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Some pom ers e to

ensure that

M L1040

pan

stays beautiful

OPEN letter to Arnim Srmth President of

Pan Trinbago.

While the tumult and the
shouting still rage, it is im-
portant to shed some light
and draw attention to the
fact that all the evidence
required to arrive at a just
assessment of the perform-
ance of Catelli Trinidad All
Stars Steel Orchestra re-
sides in the recorded version
of the test piece “Fire .and
Steel-Ode to Yo Yo" on the
night of the finals, October 4,
1986.

o e o syl o
can easily be ﬂtabhshed wluch band
performed the work with the great-
est fidelity to the score, particular-
dv,;mnrelatwn to the parts for snare

cymbals and bass drum. Spe-
cific instrutions were given concern-
m,q the drum parts.
tis not a question of crying ‘sour
grapes;' but of seeking tro focrtfxs on
one unportant of perform-
— the fazmm xecution of a
gwenscore—-ie playing what is
written. No more needs to be said.
1 feel t it is in the interest of
the Pan Festival for considertation
to be given to the following areas:-

Important Elements

1. ADJUD[CAT]ON Pan Trin-
bago, as of the Pan Fes-
tival, have responsibility for pro-
viding the judges they employ with
unequi guidelines for adjudica-
tion, to ensure uniformity of ap-

Egnch to in the interest of
play towards

- 2pd oompentors
or exan are no specifics
the mg: mﬁm;nn 20 Marks”

or “Interpretation and General Ef-

| fect — 50 marks?"

To ignore inuportant eJemean of
rhythm such as steadiness,
andvanety:stofautopointthe
importance of these constituents to
the jud(;e:f and thus to deprive con-

the opportunity 1o
marks for observing elements of the
rhythrmc texture of the work per-

In add:tion to omit specifics from
Interpretation and
General ect, even by fm.lmg o
allocate points under each of the
headings (say Interpretation 40
P)m General effect 10 points) is
the orsamsers to abdicate u;.;
responsibility to competitors,
to expose their performances, with-
direction, to the subjectlve
Judsmmt of the a&iudwam to the
extent of half available

Types Of Works

Far be it from me to impugn
either the competence or the in
rity of the ju
but I feel m
mmpentorsdmrvemlmslhantu
be assured of
ed adjudication based on acceptable
tena.

cril
'I'here is a sufficient oumber of
mpetent musicians available in
the country to provide Pan Trinbago

F ooy that serious

intelligent and inform- .

with advice on critena for assessing
Rhythm, Interpretation and Gener-
al Effect. These musicians ought to
be consulted on the matter.

2. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE FES-
TIVAL. It would seem desirable to
reasses the rationale for the types
of works comprising Festival music,
especially in view of the criticism
from some quarters about the
amount of ‘classics’ played. For inst-

ance;
(a) CALYPSO. No one would argue
that calypso should be eliminated as
one of the offerings, for reasons
which are well known and too numer-
ous to be stated here.

Suffice it to say that the tradi-
tonally close association between
pan and calypso makes it including
essential.

A Showcase

(b) TUNE OF CHOICE. The inclu-
sion of this offering is necessary to
to all competitors
extend their musi-

iy I stimil
c!anshm. a.ngnr‘r‘) enable competitors

to select a work in which they feel
they s?élnll excel — a showcase for

ther ;

(c) TEST PIECE. If there is to be
a Test Piece at all, then it could well
create a long-awaited opportunity
for Pan 'Im% to commission
works in the ribbean’ musical
idiom scored expressly for pan.

Over time, such commissions
would contribute to orie of
Festival music spec:ﬁ y compese
for pan, and thus satisfy a signifi-
cant need in the country which
claims to be the ‘home’ of the steel-
band, but somehow neglects to take
the action uired to establish and
maintain its claim.

All that competitors require of
the test piece is that accurate
copies of official score be made
available to them, and we have the
technology in Trinidad and Ti
to produce printed copies of
musical score.

A Caribbean-style test piece
ww.ldalsobeananswertothepubl—
ic’s criticism of the predominance of
classical music in the Festivals.

1 trust that the above comments
will be taken in the spirit in which
they are intended, namely as my
contribution o ensuring t “Pan
is Beautiful.”

FITZGERALD JEMMOTT, Musi-
cian.




