
NEWS RELEASE 

Committee of Women f or r r osras s 
P .O. BOX 277 
Kingston 19 

23rd October , 1983 

The Committee of v ome:1 f or Pr ogress is shocked and horrified a t the news that 
the Jamaican Governn1ent ho.s begun t o take steps t o use Jamaican soldiers to 
invade Grenada alonGs i <l e J . S. mar i nes and some Caribbean countries . This move 
can only mean mor e bl oodshed and ki lling of thou.sands more innocent men , 
women and childr en. 

Any genuine eff orts at r L _'.-:-,c:Lns t he danger to the Gr enad ian people would surely 
look towar d a mor e hum(..;.rh ... 3.nc: sober ·approach. This r equires firstly 9 efforts 
to ge t the true f ac t s , eL .Jecia lly t o ascertain whether the new government is 
bringing down hruta l i t y en the Grenadian people or whether ca lm and normalcy 
is being r estored . Secondly , a ll efforts at diplomatic m~asures must be fully 
exhausted prior t o th use c f f orce . 

The CWP calls on all well·-thinki ng Jamaican women , individuals , churches, 
trade unions and or f anis:1.tions , r egar dless of our c! if f erent views and our .common 
pain on r ecent devel opments in Grenada to call on the Jamaican Government t o 
immediately withdr aw J ama i can sold i ers from this ha t eful carnage and invasion 
of our sister Caribbean p,.::ople. We shculd call on our Members of Parliament 
our or ganisa tions nnd in l i ·J i dunls t o protest this dastar~Uy act. 

Jamaican soldi ers and th: i r f ami lies must also r esist any efforts t o be 
used to kill or be killscl in this senseless invasion a.ea.inst their Caribbean 
brothers and sister s. 
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Linnette Vassell 
Co-ordinator ~ COMMITTEE OF WOMEN FOR PROGRESS 
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The death of Cde Maurice Bishop and several other Grenadian sisters and brothers 

in the crisis that has emerged in that country has brought deep grief to the 

Committee of Women for Progress. 

We like vast numbers of Jamaican women have come to have and appreciate the 

Grenadian revolution because, -in face of continuing difficulties, their Peoples 

Revolution has brought concrete benefits and gains including reduced unemployment, 

improved education, maternal and child care, and upliftment of the status of 

women. 

These gains are however gravely endagered by threat of external intervention and 

economic blockade. In these conditions women and children will suffer the most: 
- · 

Vengence, hostility economic blockade-and....anned_intervention cannot h~l~ the -people 

of Grenada. 

That is why we call on Jamaican women and people to reject any such measm:es, which 

can only bring more hardship 0n the Grenadian people. We appeal to the Jamaican 

Government not to initiate or support any call or action for intervention in 

Grenada. 

No one but the Grenadian people themselves can solve their problems, in the same 

way that it is we the Jamaican people who must solve the deep economic and social 

problems which plague us. 

We extend the deepest solidarity with the N"!.tional Women,s Organisation of 

Grenada and the Grenadian people, particularly at this most difficult time. 

Signed; 

.......................... 
L. Vassel. 

Coordinator. 
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