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I read your article yesterday with interest and
thank you for the many kind things that you wrote.

I do not write you this letter in. a spirit that
is even faintly quarrelsome. On ‘the other hand
I must comment on one aspect of the article.

You refer to my "changes" of ideological position
in terms that suggest sudden shifts in fundamental
beliefs. You take as your point of departure the
interview that I gave to Tony Verity in 1972 where
you correctly gquote me as expressing distrust for
ideological labels.

Interestingly enough, I did say this to Verity and
must plead guilty to a careless remark. Since
that time I have often explained that what I meant
was ideological 1labels unaccompanied by clear
definitions. :

I understand how it happens that people take the
Verity interview, put it along side the 1974
declaration of Democratic Socialism, then put both
beside the market economy commitment since 1989
and conclude that all of this is explained in the
simplistic way that your article suggests.

Admitting what may be a popular perception, may
I crave your indulgence while I share the salient
facts of an historical sequence.



Michael Manley

The most radical policy of a socialist type ever
offered to the people of Jamaica was that of the
P.N.P. in the 1967 election. I suggest you let
somebody resurrect the relevant pamphlet for you.

I was a member of the Policy Committee of the
P.N.P. which put together that programme and
persuaded my late father to accept it. He, in
turn, persuaded the Party, including some very
reluctant elements, to adopt it as our election
platform. David Coore was the Chairman of that
Committee with Allan Isaacs and Vernon Arnett as
two of the major moving spirits behind its leftward
thrust. I confess they were aided and abetted
by me and David Coore will confirm to you that I
told him at the time how good I felt about the fact
that this was a strong reflection of socialist
thought of the non-communist variety.

In that election the voters' 1list was so out of
date that no one under “twenty-three years could
vote and the constituencies were cruelly
gerrymandered. The P.N.P. lost by some one
percent of the popular vote and my father his last
opportunity to head a government . in the
independence era.

The P.N.P. had declared itself socialist in 1940,
a position which has never been reversed but often
ignored. Furthermore, it had never attempted to
define what ot meant by socialism and,
consequently, had often paid a heavy price 1in
bitter internal struggles about the meaning of
socialism itself.

In the aftermath of the 1967 election, when I was
turning my mind more and more to the political side
of the movement as I became Vice-President and
later Party Leader, I came to the conclusion that:
a) ideological terms were profoundly divisive if
they were not made the subject of serious internal
dialogue leading to some level of definitional
clarity.
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b) that political parties need ideological focus
or they can rapidly deteriorate into machines for
gathering votes and distributing benefits. (See

"Politics of Change").

Upon becoming leader in 1969, I, and the group with
me, decided that it would have been very unwise
to attempt to launch a process of ideological
discussion in the three years leading up to the
1972 elections. It 1is against that background
that I made the comment to Verity.

The 1972 election was held on February 29th. At
the N.E.C. meeting of, I believe, April) 1972, I
made a major speech outlining the two convictions
which I have just summarised under a) and b) above.
I <called wupon the Party to/ go back to its
fundamental declaration of 1940 and to devote the
necessary time and energy to trying to relate the
commitment to socialism to  the world around us so
that there could be ideological focus and a basis
for internal education.

I say none of this by way of self-justification,
because it 1is Sasy t& make the argument that
ideology is a waste of time, or that I should have
been concerned with other things! On the other
hand, you are bound to take a totally different
view of my own mental processes if you go back to
the 1967 election platform, my part in it and the
fact that within two months of winning the '72
election, I persuaded the P.N.P. to begin a major
internal exercise aimed at clarifying the socialist
commitment which we had made in 1940 and had never
rescinded and had often paid a high price for in
terms of internal division.
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The first ideological process took about two years
and led to the now. famous declaration of
"Democratic Socialism" in 1974. Far from Dbeing
sudden, the declaration came at the end of
intensive internal discussion involving different
levels of the party organisation and different
elements of the membership.

Ironically, and as i1f in conformation of my own
fears, even that declaration, with 1its careful
definitions, was to spark a major interpretational
gquarrel which raged over the next four years and
was only resolved when "Principles and Objectives"
was adopted, as I recall, in late 1978!

The period from '78 to '82 calls for no comment.
However, in the course of 1982 I began the long
and painful process that led me to conclude that
heavy reliance on state intervention in the economy
would not lead to effective and sustained
development.

My eventual acceptance of a genuine market economy
model as the form most likely to produce sustained
growth was not a sudden conversion on any road to

a new ideological Tarsus! On the contrary, as
people 1like Bogues and others in the Party can
attest, it was a long and difficult journey. Then
the acceptance of market economics by around 1988
led me to two resulting exercises. The first was

to persuade the Party of accept a market economy
model, not as a matter of rhetoric, but more as
a mechanism with a logic which has to be understood
and, hopefully, mastered. Again, there 1is the
evidence of speech after speech to the N.E.C., to
Annual Conference and other levels, working towards
clarification and understanding.
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The second exercise involved the attempt to explore
a conceptual framework with programatic
implications aimed at making the market model
consistent with the enduring socialist objectives
which we <can 1loosely label as concerned with

equality, empowerment and social Jjustice. My more
recent, "Compass", "Management of Change", and
"Role of the State" represent my attempts in this
area.

Carl, I do not for a moment pretend that I have
succeeded in any of this. What I do know is that
it is very hard to have spent so much of one's life
struggling with the problems of ideology in
practical politics, only to hve this dismissed as
some kind of ideological flip-flopping. i) is
ironic that the people who have worked most closely
with me in the course of this intellectual journey
often comment upon the consistency of the inner
commitment which has driven me  throughout my life.
On the other hand, I well understand popular
perceptions or the tendency of the pundits of the
press to trivialise everything. However, when
a social scientist of your stature appears to share
what may be a popular mis-conception, I hope I will
be forgiven this attempt to share the facts with
you 1in the hope. that they will give you a sense
of an unfoldin§ Wourney and what it really
entailed.

Kindest regardsv

. y / ps! (
A e

Michael Méﬁley

PLse Incidentally, i was intrigued by the
facility with which you dismissed another lifetime
commitment of mine, that to the struggle in
Southern Africa in general and South Africa 1in
particular. This is dispatched with a flick of
the wrist as "posturing".. As the French might
say: Mon Dieu !!!! . //
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Dear Mv. Abrahams,
Y

¢ &ngoing to urge you to spare the time.to read the enclosed oo

Release from the People's National Partyhswith the closest

3 ~
attention. s

I am< taking this a2lmost unprecedented step because 1 think that

the country is at a very grave crossroads, more grave than we may
g

realize. The.more I think oIQhe# implications of the events in

Rema, -including the failureyto bring out the Mobile Reserve, the

"failure to cordongoff the area with the -Army, the failure to N
N : :

Wecarch for the guily, @0d the failure to pursue the'terrgsists

into their strongholdd —-- the more 1 am convinced of the dépth of

—

the moral, political and legal crisdis that this implies.

411 of this, however, pales almost into insignificance beside the

behaviour of the country's Prime Minister in sitting down with
- | B b A

persons, who in overwhelming probability, are guilty of

terrorism, if not murder, and then dismissing the events as

. a : :
something which we can now foiget over a drink. We now face a it
eituation in which a large army of gunmen .have been mac:= to

‘- -

PRESING (1 M chec) Marl 10T PPOSIDENTSE Portia Qimpson, O,D. Ramtallie, S« . - < Mullings, Wir
CHNICM CE LT Py & SUT Y, CHAIRMAN. Bohby Jones, GENEKAL SECREL..<V: Paul P
BN RAL “§ . ¥, 3ANIS)NG: Dona. | Buchanan; TREASURER® Rovert Pickecsgill.
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February 2, 1988

Mr Peter Abrahams
c/o R J R
32 Lyndhurst Road
Kingston 5

Dear Peter,

I thank you for your fascinating discourse on
Sunday. You set the PNP in an international
historical context with telling effect. I diked
too your exposition of nationalism and nationalist
movements which set a tendency to hysterical
middle class response in a beautifully objective
context.

I particularly appreciated your call to the PNP

to resume a nationalist agenda with the injunction
to take that cause off the back burner. I must
assume, therefore, that you strongly approve of the
things we have been doing in the last three years
where we have persuaded the PNP "rank and file" to
accept a deliberate policy of national consensus

on Education, Health and Security. Equally, we:
plan to set up a National Council for Economic
Planning, pulling together private sector, trade
unions and farm leadership along with the political
and technical directorates which, again, reflects

a decisive move by the Party towards a national
rather than a partisan agenda.

contd 2/
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Mr Peter Abrahams February 2, 1988

Perhaps most important of all has been our single-
minded pursuit of peaceful cooperation together
with the repeated offers of cooperation in the
national interest with respect to the struggle
against drugs and crime. I think we are just
beginning to get acceptance for this.

I was happy to feel from your speech that these
are the directions you think we should take even
though it was not clear from your remarks that
you had noticed the enormous efforts that we have
made in this direction since 1985.

Again, please accept my warm thanks for and appreciation
of the fine tribute which interested everyone deeply.

Sincerely,

K’j L LA LW(



Michael an[ey ZCZY:MMW Close,
ston 10,

Ja)mu'a, (0/49)

November 28, 1984

Dear Peter,

You may have noticed a letter from
Horace Barber carried on the front page
of the Gleaner of last week. I.enclose
a photocopy if you missed it.

It may interest you to know that I wrote
a reply which the Gleaner managed to
decimate. A photocopy - of that is
also enclosed. Finally, I am enclosing
the letter that I actually wrote partly
because I want you to see it and partly
as an interesting indication of the
Gleaner's sense of journalistic fair

play.
Warm regards,

Sincerely,
//L U/hi/

Mr Peter Abrahams
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Barber on ‘gimmicks’

Foreign exchange “auctions™ in the sireer tathes
than the banking system could be the ourcome of a
tined eachange rare, the Governor ot the Bank gf
jamaica. Mr- Horace Barber, said in a lene®io th
tditor vesterday. f

Mr. Barber was sesponding 1o the critdisms ol
Mi. Michael Manlev, President of the PNPLabout
‘wimmicks’ in the auction svstem. Mr, Barber sad:

“Drear Editor: [

“lrois aTtruism that responsible peopic should

behave responstbly. The President of rthe People’s |

Nanonal Parny. Mr. Mighaclkiantay, stated in the
5

tssuc of The Daily Gleanepof November 22, 1984,
under the capion “Manley, rapt auciion ‘gim-

~micks™ that “the PNP Was agdtn demanding tha
the ancuon be @bandonedSapd call tor the ostab-

lishmeni of a fixcdivalue for the Jamacan dollar”
AMr. Manlev shouidavefstared also the condinans
tor such acnon wirhin the context ot 2 shanage of
toreign wachange ro meet thic demands of th

|

SSYSTEMISEOREIGN EXCHANGE RATIONING

.

[ Tauction” an the streets mather. than n the bunking

TAND GALLOCATION. . DETAILED . SURVE]

LANGEAT, PORTS OF ENTRY, WIDESPREAD
RRICE ~ CONTROLS, “AND . A HUGE Bl
REAVCRACY TO MAN THE ADBINMINISTRA
TIVE MACHINERY. :

Jamaican Seommuminy. - Condinon: which mddude
QUANRITATIVE RESTRICTIONS, TICENSING

“Without resources o defend a tined rate, other

defence mechanismis must be eniploved. A I‘ﬂ\\l“ll.
outcome couid be the ‘emargence ol wi
streer market toragn eaxchange  operanons  and

sstem.”

Dela Go [ emnndt
nglu'?‘f
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; N, Michael Mantew, prestdent ol the ¢lam thar there s or waes no

the  People’s Nanonal
~walled upon the Government ot the
‘ Bank of famaica, the Hono Horao

Baroer, 10 answer guestions i con
necuon with lamaica’s arrangement
with  the laternanonal Moneran
Fund.

W niung to Mr. Barber yesterday.
Mr. Manley asked him to answer the
following questions:

Durning your ast senies of talks
with the IMF 1n Washington. did the
Fund agree that Jamaica had passed
the 1984 September 1est on all
counts?

It tne answer 15 yes. where s the
Clearance Ceruticate for passing the
1est?

Alternauvely. if 1 has now been

l issued. wnat was the date of s

Parts. has

1ssuance? :

If tne answer s no. why has this
been concesled from the Jamaican
public and upon what do vou base

statement by AN

disagrecment?

as respondmg 10 3 | l

Barber, published
on November 19, in which the Goy
ernor of the Bank of lamaica stared
that here has been no dispute betwen
the IMFE and the Jamaican Govern
memnd over the Seprember 1984 “tesr’
under the current agreement.

Staung thar “there 15 a tradinon
under  which  public  servants  are
spared pohincal onticism  or anack
when acung in the hine of dun™, Mr. &
Manley said he noted that Mr. Bar

Mr. Manley w

ber had deaded “to become an

apologist for the |abour Pariv Goy

ernment’ . f
“Since vou have now chosen the

path of political apologist in spite of
vour posinon as the senior public
servant of Jamaica. vou leave me no
choice but to put a sernies of gques
tions 10 vou.” Mr Manley said in the
letter. v

W%&Wﬂw W%
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Mr Horace Barber
Governor

Bank of Jamaica
Nethersole Place
Kingston Mall

Dear Mr Barber,

I note that you have decided to become an apologist for
the Labour Party Government and in the course of that activity,
are offering gratuitous advice about responsibility.

There is a tradition under which public servants are spared
political criticism or attack when acting in the line of duty.
For the public servants themselves there are reciprocal
obligations. We have scrupulously observed this protocol
where you and other public servants "are involved.

Since you have now chosen the path of political apologist in
spite of your position as the senior public servant of Jamaica,
you leave me no choice but to put a series of questions to you.

The Gleaner of November 19:reports you as saying that there has
been no dispute between the IMF and the Jamaican Government over
the External Payments Arrears Target and the Net International
Reserves Target of the September 30 test.

