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~est I ndian Information & 1elfare Service, 
34 , St. Peters Street, 

I SHich, 
ast Anglia , 

Engl and , Euro pe. 

22nd ugust, 1956. 

Dear I.Ir. Abr ahams , 

I was very pleased to see you on !1 on.day . I am sorry 
t hat you were unable t o exten d the time of your visit to the 
Ipsrrich ea as I was looking forward to the privilege of 
introducing to you a s many '.,' est I ndians as possible, to show 
you t hrough all t he accorJ1IJ.odations operated by t he Service and 
to introduce to you est I ndians who i n t he like manner a s 
Mr s . Smith have purchased t heir homes through t he facility of 
the V· est Indian rvelfare Service. 

I am sorry too t hat time was not enough ,i,;o enable me 
t o explain in detail to you t he pru.·chase and lease housing scheme 
operated by t he ' Jest I ndian V1 elfare Service. 

Under t his scheme expensive dwellings are being made 
available to 1Jest Indians at cost withi n their earnings hous es 
to let, situated in and around i ndustrial centres are very 
expensive, rent per V1 eek r ang es from £5 . 5 . 0 to £12 . o. O and 
over . Alt hough 1/Jest Indians are earning from £4. o. O to £14 . o. O 
:9er week and sometimes more t he ma jority can not afford to t ake 
on t he res ponsibility of properties at t hes e prices in view of 
the f act t hat d·uring illness the statutory allowances of t he 
I.Iinistry of National I nsurance and of t he National Assistance 
Boar d incorporated is nowhere near t he minimum req_uested for 
f urnished dvrnllings . 

In Britain a workman is not eli0 i ble fo r rationa l 
Insurance benefi ts ~L~t i l t he completion of 26 weeks employment. 

This being so t he ••✓ est Indian who is taken down ill 
before his 26 weeks service can only apply t o t he National 
As sist anc e Board for financ i a l assistance. The amount obtainable 
cannot meet t he cost h ~,tsati sfactory standar d of living for 
West Indi ans . 

This being so I establi shed t he West I nd i an Velfare 
Housing Scheme vii t.h an aim to a cq_uire in and around i ndustria l 
centres available dwellings . On occupation t hese dwellings a:re 
being Let to ·r est Indians in Fl ats, Rooms, and Beds . 

furnished Fl at is cor pris ed of 
l Bedroom. 
1 • eception oom. 
Us e of Kitchen. 

11 
t Bath . 

Beddi ng mater i als and Kitchen utensils . 
Occupants find t heir own gas and elect ric . 
Price 70/ - per week . 

Ro oms Furnished Beddi ng materials , use of 
-:{it chen and Bat h r i t chen 
Utensils. Gas and lectric 
Price fo r couple 42/- per 

single 35/ - 11 

found. 
v✓ eek 
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Beds to Let 

Two beds to ea c room 
beddi ng materials use of 
kit chen and bat h . 
Gas and Electric fo und . 

22nd ugust , 1956 . 

Price 25/- per week ea ch bed . 

rhe Service Gr ant t he f r ee us e of El ectr ic Irons 
Re.dios and ~ ;diagr ams. 

The Ser vice operates Social Centres for fest I ndians . 

_e principal obligation of t h e Service is to find 
fruitful employment and appropria•~e living ac commodation for 
\ est I ndians . 

Tomorrow Thursday t he 23rd. of August I am hoping to 
t ake six redundant Vest I ndian Vlorkers wit h me in s earc h for 
new j obs . This will be my firs t trip since the s pread of 
redundancy in Britain. I will be calling at t he followi ng 
pl aces Bury St . Ed unds , Norwich , Newmar ket and Cambridge . 

_[aj or i t y of t he '{est Indians who are expecting t he 
·termination of t heir engag ement have alrea dy call ed on me. 

There are approxi mat ely 75 i est Indians affected . 
I believe t hat wit hin three weeks t he maj orit y if not all will 
f i nd employment , it may not be possible for me to find each 
~ es t I ndian the job he is accustom to perf orm, therefore if you 
could in any respect inform 1 /es t Indians a t home t hat c i r cum­
st ances in Britain could change t heir desires it woul d---I believe 
obviate f r ustration . 

I wish for you a sa fe and happy voyage. 

Best \ i shes. UWI L
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