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Go Follow Your Dreams!

This is an excerpt of the address given by Chancellor of The UWT] Mr. Robert Bermudez,
at the Graduation ceremonies at the St. Augustine Campus from October 26-28, 2017,

v been tolbd il the gradhatbon coremonies 41 the S
Ampating Campus have been gronsing steadily over the
last deomde. Tn the acadbernic wear that jus eneded, 18327
sudents were carollal, bat there b samething che thal
camphk mw ove

Trinklad and Tobago i well known as a place al
mgny cultorrs 1t i 2 mesting place of nations, and the 51
Auguating Campus reflects this

Here we wre, round ing off the southern tip of the chain
al kkincls, aned we manape o slirsc 562 wlenis from
coniidries that are ol prdt of the contribsiing termited e, In
fact, those 562 shidents come [rom 55 different couniries!
It s e wonsder ihal Ehla CampEs and this coainsry ade
rich b diversity,

You sre leaving here today with a higher degree al
appreciathod of the diverse oultures thal ssinroand you; &
will stancd you b good stead.

As this phase of your life comes o @ cose, w0 does
anather begin, this i the natural oourse of rJl|:|1p. Yioua nee
o absoud b sl off on the gresies ol afveniuses - yosap
Bied Wit vou imake of this sdvesiure i entdiclly in your
Bands. You will ealy be Bmited by vour amblibon. 1 advise
ema B alim dof The dare - rial |'|Ir|-|: dwe willl dal The anly
regrets you are likely bo have in life are nast thie things. you
disdl, buik thse IJim.F_u that vou [eiled 1o do

Yo arw now Inslependent, You have the lools (o make
your way in the workd. For many. thiswall be the time whn
yous begin rearranging the virands of your life. Yom may be
besvimg home, finding a job, asserting your independence.

You lave been desciribend das miBennbals as !uu.'mg
a wemse of entitlement. ax nol having diwcipline. o being
scif-abarbed, [ know better. You suffer from o wosderiul
afffiction, W i called yomigh, You will prowe it erilics
wirtaing; you will be the besl of grnerations

Yo have now compleled this phase of your formal
colscation amnd will soomn hanee That piece of papaT o which
i have tidliod s hanl The plece ol paper 1 ol lhak
comseguence: whal (s of immense value is U education
which yom have obtained from sttending sniversity, The
abiligy to think eritkcally, o bearn. b of far greston value than
amy maderind possessinn, as i b e st which can never be
hoat or taken Drom yom, B shoukd be the aundation i
which you will baild youer lile

Do i allow anyose 1o ever Bell you thai you cani
achlove voud sinhltion, of 1o deoodnage vou fiom your
drcams. Walk away from thet advice. Believe in younell
Crin [inllow your dicams!

There will always be ohstacies in your lile, et you can
avercome them

The sory of o young wosman who s groduating this
vear willh Firnd (lass Hosors, Dabrvn .Jl.i.nFuulm.' 5 &
compelling cxample. Al the heginning af ber final year
at the Facubty of Schenoe mmld T.ﬂhn-ﬂ-u-.g'.-. her sister was
dl..q_-;ruued with canger, Plahimm ﬂmﬁud n:nllu.n!',, fun b
with her, Sadly, one year Liter she passd away Dahiym
wan w0 donetatod thal dhe consldensd ol completing her
degive. In her words:

'I'.I'::.[u.lr. dluprlmrﬂlr-llt and sadvess |l filled my
heart, and | mo Iunplr wanbed Lo conliense. | was confosed

“There is strength in knowing
where you have come
from, but we cannot allow
ourselves to be paralyzed by
our historical circumstance.”

amid felt that my leave of absener wan 0 no avail. | dil sia
help ber: | did nol save her” She pulled berelil togeiher
She did ot Lo jrive up

[hshryn b from Dominks ard cannol be with us
infay s she has been deali another blow, bt we can be
certain thal she has the srengih o rse b the challeng:
She ks an dmajperation®

We musd bévome mdaone desused ol aemselves and m
be afraid of change. We are o talented people but our past
| cefm Bl s iie ostie de b meni. There & ||.r|'r1!_|l1 in
hmiming whiene you lave come lmoas, bal we canmnol alkow
vurschves bo be paralvecd by our historkcal circumstance
We all came 10 these tlandks ander differemt conditions
W wre i lstsger vilha oair loeelalbers wer) we ore wha we
ke of oqerselves.