I now put the following questiohs directly to you as the Governor
of the Bank of Jamaica and a public servant who has chosen to
enter the field of public controversy:

contd 2/

PRESIDENT: Michael Manley, VICE-PRESIDENTS: Portia Simpson, O.D. Ramtallie, Seymour Mulljngs.Winslon Jones.
CHAIRMAN: P. J. Patterson, DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Bobby Jones, GENERAL SECRETARY Paul Robertson DEPUTY

GENERAL SECRETARY, ORGANISING: Donald Buchanan, TREASURER: Robert Plckersglll
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Mr Horace Barber November 26, 1984

During your last series of talks with the IMF in
Washington, did the Fund agree that Jamaica had passed
the 1984 September test on all counts?

If the answer is yes, where is the Clearance Certificate
for passing the test?

Alternatively, if it has now been issued, what was the
date of its issuance?

If the answer is no, why has this been concealed from the
Jamaican public and upon what do you base the claim that
there is or was no disagreement?

Since you raise the issue of responsibility, let me remind you
that the greatest responsibility of a public servant is to be
honest.

For example, the gquestion remains unresolved: Who lied when your
Prime Minister announced that we had passed the IMF Test in
September 1283 and claimed that he had been told so by the
Governor of the Bank of Jamaica?

If you do not now favour me with a complete and satisfactory
response to my questions, I will go beyond the issue of gimmickry
and raise even more profound questions concerning the honesty of
those who currently conduct Jamaica's financial affairs and who
‘have the impudence to talk about responsibility.

In the meanwhile, I-note that before being willing to undertake
the admittedly great efforts that would be required to operate
a fixed exchange rate, that you and your Prime Minister prefer
to take the easy way out of transferring the burden of our
common problem to the backs of the poor who sink deeper and
deeper into poverty and despair as the prices soar on the wings
of your agreement with the IMF.

Sincerely,
A o
7 ’/ K’://',/\‘u—:/ 2 (\\
R & = e
Michael Manley P
President » N

People's National'?arty
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Mr. Peter Abrahams,

c/o Radio Jamaica Limited,
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Personal & Confidential

Peter Abrahams, Esqg.
c/o Radio Jamaica Ltd.
32, Lyndhurst Road
Kingston 5.



Personal & Confidential

JAMAICA HOUSE
KINGSTON, JAMAICA

20th November, 1974
My dear Peter,

May I write you in absolute confidence. I have
thought very deeply about your question last night. The truth is
that when I was asked the question by Verity nearly three years
ago, the P.N,P, had not undertaken the exercise which we have
just come through. Because there is such a fantastic range of
possible definitionyof Socialism, I have always tried to steer
clear, as a Politician, of being trapped into discussing it until
we had arrived at a clear Party consensus for today's world and
today's problems.

I have always been a Socialist and the presentation
of Socialism with which I am now associated is very close to the
beliefs that I have always held. I have always thought that the
principle of social responsibility and accountability within a general
framework of clear egalitarian purpose is the relevant terms of
reference for Socialism in Jamaica. I do not share the view that the
ownership of the means of production is the key to the argument. I
think the key lies in the total organisation of the inter-personal re-
lationshipsin the society. Seen in this light, ownership of the means
of production becomes one of many complex issues. It is, in fact,
simplistic to believe that the ownership of the means of production
is a central key to the solutions which we seek.

I prayed that you would not press me last night and
thank you for your charity in letting me off the hook"

Warm regards,

Yours sincerely,

.

Michael Manley

Peter Abrahams, Esq.
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March 10, 1969

Deer K.VW,,

I am sorry you had to remind that I had not
answered your earlier letter. The truth is it
ceme when both Dephne snd I were going down with
this nasty virus infection which is now going
the rounds. It reduced us to 2 stete of near-
helplessness out of which we 2re only now coming
But I do apologise for not writing.

I have very mixed feelings asbout the book,
partly I think because I allowed my concernezn
for an immediate situstion to dominate the tale,
The dictatorship theme is aftfer alla very old
one end I think I might heve written & much
better book if I had concentrated more on the
people and less on the polities. I am not
satisfied, for instance, that Josieh 1is more
than the outlines of & cherscter, But I am =
equelly not sure that @ more detailed examinatio
of the cherscter of Josish would have produced
anybody with any more of a sense of fun or any
more gusto . But this is the logic of the make-
up of this type of charascter. You end both
know 2 Minister of government with this type of
meke-up - ell painsteking scheming and plenning
end very little flair or gusto or sense of fun,
or, most importent, compassion for people. I
think it is a theme I will heve to return to
one day. £

A1l the best to both of you. I understand
they have sent you the broadcast.

Yours ever
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Jamaica
....... 4th March, . 1969

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,

¢/o Radio Jamaica & Rediffusion,
Broadcasting House,

32, Lyndhurst Road,

KINGSTON 5.

Dear Peter,

I have written to ask the General Manager to let me have,
with your permission, a copy of the Broadcast you made on Monday,
3rd March at 6.10 p.m.

By the way, I wrote you a letter about your book
"This Island Now'". I think that is ‘the name, but it's the book
about a man who was in process of establishing something like a
dictatorship in an island. Did you receive my letter? I thought
and still think it deserves an answer.

Yours sincerely,
—

/oy j}m7,,., B

/
i 4

N. W. Manley

NWM: fec
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MESSAGE FROM PREMIER TO COUNCIL
A STATUTORY BODY TO PROMOTE RESEARCH

IN MAY, 1960, A BILL to provide for the establishment of the Scientific Research
Council was passed by the Legislature. The Law (No. 30 of 1960) was published in the Gazette
on the 16th of June, and the members of the Council have been appointed.

Establishment of a body with statutory powers to foster and co-ordinate scientific
research, and encourage the application of the results of both local and overseas research to
the exploitation and development of the island’s resources was proof that the essential char-
acter of research in any plan for progress was fully realised.

The Scientific Research Council replaces the Scientific Research Committee which paved
the way for its establishment. It has been given the status commensurate with its responsi-
bility for guiding research into channels that will strengthen Jamaica’s economic and social
structure.

The demand for applied research in every branch of the economy is extremely great.
There is an urgent need to find uses for a country’s own resources, to stop waste, upgrade
standards, improve efficiency, diversify for protection against the vagaries of foreign markets,
and for the satisfaction of home needs — in short, to produce more and more from the same
area to provide an ever-improving standard of living for an ever-increasing population.

Every nation is turning to research for the solution of its economic problems. In the
big, already highly industrialised countries, much is done by individual industries working in
specialised areas. Frequently, however, governments take a hand and sponsor research organ-
isations. Such organisations are now influencing the economy of many areas and most notably
so in countries like ours where development along modern lines is vital to the future.

Jamaica has now taken action to set up a permanent organisation for the promotion
of research. This body will be known as the Scientific Research. Council. Its success will
depend on the use that is made of it by the community, the support t‘xat is given to it by local
industry and the calibre of the work put out by its staff.

The Council starts its work with my earnest and sincere good wishes.

N. W. MANLEY,

Premier.
Information, Vol. 1, No. 2. September, 1960.

1



SCIENTITIC RESEARCH COUNCIL

The Scientific Research Council was established by the
Scientific Research Council Law 30 of 1960 (amended by Law 39 of
1963).,

Under this Law, SRC has been assigned the following powers
and functions:-

1. 7o undertake, foster and co-ordinate scientific
research and to encourage the application of the
results of such rescarch to the exploitation and
development of the country's resources,

2. To undertake and foster scientific research lead-
ing to:-

(a) the development and utilization of the natural
resources;

(b) the improvement of existing technical processes
and methods.

3. To encourage industry to undertake scientific research
on a co-operative basis,

4, To advise Government on scientific matters.
- 6., To co-ordinate scientific research schemes and
programr2s undertaken by Government departments
or statutory bodies and authorities.

6. To publish and disseminate scientific and techni-
cal information.

' SRC is governed by a Council consisting of not less than
fifteen and not more than twenty members, one of whom is the

" Chairman.,

Current Activities

The current activities of the Scient@fic Resgarch
Council are classified under the following major headings:=
2 : ) . .
el B:f.oresources,,~r~.L[LVdN\,_ Food and Nutv Fien
2. Mineral Resources J

3. Technical Information Se?vice
4, Liaison and Public Relations.

These subjects are of immediate imporﬁance as they
bear on the country's agricultural and industrial development.

l{ineralogy

SRC has, in conjunction with the GeologicallSurvepripi§t-

' i 3 i ful clays. Like
carried out a search for commercially use <
ggggéits have been surveyed and evaluated. As a result of this work,
the potential of the clay resources have 1in a general‘way been .
assessed, and in the case of Frenchman, and Hodges, the assessmen

has been quite detailed and quantitative.

mic mi SRC. SRC has
Other ceramic minerals have been egplored by SRC. C I
also begun a search for quality chalk deposits as source of whitaing

for paint.

) /...




In structural ceramics, SRC has demonstrated the practi-
cability of using Jamaican clays in a variety of building products
such as floor tiles, clay pipes, building blocks, roofing tiles,
etc., A larger pilot plant is in the process of being built to
supply trial quantities of floor tiles and to provide cost data.

' SRC has provided "know how'" and technical service for
the building and operation of the clay processing and ceramic centre
at Duanvale for the Ministry of Youth and Community Development.

- It might also be mentioned that in other activities such
as mineral processing (e.g. clay, silica, limestone and ghalkz, and
in materials characterization, SRC is now competent and is offering
its services to industrial organizations. These are services for
which SRC charges fees to cover the direct expenses involved.

Bipo3esnuyceEs

On the Bioresources side, there are active sections in
datural Products (essential oils, oleoresins, sugar and citrus de-
rived products), Organic Chemiecal Process Technology, lerimentation
processes, Food Science and Nutrition. SRC also supports projects
of a biological and ecological nature at the University of the West

Indies.

Essential Oils and Oleoresins

SRC has had in operation for over a year a very modern
pilot plant for the production of essential oils and oleoresins.
These are secondary products which are not being fully exploited.
Pimento berries as presently exported will be in a very serious
competitive position in 3 or 4 years when very extensive plantings
in Guatemala become mature. By expanding into oil and oleoresins
Jamaica will be working to hold its competition position.

. SRC's liaison role has sharply increased now
: - tha

;2 3a;:ggz'gfr:gperlenceq and compgtent scientists. SRC :eﬁszze

el withp;e.sentatlve to various scientific orzanizations

i Ko ne'UNESCO programme, represents Jamaica on the
i T c;egglflc Comm}t?ee (the Technical Direcctor is
nology Dep&rtm:nt og){h:ngrégﬁiizgigithftgz S?ientific o
is called upon by the Ministry of Ex?egn Atfains fon oo SRC
e E al Affairs for commen
aggl::éhigfotg rgpresent Jamaieca with respeet to the scientifzé
o i c108§lcaw.$§tters._ ;n addition, tne Council has been
i A ly wi the Ministry of Education and with the UNESCO

mmission on matters of science and techinical education.

Bt o o . yidls
T in23:;r§2§ ;c%ent%flc Resegrch Council has a staff of ex=~
| Sy with'acadCI?ntlSts and because of itg close working
) o U emic, governmental and industrial scientific
3 : N excellent position to advise or assist the

hnology have a bearing.
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SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH COUNCIL

Research in Food and Nutrition
for Jamaican Home Economics Association

March 1972

The Scientific Research Council a statutory body appointed
by the Government in 1960, and currently under the Ministry of
Mining and Natural Resources, undertakes, foster and co-ordinates
scientific research for the economic and social development of the
islend,

- In implementing this broad mandate, the Council heas 4 areas of
activities one of which is Food Science and Nutrition. Involvment
in food and nutrition goes back to 1963 when the Human Nutrition
Research Unit was co-opted by the Council.

Work in this sphere of activity has progressed along the
following lines:- ;

1. Surveys of the dietary and nutrition status of children
and adults {data published) have confirmed the presence of male
nutrition in children and poor nutritionel states of pregnant and
lactating women.

2. Supplementary Infant Foods

The surveys laid the basis for the development of vegetable
protein mixtures to supplement the diets of pre-school chlldren.
Two of 13 mixtures were selected as possible supplements. Although
these were avceptable, the problem was one of relatively high cost
in making them avallable to those most deserving, ‘

3. Nutrition Education

At the recommendation of & consultant to the Government (1962)
the Scientiflc Research Council undertook the role of co-ordinating
nutrition education. A programme was organized with the objective
of making the people to whom it 1s directed more aware of the
nutrition problems and the measures which might be used to overcome
them; Ultimately, to guide the popnlation in selecting the best
diet possible, within ones own soclal and economic environment. The
programme 1s directed to the "teachers" of nutrition (public health
nurses, comnunity development officers, Child VWelfare Officers,
School teachers and trainee nurses), It 1is conveyed by lectures,
mass media and visual alds which are prepared at the SRC.

A Food Guide for Jamalca was the first publication in the
educational programme, Simple leaflets on specific topics were
deemed more effective to this end. The SRC embarked on the publicae

tion of a Nutrition Education Series, entitled Food for the Family
(8 vooklets).,
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Currently a series on the Economics of Good Nutrition is in
progress; Budgeting already completed. A number of single and double
concept reading cards heve been devised as well as other aids for
pre and school aged children, "The Good Food Book" is one of these.

Eight posters have been made and distributed for posting in
Health Clinlecs and school rooms,

Of the 4 films (16 mm) - 2 deal with child feeding, one with
shopping wisely and the other with the value and use of vegetables.

There are 6 sets of slides ~ 2 currently under revision.

4, Tood Science

In this srea the SEC is engaged in determining the nutritive
value of foods wvommonly used and for which data are not available
or are questionable., Formulating recipes and examining the
nutritional value of traditional dishes with a view to demonstrating
how nutritional deficiencies in .these diets may be corrected.

