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Studies  on Cassava Bacter ia l  B l ight  indica ted  the  presence  of  the  disease  

in  a l l  cassava  growing areas  of  Tr in idad.  The inc idence  of  the  d isease  was  

found to  be  re la ted  to  t o ta l  ra infa l l  and i t s  d is t r ibut ion dur ing the  wet  season .  

Highly  speci f ic  ant iserum produced to  the  pathogen was  used to  

conf i rm the  ident i ty  of  CBB samples  col lec ted  throughtout  f ie lds  in  Tr in idad.  

Also ,  the  ant iserum was used in  s tud ies  on the  d isseminat ion of  the  pathogen 

in irrigation and flood waters. Using this technique Xcinthomonas campestris pv 

manihot is  w as located  a s  f ar  as  300m from an infec ted  f ie ld  and speci f ica l ly  in  

a  water  ca tchment  area .  This  finding could  be  used to  expla in  the  local  spread 

of  the  d isease .  

F ie ld ,  greenhouse  and t i ssue  cul ture  t r ia ls  were  conducted to  determine 

the  degree  of  res is tance  in  several  local  and impor ted  cassava mater ia ls .  

Resul ts  ind ica ted  that  severa l  var ie t ies  par t icular ly  Point  Fort in  Fine  Leaf  and 

CMC 40 showed high levels  of  res is tance  and gave good yie lds  under  prevai l ing  

environmenta l  condi t ions .  On screening for  res is tance  us ing t i ssue  cu l tu re ,  a  

new method of  tes t ing  by de termining the  depth  of  penet ra t ion of  the  

pathogen in  ca l lus  t i ssue  was  inves t igated .  By th is  method i t  was  poss ib le  to  

separate  the  var ie t ies  as  ear ly  as  two days  af ter  inocula t ion .  The method 

appears  promis ing and is  r ecommended for  fur ther  s tudy.  