Yiwi afe aboild bo coler am Euiling worlil, idl ol
|I-n|l.|l'||lrt|rl.! 3 |'I.||;-fhh.|-rr:..1.'ru can make vour dreanys oome
tmae. Ty b woccewifil yoo have o be ourows, innovative,
analytical, o comaaicats well, be g team player and mos
importantly, you masl have strong ethiol values.

T b succeulul you have 1o be curkous, innovative,
anabvtical; you have 1o communicnte well, be a femm player
arnd rromesd m1|'h'|ri.1nlh'. woma meviak by itromg riklcal valaes

Alwayn define younclves by the substamoe of your
charaiier, As an oducated West bisdlan you hokl 3
responsihitity 1o your commaniy o proevide psislancs
o ihise wha howe bren ke fortinste. | woubd like b
T CIREr e cach al you o menbar & VEILEE - e Fsain w
wri oIl yomr Ihrl,p r|1|“|1I fal. That way vou will make our
el e eronger aned o societies batted

A thee prasid b aadadl, = Thie gresties of o parani b rol
b hame mnuch wealth be aequibees, bist bn his inlegrity sl
hik ability o aBect thowe amouind Rim posibivce

| wowld like 1o see 3 remewed semse of G
|mp|.u|.uhl.5l|l1 Chr M.I.'.lhj our Eistody, owr alge, oar
culiure ansl our sconomes give us reasom o conalier
cach olher as ambly

This Unfversdty, spread as Bl b8 scross the noghon,
rrpresenis @l of owr commonalities ssd all of our
dilferenves. You are i pari al the ITWT family, use B o
youar shvaniage

Your graduation & a time 10 rpoke 1o colchrmie
yor wigcoss with your family and friends B represents a
cromanoad in your lives, and the lives of your parenis, your
pritliiis and &ll ihose wha haie pliyeld o part |6 getbing
woua b this [eniind

Thiesie wha sappsoerted yow on this jourmey have raech
b b preisd ol today, thih b @ misch thelr siccos it a
yoirs, hever Lnderestimale the huge contcibution that
your amidy and Irends makie b youir socoess,

We should relleci for 3 maoment on the d.:rn.'ln:- Ehiait
b betent e Vo v ety islands as @ comseuence ol

Hurricanes g and Marks, along with the massive
flooding kn Trinddad. B reminds i of how susceptible we
ary (o chimaile change and natural disasion.

The responss lo these crises have reassured os that we
are & CArig r-ﬁ.iph:.

in Grenada, after the gradustion ceremony lor ithe
Cipen Cammpus, | was asked o sipgn o grodusibon booklel
bt Temna Flavien, o 52 Luihmin gradiate i did ot akterd
the coremony. Tessa, who gradusied with a BSc in Soclal
Scienoes, Fird Cless Moo, dionsted the maney she had
sl asicle B come 10 hier gracaation o the relied efort in
Dominkes. T hay st sn example for all of us, of wliles
beanderahipy, mnad we all gongratalate her oday!

We ko the rebuilding process will be boog snd hard,
busl mcts like thee L-:'q'l'm simng.

