
Pan gets pride of
place at til

Unitedpf
TRINIDAD and Tobago may noTnave a fr6n*f row, centre sea
at the,United Na|ipnsJ|̂ ut^
abljr ori th§sparibbe4^M|M.ori's g '̂̂ o the UN —^ two steel pans/f
on a^iMrd.:f^)or c'Qmd\4M^fts to the-UN community's Ne :̂ Ydrfef
headquarters. •/ V d *$•• ?"r ' . • ' ; . ' • ' ' " : . ' " ' - ' " ' ;v;.;'"-':'' • ; ' " ' ' , ' -—"el

Journalists ftprh arbuftdthe region who visited the UN as part
of a reporting; tbUr of ,W,a.s'hih t̂Qn arid New (Y6rk recently (facil-1
itated by the tJS Er^assy^might have found the two silvery tenorj
pans; somel^atiferlgrrl^ Idbkihgarnid the offerings of gold arid::j
pearl ornamepts^j&iD^iEasteirrfc Cpuritri^s), ivory carvings (Asia)?
and gigantic woven hangings fEast^rri European states) > A !

But the pans hold pride of place, since hot all of the 189 UN
members have contributed gifts^ and the Caribbean is among the
fairly small numbef of states that;have done so.

While Barbados., the Bahamas arid cither Caribbean nations
have seats up front in 0e;|iuge UN General Assembly hall (think
Naparima Bowl type se|ting, magijified hugely)> T&T's seat is '
two tiers back and to th| right, m^f

However, it does not rhitigate ffoili* the country's input. Not
only is T&T's New York mission, headed by Ambassador George
McKenzie and Yvonne Gitt^ns- Joseph (deputy Permanent Rep-
resentative), a beehive of activity preparing positions for pres-
entation at the UN, but T&T's iyork in thi| sphere has also been
lauded by Ambassador Betty King, tKe US representative on the
UN's Economic and Social Council. > f

King, born in St Vincehty has served as since 1997. She has a i
long record of public ani| ririvajke sector service; - :

Speaking from Switzerland in a satellite link-up with region-}
al journalists at Washingtbri's JPoreigh PreS^ Gentre, she Said:«
"You (in T&T) have to be proud jf your presence at the UN, Am- *
bassador McKenzie's deputy (Mrs Gittens- Joseph) headed the f
third committee last year in the Genera!Assembly and in that i
capacity she was responsible for putting together all issues of ?
human rights. And she did a very; very good job of that. She was ;

the point person on all of those issues and represented your coun-1
try very well."

She said: "I would say that it is precisely in that area that T&T
leads countries of its size because it's a very outspoken propo-
nent of human rights and an advocate of this; not only in the
Caribbean but also aroUnd the wprldr

"Another area in which I think you lead, which is also related
to human rights, is on questions of the judiciary and justice and
international justice organisations etc. That's where your lead- j
ership is. I know Ambassador McKenzie is also very interested'
in development and talks very much and promotes lots of ideas
about how the Caribbean can benefit more from the globalised
economy," Ambassador King added,
" ••"<-. ,•:—--• •