' Work has been completed on cellalu (callaloo), skimmed milk
powder, cho cho, peas and beans, susumber, salted codfish and
dumplings.

Another responsibility is to evaluate toxic factors in local
foods e.,g. aflatoxin in peanuts,

5« Service Work

Service has been in the form of laboratory investigations,
advice end literature to other Covernment departments., Serviges
~ have included suggestions for the enrichment of locally avallable
cereals, the non-use of sweetened condensed milk in infant feeding,
recipe testing, evaluation of feeding in institutions and curriculum
planning in Home Economics,

In summary food and nutrition at the Council is concerned firstly
with guiding "teachers" of nutrition into practical information
techniques, hence the preparation and availability of visual aids to
augment teachings. .

Secondly, in ¥Food Science determinations of nutritional values
of single foods and composite dishes as a background for the nutrition
education programme., This information is made available through
mass media,leaflets and through the Council's Annual Reports.
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Membership of the Scientific Research Council

W. Mahfood, Esq., B.Sc. Chairman,
(Mechan. & Civil Eng.) CMP Industries Ltd.
Chairman. :
R.E. Anderson, Esq., B.Sc., Chief Geologist,
F.G.8. Alcan Jamaica Limited.
G.G. Bonnick, Ph.D. (Econ.) Director, Central Planning Unit.
Morris Cargill, qul Solicitor and Journalist.
S.R. Chen-See, Esq., B.Sc. Managing Divector,

Caribbean Cement Company.

T« Chinloy, E8q.s M.SC., Director of Research,
DeleCeTsfsy Fs8s8s Sugar lManufacturers Association of
Jamaica Ltd.

F. Fox, Esq. Managi ng Director,
Seprod Limited.

A.C. Ellington, M.Sc., Ph.D. Government Chemist.
I. Goodbody, M.A., Ph.D. Professor of Zoology,
University of the West Indies.
J.W. Lee, M.A.Sc.y h.D. Ceneral ilanager,
Farms Jamaica Limited.
C.B. Lewis, ESq,, W.B.E., B.A. Director,
Institute of Jamaica.
R.E. Mais, Esq. The Priory School.
A.D. Skelding, D.Sc.,A.R.C.S. Professor of Botany,

University of the West Indies.

R.H., Stephenson, Esq.,F.R.I.B.A., Chartered Architect and

Dip. Arch., Dip. T.P. Town Planner.
W.G. Stuart, Esq., !1.Sc., Chief Technical Officer,
D:.1.0:Tuhs Ministry of Agriculture and Fisherie:

A.L. Walters, Esq., B.Sc.(Econ.) Under Secretary, linistry of
Finance and Planning.

A.W. Sangster, B.Sc., Ph.D. Principal,

College of Arts, Science and
Technology. :
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Post
Technical Di-
rector

Assistant
Director

Senior Prin-
cipal Scien-
tifiec Officer

Senior Principal

SENIOR STAFF

Incumbent

R.N. Gonzalez,

- try, Plastics
" Lngineering).

Vacant

P.R., Ashurst,
B.S5c.,Ph.D.
(Organic

Chemistry)

E.S. Jordine,

Years and Nature of Lxperience
31 Years chemical and chemical en-
gineering experience in Industry.

Directing industrial research for

14 years.

Qualificaticns called for approach
those of Technical Director.

§ Years industrial research prior
to SRC; 2 years with SKRC.

10 Years professional experience

Scientific B.Sc.(Physical in mineralogy and mineral pro-
Officer Chemistry),Ph.D. cessing.
Principal Scien- C. Chambers, B.Sc., 10 Years professional experience

tific Officer Pn.D. (Organie prior to SRC; 6 months with SRC.

Principal Scien-

tific Officer

frincipal Scien-

Chemistry)

V.S. Campbell,

B.S¢.,M.S8¢.,

(Food & Nutri-

tion).

A'R. Firth,B.Sc.

14 Years experience in fFood and
Nutrition; 9 years with SRC.

7 Years process development ex-

tific Officer (Chemistry) perience in organic chemicals.
Acting,
Principal Scien- Vacant Active recruiting underway for

tific Officer

experienced researcher in
Ceranmics.

Scientific V. Phillips,
Officer B.Se. (Chemistry)
-do~- D. Lee, B.Sc., Ph.D. (Organic Chemistry)
-do- W. Taylor, B.Sc. (Chemistry)
~-do- C.M. Chong, B.Sc. (Geology-Chemistry)
~do- B.E. Thompson, B.Sc. (Ceology-Chemistry).
~do- C. Lowers, B.Sc. (Chemistry).
-do- R. Machin, B.Sc.(Ceramics)
~-do- J. Wright, B.Sc., (Organic Chemistry).
-do- O. Lewis, B.Se. (Chemistry).
~-do~- L. Donaldson, B.Sc.(Chemistry)
~do~ R, Johnson, B.Eng.(Chemical)
Post-Doctorate J.Grahame, B.Sc.,Ph.D. (Zoology)
Fellow )
-do- Vacant - Active recruiting underway. !
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CHIEF MINISTER'S OFFICE,

JAVATCA

17th February, 1958.

Dear liorgan, .

Many thanks for your letter of the 9th January, .1958 ,
and for letting me know that I méy keep the copy of Peter Abrahams!
"Jamaica" which he lent me,

Peter Abraha‘ms has written a lively, sympathetic
understanding book about the Jamaica of to%and by relating what

he saw going on around him with the hi
° :

has given point and meaning to muc{\ local scene not easy to
OMycourse, the book is not

understand without that settin@
altogether free fram bias butjev living portrait done by an

t lay behind it he

biase Obyiouslyy Peter Abrahams fell
¥ "

o ¥

#, :
in love with the w spirit of thé country and found
inspiration i s soclal climaté and in its drive for better things.
I doubt if e who did not have Peter Abrahams® African background

.

n Jamaica and depicted her in just this way. It isa

affectionate hand mus® x

could nave

2o ookyand everyone should read it.
The last paragraph may be quoted. Incidentally,

I read the book in manuscript.

Yours sinecerely,

. (sgde) N.W, Manley .
‘ (NW. Manley)
Chief Minister

F.Rs Morgan, Esq., \ .
United Kingdaom Information Off'icer,
Orrett Building (lst Floor),
5/4 King Street,
Kingstone
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. C/o Public Opiniom, * -
* 2, Torrington Hoad,
. Kingston,
December 18th, 1957, &
P
My dear Norman Manley, #
. »
I was very grateful indeed to receive the copy of your lettsr of . ¥

December 14 (the original has not yet reached me) and to know tuat you are not '
angry with me for deciding to leave Public Opinion, It would be the easziest thing
in the world to say "Yes, I am leaving because I am going to write a book" and

be sure of your sympathetic undsrstanding - which iz very important to me, But
that would not be ail the truth, Of course I want to writej; I want to write many
books about Jamaica - and if I am lucky or imspired or beth I might be fortunate
enough to hit a "moment of truth® and bring off some ally big. But I have
spent all my wvorking life writing and doing somethi b%:s well, generally
Journalism and radio, So just the writing of a w%t the whole answer,

Part of the reason waoy I am leaving Publie Opi t the pace at which the
needs of the paper have forced me to work is s t there simply would not be

a chance to write at all if I kept on, % ;
Tor the past fifteen months a en putting in a ten to t.»;a.a.v,@ ;

hour day as a matter of regular row SEYY sting physical conditions this
was necessary simply to set a stams mainfein it, There has been no time
for playing with my children; for i them the pedtime stories t love s0

dearly; for sharing in their ation, And I huve had to deglect my wife
and

almost squally badly. And ¢n pre 8 I Rave had to be at the office from eight
in the morning until mid ten till one, two three, four o'clock in'the -
morning. I had of co d the problem of these killing hours with my
management from time t t I was a willing horse, determindd to proguce
the best paper I ¢ any circumstances, so mansgement sympathised but

did littlie to get to help relieve me of the sheer grind of rewriting,
sub-editing procagsing every piece of copy' that went into the paper,

i ;

I had my self three targets when I took on the paper: to raiss
the standard of the paper; to create as happy and competent an editorial staff
as possible; to break the rapid sequence of changing editors, I have not done too
badiy with the first two, though the staff situation is not made easy by a
difficult manasement, But I have certainly failed on the lust point.

I have explain this in great detail to 1y Board of Directors who had
me to lunch today. They were mainly ignorant of the facts and said so. They
pressed me to stay on in some not clearly defined hope that the situation might -
change, My management has now engaged Slade Hopkinson to come and do some sub-
editing, but it is very unlikely that he will be able to leave his teaching job
until the end of next March which is when I leave the paper, I have lived most
intimately with the paper and its problems for the past Lifteen months and it
is because I honegtly can see no solution to its major problems, and bscause
I have found our mansgement particularly difficult that I have decided to leave
before the situation turns sour on me, Also, inevisably under such pressure, it !
is only a matter of time before one relaxes the sustained effort and then the i
quality of the paper will suffer, And I should hate to be associated with anything
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, L
slipshod and slapdash because I would not only be letting myself down, 1 would
be letting you down as well, And thers is, of course, the needs of my fawily
to be and live as a family with a father and husband who is at home often
as other fathers and husbands. And there are some Jamaican books to write,

I have not attempted to organise this lestter but rather to'give ¥ ou

the whole picture as it is with me, And it is only to inform you because I feel
I ove you that information.

I leave the paper at the end of Marech, I would like to, and I need
to find some job additional to writing books. But something that will not call
for the long hours of Public Opinion, If there is such a job either in
Government's information service or in the projected rad set-up which you
feel I might be able to do, if you are not too angry w for leaving
Public Opinion now that you know the full reason, I’ greatly honoured
to work for you and ymwmx my adopted country. TS /

\ i
a\%&erey =3

. b &
' &r Abrahams, . ' 4
* ' o L ;

The Honourable N,V. gwster. . .
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CHIEF MINISTER'S OFFICE,
JAMAICA '

14th Decenber, 1957.

My dear Peter Abrahams, .

I an very sorry to hear that you'M'da'[b. Publde  _ .

Opinion, .
I am told because you wish to write s book., Of
course if that is the reason I understend and accept it.

I think you have done a very good job at Public Opinicn

and they are going to miss you terribly. paper has recently .
been making a very real contribution.
*
However good luck to the read & review the othe-
)

day of the book you published a¥gica. 1 hope there is a -
out here because I would 15& one.
: I should h‘x@en to thank you for your very warw
and generous letdgr om 3

"
ember 9th. I appreciate it very greatly

but believe ¥gat moNYOL the credit must go to the Party and that
in

ag party leader. 5 A

B9

Cyfews g ) 'y

month I have to finally meke up my mind whether to " z;

s -

Sai

and try to.ensure that we get back to power when the X ¥

ection comes and help to get Jamaica in line with the federal
developments which are going to confront us with peculiar and very
difficult problems or whether to go into the exciting ngw field that

will open up with the establishment of the Federal government next

year. : _ or 5 TR ' M |
Fortunately for me I have learnt how not to worry so I ; P

3

postpone decision for the time being without alléwing myself to beéome BR,

too amcious.‘ : L4 L ;‘ "f?

’ KT good-wiskes %6 yolrseTs; yous wirts snd tis eiiavounill "d

for Christmas and the New Year, - ”
Y%rs sincerely, . $4 wf'

N.W. MANLIY, =

7t

. % f Chief Minister.
Peter Abrahams, Esq., x
' “Pub%i'% Op%nion, g ¥ _ ek - - . T
) rI' n 4 g 0& |’ 5 - } 5 ’ :;’v £17* ‘
© Eross Hoa PR S v Al A . 6, o



v CHIEF MINISTER'S OFFICE,
JAMAICA

1/th November, 1957

Dear Peter Abrahams,

I thank you warmly and sincerely for your
most kind and generous letter of Noyecmber 9.

I am very glad tha® ydu ha‘é come to like
Jamaica and think so highly«gf thé work here, and it
gives me a lot of satigfaction to know that you have
settled down herg memg Or less permanently.

T thirk, yews’ work in Public Opinion is a real
contribution™o te country and I hope you will always
remainywith us in Jamaica.

Yours sincerely,

b

(N.W. MANIEY)
Chief Minister

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
2 Torrington Road,
Kingston
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OPINION

Loyeally 16 e y 20/ 94 <

PUBLIC

ioplrciat o

Established 1937 b
2 TORRINGTON ROAD, }
Cables: CITPRINT KINGSTON, PHONES: 2871
Codes: ALL STANDARD JAMAICA, B.W.IL 2873
Saturdsy, November 9th, 1957, :

My dear Norman Manley,

I would have liked very much to have been able to say to you in person
what T am putting dowvn in this note, but these are exceedingly busy days for
you and it is not likely that I will see you before Monday's great celebrations
are over,

It is a2 rare and unique achievement, giventp figw men, to have bzen
ableyaiter only two and a half years in powver, ®to gaf'r§ through a social,
economic and political revolution as you have done.“Of course there were the
hard years of preparation, but they only enhafige the unigqueness of ths
achievement in so short a time, And the mgfiner %n which you have done this 1

filled me, as I think you know, withgthefmost profound admiration for
your gstature as a man and a statesman,

You have made a rare coftribution not only to Jamai but teo the
Self-Govermment st:uggle whershingdhe world, for it is all of a pattern.
Please accept my most sincerdfcongratulations. I am extraordinarily py for
Jamaica, for you; and I know tihati yéur and Jamaica's example is going to b
a great inspiration to theystill Wnfres peoples of Africa and elsewhere,

W
D
#

haj

I would likd o Shinke the

at v way in woich
I can be of use ingthe)days ahead I

1

Agein my cengratulations om a task nobly scecomplished,

Yours sincerely,

P.S. I enclose some documents wwich exvlain themselves which I have rece
rs. Roosevelt., I think it wou be especisally appropriats at this time if you
and the party and, perhaps, the country (you will know the wisdomg or otherwise
concerning the country) wers to be There is little

b
ociated with this move, T
time left otherwise I “oul“ have skxe yuuxta them to write you formally. I would
urge you to write Mrs. Roosevelt or Mr. King. It would mean very much to our
friends if you could do this
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CHIEF MINISTER'S OFFICE

JAMAICA

23rd August, 195 6 ‘

My dear Peter,

I went up to ﬁy little cottage in the Bastern St, Andrew
mountains a couple weeks ago and took with me your "Jamaica Mosaic".

