1. the rights herein granted apply solely to publication in the English language in the United States, Canada, and all territory outside
the British Empire;

2. the right to reprint the material above described shall apply only to the issue or edition named in the application, which issue or
edition shall be completely manufactured within the United States;

3. when the specific issue or edition goes off sale or out of print, all rights herein granted shall revert automatically to the author and the
permission is thereby cancelled;

4. the permission herein granted does not extend to publication in a reprint, cheap, or separate edition of any sort whatsoever, (such as,
for instance, a book club edition); and further any such use must be subject to further payment on terms which shall supplement
the fee above-mentioned and which shall be mutually agreed upon in writing;

5. the publication of the material in the form approved herein does not permit quotations therefrom in any other work;

6. in the event payment is not made as specified, or in the event copyright and acknowledgment notices are not printed as specified, then
all rights herein granted shall immediately determine without further notice and without prejudice to any monies that may be due
the author under the terms hereof; ‘

7. two copies of the work containing the above-licensed material will be sent free of charge to Curtis Brown, Ltd., on or before publica-
tion date;

8. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS:

Approved:
CURTIS BROWN, LTD., Agent for the Proprietor

| . % ! % i ' (Address)
‘.'By,"_, JNAR Rk },7},/@7/ A B st 419 Park Avenue, South,
e/ G e T R EE L Newxorklé,N;Y. ........................................



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza §5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

March 17, 1960

Mr. Peter Abrahams

The West Indian Economist
16l;=6 Harbour Street
Kingston, Jamaica, W. Is

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Here are two ®eproductions of reviewsaf
the Karamu House, Productions of WREATH FOR

UDOMO . \ : -
\'&\ & & Q‘ﬁ‘y&&-ﬂw'fﬁ\ (r);‘,?z Lff. -
All best.
Cordially,
£y D » \
[ER~ S \a),, v (
Pamela Jones
PJ:df Assistant to Mrs. Degener
Ence

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22  PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

March 1L, 1560

Mr. Peter Abrahams

The West Indian Ecocnomist
16l;~6 Harbour Street
Kingston, Jamaica, W. &%

Dear ir. Abraham3Sg
Many thanks «for the Contracts which arrived
safely this megynimg. We hope you had a success=
ful time%Nin Puewlo Rico for Foliday.
The flay Was evidently been well received in
Cleyeendy and I will send copies of the reviews
togyolwhen we have them later this week.
Cordially,
VC: Rl .‘«f—. \\"’V—v N ¢

Pamela Jones
pdsaf Assistant to Mrs. Degener

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

Peter Abrahams, Esa.
Coyaba, Red Hill P.O.
St. Andrew,

Jamaica, BJW.1l,

angston Hughes has asked if he mag Qu®four Holiday article
: s" to six thousand words forWase ¥n the book, AFKICAN
FYe You krow that an excerptff dhwm $1NE BOY will also be

used, but permission to do that w#® draghted by the Knopf office.

They are paying twentyveiMge ®Ilars for most of the material,
buv !Mr. Hughes agreed to pay Nl dollars for THL BLACKS.

We would both agprecifigfa quick answer, and, while you
dec1d%;p;9359 know @hd§ lMr. Hughes will cut mostly R the tribal
customs in Tibk BLACKS, Wegcause other articles in the book cov
similar ground, aRdW@ur article is far over~length fo =

Yours sii

erely,

' :
i 2| R
/ / i Py / 4
~ 3 Ll G0l 40 7% ——
7

EH/az
am

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 5§75 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

- . - )
\\\P G < ‘\'\( &i& WV N (’,':, g@ ( - .‘]

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines  Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

February 19, 1960

Abrahsms, ¥sq.

St. Andrews, Jamaica, B.W.I.

Due from Holiday Magazine $300,00
for refund of tax on RE OF THE API'LEJ

By check herewitheoese $300,00

3. Sewell Haggarc “*=s  Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



. L{i‘ t}_gm*’*yl\' L b 2 -, .,‘,' “,:‘_\ A\ ﬂ

- INBEPEN D ENT
: {
nw PHILADESLPMIA 5,1%8 X

rHE SATURDAY L

LADILES !




Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

January 22 1960

Ce As ﬁich@lﬁ, Bsq.
Curtis Publishing Co.
Independence Square
Philadelphia 5, Pa.

Dear Mr. Nichols:

We are once again-on ibhe subject
of $300 withheld by your firm in 1959 a8 ‘tex on the
purchase of CORE OF THE APPLE-HARIEM Ly Peter
Abrahams.

Qur lawyers have advised us
today that regulations regarding the Jamaica-United
States tax treaty have been promulgated and notifi-
cation by letter to the withholding agent is suffi-
cient to eliminate withholding and refund g smounts
withheld. These regulations appear in the Commerce
Clearing Wouse Tax Report #93 in full text.

We look forward to receipt of
the refund as soon as you have confirmed this infore
mation.

Sincerely yours,

P.8. We are enclosing a duplicate set of letters
signed by Mr. Abrshams.

Dear Mr, Abrahams: While you have shown much patience about this matter,
T have been agitated beyond endurance., By March 15, 1960, if Curtis
Publishing Co. @& still withholding your tax, they will pay it to our
government and this means you have to file for a refund to the
U.S. Treasury Department; a further delay on the return of your money
for from six months to a year. I never sent the letters you signed

in November because it was hopeless to move Curtis Publishing without
some evidence of the regulations and now that we have it perhaps I'll

be more successful. Much credit goes to our lawyers who have helped

us throughout.

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Boo lays, Films, Television
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AGENDA

Meeting of Dance Speech & Drams Sub-committee

held on Saturday, 28th November 1959,

Apologies for absence

Confirmation of Minutes held on 24th October 1959

Matters Arising

(a) Travel Awards

(b) Bntry of Quadrille Group for 1959 Awards

(¢) Play Writing Competition
(d) Submission of Marking Sheets

Any other buginess

Dste of next Meeling,

% 0% % % % N % ¥ X _W¥_¥ _2x_¥_¥%
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

Jan. 5, 1960

Mr. Peter Abrazhams

The West Indian Economist
16li=6 Harbour Street
Kingston, Jamaica, W. I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

I have now read over the weekend Bill Branch's
latest adaptation of UDOMO. I think it /is quite
good as a pageant although Bill has in no way
licked what I call basic dramatization problems

of the novel. I would recommend that we let
Karamu do it as it is a moving pageant though

not yet a play. In return for letting him do it

I will get a letter stating that the contract
between you and Bill is null and void and that he
may not do anything with the play after the Karamu
production without first making a completely new
arrangement with ws. Of course, I am hoping that
after the Karamu production Bill will know how to
rework the play in a better way. +lay I hear from
you if yeu will let me go forward on this by night
cable. The reason for speed is that Karamu has to
announce this production if they wish to do it in
March or April.

Cordially,

& i | 4
\’“ e = L ‘ e d

CSD:df Claire S. Degener

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

December 30, 1959

Mr. Peter Abrahams

The West Indian Economist
16li=6 Harbour Street
Kingston, Jamaica, W. I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

Thank you for the communication on William Branch. ' Luckily
Bill has gone to a sensible agent and yesterday I talked
with his agent regarding this whole Karamu production. I
said that I wanted to read the latest version of the play
first. Then if Bill would give us a letter absolutely
confirming that all rights etc. which he might have claimed
under the old contract have now terminated we would indeed
consider a Karamu production.. If the production is to be
done at Karamu it would be for<only twenty-three performances
and Bill would have to understand that beyond that point

we would make a completely new contract if the production
out there, and any rewrites Bill might do as a result,
warranted our permitting him to go forward with the script.

