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MERE TOLERANCE — OR INDIFFERENCE — WE HAVE FOR PAN MUSIC '

8y LENNOX GRANT

Pﬁumk‘s Trinidadians hear as muek pay as
they can take [n the two months or so that con-

stitute the Carnival season.

Pan which is omnipresent and heard all the

tim? during this bulld up season retrests into
what I8 2 kind of ferced nermitage alfter Ash

Wednesday.

As absurd a3 it may secm, pan does becoame
2 strange and novel sound in the land of the

token around the pan yards
during Jamsary and
Febrwary »ill have to con-
temt himsai{ with records
or the =ad Mitle aggrega-
tions e may escosmter in
night chbs around town,

Let bim go to any of the
dance halls pszzie over the
paradon thad e steeiband
= our own music — doesn’t
form any staple pari of our
regular musical diel.

And he'll see that there
a.ra ng;uss!ve more

When pecple don't have
&0 worry about payling them
o accommodating thelr
bulk i's all right But
otkerwise it isa’t worth the

odd chrch-bazaar or {ree

It seems
we can take
just so much

being able to mz2ke a living
off pan in the land of the
ma. Happily, the time (s
jast when steelbandsmen
as r body are unemployed
siherwise, Now thai paa-
men come from different
levels of the society there
are many who can do better

and who are panmen only
for the love of it

It is this “love of it™ that
keeps the pan world alive
for tes months of the year
when activity isbeta
shadow of the pre-Carnival
commotion.

Which msakes the paomen

willing to piay for free -
just to be heard.
But which also makes

goes, is something wecosld
always get in our backyard
and which we don't have W
by

and
little groups called combos
hat effectively manage o
upstage pas for all bt two
months or 5o of the year.

HARD CORE

What ksppens to the

of panmen you
see in the sireets om Car-
nival &7 In all the
steelbands the story is the
sam

The mumlers are just so

attribote it all totheamaz—
ing penchant of Trinidad-
fans todeny their own.
Others like Junios Pouchet

Well there area’t really,
and §f a steelband were lo
be engaged in every dance
fat mkes place during the
year there would still be
factors isherent in every
steel band to militate
agalinst Hs being
ecaxmieally [easible.

Ti hass't yei reached the
stage (thanis Godl) where
people positively dislike the
steellard sound as an
everydey thimg. Nor will
they mot attend 2 fete at
which 3 steelhand is playing
for that reasom,

But last yesr's festival
was for the most part
poorly stiended, Steeiband
records hardly havea com-
parable loeal market with,
say, sonl mrisle,

Nevertheless, a crowd
quichly draws round a
steeiband playing In Wood-
ford Syare onan after-
poot A there will be
large crowds at other fres
concerts s the Rock
Gardeas or In  Princes
Bullding Grounds ona Sun-