Yiw e :nhu'rlling; the problems amd e ||||‘1.I.H1.Fl al

yuiar conanbiies; Lhi |-rr.-,|'h.nu'h||:||l. I i Yo i i 1k Lew

Toduy as groduates of this Universily, you ate proosl
Wl Indians. B prepaned bo e foyour camimnily, your
counlry, your region. You huve the power snd opportunity
tis Bl e coientries ol pour dreims

1 wiish '|.'|-||.'..l.'-:it

Mr Andrew Marcano,
"Lord Superior”
Honodary Doctor of Letters (DL

Origlaally fmm Bio Clara, Mr Andiew
Marcana made his calypso debut s the
Victory tent in Porl of Spain. As ihe " Boy
Wonder™ he ehiared the wlajee wilh s ol
e blgpest naimes (n Lhe Bushnesss Spoller,
Splafire, Cypher, Pretcnider, Lod Blakie and
Lord Melody, The yesr was 1954 and tve was
jaxi | & years odd - the youngesi calypaonian
b prrfren bocally, He wiad an advocate for
calypsa thmugh stion amd in song. At the
age al 19 he helped o organiee o Bbiyooll of
L 1947 1.J|1-l'|u'| I-.;ms 1.:n4t1|1-|;|II.|u|!| s
calypso Brass Crown outlined the main
points of contention: the rackal angd ¢lass
diicrimination the mw the Calypsa King
receive et S0, while the lowees § lundor
Charmher) Carnival Queen winnor received
sgnifcainly mone The following vear. the
LCalypscy King s price was 81 000,

Lawe} Sperior was the first calypaonian
ta profest against the praciice of radio
satins and the sockty of relvainiag Frem
playing and svinging calyme during the
Lenlen seaeon.

In HEM, Lord Sesperior was honored
h_r UNESCO for ks 50 vears in ul'ql-m
and the Trinbego Unified Calypaonisn
Orrganieat bon’s (TUCO ) counbad him among
thae Towp 30 Calypeoaians of all thime. [n 2003
b wan honowred by the National Carnjval
Commislon (MOC) and by the Telnddsd
and Tobago Publivhers and Broadcaiiens
Ausnciaticin’s for bl robe (n the Bheralization
ol leecal broadeasting in Trimidad and
Tobsago, He was awsnded the Hamantighind
Aoleadal [ Stves) bn 2015
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Mr. Winsford “loker” Devine,
Honorary Doctor of Letters (DL

Mr. Devine prew ugp in Morme Diablo in
Sansthy Tirimvichac] wivere he plaped the el pan
il hin comanin’s busned anad learred 1he laskos
of reading and wilng mosic Helaion
Aparl from thal however, be ic a gell
1JII'._|:h| mumician. He aflended the Mosne
ablo B Schood, thien the %an Ferpando
Texhnicsl College. In his misf-twentis he
morved o Port of spaln whene he comlineed
io play psan and began o wrile sngs

Slr. Devine woirdd sorie his soags and
peian Ehim b0 sriiakes who camie o il 1 e
thosaprhl i was o gl il He read widely
froim different genses and has always had 2
keen mleresd o Clreend oflomor: chasy Hoses,
envirsnmenial dest ruciben, history, oty
anad el

He gave hilmuuell the sobriguat = fiker”
because he originaly intended o sing
s somg himesell. He necorded a lew; the
prophetic Progres, s origirally sritien
Tor hibmaslf il evendually be F\-uun! b an
1o King Awstin and the péal in histody, Thal
masterpiece contimics o toesonale with
sudicaces decades lober and wai hatled
Iy the Trinbage Unified Calypsonians
Chrgaelsatlom FTLC) as the sing ol thu
last millenniem

Alvhough il healih prevents e Devine
from writing as msch as be wicd 1o, in 2016
e shared his talons with poung smgiriten
an et of the Caltare [Nivisions .H:.nhﬂlm_;'_
by thee Masten programene. He received the
Hutmimbingbérd Medal [Silver) kn |90 for his
contritmliong L muakc and the ani