I read it with deep interest and I would like to congratulate
you most warmly and sincerely on what I regard as a quite remarkable
account of this country. It is, I think, a geal, contribution to
literature about the Igland.

The Governor is getting our loeal historians to have a look
at the historical parts and he himgelf is to read it immediately now
that I am returning it to him. I.hope you will allow me to make a few
factual comments and to refer as well to one special matter. |

To begin with the special matter. I note that you set out
at great length and verbatim an interview between yourself and Michael
in regard to,trade unionism in Jamaica, I think this should come out
and it would net be difficult for you to write it up as comment and

opinion formed by yourself based on your own observetion and enquiry.

The fact of the matter is that it would be completely disas-
trous to a union leader to be quoted on such frank and forthright state-
ments about union problems here and the state of politicel and trade
union rivalry. It would be copied, quoted all over the Island on every .
political and trade union platform with every sort of distortion, and h
the person concerned would simply have to quit the field once and for
all. I don't have to tell you that it is not everything that you know

or thinkeeeeqs

Peter Abrehams, Esq.,
37 Jessel Drive,

Loughton,

Essex, .
England >
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or think that can be stated in that way whilst you are still an active
worker in a very difficult and tricky field. I am sure this won't
present any difficulty to you and in fact I rather think that the
whole section on trade unionism could be presented more attractively
if it was a sympathetic statement coming out of your own mind rather
than a mere quotation,

Now for some details in regard to modern developments.,
Almost all of them are of minor importance, but it is just as well to
have the facts dead right,

V/ka) I refer to page 221 and your first reference to the origin
of Jamaica Welfare Iimited, It is not true that a number of Jamaican
citizens led by me started talks with the representatives of the two
big fruit companies, What happened was that the.British Government
set up a Commission to enquire into the diffieulties that confronted
the Banana Industry in Jamaica and about that time Mr., Sam Zemurray
then President of the United Fruit Company and a most remarkable and
original man, came to Jamaica.to,try to persuade the Banana Producers'
Agsociation to give up the com-operative organisation., I represented
the Banana Producers! éssogiation and had been doing work for them
which went beyond the ordinary province of a lawyer. I handled the
representations on their behalf before the Governor and spoke at public
meetings and so on. When Zemurray came to Jamaica I had a four-hour
talk with him on the value of the co-operative enterprise to Jamaica,
It was not that he thought that the co-operative enterprise was re-
volutionary or communistic, It was merely that theirs was a typical
American free enterprise and he disliked the co-operative because it
was a threat particularly in the field of fruit marketing, I did not
argue the case with him on economic grounds; I argued it entirely on
social grounds and found him most understanding and sympathetic though
on the main issue, of course, quite immovable,

I went to New York later on to lead in the negotiations

hetweeneceooee
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between the Jamaica Banana Producers' Association and the United
Fruit Company which ended in, as you rightly point out, transforming
the co-cperative association into a joint stock company.

When those negotiations were successfully concluded Zemurray
made his offer of a contribution per count bunch for social welfare
purposes and stated that it was because I had convinced him of the
needs of the peasantry and the value from the social point of view
of a co-operative organisation that he felt that the Company should
do something to set up an organisation which would help along the
fields of effort that were so necessary to our future development,

It was then that he asked me to set up this organisation
and at the appropriate time I did so and remained Chairmen of it for
ten years until the time came when it was %taken’ over by Government
and became the present Jamaica Social Welfare Commission., At that
stage, for obvious political reagons, I had to leave it.

() I refer to page 204 and page 22/ where you speak of Prof=-
essor Simey., There is no such thing as the Colonial Development and
Welfare Corporations, The position is that England, partly as a result
of the Commisgion of Enquiry which was held in Jamaica in 1938 and
reported, I think, in 1940, passed a Colonial Development and Welfare
Iaw whereby funds to aid schemes for the social and economic develop-
ment of the colonies were made available for a 10-year period. The
Act has recently been extended for another five years. An organisation
known as Colonial Development and Welfare, headed by a Comptroller,
was then set up and has functioned in the West Indies ever since. It
is the West Indies organisation deriving from this Act of Parliament
and it was to that organisation that Simey belonged. This, of course,
is just a minor point of terminology.

Indeed what I have stated above is what is set out at page
224, but it is wrong to say there that Professor Simey came to Jamaica
to find a formula for carrying out the proposed new programme of the
Colonial Development and Welfare organisation. The Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare organisation covered a whole range of activities.

It.‘...'
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It had an adviser on agriculture, on education, on medicine and
health, and Professor Simey was only the adviser on social welfare.
A1l these advisers toured all the Islands and Simey's job was to make
recommendations for a particular socisl welfare programme. It in-
cluded such things as poor relief and prison reform., But for the
general social welfare programme of community education and co-operation
he came to the conclusion that the Jamaica Welfare model was one which
should be copied in the other Iglands and he did recommend that that
aspect of the work in Jamaica should be entrusted to Jamaica Welfare
Limited, and that indeed happened. An organisation similar to Jamaica
in other Islands
Welfare Limited was set up/throughout the Caribbean Area.

With quite minor amendments you can get all this set in
proper perspective,

(¢) I refer to page 251 where ‘you are dealing with the origins
of the trade union movement after the 1938 outburst.

It is a pity you,did not discuss this with me because I
could have given you a slantion those events which I doubt if anyoné 
else could do as well,

It is not true that I represented the Frome strikers, nor
indeed was there any strike at Frome, What happened was that tension
developedidown there basically as a result of the growing tension
throughout the Island but directly because of the fact that thousands
of unemployed persons had gone down to look for work on the large
new development programme started by West Indies Sugar Company and
the whole area was in a state of turmoil and confusion. A large
crowd assembled at a pay table on a Friday was very badly handled by
management and as a result there was a spontaneous eruption of
violence which rapidly led to riot conditions, with the Police being
called out and shooting taking place. This was in March or April
of 1932, A few weeks later there was 5 dock strike in Kingston and
that resulted in a terrific explosion one morning when by 10 o'clock,

for.....
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for practical purposes, almost every group of workers in Kingston
spontaneously came out on strike, Bustamante who for some time had
been playing the role of agitator, was arrested really because he
threatened to call out the Fire Brigade on strike though in fact he
wag arrested on a trumped-up charge.

It was then that I offered to act for all the strikers
in Kingston and elsewhere in Jamaica and got the Governor to set up
a Commission to investigate allthe grievances arising, After three
months of work I think it is true to say that wages had gone up all
over Jamaica on an average of 15% - 20% and dozens and dozens of groups
of strikers were represented by me before the Commission,

My action for the dockers was an incident in a much wider
courge of action, but it happened that they were the first or second
group who sought my help after I decided touintervene.

It was 8s a result of twd or three months work in this field
that I decided to form a political party.

The whole of 1938 and &ll that happened in that year is of
tremendous interest and there are aspects of it which I really do wish
you had asked me %o talk over with you when I would have been only
too glad to de,so, I was not only personally concerned in every event
but there are aspects of it from a sociological point of view which I
have deeply studied and think I truly understand, and they are not
understood fully by many people,

(d) In regard to Bustamante, there are three points to which I

would call your attention:-
(1) Page 258, I do not know if you have deliberately

misstated the cause of Bustamante's detention in 1940.
It was not because he called a series of waterfront
strikes. In fact,there was one strike at the Kingston
waterfront and I don't think he actually called it.
It just took place. The people were members of his
Union and he had to lead the strike, Nethersole
and he were actually acting in relation to matters
arising out of the strike and arrangements were being

117215 { - YRR
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(111)

60 4

made to set up a Board of Enquiry,when Bustamente made an
incautious speech in which he - and I believe it was the
first time he had ever done it - threatened violence. Richards
the Governor, who was a ruthless man and anxious to find an
opportunity for laying Bustamante by the heels, promptly
seized upon this fact as justification for making a Detention
Order, It was really very unfair because, basically, Busta-
mante had always been on the side of preserving order in the
course of union conflicts and I think it was just one in-
cautious slip. It may be of course that you did not wish
to state the real facts and I must leave that for your
judgment.
On page 271 you make a reference.to Bustamante's account of
his early life and his having\been taken to Spain in 1899
and going to Cuba in 19254, I, suppose you must know that
these statements areentirely legendary and imagined. I
wonder if a persen writing a historical account should per-
petuate a matter of that sort? As you know, I am related
to Bugstamante and I knew him in Jamaica up to the year 1908
when he spent a year at my then home in St, Catherine where
he worked as an Overseer on a derelict property which my

for the first time.
mother owned. He left that job in 1908 to go to Cubs/ He
returned tc Jamaica from Cuba in 1911 or 1912 and got married
in Jamaica, He went back to Cuba and next came back to
Jamaica in 1922, the very year when I returned from England.
He kept the name Clarke up to early 1930 and changed it to
BUStamante; ‘ he entered America for the first time from
Cuba, described himself as( Alejandro BUStamanti3 and entered
as a white man of Spanish origin, The facts are well known
to me and I have copies of the particulars from the New York
public records. The reason should ke obvious to you.
Page 27,4, Your account of the Asylum strike is wrong. When
the s trike was called an a greement was mede by 8 o'clock

thabiyasall
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that morning that Govermment would see a deputation led by

Glasspole and the workers would go baek to work., Bustamante
was ill in bed, He had to be told by the Governor that that
was what was proposed whereupon he sent a telegram to say =

WHave no dealings with the strikers, This is not a
strike it is a rebellion it must be crushed"

He got out of bed, went down to the waterfront, assembled a
large crowd and went up to the Agylum and forced his way in
through the picket lines, and it was as a result of that that
the waterfront people beat up the strikers and the picke'tsh
and eventually set upon a member of the P,N,P, who was goinZ?e
to lunch and was so foolish as to stop and have a look at
what was going on. This led to his firing a revolver to
protect himself killing a man. and then being run down on the
street and beaten to death, It is quite incorrect to say
that Bustamante went up there and was stoned and went off and
brought a force‘in retaliation.

On a very minor point. I note that you refer to the fact
that I had a good educatiofn because my Father was a merdant. I don't
really mind whabt is said about that, but the truth is that my Father
died when<l was six years old and left my Mother without any resources
except what, I have previously described as a derelict old property in
the country, She was a very heroic woman and as many another Jamsican
mother has done, she pinched and carved and worked herself to the bone
to provide her family with an education which was really beyond her
resources to do except at great personal sacrifice, and indeed the
life she led led directly toA§eath at a comparatively early age when
I was only 17 years old.

One last point, Referring to pages 245 and 246, I wonder
if you have not over simplified the effect of the Garvey movement
in Jamaica? From an organisational point of view the Garvey movement
in Jamaica was ultimately a complete failure, but he left behind a
very strong and persistent effect and no one would deny that he made a =
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major contribution to the breaking up of the sense of inferiority
from which the Negro in the British Caribbean suffered over gener-
ations. This psychological emancipation was taking place in the
latter stages of his life but it was to come to full str;nggp

and fruition after his death when it pointed back to him as one of
its own sources. Of course it may be true that movements sometimes
mistake their own origins, but the facts are as I state.

You will, I am sure, treat everything that I say in this
letter as strictly personal and confidential and you will not quote
me on anything at all, and you will make what use of it y;h think
best.

Incidentally, I have just heard a sremarkable and
exciting story that you are thinking of «€oming to live in Jamaica.
That would be very good indeed., Do 1t me know if it is true.

411 good wishes,

Yours sincerely,

A

(N W, MANIEY)

D




THE JAMAICA EMPLOYERS' FEDERATION

s . 77 Dke Sbrces
L%«z/"nf.}/nﬂ,
ﬁm aeent, c)y/{k f;
Our Ref: 852
October 30, 1962.

Peter Abrahams, 55q.,

The West Indian Lconomist,
164, Harbour Street,
Kingston,

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

With reference to my “letter of October
11, dealing with the subje¢t ‘of K.S.A.C.
Directive etc., I would new“refer you to copies
of the letter receivedifrom the Hon. Leopold
Lynch and my reply in the€ Daily Gleaner of
October 29, page 104

Yours sincerely,

/ \
/ /va s
\/\/ /

J. R. Marshall,
Director.

UEK/ba



N s

TEL.

THE JAMAICA EMPLOYERS' FEDERATION

NOS. 23170

4176 77 9/1 fe L(/zer/
-.,%74/0”,
%ma&'prz, 7/‘):7

October 11, 1962.

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,

¢/o The West Indian Bconomist,
164, Harbour Street,

Kingston.

Dear:Sir,

e enclose copy of our letter of
OUctober 11, to the Hon. Leopold Lynch, Minister
of Local Government.

If you thimk this material is of
public interegt, we leave it to you to comment

as you wishe

Yours faithfully,

Y M
VIAANA® e
J. R. Marshall,
Director.

JRM/ba,
Enecl.