Karamu is a very interesting theater project in Cleveland

which has done many extraordinary plays. I think Bill would
learn a great deal from seeing the play on the stage and I
would try and get out and see it myself. I shall report to

you next week after I have read the script again. I think

it is substantially the one you felt was not ready yet. With

a production in Cleveland we are not in danger of any national
critics and that's why I think the Karamu idea is not a bad one.

I have not written you about MINE BOY because I felt there was
nothing to say until Michael Gardner in London and Arnold
Margolin here have raised the necessary money to produce MINE
BOY in the West End of London. Frankly, I am doubtful that
they can do it and, therefore, since we have signed nothing
further we are free to sell MINE BOY to other mediums if we
find this is the best thing to do. I was in London most of
the fall and I talked with Gardner on the phone several times
and he says that his money man is an Australian and they
probably will not know until the middle of January whether
they can really get the money from him for the production.

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Mr+ Peter Abrehams -2 - 12/30/59

I talked with Mr. Innes FKose in London and he sends you his
very best. He hopes you are writing a novel and also hopes
to see you soon.

I think that about winds it up for the moment but I will be in
touch with you next week. Every best wish.

Cordially,
\_‘. W \3, A

CSDsdf Claire S. Degener



22nd December 1959.

Mrs. Claire S. Degener,
Curtis Brown Ltdn'

575 lMadison Avenue,

New York 22.

Dear Mrs. Degener:

4 I have had two urgent ecommunications
from William Branch about a Karvamu House produc—
tion of A Wreath For Udomo. - Apparently they
propose to put on a Branch.version on March 8th
for a run of approximately Awentythree perfor-
mances closing on April-Znd. The Branch letters
gave me the impression that he has not been in
touch with you and that he expects me to give
him the go ahead. I have today vritten him and I
enclose a copy of my letter to him. .

Will you please take it from here.

211 the best for the holiday season.

Yours sincerely,

eter Abrahams
PAsehk {

encl.



*«"e:

22nd December 1959..

Mr., William B. Branch,
11 Stuyvesant Oval,
New York 9’ N.Y.

I am sorry about not replying immediately to your letters
concerning the possible stage production at Kapamu House of A VWreath
For Udomo. Reuben Silver, you may not know, ia'a very good friend of
ours. r

As I told you when I saw yow in New York earlier this
year I would like you to do things #hrough my agents, and only refer to
me in the event of there being some bottleneck. From your letters I
have the impression that youthave not been in touch with them at all.
Do get in touch with them, Bill, “#his, after all, is a business deal
which they should handle in a business-like fashion. And if that does
not pay off let me know. ®

All this %8s dashed off in haste and under severe pressd}e.
Will write you a pexsonal letter when I have a little more breathing
gpace.

Warmest personal regards.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Abrahams.

PAsehk



11 Stuyvesant Oval
New York 9, N. Y.
December 15, 1959

Dear Peter,

I have now heard in greater detail from Mrs. Jellife of
Karemu House in Cleveland. They plan to produce &4 WREATH FOR
UDOMO on March 8th for a rum of approximately 23 performances,
closing on 4pril 2nd.

Mr. Reuben Silver will be the director, and their royalty
rate is 6% of the gross receipts, payable at the end of the en-
gagement. Their theatre scats 233 persons, and their ticket prices
are scaled to be within the reach of low income groups. They have
a;@’really unique and interesting operation and history, and I am
asking them to send you some of their literature.

Well, thus far I've looked in vain for your reply to my
message, but perhaps it's on its way and is merely delayed in the
mailse I've written to them asking their patience until I have
word from you, but if for some. reason you have not haed a chance
to reply, please dot it now, Peter. I understend from lirs. Jel-
life that it is necessary for them to make public announcement
and get out tickets and posters at once, and a delay might result
in either postponement or cancellation of the productione.

Ruth is absolutely ecstatic at the news and is already
seeing what she can do to arrange the trip‘'out there. Sylvia
.Buchenon phones the other day also, and though she has from time
to time expressed differences over the philosoprhy of UDOMO, she
was glad to hear it was going to be done.

Well, Christmas is almost upon us, and though Marie will
probsbly be getting the cards out later this week, let me take this
oppeortunity to wish for you and your family the happiest and most
prosperous Christmas and New Yeer ever. I hope you'll be working
on a new book, and I hope also that you can manage to get your hand
in some of these fellowship pockets. Jimmy Baldwin, you may know,
recently received a two-year Ford Foundation grant for an estimated
&7 ,500 a4 year.

hgain, all the best, and I'm hoping our girlfriend isn't
giving us any trouble about the production. It's been a long hard
pull, and now that things are about to happen, I hope I can count
on our personal agreement. lMeantime, go well - stay well.

Sincerely,
e

William B. Branch

P.S. ofon Say s b



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

27th November 1959

Peter ‘brahams, Esqg.
"Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.I1.

Dear Mr. Anrahams:

Herewith for your records, the
permission form covering the use of.the extract from
THE BLACKS in OUTSIDE READIN@SSIN, SOCIOLOCY. As you

will see, the 350 fee coVers, a non-exclusive basis only.

Sincerely yours,

I

D
Ste
Qn
.

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Perry H. Knowlton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television
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g Iy t B td LONDON YORK
i 1 Curtis Brown, Ltd. NEW

i/
" ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT - RCRRAT RISt CABLES: BROWNCURT
s 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-4200

This form to be filled out, signed and returned to Curtis Brown, Ltd. who will execute and return a copy if permission is
granted.

The undersigned requests a non-exclusive license to { XISHEE
| use selections from

Pille, it L NI R - e DT IR RS SRRk Wi - A

BRITROE, oo s BTN TRIBINBIIE ................. .ocoeounsesansnsiumnomet s s s e 6805456050 06384885 50 AL SHEE ot et enmson sl

Published in... HOLIDAY MAGAZINE. ... APRIL. 1959 ... .o,
(magazine or book) (date of issue or publication date)

S ORI 0 Lot smnirimnivnans sevawsswassmmsinivimssnss beo B s s oot st srscsisvsnrsovipebussson0ig the following:

(Please supply in above space specific and accurate details of material desired, with pages, chapter heads, opening and
closing lines, in short, whatever data may be necessary to identify exactly the material to be used.)

This material is to be published in a gbook

Entitled OUTSIDE RFEADINGS IN SOCIOLOGY by Schuler, Gibson, Brookover, Hoult, and Biere

To be published by...... Ru. Yo CROMLL QOMPRNDY ...............ccooocovocrennisinrrrons N I o500t s mmsssssmsssaasessesssssossesnsssrsssons

¥23 H—
Proposed publication date.. Spring 1960 oo Tentative publication price........... ‘\3 ..i“..Z.‘Q.. .......................
IN CONSIDERATION of the permission granted herein, the undersgined agrees to print the following copyright

notices in each and every copy of the publication concerned:

Reprinted by permission of... Y@ AUENOE L e

“Copyright 3%.{€). 1959 by The Curtism Pobliahing. Compmny™ .. ... . ..., X%68x

L R TR LSRN ARSI G I ST I S LY RN SR W
And, further, the undersigned agrees to pay to Curtis Brown, Ltd., as agents for the author, the fee of $.5000.. ...

