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New book shares Indo-Caribbean feminist ideas

A new collection of essays
on Inde-Caribbean feminist
thought is being launched
lomorrow (Toesday, May 16)
frodm é- 8 pim al the Facally of
Law Anditorium and the Insti-
tute Greens at U'WT, 5 Augos-
tine. Mamed Indo- Caribbean
Feminist Thought: Genealdg-
ﬂr'\i, Theories, Fnaclmenls,
the book seeks to answer the
question of how Indo- Carib-
bean descended women and
menare dorwing on the nego-
Hations of earlier generations.

The publication brings togeth-
erexplorations of Indo-Caribbean
and deoagla women's involvement
inliteraiure, art, education, biog -
raphyy, Mariamman puaja, carmival,
baby afbams, celebrity, online
identities, activism as well as
discussions of Indo-Caribbean
masculinities and international
rapper Micki Minaj, to show just
horw this is happening.

The book was edited by Dr
Gabrielle Hosein, Head of the
Institute of Gender and Devel-
opment Studbes at the Unfversity

of the West Indies, 5t Augustine,
Trinidad, and Dr Lisa Outar, an
Independent Scholar based in
the United States, but orlginally
from Port Mourant, Guyana. 1t fea-
tunes essays by three generations
af scholars and activists working
bath in the Caribbean and in the
[Haspora.

The collection looks at a whole
mangeof thinking shout pender and
ferminism from the time of inden-
{ureship bo present, and focuses
not on relatlonships lo India bat
rather on the unique versions of
Indlianmess and femdnism to be
found in the Caribbean. 11 offers
perspectives froem Guyana, Trin-
idad, Guadeloupe, Martinique,
Canada, the United States and
Manritius.

This boak i the first to trace a
genedlogy of the conteibutions In-
dio=Caribbean women have made
to Caribbean feminist epistemol -
ofy and o post-indentureship
feminist thought.

“Through examinations of I -
erature, activism, art, biography,
scholarship amnd public sphere

practices, the collection highlights
the complexity and richness of In-
do-Caribbean engagements with
feaririem and social justhes " write
the prublishers, Palgrave Macmillan
115, on their website,

With an introduction by INNT
feminist becturer Gabrielle Ho-
sein, 17 writers each have thedr
own chapter. Topics range from
highly scademic ones te others
which miy promise a mone &¢-
Cegtible reading experience for
the general public, such as Andil
Golsine’s section called My Moth-
er’s Baby: Wrecking Work After
Indendurethip.

Chaplers inclode: Mind Death,
arvd a Rebirth: Talking the Cross-
ing in Shani Mooteo's Moving For-
ward Sideways Like 2 Crab, by Tuli
Chaftterfi; Jahaji -Bshain in Carrival
by Bavita Singh; Indo - Caribbean
masculinities and Indo- Caribbeamn
Feminisms: Where Ane We Now
by Rhoda Reddock; Wicki Minaj,
Iwdian Ifnfvisibhality, and the Par-
adox of Dougla Feminism by Sue
Ann Barratt; and From $tigma te
Shalcti: The Politics of Indo-Guy-

anese Women's Trance
and the Transformative
Potentials of Ecslal-
fe Goddess ‘Worship
in Mew York City by
Stephanie Jackson,

The book explones
how music and liter-
ature have presented
Indian masculinity and
what the legacies of the
plantation are for In-
diznmen. With regard
fo the role of the ars,
it looks st how artists
use the power of vis-
ualify to present their
peripectives, how 1n-
do-Caribbean women
in the disspora return
fo the regon far carmi-
val amed énvien Biow pap
joons lake Nickd Minaj
play with the category
of dougla,

“The oollection
therefore dlsd pro-
vides space bor the
ways that dougla

and mixed - Indian women have shaped  Indo-Canibbean Feminist Thought:
their own understandings of feminism Theories, Enactments will
and Indian identity, and how young  belaunched tomorrow at [WL
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derstand themselves in relation to the
generations that came before them,”
camments Dr Lisa Oufar.
Co-hasting the Tranklad book kunch
are the West Indiana and Special Col-
lections section of the Alma jordan
Library and the IIWT'S Institute for
Gender and Development Stoadies. The
book will also be laanched in Guyana
by the University of Guyana's Insti-

tute of Gender Studies in partnership
with the Women and Gender Equality
Commission of Guyana, om May 11 a1
the Turkeyen Campus and om May 12
on the Tain campus. Other launches
will take place in Queen's Mew York in
Jaky, and in Toranbo Later in the year.
{Sources: Linkersity of Guyana
newiletter and Uinhversity of the Wiest
Indwrs prigs rlidase)