October 11, 1962,

Hon, Leopold Lynch,

The Mirister of local Govermment,
79, Duke Stmt,

Kingston,

Dear Oir,

Covernment setls distribution - ofework fm_ :

On page 16 of the "Gleaner" of 9th October under the above heading
the following appearedie

*The Minister of local Covernment the Hon. leop8li Iynch, has
announced that Government has decided that a formula for the dise
tribution of work should, in Muture, be provided for work

awarded by the Fingston and St. Andrew Corporation, all
Government departments, and all other quasieGovernment bedies
(except the Vater Commission) in respect of all works financed
by Coverment,

The Percentages decided upon for future distribution of
work in redpeet of these agencies are as follows: 1 Contracts:
Bustamante Industyial Trade Union « 458 Hational Yorkers Union =
L5%, ExeServicenen e 107,

00;!, Labpur directly employsd: Kingston Employment Bureaue
1 "

2e We are not concerned with the percentages but with prineiples,
and if this directive is correctly reported we are amazed at its temms,

3e The directive as it stands shows gross discrimination in that e

{a) It appears that only contractors who were unionised would
be given the opporténity to participate in contracts,

(b)  90% of all workers recruited through the Kingston Employment
Bureau must be union members.

Le This is not only forcing recognition of Trade Unions by decree
but is also foreing individual workers to join & Union in pain of not
petting a jobe It is laying down reservation of contracts to certain.types
of contractors, and is restricting employment to persons who had certain
affiliations,

&
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Se I: @i »t be relevant here to quote from International Labour
Conferense ~ .. ployment Service Hecommendation, 1948 Fo. 83, Seotion IV

"Referral of ‘¢ -ars, Para (12).
*fhe soployment Service shoulds-

h} ohourve strict neutrality in the esse of employment
- @v-ilable in an establishment where there is a labour
&ﬁﬁ@tﬁt affeeting such euployment;

{e} net, in referring workers to esployment, itsslf discriminate
o oninsd applicants on grounds of race, colour, sex or belief.”

The i@ interpretation of these clauses showld be obvious as the
emphasis ic o noa-discrimination.

AI‘AA

e

o’ While we appreciate
le enly to the presemnt
#8 which in our view show

6o e drav attention to the [oregoing
that thesc prociiocss could not be atiri
Government, ¢ sr¢ concerned with the primciy
disoriminatisn in grave foram. NyVas

1. We are -unding a copy of this .ii&tez; to the Hinister of Labour,
the Hon. Li.7. Tovland, The Press and thée Radio.

i
Yours ffaitufully,

—

Director

JRE/ba
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18th April 1990

General Secretary

ANC Information Service
P.0.Box 31791

Lusaka

Zambia

Africa

MESSAGE TO THE ANC FOR SOUTH AFRICA:

— Fraternal greetings.
- Congratulations on -Mandela's release.
- Congratulations on unbanning of anti-apartheid organisations.

- Very worried about negotiations with apartheid regime.

- Firmly convinced we are again making same historial colossal mistake.

- European settlers will never give up power and privileges through
negotiations.

- African negotiations centuries ago created this present mess.

- Always simpler to choose easy ‘road.

- But easy roads often lead to more future calamity for generations.

- We foresee more bloodshed, oppression and misery for African masses
through this easy road.

CONCLUSION:

Freedom for the majority will only come through intensified armed struggle.

ADVICE:

- At the very least - follow Zimbabwe example and intensify armed struggle.
- Sanctions necessary but will not succeed by themselves.

Sending this message with great respect and humility.

€

John Mateete
Black African Patriot (in exile)
P.0. Box 206
£ Windward Road ¥
: KINGSTON 2
Jamaica West Indies



cc.

Mr Nelson Mandela
Mr Oliver Tambo
Mr Mbeki

Mrs Winnie Mandela
Mr Walter Sisulu

Mr Ramophosa
Archbishop Desmond Tutu
Reverend Allan Boesak
President

General Secretary

Hon Mengistu Mariam

Hon Fidel Castro
Hon Robert Mugabe
Hon Chisano

Hon Dos Santos
Hon Kenneth Kaunda
Hon Dr Masire

Hon Sam Nujoma

Hon Julius Nyerere
Hon Ali Hassan Mwinyi
Hon Babaginda

Hon J. Rawlings
Hon Y. Museveni
Hon Z. Mothopeng

Mr Louis Farrhkhan

Rev Jesse Jackson

Mr Robinson. y
Hon ColonelCShqdafi
Hon Hosni Mubaraka

— Vice President

- President

- Official
- G0
- ¢c/o
- Official

(former)

ANC
ANC
ANC
ANC
ANC
COSATU

Johannesburgh S.A.
c/o Rev D Tutu
United Democratic Front

0AU

President
President
President
President
President
President
President
President
President
President
President
President
President
Presidrnt

Head-Nation of Islam (USA)
Head-Rainbow Coalition (USA)

of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of
of

Ethiopia
Cuba
Zimbabwe
Mozambique
Angola
Zambia
Botswana
Namibia
Tanzania
Tanzania
Nigeria
Ghana
Uganda
PAC

Trans Africa (USA)
Head of State - Libya
President of Egypt
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION,

ANY REPLY OR SUBSEQUENT 5 SOUTH RACE COURSE,
REFERENCE TO THIS COM-

MUNICATION SHOULD BE AD-

DRESSED TO THE PERMANENT P.O. BOX 498,
SECRETARY AND THE FOL-

LOWING REFERENCE QUOTED:~ KINGSTON,

JAMAICA, W.L
No..

23 December, 19 59

Sir:

I am directed to express this Ministry's
appreciation and thanks for the services you
rendered as a member of the Fact Finding Com=
mittee appointed to investigate conditions at
the Government Printing Office.

I am to say that the Report of the Comm-
ittee was submitted to the Permanent Secretary
of this Ministry on the 17th December.

I am, Sir,
Your (bedient Servent,

el

for Permanent Secretary.

Mr. Peter Abrehams,

¢/o West Indies General Insurance Ltd.,
16/, Harbour Street,

Kingston.



MINISTRY OF EDUCATION,
P.O. BOX 498,
5 SOUTH RACE COURSE,
BT | KiNGsTON,
IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE |

PLease Quote

E REF. NUMBERS |
Rersnence No.G17 01 oy | Wlaica, 258h Septomberp 59
AND DATE |
i
,,,,,,,

PDeay Sir,

I am direcfed to confirm
that the Fact Finding*™Committee will
meet on Wednesday| 3Pth September, 1959
at 9:30 a.,m, at Headquarters House,
Duke Streete

Wours fa ithfully,

Y

Secretary
Fact Finding Committeece

Mr. Peter Abrahams,
c/o West Indies General Insurance Ltd. ,
164 Harbour Street,
KINGSTON,
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9th October,1962,

Baron Mullenheim,
Consul of the Federal
Republie of Germeny,
P,0, Box 123,
Kingston,

Dear Baron Mullenheim,

I am grateful to you'for letting
me heve the transletion(of & review of
one of my books which ‘appeared in the
Fronkfurter Allgemeine Zeitung in Decem-
ber, 1961. I find\this a most interest-
ing review but I 'should like you to
know that it is not a2 review of "Tell
Freedom" &s gyou state in your letter,
It is & reviaw of the very first novel
I wrote about” twenty yeers ago and the
title of'which is "Mine Boy". "Mine Boy"
is a very nmuch simpleér eand very much
younger work than "Tell Freedom",

Thank you again for letting me have
this translation,

Yours sincerely,

PA/ul., Peter Abrahams,



Consulate

of the Kingston, Jamaica, W. L.
Federal Republic of Germany P. O. Box 123
: * 2 Chuich Street
Kingston Tel.: 22218/3178

Cable Address: Consugerma Kingston

Please reply to:

Consulate of the Federal Republic neus Tel.-Nrm.: 26551-26552
of Germany angston new Te’ NOS g, 25551-26552
File No: 31 July, 1962,

Peter Abrahams, Esq.

¢/o The West Indian Bconomist Trust Ltd.
164 - 166 Harbour Street

KINGSTON

Dear Mr. Abrahams,

4 Enclosed please find translation of a review of

; )
your book "Tell Freedom" that appegared in'thetgrankfugﬁggww»

I

Allgemeine Zeitung in DecemberWw1901......

- I trust that this.review will interest you and

I much regret the delay with which I am sending it.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Ol biceer,

Baron Miillenheim,
Consul of the Federal
Republic of Germany.




RBook Review "Tell Freedom" ("Schwarzer Mann im weissen

Dschungel") by Peter Abrshams, This book was translated
into German by Juliette Lasserre and Eva Kuhn and pub-
lished by the Rex Verlag, Munich, 1961,

Peter Abrahams is a negro Author from South
Africa. In 1939 he went to England as a ship's steker =nd
in 1942 published his first stories there, The book under
review appeared in England fifteen years age and was trans-
l2ted last year intec French, This prebably gave the German
publishers the confidence tc translate the bvooke.

Even without knowing thesemdates one senses the
primitive world from which the bvogkeysprdngs. Primitive in
the full sense of the word., The wownrld of the aborigines =--
as it wes near it's beginnimg; “primevzl, unrefined and un=-
compliceted., This is s n@gvel which proceeds infermally,with-
out psychelogy ond,meditation --- it is nothing but an ex-
tract from the dife of a black man who come from the coun-

try to the ¢ity of, Jochannesburg and there sought and found

work in the\Gold Mines of the white man, He also found and
lost a girljvmade friends and as a result of his friendly
and hogtil® encounters with the whites developed a clear
and gtrong understanding of the race question.

"hy do we read this book? Because of its strange
and 21most unknown setting? - the mineworkers in Johannes-
burg? These would be the resscns given by an adolescent-for
choosing a book which is set in a country ocutside of Europe.
Yo, we read it because the African author has succeeded in

drawing us inte the thick core of a world which is so alien
to us, Although his methods appear
neous way

primitive - his moneto-

of dealing with minor events in the , ang then -
and th - i :
en and then style - the many people who gre 2lways
Presen i
nt at the same time - although this is not required by ty
: i V tre
e ;
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plot (the Kraal exists even then) -~ the artless construc-
tion of the sentences, a succession of sentences as from

2 book of a first year school child -- they produce an
astmesphere and mood into which we allow ofirselves to be

drawn without a struggle. The strength of simple things is
1fresistibly demonstrated., This simplicity: is not altogether
praiseworthy and may be compared with the now fashionable
"simple 1ife", which is being sanctioned. One has the impres-
sion that the black men in Johanresburg are alweys quarreling
and fighting 2nd that they are easily tempted to drink

beer - forbidden to them - which together with a2 commoen camp
is too much of a temptation. Wlth the exception of these
excesses, their form of enterdainment is of a higher stan-~
dard than ours: they dancely 8ing znd play wherever they go

- in the open, on the street corners - and they know that
laughter is best.

There are two kinds of primitive fears that
are awakened \in us by this story. These would not have been
aroused by, a more cultured and pessimistic style, We now dis-
covenr, that, because of our rooted inhibitions we are unsble
toyenjoy such simple forms of amusement as these persons
experience on the streets, More than any travelogue written
by one of our own people does this book written by Mre. Abra=~
hams bring home to us the present untensble position of the
Africans unaer the Thites., This is because it is not written
by an outsider and so we are made to view the situation
through the writer's eyes and share in the experiences, Ve
not only learn as we would by making a trip or through a re-~

port obtained second-hand, but we actually take part in the
incidents,
Abrahams makes it possible for us to understand

with "
: our hearts, "How can you understand me, white man? You

- L
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understand through your mind., I understand through suffering.
Through the =2gony in»my heart. That is understanding. To
understand with the heart and through pain not qnly with the
mind and with the lips. I feel aTl of that! You would like
to be friends with me! How csn I be your friend when your
people do these things to me and mine%?"

That is perhaps commonplace., So much feeling
and pain would not have been credited, if put forward by a
European, but one believes this simple tale told by & dark
skinned man. The dark skins which were for so long sold inte
slavery by the whites, Now these despised skins have stretched
themselves to form a drum, which I8 being beaten in steady
and artless rythms. They should be hcededd

Vilma Sturm.
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PUBLIC OPINION — Page Seven

The case for Socialism — Il

a .1:- e

N OUR first two articles we

were concerned with supply-
ing practical arguments why
a socialized economy is bet-
ter adapted than a capitalist
one for bringing a high
standard of living and full
employment to the Jamaican
people.

A loophole is suggested
by this comparative approach
someone could agree that so-
cialism seems better suited
than capitalism to cure Ja-
maica’s ills, but say that
capitalism, given enough
time could provide the same
cure. Consequently, we deem
it necessary to show not only
that capitalism has left Ja-
maica a sick old man, but
that it could not do other-

It is not enough to point

~out that between 1955 and

b i

1960 the foreign capital in-

duced into the country
brought in its wake only
10,000 jobs, while 150,000

people took out passports in
the same period, as highly
suggestive as such remarks
are. Can capitalism achieve
on our underdevelop land
what it has not achieved yet.

Only an enormaus increase
in investments, by all those
who save inside Jamaica as
well as by foreign capitalists,
could raise the living stand-
ards of the masses and
achieve full employment un-
der the current system.
An increase in American aid
could occur, but if it retain-
ed its present character —
the odd well, school books
(mostly propagandistic), and
antiquated military hard-
ware — the help it afforded
would be minimal.

No matter how sanguine
one is about the possibility
of our landlords, industrial-
ists, merchants, and even the
professional classes foregoing
consumer goods and the se-
curity of insurance policies
and foreign bonds to invest
in Jamaica’s futurs, a very
large part of the money for
investment, because of the
very magnitude of our prob-
lem, would have to come
from abroad. In a world
where there is tremendous
competition Letween under-
developed countries for pri-
vate investment capital, Ja-

by A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

at least one enormous disad-
vantage. This is Jamaica’s
powerful union movement
with its implied threat to
capitalist profit margins.

Union success

Far more important than
tax benefits and protected
markets as come-ons to the
potential foreign invester is
the low cost of labour. Thus,
whenever trade ‘unions in
any of the undeveloped lands
which are still treading the
capitalist path succeed in
raising the wages or better-
ing the working conditions of
their members they drive
away potential investment.
Thus many jobs which could
have been are not.

An aieruave .o
union success is that it en-
courages automation in the
already existing enterprises,
with the same depressing ef-
fect on potential employ-
ment. This contradiction will
continue in Jamaica until
either our union movement
or our capitalist system
gezil)se to exist. Which will it

e?