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

And, the undersigned further agrees that:

1. the rights herein granted apply solely to publication in the English language in the United States, Canada, and all territory outside
the British Empire;

2. the right to reprint the material above described shall apply only to the issue or edition named in the application, which issue or
edition shall be completely manufactured within the United States;

3. when the specific issue or edition goes off sale or out of print, all rights herein granted shall revert automatically to the author and the
permission is thereby cancelled;

4. the permission herein granted does not extend to publication in a reprint, cheap, or separate edition of any sort whatsoever, (such as,
for instance, a book club edition); and further any such use must be subject to further payment on terms which shall supplement
the fee above-mentioned and which shall be mutually agreed upon in writing;

5. the publication of the material in the form approved herein does not permit quotations therefrom in any other work;

6. in the event payment is not made as specified, or in the event copyright and acknowledgment notices are not printed as specified, then
all rights herein granted shall immediately determine without further notice and without prejudice to any monies that may be due
the author under the terms hereof;

7. two copies of the work containing the above-licensed material will be sent free of charge to Curtis Brown, Ltd., on or before publica-
tion date;

8. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS:

.....................................................

(Applicant’s Sigrfature)

................................ (. )MMUEIL/)‘“LLH/}ML

(Address)

Approved: éCL? QA /i; » JW&4 I?QSL& /) )&f\,@m / ?&—@LL

CURTIS BROWN, LTD., Agent for the Proprietor

..........................................................................................................

.



CURTIS BROWN, LTD.
60 EAST 56th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022

These forms to be filled in and returned to the above firm who will then quote a fee and any special conditions.
If satisfactory, sign one form and return.

m
The undersigned requests a non-exclusive license to 4 reprint
UBEX I M untsc R Re X
" W .
Title Themecka .............................................................. Author........... Peter Abvahams . . ..
Published in.......... Folidayimrazina .......................................................... L DR R e
(magazine or book) (date of issue or publication date)

Published By Perfect Publishing Co.

(Please supply specific details of material desired, with pages, chapter heads, opening and closing lines. In short,
whatever necessary to identify the material precisely.)

This material is to be published in a {Wkkemtiﬂed ....... MRICAN LITERATURE oo
James E, Miller, Jr., Robert O'Neal
To be published by, o s Foresnan & Company Bdited by...20d Helen McDomnell
Proposed publication date......... 1 g;m .............................................. Tentative publication price..... $2616 ...
Paper or hard cover......... ;‘)m}erbac}' .................................... Approximate size of first printing....%é!g?g ..........................

In consideration of the permission granted herein, the undersigned agrees to print the following copyright notice
in each and every copy of the publication concerned, and to guarantee in all cases that the owner’s copyright will
be preserved:

or within two years from the date of this agreement whichever is earlier.

(1) The I‘l"htS granted herem apply solely to pubhcatlon in the English language in the United States, Canada and

SF ORI NI elsewhere thzwghout the world,

(2) The right to reprint the material described above shall apply only to the issue or edition named in the application,
but this permission shall also extend to special editions of the work produced solely for the use of the handicapped
by approved non-profit organizations and to revised editions where changes in contents do not exceed one-fourth
of the original text.




-

(3) This permission shall also extend to the licensing of book club and reprint rights of the book in which selection
appears, upon notice of such use, provided the publisher pays to the above firm a pro rata share of one-quarter
of the gross sums received from such license, or ten dollars per selection, whichever shall be the greater.

(4) When no original or licensed edition is in print or ten years after the date of original publication, whichever is
earlier, all rights granted herein shall revert automatically to the author and permission is cancelled.

(5) This permission does not include any copyrighted matter from other sources that may be incorporated in
the material.

(6) No deletions from, additions to, or changes in the text may be made without the written approval of the above firm.

(7) The title of the material licensed herein shall not be used as the title of the book, nor shall the name of the
author of such material be given greater prominence than the name of any other author in the book.

(8) The publication of the material in the form approved herein does not permit quotations therefrom in any other work.
(9) In the event payment is not made as specified, or in the event copyright and acknowledgment notices are not
printed as specified, then all rights herein granted shall immediately terminate without further notice and without

prejudice to any monies that may be due the author under the terms hereof.

(10) Two copies of the work containing the above-licensed material will be sent free of charge to the above firm on
publication date.

(11) SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS:

APPROVED

CURTIS BROWN, LTD.

S ARV e

Applicant’s &gnature)
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.......... 1900 East. Lake. Avenue............
(Address)
DateDtlQ\W ...... \DL\G\W . Glenview, Illinols 60025
Date.........Ockober 13, 1969 ..

SOCIETY OF AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVES, INC.



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

September L, 1959

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills, P.O.

Ste Andrews

Jamaica, BeW.I.

Dear Mr, Abrshams:

As you will see by.the enclosed accounting
we have been successful in getting Knopf to dispense
with the deduction of aliem tax on your current royalties
and in obtaining a réfund on the royalties paid to you
in March.

. As for the tax on the sale to Holiday, the

attached copy ofa letter from The Curtis Publishing
Company will give you the story up-to-dates.
e~

bl
4 1% :—2! /A’//M_,

erely yours,

NS/ jw

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines = Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television






Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

September 5, 1959

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills, P. O,

St. Andrews

Jameica, B, W. I,

Due from A. A, Knopf, Inc. as $22,88
reyalties to April 30, 1959,

Less: 15% Commission 3.3
By check herewith-= $19.45

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines = Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

September L, 1959

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

Ste Andrews

Jamaica, BeWel

Due from Alfred A. Knopf $8.67
as refund of tax on October 30, 1958
royalties paid March 1959.

By check herewith $8.67

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines  Naomi Burton, Books Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



¥r. Peter Abrahams,

M%ge—&aiﬁr i
41, Sundown Crescent’

Kipgston 10+ ,, - ,
gﬁ //Ué/( o

1, KING STREET,

KINGSTON,
JAMAICA, B.W.I.

Jr. 1t D. HENDERSON & CO., LTD.

@f31 it 1950

Capress 58-214 ; j M g d % . gg"
DATE DESCRIPTION FOLIO / DEBIT CREDIT BALANCE
b o i il 2.232. 3.10
44 JL 59 | TO INT.ACCRUED TO B0.6.59 *
& 69,676 ¥s. 1. 2.268.15.3

s

E. &O. E.

N.B.—PAYMENTS MADE AFTER THE ABOVE DATE

WILL APPEAR ON OUR NEXT STATEMENT.

THE LAST ITEM IN
‘THIS COLUMN IS THE
AMOUNT YOU OWE.



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

July 29, 1959

ATRLETTER

Peter Abrahams, Esqgs
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

Ste Andrew

Jamaica

BeW AT,

Dear Mre Abrahams:
Your letter to me must have crossed Miss Suker-
man's letter to you with the check, but explaining

why the Curtis Company had to continmue, for the
time being, to hold the thirty percent.

This is a beastly nuisance and I can only hope
that Curtis, and we, will get a ruling soone.

All the bests

Yours sincerely,

,[ i T
L

& A

EH: dab

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books  Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President

July 2L, 1959

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrews

Jamaica, B.W,I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

You will see by the attached accounting that
Holiday has withheld the 30% tax and I have also attached
a copy of a letter from their controller which explains
their position. I had hoped to send you the payment in
toto, that is with the refund of tax, but now it seems
that there will be a delay on the refunds I say this
because I have tried for months to get a ruling from our
Treasury Department and it will be something of a miracle
if Curtis Publishing Company gets one quickly.

I am also including the A.A.Knopf rovalty
statement to April 30 which is due for payment by September
1ste You will see that they have shown a deduction of
the 30% alien tax. I have sent them a set of makeshift
exemption forms, copies of the ones you signed, which I
hope they will accept. If not, Knopf will also be bom-
barding our Treasury Department and that ought to put a
fire under the pot.

