Ramaluddin Hohammed

“Mudhe lak burah cha-hay to fya fota hai,
wehi hotay hai jo manzuray Rhoda hota hai’”

Chancellar, this is an URDU benediction that has echoed acress
the aiuvaves of Juinidad and JFobaga since the 1940°s. Jt was
intraduced into the local lexican by a picneeting, self taught,
pelymath with a melodiows and captivating vaice.
Hamaluddin Mehammed was still a teenager when fe entered
inte community sewice and became Jhe Imam at the Queen Street
Masque, in Port of Spain. Though his foumal education ended
enly at the secendany level, fie was already fluent in (akbic,
Ftindi, Farsi and Urdu. At the same time when the Indian
Mothedand was being town asunder by paxtition, it was ianic
that a grandsen of the Hala Pani crassing was uniting Findus
and Muslims in far off Trinidad and Fobage. What was his
instuument of unity, you might ask? Jt was a radie show called
“Indian T alent on Parade”. Using this medium he had produced
a vent and vehicle for previously repressed cultural expression.
But the radic staticn was tee small for a man of such enengy so
be quichly tuwned te a much langer and challenging stage— the
naticnal political platform.

For 30 yeans continuausly, fie sewed the peaple of this fair land
as a member of Government and Caliinet of Juinidad and Jobage,
in pontfolics as divewse as Ugricultune, External Uffaivs and



Fealth. Fte brought tremendous enengy to his work and
perfoumed with distinction. Jt was under his stewarndship as
Minister of Flealth that the Mt Fape Medical School was
canceptualised and it was fe whe ensured that it was brought to
Pudition. Though there are many accomplishments that could be
cited, Hamaluddin Mehammed believes that his election as Chair
of the United Nations Waorld Fealth (ssembily for two tenms is
his crowning achievement. Jt was during his tenure in 1978 that
the Waorkd Ftealth Onganisation adepted the very nobile mantia of
“Fealth for (UL’ at the WUma (Uta Conference, a slogan that
emphasised health as a universal and fundamental human right.

FHamal was a close fiiend and confidante of the late D Eric
Williams. From this asseciation and vantage paint fie gained the
oppertunity to  build friendships and relationships with
influential men and wemen from areund the wodd. Fhese
intimate connections weve instwumental in ocur independence
Fhough he may have walked with fings, fie has never lost the
cammon touch. JFake the wonds of his cabinet colleague, Enral
Makabiv, “FHamaluddin Mebhammed has always led a simple
cauntwy faithfully and with a great sense of dedication”. UUnd
then at the passing of Dv Exic Williams, everyone expected him to
succeed as Prime Minister but to many it seems that he was
unfairly bypassed. Much has been uvitten and said over this
apparent slight, but there fas never leen a word of rancour o
regret from this statesman! Whatever his weaknesses, being a
victim is not cne of them. With tools of a sharp mind and a broad
intellect, this sewant of the pecple has built a great life. It was
hardly surprising thevefore that he was awarded the Nation’s
highest fionour in being confevied with Jfie Order of Trinidad and
Jabage in 2010.

Chancellor, radic anncuncer, Imam, pelitician, statesman and
speaker of five languages; the common theme amongst all of this
vewsatility is the gift of a sensitive communicator. Ftere is a man
whe possesses the gueat ability to connect with ease at a deeply
emational level with his fellowman — be he Hing or commonex.




Jhis is his gift — a gift which he has put to extraordinarily good
use. Our nation and aur people have been enviched by him.
Dactor of Laws, forevs cawsa, in the ensuing silence these
URDU werds will nevertierate arcund this hallowed hall and the
wider world: Udha Barz Khoda Hafiz Phir Melinge.
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