The little bird

On all matters touching
his pocketbook, a capitalist’s
psychology is wondrously
simple. Earlier this year,
Leslie Ashenheim in the
Gleaner made a remarkably
astute observation when he
said that foreign capital is
like a little bird. If you are
lucky, which means if your
country can supply a lot of
the profits on which this
little bird feeds, it will
come and sit on a branch
over your head. Any hostile
movement, even unfriendly
noises we are told, will drive
the little bird away. This
analogy may be extended
to cover our local capitalists
as well; they are all little
birds, flying here and there
in search of profits, totally
indifferent to the suffering
that is going on below. In
fact, it might be said that
under capitalism the fate of
Jamaica is left to the birds.
and must be.

Puerto Rico provides a
final example, if any more

maica enters the lists with are needed, of the uiter

o

impossibility of an under-
developed country making
real progress under capital-
ism. Puerto Rico is a coun-
try without labour unions as
powerful as the ones we
have in Jamaica, and to this
advantage over us in the
way of inducing foreign
capital she adds three more
which are wunique. First,
goods produced in Puerto
Rico have duty free access
into the American market.
Second, Puerto Rico’s dis-
satisfied masses have an
open door into the United
States, and 850,000 of them
have immigrated there in
the last ten years, Third,
Puerto Rico, because she
possesses the status of Com-
monwealth of the United

States, receives aid_ from

oF a1l the TUnited
s (LS el e

£100 million a year. r

What, then, are the resxﬁfts
of trying to develop under
capitalism in a country
which has advantages that
Jamaica could only acquire
by applying for admission
as a state of the United
States? The results are that
Puerto Rico still has an un-
employment rate of about
13%, and all signs indicate
that the income gap between
the rich and the poor has
increased. The failure of a

country so favoured as
Puerto Rico to achieve real
progress using capitalist

means is conclusive evidence
of capitalism’s inability to
cure the ills of any under-
developed country.

—

Our practical case for
socialism, therefore, is not
a claim that socialism can
do what needs to be done in
Jamaica better than capital-
ism, but that socialism can
do it and capitalism cannot.

The moral case

We have labelled the
second  group of arguments
favouring  social ownership
“moral” arguments. Further
arguments of any kind to
support what we have
shown to be practically
necessary may seem super-
fluous, but we feel it im-
portant to establish, all
sense to the contrary, that
cialism is on the side of
= angels. A much used
in the capitalist’s
"'%.arguments ‘against
W, Sy t{xﬁe _clai%l tl‘(l)at

. S their side. On
nomic 1aclyi.%e hard eco-

justified in
5 one would be
this argumen. disregarding

many people, 7
nomic circumstant aletﬁ}g\._.lf
place them in the socialist
camp, had not been effect-
d.

Private ownership

The essence of the moral
case for public ownership
of the means of production,
distribution, and exchange
is given by Rohert Tressal
in The Ragged Trousered
Philanthropist: “When a
thief is caught having in his
ipossession the property of

Applications are invited

antry into the scale will
~ations and experience.
paid for West Indian Nurses
may be appointed.

purposes.

Applications stating full
of three recent testimonials

Hospital Manager & Secretary,
L Mona, Kingston 7, Jamaica, as soon

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
HOSPITAL OF THE WEST INDIES

from qualified Nursing gra-

duates for the posts of Staff Nurse in the Operating Thea-
tre of the above named Hospital of 480 beds.

Salary scale — £525x25-£600x30-£720, and the point of:
depend on the appointees qualifi-
A full passage to Jamaica will be

in the United Kingdom who

A deduction of £105 per annum is made for board and
lodging and 5% of salary is deductible for Superannuation

details and enclosing copies
should be addressec{ to the
University College Hospital,
as possible. A

'Capitalism and change

3
others, it is v, =a §P°

take the thing® and,~ som
him aaa w restore them to
their rightful owners”. Are
the capitalists all thieves
then? Not according to the
law, but who drafts the law?

Where did our present-
day capitalists get the means
of production, the factories
and the land, over which

they claim e rights of
ownership? Inheritance is
the short answer, but it

must be stretched a little
longer. The French novelist

Snacks

at the

HITCHING
POST

Snack Shop are famous.
HarbouZzays a week

Hot or Cold
Children love

KOKOMO

BREAKFAST - -
COCOA -

GETTING UP NIGHTS

MAKES MEN FEEL OLD
BEFORE THEIR TIME

If you feel old, tired, and worn put
pecause of Backache, Rheumatism
Pains, Sore, Stiff Swollen Joints,
get CYSTEX from your chemist
today, and see how fast you im-
prove. CYSTEX also helps men
and women who lose sleep and
energy because of Getting, Up
Nights or Burning, Smarting,
Itching Acidity. Yes, CYSTEX has
helped men, women, and children
for over 30 years. Get CYSTEX
from your chemist today and let
it make you feel fit again.



Page Eight - PUBLIC OPINION

October 30, 1964

+ W—

SAVE

MORE!

Shop Today!

BETTY

STOREWIDE
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Prices

Slashed!

AMAZING BARGAINS
NOW YOURS
ON Everything!

Balzac provides a clue when
he says that behind every
fortune there lies a crime.

For our West Indian for-
tune holders, it is clear
that these crimes include
owning slaves. Never forget
that most people whose
great wealth buys your res-
pect today, carved this
wealth out of the carcasses
of your ancestors the day
before yesterday.

For capitalists who made
their fortunes in businesses
— and here we speak of
the capitalist breed the
world over — these crimes
include forcing women and
children to work 15 to 18
hours a day for starvation
wages and under the most
appalling conditions. The
absolute horror which was
the life of most people in
Jamaica, England " and
America in the last few cen-
turies is the basis of the
claims of most capitalists to
heir property. The filip of
a title, in which exploiter
Jones becomes the Rt. Hon.
exploiter Jones, only adds
the trappings of farce to a
content which is pure ftra-
gedy.

Exploitation

than you pay back to them
in wages. This difference
between the sum of the
value the workers produce
and what they get paid is
a capitalist’s wealth; it is
the money he uses to buy
new means of production,
new stores, etc. .

To take from the workers
what has cost them sweat
and blood without giving
them equivalent value in re-
turn is exploitation. The
fact that this is the way our
present system works does
not make it right; neither
does the law which the
capitalists have passed to
protect themselves, neither
does any argument based on
natural right or religion, for
‘these are pieces of straw
which can be twisted to suit
any taste.

_The only fact that could
justify the capitalist’s ap-
propriating for himself the
surplus produced by the
workers, or any part of it,
is that he performs a neces-
sary function in the produc-
tion process similar to the
function performed by work-
ers. But, in so far ds the
capitalist performs a useful
function, that of manager
for example, he deserves a
wage and not_a. nrofi

‘But even anifoll
himself has no moral claim
over it, for what, after all,
does it mean to make a for-

tune? — It does not mean
to work hard and deny one-
self luxuries for this applies
to most of our population
and they are poor. To make
a fortune means to get
to work for you
whereby they produce a
greater amount of wealth

Profit is the bhooty of
ownership.

Most of our working capi-
talists today get both a wage
and a profit. Their great
wealth comes from this pro-
fit, and as most of this
wealth is in the form of
property Proudhon is right
in declaring “Property 1s
theft”.

T

A vacancy exists

and experience.

Ordinary Level.

\UNIVERS|TY OF THE WEST INDIES

Zoology for a Junior Laboratory Technician in
the salary scale £312 x 26 — 468. Commenc-

ing salary will depend on age, qualifications

Applicants should have had experience in
woodworking and metal working and should
have passed the School Certificate or GCE

Applications stating age, qualifications
and experience and including the names of
two referees should reach the Department of
Zoology, Mona, Kingston 7 as early as possible.

in the Department of
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' DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

The services of a fast and acc i
it : f urate t
. gg‘nlled}qtﬁly required. Shorthand not ess)gr)lltsigl gfl%
:,Auv Id i5e=an advantage. Employment to a suitable
~<Irson for one year in the first instance.

Applicants should write before Saturday, 7

November 1964, to H :
I W1 Kingston'i: ead, Department of History.

.

Top protection
in hottest weather-

Retains its ‘
Protective “Body”
at Highest Operati

Temperatures!

oil holds wear
. checks power-
Your engine stays livelier,
delivers more power, bet-
you’re due foran oil
| — specially
far longer!

Mobiloil Special! This amazing
to an absolute minimum . .
robbing deposits.
more responsive —
ter gasmileage. Next time
change, see us for Mobileil Specia
made to keep your car young

FOR THE BEST IN ENGINE PROTECTION —

You're Miles
" Ahead with

T. GEDDES GRANT LTD.

109 Marcus Garvey Drive
Phone: 37311

HE whole content of Les
Sylphides is its choreo-
graphic beauty. It is a_ bal-
let without a plot and re-
lies upon a full corps de
ballet to perform it, and it
is a fabulous experience to
watch the weaving patterns
of the dance, on a stage
filled with ballerinas. But
when presented with solo
excerpts, or a pas de deux,
it is only tantalizing
when danced well, and mere-
ly embarrassing when it is
not; and quite incomprehen-
sible that these excerpts
should be done at all under
the circumstances in which
these two lost dancers were
exp}elcted to perform.
The trouble, is, I suppose
to catch the eye of tlrl)g au-
dience at once, and when a
visiting ‘ad hoc’ company is
performing to an unknown
quantity, as far as the audi-
ence is concerned, the obvi-
ous safe choice is something
popular and pretty. But
what’ a mlsttake. 1The audi-
ence’s reaction alone proves
that. For the minut% we
‘gr-appivan. enmethin-é, e
After this we saw Famuxna s
Novak dance The Drummed"
It is a very slight solo

and quite pointless without
the crowd which should be
on the stage watching him.
However, he  danced with
precision ~and a certain de-
ree of frivolity. He was at
his best in the Paganini sole
which came later on in the
evening. He 1is extremely
agile, and his leaps, pirou-
ettes, entrechats were beauti-
fully executed, and he has a
very strong ability to act.
So many dancers tend to
separate the acting from the
dance, but Edmund Novak,
particularly in this solo, com-
pines these qualites so that
he gave a uid, humorous
interpretation of the violin-
ist which resulted in possib-
ly the most satisfylng per-
formance of the evening.

In the Glazounov ballet,
Raymonda, we were at last
seeing Yelle Bettencourt do
some dancing. This is a tra-

=y

QUALITY

SHOE POLISH

| THE

Restricted by ’ space

by CALYPSO

g;gxgl?ﬁlteRussg%ﬁ ballet and a company performed
o andWIB ' both the Mazurka laughter seemed to
L bolsh01 com- be pouring from them and
Pl T is about Saracens, there were yells of exube
maidensi’ g sought after ance from the dancers -
i Ié q{l sorts of ex- I have also heard this from
s al'o' it was again the Royal Ballet too, in spit
R 1fzm_g to only see of their neater ar’ld mp E
e trois. fastidious foot work! ]g{l%
this little example could not

this

. The last item befor
ko) was L3 Muertee tgg have been less inspired.

Cisne. This was our first Fi :

. : ) ) inally, th

%)%(;Ii;enced of watching Nina Deux fros;n Dgn%sﬁgtf tacf lge

N and she gave a meti- music of Minkus and a v
usf and straightforward, choreography by Ed ne\g

%)}(l)gvzry iunlg 1Snv$grr'lpr%tﬁitlon of Novak. This is an occrgsﬂgn

\ ere was when

no subtlefy about. this death Seschilly bo Gl ot of &

all, and the final collapse full ballet. It was certaoinI;

was a trifle precipitous. Her
surrounding decor and light-

‘the most professional exhibit
of the evening. Nina Novak

ing did not exactly help to exc i iveli
gr%ate the right atmosphere, dan%liilén\ﬁ}ﬁ%r}ws(ﬂ:}ercgtﬂe'Of
ut nevertheless, this was the ‘ull vent to her vin fous
?rllogﬁ p?]lshed of the dances personality. In the vavc;gps
e first half. ’{ionlsq anddthe coda she reﬁ: ,
: showe
The tp11_:y about all these ay dancer, a}rlslr }fgxl'l f‘ifr?glled?s
fxceg‘ﬁ) s is that the novices play of fouettes demonstrlir
hlzlve e %udlence probably ed with a greét technigai
Ly dno idea that nearly all flair made up for the m
erf()anc%s they were seeing lucid choreography. She v?/m‘
gl uchrrlne were only part of partnered by Yellé Bett ?15
G .fzil)rger ballets — bal- court who gave a deli ht? 1
ets with.moving or exciting performance. He is a%l e1>1<

to watch ne which unfold citing dancer, and e re

from a play. So-svgh
understandable that o v
people were at a loss to
know what the second act
of Coppelia was all about,
especially as it was danced
on a bare bleak stage. Ed-
mund Novak as
jus was fun, but too
fun as the clowning tended
to get out of control at
times. Dr. Coppelius, as well
as being funny is a very sin-
ister character. He verged
into slapstick now and then
and this detracted from the
lovely comedy in the coming-
to-life dance of the make
pelieve doll, danced by Nina
Novak as Swanhilda.
type of character
is

much

tions required for

such as the dying

two solos, the Spanish and ‘the
were full have
and a would have been able to see

the Scottish dances,
of vitality and daring
This can hardly be said
the extraordinary

sky

Delibes lovely

abandon of the
lWhen the Kirov

the markable
the

This size.
dancing that
more suitable - for her
rather than the more deli-
cate and subtle interpreta-
i dances
swan. Her company the size

remarkable technical ability.
for really

dull hardly
danced by Susan under

is enough to make anybody :
want to get up and dance. coming
It is in this type of dancing gested by

e S himeither
impression, in -
Quijote, of a dancer with
this wings clipped; in spite of
the fact that the area was,
in a way, vast, it had no
depth at all, and this is parti-
cularly distrastrous for a
male dancer.