-“

.
Sineerely yours,
/ —

e o
NS/ 4w /QA:,/) ,/i/ﬂ/?iw{fﬁi.____,

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Peter Abrahams, Esq,
Coysaba

Red Hills, P. 0.

St. Andrews
Jamaica, B. W. s

Alan C. Collins, President

July 24, 1959

Due from Holiday as all $1000,00
American and Caznadian serial
rights on CORE OF THE APFLE=-

HARLEM,

Less: 109 Commission

Cne Path of Thunder

for ToVe offer:
Taxées 302

By check herewith

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department

100,00
3.05
300,00 403,05

$ 596.95

Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary






Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

June 29, 1959

ATRLETTER

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
Coyaba

Red Hills PeOe

St. Andrew,

Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrshams:

I found THE CORE OF THE APPLE enormeusly=absorbing
and I am sending it on to Harry Sions.

Thank you for telling us abouty thefeciprocal trade

agreement and I am givingeyoum letter to our accoun-
ting department. )

Yours very sincerely,

A

<£&f /% /J%é% B

=
%
o’

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books  Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

May 28, 1959

Mr., Peter Abrahams
'Coyaba!

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew
Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

I am most anxious to hear from you regarding my letter to you of
May 8., We have written out the\fimal draft of the Manos contract
and I have heard nothing farther “from Bill Branch, so I do want %o
hear from you as to whether youshave heard from Bill,

Time is on our side_ in'getiing our of the Branch agreement. I
gather Mr, Branch has'won some kind of foundation prize, and he
seems to be working on two other projects according to the papers
last week,

My very best towyou, and I look forward to hearing from you. I
shall send on the contracts when they are ready for signature,

Cordially,

"
[

\;‘ Loy 1 \ Y.
S ¥

Claire %f Degener

CSD:pj

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books  Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

May 8, 1959

Mr. Peter Abrahams

'Coyaba!

Red Hills P.O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr, Abrahams:

I have waited a long time since your return to Jamaica before writing
bacause I wanted to clear up several matters. As you know, MINE BOY
is going forward wither off-Broadway in New York or in London's West
End; things look better every day for the West End. I am now in the
process of daily negotiations with Manos' lawyer on details in the
new musical contract. I am delighted we need a new contract, as It
gives us a chance to clarify certain points.and dimprove the conditions
a little bit.

One of the reasons for the delay has been Manos' feeling that he simply
cannot pay you an advance and not pay Martin, Baker and Ellington., I
for one feel we should go along with Manos as I feel yow financial
position in the musical is excellent = that is, 12% of the gross from
the first dollar or pound and 25% of the total Author's share on all
subgidiary rights.

I shall work out a final draft of this contract with the lawyers and
send you copies in Jamaica for your signature.

Just for your files I shall enclose a thermofax copy of a letter re-
ceived from Timothy Taylor, the lawyer for William Branch. The issue
brought up in Mr. " Paylor's letter to me of April 13 has been dealt with.
Under the agreement you have with Mr, Branch he has no right to sell
any rights until the play is produced for 21 performances, so I cannot
imagine why Bill thinks he can sell a movie before he has gotten the
play on. I refer you to clause 3 of the agreement between you and Bill,

This brings me to the whole matter of Bill hnd his attempt to adapt

A WREATH FOR UDOMO., Have you heard from him? I cannot get him on the
phone and think he is avoiding me. Mr, Taylor, his lawyer, is no
longer authorised to speak with me about the whole matter, sc could
you give me a brief history of whether or not you ever wrote a letter
to Bill telling him that you did not wish him to proceed with the play?
I note that Miss Stewart wrote to you on August 1k, 1958 telling you
that you had to give written approval or a statement of changes you
wished, or to state your complete disapproval after the receipt of the
seript. I also note that onDécember 30,1959 Miss Stewart wrote you
pointing ous that the revised script should have been in yow hands
in November, 1958. Therefore we may possibly be able to simply tell
Bill that he has no rights in the book,

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books  Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PlLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President

March 6, 1959

Peter Abrahams, Esg,.
'Coyaba'

Red Hills P.OO

Ste. Andrew

Jam.aica’ BQYJIJQI.

Due from Alfred Ao Knopf Inc. $28.90
as royalties to October 31, 1958
on various titles

Less: 15% Commission Lie33
30% Alien Tax 8,67 13,00
By check herewith $15,90

Mrs, Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PlLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President
Nellie Sukerman, Secretary

April 1l, 1959

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
Coyaba

Red Hills P.O,

Ste Andrew

Jamaica

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

First of all, it was awfully nice to meet you, and I
look forward very very much to your new.book. Mean-
while, I wrote to Harold Strauss abofit'reéprint and
have had the following letter.

"Many thanks for your letter offApril 9 about Peter
Abrahamsand reprint possibilitiesvof hi's novels.

As we always do, we have offered all of them to the
paperback people, and ®offar‘have not gotten an offer
for any of them. I don" think we can really use

the possibility of MINENBOY being made into a mustcal
as ammunition. Yowknow what the theater world is
like, andl how many ofsthese possibilities never
materialize, \Bub once the musical actually is in
productiongnl promise you that we will go back hard
at the ngprinté®s, if indeed they do not come back

at us for the book before, then,"

I'm keeping in close touch with Cindy Degener and
will keep after Knopf,

Sincerely yours,

M ﬁ}x~_—£2:=‘ ]

NB/ah

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazines Naomi Burton, Books  Claire S. Degener, Plays, Films, Television



Megch 2nd,1959

as froms
"Coyaba", Red Hills
S8te Andrew, Ja,

Miss Jo Stewsrt
Curtis Bfown Ltd,.,
575 ladison Avenue
New York 22

Dear Jos

I am sorry to hegr-that I won't see
you when I come up Iafleér this month, But I

do wish you all the %est in your future
undertakings,

Thank gyou Yor keeping me in the picture
about the two stoge projects, I will get in
touch with Branch and with Manos when I em
up in New\Iork.

May I end by once again thanking you

for what you have done on my behalf and
wishing you the best for the future,

-

Yours ever

’ Peter Abrohans

PA/Bid



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President

February 17, 1959

Dear Peter:

It is good news that you will be visiting our
shores next monthe. However I am sad I will not be here
to see you. I will be leaving the agency in mid Marche

To bring you up to date on the two projectse
A WREATH FOR UDOMO and Wiliiam Branch. I've told him
you wili be here and he would Like to sit down and talik
to you. I think it would be well if you got in touch
with him when you arrive. He can be reached at 605 East
13th Street. Telephone- home Spring 7=-2318 or by contacting
Plaza 5-0416. He has just taken over as producer of the
new Jackie Hobinson radio show and will be spending a good
deal of his time at the Plaza number.

MINE BOY (SATURDAY LAUGHTER). I talked to
Christopher Manos last week. Everything was cleared
with Eltington to open as an Oft-Broadway production
but they iost out on the theatre. It is important
that the produetion is done in the right theatre. Manos
hoped to get the York but another production went into
it. If it is available before it is too close to the
summer, the plans are to go aheade.

Chris knows you will be here too and he will
bring you up to date on any new developments. He can be
reached at the office 11 East L48th Street, PL 3-0261 or at
home Ll kast 87th Street, Templeton 1-L6L9,

It has been nice working with and for you and
I wili certainly be interested in you and particularly what
happens with the above two properties no whether where I
may be. Mrs. Claire Degener will take over here on the dramatic

rightse

I hope you have a fine trip and the sympo<ium
is interesting and you enjoy your visite. s

As ever, L

Peter Abrahams, ksqe
Coyaba : Jo Stewart
Red Hills, P.0,
St. Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.I,

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President

January 6, 1959

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.

Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B. W. I BE: A WREATH FOR UDOMO

Dear Peters

Bill Branch has just telephoned with apologies
for the delay on the revised script. He evidentliy has
been lining up with an agent; had her read the script
and she evidemtiy felt the points you mentioned most
valid. Branch feels he will have the revised script
by the end of the momth to send to you. He also wondered
if you at this time intended to send along your comments
and suggestions on the 'minor points' in the script as
you stated in yours of September 4th. I told him not to
delzy the revise any longer for after you had gone over
it these minor points could then be discussed.

L stressed to him that the revised script
should have been in our hands the end of November and
I would Let you know the state of affairse. It seems only
in your favor to let him proceed with the revised script
and let you make the decision after reading it. He seems
very confident that he can please youe

Besé?kf ////“;

Jo

Se
Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary



Cable: Browncurt

Curtis Brown, LLtd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 Plaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President

September 15, 1958
airletter
Peter Abrahams, Esqge
Coyaba
Red Hills P.Qs
Ste Andrew
Jamaica
B.‘N. Il
Dear Mr, Abrahams:

I am very, very sorry you have been ill and deeply regret the
annoyance my cable must have caused you, but I had ne choice
in the matter.

When Holiday replies to your letter, they wills€&nd a copy to
mes Thank you very much for yourgscarbon,

Yours sincerely,

x,&fij M /% 47; whd.

EH/3

[A’Irs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department  Nellie Sukerman, Secretary



Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON NEW YORK

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-4200 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

September 11, 1958

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
"Coyaba"

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B. W. I.

Dear Peter: RE: MINE BQY
(SATURDAY LAUGHTER)

Christovher Manos called me earlier this week. As I knew,
he has been having difficulties raising the money. Under
your agreement with him he was to have the vlay ready for
production by September 15th. He 4is far from accomplish-
ing that.

He has changed his plans and has decided tocome in first
with an Agatha Christie play called SPIDER'S WEB which

they tried out in summer stock. He is hoping that with

the success of the Christie play it will enhance their abil-
ities to complete raising of the money for MINE BOY.

As there has been no interest in any other quarter; it seems
best to wait and see what happens after the Christie play
opens. < I'11 keep on ton of it.

Best,

Jéxgégwart

JS:few

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVES



Curtis Brown, Ltd. NEW YoRK

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-4200 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD

NAOMI BURTON September 11, 1958

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
"Coyaba®

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B. We I.

Dear Peter:

I was so sorry to hear that you have been ill and I do hope
you have started to regain your strength. I do feel badly
that you had to tire yourself at this time to answer mine
on A WREATH FQR UDOMO, but I did want to get your reaction
and for the reason that I was afraid the adaptation would
not be too much to your liking. As I look over my notes I,
too, felt pretty much as you did on 'several of the points
you raised. I deliberately had not mentioned it when writ-
ing for you were the one to approve or disapprove.

Immediately after receiving your letter I wrote Branch both
at his New York address and the one we had in Rome. If he holds
to plans he should return about the sixteenth. But I wanted
to get on record your comments.

Please do not bother until you feel stronger about the minor
points for there will still be time to get these to Branch
before he really gets rolling on a revision. As soon as I
hear from him I'll let you know.

I understand all is taken care of with Edith Haggard and
the HOLIDAY assignment.

Now mind your wife and get plenty of rest.
Besty,
A

JS:few

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVES
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'\ Ci‘lrtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 Pl.aza 5-4200

Peter Abrahams, Esq,
'Coyaba'

Red Hills P.0o

Ste Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.I,

Due from Alfred A, Knopt Ince
as royalties to April 30, 1958

Less: 15% Commission 6065
30% Alien Tax 13,29

By check herewith

Alan C. Collins, President

September 5, 1958

$ub31

19,94
$2L.37

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary
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ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

April 1L, 1958

Peter Abrahams, Esqgs
'Coyaba!

Red Hills P¢ O.

St. Andrew, Jamaica, Be.W.I.

Dear Peter:

As I had not heard from you I wrote Innes to see
if you were still in Jamaica and at what address. As I knew
you were leaving the paper in March., He gave it to me, so I
am sending the revised play scripnt of MINE BOY - called
SATURDAY LAUGHTER. Christopher -Manos and Martin and Bates
will be most interested in your comments,

I went to an audition'of the play a counle of
weeks ago and keep your fingers crossed - maybe we have
something here.

I hone you are enjoying rour more leisurely life
after the busy days as editor - but then I imagine you still
have a full schedule but let me hear from you when you have a
moment.e

Best regards.

Veryt incerely,

Jo Stewart
P, S. Yours of the eleventh just received.['I'll be writing
you in more detail regarding Branch and the other matters,

JSsbj

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVES
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ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

January 8, 1958

Peter Abrahams, Esqe

Public Opinion

2 Torrington Road

Kingston - P, O, Box 115
Jamaica, British West Indies

Dear Peter:

It was good to hear from you and thank you for
returning the dramatic agreements on A WREATH FOR UDOMO.

Regarding the U, K. exemption certificate. The
treasury department will not accept a home address in care
of an agent, bank or anyone like that. To establish your-
self as a resident of England you have to Have your own
address. I am enclosing in duplicate a new form for you
to fill out.

As there has been a delay while we have been
waiting for the certificate it seems best that we send
the accounting to you now. As you will see the 30% alien
. taxes have been deducted. If you have legal residence in
~ England and after we have received the new exemption

certificate, this money will be refunded to youe

It is wonderful news to know that you will be
getting back to your own writing early this year. I know
Knopf will be equally as glad, but I'll save that pleasant
surprise until you tell me more about these plans of yourse.

F Yes, I had very nice holidays and I hope you and
the family did also,
Best,
Jos Stewart
JS Sbj
enc.?2

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVES
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Cuttls lsrown, Ltd’ LONDON NEW YORK

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT

Peter Abrahams, Esq.

¢/o0 Public Opinion January 7, 1958
2. Torrington Road

PoOo Box 115

Kingston, Jamaica B.W,J.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

We take pleasure in enclosing our statement
representing the amount due to you.

We shall be glad to know if any of the details
do not agree with your record.

Very, truly yours,

/

-~ '/"/
IS BROWN, <

Due from Alfred A. Knopf Inc. $3L.L2
for royalties to April 30, 1957

less: 15% Commission 5.16 (L«c.Q:M.,_.
30% Alien taxes 10.33 ﬂ«e’ 15.L9

By check herewith $18.93

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES



ROYALTY STATEMENT

e Curtis Brown Ltd, U

April 30, 1957

EpR.-1.- 1951

Payment is due

501 Madison Avenue, New York 22

For six month period ended

e Peter Abrahams J

*COPIES SOLD

RETAIL FOREIGN
TITLE PRICE REGULAR % SPECIAL RATE OF ROYALTY AMOUNT
1. Tell Freedom $ h.oo T2 17% of 165,Lk $  28.95
2 , 23 11 2/3 % of 37,00 h.32
5. Mine Boy 1,25 (%6 17% of L,31 75
4, )4 172 of 1008,4- 1090
5. LA
6. %
7. %
I e %
9. %
10. %
* $TURNS IN EXTESS OF SALES s 3L.L2
STATEMENT OF AUTHOR'’S SHARE OF INCOME FROM
SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY
( ) copies @ ¢ $ $
SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY
( ) copies @ ¢
SALE OF FOREIGN RIGHTS ( )
SALE OF SELECTION RIGHTS
SALE OF
SALE OF
SALE OF
$ $
\ ¥ 3h.l2
DEDUCTIONS
 @IADVANCES PAID TO AUTHOR $ $ |
/ " §'PURCHASES OF BOOKS BY AUTHOR
CHARGES FOR EXCESS ALTERATIONS IN PROOF AND PREPARING
MANUSCRIPT FOR PRINTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH INVOICE
RENDERED
DEBIT BALANCE FROM PREVIOUS REPORT
U. S. FEDERAL INCOME TAX % ON §
| $ $
BALANCE $  3h.42
*The above royalty is subject to adjustment when the actual \
number of copies retained by booksellers out of those BERIT BALANCE $
shipped with privilege of return, has been determined.