Mz, Hazel Brown
Honiorary Docior of Laws (LLD)

e, Brown's sctivism began in Diego
Martln in the laie 15ds, when o foemed
a il boirhsood gromip. Cartosiiy led ber io
kit Ll Hiond st saives Ao iatbin ool T bnidliael
and Tobago (HATTL which educaled
comurmeery and adwocated Tor their mghte
Shie became a |l|1|||1d1HF member ol 1he
Feleplaane Users Geoup, whikh epresenbed
consmers al the hearings lor tclephong
rates in 1971, She iook pard i similar
bcaringts on dectricity rales, bringing aboid
..h.an._h-- fo Use rale structiires lar baoik
utilities

s Brown was a luinding member ol
e Mtk ol W00 of Trimidad & Tibugo
for the Advancement of Women. The
Syetwrrk wan crealed im F9ES o coordinale
& natioial position By the Enad ol Decade
Cusnflerenice in Mabrobd ‘Thirty yeoes Later,
the Network represenls. more than 100
na-peoil | groups Hocused on womssns
Harmiby (seiass

Ghe o a foroer Secretary Genaral o
ihe Cammonwealih Womens Network
She co-foended TI8S = The Indormative
Ercastiecding Society. Her own health
Lh:llrnpi led Ber to lewm & pelwoek ol
medcal, immigration ssd other officiali o
belp cancer patbe aby b Gy hive soces
ta care i Trinklsd. She spearheaded the
wjrvenstion of the Eas -Side Mara in Por
o Spatis, wafliich P fales ent peprenseuribip
appotiEtities for hvwer- incoine womsen

Her publications inclmde & Suody of
[Habietes and Hypertendion in Women 25
vears apid over in Trinidad and I'rﬂl-.-p,u
and whe ¢o-authored the Role of Wirking
Women in Exrly Childhood Educanion in
Tirimidal arsd Tobaps

Professor Emeritus
Clem Seecharan
Hanoary Doctar of Letrers (Dl

Barn ot Palmyrs YVillage, Berbios, Guyuaa,
Profossar Scecharan attended the Sheet
Angchar Anglican School, the Berhice
Edmcational Institule, and Oueena Colbege.
He recedvind his BA (Soclal Anthrpology)
and REA (Social .'l..ﬁ“llllFu.lhl-_t!..'.l l|l.'|lrl'|l
from Ml Masier Ualversity o Canada,
and then taught Caribbean Sudies ab the
University o Gurana. He anained his
Pl &l e l.'n.l.rrs.ll:. il Warwich, wlsere
Foe wems ilee sl Jogioral ﬁr..uip.il‘: ol the
e Perspad Cervtre for Caribbean Sk
He was the Hess! o Caribdsean Sticlees a8
Lavichon Metiopolitan Lniversity from 1993
Ly 20002 anad sdsas bectuired o Lve Mliskoary' o
Wist Indies Crickes. bn 2009 he was awarded
8 Certificaie af Distinetion by the Ginans
."EJI Caimriviston (Londoal. [a 2002, ke
wits gvabded o Profosodribip b History a
thee Lowsionn Mctropolitan Univeniity, where
o i sy Ermervbus Prolessor of Flastory

Professr Seecharant publications
imchude “Thger In the Stards The Analomy of
Indan Achievement in Brigish Cokana, 1919
BF, Bechie "Houmd Cooly Bslical [n Briiish
Gudapa, 1E94- 15900 Muscular Learning
Cricket and Education in the Making ol
the Fritih Wt Indics at the End of the
1980 Contyry; From Ranji o Rehan: Cricker
and Indinn Mentity in Codonial Guoyona,
| - | eie, NEsaBes Dilids Shadoiw emet F1
Eharad: [helo-Cayanese Polites and Tdemin
1 &= | %) Finding Masell: Esnam on Race.
Podicy anid Coliusy

His Sweetening "Bitter Sugar':
fock Camphell, the Rooker Reformer in
Britieh Grolpmns, 19866, was awarded
Lhe preatigious Ihia Gevweds Price by the
Association of Canbbean Historlans in
25



