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S U M M A R Y  .  

THE FIRST RE SULTS A RE PR ESENTED O F AN INV ESTIGATION 
UNDERTAKEN W ITH A VI EW T O D ETER]FINING THE IMPORTANCE O R OTHERWISE 
OF THE M OTH B ORER IN RELATION T O THE S UGAR INDUSTRY O F GUADELOUPE. 

THE FIG URES OB TAINED IND ICATE T HAT A L ARGE P ERCENTAGE OF 
CANES AR E ATTACKED A ND TH AT TH ERE IS A CORRELATION B ETWEEN THE 
NUMBER OF B ORER HOLES PER STALK O N T HE ONE HAND, AND T HE PE RCENTAGE 
OF JUIC E EXTRACTED, ITS SUCROSE CONTENT, GLUCOSE CONTENT A ND PU RITIf 
ON T HE OTHER. THE PERCENTAGE OF JUICE EX TRACTEB, ITS SUCROSE 
CONTENT A ND PU RITY W ERE L OWERED A S THE NUMBER OF B ORER HOLES PER 
STALK INCREASED, WHILE TH E GLUCOSE FI GURES VA RIED I N THE SALE 
DIRECTION AS THE NUMBER OF B ORER HOLES PER CANE. 
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I N T  R O D U C T I O N .  

In the First Report of this Station (p. 23) Dash states: 
"The most destructive insect at present is the Moth Borer, Diatraea 
"saccharalis.  Attentive observations made on the cane going to the 
"mills "during the reaping season have revealed the fact that one 
"can hardly find an unattached cane. One can well understand how 
"the attacks of this insect raise the percentage of fibre and 
"lower the sucrose content of attacked canes, and as almost every 
"cane is attacked the importance of taking definite measures against 
"this pest is quickly recognised*" And again, on page 29, the 
same worker states: "This insect is spread over the whole island 
"and is responsible for much damage." 

Kopp, on the other hand, does not consider the borer a 
very serious pest in Guadeloupe. In the Seventh Report of this 
Station (p. 28) he says: "The borer continues to be the most 
"serious enemy of the cane but i ts damage is relatively tolerable. 
"There are, however, hardly any fields that are free from it ,  and 
"one might even say hardly any clumps. But if  one observe the 
"damage i t  causes to the large canes, i t  will be noted that i t  is 


