Ronald Barford

Chancellar, the banking industiy is a ship that sails stouny seas.
Gale force winds blow canstantly acvass its decks. There is
biguidity xisk eating away at its hull, interest wate wisk at its bow
and credit 1ish perpetually threatening its stexn. Jt therefore
matters much that the Captain has a steady hand, a brave heart
and a sclier mind. Jt alse helps when he has a vision that
perceives well beyand the hatizan.

Ronald Farferd has steod at the bridge of the nation’s most
stabile banf for the last decade. The institution now called
‘Republic Bank’ has been part of the nation’s histony for 175
years and he has sewed thiough its wanks for 5O llustrious
years.

A Fellow of the UK Chartered Jnstitute of Bankers, the Tnstitute
of Banking of ITuinidad and TFebage and the Carililiean
(ssociation of Banking and Finance, he has feld Chaivmanships
of the Barbadas Naticnal Bank Tnc, Repubilic Bank Iuinidad

Recent nevelations abiout banks and bankers bath here and
elsewhere, could taint cur image of thase in the banking industry.
Stylack, the exacting and mean Shaftespearean character, would
have added to this cenvenient stereotype. Despite what we may
have learnt from literature, here stands an heonourabile, modest
and exemplarwy man; a banfer wha has contritiuted much, not just
to banking, locally and 1egionally, but much te cur society as a
whole. s Chainman of the UWJT Develapment and Endowment
Fund for 14 of its 20-year existence moxe than 1,700 schalarships




have been awarded and 317 million in assets accumulated. I his
Fund provides an apportunity to those whae wauld etheuvise have
been left behind. PBesides his business acumen, fe is alse a man
with aesthetic ideals. Central Port of Spain weuld have been an
eyesone but for his intervention. Fe led the drive to fund the finst
phase of the salubivious Brian Lara Premenade — now a focal
paint for sacialisation and wespite in the middle of the cammencial
the Umerican Feundation of The Univensity of the West Tndies
and the Jnstitute of Banking and Finance of Iuinidad and
Jabage. In 2010, he received from the Gavernment of Trinidad
and Jcliago. the Chacania Medal in Gaold for meritarious sewice to
banking and business.

Chancellon, J present ta you Ronald Farferd and invite you, by
the authority invested in you by the Council and Senate of Jhe
Univewsity of the West Jndies, ta confer upan him the degree of
Dactor of Laws, Aeravis causa.
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