ROYALTY STATEMENT

e Curtis Brown Ltd, .
34,7 Madison Avenue

Payment is due

N k N Y.
ew York 17, April 30, 1957

501 Madison Avenue, New York 22

For six month period ended

e Peter Abrahams o

*COPIES SOLD

RETAIL FOREIGN
L PRICE. REGULAR | “orroPl  RATE OF ROYALTY  AMOUNT
1. Wreath For Udomo $ 3.95 #1673 175 % of $3805.02 $ 665,88
£ . %
3 %
4, %
5. %
6 %
7 %
8 %
9. %
10. %
| RETURNS IN EXCESS OF SALES $ 665,88
STATEMENT OF AUTHOR'’S SHARE OF INCOME FROM
SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY
( ) copies @ ¢ $ $
SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY
( ) copies @ ¢
SALE OF FOREIGN RIGHTS ( )
SALE OF SELECTION RIGHTS
SALE OF
SALE OF
SALE OF
$ $
$ 665,88
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U. S. FEDERAL INCOME TAX BONS 0 e
$ $
BALANCE $
*The above royalty is subject to adjustment when the actual
number of copies retained by booksellers out of those DEBIT BALANGE § 72,05
shipped with privilege of return, has been determined.
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Aﬁeg - A -Knopf Incorporated

. Cartis Brown Ltd,

« Peter Abrahams

501 Madison Avenue, New York 22

ROYALTY STATEMENT

For six month period ended

October 31, 1957 )

/

Payment is due

*COPIES SOLD

RETAIL e FOREIGN !
TITLE PRICE REGULAR & SPECIAL RATE OF ROYALTY AMOUNT
1. Tell Freedom $ h,50% 60 173% of $133,25 ¥ 23,32
2. , 29 11 2/3%of _LB.1L 562
3. Mine Boy 3.50 33 174% of ¢« 65,31 11,43
% 1,25 No Sales %
5. %
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8. o
9. 9
10. %
# Increased 6/25/57 S L0.37
STATEMENT OF AUTHOR’S SHARE OF INCOME FROM
SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY
( ) copies @ ¢ $ $
SALE FROM CHEAP EDITION PUBLISHED BY
( ) copies @ ¢
SALE OF FOREIGN RIGHTS ( )
SALE OF SELECTION RIGHTS ..
SALE OF
SALE OF
SALE OF
$ 3
$ 10,37
DEDUCTIONS
ADVANCES PAID TO AUTHOR $ $
PURCHASES OF BOOKS BY AUTHOR
CHARGES FOR EXCESS ALTERATIONS IN'PROOF AND PREPARING
MANUSCRIPT FOR PRINTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH INVOICE
RENDERED
DEBIT BALANCE FROM PREVIOUS REPORT
U. S. FEDERAL INCOME TAX % ON §
$ $
BALANCE $ h0.3? y
i ¥ ¢ s
The above royalty is subject to adjustment when the actual DEBIT BALANCE $

number of copies retained by booksellers out of those
shipped with privilege of return, has been determined.
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ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

March 12, 1958

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
¢/o Public Opinion

2 Torrington Road
P. @. Box 115
Kinston, Jamaica
British West Indies

Dear Peter:

I believe if you heed i@ ®lans you were taking
leave of your editor's chaim this month. Will you be
returning to England and if soyole@se let me have your
address, For tax purnosés we wi¥ll need to establish your
legal residence during 19584

This isgjust a\short note to get this point
cleared up. I'll ‘bewwriting you soon on the dramatizigidﬁso

/T)/

J04€tewart

JS:bj ‘_ !

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVES



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 PLaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President

December 30, 1958

Peter Abrahams, Esqe
Coyaba

Red Hills P. O.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B.W.I,

Dear Peters

Christopher Manos telephoned me about MINE BOY
(SATURDAY LAUGHTER/. Their pianswior the play have changed
and they now think it might be best to bring it in as an
off Broadway show (a major off Broadway house). He expects
Duke Ellington in town on January 6th and they will be going
into it extensiveiy in these terms. He promised I would
hear shortly after their discussion.

I recently queried Bill Branch regarding the
revision of A WREATH FOR UDOMO but he has not replied. 1 know
you were very displeased with his first script. Branch according
to the contract had eight weeks to make the changes at'ter re-
ceiving word from you, and this was up November 18th, 1958, I
will wrap this up officiaily as soon as I talk to Branch.

It would be so nice 1f the seminar on Africa
takes place, 1if' you could be here. I would lLove to see you
again and you could meet your American agents and that would
be ;3116{5. fine.

May the New Year be very good to you and yourse

(X,
Best, \\Zﬂfp/’
Jo Stewart

Mrs. Séwll Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department ,' Nellie Sukerman, Secretary
|



Curtis Brown, Ltd. 575 Madison Avenue, New York 22 Plaza 5-4200

Alan C. Collins, President

September 2, 1958

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
"Coyaba'

Red Hills P. 0.

St. Andrew

Jamaica, B. W. I.

A WREATH FOQR UDOMO
Dear Peters:

William Branch is back in the country and he televhoned me
yesterday. My letter, giving your reactionstorhi€ adaptation
of the novel, was, of course, waiting for¢him.

He says he is not unhappy at all aboubayour criticism or
'undaunted.! In fact, he welcomes i%./ He did not quite under-
stand one of the points you raised'underlying the second theme.
He said he was a little mystifiedabout this, but he wants to
digest it all more thoroughly.before he writes you and starts
working on the script again. He also would prefer to wait
until he gets your second letter regarding the minor points of
detail.

Please don't rush‘@bout this, but wait until you are fully re-
covered before Fou ‘think about it.

I also talked to him about the copyright and he said that there
will be no trouble here ~-- the revised scriot will be copy-
righted in both your names as it should be.

I do hope, Peter, your convalescence has been rapid and you are
feeling more like yourself.

With warm regards.

Ve

JSefew

Mrs. Sewell Haggard, Magazine Department Naomi Burton, Book Department Nellie Sukerman, Secretary



Curtis Brown, Ltd. Loxpox  NEw voRK

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-4200 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS, SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

ATRMATL August 1L, 1958

Peter Abraliams, Esqe
"Coyaba"

Red Hills P.C.

St .Andrew

Jamaica, B. W.I,

Dear Peter:

I am glad to send you William Branchs! play adaptaticn
of your novel, A WREATH FOR UDOMO . Under your agreement with Branch
you must give written approval or a statement of changes or your
complete disapproval, with your reasong within three weeks after
receipt of the scripte.

You will note that Branch has copyrighted this only in
his name. The dramatisation should be copyrighted in both your
names and I am teking this upy,with him immediately upon hisreturn.
I don't know what we Ganido about it at this pointe

Please let'me hear from youe

Besy{
9

Jolstewart

Se
€riCe

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES



Curtis Brown, Ltd.