I.~would like to suggest
that #he next live company
to visit Jamaica be given
somewhere to dance other
than the Carib . . . . excel-
lent cinema that it is, yet
hardly satisfactory for a
ballet company whatever the
I would have thought
the Ward Theatre .
would have been better
and there are not so many
fewer seats than the Carib,
though in_ actual fact for a
of this one
Theatre would
and we

Little

been ideal,
what these dancers were
capable of doing. It is
fair to criticise them
the circumstances in

which they were presented

of to us.

such companies are
out here as was sug-
Mr. Hill, please do
courtesy of an

If

e of the awareness of their require-

instead of expecting
to perform 1n the

of a parade

touring ground.
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that the Enquiry is taking a
direction contrary to the
terms laid down, in spite of
the leadgrship of a learned
Chairman. On another occa-
sion the C.G.A. may wish to
ask experienced gentlemen
of integrity to assist in such
an Enquiry!! Will any one
serve? What a fiasco!

The charges laid by Dr.
Gordon against the General
Manager of the Association
cannot remain unanswered.
How can anyone expect to
drag a responsible officer he-
tawn a Court and then, after

most serious chavrges

~THave been made, the cnm-

plainant withdraws and the
defendant is denied any op-
portunity of defending him-
self? Surely, if Mr. Colin
Russell considers himself tc
be guiltless, he cannot leave
the matter where it stands.
If he does so, he is damned.

Why did Dr. Gordon de-
mand this Enquiry against
Russell and then call it off?
Yet there is no truce and
never will be any.

A firm of business consul-
tants will not be digging in-
to details of these charges.
That is not their work. The
~—Association, according to a
recent publication in the
Press, has for a long time en-
gaged the services of a most
reputable firm of Auditors.
Surelv, the books and ac-

counts of the Association
must be in good order.

litics, it_ic mmblio
1, [}fﬂ,tglpglgltcthe Hon. J. P.

Gyles, Minister of Agricul-
ture and Lands, had attend-
ed the Linstead Meeting at
the invitation of Dr. Gordon.
The Directors of the Associa-
tion had invited both the
Hon. J. P. Gyles and
Hon. R. C. Lightbourne, Mi-
nister of Trade and Industry,
to the May General Meeting
of the Association: indeed,
it has always been customary
to invite Ministers to the As-
sociation’s General Meetings.
Mr. Gyles was unable to at-
tend, while Mr. Lighthcurne
was present and spoke in the
highest terms of Mr. Russell.
This is no evidence of poli-
tics being played by Mr. Rus-
sell. Mr. U. Wolfe stupidly
objected to Mr. Lightbournc’s
intervention, but he did not
object to Mr. Gyles’ partici-
pation in Dr. Gordon’s noto-
rious Linstead Meeting. How
funny! Mr. Russell must co-
operate with any Govern-
ment in power—indeed, both
Mr. Gyles and Mr. Light-
bourne are Ministers who
have at heart the success of
the Citrus Industry. What
else can the General Mana-
ger of the Association do,
but co-operate with these
two Ministers in carrying
out his duties, if he is to en-
sure the fullest assistance
from Government for the
growers?

A “Journalist grower” hags
publicly charged that the As;

sociation is inefficient and
that he cannot make any
prully out Of growling citrus
No matter how inefficient-a
grower may be, it canrot
cost him more than 4/- to
produce a box of oranges. in
the 1963/64 crop he received
12/- per box for his valencia
oranges for juice. Anyone
who is receiving 300% on
his costs and cannot make a
handsome profit does not de-
serve to breathe the fresh
air. I am not surprised at
this attitude, however, as this
Journalist grower only likes
to talk and has never made
a success of anything even
though he was born with a
‘gold spoon’ in his mouth.

I have a word of warning
during the past year quar-
relling and arguing and prob-
ing. All this is wasteful and
costly and can lead to the
ruin of a well-established
Citrus Industry. Unfortunate-
ly, some Directors do not
seem to wunderstand that
such waste of valuable time
must lead to neglect of the
proper consideration of ur-
gent serious Dbtusiness tran-
sactions and problem in the
Industry. Directors in a
business must have the
courage to deal promptly
with problems that arise.
Wherever they have incom-
petent personnel creating
strife and chaos in | the
business, such personnel
must be promptly removed
as. theyhcan only
grievous harm. . g

I am informed that this

Contractors!

* Acrow Equipment
%1 Ace Hoists

% Burns Bros. Manhole covers

frames

X Cebond, Prolapin. Cebes 112, Li-

s
~Oj UM

and L
facings

* Sargent Locks

_. .i

Use us as your
17 117
problem solvers

We.will supply your needs from

Excavation fo Completion!

% Tronite — The Floor Surfacer
% Key Fibre pipe and the fittings
. % Langley London Mosaic and wall

~quarrelling has

cause .

to issue to eitrus growers
and their Directors. Far too
much time has been spent
r been going
on since thes beginning ‘o
1963 until this date. With a
little bad luck, serivus dam-
age can bhefall the Industry.
All was well and went
smoothly until the end of the
1962/63 crop. Will the Di-
rectors tell us what went
wrong, why and where? They
have a bounden duty to cit-
rus growers to do so “Willi-
am Strong” has said that
Gordon has stood alone
against all the other Direc-
tors. Something must be very
wrong and the Business
Consultants will not be able
to say, because they will not
involve themselves in that
aspect. The Directors are ob-
liged to do something about

Dr. Gordon if he i* against

them without good carse. ¥ - .

understand that they have
removed him as Chairman of
Jamaica Citrus Growers -Ltd.
and dropped him off the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the
Association’s Board. Mr. Rus-
sell is not indispensable. If
any offizer s 5. oing his
job efficiently after sonia 20
years of service, then surely-
he should be replaced. The
Citrus industry is far greater
and more valuable than these
two individuals and the
“humbug” must be
out, before too much damage
is done.

No Directorate that
without courage to deal with °
one recalcitrant can survive

for long. 3
CITRUS INTEREST
Kingston
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solution arising from Dr.
Gordon’s Linstead Meeting
and the General Meeting in
Kingston “in.-May.

Though the May General
Meeting was called to discuss
the charges made at the Lin-
stead meeting, Dr. Gordon in-
‘moduced at this May General

atir, ia Kingston charges
aich he had never uttered
at Linstead. He also omitted
some charges which he had

" made at Linstead. Further,
- he made charges before the
. " _Gregor Committee of En-

quiry which he had never
made either at Linstead or at
the May General Meeting. It
is therefore obvious to any-
one who has closely followed
the quarrel that Dr. Gordon
has been allowed complete
freedom and the full play of
the field at his will and
fancy. If there are any
charges which Dr. Gordon

did not place before his May
Extraordinary General Meet-
ing in Kingston, then he
must blame himself.

Dr. Gordon’s Barrister ad-
vised the McGregor Commit-
tee that his case was not
properly prepared and that
he wanted more time to pre
pare and submit a Memoran-
dum, which up to August
had not been submitted! My
information has forced me to
believe that a study of the
papers submitted by the Gen-
eral Manager of the Associa-
tion convinced Dr. Gordon's
barrister that they were
treading on very dangerous
ground, in that there was no
foundation for the charges —
ridiculous, if not of a very
serious nature. Perhaps libel
and slander are® involved,
hence no memorandum.

Why didn’t the Doctor sug-
gest at the May General

Meeting in Kingston that a
s2irm of business consultants
¢ would have been appointed?

I have concluded that Dr.
Gordon did not really know
what he wanted to investi-

t -3ate. Hence growers rightly

came to the conclusion that
ne had launched a personal
attack upon Colin Russeil gut
of spite. Will Dr. Gordon tell
growers and the public how
and where “his” Enquiry
went wrong before the Mec
Gregor Committee? I would
not believe that the highly
experienced McGregor Com-
mittee misdirected the En-
quiry. Definite terms were
agreed.

It is a grievous shame that
gentlemen of high repute
should be asked to serve on
an important Committee of
Enquiry only to be told after
the investigation has started

(Continued on Pag= 10)
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Len  Nembhard's - -
JAMAICA

ARE we to understand that the ever-mcreasing
army of unemployed people in this country
should look neither to Government nor private em-
ployers to provide more jobhs? i
What have the employers said? ‘quote from a
statement issued by their Federation:

public the impression that employers and the managerial
group are responsible for unemployment and that it is,
therefore, for employers to devise measures to cope with
the unemployment situation, This is perhaps the ‘end:result
of subtle distortions of the employers’ status in the com-
munity which has been indulged in for some time; tMe un-
dertaking of scapegoat hunting .. The Federation intends
to keep affirming its position and to disclaim responsibil-
ities which properly belong to higher authority. Employers
are in no way responsible for devising ways and means of
maintaining employment levels or of relieving unemploy-
ment.”

And then, despite the rebuff, a few days ago
we had this declaration from Mr. Robert Light-
bourne, Minister of Trade and Industry, whil® ad-
dressing business executives at Sheraton-Kingston
hotel: “It is because the Government believes
capitalism why it has provided the climate for+free
enterprise to expand. After the Government has

mendous obligation to provide jobs. The Govern-
[“Yent is dedicated to free enterprise and if the
? untry fails to solve the unemployment problem, it
“=s0 means that the employers have failed.”
thing or~ nassing of the buck, s

not a believer-nsibility, will get ;S 33\4—,5/,” neither
do I see an early state in*8uii¥a Where there will
be a job for every man who needs one, but with
proper planning we can provide thousands more.
This cannot be accomplished unless government
moves into the productive sector of the economy to
take up the slack left by private enterprise. Mr.
Lightbourne himself recognised this fact. He added
in his Sheraton speech that if employers continued
to disclaim any responsibility to provide employ-
ment “it means that if they control the means of
production and take up this stand, then the State
would have to take over the means of production in
order to solve the unemployment problem.”

like many of his Cabinet colleagues, he has a way
of making out a case for change, but like all of his
colleagues, shies away from remedial action — the

the PNP.

3 Just after the British elections T was coming
into town from St. Thomas and at a village shop
saw a group of JLPs celebrating. I stopped and en-
quired what it was all about. The reply: “Yu don’t
hear . . . Labour win in England.”

Of course I joined in with gusto although in the
end spirits were a bit dampened when I explained
that the new British Government is Socialist,

I left one man trying to convince the group that
[ was all wrong for “Labour is Labour whether in
America, England or Asia.”

_ A small incideni, but it goes to show how po-
litically-educated we are at the grassroots. . .

’ —LEN NEMBH.3RD

L = 4

“An attempt is obviously being made to give. the

in -

provided this climate, free enterprise has the #re-

I will say this much for Mr. Lightbourne; un-_

type of action being proposed in the new policies of

J;»»l.i -'i;k-“'-

P
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HE whole content of Les
Sylphides is its choreo-
graphic beauty. It is a_ bal-
let without a plot and re-
lies upon a full corps de
ballet to perform it, and it
is a fabulous experience to
watch the weaving patterns
of the dance, on a stage
filled with ballerinas. But
when presented with solo
excerpts, or a pas de deux,
it is only  tantalizing
when danced well, and mere-
ly embarrassing when it is
not; and quite incomprehen-
sible that these excerpts
should be done at all under
the circumstances in which
these two lost dancers were
expected to perform.

The trouble, is, I suppose,
to catch the eye of the au-
dience at once, and when a
visiting ‘ad hoc’ company 1s
performing to an unknown
quantity, as far as the audi-
ence is concerned, the obvi-
ous safe choice is something
popular and pretty. But
what a mistake. The _audi-
ence’s reaction alone proves
that. For the minute we
were given something more
snggtacular there” were even

Suvuto and quite a lot
of applause.

R (;%g;lgr dthls we saw Edmund

Boy, It is a ve <0
and quite pointless withou
the crowd which should be
on the stage watching him.
However, he danced with
precision and a certain de-
gree of frivolity. He was at
his best in the Paganini solo
which came later on in the
evening. He is extremely
agile, and his leaps, pirou-
ettes, entrechats were beauti-
fully executed, and he has a
very strong ability to act.
So many dancers tend to
separate the acting from the
dance, but Edmund Novak,
particularly in this solo, com-
bines these qualites so that
he gave a fluid, humorous
interpretation of the violin-
ist which resulted in possib-
ly the most satisfying per-
formance of the evening.

In the Glazounov ballet,
Raymonda, we were at last
seeing Yelle Bettencourt do
some dancing. This is a tra-

e QUALITY

SHOE POLISH

themselves

mMmes v af . w

by CALYPSO

ditional Russian ballet and a
favourite with both the
Kirov and Bolshoi com-
panies. It is about Saracens,
Crusaders, sought  after
maidens and all sorts of ex-
citement., So it was again
very tantalizing to only see
the pas de trois.

The last item before the
interval was La Muerte de
Cisne. This was our first
experience of watching Nina
Novak, and she gave a meti-
culous and straightforward,
powerful interpretation of
the dying swan. There was
no subtlety about this death
at all, and the final collapse
was a trifle precipitous. Her
surrounding decor and light-
ing did not exactly help to
create the right atmosphere,
but nevertheless, this was the
most polished of the dances
in the first half.

