Abgtract

Detween 18507 and 1834 the slave population of Jameice
decrensed obeolutely, become increasingly feminime,
coloured and Creole, and wee dominated by em 0ld group
of Afvienns ond o growing group under twenty yeavre of
ages Ao coffee plontations and other omell properties
were sbandoned the slaves were moved to conotel suger
estates, and henoe the sire of the sversge slave~holding
incrensed, Noughly half of the sleves were located onm
ouger estates in 1832; there the rate of natural decrease
wao, in general, at o moximum, whercas the slaves on
coffee and pimento viantetions, and on pens, were increasing,
Zhe demogrephie strueture veried between the land use
types, btut the rete of natural incresse wes ecoentislly
e function of the taske requived of the slaves, Change
in the size and structure of the slave population vas a
basic couce of diversification in the -attern of land

end labour use,

Ceeupetional allocatione were based on demographie
cheracteristice--—gex, colour, age, birth~place and
heelth, The planters ideslized & slave work-foree ‘ominated
by black meles, aged between twenty ond forty-five
years, Thue the sbolition of the slave trade placed
great strees on the flexibility of the eystem, and the
planter hed to support large proportions in relatively
unproductive occupations, or found ineressing numbere
of female, aged and coloured sloves in his field ganse.
The dimimution of the slave population was related to
e decline in total cutput, but it is more Aifficult to
demonstrate a relationship between demerraphic structure
ond “produetivity,® For the slaves, demegrarhic change
meant that their expectatione within slave soolety were
less often fulfilled, In the towne they could escepe by
running away or being mememiged, but the rurel slave
saw no edvantages in freedom oo long as society wos
founded on slavery, and the stresces within the system
led to open rebellion,