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-4200

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

July 23, 1958

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
¢/o Public Opinion
2 Torrington Road
P. 0. Box 115
Kingston, Jamaica
British West Indies

Dear Peter:

I thought you would, like “to 'See the enclosed letter
from William Branch regarding A WREATH FOR UNDOMO,

I do hope there will besno further delay, and I will
be writing you ‘again as soon as I have the script in
hand.

I hope thingswngo well with you.

Best regards.

Very sincerely,

\\
Jo Sgéwart

JS/pol
Enc.: 1

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVES

NEW YORK

CABLES: BROWNCURT



July 23, 1958

William Branch, Esq.
605 Tast 13 Street
New York 9, New York

Dear Mr, Branche

Thank you for your nice letter of July 16thsy I'm sorry
to hear that the script of A WRFATH FOR UNDOM) by Peter
Abrahams @id not completely satisfy you., A4s you say,
you've lived with it so long, that it might be well to
get some other opinions mow. I shall look forward to
seeing it by the end of the month, and 1 am sure that
Peter will be glad to hear from you.

Congratulations on winning one of the Robert E, Sher-
wood Awards. Also the Del Vecchio. I am real proud
of you.

Best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Jo Stewart

J5/pol






Curtis Brown, Ltd. LONDON NEW YORK

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-4200 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS, SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

June 2, 1958

Peter Abrahams, Esqe.
!Coyabat

Red Hills, P.0O. ‘
St. Andrew, Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Peter:

I hope you are enjoying your days away from the
grind of the papers

Have you had a chance to read the script of
SATURDAY LAUGHTER (MINE BOY) that I sent you in April?

I was talking to Christopher Manos the other day.
They are in the "money raising" stage and will probably have
another audition.in a few weeks, The contract calls for them
to produce and nresent the play by Soétember 15th, so they do
not have tooymuch time. I'1ll keep you filled in.

I should also be getting the scrint from Bill Branch
on A WREATH FOR UDOMO very soon. It was to be in my hands the
end of May, and if I do not hear in a day or two I'll phone him,

Have you started the new novel? I was talking to

‘Harold Strauss the other day and we talked about you. Knoof are
anxious of course to get your nexte.

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES
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ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22 PLAZA 5-4200 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

Peter Abrahams, Esqe June 2, 1958

Innes and Pauline Rose are making an unexpected and
quick hop to the states. I'm seeing them at a coektail party
at the Overseas Press Club tomorrow and I'm looking forward
to seeing them again. Wish you were here.to join use

Bests "\
AU

Jo Stewart

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVES
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With the Com pliments.of

Curtis Brown, Ltd.
575 Madison Avenue

New York 22, N.Y.
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April 12, 1959."“ e

‘Desr Harold, .
- . Here, at last, is wvord from me; And my silence had nothing to do with
“aribbcan manans, I'®e bsen putting in & ten to ¢ olve hour day on this paper
here for the past sighteen momths (mainly bsesuse there is such a shorisge of
competent newsmen). But it has been extremely useﬁl in tast the settling in
period in any country is always costly and ours was made eostlier by the fuet |
that we bought s chunk of land and bullt our own homej so the steady weekly income
from the paper was extremely importants But I have nov quit the paper and although
1 shall probably be forced to take another (for the pfesent) in order to sce my -
ehildren fed, it will have to bz soms thing less time consuming \‘Laicn will make
m-iting poosible, .

I have des ‘ded tQ make Janaica my base of opara r the §radant. My
fanily is very happy here apd I think there is a Vary kook for we uap et
in these hills smong Jamaica's peasantrys a book t the Jumaican writers
have written yot. And of eourss the sun end the aaa clean air are powerful .
a.ttractions, ag wall =3 ghe rugged -and tenday be island,

It i= the second part of a trilogy I planme st volvms of which Havper

published in 1850 and Fabsrs in 1351, The

1 don't know wheothay you'lve read it,

1 conesived for the vhole set was an

Afries from the point of the Great Tre t e point where its pt’asent racial

strueture breaks down: the whole‘ ed SGUEH AFRICA. Once this is done
pubN

I sm at present reading the draft of @ I urote several years agm :
‘.

s, Wflume was called VILD CONGUEST,
No not, I wish you would, What

I vill be able, .vriting-wise, to ¥ back on Séuth Africa, Assuming it comes
off I would like 211 thres ! hed as one volume, The fact tiat the first
is under the lmprint of Haryr that I hope the second two will ba under ths
Knopf imprint might oaus ®n, But that is.in the future, ¥g I wilk let. = = ~
you know whet ths che iz novel lock like-to me whenI've finished reading
this draft: At lsa d is back on writing again, which is what I think -
you want to know,. rove ulow goirg though'as I will probably have to

, T hava just done a radio review of Vie Reid's new novel which ia quite
& feat of imagination end which I ldked for. that very fact. - 1 ( 3.

L\ T o

Gr:‘:t.i"ngs to 211 my fricnds et Enopf, gt ‘ : : ;i o

Your's ever,



A *ﬂoyaba“
et 40 , Red Hills Puﬁt fol&'.!ﬁl ;
i3 ~ » 5 an, m@w ;
. e Jamaiaaa ﬁ‘s\t{-

' Ap;ril 11, 3.95(_&

"M!@ki&‘. ﬁ.’f‘ B e : : i e isi Sserad gl
.'*Baarirak Al <y SRR , : P 2 ¥ el
B Plsaaa taz'g:&ve the long silencs aftar your Tast letter, Clesvingrup at
the paper was a fairly heetle process but I've now had ten days of taking it easy

aftor oightaran month&s of real grind and ite mﬂderful to be unsmployed!

In answer to yaur quastian: I pmpase, for the premm’s at laaat. ‘ao stay

on hora in Jamalca, ani ths above iz my address. I have a za:.rly shunky piece

of investument heve - three acres of what will secom be a v-'i'y 'nlgh~tonsd residentianl
area and guite'a houss which we have designod and built ives. Of course I owe
monsy on the house but if ve ever deeide to sell we are . to get five or

six times what we spent on it, But my Tarily e so in ths place that.
. they do hot ses it as a plece of investment so tha® 2@ axs that this will
B bs our-base fov a goeﬂ Tow yoars, Wiat cons that ug tims of taxstion sssuming
L we earn a dacent sum of wonsy from the playis?)? 3 :

e I have all sorts of idsas about boo]
g - sbout them. ind in any ease I will seon ‘1&'

£ "7 - ud in bread and cheese, But it will ngg '
T paper was, Ovar the past slightéen riogphiN
e twelve hours & day on ths paper (thani

t. 15 too eavly ;ﬁit to talk .

to something to do to keep -

Mhthing as time eenguming 3 the
ve beon pubtting in batween fen and . -

. e shortage of competent nevsmen here)

" and this allowed no time for wrii WNsevar I take on now will have to allaw e
me time Ior .n'iting. The ideal sl ti of courge; would bs if the “anos play

made it possible for me not hév;s take another job, But I'm too old-a hand

to start Mlding hopes on S g r;-mea, tt cmue’s &nd v:r,y w,,leoma it would

ba. : :

Ylays m I right in th.inldng ytm wrota we that “the

If so, wouid it be possible to get u record qr two?. -
tting it on? And“any news from Branch? I now hmm time
o plesse lot we know,

4 What peva
music was already re
And when do thay

‘to take 4 real in

I anm wri,tiﬂg harold Strause a very long le t;'b.zm tosorrew morning, I feel
I have naglsosted the house of Znopf and wy Ifriends thors most disgracefully and © ¢
must make up for it. I wondér if you will do something for me, please? I would 4
_ like to get hold of a copy of Marie Dal Fabbre's "Purniture For Moderp-Inberiors
 which is published by Reighold P‘ablishiw Aerporation, Could you mail a copy to :
- me #nd ehurgs meé for it? I weuld be wost grefeful if you would. :
H Gl 2 Best regaris, _ 5
o XOUrs @ver i i Al
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sorre 'Ment’ travelli "l& sbrosd . for the papery 1 sorvpiy In wrilizg X heve = . .
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L 4
: t.hv worJ.d.