The pity about all these
excerpts is that the novices
in the audience probably
have no idea that nearly all
the dances they were seeing
performed were only part of
much larger ballets — bal-
lets with moving or exciting
‘tales or ideas which unfold
through  the
of the dance, It

(. .
o vaich . 19y susirating

from a play. So 0

understandable that &
people were at a loss to
know what the second act
of Coppelia was all about,
especially as it was danced
on a bare bleak stage. Ed-
mund Novak as Dr. Coppel-
ius was fun, but too much
fun as the clowning tended
to get out of control at
times. Dr. Coppelius, as well
as being funny is a very sin-
ister character. He verged
into slapstick now and then
and this detracted from the
lovely comedy in the coming-
to-life dance of the make
believe doll, danced by Nina
Novak as Swanhilda. This
type of character dancing
is more suitable for her
rather than the more deli-
cate and subtle interpreta-
tions required for dances
such as the dying swan. Her
two solos, the Spanish and
the Scottish dances were full
of vitality and daring and a
remarkable technical ability.
This can hardly be said for
the extraordinary dull
Mazurka, danced by Susan
Langlois and Lyn Antinov-
sky. Just the sound of
Delibes lovely lively music
is enough to make anybody
want to get up and dance.
It is in this type of dancing
that one notices the more
fastidious technique of the
‘Western’ dancer in compari-
son to the generosity and
abandon of the ‘Russian’.
When the Kirov touring

1l

Restricted by space

company performed this
Mazurka laughter seemed to
be pouring from them and
there were yells of exuber-
ance from the dancers . . .
I have also heard this from
the Royal Ballet too, in spite
of their neater and more
fastidious foot work! But
this little example could not

have been less inspired. &‘

Finally, the Grand Pas de
Deux from Don Quijote to the
music of Minkus and a new
choreography by Edmund
Novak. This is an occasion
when an excerpt can suc-
cessfully be taken out of a
full ballet. It was certainly
‘the most professional exhibit
of the evening. Nina Novak
excels in the livelier style of
dancing when she can give
‘ull vent to her vivacious
personality. In the varia-
tions and the coda she real-
ly showed her full value as
a dancer, and her final dis-
play of fouettes, demonstrat-
ed with a great technical
flair made up for the more
lucid choreography. She was
partnered by Yelle Betten-
court who gave a delightful
performance. He is an ex-
citing dancer, and has re-
markable elevation and
lyricism and individualism. 1
would very much lika to see
Jhim dch‘Sy, ’ neither

in Jamaica where,# hire will

the impression, in**
‘Q.uuo.fe, of a dancer with
his wings clipped; in spite of
the fact that the area was,
in a way, vast, it had no
depth at all, and this is parti-
cularly distrastrous for a
male dancer.

I.Awould like to suggest
‘that the next live comgi)%ny
to visit Jamaica be given
somewhere to dance other
than the Carib . . . . excel-
lent cinema that it is, yet
hardly satisfactory for  a
ballet company whatever the

size. I would have thought
that the Ward Theatre
would have been better

and there are not so many
fewer seats than the Carib,
though in actual fact for a
company the size of this one
the Little Theatre would
have been ideal, and we
would have been able to see
what these dancers were
really capable of doing. It is
hardly fair to criticise them
under the circumstances in
(:vhlch they were presented
0 us.

If such companies are
coming out here as was sug-
gested by Mr. Hill, please do
them the courtesy of an
awareness of their require-
ments, instead of expegting

them to perform in the
equivalent of a parade
ground.

«
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The Jamaica Telephone
Company Limited, Serves
you in an Independent
Jamaica

The Jamaica Telephone Company continues to play its part in the growth
of Independent Jamaica. Extensions to the Company’s North and West Tele-
phone Exchanges will be commenced before the end of 1964, and completed
early in 1965: In addition, temporary arrangements have been completed to
give service before the end of 1964 in the Pembroke area, and vroposals for a
new telephone exchange to be constructed in this vicinity in 1966.

Subscriber Trunk Dialling is already available to over ninety-five percent
of our Subscribers, and will be introduced in the few remaining areas between
now and early 1965. This is a service only presently being introduced in highly
developed countries.

With the conversion of May Pen and Morant Bay Exchanges to automatic
working, Jamaica is one of the few countries in the 'world now having com-
pletely automatic telephone service,<and is also fortunate in its international
service where, through the facilities of Cable & Wireless and A.T. & T. the
Island is linked by a telephone cable to the United States of America.

Telex service was introduced in the Kingston area on the 1st. June, 1964,
and will be extended progressively to other centres in the Island.

Further extensions to the trunk network, using microwave radio links
were effected during 1964, including service to the Spanish Town area. Further
extensions and improvements in the trunk network are planned, and will be-
come effective during the latter part of 1964 and 1965.

Cur rate of growth over the last ten years has been approximately twice
that of the United States and three times that of Great Britain.

Our Staff is over ninety-nine percent Jamaican.
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HE National Executive
Council of the PNP has
now completed its recommen-
dations concerning the fu-
ture policy of the party and
these have been circulated to
groups of the party for their
study. Apparently press and
public must await the deci-
s of the party conference
for unlike the land policy,
the general policy statement

PEP UP
FRESH UP
CHEER UP

Do you feel old, tired, devitalized
and unable to enjoy the physical
activities of life as in your prime?
If so, just go to your chemist today
and ask for VI-TABS. This modern
medical formula works fast to
stimulate your system so that you
feel younger, stronger and eager
for physical activity at all times.
Don’t give up and be old before
your time. Get VI-TABS at your
chemist today. Feel younger
quickly. Complete satisfaction

assured.

The PNP’s new policy

by OUR POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

has not been given to the
press for publication.

A policy statement is, of
course, very much the party’s
business. There can be no
objection to a decision which
means in effect that the seal
of the party has been not
given for publication until the
conference itself has reached
its own conclusions. The po-
licy statement however, must
end up by being very much
the public’s bwusiness if the
party itself is to serve as a
democratic agent.

If the PNP policy is to be
meaningful it ust be a
statement of iftention com-
ing from the opposition party
seeking the power to put its
intentions into practice. The
intentions muss, therefore be
clearly stated ana amplified
with sufficient detail to give
the public a reasonable
chance of judging for them-
selves whether real changes
are proposed or whether the
party is offering only more
efficient, honest or dedicated

| Your-

R

Custom-
Built

= EE——— AV
To Place 1vwi wvrder for

Furniture Of Your Own Design.

BIWVITED — =
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Furniture _
Is Qur

‘Business!

Let us build your
furniture to your
own individual
taste! Place your
order with us.
We can supply
most anything
fromn stock, but
if you do not see
what you require
— just tell us
about it.

64-68 WEST ST.

West Indies Fu;nishing Co.

— TEL. 24754

service in an unchanging so-
cial and economic frame-
work.

Changes proposed

In advance of seeing the
document itself, we must as-
sume that real and perhaps
even radical changes are pro-
posed. The land reform pro-
posals in themselves, if put
forward as a suitable appe-
tiser for the strong meat to
come, point to an intention
of radical change but, what
is more important, will be
doomed to remain on paper
unless the general policy con-
tains the weapons to put
them on the land itself.

In the first place, the PNP
has proposed that no one in
Jamaica should own more
than 500 acres of land in an
economy which is almost en-
tirely dependent fon two
groups of landowners — su-
gar and bauxite — who be-
tween them own. possibly
as much as half-a-million
acres and one sugar estate
company aione owns 80,000
acres and one sugar estate
75,000 acres. Sugar is to be
produced therefore, as the
result of small and medium
size farming and the sugar
factories are, to a great ex-
tent, to grind other farmers’

cane rather than supplying
50% of it from their own
operations.
Bauxite

The position in regard to
bauxite is somewhat differ-
ent. The mining operations
require very little land from
time to time and the radical
change here will be that a
vast acreage will be placed
in the hands of government
for them to do with as thev
wish. If there are 600.0G0
acres to be creamed off from
the over-500-acre cwners and
possibly  another  150.000
acres of idle land to come
under the Land Authority,
the Governraent will have a
prodigious task before it if
this land is to be used as the
base for employment, ex-
panded social services and
economic production.

The Government. of course,
need have headaches con-
cerning vital shortages of
men and monev. The men
are now idle and given em-
ployment in producing the
things that are needed will
initiate the process in which
the money will he created.
There will be real problems
because »f lack of training
but these are by no means

insuperable.

The central problem will
rise out of the existing con-
trol of {inance in private
hands and mercantile con-
trol of production: the two-
way traffic of produce going
out and food and consumer
articles coming in. Industrial
and trading activity up to
now has been subjugated to
the colonial economy, pro-
viding bare essentials for the
mass of impoverished and
luxury articles for the few
wealthy.

Is the PNP serious ?

The PNP has already com-
mitted itself, therefore, if it
has taken its land policy
seriously, to a radical change
in _productive and financial
policy and consequently to
take-over of the means by
which this new policy is to
be put into effect. To be
plain: economic power would
have to be in the hands of
public sector and private en-
terprise no longer rule the
roost.

Now here is where, thesbac=
tle of the private interests,
of the two parties, and of
the ordinary man is going to
begin. The private interests
and the JLP start off with
some ready-made hatchets.
Phrases such as nationalisa-
tion, communism, atheism,
totalitarianism and “social-
ism is slavery” are used
skilfully in an effort to per-
suade struggling farmers,
wage-earners, tradesmen, lit-

tle shop-keepers and even the

unemployed that a policy of
full employment .in suppi
of the needs of the country
will be destructive to what
little they have and the great
deal they do not have but
would like to have.

It will be the aim of these
private interests and the JLP
so to entangle the PNP in de-
fence against their attacks
that the PNP will have
neither time nor strength to
win the support of the masses.
For once the PNP ecan
reach the masses with the
full meaning of their policy,
the private interests and the
JLP will not be able to use
their red herrings to effect.

Two advantages

I assume, of course that
the PNP has committed it-
self to a policy of radical
change, to an intention to
solve poverty through the
building of a socialist society.
They would start off with
two advantages. First, the
PNP is an established party
which has already declared
itself as socialist in the past.
They are not offering the

i

i‘\w

public something r*
way of ideology. "~ #g

Secondly, the PVO‘le' ,
ready in its ranks “iu=._. -4
the unemployed and the
small, struggling wage-earn- |
ers and farmers who have
already seen for themselves
that while the PNP gave the
country somewhat better
government between 1955-
1962, it did not solve the
problems of unemployment,
land room, bad housing, il-
literacy and social inequality.”
All these people therefore
must be receptive to a clear
confession that what the
party did was not goou-
enough and that nothing
short of socialism will serve
for the future.

Next, the PNP must ex-
pose the propaganda of the
wealthy and the JLP, Social--
ism is not a choice between
going to church and having
a job. It is a system which
means that you can still go
to church if you wis

. resent system of
private enterprise means that
every two men out of nine
can go to church every day
if they wish because private

enterprise has prevented
them from having a job to
go to. g

What is Socialism’

Socialism does not meany
a choice between the right to®»
think or speak as you like
and having a job or a good
piece of land to farm for
yourself. It means having
both while the present sys-
tem of private enterprise
means that the unemployed
and the landless can grum-
ble as much as they want (so
long as others are not moved
to action against private en-
terprise) without any real
hope of bettering conditions.

Socialism does not mean
that litle farmers will lose
their cow or their goat but
it does mean that the big
enterprises of the country—
the big estates and the fae-
tories — will not be run by
private owners for their own
profit but will run by the
people for the benefit of Ja-
maica as a whole.

If a statement of policy is
a statement of intention,
then the PNP must make
sure that the policy to be
turned aoqut by the annual
conference is a clear state-
ment of intention which can
win the support of the peo-
ple who need and deserve a
square deal and for whom
the system of private enter
prise has meant only poverty
and misery.

o
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
20 WEST 40ﬂ‘l,§TREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

LOngacre 3-6890 “ 5

October 15, 1954 R

5
Dear Mr. Abrahams: 'g}
This will acknowledge receipt of your letter &

of September 27 to Mr. White.

Mr. White is at present away from the office
because of illness and is expected to be gone for a brief
pericd.

I shall bring your letter to his attention upon

his return to the office.

WL 0 e )

.

S o
D/ Ever sincerely,

LB ATV

Mabel D. Jackson,
Secy. to Mr. White.

Mr. Peter Abrahams
37 Jessel Drive
Loughton,

Essex, England

mj
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PRIME MINISTER PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
GOLD COAST, ACCRA, GOLD COAST

20th July, 1953.

Dear Abrahams,

Thank you for your letter of the 19th June,
which, unfortunately, came during the very busy period
before the opening of the Legislative Assembly and, in
view of subsequent events, I am sure you will realise
how fully occupied I was Jjust then,

I have, however, been able to make some
enquiries into the points raised in your letter., I
cannot now reply fully, but, as you will soon be here,
we shall discuss it all in due course, This is,
therefore, merely an knowledgment of your letter,
which I hope will reach you before you leave for the
Gold Coast,

I hope you will have a pleasant trip, and
look forward to seeing you,

Yours sincerely,

Peter Abrahams, Esq.,
37, Jessel Drive,
Loughton,
Essex,
England,
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Minister,
QO 3. . > o
¥ i Bt s v - ther members of your, Cabinet, have tendered an
' Ination as a Ministe® “in "order to enable you to

P . - Government.

iat this timegptg b€ allowed to concentrate my
tion on a range @t political duties as Chairman-
its Campadign Committee and in my Parliamentary

°
4

toy request that I be omitted from your
youGpreceed to the appointment of the new

& % 04 kit
¥ e

y ) have alreddy presented to you a full report as to the
L e vcircumstang@s \inwwhich I acted on the recommendation of the
a v "Ministry Mining and Energy to grant a waiver to Shell. In
the lightiof nmy request above, I ask tiat I now be allowed to
§ % make this public.

While the validity of my exercise of the power to grant the
waiver cannot be impugned, it is now clear that had I insisted
that the Ministry of Mining and Energy first place its
recommendation before the Cabinet, we would have been afforded

s an opportunity to discover that the consultations within that
, Ministry had not taken place in accordance with the mandated
o framework and therefore .ssues arose for the likely consideration
» of Cabinet. : ©

I am reinforced in this view by the legal review of all the o
a%' issues which was presented to you by the Attorney General last Q
~ night and which you showed me this morning., I assume you will‘§

make the Attorney General's cpinicn available to the pubklic. " B

I intend to continue my own contribution in ensuring that the
current policies we presently pursue will command Qull electoral
acceptance in due time, :
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In the meantime, you may rest

hitherto,
Minis

for vyour leadership

pt my kind regards.
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