PART I - ACCOUNT OF TOBACCO EXPERIMENTS AT THE

COLLEGE SINCE 1951,

1. INTRODUCTION.
Up to 1951 air cured tobacco had been grown at the

College old farm continually since 1923, the leaf being sold
locally. In 1951-52 it was decided to investigate the
possibility of producing flue cured tobacco in Trinidad. 3 5
successful a considerable saving on tobacco imported for menu-

facture into cigearettes would be possible.

During the intervening years ten post-graduate students
have studied the possibilities of flue cured tobacco in great
detail and at the beginning of this year it was felt that most of
the problems had been solved, The major part of this report has

therefore been devoted to a summary of this work.

Most of the experiments have been carried out on the
Market garden area of the New Farm, so that the results are
applicable to this soil type. Chenery (1952) defines it as a

River Estate lcam and a typical soil anelysis is included in

Appendix 1,

For convenience and clarity the report has been
arranged so that problems are discussed in the order in which they

occur when tobacco is grown,

2. VARIETIES.
Preliminary work in 1951-52 compared two locally selected

varieties with four imported ones : Bonenza, Gold dollar, Delcrest

and Yellow Mammoth. Yields of Gold dollar were lower than those

of other varieties but when judged on an air-cured sample, Gold

dollar and Delcrest gave the better quality. Dunbar in 1952«53

again found Gold dollar to be low yiolding)but of good qualit;)

when compared with Bonanza, Kentucky one Sucker, Yellow Mammoth
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and Harrisons Special, Following these trials Gold dollar was

selected as the standard variety.

Successively poor results in the ensuing yeers led to
further trials by Orpin in 1956-57, who compered Gold dollar,
Dixie Bright, Cokers 139 and Virginia 45, Dixie Bright gave
the best yields and higher quality of leaf and was slightly
superior to Cokers 13¢. It had also been grown with success in
Tobago and Trinidad and was therefore recommended for use in

future experiments at the College,