In redio I havs had nearly ten years risnes in broadcasting

lhd ‘Bhs planning of broadesate, I ,h&'x‘\f;'{ i and ﬁsliv-:‘rad innumocable

talks on the BBO's Home &Me&;%ﬂ ngrame" tha Gahsral (verseas

S&rviéc,. the Far Batern & and N african Service, Tha_sé talks have -
been on cnlmo.l, soud d 1O, cal matters, I have also "w_gen part in

Xﬂon’ *arogrmias on the Bac,' Bows of wiadeh I

1983 I 'viaitgd I itvics and agein mads padio reports, In 1965-56, aftor

/

beék on J'am&u, Dagd s aoriea of clght foature rgports i‘or the Ommm
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1 have aiso hroa.dcast 1n "L‘m United States, on buth gound - z.mi ta.l.evis.ton,

as uan as an u;e eoﬁ:t.&nent of Duropes A mmbar of my individual ta}.ks have

m trmcr:lw and mbroadeast all over the Ezelish-sneaking worié.
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Curtis B.own, Ltd. sl sor

ALA% C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT

Peter Abrahams, Esq. March 7, 1958

¢/oPublic Opinion
2 Torrington Road

P.0+Box 115 :
Kingston, Jamaica, B.W.I.

Dear Mr. Abrahams:

We take pleasure in enclosing our statement
representing the amount due to you.

We shall be glad to know if any of the details
do not agree with your record.

Very }muly yours,

N

///fURffé*%ﬁown’“£4§;s“” st

Due from Alfred A. Knopf Inc,. - $h0.37
as royalties to October 31, 1957
Less: 15% Commission 6.06

30% alien tax 12,11 18.17
By check herewith $22.20

MEMBER OF SOCIETY OF AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVES



Curtis Brown, Ltd.

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

December 17, 1957

Peter Abrahams, Esq.

Public Opinion

2 Torrington Road

Jamaica, British West Indies

Dear Peter:

I talked to Chris Manos the WeekWNon MINE BOY. He
had: andudition several months ago ap@)the consensus was that
the play needed more music. DukegEl¥ington has come up with

_several more songs and right now %he Script is having more
work done on it. Manos hongNEo Wave the revised scrint
shortly and he will send me & Sepy¥, which I will send to you.

They are now worMkipg€ on the money end. The casting
has not begun. He do8s not¥think they will try for big star
names - hoping the Dake%g music will be the draw - and use
more or less unknewhgs (As was done with the hit show, of
this season, YO 8TDE STORY.) I believe the songs have been
recorded alsoe.

I'Mw#e in touch with you as soon as I have more news,
I do hone you and the family havewonderful holidays.

Very sincerely,

JS2bj

P, S¢ Are the papers on A WREATH FOR UDOMO on the way
back to me?

JeSe
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Curtis Brown’ Ltd' LONDON NEW YORK

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

November 21, 1957

Peter Abrahams, Esqe

Public Opinion

2 Torrington Road - Kingston
Jamaica, British West Indies

Dear Peter:

I'm glad to send you dramatization agreement
with William Branch covering A WREATH FOR UDOMO., You will
recall I wrote you at some length about Branch a while back
sending you a resumé of his background.

He is most enthusiastic about the book and is
only thinking of it.as a top drawer production.

If you find the agreement in order will you
kindly sign the ecopies and return three to me, keeping
one for your files,

I'm also sending you an exemption form 1001A-UK.
Will you kindly complete and sign where indicated and return
both copies to me.

I do hove things go well and you are not working

to0 hard,
Very Vrely,
88

Jo Stewart

Best regardse

JS:bj /O

BTIC . vV
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Curtis Brown, Ltd. Lowbox  NEW voxx

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

October 2L, 1957

Peter Abrahams, Esqe
Public QOpinion

2 Torrington Road
Kingston, Jamaica
British West Indies

Dear Peter:

You will recall some time Age I, wrote you regarding
William Branch's interest in adapting for the stage A WREATH
FOR UDOMO. There was a delay for some time and we have
finally agreed on a contract and it is now being made up. As
soon as this is done I will be sending you copies for your
signature,

I haven't ¢heard from Christopher Manos recently on
MINE BOY, but I expect IZ\will shortly. I hope this finds you

in tip top health. More soon.
Vegi%gincer 1y,

Jo tgwart

JS1bj [
" /



Curtis Brown, Ltd. e

A
LAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

February 25, 1957

Pt b #E
{"ﬁ, VSR .
o

Dear Peter:

I hope a letter is on its way to me about:
William Branch's interest in adapting A WREATH FOR °
UDOMO to the stzge. His agent has just called me: again
for Branch has something else on the fire #nd is most
anxious to know whether your novel will be avallablee
Will you let me¢ kilow how you feel apouf phis. Frem °
the background material A 'sent you oM\ Bramch it might
be a good move to leu him Have a gé6 atWite -

Slnce WIlthg you, la*tfIM™e talked to Chris
tlanos and he “said the scrlpt 8611 had a couple of Bhags,~ y g -
in it, but he expected giedl td, Be ironed out soon and he
would send on' @ script fér Weus. He had exciting news 6 ot
for he told me that @ contract with Duke Ellington was \ </ & 2 «/
in the processiof: being otiated. Let us hope it e s
is brought to admgpy cohclusion. ¥ewowiliyrecell they
were thmnhlna of Wililiam Warfield for Xuma, but feel he
is not young (?rﬂﬁhV501aﬁlv attractive) enough.: jSidney
Poltler hag"bgén in their thoughts, but I do notknow if
he sipgs. &f éll of this jells, it should be most ex-
citing. +

I hope this finds you well. Please let e
hear from you on A WREATH4OR UDOMO. ®
o

/
-~ '
4

FrasRen

Beét,

o

("M Yarry) /—“{5‘1 )

Peter Abrahams

Jo Siéﬁart
_Public Opinion & .\V :

2 Torrington Read
Kingston, Jamaica
British West Indies

Se



Curtis Brown, Ltd. “Bw YoRK

ALAN C. COLLINS, PRESIDENT 347 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 MURRAY HILL 6-6170 CABLES: BROWNCURT

MRS. SEWELL HAGGARD
NAOMI BURTON

November 30, 1956

Dear Peter:

I have taken the liberty of suggesting that
a Reader's Digest editor who will be in Jamaica from
December 2nd to 9th get in touch with you. It is
Frederic Sondern, Jr. who is their specialist in European
politics and federal law enforcement subjects. I am sure
you will like Fred. He is a most interesting and charming

person. He will be accompanied by Mrs. Sonderne

He plans to check in at Kings House.
I hope things go well. I hope to be sending
you the play script of MINE BOY shortly.

Best regards.

Very ‘sj‘?n‘cere.i.y 3
v

Jo Stewart
Peter Abrshams, Esqe & -
1202 Constant Spring Road
Constant Spring P. O.
Jamaica, B.W.I.

MEMBER OFE?OCIETY OF AUTHORS' REPRESENTATIVES
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